Division Troops Kill 239 Enemy

LZ HAWK HILL - Division
moldiers

disrapt enemy plans for & winter
ﬂhrpitv: hnzmem Quang Tin
Province,

In & u:irin lhl;;
encoun e allies
-hmuLmul l.:&.':!h'mml'{:"l;ﬂ.g
Regiment to sh ng

im the span of 11 days.
& received uﬂ-‘
and were able

ee l;'l'i.lul.umn.
::lnmu'dm' o
The allies initially deployed
their units from porth to south
along F eastern  sector of
tulidﬂlld that the NVA

would try to atisck the
popula ‘Thang

Nev.), |.ll.1.;ll:l ;éﬂ:ﬂlthﬂ
nl'l'lwr. 196th Inf.

misson of our units was to
Block the I!'ﬂ-h'll'i atigmpis to

The allies lul hut hand, and
after several hours, the enemy
withdrew, leaving 45 dead.

Alpha's M551 Sheridan
Amault Vehicles, in their fint
real test, had played a largo part
in the troop's micoess,

“That 152mm gan mally bun
them,” said Sgt  James
Mulling (Danville, ¥a.), track
commandsr.

The pexi conlact came a day
later, |3 miles northwest of Tam
o O o, B

werE
column, mpﬁ.ﬂh‘l by
glom from D Company, !d
ttalion, 2 18t Infantry,

The 196th Bde.
spoiled movemeal [in @
woodline, and the

meters (he Americans retamed
fto search the sres

*I didn’t realive how
had killed il we starbed to
around,” mabd S5G 3
Hodge (Locust Grove, V),
machinegonner of the command
track.

The Americans found 39
Min A bedkel” poopeiied
e, lour 1 pro

a 60mm mortar and
over T0 Chinese Communist
(Chicom)

l IM gemeral ares, Co.
l!ll. 215t Inf., l:illd 12
N\l'.ll. in illf'ht-tl &

next day Alphs spotied ® large
force moving hmln:
Artillery sccoun
I'ntTllimrtdud.
nexi  opembion came
several days later. A task force

[SO

UTHERN
CROSS
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HIGH ABOVE QUANG TIN province, the head of a
helicopter pilot is outlined against cloud banks as he keeps
another gunship in sight. Both aircraft are participating in
a recent combat assault mission south of Tam Ky.

(U.5. Army Photo)

PilotsReceive DFC

= Twa Division

ﬁm nr"mu: Ghuu." F Troop,

Car., Avistion Bn

received Ihl Distinguished

Cross during ceremonies

m the Blue Ghost briefing
room recently.

LTC luhn F. Broman, 123d

Aviation Bn. cn:nm|qd=;,

nted the medals o CPT

Flying a Cobra, CFT W
aireraft commander, and CFT
Owen, ganner, spotied a trench
line manned by an estimated
100 NV A,

i the low ceilling
and oor vianibility, they
imn:j‘iutlr atincked with
rockets and 40mm fire,

No sooner had they begun
their attsck when they staried
reced heavy 51 and 30

The aircraft took six hits, one
hitting the transmisshon

atlack
L Division position
and resulted in. the deaths of

th Battalion,

!P{.‘ Lawrence Roaks (New
Orleans), had his first taste of
eombat by the Hght of Weeder's
flare. “l heard the flare go up,”
said Rooks, “and as the light
illuminated the entire area, | taw
three figures standing only a few
maiers I'nr. locking directly

mlum{

L] tmmumdm the other
men o gt into thedr
ra!iuunl They dﬂng

mmodl:heg qpuntdh?p.
ree enemy belore
lhwﬁa chance Lo advance.
Several sappers around the
imetes, realizing that they
ad been prematurely
discovered, began flinging
michel charpes sl the position,
bul they exploded harmicssly
short of the target.
5P4 Al Peterson (Fort Dodge,
lowa), speaking of M-60
machinegunnes Turner
{Fulton, Ky.), said, ““He jumpod
up to the gun sprayed the
entire anea to our fronl from a
cormer bunker. He pol oul a base
of fire

Several NVA attempted to
ponotrate the other side of the
perimetier, which was secured by
the Vietnamess FFL

The PFa repulsed the aitack,
killing three NVA, one of whom
vr- o be am NWA

under the control of
the 196th e mnﬂ“lhm

- orest,™ m
west of Tam Ky,

The task force comsisted of
Alphs and Bravo Troops, 1st
Sqdn., Ist Cav., sccompanied by
one platoon each from D Co,
I3t B, 46th Inf. and B Co,, 24

, Ist Inf, scconnted for 15
enemy desd @ two days of

] o be over.
task force had takenm its
It objective and wms on the

The next da;

& search of the
area revealed 51 NV,

During the two-hour aftack
there were no American
casualties.  Air mpport was

unnecessary, but lt-ﬁ:p- were
on stand-by, and ]
forward nhumm

nﬂl.'ﬂr phlu-d mround  the

US ARVN Team
Stop Enemy Force

FSB BRONCO - The 4th
Battalion of the d4th ARWVN
Regiment and the 174th
Aviathon Company are feaming
up as an unbestable
combination.

