The ‘Chargers’ Invaded By Men From MARS

LZ BALDY —Calling home [(rom Vietnam win
the MARS network hoz always been 8 well receiv-
ed special service to the soldier. But the signal
platoon from the 196th Inf. Bde, is carrying the
MARS service even a little farther—aon their backs,

“Of course, the calls are available to the guys
in the rear area and on the L¥Zs" said 1LT Jay
Reese, leader of the 156th Sig. Plt. "Butl there
wasn't much opportunity for them to call home
until they got out of the field.”

Sno the four-man MARS crew decided to correct
the prohlem as sonn as possible.

“IT they couldn’t come in to use the station, we
wolld just have to find 8 way to take the station
to them."” said SP4 Frederick Pernert,

From Field To Family

The problem of transmitting [rom the field was
solved by attaching a PRC-T4 radio to a rucksack.
This powerful transmitter allowed the “Men from
MARS" to relay through their station from up to
50 miles away,

“Tdeally, we would have one man and radio
with each battalion to alternate between the come-
panies,” eaid 1LT Reesec.

As B company sets up its night defensive posi-
tion, or late in the day, the "Man from MARS"
jolng the unit by resupply helicopter and spends
the night ariginating calls for that company.

MARE Calling
“Depending on how many  guys want (o call
home from the field, the station basically belongs
to that company that night," added Permert.
Adding a special service to an already special
service I8 not easy, but the “Charger” radiomen
are doing just that,
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Allies

LZ BRONCO—A joint
effort of the 2nd ARVIN
Div. and troops from the  were
11th Inf. Bde. recently
spoiled enemy plans to
attack and capture ters
Quang Ngai City.

Persistent intelligence re-
parts of a large-scale enemy

unit planning an offensive
against the provincial capi- -

made mobile hlocking man-
euvers as enemy pull-backs
reported,”
Dan Prather, battalion liason
officer to ARVIN headquar-

Repel Attack

LTC Lowder explained, “The
“War Lord® helicopters of the
123rd Awn. Bn. deserve great
credit for staying on the hot
LZs, extracting casualties
and carrying out the effec-
tive repositioning of the
elements,” he noted.

“As the battalion ap-
proached the enemy-occupied
objectives," related SP5
Wayne Marek, operations
NCO at the temporary base

said CPT

Well-fortified Enemy
As 3rd Bn. 1st Inf. com-
panies hegan their sweep,
they came under heavy small

Vietnoese President Nguyen Van Thieu Is greeted by
MG COharles M. Gettys. President Thieu visited Chu Lal to
present BG Howard H. Cooksey with the Republic of Vietnam
Nationul Order 5th Clnss and the Cross of Gallantry with

palm, (Photo by 628rd Sig. Bn.)

198th Kills 17

In All-Day Fight

LZ BAYONET—"Regulars"
of the 198th Inf. Bde. and
supporting air power recent-
Iv killed 17 NVA in the high-
land region, known as “Roc-
ket Ridge.” southwest of Chu
Lak

The batlle began early in
the moming when infantry-
men of Cn. C, 1st Bn., Gth
Inf., engaged a sgingle NVA
near & small clearing. As
they moved forward they
eame under sutomatic wea-
pons  and machinegun fire
from several concealed bunk-
ors.

While the point element
returned enemy fire, the re-
mainder of the company at-
tempted to flank the enemy
positions. As the "Regulars”
moved they were taken under
fire by other enemy bunkers,
Helicopter gunships and Jet
fighters were ecalled in for
support.,

Pitched Battle

Under the cover of mini-
guns and 20mm cannon [fire
the men advanced. A piteh-
ed battle of grenades and
small arms fire developed.

“We unsed fire and mam-
euver o work our way up
to each bunker," LT Michael
Myers, a C Co, platoon lead-
or said

As the battle developed,
Co. D soldiers moved in to
take the enemy-infested hill-

top from the rear. The lead
element  spotted five NVA
attempling 1o fice, Hand
grenades and small arms
fire lkilled three and drove
the others back into the
undergrowth.

