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Americal, 101st, Fight Foe In Lamar Plain

UEUREAMING

EAGLES™

T
-

deplane from C-130s that earcied them frome their nesting ploes

near Phu Bal to the Tam Ky Adrport to engage In Operation Lamar Plain, The mid-atternoocn
arrival enabled the soldicrs to begin activity the next morning under the operational control

of the Xmerical,

(Photo by PFC Dean Willinms,

Ho's Birthday Party Dampened

Americal 10y

‘Leglonnmres Zap Sappers

LZ BALDY—The quick
reaction of this fire support
base was crodited with abort-
ing an est'mated NVA com-
pany-=:zed attack and left 31
enemy desd inside the peri-
meter,

Sapper teams, with salchel
charges, Chicom prenades,
AK-4Ts, AK-530s, and RPG-T
rocket launchers, were ap-
parently trving to give Ho
Chi Minh a special birthday
victory.

But defenders of the 196th
Inf. Bde. and supporting ele-
ments quickly threw a wet
hlanket on the birthday

party. The infiltrators in-
flicted light damage hefore
being ecut down inside the
wall.

Capture Weapons

Fighting continued until
after dawn, when patrols
discovered 29 enemy bodies
and gathered more than 125
Chicom grenades, 25 satchel
charges, six AK-47s, three
AK-50s, and zix RPG laun-
chers.

Three of the launchers,
with night sights, were of
the latest Russian-make

“These were brand new
launchers,” said CPT Robert
Netter (Kingston, N.Y.), 2nd
Bn., 1si Inf. intelligence of-
[icer. *"They apparently did
notl even get a chanee to fire

them." he added.
The early morning quiet
was broken when Rangers

reported the enemy slipping
through the wire, and called
for illumination.

Exact Quantities

ILT Donald Fanelle
{Pennasuken, N.J.), 2/1 Haq,
Co, ecommander and duty

officer for the night, took
the call at the battalion TOC.

“We've gol sappers moving
through the wire, sir,'" ad-
vised the Ranger trooper.

“How many?" queried 1LT
Fanelle,

“A lot of them, sir”

“How many is a lot them?"”
shouted the lieutenant, al-
ready calling for illumina-
tion.

At a hootch overlooking the
perimeter line, S8G Frede-
rick J. Fekete (Newark,
Ohiod had just awakened to
the red alert when he spotted
a sapper team climbing up
below his bunker,

One-man  Gang

An NVA hurled a satehel
charge at the bunker, but it
bounced from  the window
sereen and  exploded  harm-
lessly, Seizing his M-16 S5G
Fakete blasted the pair
through the =creen.

Leavneg  the bunker, he
in‘zhed one with a blow
from his rifle butt and shot
the other hidden in the
brush. They were armed
with satchel charges, Chicom
grenades and an AK-50 as-
sault rifle.

Fekete recalled how he felt
during the encounter. “I just
reacted,” he said. "I was out
in the bush for 11 months.
Out there vou learn to re-
aet.”™ (196th IO

TAM EKEY—After almost a

month of scattered

fighting in the tangled mountains southeast of Tien
Phuoe, “Sereaming Eagles” of the 101st Abn. Div.
and elements of the Americal Div. are continuing to
hring Operation Lamar Plain to the enemy’s doorstep.

The operation began May 15 as the 1st Bde,

101st Div., and its organic support

units were air-

lifted inte Tam Ky airport to relieve pressure from
an enemy buildup in the Tam Ky-Tien Phuoc-LZ

Professional triangle.

The Americal’'s 1st Bn,, 46th Inf.,
under the paratroopers’ operational control,

was placed
and

Lamar Plain began its search for the probing enemy.

By the second week in
June, the U5, forces had ac-

counted for more than 130
NVA and 40 VC  killed
throughout the area. Intelli-

efficialz identified the
as elements of two

Eenee
enemy

New (Os
Join Units

CHU LAI—The Americal
Div, weleomed  two new
brigade commanders and a
trio of new battalion COs 1o
its ranks in recent weeks.

The reins of the 196th Inf,
Bde, were taken by COL
Thomaz H. Takaberry (Fair-
fax, V. b, whlie COL Jere O,
Whittington (Kilgore, Tex.)
iz the new leader of the
198th.

COL Takaberry, who suc-
ceeded COL Frederick Kroe-
sen, came to Vietnam after

serving as military assistant
in the office of the Under-
secretary of the Army in
Washington. He previously
served here from July 1966

{(Continued on Page 8)

Night Encounter
1741th
YO position beyond perimeter of LE Broneo during  recent

“shark"

enemy attacks,

gunships from the

Time exposures

Aslt. Hel, Oo. engage

was used to record the paths

af the fiery tracers. (Photo by SP4 Steve Tipton, 11th Bde. 10)

regiments of the 2Znd NVA
Dy,

The partnership with the
Americal, and even the par-
ticular area of I Corps, are
not new to the history of the
101st, The division's 1st Bde
was an integral part of Task
Foree Oregon in 1967, and
became part of the division
when it was reactivated in
September, 1967,

Action in the Lamar Plain
cperational area began  the
second week in May when a
amall South Vietnamese ob-
zervation post on Nul Yon
Hill, five miles south of here,
was overpowered by a com-
bined NVA-VC force. Al-
most simultancously, sapper
units attacked LZs Profes-
sional and Young to the west.

“Overwhelmed Enemy

During the next few days,
Cos, A and C, 1-46 Inf., be-
gan operating in the wvalley
just north of L¥ Professional,
meeting heavy contact almost
immediately and continuously
for several days. The enemy
was deseribed as “lierce and
well dug-in."”

CPT David Bergeron
(Hamilton, Ohiol, command-
er of Co, A, said, “The troops
fought hard against a larger
and well fortified force. We
had to go in and dig them
out. The enemy was every-
where, bul we overran their
positicns and knocked them
out with close-in fire."