In their most recent operation
they combined to kill 34th NVA
and VC, detained seven WVC,
captured 60 Chicom grensdes
and Efzal"::r:!dw joimt
operation en enemy
two tons of rice and one lon
each of whest and com.

Based om imi ce  and
visual sightings of NVA maving
ﬁ? trails, the 4th Bn wa

ted into an arca 10 miles
south of Quang Ngai City by the
174th Awn_ Co.

CPT John Gibbons (Sayville,
ML) led & Might of [0
« Dolphin™ utility ships into five
scparaie landing zones and then
divided (he Dight inlo sections
of two ships 1o insert the dih
ARVN Recon Co.

One section of aircraft,
camying a squad of ARVN, came
under intense asulomatic
weapoms fire. Both cmfl took
hits but were shle to land

Though wounded in one arm
anid one lq_h-mnthud o pat
sccurste suppressive fire on the
encmy, firing his M-60 with his
hn{imhh . He refused mm“ﬁn
un was fe ¥
another '%L;:h‘ka

The Command and Contral
Ajrcraft, plloted by MAJ V
Bleving {Beeville, Tn } and
Riddle made gmix emergency
Medevacs for the ARVN'S and
by close coordinastion was able
to commit msction forces
quickly .

Az the squad of ARVHN
asaulted the unkmown force,
the lift ship put down
mppresive fire and called for
punship sup,

The Air Mimion commander,
Cl"l'SlEjﬂtuS Riddle (Ashrille,
N.C) immediately called for
three Jift shipa o make an
iaserton of reinforcements
With this guick resction the
ARVN were able 1o rout an
NVA—¥C platoon, killing 18
encmy,

Two “Shark™ gunship teams
covered the assault. Lad by CW2
Wayne D. Clarde



EM Promotion System
Undergoes New Change

Recently announced revisions
of the standandized promotion
scoTing 1 for grades E-5
through E-7 have sssigned new
point values and relative weights
to factors of promotion

congideration,

The new system asigns
incressed paint walues to civil
and military education

completed, and the boand
e " evalustion of the
recommended  individual now
carries more weight in  ihe

The total point value for the
commander's evalustion has

Veterans

been cut, bul the command
olficer’s recommendation is stil
mandantory for consideration
for n.

The new scoring system wonl
into effect February 1, and will
apply to all pesonnel not
promoted immedistely before
that date.

Fersons carried onm
lists before that
date will have their scores

recomputed scconding fo the

t system. Mo person
may ﬁ:’ recommonded satus
due to the change.

Hospital

Benefits Increase

The Veterans Adminstration

pabd  to  sistes for velemns
receiving care in hospital
facilities which meet VA

Nixon . this year, the change Ronakd 96th .
increases the per diem rate for "¢ g il el "’,ﬂﬁ:“ i m'(ﬁ%tﬂ' 196%h Bde: SF4 Peter, M, Mosford, 198th Bde;
gy iy sl e -yl g mmnﬂ ortpandone PEC Stevie D. Ruscl, 196th Be; SSG Mark S. Sheets, 196th Bde;
the old colling rate of §3.50 Abr; wcopl YR et 4 of PEC Omar R_Trukt, 196th Bde; 35G Gene.G. Wells, 196th Bde;
The new gtc will apply to  the cost of each nog, Coumes performance PFC Allen P, Wilson, 196th
about 2,000'vEerans living in 35 may it be mors than 20 per cont m‘“
mmr:mm. B i e -
] mch 5 r
A Beware of Stray Animals
The next time yoo see a cote ez of domestic and wild types inevitably lead to!
- Tile puppy, be careful. He may wﬂuh_ .ﬂllhhlitlhﬂﬂm.l'.m
n ewlng have the most desdly dissase An animal can spread the pamalyring the muscles i
known o man - rabies. disease by biting, scratching, or  control breathing. i
Rabies, oftem called even the akin, he The only tunmmlnr:ﬂsh_‘
our hydmophobia, i s disessr of may show no ny of the 08 il'llﬂ:dill-t vaccination;
mammals which attacks the dhﬂmuﬂ dnrﬂ Iater, i onoe symploms gﬂt‘
neErvous £in, e two
. 1t urg:cnmmnnin Vietnam  “mad” and dqup:hu With The rules for provention are:
ACflon and i the snimals we like to mad rabies an animal L mnptwmf
keep as pets - dogs, cats,  ferce, hlllu apd scratching  sized unit and all pots must ba.

the E:I:ﬂ“.‘ pl-lnl of residence

Another feature of the law i
that it pmﬂ'lu for federal
asmistance in the remodeling or
modification of existing hospital
or numing home [acilities in
state institutions providing care

Army

SFC Raymond
A. Boyles
16th Combat Avn Bn
Career Counselor

By MSG H.A. Bomesio

Thirty-two of the 38 reclistees in the Americal Division during a
one-week period were First Term soldbers
Most of the new carcerists chose guaranteed assignments or

CONUS choice of siation options.