Well-Concealed Bunkers

Air sirikes were called
within 200 meters of Co. D
a5 they came under heavy
automatic weapons fire from
concedled bunkers.  “Those
bunkers were unbelievable,”
gaid SGT Peter Bedford, a
Co, D squad leader. “You
eouldn’t see them until wyou
wers almost standing on top
of them."

With the arrival of dark-
ness,  artillery was hrought
in between Cos. C and D,
which were only 600 meters
apart.

With the exception of
some light contact with snip-
ers, the ridge was taken
without incident the next
day.

A thorough sweep of the
area uncovered 17 enemy
bedies, 21 fortified  bunkers,
23 covered fighting positions,
two automatic weapons posis
tions, one 122mm rockel, one
AK-AT, more than 5 rounds
of AK-47 ammunition, ten
G0mm mortar rounds, plus a
large amount of MVA in-
dividual equipment and sup-
plies.

tal, and subsequent ARVN
contacts in the area brought
a quick response from four
companies of the 3rd Bn., 1st
Inf.

After VC positions were
prepared by alr strikes and
artillery fire, the men of the
“Always First" battalion be-
gan combat assaulls against
the wenemy. The objective
was to secure three strong
points on the Tra Khue
River and drive the VC into
the ARVNs deployed as a
blocking force along the
river's north bank.

Mohlls Blocking Used
“The ARVNs continually

arms and aulomatic weapons
fire from pockets of enemy
resistance which used numer-
ong  command  detonated
mines scattered throughout
their well-fortified positions:

“We estimated the ememy
to be a main-force VC unit
with NVA advisors,” said
Battalion Commander 1LT

camp, "C Co.,, led by CPT
James O'Herron, ran into
what appeared to be the
enemy command post. They
encountered  heavy  small
urms fire and more command
detonated mines.”

422 Enemy Killed

The combined allied opera-
tion accounted for 422 enemy

Henry I, Lowder.
after the concentrated air
artillery strikes the
enemy was still dug in when and
we landed.”

Constant Movement Is Key

“Charlie” off guard
wng the key 1o the aperatinn

"Even  yilled in six days of fighting.

More than 893 small arms
crow-served  weapons,
numerous mines, grenades,
and explosives also  wore
captured.

The enemy threat against
Quang Npai City had been
atifled,

movement o

Om the Move—"Jungle Warriors™ of the 1lth Inf. Bde. take the offensive in recent action

near Quang Ngal City.

(Photo by SP5 David L. Tyler, 523rd Slg. Bn.)



Religion and You
Step By Step

BY CHAFPLAIN (LTC) JACK ¢. RANDLES

Asst, Div. Chaplain

A FATHER AND HIS S0ON were camped in a wonded
area a short distance {rom the nearest village. The [ather
had o letter which needed mailing and asked his son to take
it to the local post office. The father took his son to the
edge of the camp and peinted out the trall to the village.

“But, father,” said the small boy, “T don't see how Uhal
path will ever reach town."

The father took the boy's hand and pointed explaining,
“See down the trail to that big tree where it seems 1o come
to an end?"

“OH, YES BIR, 1 see that the path goes that far, but the
village i= not there”

“Well, when you get ta the big tree, you will see further
on around the bend and down the trail. Just go to the tree
and then follow it some more untll vou see some houses
When you come to the houses, you will see the post office,
There vou can mail my letter,"

THE LOVE OF GOD quite oflen withhaolds the view of
the entire distance of the bending rond of life. He reveals it
step by step and from corper to corner.  Thus, it I8 necessary
for us to trust Him, because He along knows whal is beyvond
the next turn.

He knows what lies ahead and whether we can cope with
it now or later. His corners are nol the end of the way.
Corners are designed to discipline our falth, to teach us
piitlence and to equip us for hlessing.

Lawyer’s Corner

Claims Against

BY (FT SALIM 4. BALADY
Legal Asslstance Officer

“TECHNICALITIES ARE TRAPS {or the unwary,"”
Nowbere in the administration of military affairs does the
maxim hold more true than in the processing of claims against
the United States.

Failure to comply with even the smallest technical re-
quirement of claims regulations can delay settlement for
months.

