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AVDF-CG 27 May 1968

SUBJECT: Congratulatory Message

All Personnel of the Americal Division

It is with pride that I accept this opportunity cto address you, the men
of the Americal Division, on the occasion of the initial publication of
our division's newspaper - "The Southern Cross."

You have compiled a most enviable record since the division came to I
Corps Tactical Zone as Task Force Oregom last April. You have consis-
tently met and defeated the enemy on the battlefield. Your aggressive=-
ness and zeal have been proven time and again, and have added laurels
to the heritage of the Americal Division.

"The Southern Cross" is intended to recognize and publicize your exploits
and achievements. Read it with pride - pride in yourselves and in your
Division's accomplishments.

I extend to you a hearty and sincere "Well Done", and for the future-

Godspeed.

S. W. KOSTER
Major General, US Army
Commanding




' Americal Infantrymen Make Hlsfonc andes\

CHU LAI — Vietnam's newest and only
named division—the Americal Division—made
historie strides towards the goal of peace in
Vietnam during its first 13 months of opera-
tioms.

The original Americal Division was organiz-
ed for operations in the steaming jungles of
New Caledonia in May, 1942,

The birth of Americal in Vietnam marked
the beginning of many changes in the com-
plexion of the war.

When the soldiers of the 196th Lt. Inf. Bde.
landed at the Chu Lai airstrip April 20, 1967,
they became the first Army combat troops in
the I Corps Tactical Zone. Since these original
“ploneers” arrived, the Army has gradually

AMERICAL

Yol. 1, Mo. 1

CHU LAI, VIETHAM

expanded its large-scale combat operations
farther and farther north, and now has troops
fighting right up to the demilitarized zone.

The original Americal soldiers were mem-
bers of the 196th Lt. Inf. Bde.: the 1st Bde,,
101st Abn, Div.: and the 3rd Bde., 25th Inf.
Div. (later redesignated as the 3rd Bde., 4th
Inf. Div.), and were a part of Task Force
Oregon, a foree conceived by Gen. William C.
Westmoreland, commander of U.S. forces in
Vietnam.

The division is curretnly made up of the
196th, 198th and 11th infantry brigades, and
is conducting three major, named combat
operations—Wheeler/ Wallowa, Muscatine and
Burlington Trail
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Division Operations -

Locating Weapons

By PFC MIKE KELSEY
Staff Writer

CHU LAI — Americal
Division soldiers, working
in dogged pursuit and
tedious clearing operations,
have been routing the
enemy from long-establish-
ed “homes" and denying
vital weapons and ammuni-
tion resupply in steady ac-
tion throughout the divi-
sion’s area of operations.

Az zoldiers of the 11th Inf.
Bde. were closing out Opera-
tion “Norfolk Victory™ in the

southern part of the division
area with the largest weapons
cache they have ever discover-
ed, infantrymen of the 198th
Inf. Bde. kicked off Operation
“Burlington Trail," still in pro-
gress, by moving into areas
that the enemy has held undis-
puted control of for vears,

“Norfolk Vietory” closed
April 19 with a final tally of
45 Viet Cong killed and 120 in-
dividual and 12 crew-served
weapons captured for the
“Jungle Warriors,”

The fighting soldiers of
the divislon's newest brigade
were also credited with the
destruction of a large enemy
base camp during the two-
week operation.

“Burlington Trail,”” which
has as its objective the open-
ing of a road between Tam
Ky west to Thien Phuoe, a

For more storles and ple-
tures of recent Americal
operations, turn to page 6.

Special Forees base and distriet
headguarters in Quang Tin
Province, was started in mid-
April.

South Vietnamese convoys
had made the ground journey
by May 8, though more en-
gineering and mopping up ac-
tivities were expected to

continue for several days.

“We started Burlington Trail
with combat assaults into the
area and then econducted re-
connaissance in force missions,”
gaid Lt. Col. William D. Kelley,
commander of the 198th forces
in the operation.

In addition to Kelley's 1st
Bn., 6th Inf., soldiers from
Co's B and D of the 1st Bn,
46th Inf. are participating in
the action.

In the first few dayvs of the
operation two large enemy
ammunition and WwWeapons
caches were captured in the
Viet Cong-infested valley north-
west of Chu Lai.

Combat Reud)_/

“What we uncovered in those
firast few days would be enough
to equip an enemy regiment
for at least a month" said
battalion intelligence officer
Capt. Francis X. Brennan,

The caches included 21,000
AK-4T rifle  rounds, 10,000
rounds for 50 cal. machineguns,
6.000 rounds of 762 mm am-
munition and 224 rounds for
60 mm mortars.

Totals for the operation as
of May 8 were 303 Viet Cong
and eight North Vietnamese
soldiers killed and 70 individual
and 26 crew-served weapons
captured.

ST'ILL RE.&DT-—TM!& Alm-rk'n.] Division combat engineer
might be taking a short break, but he keeps his grenade

launcher constantly ready.
Inf. Bde.)

(Phote by Spd Kevin Howe, 11th

Westmoreland Praises
Amcal Combat Record

CHU LAI-—The commander
of United States forces in

Vietnam said In ceremonies
here recently that the Ameri-
cal Division has “one of the
most impressive records of any

Two Battalions Arrive

CHU

LAI—The arrival of two infantry battalions from

installations in the U.S, has bolstered the Americal Division's
strength by more than 1,400 men,

The 5th Bn., 46th Inf., assigned to the 198th Inf. Ede,
and the 4th Bn., 21st Inf., with the 11th Inf. Bde., joined the

RECEIVE INSTRUCTION—Newly-arrived soldlers
the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. receive instructions on booby traps at

the Americal Combat Center.
Wilson, 198th Inf. Bde.)

of

{(Photo by SFC SBnow L.

The 5th Bn., 46th Inf., as-
signed to the 198th Inf. Bde,
and the 4th Bn., 21st Inf., with
the 11th Inf. Bde., joined the
division last month.