Division Troops .dpr:unwdi by 8PS David Thole, 1-1st Cav,
Support D:mmnd had SFC Wallsce Anderon and PFC Charles

Williams, 2!? Admin. Co.,

Division Artillery retsine MSG Ray Paul
Swu A llﬂ'r. 3-16th -M“IE 5P4 nugz
5P4 Perez Gonzales, G Biry., 35th A
Iilh Combat Aviation Group keeps

. HHB, 558G Larry
B Biry., 1-14th

Roy Withers, HHC.

HHC, 14th Cbt. Avn. Bn.; SGT Leroy Gist, B

e g

; 5PS Joseph Anderson, 335th Trams. Co.
reenlistees were 5P4 Robent Williams,
Hardy Rose, A Co., FFC Milton Avery, E

Co.; from 4-21st In. WTRMMSIIH::.D 0.

The I'EEII Infantry Brignde
Tih

FFC Galen Fish, F Trp.,
Lamy

E‘
E
X
57..
l'.ﬂ
r ¥
&
L
cF
E
SE
L#]

1-53nd Inf, SGT John Lucas, HHC, 5P4 Franklin m.-ai", 558G
Joseph Michaud, PFC Dankel Copeland, PFC Ronnie Chaffin, E Co
Page 2

Any person who feels that he
could atiain a higher score than
was administratively recomputed
from his old score may request o
formal reevaluation. One-time
boards will be convened locally

o hmlll such "1, e
[promEy

|cnrlng forms were made
primarily =s 8 remlt “of
mmﬂdmrﬂi collected in a
recent survey' of major Amy
commands.

The changes are a phase in 8
program Begun by the
Department of the Amy in
1968 to have l;rlrr'l‘!fdu
standard P d or

points o a total of 100, Credit ia
given for education up through
the 12th grade, for college or
university hours, and for
or trade school study
above the 12th grade level, both
pricr bo coming into the service
und during after-duty hours,
Basic educstion requirements
will be waived only in the case
of individuals who are serving in
u bostile fire area,

monkeys, and also many other

VA News
In Review

EDITORS NOTE: Veterana
and their familics are asking
thousands of gquestions
concerning the benefits their
Government  provides for them
throu the Yeteraos
Admini jon. Below arc some
repre tative queries.
Add information may be
oblained st any VA olfice.

have many times
Lh'l certain VA itals mre
ast what

medicine, In fact, the WA trains
more than 11 per cent of all
medical residents.

Q-] have » loan on my GI
imsurance policy. For the past
few years | have heen paying the
interest a5 it became doe. 1
would oow like to pay on the
%ﬁulmunl ?

A with your the
stub sttached o the receipt for
your interest payment. If you do
muuth:'ﬂ:“tﬁu 'M;.:
e I payment
spplied 1o your losn.

SOUTHERN CROSS

9/:3
CCORAONS

SILVER STAR MEDAL

856G Joh
Bde; CFT

n T. Borrelli 11, 196th Bde; 1 LT lames G. Decker, 196th
Michacl A. llu-:lll.‘. 11th Bde; 5P4 Richard Senske, 196th

Bde; CPT Larry Stanford, 196th Bde,
SOLDIER'S MEDAL
PPC Russell A. Caomahan, 82nd Arty; MAJ Richand N. Smith,

196th Bde.

BRONZE STAR MEDAL WITH "V™ DEVICE

1981h Bde; P‘FL‘RMD
llﬂi l"FEl

I?%Bﬂ 5P4 Thomas A. I.H.Il'm I'ch

5?5 IlnuD (Ist OLC), 82nd Arty; PFC Heary Bush, 11th
; FFC Micha 156

th Bde; CPT John DeThorne,

al, 196th Bde; PFC Carl G, Fisher Ir,
.I_'F‘:h.i: 1lth Bde; S!-I-thtl:S G"rhi
(1st QLC), 1961h Bde; SP4
o; FFC Raymond L.
R lotlmlnn (lst OLC), 198th Bde; E
Bde; SGT James Lynch, 82md Arty; ILT
Anty; ILT Albert 8. McEldowney, | 1th Bde;
Joseph A. le.hml_.Tr. 198th Bde; PFC Wesley