Claims against the United States are permitted under
the provisions of several statutes. The two most commaonly
used are the Military and Civilian Personnel Claims Act
(MCPCA) and the Federal Tort Claims Act (FTCA).

THE MCOPCA PERMITS recovery by military personnel
or civillan employees of the federal government of compensa-
tion for loss or damage 1o their personal property which
oceurs incident to their federal service.

Typical of claims which arise under the MCPCA are
those which seek recovery for loss or damage to household
goods suffered by military personnel during a permanent
change of station.

Typical of a civilian employee's claim is Toss or damage
to his automobile which oceurred when the employee used
his private automobile in carryving out government business.

The Federal Tort Claims Act permits recovery from the
government by members of the elvillan community who suffer
injury or damage as the result of the negligence of a govern-
ment agent, if the negligence can be legally attributed to the
government itself.

The most common FTCA claims are those based upan
automobile accidents in which the government driver, acting
within the scope of his employment, Is at fault.

OTHER BSTATUTES under which compensation for
damages may be sought from the federal government are:

—The Military Claims Act, which governs claims arising
out of the activities of military or civilian personnel acting
within the scope of their employment or otherwise in non-
combat activities.

—The Non-Scope of Employment Claims Act, under which
claims incident to the use of government vehicles and other
property of the United States not cognizable under other law
may be paid.

—The Nationn! Guard Claims Act, under which claims
arising from activities of National Guard personnel while
engaged in duty of training are cognizable,

—Title 10, United States Code, section 2534, which
governs claims arising from activities of foreign military
personnel in the United States pursusnt to a status of forces
agreement.

—Title 10, United States Code, section 939, under which
claims against members of the United Statez armed forces
for property willfully damaged or taken may be paid.

—The Foreign Claims Act, under which claims arising
In foreign countries are cognizahle,
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v¢ The Time Is Near >t

By SF0 LARRY BABITTS
Siaff NCOIC

The righi toe be heard
through representatives not
only in Washington, D.C.,
but at all levels of govern-
ment is an inherent right of
all Americans guaranteed by
the Constitution.

Voting has become a direct
responsibility of the indivi-
dual, gqualified citlzen. If
the majority of the people
could not or did not vote, it
would be possible for a poli-
tical minority to gain con-
tral of the government and
rule as dictators.

A prime example of the
effect of the individual vote
is the 1960 national election.
The popular vote of the De-
mocratic candidate was so
slim that the shift of only
one percent of the voters in
Texas or Illinois would have
resulted in a Republican wvic-
lory.

First Step Is Easy
The first step in assuring

that your ballot is counted is
quite easy. Make sure you
are eligible to vote; all states
require you lo be a US,
citizen as well as a resident
of that particular state and
voting locality for a certain
length aof time.

These vequired times vary
from three months in New
York State to two years re-
sidency required in Missi-
s=ippi.

Many states require you to
have been previously regis-
tered in order to cast an
absentes  ballot, but the
majority permit absentee re-
gistration.

Requirements Differ

Because each state has
almost complete control of
the eligibility requirements
—thus 50 different standards
—enach company in thiz divi-
sion has appointed a voting
officer.

He has a copy of the
newest Department of De-
fense booklet, *“Voting In-

Jtwice om the
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formation 1968, He can also
give yvou & Federal Post Card

Application (FPCA) Form
T8, If the FPCA Is not
available, just write all of

the necessary information on
a card and mall it to your
local voting office.

When filling oul the FPCA
be sure to legibly print or
tvpe all of the reguested in-
formation.

Your name must appear
application;
once in your own handwrit-
ing.

Your legal voting residence
and the name of your county
are also to be Incloded. Your
legal voting address must be
a place you have  actually
lived, mot just a residence
address.

Avoid Military Abbreviations

When putting your mili-
tary return address on the
application, avold whenever
possible the use of military
abhreviations: they tend to
confuse civilians.

Your signature on the form
must be witnessed by a com-
missioned officer.

Mail the FPCA as early as
possible. If you apply by
letter or post card, be sure
to include all of the neces-
sary  Information. Voting
eligibility requirements will
be given to you by the voting
officer,

Your written application
zlso must be witnessed by a
commissioned officer,

When your ballot comes in
the mall, read the Instruc-
tions printed on the outside
of the envelape first. Follow
all the instructions earefully
and remember: the cholce Is
yours.