The size and strength of
the enemy throughout the
area indicated that a major
build-up was in progress, and
planners  ealled  for other
tranps  that  wouldn't  pull
Americal soldiers from their
stations in  other strategic
areas. The 101st answered
the eall

Tough Fighting

After their arrival here,
the brigade began operations
on May 16, and encountered
only sporadic fire

Action  increased  signific-
antly onm May 18 as Co. B,
15t Bn.,, 501zt Inf., was
engaged in oan all-day  fire-
fight against a hidden enemy

(Continued on Page 8)




Religion and You
Who Needs Security?

Ry CHAPLAIN (LTC) JACK C. RANDLES
Asst. Div. Chaplain

siumblerl stirred
n me, and is shared with yvou to the end that
Margaret Mitchell wrote “Gone With the
back in the 4iVs. It was
something that = of special

I recently across n briel editorial that
same Thoughis
It might =tir you
Wind."” That was a significant [ao
in 1940 that Miss Mitchell wrots
Importance bodiay

A voung college friend of hers had written her that in
his opinion he and his college mates “had been eruclly  cut
away from the faith of our fathers by solid facts We have
found it hard to leok abesd to any good world for ourselves,
We have eried out for security, have vearned for it omore
than any other blessing. And we have been constantly warned
that, of all things, security was the one we were least likely
to Fined.”™

Miss Mitchell wrote this letter in which she
stated her philosophy, but she did not mail the letter, The
letter was revealed in a biography of the late authoress writ-
ten in 1955 by Finis Farr

That letter begins as follows: “1 arise to ask, in s loud,
howrse volee, “Who the hell ever promised vou and yvour genera-
tion security. And, most nportant of all, why shoold any
youth want security? Yet the old and the tired:; who hoave
fought the good fight and ron the race, think of security, not
the young."

“...There is something very [rightening about voung
people of a nation crving out to be secure,” she poes on to

[riend a

zay aboutl their bitterness and disgruntlement if it is not
handed 1o them on a silver platter,
“Ever since the New Deal came into being 1 Young

ones have been told that they are God's chosen ereatu
that the world not only owes them a living but an awfolly
god Cione, Grouted that vour generation has been told this,
why on earth have vouo belleved 7

“Surely, yvour generation can't be so foolish as to swallow
all this whole and then [eel that you have the right 1o be
bitter and frustrated when things don’t work oul as promised.
Surely, common sense and the experience of vour elders and
the perspective of history and the knowledge of human nature
should have made you realize that these things were untrue
and unforeeahle,” she said

Her letter has something to say to us today—we may not
like it but personal opinion never changes facts.

Intelligence:
Opportunity
ARMY " Unlimited

The special intelligence duty option
those with @ thirst for something different
reading, searching, [filing, translating
tvpes of information.

Those choosing this option will be deing vital work to
safeguard Army operations as well ag functionz: aimed at
deriving information from enemy movement, espionage, sabo-
tage, and subversive plans and activities,

Persannel entering this field will be trained as military
intelligence or area intelligence specialists, or militury intelli-
genee coordinators

e

s certain to satisfy
The duties include
and interpreting all

I'here is unlimited opportunity in this special intelligence
area, amd men who show sufficient interest and ability may
be selected as investigators or for supervisory and technical
PO ons

Those with an aptitude for languages may also apply for
special linguistic training

You'll nat only find this option exciting, but alsa challeng-
ing. It 5 apen to qualified personnel in grades E-5 and bolow
who reenlist for three 1o six vears.

For further information by the Americal Reenlist-
ment Office or call 2519

AMERICAL
DIVISION |

SOUTHERN
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Health Helps Morale

By 5P5 EID} CONAWAY

The hot jungle hites into

the soldier's hody, It is sum-
mer in Vietnam, and bugs,
heat, and dirt are the sol-

dier's companions,

The mul in the rice pad-
dies, the dusty roads, the
swealy fatigues—and the day
ends in sleep for a tired,
dirty soldier,

Bad conditions are no ex-
cuse for ignoring body health,
especially in Vietnam. The
healthy man iz alert even
though his present waorld s
fraught with hazards.

Take inventory and ask
yvourself, "under presentl con-
ditions, do I take every pre-
caution to  maintain
health?”

ol

Review wvour health habits
and check them against three
handy hints.

Halr Conditions

A tangle of knotted hair
under a steel pot can be o
trap for all the dirt and heat
of a jungle day.

It is conler and cleaner to
keep the hair cut short. Short
hair means less trips to the
barbers, and Vietnam has its
share of dirty barbers,

Scalp infections are
erally caused by dirty
ering tools, and the mas-
sage he gives vou might
flﬂ.rlﬂ-iJL'i' a nerve il'l your I'IE"(,'I-';_

gen-
bar-

Pimples are hard to avoid
because dirt and grime cake
on the face [om secreted
body oil. You may have de-
veloped a slight case of acne,
but it ecan be cured quickly
by fregquent wi T

] 4.3

Your eves and ears are
life =avers especially when
Charlie iz around, s keep

SOUTHERN CROSS

sour  dirty  fingers out  of

them

Oral hygiene s a problem
because a toothbrush is not
alwavs handy. If vou can"t
brush, ringe yvour mouth out
with water, it is bettes than
nothing, and helps prevent
decay

Gums are kept healthy by
massaging them. If you find
your gums bleeding while
you are brushing, yvou are not
brushing regularly enough.
S0 take the hint, and take
the time to clean your teeth,

The weatherman has not
planned any balmy days in
the near future so expect to
have a little heat rash

Loose, baggy trousers is a

good start, also try going
without underwear for awhile,
and wash the area with a
mild soap, drying the area
thoroughly

The heat rash you have
may he a fungus =0 here's a
check list: Heat rash comes
on sudden, a fungus takes
longer; heat rash may itch
without a rash, it mav take
a fungus a week before it

itches; and heat rash covers
a larger area quicker than a
fungus

A common
fungus is the foot, To pre-
vent  trouble keep the [eet
dry, use powder, and clip the
toenails (requently

location  of

There are many types of

venereal  disease, and the

best prevention s
the source, If vou think veu
hawve it, get
docionr,

F] |'|14'4'k-!|:'|'| By &
don't be foolish and

gnoare 1he symptons,

Animal hites can have din

consequences I nol attended

o immediately In the [First

avoiding ¢

instance, stay away from
strange animals, and always
assume that all smakes are
POISOnOouUs

For dog and monkey hites
bring the animal in for ob-
servation when you come in
for treatment. If yvou must
destrov  the animal do not
shoot it in the head.