Bind
hll,r
Hobbs, 1 1th Bde;

Morris, 11th

ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL WITH “V* DEVICE

SP4 Billy ). Blankenship,

196th Bde, SP4 Wayne G. Crssiday,

196th Bde; PFC Thomas 8, DeSena, 196th Bde; PFC Charles H.m
196th Bde, SP4 Norbert J. Krejei, 11th Bde; CPL- Christ

Iﬂﬁlﬂ comes close,
h the dnmb l'um o:‘. rabied

nl:\ch-l:nd for ribies. Dogs und’
cals are the only Iulhm:hd

however, the 'ﬂ pels.
affectionate and In'H.I try to 2. Report all bites, no mue:
you hands, bow small, o the doctor, *
HWuummmmﬁimm[ ::J
things; the decayed and state of mo
and patriotic fecling which thinks that nothing i
worth war s moch worse .I. mu-lmhu nathing

OUTHERN
CRossﬁeﬁ:

UTHERN CROSS W wuthodized e
Peinian Inforeation ﬂ?ﬂﬁ Far uuﬂ::“m

rdlcq ﬂ“

e Sheaaped 1y £ g

hﬂﬂmﬁ'
m
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Tet Party Given For Viet Orphans

By SP4 Dan Swerey

Colorful balloons, mew Loys,
singing and games brightencd the
Tet holday sessom for 63
children of the Binh Som

nage.

he party for the Vietnamess
omphans was red by the
Division's 635th

Military
e otpkuntge. acabiihed |
orpl , ey in
1965 at Rinh Son 12 miles north
of Quang Ngai, I the home of
70 childen whose ages range
from three to |6 years.

The orphanage provides
kindergarien, primary snd
mcondary education for the T0
orphant and 20 other children
from the sumounding srea who
come to U orphanage esch day
for school,

Amurdh;:d 1;“3@;:; FHHM "
manager il ounder
of the orphanage, the institution
depends almost entirely upon
the support and donstions of
Catholie and Protestant
mizsionary organiationn, the
Ministry of Soclal Wellare
(GVHN) amd American military
units, Sister Giselle suid that the
5-46th Inf, 198th Inf. Bde
which “sdopled™ the orphanage
last year has boen especially
hlfm ndi MAl R E.

ccording to
Powell, MI sy

D. Willmann and 1LT's Kevin F,
Manson and

LEZ BAYONET--In
commemorstion of Tet, the
Vietnamese New Year, division
officers and enlisted men of
Headquartiers Baltery, Isi
Battalion, 14th Artilery were
imvited to party here by native
civilians who work LEZ.

:'Hul'rlﬂc N1}, MAJ Charles K.
Sanders, XO (Talishassee, Fla),
and MA] John R. Sime

the ization of

wmm beid ai the *

Inm"™ (& club for M1
After the

"?M.mi

ren "I"

brought 1o the Ml Co. area by an
MP' escorted truck convoy ithe
p.n-:-qu-nmlhhdnmur
unnl Tet songs by the

Thr r\ﬂul‘ﬂ:h park ranged

¥ 1@
. i_{f,

traditional  Vietnames
drexses on some of the girls to a
“Supcrman” and a *“Batman™
lll:lll‘hlﬂ on wo -n;f lIw'I=1
an nm:hn meal of

fram

Martin CHILDREN OF BINH SON om!:mlp seated ata
were MLmu;oﬂk for chuly are watched over by one of the teachers Erumml

Tet Party for Soldiers Army Nurses Study Combal

The meal, prepared b
\‘l:l.u-nzu consiste nl'
traditional Tet delicacies
was mrved scconding to age nH
oudst oM.

A Buddist Priesi blesssd the
meal before it wa srved and
the eldesi Vieinamese male mai
al the tablo with the officers and
enkisted men.

In accomdance with custom,
the Vielnamess being the hosts,
did not begin 1o eal until the
American guesis had completely
finished their meal,

Soldiers Help Viet Woman
Through generous gift

LZ BAYOMNET--Division
artillerymen  al warien
Battery, Ist Battalion, 14th
Artillery learned Lhat one way 1o
show affection without being
able o sy it is thmough the
spirit of gving.

ARVNs Finish
Medical Course

CHU LAl - Five ARVN
enlisted medical technicians,
after having recently compleied
a len-week coune ot the 23nd
Medical Baitalion, represent the
mast recent ARVN achievement
in lll':l'pu to improve medical

rvice the ARVMN combat

-.!Hkl’
The p was geamed Lo
train ARYN enlisied medical

pemonne]l with the most madern
equipment, enshling them to
acquire recently developed
nijues.
Esch graduste was prescnied a
certificate of completion by the
ision surgeon, LTC William
B: Wilson, Jr. (DISOOM 10)

February 27, 1970

Lz ¥am Thi, Callied “Mai™ i n

ough dhe pregnant she
continuwed at ::r‘pb irying 1o
cam morne mnuy for her “new

arival”. Lale in her Wﬂ'{
*wui‘uﬂ.lqu,ujl

FEASONE.