Americal Engineer Gives
Instruction To ARVNs

_ﬁlmzmmwﬂ

Classroom instruction to orient ARVN engineers

QUANG NGAI--Complex machinery re-

Orientation was held in a class room, with

quires careful maintenance and a lot of tender
loving care. Realizing this, the 26th Engr.
Bn. zsent & maintenance officer to Quang Ngai
City to help the engineers of the 2Znd ARVN
Div, improve their competance,

CW2 Duane V. Seoit left the "White
Lions" headquarters at Chu Lai and traveled
south to the engineer battalion eompound.

the practical work taking place in the vard
outside. Mr. Scott, who worked with a Viet-
namese interpreter, checked the students’
familiarization with the nomeclature and
functions of the different types of equipment.

Alsa, through the interpreter, the drivers
and technicians were able 1o ask guestions
about the material they did not understand.
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Dream Cuming True
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Interpreter listens to next pointer
Fhotos by SP4 Bl Guerrant, I"hota Fdlior
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Village Self-Help Program Is A Success

QUE SON—A dream of the people of this
village is slowly being realized with the help ol
a hattalion of the 1961h Inl. Bde.
= A Tull-time doetor and a dispensary, huilt with
their own labor, will be the result of the program
now in effect.

What iz the major contribution of the 2nd
Bn., 1st Inf.? Food. Food to pay the wages of
the workers who have produced more than 8,000
glay hricks for the B-room structure.

Rice Supplied
“We zupply Que Son Distriet with all the

good, captured NVA/VC rice we find in our com-
hat operations,’” said the battalion’s civil affairs
aflieer, 1LT Roger Mulock. "In turn, it is used
to pay those laboring on the self-help program."

Sandbags of rice are also distributed to those
who cannot work, during regular MEDCAP
aperations.

Doctor Songht

The second aspect of the program is recruit-
ing a physician, MAJ Franklin L. Danahoe,
senior advisor for Que Son Distriet, explained,
“As soon as the dispensary is completed, we can

I

agk a doctor to come: live and work in Que Son.
He'll prabably have to come [rom Da Nang,
Hue, or Salgon, so we should have something to
offer him."

10,00 Refugees

By means of the help given by the 196th Bde.
to this village, overcrowded with 10,000 refugees,
the dispensary Is expected to be completed
shortly.

“We have a close working relationship with
the 2nd Bn. on LZ Ross” said MAJ Donahoe,
“The asgistance [rom their eivil affairs section
has aceelerated our program 100 percent.”
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‘Brave and Bold

Not vet 18 months old, the 185th
Inf. Bde, has pone from the practice
field of Fort Hood, Tex., to the hills and
jungles of Operations Burlington Trail
and Wheeler/Wallowa and the rice pad-
dies of Muscatine to prove itsell egual
to any combat demands, ns the young-
o5t “seasoned veterans” in Vietnam.
On The Move
Always mobile, the 198th units have operated from Duc
Pho to just south of Da Nang in pursuti of the enemy, They
have pone west of Chu Lai to areas either untouched before
by American soldiers or unsearched for yvears.
Nearly 18-1 Kill Ratin
During its search and clear missions the "Brave and
Bald" brigade has killed mare than 1,200 enemy. The head-on
battles have been few, bul in three major battles the enemy
lnsses were 499 compared to the 198th's 28, a rotio of nearly
19-1.
‘Brave and Bold* troops board chuppﬂr for extraction Units have uncoversd huge weapons caches, thousands ol
rounds of ammunition tons of rice, medical supplies, and

enemy  buildings.

2

1 \

MU/

Cavalry mortarmen support

198th soldier scans hut for VC Medic treats burned Son Tra victim




Big In I Corps

Fighting disease, more than 82,000 Vietnamese, or nearly
8,000 per month, have been treated during MEDCAPs by
198th eivic action soldiers.