The medic will be able to

determine if vou need the

rabies shots, IT a rat hites
you, plan on getting the
shots,

Limber-up

All snakes that hite are
not poisonous, but if the area
is painful and begins to swell,
the znake probably is.

Place & above
the bite, but not =o tight that
it cuts the
report
dical treatment,

tourniguet
circulation, and
immediately for me-

There are many wavs 1o

comhbat the insects, and it is
wise to take advantage of
them. Take vour pills, sleep

under a net, use spray and

night ex-
poese the least amount to skin

repellent, and at

surface

A litte
morning and before bed will
keep the muscles toned, and

you will be less susceptible Lo

gxercise n the

strains and sprains
Nothing elaborate just
zome knee bends, sit-ups, and
push-ups will suffice
he lazy man = notl going
tn  bhe Vietnam
DEROS

healthy  in
Take the time and

healihy
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MEDCAP Milestone

“Brave and Bold™

wedie from Ist B, Gth Inf,

SP4 Carl J.

Alkens (Bay City, Mich.),

removes n splinter from the foot of the 50,003 MEDCAF patient from the Ky Sanh Villnge

area.  (Photo by SI'

Art Noel, 52%rd Sig. Bn.)

Hoi Chanh Number 1
For 3-1 Infantrymen

By SP4 TONY SWINDELL

LZ BRONCO A =oldier-
medie with the 3rd NVA Div
surrendered himsell to  the
2l ARVN Div. at Quang
MNgai under the Chieu Hoi
program.

Two days later, he proved
his sincerity when he saved
two wounded Americans dur-
ing an ambush, and became
a casualty himself in the at-

tempt.
The former enemy soldier
told his interrogators that

his whole company wanted
to Chieu Hoi, but were afraid.
He agreed to cooperate with
the “Jungle Warriors” in con-
yvineing hizs old unit to give
up,

Alirborne Message

From a helleopter, the Hol
Chanh gu'ded the Americans
to an arcea eighl miles south-

west ol Due Pho, where he
said his company was dug in.
Cireling the area, he broad-
eazt n message which said in
part:

“Diear {riends, all the cadre
in the NVA have lied. They
brought us to South Viet-
nam 1o die from attacks, lack
of food, and medical supplies.
Word of yvour death does not

reach your families.
On Patrol
“Dear friends Nam, Lang,
Huong, Chanh, Khoa, and

Dung, 1T know you are un-
happy, sick, hungry, thirsty,
and want to leave the NVA.
You will receive good treat-
ment if you turn yoursell in.
Follow my example.”

The next day, he volunteer-
ed to accompany B Co., 3-1
Inf. into the area he pointed

Launch Anti-Plague Drive

LZ BRONCO—Doctors of
Hospital “B."”" 23rd Med. Bn.

recently concluded a  four-
day campaign against the
plague.

The campaign was inspired
by CPT Louis I, Ellis (Phila-
delphin), who, realizing that
the number of plague cases
was on the increase in the
area, rcontacted Vielnamese
government officials and ac-
quired the serum from them.
The serum used was manu-
faciured In Saigon.

“Approximately 12,000 peo-
ple tn the Duc Pho aren were
inoculated during the opera-
tion,” explamed Dr. Ellis
“We aceomplished this with
the help of Vielnamese doc-

tros amd nrzes who  in-
aeulated  villagers  around
the Tue Pho arvea.”

The American doctors

treated  children at  three
loeations 'n Due Pho: the
June 22, 1969

Catholic Orphanage, the Pub-

lie Forces Dispensary, and
the Duc Pho Provioeial
Hospital.

“Children are most sus-
ceptible to the plague,” com-
mented Dr. (CPT) Raymond
Hurm, i(Cincinatti), “and [or

this reason it is important to
make certain they get the
serum.”

Dr. (CPT) Bruce Cutler
{Wilmington, Del,) emphasiz-
ed that the medical program
is designed to teach the Viet-
namese as well as provide
them with  much needed
medical attention.

“We  give medical treat-
ment and train them to care
for themselves,” he said “and
in a short time the Viet-
numese  doctors we  irained
will care for their people
with little assistance from
us.” (11th IO

out hefore,

Lending an “Always First™
glement  down a  well-worn
trail, the former NVA point-
ed out several empty bunkers
which were heavily fortified
with dirt and stone,

Several  hundred meters
from the suspecied enemy
Iocation, he halted the ele-
ment and warned them of the
enemy presence ahead,

The B Co soldiers ap-
proached the location ecau-
tiouslv., but the NVA opened
up on them, pinning them
down.

Spotting two  wounded
American soldiers laying in
the line of fire, the Hoi
Chanh jumped from his cover
and attempted to drag the
soldier to safety, but he was
eut down by the enemy fire,

Gusty Fellow

“We were a little suspici-
ous of him at first,” said
1LT Thomas E. Petty (Okla-
homa City, Okla.), 3rd Pt
Ldr., “but he kept leading u=
to signs of recent ememy ac-
tivitv. When we had two
men hurt, he went right in
after them. The guy is a
gusty little fellow.™

“It really surprised me
how cooperative he was”
noted SP4 Edward A. Mar-
chinkoski (Cromwell, Conn.l,
a sguad leader. “He wvolun-
teered to walk point all day.
and really went into action
when we were hit,”

Friendly Persuasion

Recovering in a Chu Lai
hospital, the former NVA
soldier said that he wants to
return to the field and help
convinee his old comrades-in-
arms to turn themselves in.