The men who us the clb
wanted to help their Vietnamese
friend and show their
appreciation to her.

5P6 James
{Bridgeton, Mo} cliuby
manager, decided o roguest
contributions. Daily resulis were
posted so thai all coukd see how
the Mund was progressing.

The generosgily waz
overwhelming. The final
tabulation showed thal almost a
monihs salary hed been given,

The monoy wak Ilkrﬂl:t:;w
io help defray cosls of a doctor
and modical treatment after the
babiy's birth.

It was announced and
received wilh exhilintion nt the
club recently that both mother
aml sx-pound, fourone baby
?DDI are doing (ine. (Div Ary

L. Peiern

CHU LAI-“By attending the
same courss as the men, we gel &
belter understanding nl' what
they are againgt,” waa the
comment of two Army murses as
they atfended the A CAL
Combat Center's in-couniry
orientation course.

o

the children from other mem
halls

Alter "':I:o-" d‘:]?l::
powss "
mﬂ with and throwing

lhuﬂw-bﬂumlin:

While Ih rw:u WweTE
tor wis
et up, Blankets were hung from

playing, a movie projec

ble in the military intelligence
ution. (US. Army Photo)

*I'.TT Sudrcll t;‘;;tlbinlf_ll_'
mhinglon
E:Ili.le Lankheel {Hamilion,

ILT CLARENCE W. HUHS&CKER executive officer
of C Battery, 3-16th Arty, looks over his recent purchases.
Vietnamese chidren led his unil to 12 60mm mortar
rounds and were paid under the voluntary information

program.
SOUTHERN CROSS

(U.5. Army Photo by S5F5 A.C. Bamnett)

the open doors to darken the
i-wn'dt of tl'le club,

the “theater™ was ready
Ih children wern browght in o
walch two Vietnamese movies
one of which involved puppets
ren lo

The movies were lollowed by

Surpriingly, ocly & fow of the

] ol
1:3!« tols managed o spread
the ice cmam beyond ithe
penmeter formed the comers
of the mouth and the tips of the
noae and chin,

After the children finished
their cake and jce cream there
was o drawing in which toys
were given 1o the children with
the lucky numbers,

Before the childen were
Joaded on tracks lo be senl back
to Binh Son, each child was
gven Lhe traditional Tet mo
gill in a red envelope, Eac
:mhpn contained |20 piasters
and was inscnibed in Vietnamese
with the words, “Best wishes far

the new year.™
In asddition, each child wex
given a bag of candy and apples,
The Ml Co. slso made a

domation of clothing to the
orphanage.

For the members of MI Co,
helping the children of Binh Son
Orphanage was & reward

experience. For the children

;';; » happier Tet. (AMERICAL

Surgical Hospifals in Chu Lai
attend either & one or three day
course in onder to familiarize
mhﬁﬁlhthmm
tactics. The two nurses alt
clussed with 60 newly swmigned
AMERICAL soldier

CFT Genthner, who ha been
amigned duties as bead nume on
Ward four, s on her second tour,

to the 93md
ospital in IN&

CHU LAI-E gifts s
an important p:mlﬂmﬂu
any holiday sesson, whether it
b Christmas or TET.

The gifts may be d'ﬂ'fnnt.
but the walue placed on
giving is always important.

It was m mch a spirit of
Vietnamese

mﬂ:idqmt:rl Tnd
uarters

Aviation Grou P-Eﬂhb
prepared a meal
ummﬂu . uth:r ol
and men of the unit.

Before sitting down 1o his
meal of duck, rice bread and rice
soup, Colonel D, Townsend
thanked the Vietnamese for
their conscientious work and
wished them the best for the
new  year with gifts from the

company.

Everyone cnjoyed the meal,
despile rumors that two ducks
and a chicken were seen running
through the mess hall earlier thai
maorning.

The proofl was amanged neally
on the tables walling 1o be
dippod in » special sauce and
scrved  with  psoried  oriental
delicacies. (16 CAG 10)

Page 3
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The Sapper-S

One of the ways the enemy can
attempt to inflict damage and casualties
on US. units and their bases is to use
“sapper” elements to infiltrate defensive
perimeters.