Ald To Education

NWumerous repairs and construction of schools, wells,
roads, and market places have been made. In addition, more
than 70 primary and secondary school scholarships were
awarded to Vietnamese by 198th personnel during  the last
gchoal term.

Consists OF 4 Battalions

Commanded by COL Charles B, Thomas, the 198th con-
sists of four infaniry battalions: 1st Bn., 6th Inf; 1st Bn,
46th Inl.: 1st Bn., 52nd Inf.; and 5th Bn., 46th Inf. Other
brigade units are the 1st Bn., 14th Arty.: the supporl bat-
talien: H Trp. 1Tth Cav.; Co. B, 26th Engr. Bn; and the
5Tth Scoul Dog Pt

Story and Photos
By 198th inf. Bde.

LT s EsssSS T  Te  TTTEE
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Engineers add final touch to brigade chapel




Bulging Billfold
Bars Ballistic...
Bruises Bottom

LZ BRONCO-—One "Jun-
gle Warrior” of the 11th Bde.
iz walking around with a
haole in hiz wallet instead of
a Purple Heart on his chest.

The hole in SP4 George
Ruckman’s hillfold i4 a sou-
venir left by the Viel Cong
when they ambushed
trucks carrving a  platoon
from LZ Liz to the depar-
ture point of a combat patrol.
Huekman, the commo chief
of E Co, 3rd Bn, 1st Inf.
was riding on the back of
the seat in the lead truck
when they were attacked

Sharp Sting

He described the action
“A hand grenade went off
between the trucks, injuring
some of the men in the sec-
and wvehicle. As we ecalled
for a medic, small arms fire
began coming in. 1 felt a
sharp sting in my rear and
thought it was a fragment
from the grenade because
everybody was yelling they'd
been hit by frags,"

But when he checked for
possible injury, he found one

big bruise and one hole in
his wallet,

o

Ricochet
The bullet had first hit
the radio strapped to the
back of SP4 George Mc-
Murtry, radlo  telephons
aperator for E Co.. who was
riding in the rear of the

ombat In Review

Ready To Strlka

M-48 tank of the 1st Sqdn., Ist Cav.,, prepares to go Into action sgainst epemy troops

near Tam Ky,

(Photo by SP5 David L. Tyler, 523rd Sig. Bn.)

truck. It then ricochetted
off the side bar of the truck,
the front bar of the truck
bed, and was stopped by
Ruckman's wallet.

“It didn't hit any money,™
he said, “but it went through
my ration card, a picture of
my girl, and some other
papers 1 was ecarrving.”

He is still carrying the
bullet that did the damape

..in his wallet, of course.

One H&I Round Kills 8

L4 BAYONET—"Is it un-
usual? Yes, I'd say finding
a whole squad killed hy
harassment and interdiction
fire Iz unique," said CPT
John Kenny, 198th Inf. Bde.'s
asst, 83, “Especially if all
the weapons found are at
the seenc.”

It happened in the 5th Bn.,
46th Inf's seclor of Opera-
tion Burlington Trail.

A company of the “Pro-
fessionals” was making a

sweep through the mountains
when it found the sight dead
North Vietnamese and thelr
gight weapons.

“Ope  round must have
killed the whole squad,”
CPT Kenny sald. “Otherwise
the survivors would have
policed the weapons and tried
to hide the bodies.”

Btry, A, 6th Bn., 1ith
Arty. fired the H&I in sup-
port of 198th soldiers work-
ing in the area mnear Chu
Lai.

Dubbed Outpost

LZIs ‘Way Out’

LZ BALDY — Somewhere
deep in the Que Son Valley
is o landing zone of the 196th
Inl. Bde. 20 remote its men
refer to il a4z "“"The Cutpost.™
It's called Mellon.