“We are tired and want to
go home,” he said. “Only
when the war ends can we
do this, and I want to help
end " (11th I

SOUTHERN CROSS

K-C Counts To Three
Causes NVA To Flee

TAM KY -A wvoung K
Scoul  suddenly  re-
nlizedd Thal one and one never
gfqual three and ook
tn ecorrect the addition and
probhably saved the lives ol
an  Americal Deutenant and
i fellow interpreter

B Co. 2nd Bn. 1st Inf
was conducting a search and
vlear patrol on Hill 300, eight
miles northwest of  here,
when 1st plt. ldr, 1ILT David
E. Yates (Chesapeake, Va.)
called for a break.

Carsan

dchion

Tactical =niff

While [ootweary infantry-
men formed a perimeter and
sat down to relax. SGT Tran
Kinh Thuong, the Kit Carson
Scout, continued o cast
about like a nervous blood-
hound snilfing out clues.
MNear the perimeter, he dis-
covered a new and freshly-
used trail.

“Thuong ranges around a
lot on his own and is pretty
good at finding things, and
we decided to check it out,”
said 1LT Yates. So he and

Thuong moved  down  the
tra’l as another Kit Carson
Seoul SGT Nguyen Van
Mroc watched from above
“CHek What souncded: like
a ille “safely’ snapped in

the brush amnd the wo drop-
ped 1o the ground. Moving
slowly off the trail to check
thev found nothing.

Two's Coipany

From hizs wvantage point
pbove, SGT Ngoc walched
the three men approaching
up  the trail.  “What was
that?" He looked again.
“Yeg there were three!™ 1LT
Yates and SGT Thuong were
being followed at a distance
by a NVA with an AK-4T.

A short bursgt barked from
SGT Npoc's M-16, and a very
suprised NVA crashed into
the brush leaving behind his
pistol belt, a hammock and
three AK-47T magazines,

“He could have gotten us
bath eagily,” said 1LT Yates,
“I'm sure glad Ngoc was
walching closely enough to
notice the extra man,” (1961h
10

Hang A Leﬂ' Then...

An ARVN saldicr questions o villager during o cordon and

search operation near Tam Ky,
the ARVN unit te a VO arms cache,

Guerrant, Amerieal 10}

The Vietnmmese woman led
{(Photo by SP5 Bill
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Poem and Art By SGT ALFRED ANTHONY
198th Inf. Bde.

We are strangers in this country . . .
During our hectic days
We may pass without noticing

Our rewards for coming here.

We can easily see the blisters of war
On the flesh of the land
But the people themselves

Carry our prize.

Those who are free to work their farms
To harvest every substance for their lives
The greatest of which may be
A substance of determination

T'o rebuild what has fallen

These are people who possess the attributes of their country
You see the strength of the mountains in their hands
The clarity of mountain waters in their eyes

The determination of the forests in their faces.

Our reward for coming here is to see these people at peace

We are helping to keep harmony in their lives.




NVA Abandons Hill,
Resistance Smashed

LA STINSON--Pop! Pop!
The men of O Co, 181 Bn
52nd Infl. knew the sound and
hit  the ddirt, later
an eniémy  mortsn
spewed dirt and rocks over
their position in the thickets

on this forward [rebose

C Co. was dispatched [rom
their night laager Lo ailence
those same S2mm and G60mn
tubes which for geveral hours
had Inbbed rounds on the LE

The infantrymen, with
members of H Trp., 17th Cav.
appreached the hill, and the
NVA mortarmen turned their
tubes on the onecoming  sol-
diers.

We were moving out when
we  heard the pop of the

Seconds
barrage

tubes,” =atd SP4 Gary P.
Tamagni (Detroild, a ma-
chinegunner with H Trp.

“Three of my buddies just
pot through the rear door
when ftwo B2mm  rounds
slammed  behind our track,
one on the right, and two
5Tmm recoilless rounds hit on
the lefr,

“Ihey  had usg zeroed in,"”
he exelnimed

Moriar and artillery were
called on the stormy hill, and

‘Chinook” Above,
Pad Crews Irked
By Sniper Below

LZ PROFESSIONAL—I1
sevmis ns Though yvour work
is never done when vou're on
a lomd'ng zone, and more so
when vou're under [ire.

One of the busiest men
here s resupply NCO, 5GT
George Lind { Millerton,
NY.) from Co. B, 1s1 Bn.,

46th Inf.

“We gel in six resupply
helicopters o day,” explained
Lind, “and recently we've
had quite a few problems
with snipers, They pick most-
Iy on Chinooks.

“We were working on the
lower pad, but it got so bad
we had to work resupply mis-
sions on the higher one,
which doez not give us too
much room to move around.

“A Chinook was hit with
a recoiless rifle round right
after it dropped in some am-
muniticn. The pilot set it
down and evervone got out
before it burst into flame.

“Ancther Chinook wWas
bringing in a water trailer
and started receiving sniper
fire. Its windshield was shot
out, and it dropped the trail-
er from thirty feet to get out.

“1 have three supply men
and an ammunition man
working for me,” commented
Lind as he ducked because
the command and control
ship from the 1-46 Inf, was
coming  n and receiving
sniper fire,

“That sniper is right below
us, but he must have a hole
out there,

“My men are ready when
the Chinooks come fn, but
with that sniper down there
wir have our work cut o
for us” concluded the tired,
but  tireless  presupply  ser-
geant. (Americal 100
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the "Headv Hilles
swering with a raim of small
arms and agiomalic Weapons
fire

W -

The fight wa: over in
twenty minutes when  the
NVA broke contact.

assaulted  the
bastion with the ACAVs
sweeping  through the bhed-
rerow where the communists
had directed their recoilless
rifle attack carlier.

The troops

“Wea then ran into a wall
of machinegun [fire” =aid
1ILT Carl W. McDaniel
(Mountain Park., Okla.), 3rd
plt. Idr. of C Co. “We got
right up against them when
they started throwing gren-
pdes. It took three air
sirikes to soften them up.”