One good way lo cut down the
sappers’ effectivencss i to improve the
design of perimeter defenses. But how
do you know if a new design is betier
than the old one? One snswer & 1o

watch he tries (o penctrate
the new defeme. v

mpany,
26th Engineer Battalion. Two Kit Carson
scouts, former enemy sappers, then
attempted to penetrate the bamiers.
Once these two sappers have stealthily
approached the outer edge of a defensive
perimeter, they crawl along the of
the wire, | for a point that
itself to penetration.




btle Infiltrat
am reaches out o As he encounters each new obstacle,
o, the follow-up e gingerly opens an aperture large
¢ wire cutters. enough for him to ease Hruugih, careful
per works his way to make no noise or show himself by
sol wire, then Tpid movement. Each new barrier
his body info the Means that he must check it for trip
wire within the [ares and other devices. If he misses

even one, it could betray him

wops of concertina, In sddition to his own skills, the
ing tp Spper must rely on a few other factors.
agfrands of wire Most of his work is during the hours of
«Srtuich anchor the darkness, and a moonless night increases
3 e ey, <his chance of success. Whenever visibility Photos B
wee-wires he plans is not as good as usual, the sapper has an Y

wire as advantage. =
slentasthe  On a windy night, any small noise he SP4 J.B. Maijerus
-y o e Al A
wer confronts a continue his mission. e Americal 10

mther he should go Men who became suspicious of sounds

+¥ the wire cutters coming from their front and who report

efime and ensure them to their supervisors may make the
infiltrator’s smallest mistake his last.




Combat In Review

MEH OF THE 133rd Drdinanue Detatchment tEOD} take stock of the assortment of
Chicom grenades, bangalore torpedoes and RPG rounds they collected along the
perimeter at LZ Gator after a recent sapper attack,

(U5, Army Photo)

RTO Becomes Instant FO

LZ CENTER-When his unit

wccidentally stopped to rest in
an WVA hase cam s 19
:umu Division soldier found
pmgelf busy a3 both Radio
Telephone Dperator (RTO) and
Forward Observer (FD) in a
battle that lasted eight hours and

Ind.) & member of C Battery, 3d
Battalion, B3d Artillery was
scting as both FO and RTO with
F Troop, 17th Cavalry on their
recend o tion west of LI
Hawk Hill.

The iwo platoons of F T
had been joined by a part of
Company, 3d Baitalion, 2lst
Infaniry, 196th Infaniry Hrigade
an their operation to flush oul
the enemyy in the ares

They had mot Litle resistance
during the carly maming hours,

but when they decided to take s

Samired s firefght that wousd
a t L

mean the success or failure of

their mission.

An NVA soldier was spotted
snesking from behind a tree only
30 meters from the resting
Americans. The NVA ran into »
hooch neatly concealed by thick
underbragh,

Within seconds the Troop was

warned. Backed ‘nr four
Sheridan tanks, they 55
with .50 caliber M
machineguns.

Receiving directions from the
commander of F Troop, CPT
Klein Harris (Morth Little M..
Ark.), the platoon immedisiely
reversed ity attack and retabiated
with small arms and  hand
grenades while moving behind
trees and high gram for cover.

Boxcars Undaunted
Resupply Complete

CHU LAI-Two CH-47

from the Divigon's
178th  Aszault Helicopuer
Company recenlly made a daring
resupply mission to LZE
Professional despite  adverss
weather conditions and meporis
of heavy enemy sciivity.

The weather had been bad lor
two weeks, Low clouds,
scatiered squalls and poor
vigibility made Mying dilficult,

Almoxt all aircraft  wem
grounded and mesapply of
remote LE% and FSB' had been

anmdic,

Most LZs, however, have
enough supplios in store to keep
them  functioning al » normal
h?&lmr;‘numbﬁhﬂdaﬁu

part I day
Professional had met -uh
unusual amount of epemy
haraszment
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The “books™ met with two

Huer:f' Cobras from F Troop, Bth
Cav. whieh ILT Robert

Washington (Claremont, Calil.)
and CW2 Richard Domimy
(Seattle) the other.

Fifteen minutes after
notification the ships were on
their way to the L2 loaded with
ammanition,

The “hooks™ rendezvoused
with two Huey Cobras from F
Troop, Bth Cav, which flew as

umm
ﬁmodnl Huey, also from

F-Er-h Cav., sccompanied ihe
mission as a wehicle in
cane 4 ship gol shot down,

Hn- :hrfa received my hits and

lru'rrl.l.u.mnq
(16th CAG, |D}

SP4 Fosler grabbed B.r.mi
o B s

3 B3 Arey i
The big gun fircpower was

used io protect the rear of the
American forces and also (o cut

I.hrw fortified bunkers could not
t them,

When the batile was over the
Americans found 15 AK-47s,
four RFG launchers and
countles prenades.