“Our primary mission here
is to observe enemy infiltra-
tion routes running east,
from - Lags to Kham Duc”
sald 1LT Edward Henry,
commanding officer of C Co.,
4th Bn,, 31st Inf. “When we
moved to LZ Mellon intelli-
gence reported heavy NVA
infiltration and  resupply
traffic on roads in the area.”™

Lights on Road

The company observed the
lights of many enemy in-
filtrators on the trails and
roads during the night. But
after repeated mortar and
artillery [ire missions, the
traffic came to & stop.

recenl  visitor to
Mellnn. Sec. of the mm,
Stanley R. Resor, ohserved
the enemy infiltration routes
and told LT Henry, “Your
company occupies an impor-
tant, strategic positien here
in I Corps. You and your
men  have helped stop the
flow of enemy personnel and
supplies into the area’”

Battalion Base Camp

The company sends out
combat sweeps every day.
Recently, one platoon dis-

covered an enemy battalion-
slze base camp, complete
with mess hall.

“We found one dead NVA
soldier in the camp, He had
webgear, a grenade basket,
and was probably one of the
NVA that probed our peri-
meter the night before," con-
cludéd the CO,

Lone Footprint
Discloses Mine

L¥ BRONCO—Division en-

ginears attached to the 11th
Inl. Bde. are forfunate that
one Yiel Cong's sense of
humor i not surpassed by
his attention to detall

On a recent minesweep of
the road between L¥Zs Bronco
and Carantan, SSG Frank R
Marshall of C Co,, 26th Engr,
Bn., spotted a lone footprint
on a portion of the road
already checked by the mine
detector,

Bouby-trapped Mine

The sweeper went over the
area again. Thiz time the
detector produced a faint
ringing sound. SGT Robert
C, Denny began probing the
hard dirt, After two hours
of careful digging, he un-
covered two charges, one of
which was intricately booby-
trapped,

On top of the mine was a
S Army leaflet offering re-
wards to Viet Cong for turn-
ing in mines and booby traps.

“The charges were nyiro-
starch,"” said 1LT Bill Has-
san, "the Army hasn’t used
that type of explosive in
many years. It's too volatile.
I don't know where 'Charlie’
got it"

In Mail Sack

Most of the materials for
the mine were scrounged
from sanitary [lls near
Broneo. The VC used C-
ration and sundry pack boxes
and shoe laces, The device
was wrapped in oa red mail
anck to waterproof it

"There was almost no
metal used o construct the
mine,” said LT Hassan.
“That'’s why the mine
sweeper didn't catch It on
the first pass. Whoever
rigged thal mine knew what
he was doing. The dirt was
hidden in A& rice paddy and
all the footprints had bheen
wiped out Except one

New Arty Commander

LZ BALDYLTC Edovard
A. Poloquin, of Springfield,
Va., has assumed command
of the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty.,
succeeding LTC Wavne H.
Elliott.

The new commander, who
was graduated from the TS,
Military Academy at West
Point in 1951, was with the
Staff Communications Divi-
sion, office of the Army Chicf
of Stafl in Washington.

This powerful long-barreled 175mm gun of the 3rd Bn.,

Inf., Bde.)
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18th Arty. supporfs "Chargers” of the 196ih Inf, Bde,

{Photo h}' srd Gmrgﬁ Hawkins, 196th



Model Racer Roars
At Duc Pho Raceway

By P4 KEVIN H. HOWE
1lth Infl. Bde,

LZ BRONCD Buzzing,
roaring,  high-winding  en-
gines; spurts of dust raising
clouds over a dirl racing
track; thezse have been a

part of the American scene
since  the
automobile.

And Americans, ns every-

invention of the

one  knows, take the ftrap-
pings of their culture wher-
ever Lhey go

Two electricians with the
409th  Trans, Det {Avn.
Maint.}, the “"Wiltchdoctors,™
are no exception, When SPds
Gary A. Barpes and David
T. NMimmons knock off [rom
a hard day of tinkering with
complicated machinery, they

pagh s RAN g L

FINAL TUNE-UP—SP4 Gury A. Barnes makes last
minute adjustiments on model racer as SP4 David T. Nimmons

offers technleal assistance.
11th Inf. Bde.)

W

(Photo hy SP4 Dean T. Pohland,

relax and unwind by tinker-
ing with more complicated
machinery!

Like Offenhausers

The twao enthusiasts have
constructed 8 model race-
wiay and a racer 1o run on
it—a ecompletely homemide
model car patterned after
the sleek. rear-engine Offen-
hausers that run at Indiana-
jualis;

The car 15 powered by o
model alrplane engine balted
bt an aluminum frame. The
axles are mode of stee] rods,
with the rear wheels con-
nected by drive pesrs to the
engine.