The soldiers of both bat-
talions were immediately mov-
ed to the Americal Combat
Center, where they were given
a week-long course on booby
traps, map reading and charac-
teristics of the Viet Cong to
supplement the training they
had received in the states.

The 4/21 Inf, “Gimlets”
arrived in Chu Lai from Scho-
field Barracks, Hawaii, and the
5/46 “"Professionals” had been
in training at Ft. Hood, Texas,
prior to their movement,

The new 198th Brigade szol-
diers are currently engaged in
the defense of the Chu Lai
complex, while the “Gimlets”
are engaged in combat opera-
tions in the Duc Pho area.

Lt. Col. James E. Armstrong
heads the “Gimlets,” and Lt

Turn To Page 8

unit in my command.”

Gen. William C. Westmore-
land, who iz scheduled to de-
part shortly to become Army
Chief of Staff, praised the
fighting soldiers of the Army's
only named division during
Organization Day ceremonies
Iast month.

He also presented awards
to slx of the division's sol-
diers.

Included among the awards
was a Distinguished Service
Cross, the nation's second high-
est decoration for wvalor, pre-
sented to Capt. James Taylor.
The Riverside, Calif., native
was cited for “performing re-
peated heroic rescues” during
a nine-hour period last Novem-
ber.

Taylor is a troop commander
with the division's 1st Squad-
ron, 1st Cavalry.

Westmoreland also pre-
sented the 1st Oak Leaf Clus-
ter to the Bronze Star Medal
for service to MSgt. Mike
Hofer, of Olympla, Wash,
whoe served with both the
original Task Force 6814 in
New Caledonia during WWII1
and Task Foree Oregon, the
forerunner to the Americal
Division in Chu Lai.

Task Force 6814 was rede-
signated to become the “ori-
ginal” Americal Division.

Hofer's friends had dubbed
him “Mr. Americal.”



Lawyer’s Corner

Gl Bill Outlined

By CAPT. SALIM J. BALADY, JAGCO
Legal Assistance Officer

CHU LAI—"The soldier home from the war...the sailor
home from the sea.™

That liberal paraphrase of an old poem poses a serious
guestion for today's serviceman, What does he DO when he
comes “home from the war" or the sea?

In former times of owr American history, the answer to
that question may well have been: “Sufer poverty.” Fortunate-
Iy, those times arve far behind us. The American public, through
the Congress of the United States, has recognized its responsi-
bilities toward its returning servicemen and has done quite a
hit about them,

Maost recent of these “doings” are the Veterans' Readjust-
ment Benefits Act of 1966 and the Veterans' Pension and
Readjustment Assistance Act of 1967 which provides addi-
tional benefits to the veteran of the Vietnam era,

Note the word “era,” not “"war” A serviceman need not
have directly participated in the Vietnam conflict to receive
benefits under the two acts mentioned, provided that he meets
the other requirements for eligibility.

The two acts provide principally for veterans educational
assistance and loan guarantee benefits,

They also provide for a long list of other benefits, the most
significant of which are a non-service-connected disability pen-
sion, service-disabled veterans insurance, and non-service-con-
nected death pension for widows and children of qualifying
veterans,

Toe be eligible for veterans educational assistance under
the Acts, the serviceman must have served at least 181 days
of continuous active duty, any part of which occurred after
January 31, 1953, or have been released from active duty
after January 31, 1855, for a service-connected disahility.

Religion And You
Joy Of Dicsovery

By CHAPLAIN (LTC) FRANCIS LEWIS
Americal Chaplain

I'm sure all of us have come to the place where we despair
of the blinding character of words and more words which shut
out so frequently the reality of life they were originally eoined
to disclose,

How perilous the tendency ecan be in religion, where theo-
logical exercises become substitutes for the religious spirit,

If you and 1 might only have the joy of initial discovery,
of penuine insight, of actual encounter with God whereln our
language and our argument serve merely as vehieles of CXre-
sion. Such a possibility may be had by any seeker. Such is
the joy of religious discovery,

To find in the order of the universe the steadfastness and
dependability of God's purpose in the world. To find in that
creativity of God at work in the nature of things and one's own
being the affirmation of God's perfection. To find in one's
moral restlessness the eternal call to turn one's own creativity
into the same love for all created beings as was manifest in
the initial act of creation. =

All this is not only to have found God in a significant
sense, but to have entered upon a cosmic adventure for which
there is no forseeable end.

Thus, the gentle persuasion of God's creative act speaks to
us from every existing thing before which we must bow in glad
abedience, asking only for light by which to live,
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Major’s Curiosity

Leads

To Conquest Of Challenge

PFC DAVE MOGOWN

Staff Writer
CHU LAI—In 1848 17-vear-

old Roy Knight joined the
Army with less than a seventh
grade education,

Today, Maj. Rov Knight
holds a bachelor's degree in
business administration from
the University of Omaha and
is the executive officer of the
Amercial Division's 523rd
Signal Battalion.

The 20 years between have
been both challenging and re-
warding for the major. He has
served in  Korea, Thailand,
Turkey, Panama and “all over
the United States." Besides 17
vears in signal units, he has
also been in infantry, armor
and artillery outfits.

In 1956, while serving his
“first tour” with Americal, at
Ft. Clayton in Panama, 1st
Sgt. Knight of the 123rd
Signal Company was award-
ed a direet field commission,
It was an exeeptional peace-
time promotion.

But his most outstanding
story is his conquest in the
struggle for sell-education.

“The Army will help anyone
who helps himself,"” he said.