The net resuli of the batthe

aware of what am officer goes
through s a regular FO. (Div
..i.ﬂr ([4}]

VC Force

Stopped

_ In Joint Operation

F58 BRONCO-Intelligence
indicated & VC main

trated mnear
Dam Lam Binh Lake, one mile
southeast of the Americal’s 11th
Bde. fircbese st Duc Pho.

The plan of sction was
quickly devised. The call went
out o E Trp., l1at Cav. and the
dith Ba., 213t Inl. Also joining
the operation were
Vietnamese Popular Forces and
Mational Police from the nearby
r%:l‘ Fho Hiep.

the 4-21st Inf. formed
line, E Trp. moved in with
three sheridan Combat Asssult
Vehicles and four AFCs to form

through swamps,

canals, rice paddies and over and
around hedgerows in  their
atiempt o find the ehusive
enemy,

The sweep was not in vain.
CFT Johm W. ¥
(Hampton, Va.), commanding
officer of A Co. sxid, “Searching
the canaly we found four tunnels
with entrances both above and
below water.™

“The firt tunncl was empry.
In the scond,” continued CFT
Yarborou “we found
occupants. We tried to talk the
¥C out, no results, so we threw

ot mtrh!nimﬁ'm of us and

the -

we him tes, he told
e o i (ruaat YA thome
med‘il’l'.‘l.und‘-: related CPT

‘I"ubnruuf.
The iafantrymen itried

mﬂmwlbwlﬂﬂ
again o mmwhnd
l.ld:I.Thl trio @
mr the cohcussson

atheraise .

To the east, the armored
cav began moving in and
:.d a;:.ﬂum: spider holes

funn
4 Dlﬁd M. Doxtad (West

they disappeansd,

A group of ¢
dismounted and searched the
ares, Two VO climbed out of &
spider hole and gave up.
had jumped into a pond, bat
after & concussion grensde wal
thrown imlo the waler he came
ouf and surrendered.

“They were scared af first
but later became cooperative. i
punlnilu my M-16 and said
you same-fame?’ The VC

, Gol mme-same,
one,” continued Dextad,

had
detained nime

NVA MullBugged

LZ HAWE HILL-Some NVA soldiers expecting Tet mail ‘may

have been disappoinied this year.

Long Range

Reconnaimance Patrol (LRRF) detained gn NV A mail courier,

LRREF teams Arkansas and

Georgla, Company G, 75th Ranger

Baiialion, 196th Brigade mmrm;-h'q:mmmt‘nnn

of Tam Ky.
Suddenty
Pueno Rico), heard movemenl.

Arkanses’ point man, SP4 Pedro Martiner (Ponce,

%m&mﬂﬁlnmﬁm‘ﬂ%hhﬁm

lrndlhld&lcﬂ'\'l[ﬂlw.

rock. Moving up cantiously they found the wounded NV A lying face
Dﬁkhmmlhﬁ.hﬂiﬂ,hut&sllkﬂﬂm

have time 1o seanch iL

The brown sxck was glso taken in for examination, It contained

B0 betters. (196th 10)

ON A RECENT OPERATION north of Chu Lai, this Sheridan Assaull Yehicle of
15t Squadron, 1st Cavalry fires on the enemy with its .50 caliber machine gun.
(U5, Army Photo)

February 27, 1970

SOUTHERN CROSS



o

ENJOYING THE SHADE in a small park near Saigon's municipal zoois  nothing but reinforce that suspicion. Mis Tudesco wishes to remind all
Americal troopers that spending MPC on the economy can eventually buy

pretty Barbara Tudesco, a member of Johnny Grant's most recent

ey

:. 5

Fr -

Vietnam USO tour. It is a well known fact that Mr. Grant's “eye” for the  weapons for the enemy. Buy in government
does

sesthetic is well beyond amatuerish, and our comely Miss Tudesco
February 27, 1970 SOUTHERN CROSS

(Photo

xchanges
S50 Mike Amold, USMC)



A “DOLPHIN" UTILITY SHIP of the 174th Aviation Company doesn’t give premium
stamps along with its goods, it just delivers. This ship is bringing in a load of still-frozen
ice cream to | 1th Brigade soldicrs on FSB Bronco. 4

(US. Army Photo)

Pathfinders — They Chop
LZs For The Choppers

CHU LAY ~ The smssult group
wan h‘mbpuhd for an ;-
R up af a sma
south of Chu Lai's southern
perimetor.

The troops had amassed in a2
large group anxiously awal
the choppens that would airli
them to the srca of opemtion,
Valuable time would be
consumed il the men were not
disperaed in the grouping

wmrmwp.

March of list year,
problems sch as them have
dissipated spprecisbly. At that
time, o specially traimed |7T-man
team, aptly named PathBnders,
wan assigned o the Americal
Division's 14th Combat Aviation
Battalion to work ay guides and
tmffic controllers for the mamy
pround units in the Americal
aren of openation.