Red Finish

The f[ront axie has indivi-
dual wheel suspension and
the body is ‘of styrofoam
plastie, conted with a sleelk,
reel [inish of metal-sel ma-
terial similar to epoxy.

“T traded one of the guys
in the detachment for the
engine,” Barnes sald, “and
the rest of the parts came
from =an old tachometer
generator and a windshield
wiper motor.” The brass
parts, he added, were made
from an old 105mm shell

Dirt Track Racoway

The car runs an a tether
around a dirt track, dubbed
the "Due Pho Raceway"” by
the two inventors,

With a scrapyard full of
hroken down parts and un-
limited imagination, these
men have brought a breath
of the excitement usually
associated with the Bonne-
ville Salt Flats or the In-
dianapolis 500 tn Vietnam.

L B T et T T e T T T T T

What a combat assanlt!
slick pilot wanted to checkout this nnique South Chinn Sea

SCENERY .

We ean understand why the

Actually, it Is 22-vear-old Gall Burnett, an Aus-

tralian entertainer appearing Iin Chu Lai will the Ray Harrls

Network.
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CEV—Men of the 26th Engr. Bn. check

52ird Sig. Bn.)

nut thele new mechanical monster,

{Phota by

Belligerent Boa Bows
After 2-Hour Battle

BY 1LT MIKE WOLFGANG
Press Operations OIC

CHU LAI—A two-hour battle waged with rocks
and clods of dirt against an enemy infiltrator ended
in victory recently for three bunkerline guards as-
signed to the 8th Spt. Bn., 196th Inf. Bde,

The foe was an eight-foot-long boa constrictor.

“We first saw the snake shortly after 11 p.m.,”
related SP4 Angel Cruz, “when it crawled into the
grass and weeds in front of the bunkerline. We didn’t
know what kind it was, but that didn't matter. It

was long, big and ugly."

The snake remained out of sight until after 3
a.m., when one of the puards spotted its huge bulk
glithering silently towards the bunkerline.

New Mechanical Monsters Boost Gl Mordle

Arrive At 26th Engineers

CHU LAT--Several mech:-
nical monsters, weighing 58
tons ench, hove been throw-
ing their welght amund the
division uren

There are only o limited
number of these huge ma-
chines, called Combat En-
gineer Vehleles  (CEV), in

Vietnam, and the Americal's
26th Engr. Bn. has received
a number of them recently.
The wvehicles are built on
M-60 tank chassis with a
165mm gun and two machine
guns, an M-T3 and M-85
sprouting from the top.

Considering the CEV g a
fairly recent arrival here
and that it is powered hy a
Talkhorsepower engine, and
ean push, pull, lift, and blast,
it will be up to the engineers
to determine just what are
the limitations of the vehicle.

15GT Robert E. Elston of
B Co. said, YAt this time it
looks like the new wvehicle
will be used primarily for
clearing and recovery mis-
gions."

Demolition Gun
16bmm  demolition
replaces the

The
gun, which

Lo S

Jewish New Year Message

On behalf of the officers and men of the Americal
Division, I wish you a Happy New Year.

Ax your anceslors fought against tyranny for Uberty
and freedom under God, sn are we now engaged in the
fight for the liberty of another people

As vou go to yvour Hely Day pravers, may the faith
and the hope of your forefathers light the way of joy and
peace for you and for all mankind,

Major General Charles M. Gettys
Commanding General, Americal Division

Airborne Rabbi
Visits Division

CHU LAI—-CPT Franklin
C. Breslan, Jewish Chaplain
for the XXIV Corps area,
paid a seven-day, pre-Jewish
New Year wvisit to all of the
tactieal maneuver units of
the Americal Divizsion earlier
this maonth.