Helping himself to General
Educational Development cor-
respondence courses and eve-

By

ning claszes, he earned his high
school diploma in 1952
Transfers and  temporar)
duty orders often meant inter-
ruptions and discontinuations,
but he was never discouraged.
“T'm curious,” explained
Enight, “I want to be able to
understand things around me."
His ecuriosity  eventually
led him to begin working to-
wards his college degree in
1957, He acenmulated eredits
from the University of Mary-
land, the University of North
Caroling, Loulsiana State and
Dklahoma State,

With 136 semester hours
behind him, he still needed
several on-campus credits lo
qualify for a degree. The

Education Office at Fi. Bragg,
North Carolina, steered him
toward the Army's Degree
Completion Program  which
allows senior servicemen to
live on campus for as long as
NeCessary.

From July 1967 te January
1968, Knight attended the Uni-
versity of Omaha, earned all
A's and B's, and received his
degree,

“Learning is never ending,"
commented the major who
plans to work for a master's
degree in electronics engineer-
ing.

Soldier Adds Up Shadows,
Comes Out With Trouble

LZ BALDY—An alert voung
infantryman made a quick
count of the shadows around
his moving night patrcl and
came up with a Viet Cong try-
ing to slip out of the column.
Sp4 Michael Kryder, of Pitts-
burgh, Pa., with the 196th Inf.
Bde., was part of an ambush
patrol when he noticed the
shadows cast by the full moon,

"“When the count reached 16,
I stopped and kept on walking.
Then it struck me that one of
the guys had gone on R&R and
there were only 15 of us out
that night.”

When Kryder mentioned the

During a refugee move, this young Ind takes thoe oot to cook up @ small lunch,

shadow to PFC William Emely,
of Rochester, N.Y., he too be-
gan to count.

“Both of us noticed one of
the shadows moving off at an
angle, We turned and charged
then," Emely snid.

A startled Viet Cong froze in
his tracks at the sight of the
two charging infantrymen and
was taken without a shot being
fired.

“Why T starfed counting
those shadows, T'll never know.
But it might have saved us
from being trapped when we
set up our ambush,” Kryder
commented,

-

LUNCH BREAK

by PFC Bill Guerrant, Photo Editor)

Abih Was
Well Worth
Waiting For

LZ BALDY —“It was a sweel
little ambush—one well warth
waiting for," was the verdict of
a beaming commander working
with a battalion of the 196th
Inf. Bde.

Capt. Bruce Bourgault, of
Seattle, Wash., commander of
Btry. C of the 3rd Bn., 16th
Arty., was deseribing an artil-
lery ambush recently completed
by his }35mm howitzers,

The men in “one of my ob-
servation posts had found a
small island of woods at the
junction of two trails. ‘The
enemy  had often evaded and
hidden in this woodline before,"
he said.

One afternoon, three of the
howitzers pumped a couple of
rounds into the area, finding
the target. The settings were
marked on the guns, and the
day went on as usual.

At mid-afternoon,
in the OP reported
Cong in the area,

The big guns bhoomed, then
things quieted down as their
crews waited for word from the
men at the OP.

"“They =aid we had put every
round on target and the entire
woodline was burning. No one
was seen coming out in either
direction,” Bourgault said.

the men
25 Viet

(Photo
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In Project Jamboree

Military, Civic Action Joined

DUC PHO-—Soldiers of the
11th Inf., Bde. gave a new
twist to old ideas recently by
combining military and civie
action operations in one day-
long affair.

Dubbed “Project  Jamboree"
by the “Jungle Warriors,” the
operation coupled a thorough
civic action program with a
complete cordon and search of
a small village north of here.

Its effects were multifold;
the wvillage was thoroughly
searched and at the same time
the entire village population
was sereened, interrogated, fed
a hearty meal and given me-
dical attention.

More  Importantly, each
villager was given a first-
hand opportunity to experi-

I1th B??'gnzfe
Sponsers Fawr
For Townsfolk

By PFC LARRY MOLLNER
11th Inf. Bde.

DU PHO—The citizens of
Duc Pho set aside their Orien-
tal customs and turmed out one
Sunday for an old-fashioned
County Fair complete with
surrey and music presented by
the 11th Inf. Bde. civil affairs
section,

The f[air was organized to
give the Vietnamese a chance
to receive medieal treatment in
a central area, to gain good
will and to promote the activi-

ties of the South Vietnamese
government,

The festivities began with
the brigade band playving
"Won't You Come Home, Bill
Bailey” and other American
favorites,

Although the rain made it
a little uncomfortable, Tony
Gaye, of the brigade’s intel-
ligence detachment, sat on
the wet ground and people
gathered around him to hear
him play the guitar and sing
American folk songs,
“I enjoy playing for the peo-
ple. They don't have to under-
stand the words to gel the feel-

ing [rom the melody,” Gaye
commented.
Az Gaye entertained, Viet-

namese interpreters passed out
ecandy and a letter to the Viet
Cong from Prime Minister
Neuven Van Loe, which urped
the enemy to cooperate with
the government so the fighting
could end soon.

The most popular attraction
at the fair was the medical
units set up by brigade medics.

"We gave thorough medical
aid to about 70 townspeople,
If they needed further treat-
ment, we urged them to come
to the Duc Pho hospital,” said
Sgt. Jack Wallace.

A ride in the 6th Spt. Bn.
surrey was the fair's biggest
attraction for the children.

“The surrey was consiructed
by the men of Co. B, from an
old mechanical mule they found
in a junk yard, The kids got
a big thrill out of riding over
the bumps in it,"” WO Carlen
Rhodes, the surrey driver, said.

ence the benefits and observe
the value of the allied cause
in South Vietnam.

"Project Jamboree was a
success,”  said  Capt., Donald
Keshel, brigade civic action
officer,

“TIt layed the cornerstone for
projects of this kind in the
future.”

In the early morning, ele-
ments of the brigade’s 4th Bn.,
21st Inf. surrounded the village
and occupied cordon positions.