After the air strikes the
“Brave and Bold” continued
their push still under fire,
and silenced the enemy's
mortar fire.

SGT Jerry W. Collins
(Jenkins, Ky.b, a squad lead-
er, charged three separate
spider holes and killed three
enemy soldiers with his M-16
and grenades.

“He was wounded by one
of the grenades thrown at
him.” said 1LT McDan'el,
“hut 1 was Colling” effort
that pot us (o ithe cnemy's
mortar tube and their am-
munition”

Along with the 82mm mor-
tar, the szoldiers l'i!irllll'l:"l." a
Bimm moriar, a Chinese ma-
chineesun, and an AK-47 rifle,
LAmer eal IO

Combat In Review

DUSTY ACAV froon E Trp.. Ist Cave moves cantiously over the rough terrain south of
the area where A Co, 1-20 trapped siv VO In their coey little hole hidden ander o tres. E
Trp. was operating with B Co. in squeezing the VO towards A Co. who were awaiting  the

rendeevons,

{Photo hy 5P Steve Tipton, 11th Bde, 10)

Tree a VC, More In a Hole

Sharp Ears, Quick Draw

L% LIZ—It's spring time
and the trees are blooming
in southern Quang MNgal pro-
vinee: Two 11th Bde. =oldiers
of the recon plt, 15t Bn,
20th  Infl. recently came

1-20 Bridge Toll Too Costly
NVA Night Fighters Repelled

DUC PHO- The soldiers
of the 11th Bde. responded
to a call when A Co, 1st Bn.,
20th Inf. came under heavy
fire while guarding a bridge
gix miles north of here.

The squad bridge guard
was hit by NVA soldiers who
under the cover of heavy
gmall arms fire, RPGs, and
Chicom grenades cut the con-
certinn wire and moved to-
wards the bridge defense.

“T was in the TOC when
we received a radio message
from the men on the bridge
saying that they were under
attack and additional troops
and supporting fire were
needed  immediately,” =aid
SGT Donald A. Troops (MNovi,
Mich.),

Gunzhips of the 174th Aslt.
Hel. Co. rushed to LZ Liz
where the "Sykes Regulars”
were being given last minute
instruction by their platoon
leaders, 1LT Stephen T.
Mevoring (Hochester, N.Y.)
and 1LT Edward J. Durana
Jr. (Hvattsville, Md.j,

While suppori preparations
were underway on the L7
the men on the bridge had
the'r hands full. The [first
heavy barrage of enemy [ire

pinned  the men down and
pach shol was countered with
BPG: and small arms fire.

PFC Charles P. Payne
iPittsburgh) a medic, who
was pinned in the bunker at
the south end of the bridge
and was unable to cross o
give aid to the wounded men
on the other end, began call-
ing in and adjusting mortar
fire.

“We were dropped 200
meters north of the bridge
and drew a heavy volume of
small arms fire from the
NVA who had manned the
fighting positions at  the
north end of the bridge,

“We laid down a base of
fire and maneuvered into
position to hlock any retreal-
ing NVA, and got to the ones
firing at us” explained 1LT
Mevering.

When the firing had stop-
ped six NVA had been killed
and four AK-47 rifles were
captured, The documents on
one dead NVA identified him
a5 an offlcer.

The combined efforizs of
the ‘nfantrymen and  the
pilots turned a sneak attack
nto defeat for the luckless
NVA. (11th IO

SOUTHERN CROSS

across an unusual tree that
yvielded sx VO kills,

Just hefore T, The
“Svkes Regulars” led by 1LT
Jack RKurtzman (Hamburg,
MN.Y.) et up in a defensive
porimeter  for security  and
ohow,

They were gong o remain
in this posifion in the heavily
vegetated area for the re-
mainder of the afternoon,
and move o an ambush site
at might.

Seout teams were employ-
ed outside of the small peri-
meter and one team was sent
for water.

SP4 Jerald Smith (Tra-
verse City, Md.) and 5P4
Baolhiby Imman (Center, Tex.)
wialked toward the Tra Cau
River in search of water,

“T was walking down a
small trail and heard move-
ment to my right and above
me. I whivled around and
fired," explained Smith.

A VC who had apparently
been on guard, toppled from
the tree—shot through the
chest,

The two infantrymen made
a thorough scarch of the tree

hase, Tnman discovered that
the tree was hollow with a
tunnel entrance, and he de-
tected several enemy moving
helow.

“1 had my M-16 on auto-
matic—pointed it in the tun-
nel and expended an entire
magazine,” Inman explained.

They called for demolitions
and  reinforcements from
their squad. Claymore mines
were detonated to open the
entrance, and upon excava-

tion, five VC bodies were
found.
Other items captured in-

cluded: uniforms, ponchos,
canteens, freshly cooked rice,
and propaganda leaflets from
the Quang MNgai and Duc
Pho Viet Cong information
offices.

CPT Alfred N. Webb Jr.
{La Jaolle, Calif.} battalion
5-2 pointed out, *“Thiz was a
local force recon sguad that
was in this area to observe
US. troop activities. The
squad was  trapped in &
acigmors manseuver with B Co.
and E Trp., 1st Cav. to the
south and A Co. to the west."
(11th IO

M-16 Magazine Saves Ranger,
No Blood, No Hole, No Nothing

LZ BALDY The NVA
sapper squeczed off a round
aimed for SP4 Roberr J.

Parker (Chicugud of the
196th Inl. Bide.
The weapon sang a lone

report aml Parker, from G
Co,, Tath Inf. reeled under
the impact of the bullet and
erashed into the dirt.
Parker was crawling away

like an olive-tfiraby  crahb,
serambling for cover. Crouch-
ing behind a barrier, the
“"Charger” searched for his
wound, Mo blood, no seratch

There was, however, a gap-
ing hole in his ammo pouach
and embedded in the last
magazine, just zhort of Par-
ker's sk'n, was the lead slug
(196th 10}
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Division’s Deft Detectives
Discover Long Gone Silver

When  the Awmerical  was
sent fo Jupan for oceupation
duty in 1845, 2LT (now LTC)
Bruce Jdacobs of the Pacific
Army News Bureaun was sent
to ecover o strange news
story concerning division sol-
diers.