Wasking in groups of two or
m;r- men, dopending on the size
of

movement with the sviation control

mlhammhll

the PZ they
operations;
o

company
assaalt

Once  on
im

directing ithe pemsonpel

poups of proper size for air
safety, relocating each group for
quickesi extraction, and h!ﬂmg
up [ —— the

ﬂhgl'l!t Iht commo s in

ers inform
Ih pl.luu a ta what landing
formation js needed for easiest

pickup,
When the come in,
two Pathfinders the first

ship and My ahead to prepare the

All Not Fair In Love
Spurned VC Rallies

LZ PROFESSIONAL - A VC
whose fiancee had jilted him for
an NVA, recently rllied o the
Government of Vietnam and led
1%6th Brigade soldiers to a cache
of wespom and ammunition 15
miles southesst of Tam Ky.

ARVNs Learn
Electric Repair

CHU LAl - Five ARVN
soldiers of the 2md Logistic
Battalion, Ind ARVHN Division
recenily completed two wecks
of on-thejob iraining, hmi:j
through the [acilities =
ersonnel of the Divishon's
g:&ﬁ Maintenance Batiation.

Accompanied by their

interpreter, ARYN 550G Lau
Lien, the enlisted men learned
generator maintenance amd
rEpar,
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The young Victnamese had
:’m f.‘.‘nq.ml:uu'ﬂr 'I‘H“HE;

et ~
had recruited him by force and
taken him to s strange wrea for
".flfr. hard enough o

was
swallow, but the worst was yet
o come,

Upon retu homes, the
newly “recruited” VI found
that his Mancee had left him for
the wery mme NVA that had
impressed him into the
Communist ranks

5o, on a reiny evening, the VO
crepl away and mllied to the
Government of Vietnam, He
then wolunteered (o lead the
allies to an enemy cache,

The next moming Echo

Recon, Ist Batlabon, 46th
Infaniry, set out with the milier.
Thq' ound the cache in the

afternoon,
included in the enemy arsenal

went i B40 rockets, fwo
dfles, 300 rounds of mail arm
ammunition and eight gas masks

=i they come

their ] st up a
Mm |;'hlslmim."ll'rb|:
identification and wind

direction, and guide the
Inocming I'ur landing.
under encuvy
fire when they hit the ground

Trackers

Uncover

Big Enemy Cache

4.‘_1].1.1 LAl - Cumlnt tracker
of the Division's &3nd
Flatoon (Combat
“sniffed out™ enem
podlhu in two recent III'.:

movement,

After a fruitless search, the
soldiers of the Io Battalion,
20th Infantry decided (o enlist
the aid of the 63nd Inf, PH. SGT
Wildam Shaefer (Milwaukes,
‘Wia ) ol his team were inseried.

ety basecamp coafaini B
hand grenade factory. Clothing
hanging on a lne to dry
suggested the enemy had been
there recently, bat had fled.

‘ Before itltrnyilr_
bunl:l:n, the sobdien confmcated

23 new Chicom grenades, a

mumber of partially
mumdnuﬁntmi.

In another sction elements of
the 63rd [nf. Pt were called

the
1ith Brigsde unit's might
A

Yy Approx

rﬂ"ﬂ The enemy had been
turped back with small arms fire.
Sweeping ‘lln ares  at
daybreak, ithe
oo "and desd NVA souier
The dog team was asked (o track
remaining membern of the
enemy foree

Tracks were found 75 meten
from ithe I position
tradl was 1

then ln-nk the job of trailing the
Enemy.

Heo led the infanirymen 600
meten (oo haystack from which
Ih! mnmmm

€

L= uﬂd by m

and hel :rmniun.
A bunker was

under the haystack with ome
dead soldier in it A
containing 800 pounds of rice,
mmmwmn-u
also uncovered. (DI 10y

VC Rice Captured.

CENTER --
hfulry-lraar teams  have
u difficult combination
or the enemy to handle, snd &

recent 196th Brigade operation
Wil no EX

Brave Com
Battalion, 21st

Wu\uvc sered almost

nr.

enemy documents inside a false
wall

found 5,000 more pounds of
e In &
sent o Nul
soitlement.

Two hours hmv? of the
men spotied seven
into a tunnel '.I'hn ﬁm
coversd the trance,

MOur Kit Cl.lwn scout went
wp and tried 10 gel them o
" mid PFC Clark
Tlx_l::{[ﬂuq. Fiv).

Y refused to surrender,
The Americans hurled grezasdes
st the ememy.

DURING A l.Ul.L in recent action near Duc Pho, this 11th Brigade mfmlwman shaves

while in a day laager with his unit.

SOUTHERN CROSS

(US. Army Photo)
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