Then a team of Vietnamese
Revolutionary Development
cadre, accompanied by one

platoon of the battalion, enter-
ed the village and escorted all
villagers to a pre-arranged site
just outside the town gate.
There, they were divided

) "

SEARCH AND TREAT—Spd

into two groups. Al military-
aged males were isolated, and

the others brought to a com-
mon area and told of the
cordon and search.

When the people had been
assembled and briefed, men in
the Military Intellipence see-
tion began screening and inter-
rogating cach villager.

At the same time, battalion
cooks set up a field kitchen
and, with the help of villagers,
prepared a Vietnamese lunch of
rice with sauce, bhread, rice
cakes, cookies, hot peppers and
Vietnamese tea.

Sanitation facilities were
established, and the battalion
medical ecivie action team be-
gan treating villagers in need
of medical ecare

et

e -

After the village had been
thoroughly scarched, a team
of engineers  surveyved  the
hanlet with the area chief to
determine future civic action
projects to help the villagers,
Throughout the day the peo-

ple were entertained by the
11th Bde. band and given
candy, soap, combs and sou-
venir prizes while US., and
Vietnamese psychological opera-
tions personnel stressed sup-
port of the Vietnamese govern-
ment, the volunteer informant
program and the Chieu Hoil
(Open Arms) program.

In the evening, the villagers
returned to their homes while
those who desired remained to
enjoy movies provided by the
hrigade civic action section.

.

dJames House (left), a medic from Louisville, Ky., and Sp6

Glen Howlett, of Coleman, Mich., both with the 11th Inf, Bde’s 4ith Bn., 21st Inf., treat a

woman's infected foot during
Inf. Bde.)

Seeing Is Proof
For Vietnamese

CHU LAI—Amerieal Division
civic action soldiers have em-
ployved the old “seeing is believ-
ing" adage in their war on Viet
Cong propaganda.

“Often after one of our in-
fantry units has taken control
of a village from the enemy, we
move in and find that the VC
have the villagers believing
that they control many areas
that are actually controlled by
American forces,

“To counteract this pro-
paganda, we have started ar-
ranging ‘sight seeing' tours for
villagers, to prove to them
that American forces do con-
trol certain areas,” said Maj.
Robert M, Pugmire, civic action
officer of the 196th Inf, Bde.

The civic ateion soldiers have
dubbed the visits “I see pie-
nicz.” Several U.S. soldiers, an
interpreter and the villagers
go through areas the villagers
thought the Viet Cong con-
trolled, and over some soda
and a ecase of C rations, the
villagers are shown the US.
activities and installations.

After the "pienic,” the “tour-
ists"” are taken back to their
vilages to tell their friends
what they have seen.

“Project Jambo ree,”

(Fhote by Sp4 Bernard Gmiter,

1ith

Financial Aid

Gwen To Pupnls

Byl96thBrigade

CHARGER HILL High
praise and warm smiles accom-
panied ceremonies recently as
42 Vietnamese =ztudents in the
Southern I Corps area were
presented  scholarships by the
civil alfairs officer of the 196th
Inf. Bde,

Maj. Robert Pugmire, of
Pacatfillo, Idaho, made the
presentations during ceremonies
at the Binh An village head-
quarters and at the Thang
Binh High Schonl.

At the village headquarters,
grants were given to 26 pupils
as parents, relatives and pov-
ernment and school officials
looked on. Pugmire, Tran
Thanh, the village chief, and
other dignitaries spoke at the
CETEMOnY.

Each recipient at Binh An
was awarded 450 piasters a
month for the six-month period.

Sixteen high school students
wereg awarded scholarships of
300 piasters each for the same
period at the Thang Binh High
Sehool,

*“This is the same school that
was blown up by Viet Cong
terrorists in early February,”
Pugmire commented,

Brigade soldiers are also
engaged in repairing the build-
ing.

The money for the grants
came from III MAF, which
catablished the General Walt
Vietnamese Scholarship Fund

in aid needy and deserving
students.
“We present this financial

atirl to Vietnamese children who
might otherwise not be able to
stay in school,” Pugmire said,

Hospital Treats Numerous
Civilian Patients Monthly

CHU LAI—Medical treat-
ment for civilians ranging in
scope from patching up minor
cuts to emergency amputations
iz heing provided by a mediecal
company in the 198th Inf. Bde.

"We asked to assume the
added mission of treating Viet-
namese civilians,” said Capt.
Joel M. Linford, commander of
Co, C of the brigade's 9th Spt.
Bn., the company which has
thrown the doors of its hospi-
tal open to any Vietnamese
needing help.

“It was the absence of exist-
ing facilities we found when we
arrived thal prompted us to
request the job" added Capt,

Walter M. Kemplerer, company
executive officer

Since the hospital initiated
its civilian treatment program
last November, its staff has
treated more than 1,300 pati-

ents.
also  handles

casualties who

The hozpital
American  war

are not seriously wounded,

To support its activities, the
hospital stall takes and de-
velops some B4 X-rays a weesk,
makes more than 400 blood

tests  each  month, provides
ambulance service, supplies bat-
talion aid stations and carries
its programs directly out to
the villagers.

This young Vietnmmese patient regards his 11th Inf. Bde.
doctor a little warily during a check-up held by the brigade

recently. (U8 Army Photo)
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Division's First Year In Vietna

Continued From Page 1

Operation Wheeler  was
launched by the 1st Bde., 101st
Abn. Div, before the para-
troopers departed the Americal
for the II Corps Tactical Zone.
The fighting was directed at
the elimination of the 2nd

North Vietnamese Army Div,

which had been using the area
in the highlands northwest of
Chu Lai at will for years.

The 3rd Bde., 1st Air Cav.
Div. launched Operation Wal-
lowa some three weeks after
the initiation of Wheeler, and
the two operations were com-
bined on November 11, 1967,

making Wheeler/Wallowa one
of the longest running opera-
tions being conducted in Viet-
nam.