Now o member of the Pa.
National Guard, LTC Jacobs
was on a O-day  tour in
Vietnam and visited Cho Lal.
It was then that he recalled
the odd events he had report-
wd 24 yvears bhefore.

The story that follows is a
condensed  version of “The
Gireat Americal Division
Treasure Hunt” written by
LTC Jacobs at the end of
WWIL

Treasure hunts usually are
associated with sea adven-
ture, Captain Kidd type
characters, treasure islands
hanging off the edge of the
world, and great ships with
hundreds of pirates swinging
from wvardarms with silver
swords,

But the Americal treasure
hunt was a little different
without such legendary fan-
tasy. This unusual saga be-
gan  shortly  after the unit
arrived in Japan [ollowing
V-] Day in 1945.

On an October morning,
LTC Howard N, Smalley, the
drd Bn., 164th Inf. com-
mander, ealled for Infantry
CPT Richard L. Cohen
{Philadelphial to report to
him.

Hidden Silver

LTC Smalley was engros-
sed in a detailed map of the
Yamnnishi Prefecture =outh
of Tokvo and surrounding
terrain, He recognized CPT
Cohen's  entrance with a

fleeting smile,

The colonel jabbed a pen-
cil at the map: “Thal's
Qdawnara, Seems our people
found 102 bars of silver
stashed away in a warehouse,
Intelligence section is certain
there's a huge silver hoard
scmewhere—we've gol Lo gel
our hands on it before it goes
underground for keeps."

The pencil trailed away
from Tokyvo and cireled a dot
S0-miles to the north.

“You'll head for this town
— Kusakabe. Start the search
there,” said LTC Smalley.
“We have a slim lead—the
Kasugai-Mura Warehouse
Campany.”

CPT Cohen saluted and
started toward the door.
“Good Hunting!” shouted the
colonel,

The treasure hunt opera-
tion began that same day
with CPT Cohen, two lieu-
tenants, and a platoon-size
patrol from I Company. They
stopped in the evening at
Kofu, west of Tokyo, 1o
bivouae for the night,

Thickening Plot

One  hour after leaving
Kofu, the patrol rumbled into
Kasukahe and pulled in front
of the police station. CPT
Cohen spoke to the Chief of
Folice, Yoshishiko Oshiba,
explaining that the purpose
of the patrol was to survey

all available warehouse
Space.
After hours of unsuccess-

ful searching, a crest-fallen
and dog-tired group returned
to City Hall to set up quar-
ters for the night.

While chatting with Chief
af Police Oshiba the follow-

HOARDED SILVER BARS uncovered by infanirymen of
the Amerieal Dvision on October 9, 1845, are prepared for
shipment to the Japanese Finance Minisiry by an Americal

lieutenant and tech sergeant.
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ing morning, CPT Cohen
casually mentioned that he
had not seen the well-known
Kasugai-Mura Warehouse,
The Chiel appeared puzzled
by this remark.

“The GI interpreter turned
tee Cohen and said, "He says
there's no such place. But
there's a town called Kasu-
rui with several warchouses
that farmers use for storing
their vrops.”

None of the warehouses at
Kasugai contained any sus-
picious materials.

Later the Americans got
their first break when a
search party wuncovered 10
tons of tin in a freight shed
near the railroad station.

Curious Tin

The railroad assistant man-
ager, Oruyama, testily told
the captain that he knew
only that the tin was con-
signed te a farmer named
Kashiro Haibara, a prominent
man in the village.

Cohen had the tin ship-
ment placed under lock and
key.

The next morning Cohen
digspatched LT Holland with
12 men to continue the probe
of the Wusakabe town and
the Higashi-Mura sector. In
the eommand wvehicle Cohen
led his small group out to
the Kashiro Haibara's wast
and beautiful estate.

The wealthy estate-owner
greeted the wvisitors courte-
“ously. He nodded politely
when the Americans explain-
ed their wish to look around
the egrounds, agreeing o
show the way,

Clueless Search

Cohen  walked alongside
the old man, noting that the
large “hyakusho” consisted
principally of the main house
and  two  Jarge  barn-like
structures.

The search did not pro-
duce a single clue—it seemed
impossible that the silver
could bhe in either of the
barns. Nor had mine detec-
tors provided any leads.,

“What are your plans for
that shipment of tin?"
“in "

The shipment at the
freight  shed,” Cohen con-
tinued.

“0Oh, wes"” Haibara ex-

plained. *“The tin was sent
to Kasugal by the Mitsubishi
Warehouse Company in To-
kyo, for safekeeping, and will
eventually bhe used in the
manufacture of kitchen uten-

Silverless Town

On the following day
Cohen decided to put his
cards on the table in front
of the Chief of Police. The
Chief was deferential—hut he
was rertain that the Ameri-
cans were wrong about the
town being a hiding place for
an illegal hosrd of silver,

It was the first time since
their meetng almost  twa
davs earlier Cohen thought
about Oruyama, the belliger-

ent nassistant  freight man-
ager. Cohen decided to pay
him another visit. Oruvama

SOUTHERN CROSS

This playful young miss, who appeared in the division

area with

the “Pussycat An

G Go" entertainers enjoys

frolicking on the Combat Center Beach. Her prop, a picee of
driftwood that happened ashore, enabled the svelte Australian

to make like a female Robinson Crusoe,

Clark, Americal T0)

{Photo by SP4 Dave

parried and gave little in-
formation.

Several of the soldiers con-
tinued to check the goods
stacked in the freight ware-
house, One innocent-looking
corner disclosed a flimsy par-
tition. The soldiers had un-
covered 43-tons of tin.

Jig Is Up

“I told you I wanted to
see a f[reight receipt for
every shipment of metals—
where's the receipt for this
shipment?”