During. his hriel  stay,
Chaplain Breslau was  brief-
ed by LTC Jack O Randles,
Assl. Div. Chaplain. He also
visited mneighboring Marine
nnd Seabes camps,

From Ft. Camphell

The rabbl arrived In Viet-
nam in December, 1867,
when he was deploved from
Ft, Campbell, Ky. with the

1018t Abn. Thiv.
During the six-and-one-half
months he was stationed st
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FL Camphtll, he became the
first and only Jewish chap-
lain to become a  qualified
parachutist,

Enginecr For IBM
A graduate of the Hebrew
Theological Seminary in Chi-
cago, Rabbi  Breslog also
holds a degree in Electrical
Engineering from the Illinois
Institute of Technology in
Chicaga. He was emploved
for two years as an engineer
by the LB.M. Corp, prior lo

entering the Rabhinate,

As one of the (ive Jewish
chaplains in Vietnam, Rabhi

Breslan'™ congregation ex-
tends | i the DMZ in ‘the
north 10 5a Huynh in the
south,

atandord 105mm gun of the
M-60 tank, ls capahle of fir-
ing an 80-pound shaped
charge to a distance of 4,500
meters, with a bursting
radius of 750 meters. It is
to be used for long range
eradication of bunkers and
fortifications.

Holst And Blade Attached
The hoist atop the CEV
can lift 17,500 pounds, which
provides often needed ver-
tienl Iift capabilities in re-
mote sections of the division.
The winch is rated at 25,000
pounds of pulling power.

The dozer blade iz used to
do such things as clear
obstacles and cut artillery
trenches.

4-Man Crew

Ench CEV is manned by a
erew af four, or half as many
as the M-G0 tank., There is
a commander, driver, gunner,
and loader. The gunner and
loader are demaolition guali-
fied.

The wvehicles arrived at
Chu Lai unassembled; it took
only a week to put them
together at the T23rd Maint.
Bn,

Red Cross Girls

CHU LAI—From the wilds
of Linding Zone Mellon to
the rolling lowlands of L&
Dattie, the six girls of the
American Red Cross eriss-
cross  the division meeting
the troops.

Ench day the girls go out
in  pairs and present 45-
minute  audience participa-
tion programs to divert the
men  from the tensions of
their dally duties.

The Red Cross girls alzo
carry with them a collection
of shorttimer ealendars, pen-
cil and paper quizzes, and
reading material, which they
distribute to the soldiers.

Fecently, the girls have
been visiting Special Forces
“A"™ Camps and Marine
Comhbined Action Platoons,
in addition (o other stops
around the division area.

The hall-doren girls In
Chu Lai now represent five
different states: California,
Wisconsin, Georgia, New
Mexico, and Michigan. New
faces join the unit every few
months as the girls rotate
within country and state-
side,

On Monday, the girls may
be with an infantry company,
on Tuesday at a hospital
ward, and on Wednesday
with an artillery battery, but
they always try to visit every
unit as nften as they con

“T puess we were all ree
lieved when we siw  the
thing again. No one had
heen  ahle to sleep  because
the boa had originally crawl-
ed  Irom the  bunkerline,”
Cruz shivered noticeably.

Hasty Call To OD

With  the ‘“enemy™ as-
saulting towards the men's
position, 4 call was hastily
made to the officer of the
day.

"I informed him that a big
snake was coming  toward
us," recalled SP4 Marblen
Sanders. "1 asked for per-
mission to open up on him,
but he told me to ‘detain’
the creature uniil he could
get someone down with a
machette to cut its head
off!" The young specialist
smiled faintly,

Persistent Serpent

SP3 James Levereite ex-
plained, “Our ‘friend’ had
appeared again  trying to
cross the road in front of
us. I ‘made a charge at him
and he turned and went back
into the grass.

“I'll be darned if the snake
didn’t eome back and try his
best to make that erossing.
Then I trapped him...T
battled with him! 1 really
worked out with him!" the
soldier remarked,

Two hours after the “bat-
tle” began, the snake became
SP5 Leverette's trophy.

Mobile PX Opens

MG Charles M. Gettys congratulates Area Exchange Mansger Willlhm Curry and OIC
af the Cho Lal Sub-area Exchange CPT William P. Johnson, Jr. on the opening of the first

mnhile PX eanteen.

{(Photo by 5623rd Sig. BEn.)