The “Gary Owen" skytroop-
ers met and badly defeated
elements of the Znd NVA Divi-
sion in action in the Que Son
Valley shortly before they left

the division last January.

With the departure of the
original brigades, the opera-
tion was taken over by the
men of the 196th Inf, Bde.;
3rd Bde., 4th Inf. Div.; and
1st Sqin., 1st Cav. It is now
controlled by the 198th Inf.
Bde.

Wheeler/Wallowa has been
the

combat operations and is per-

leader of the division's

Occasional Ceremonies . ..

haps typical of their pattern.

The [ighting is steady, with
U.5. soldiers working doggedly
to rout a well-entrenched
enemy from positions he has

regarded as “home” for years,

VISITING DIGNITARIES—Gen. Willlam C. Westmoreland, Lt. Gen. RE.E. Cushman Jr.,

Lt. Gen. Lam and Maj. Gen. S.W. Koster review troops during organization day.
PFC Bill Guerrant, Photo Editor)

{Photo by

HEAD U # R TERS
III ¥arine /imphibiocus Force
idlitery /ssistence Commend, Vietnam
¢/o FrU San Franeisco, Cslifornia, 96602

41:COD: tet

5721

6 Feb 1968

From: Comm nding General
To: Commanding General, Americal Division
Subj: Congratulations to Americal newspaper, "Southern Cross"

1. PFPlease pass the following message to the o}ficers and men of your
Division:

Cn the occasion of the first issue of your new newspzper, "Southern
Cross," I extend my best wishes and perscnal thanks to the officers
and men of the Americal Division for the splendid job you have done
since you originally ccéme to I Corps as Task Force Oregon, Your
Division has long enjoyed a superb reputation among fighting men,
and your actions in I Corps have added to Lhe luster of that

L Y

R. E CUSHMAN, Jr.

=1 iy ;
e = a5 1
e =l :

It has been basically unspec-
tacular, but the enemy is gra-
dually becoming dislodged and
the area is becoming more

secure.

As of May 8, Wheeler/Wal-
lowa forces had accounted for
3,396 North Vietnamese Army
and 4,335 Viet Cong soldiers
killed.

Operation Muscatine, :
multi-battalion operation in
the northern district of Quang
Ngai Province, was launched
in early December by the 198ih
Inf. Bde. with one battalion of
the 3rd Bde, 4th Inf. Div
placed the

under brigade’s

... Tedi

T

i

i .
-
-

AT REST—This helicopter is at rest, |
maintenance chores, (Photo by Capt. De



m Provides Varied Experiences

uperalional control

The division's third assigned
maneuver brigade, the 11th Inf.
Bde.,

December 20, and

arrived from Hawail on
lost  little
time in becoming an effective
The

placed in

fighting foree. “Jungle

Warriors™ were
charge of fighting in the Due
Pho area and have since taken
over Operation Muscatine as

well,

Operation  Muscatine ele-
ments had killed 1,040 Viet
Cong and 11 North Vietnamese
Army soldiers as of May 8.

Many of the battles of the
operation have been  joint

s Work...

soldiers of
Div.,

efforts with the

the ?nd ARVN which

is headguartered in Quang

Ngal.

The soldiers of the 11th Bde.

recently concluded Operation
Norfolk Vietory in the moun-
tains southwest of Quang MNgal.
In this operation, they destroy-
ed a major enemy base of
operations and discovered a
cache containing some 126
weapons and 1,000 pounds of

raw explosives.

A total of 45 Viet Cong were

killed in the operation.
Trail

was initiated In mid-April to

Operation Burlington

not for long, as its erew prepares for nightly

= M. Ellers, 198th Inf. Bde.)

The communist Tet attacks both
launched

were met with combined ARVN

cpen the road from Tam Ky to mortar and rocket and

Tien Phuoe, a Special Forces throughout Vietnam  hyman wave attacks

camp and district headguarters
In the past 13 months Ameri-

can and ARVN efforts, both

in Quang Tin Province, and Americal forces in south-

i I Corps, and th —
As of May 8, some 311 € Orps, an £ enemy was e
individually and

unable to make any significant combined,

enemy soldiers had been
MR by aikkors G b5 gains in the area, though have doubled the territory con-
198th Inf. Bde. conducting scveral cities and American sidered controlled by the Viet-

the operation. base camps became targets for DNamese government.

MOVING UP—I11th Inf. Bde. soldiers advance on the enemy during Operation Norfollk Vie-

tary. (Photo by Spd4 Kevin Howe, 11th Inf. Bde.)

HEA
UNITED STATES MILITA E COMMAND, VIETNAM
APO SA 96222

My heartiest congratulations to the Americal Division for
printing the first issue of its new unit newspaper, The Southern
Cross, I can think of no better means to assist in maintaining

the high morale and espirit de corps of the division than the

establishment of a newspaper, I am certain that the Southern
Cross, since it will support one of America’s erack combat
divisions, will meet the highest traditions of military journalism

and prove to be a truly outstanding publication,

£ F 3
=l =
WINANT SIDLE

Brigadier General, USA
Chief of Information

=



TIRESOME JOURNEY—A radio telephone operator with
the 11th Inf. Bde, shows his fatigue after winding his way

through a valley during Operation Norfolk Vietory.

(Photo

hy 1Lt John Moody, 11th Inf. Bde.)

Initiative With Luck

Lead 11th To Weapons 4

By SP4 KEVIN HOWE
11th Inf. Bde.

DUC PHO—A combination
of hard driving initiative and
sheer good luck brought to
light the largest weapons cache
ever uncovered by the 11th Inf.
Bde. and destroyed a major
enemy base camp during
Operation “Norfolk Victory,"

Ironically, the most success-
ful single action in destroying
enemy bases and sources of
supply involved what was sup-
posed to be the operation's
diversionary force,

Twa platoons of the 4th Bn.,
ard Inf. were operating on the
fringe of a sweep by the
brigade's 1st Bn., 20th Inf.
through the mountains and into
the Tra Khuc River Valley
west of Quang Neai.