The receipt showed a ship-
ment for 43-tons of medical

supplies  for civilian  use,
which arrived in April
Oruvama took it gquietly

while Cohen read the “Riot

Act” to him. The American

captain glanced at hizs wateh.
Metallic Farmer

“You've an hour—one hour
—to produce all the records
I asked for. Deliver them to
the Chief of Police, or vou're
in trouble, You're practical-
ly out of business now!"

The freight records show-
ed that the 43-tons of tin—
like the previously discover-
ed ten tons-—was charged to
Kashireo Haibara. The four
sheets which had been clip-
ped together listed a ship-
ment of silver also charged
to the estate-owner.

“If wvou wanted to look
again,” the rich farmer fal-
tered, “it will be quite im-
possible My foreman went
on vacation and accidentally
took all the kevs with him."

"You better produce an-
ather sel of kevs, We know

yvouve got the silver and
we're going to find It i we
have 1o tear this place
apart!"”

The farmer listened stonily
and sighed, He then produced
keys.

Once  again  the search
party started scouring the
vast estate., Every inch of
the twn barns was investigat-
ed—Dbut to no avail.

Again Cohen's eyes roved
over the great estate and
then a wide grin creazed his
face. He beckoned his men
to follow him toward o de-
lapidated-looking gatehouse,

Halbara stumbled along
behind him weakly protest-
ing the waste of time.

They crashed open the
door, and saw canvas and
straw-covered mounds, The
crude wrappings torn aside,
the members of the treasure
hunt patrol eagerly eved the
lomg  sought after silver
hoard.

Silvery Treasure

MNow Haibara admitted to
Cohen that he and other
farmers in the neighborhood
had been entrusted with
varying amounts of precious
and semi-precious metals,

He produced records that
led to C.5. seigure of large
stores of copper, tin, zine,
lead, and antimony,

When CPT Cohen complet-
ed his inventory for LTC
Smalley he found himself in
possesion  of  exaeclty 2,660
ignots of silver—more than a
hundred tons of the precious
ore.

After the Oceupation end-
ed, the $1.343.000 hoard of
silver was turned over to
Japan's Finance Ministry to
determine the rightful
OWNEeTS.
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For General Who Has Everything

Give Hand-made Arty.

CHU LAI SP4 Robert
Boind  (LaFollette, Tenn,),
Co. D, 723d Maint. Bn., likes
to build things,

A machinist hoth  before
and ofter entering the Army.
5P4 Baird recently completed
a min‘ature brass Civil War
cannon as-a farewell gift for
the departing division com-

Ancient Custom
Real Bonanza
For Graduates

CHU

LAI—Back in the
place fondly referred to as
“the world,” graduation gifts
are i Common ocfturance.

In the eves of the grad-
uates, however, the Viet-
namese are one up on their
American  counterparts.  In-
stead of receiving gifts only
upon  commencement, Viet-
namese students receive gifts
prior to each summer vaca-
Lion.

According to ARVIN MAJ
Co Van Cao, the Ly Tin dis-
trict chief, “the gift-giving
ceremony  doesn't have a
specific name, but it is quite
an old custom in Vietnam.
The gifts are donated to the
sthool by parents and fami-
lieg who do =0 to show their
faith and interest in  the
srhools,”

In each school village, pro-
minent persons are selected
to attend the ceremony of
“gift-giving,” and generally
include the province, distriet,
and village chiefs and the
elders of the area.

In the Chu Lai MNew Life
hamlet, near here, several
Americans were invited 1o
participate in this year’s an-
nual ceremony,

Songs by the more than
300 children. followed by
speeches made by the dis-
trict chief and several citi-
zens, and dances by the
vounger school girls preceed-
&d the gift-giving.

The [estivities ended with
refreshments all around and
many exciled gigegles as the
children unwrapped presents
Tn prove that children are
chilidren even in this war-
torn land, when asked what
he was going to do during
hi= simnmer veealion, one lit-
tle lad replied 'n English, “go
swmming.” (Americal T0)

mander, MG Charles M,
Gettys,

The  cannon,
from brass and
took Baird more
hours of his own
complete,

S5P4 Baird attended the
Knoxville (Tenn.) Vocational
and Technological Training
Center before induction into
the Army.

While attending the school,
Baird was one of 70 outstand-
ing students selected by the
Union Carbide Corp, (Oak
Ridge, Tenn.) to attend an
advanced on-the-job training
program sponsored by the
company.

SP4 Baird wondered what
tvpe of farewell momento
would be fitting for the de-
parting commander, 1 was
looking through a magazine
when I spotted a picture of a
cannon,” Baird said.

“I thought, what would be
more appropriate for a gen-
ernl than a miniature can-
non?" (Americal 10}

lashioned
mahogany,
than 10K
Lime 1o

Refugees Back
To New Homes

LZ BALDY—It was a long
road back to their wvalley
homes, but the former re-
sidents of Hiep Duc are re-

turning by the hundreds,

A trip from the Tam Ky
refuger  center, transported
one thousand Vietnamese by
truck 18 miles here. then 12
miles along dusty Provincial
Highway 3535, and a final
nine miles by chinook from
LZ Ross to their new homes.

The new living structures
were built in advance by re-
fugees already estahlished in
Hiep Due,

The refugees were hot,
dirty and exhausted, and
were struggling to keep their
families together among the
hundreds of milling people.

Their family possessions
were tied on their backs, and
habies were protected from
the hot sun by various hats
ranging from [rving skillets

to  Hershey chocolate bar
boxes
Presently. the new citizens

are completing their homes
amid the ruing of the former
community that attacks de-
stroyved four vears ago.