The 4/3 "Old Gurad"” com-
pany had assaulted across the
river and swept up the valley
north of the main force into
the mountains, killing five
enemy and detaining 12 sus-
pects in an attempt to drive
the enemy into the operation
ared.

As the soldiers moved for-
ward, according to Sgt.
Charles Akes, of Benton Har-
bor, Mich.,, “We counted 21
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enemy soldiers In green uni-

forms running away from us

up a hill, so we went up to
check out the area they'd
come from."”

The first platoon moved into
the area, and noticed several
huts and an enemy weapon on
the ground. A search revealed
several tunnel entrances, and
the platoon began investigat-
ing.

“Suddenly,” =aid Sgt. Eddie
Siminton, of Cleveland, Ohio,
“people began pulling weapons
out of everywhere. A lot of
them were still wrapped in
waxed paper. They hadn't
even been jssued.”

“The place was bigger than
we had thought. It looked
like n major supply base,
Instend of the usual tunnels,
it was honeycombed with a
series of caverns, They had
sleeping quarters, a hospital,
even  offices with  type-
writers,” commented SSgt.
John Willlams, of Bulfalo,
N.Y.

Spd Peter Rice, of East
Chicago, Ind., thought it “look-
ed like a training center. They
had pictures drawn on the
rocks with chalk, showing sol-
diers using bavonets, Huey

198th Drops In

‘Cold’ LZ Turns “Hot’

By SBFC SNOW L. WILSOXN
198th Inf. Bde.

CHU LAI—Thanh Phuoc (4)
wis a quiet little place until
Co. A of the 1st Bn., 46th Inf.
dropped  in unannounced for
lunch. Four hours later 27
enemy were dead and what re-
mained of a main force Viet
Cong company was dragging
its wounded into the jungle.

But the battle was a surprise
for both sides, as the reported
“cold” landing =zone turned
“hat™ when Lt, Col. William D,
Kelley flew in low to mark it
with smoke,

With Co. A's first lift of five
helicopters coming in fast,
there was no time to call in
artillery or request machinegun
fire as the infantry air-assault-
ed down.

88gt. Gene Roper's second

platoon leaped from its five

aireraft into s ries paddy
waist-deep in water to lead
the attack. Close behind was
his company commander, 1Lt.

Bobby Thompson.

Thompson's company, ‘Jloan-
ed"” to Kelley's 1st Bn., 6th Inf.
for Operation Burlington Trail,
was supposed to have been a
blocking force,

“As soon as I hit the ground
I knew I had to change my
plans,” Thompson commented.

The new plan was simple—
“Charge!"

Roper led the charge straight
into the fire of the automatic
weapons on a small hill.

The sergeant, of Kennewick,
Wash., had just returned from
R&R in Hawaii,

helicopters, soldiers using rifles
and many other Lhings."

The final count was 126 in-
dividual and crew-served wea-
ponsg, as well as hundreds of
pounds of explosives, nearly
100 mortar and B-40 rocket
rounds and thousands of rounds
of small arms ammunition.

“All of a sodden the VO
was right there in front of
me, with camouflage all over
him,” he sald.

"We must have seen each
other at the same time, but I
was quicker.”

With the strong point elimi-
nated, the rest of the airerafi
moved in and soon all elements
of Co, A were on the ground.

The sudden assault caught

the enemy completely unaware,
Az they rushed back to their
the 198th
soldiers were right

huts for weapons,
Inf. Bde,

GOING UP—Spd William Brennan squeezes out of a

behind them.

"It was a ‘hooteh’ to ‘hootch'
battle,” said 1Lt, Ravmond J.
Karnasiewicz,

“The choppers dropped us
Just right. Any further out
and we never wounld have
mupde it out of the paddy.”

Going over the hattlefield,
the infantrymen discoverad
that the enemy dead ranged

from 13 to 50 wears old.
“Every one of them was
loaded down with ammo, wea-
ponz and web gear,” said PFC
Bill Lehman, af Akron, Ohilo.

-

tunnel discovered by 198th Inf. Bde. troops participating in

Operation Burlington Trail,
198th Inf. Bde.)

(Photo by Spd Steve Marvin,

WEAPONS CACHE—This is a part of the largest weapons cache ever discovered by

members of the 11th Inf. Bde. The find was muade by soldiers working in Operation Norfolk

Victory,

(Photo by Spd Dean Pohland, 11th Inf. Bde.))



Army Medic Dedicated To
Treating People In Need

By 5P5 JACK LUTEZE
198th Inf. Bde.

CHU LAI—With the experi-
ence of having been an Army
medic on three continents, Sp5
William E. Haile, of Detroit,
Mich,, looked around at the
people in need of medical care
and went to work.

It was one of the many
medical assistance visits eon-
ducted by the 198th Inf. Bde.'s
1st Bn., 46th Inf., and Haile
was doing what he could to
help the villagers of the re-
fugee hamiet Ly Tra north of
here,

Along with two other medics
and civic action soldiers, Haile
began treating minor bruises,
and instructing the people on
how to keep clean and avoid
disease. At the same time he
brought smiles to the faces of
the children.

Haille enlisted in the Army
to be a medic. He served in
that capacity on tours In
Germany, a short stint in the
states and now in Vietnam.
After seven months in Viet-
nam, he knows there Is sHll
a lot to be done.

“I know we can help these
people if they learn to help
themselves. I've seen it done”
he commented,

Before coming to the 1/46
Inf. Haile served as a senlor
medical specialist with the 1st
Sgdn, 1st Cav. He was in
charge of zeven medics.

With the "Professionals,” he
finds himself spending more
time treating the local villag-
ers—the refugees from the war
who make their home in and
around Ly Tra, the refugee
hamlet supported by his bat-
talion.

“Our primary job iz to
servie as kind of anm inter-
mediary between the GI who

necds  medical help and the
doctor. If we can help, we
do. If we can't, then the

patient goes to the doctor,
And if the doctor thinks it's
necessary, then it's on to the
hospital. It works much the
same  with clvillans,” =said
Haile,

“Keeps them busy, too,"
added.

“I guess that it is really the
kids that get to vou over here.
There was one little boy that
I kind of adopted. A smari
kid—he wanted to learn.

“It's in kids like him that
vou see the fulure of Vietnam.
Right here in the middle of the
war—and all that goes with it
—is ihis kid who wants 1o
learm. We help kids like that
as much as we can. There are
U.5. and government programs
to see to it that they can go to
school. It's a start,” he com-
mented,

“As a medic in the Army,
I've worked in orphanages in
Germany as well as over
here. Kids are much the
same the world over, Speak-
ing of kids, today Is my little
girl Melissa's first birthday.
I'm sure she would under-
stand, if she were old enough,
why I can't be with her to-
day,” he added.

Haile and the rest of the
battalion medics have treated
maore civilians than any other
unit in the 198th Bde. They
are proud of their record.

he

But Haile isn't going to stop
there, Intending to remain in
the Army, after he returns to
his wife and little girl, he's
going to find seme more peo-

ple who need help—this time
in the states. Having earned
his combat medic’s badge, he's

going home (o more of the
same duty—but without the
combat.

“T just like being a medie,”
says Haile.

And that about sums it up

for him, and all the people,
civilian and military, he's
helped.

“It's a start,” restated the
soldier as he turned to pget

ready for another medical visit,

WORDY FRIENDS—PFC Ray Petiy sits in the middle of

the 50 foot letter sent to him by 40 friends.

Bill Guerrant, Pholo Editor)

Youth Captures Hearts
And Minds At 1ith Bde.

LZ BRONCO—A 14-yvear-old
boy has reversed the standard
process and captured the hearis
and minds of the men of Primo

Aviation, Ltd., the 11th Infl.
Bde, aviation section.
Lony, the oldest of three

bovs in his family, was forced
to discontinue hiz education to
help his father support his
brothers, s0 he came to Land-
ing Zone Bronco leoking for
work.

He started to work for the
aviation section, and the men
in the unit were impressed by
his command of English.

“We figured anyone that
talented should have the chance
to go far,”” commented Maj.
Fred Smith, the unit com-
mander,

The men unofficially adopted
Lony and began a program to

insure that there would be
money available for his educa-
tion. Thanks to their efforts,
the youth will be able to con-
tinue his five remaining vears
of high school.

He had already finished the
first six vears of school, where
he learned English and supple-
mented his education by at-
tending a program of English
instruction given in the Due
Pho school distriet by the 11th
Bde, civie affairs section,

Lony, whose real name is
Nguyen Ngoc Tien, loves to
learn and hopes to be a teacher
someday,

He explained how he was
given his nickname:

“I have a friend who iz a
soldier,. He has a hrother
named Lony. I told him that is
not my name, but still he called
me that. I like that name, so
I am Lony, too.'

{Fhoto by PFC

Long Letter
Tires Out
Recipient

CHU LAI—PFC Ray Peity
i= one of the few soldiers in
Vietnam that has ever had to

rest before he could finish
reading a letter from his
friends,

The basic reason for his

plight iz that the letter to the
Americal Div. chaplain's assis-
tant was 50 feet long.

The long letter also took a
long time to reach the soldier.
The Bakersfield College Choir,
of Bakersfield, Calif., of which
Petty was a member, held a
reunion last Christmas and de-
cided to send their absentee
alumus a friendly greeting.

The resulting marathon let-
ter arrived in Chu Lai in time
for Easter,

“T really don't mind the de-
lay, as these things happen
sometimes. My only complaint
is that the letter was too big
to reard,” Petty commented.
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‘Chargers’ Find Hospital, Weapons

LZ BALDY While an element of
the 196th Inf. Bde. was searching near
a hidden enemy hospital, revealed to
it by a former North Vietnamese
goldier, it uncovered the largest wea-
pons eache in brigade history.

Co. B of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf., com-
manded by Capt. William L. Speer, of
Ottawa, Kan., had been led to the
well-camouflaged hospital by the sol-
dier shortly after noon of the first of
two days of uncovering weapons,

The [ind was made 10 miles south
of An Hoa.

After his men had scarched the
hospital complex, Speer sent ont
squads to check the area surroond-
ing the structures,

“T figured that if the enemy had
such a complex hospital system here,
there had to be some weapons in the
area,” he commented,

As the infantrymen scouted the
area, they discovered three separate
weapons caches within 50 meters of
the hospital, containing a total of 225
WEeADONS.

“They were found in camouflaged
bunkers from five to 10 meters apart,”
Speer reporied,

By the end of the [lirst day, the
Charger company  had  found 205
weapons, In a continued search, the

aoldiers found 20 more weapons hid-
den under a rock near a creek bed.

Speer said the only opposition
they cencountered during the action
came when an alert pointman Killed
# North Vietnamese soldier who
was attempting to mmbush the U8,

troops as they made their way op 2o
ol ain trail  above  Antennn
Valley.

In addition to the weapons, the

company  uncovered gas masks and
medical supplies and textbooks in the
hospital,

Some 200 articles of clothing were
alsa found.

The previous brigade record for
captured weapons was held by a com-
pany of the 3rd Bn. 21st Inf., which
uncovered 140 last December.

fwo Brothers
Stretch Idea
Bit Too Far

CHU LAI—Army 55gt. Cleve
Watson, of Sikeston, Mo, dis-
covered recently that “brother-
Iv. love” ean sometimes back-
fire,

“What are you doing here?"
he roared at his younger
brother, Floyd, a Marine, when
the tweo met in Da Nang.