(196th 1O

Call Him Mister No More

DUC PHO-—The
“mister”

next

time
. you had betier look twice— he's liable to be a sir!

you call that mister

The most recent Americal soldier 1o take advantage
of the USARV direcl commission program is former War-

rant Officer Geoflfrey R,
Aszault Hel. Co.
A onetime “slick™

Smith of 14th Awvn,

aircraft commander

Bn.'s 17th

“Shark"

and

gunship pilot, hrand-new 2LT Smith s now assistant opera-

tions officer of the 14th.
"Firat I came to fly,”

I felt that by

use of

said the erstwhile mister,
taking a commission I could make better
my potential both in Army administration and the

“but

expanding Army Aviation program,”

Upon DEROS in July,
Basic

Transportation Officer

(16 CAG TO)

2LT Smith will attend the

Course at Ft. Eustis, Va.
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MINIATURE, BEASSs AND MAHOGANY,
Kobert Baird of the 725rd Maint, Bn.,
girt.

Civil War Cannon  was Imr.ll-m:ulr Iy
and presented to MG Charles M. Gettys as o farewell
{(Photo by CPT Cary 5, Sklaren, Americal 10

=4

Division Trains RF-PF Officers

CHU LAI—It was an im-
pressive ensemble of snappy
salutes, clicking heels, and
inspiring speeches  welded
into a motion that rese above
the deep roar of the South
China Sea.

On May 19 the Americal
Div. Combat Center initiated
a l4-day Combat Leadership
and Orvientation Course for
junior officers of Regional
and Popular Forees units
throughout I Corps Tactical
Zone,

The course was designed to
perfect the military know-
ledge and the capable leader-
ship preparation to command
a company or perform staff
functions in  units ranging
from company group lo see-
tor level,

“The main objective of the
course {5 to supplement the

New COs

(Continued Trom Page 1)
ta July 1967. He
with [our children.

COL Kroesen was reassigh-
ed to the Pentagon

The new “Brave and Bold”
commander, COL Whitting-
ton, took over (rom COL
Robert B, Tully who was re-
assigned to o Headguarters,
Depariment of the Army,

COL Whittington =erved a
previous  tour here as &
MACY advisor at Tuy Hoa,
in 1964-65 and most recently
zerved in the Pentagon with
the affice of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff.

Also  married and the
father of four children, the
198th OO resides in MeLean,
fa.

The three hattalion chang-
es of command consisted of
two new infantry COs  and
ane new  armored squadron
leader.

LTC Clarence T, Campbell
(Rockville, Md.) took over
the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., 196th
Bde. from LTC Sinclair L.
Melner; LTC  Albert J.
Smith (Fairfax, Va.) replac-
ed LTC Jack €. Davis with
the 4th Bn., ‘3rd Inf, 11th
Bde.; and LTC John H. Dure
i5 the new leader of the
“Diragoons” of the 1st Sqdn.,
st Cav., assuming command
from LTC E‘hill['l Bolte

SOUTHERN CROSS

s married

Vietnamess officer
Bioutai aild 1L

training
Randall

J. Hain (San Jose, Calif.),
program OIC,
“Personnel  attending  the

course are trained in the use
of American equipment and
conduct of Allied operations,”
he added.

Tweniy Junior officers
from I Corps participated in
the first class. These indivi-
duals are selected from the
ranks of aspirant (a soldier
training to become an of-
ficer), second and first lieu-
tenants. While at the Com-
bat Center, they are afforded
the same privileges as Ameri-
cal replacement officers

The instructor staff is com-
posed of bhoth Combat Center
and ARVN personnel. Four
ARVN ‘nierpreters are pro-
vided [or the clazses present-
ed by Americal instructors,

The ARVN instructors are
from Rach Gia, the Viet-
namese  military  academy
located in Saigon, There are
two OICs, one Vietnamese,
the other American.

The 30-hours of instroction
presented by Combat Center
instructors  are  directed to-
wiird  three basic  subjecls:
map reading, weapons fami-
liarization, and the organiza-
tion and operation of the
Americal Div.

Vietnamese instructors pre-
senl Af-hours of mstruction
on palitieal warfare, tactics

of the VC and NVA, and the
organization and operation of
Regional Forces and Popular
Forces units,

CPT Thuan, the
namese program  of
tion coordinator stated, "“This
program is very good. The
class helps the PF and RF
officers to perfect their mili-
tary  knowledge for betier
commanding the field com-

Viet -
instruc-

pany and improves their
knowledge of staff func-
tions,"

Twelve days of the pro-
pram are devoted to actual
classroom instruction, while
the other two days are speni
touring units in the Chu Lai
ATEA

The class visits an infan-
try bhattalion and a direct
support  artillery  hattery
which are engaged in tactical

aperations. Aviation, en-
gineer, signal, medical, sup-
ply and mainienance uniis

are also toured.

“You have been fighting
this war longer than we
have, and we both stand a
chanee of gaining from this
course,” said LTG Herman
Nickerson, Third Amphibious
Foree Commander, at  the
opening . ceremonies We
know how to handle the
MNVA, but it will be the duty
and responsibility of vour RF
and PF units to conquer the
VC. Thatl success rests upon
vour leadership as officers”

Lamar Plain

(Continued Troms Page 1)

employing small arms  fire
and mortars. Other units of
the 1-500=t Inf. soon [ound
thems=elves in contact during
the day, as did B Trp., 2nd
Sqdn.. 17th Cav. The final
enemy tally for the day was
eight MNVA killed by the
101st, and =ix VC killed by
the 3rd Bn., 16th Artv.'s B
Blrys.

Moderate contact contin-
ed through May 27 in the
familinr pattern of maortar
and small arms fire comingg
fraom entrenched positions
and bunkers reinforced with
thick walls and roofs, More
than 100 NVA/VC were kill-
el in the 10-day pericd that

Begins
aaw  extensive maneuvering
throughout the ragged trian-
gle,

Heady To Fight

COL Richard'A. Bresnahan
(Falls Church, Va.), com-
mander of the 1st Bde,
summed up the action: “The
fighting has been sporadical-
l¥ heavy, with the NVA =al-
diers showing a willingness
to fight. The enemy is well-
trained, fighting from well-
entrenched positions

“However, we have pushed
him hack at every step and
relieved the pressure on the

Tam Ky-Tien Phuoe area,
which iz what we were
brought here to do. Now, we

w' ! ~ontinue

enemy.”

lo seek- oul the
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