“T wolunteered to keep vou

from being sent,” was the
ANSWET,
Each had wvolnuteered last

summer to keep the other from
having to serve again in Viet-
nam—but each kept the secret
from his brother.

The secrets were kept
well, in fact, that neither knew
the other was in the war zone
until a sister-in-law casually
mentioned it in a letter to
Cleve,

20

“It's pretty [unny now, but
I was furious at Floyd for a
while. He was kind of mad at
me, too,” laughed Cleve, a
gsignalman with the 198th Inf.
Bde.

Each had served a previous
tour in Vietnam only a vyear

ago.

Battalions

Continued From Page 1

Col. David K. Lyon is the com-
mander of the “Professionals.”

The arrival of the soldiers
enabled both brigades to re-
lease their men to take on
additional duties such as opera-
tions Burlington Trail and
Norfolk Vietory.

Their arrival also takes up
some of the slack caused by
the temporary departure of the
196th Inf. Bde., which is cur-
rently operating in Northern 1
Corps.

Both outfits had “sister”
hattalions already with the
Americal Division—the 5/46
Inf. combines with the 1/46
Inf. and soldiers of the 4/21
Inf, can look to “fellow Gim-
lets” of the 3/212 Inf., from
the 196th Inf. Bde, for gui-
dance,

Page 8

‘Regulars

> Score

In Fierce Battle

By SFC SNOW WILSON
198th Inf. Bade.

LZ BALDY—In a ferocious
four-hour battle just south of
Hoi An, the “Repgulars” of the
198th Inf. Bde.'s 1st Bn., 6th
Inf. scored again in the type
of action they are becoming
noted for.

Fighting at close guarters of
less than 10 feet, two platoons
of infantry and cavalrymen
killed 118 North Vietnamese
and Viet Cong main force sol-
diers dug into reinforced con-
erete and timber bunkers in
the tiny village of Ap Bon.

Not one Awerican soldier
was killed in the batile that
netted more than 20 crew-
gerved and seores of indivi-

Soldiers Rescue Friends

Through Hail Of Bullets

By 2LT PHILIP NIKLAUS
196th Inf. Bde,

LZ BALDY—A platoon ser-
geant with the 1961h Inf. Bde.

recently led a party of 12
volunteers through heavy
enemy automatic weapons fire
to  help evacuate wounded
members of a pinned-down
platoon.

S5FC George L. Fritz, of St
Joseph, Mo., and his rescue
squad also counted eight

enemy kills during their daring
venture.

The action occurred when
Co. B of the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf.
made econtact with a battalion
of MNorth Vietnamese regulars
nine milez northwest of Tam
Ky.

Soon after the company be-
gan rvecelving small arms and
automatic weapons fire from
an island, one platoon got
pinned down among some huts
in the middle of a rice paddy.

Company commander Capt.

ERobert E. Corrigan Jr., of

Arlington, Va., asked Fritz

te take an element to help

the trapped soldiers.

“T asked for wvolunteers and
the whaole platoon stepped for-
ward. I picked 12 men and we
set out into a creek towards
the men who had been trapped.
The water, which was shoulder
deep, gave us good cover,”
Fritz recalled.

The NCO placed six of his

men on high ground to provide
a cover fire while the other six
began pulling out the wounded.
“Some of my men were hit
while carrying oot wounded,
but we got several NVA too,"
he sald.

At one point, Fritz noticed
four enemy soldiers in a
hedgerow about five meters
above several U.S. troops.

“The GI's didn't know they
were there and the NVA were
about to open up on them. I
yelled at the men to gel down

Carson Scout
Locates Cache

LZ BALDY—A company of
the 196th Inf. Bde. and a Kit
Carson scoul uncovered 10,000
pounds of enemy rice in a hid-
den ecache recently in Antenna
Valley,

The scout, Cao Tan Bon,
obtained information about the
rice from Vietnamese who had
witnessed enemy activity. He
then passed it on to Capt
Purless Merrell, of Downey,
Calif.. commander of Co. C of
the 4th Bn., 31st Inf.

The caplain turned the rice
over to the Vietnamese Re-
fugee Center at Due Due after
it was removed from the area.

g0 I could shoot their

heads.

“My shooting seemed to
startle and confuse the NVA,
We dropped all four of them
before they could get off a
shot. The men didn’t even then
realize what we were shooting
at,” he said,

The sergeant praised his men
for their part in the rescue.

Over

“I had some wonderful peo-
ple to work with. Thev've
always done everything I've
ever asked of them."

dunal weapons.

Less than three months ago
the “Regulars” killed 266
North Vietnamese regulars in
a =six-hour battle of the same
intensity near Da Nang.

The hattalion was operaling
under contral of the 196th Inf.
Bde. in the noerthern portion of
the Americal area when the Ap
Bon action occured.

Catehing the communists set-
ting a trap for his two platoons,
Lt. Col. Willlam J. Baxley—
who iz now the Americal Div.
operations officer—turned the
tables and hit the enemy [rom
the rear with his infantry and
ecavalry teams while another
battalion force pinned down
the enemy from the front.

Moving Im a  bamboo
shrouded area, less than the
size of a football field, three-
man teams of infaniry de-
stroyved the enemy with gre-
nades and small arms fire.

Men became separated in the
thick bamboo clumps and one,
PFC Martin L. Caussex, stalk-
ed along through the enemy
positions pitching hand grena-
des into bunker after bunker
and dropping communists with
his M-16 rifle as they popped
up,

Others took command of
small groups as they found
them.

Another soldier, wounded
when he charged forward to
drop a grenade into a bunker,
lay halfl in the hole with a dead
enemy soldier in his lap and
swatted enemy hand grenades
to one side as they were
thrown at him.

Mail The Southern Cross Home




Hollywood entertainer Melody Engle visited Chu Lai recently and took fime out fo extend this greeting
to the men of the Americal Division =y






