
From the “Stanton Order of Battle” reference book.  

Composite Service Section:  

 



 

 
 

A more colorful example of the unit crest is shown 

above.  These can be purchased from vendor 

advertising web-sites. 

 

The 8th Support Battalion was responsible for 

providing brigade level supply, direct support and 

general support maintenance, medical service and 

miscellaneous services for all assigned or attached 

elements of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade.  The 

battalion was organized with four lettered 

companies: A. administration; B, maintenance; C. 

supply and service; and D, medical, as well as a 

headquarters element.  The battalion provided 

support for the 196th LIB in Vietnam.    

 
(Note: The organization of the companies may not be correct 

in the Stanton Order of Battle reference book.  Initially 

There was the HHC, A Company (Administration), B Company 

(Supply and Maintenance and C Company was the medical 

services company.  However, there may have been a 

reorganization that changed this). 



 



This compilation was made for veterans of the 8th Support 

Battalion who supported the 196th LIB and the Americal 

Division Operations.    

   The compilation was done using a computer search that 

went through thousands of files to identify articles or 

sections of reporting that related to the 8th Support 

Battalion. Not everything was placed in this document, but 

it will allow someone to understand something of what the 

men of this unit was experiencing in their service without 

requiring days and weeks of searching through thousands of 

documents.     

   The number of items located was significant, but not in 

the depth of the compilations we have made for infantry 

battalions.  One alternate source of history is a book  

written by C Company (medical support) veteran Dr. John F. 

Stahler entitled “A Doctor’s Vietnam Diary”.  The ADVA 

Vietnam era historian is expecting to receive 20 copies 

that can be made available to veterans interested in the  

8th Support Battalion’s service in Vietnam.  Another book 

“Chargers” by F. Clifton Berry provides a nice overview of 

the 196th Light Infantry Brigade operations in Vietnam.  It 

can be obtained through vendors advertising on web-sites. 

 

   The 8th Support Battalion began operations in Vietnam in 

August 1966 (The Stanton Order of Battle has this date as 

22 September 1966, but records indicate the 8th Support 

battalion was operating in Vietnam by 9th August 1966 and 

possibly earlier).  Prior to this they were stationed at 

Ft. Devens, MA.  They took a boat ride on the U.S.S. Patch 

which had a newsletter that the ADVA historian has a few 

copies 

available to share with veterans interested in the passage 

to Vietnam for the 196th LIB. (These might also be found at 

the Texas Tech. University Vietnam Center and Archive web-

site). 



   There is a yearbook for the 196th LIB with photos of men 

serving in the three companies of the 8th Support 

Battalion.  The yearbook covers the period of September 

1965 through June 1966. 

 

 



 These are selected photos of the men from the 8th Support 

Battalion found in the yearbook: 

 



 



  
   There is also a second 196th Unit yearbook from 1967-68 

that is known as the 2nd year yearbook.  

 

  



 

I have inserted these pages from the 1967-68 196th yearbook 

related to the 8th Support Battalion:  

 





 



  



A third yearbook for the 196th LIB was produced in 1971 but 

did not include the 8th Support Battalion materials.  This 

was because the 8th Support Battalion had disappeared from 

the Army rolls after a re-organization on 15FEB69. 

  

 
 



AVBFHO                                                   7 

March 1967 

 

SUBJECT: 196th LIB Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 

31 January 1967.                   (RCS CSFOR – 65) (U) 

 

           (6)  Maintenance. 

 

                  (a) The maintenance platoon of the 8th Support 

Battalion supported many non-brigade units.  However, the 548th Lt 

Equipment Company will phase into operation on 1 Feb 67, taking 

over the support of non-Brigade units. 

 

 

                  (b) The maintenance platoon completed its move 

to a permanent location during January 1967.  Operation at 

complete capacity was realized on 21 January 1967. 

 

                  (c)  The following is a completion of job orders 

for the reporting period by type:  wheeled vehicles 95, artillery 

69, small arms 302, signal 652, fire control 281, engineer 

equipment 93, office machines 31, service and evacuation 277. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

AVDF-CG                                            8 February 

1968 

SUBJECT: Americal Division Operational Report for Quarterly 

Period Ending 31 January 1968  (RCS-CSFOR-65) (U) 

   

 

      (8)  The same USARPAC General Order inactivated the 

following units, effective 15 Jan 68. 

 

             (f)  Co A, 8th Spt Bn 



The Senior Officer Debriefing comments by then MG Samuel 

Koster, former Americal Division Commander:  

 

It might be well at this time to address the logistical 

organizations of our three separate infantry brigades.  With 

these brigades having their own organic support 

organizations, we gain considerable flexibility in being able 

to move brigades with ease anywhere within the I Corps 

Tactical Zone.  A recent example was the move of the 196th 

Infantry Brigade to Camp Evans, some 165 miles to our North.  

The 196th Infantry was able to move on short notice without 

any appreciable decrease in the logistical support provided 

them when they became operational at their new location.  The 

brigade simply moved with the major elements of its own 8th 

Support Battalion.  Had Americal Division been a normal ROAD 

division, it is probable that this move would not have gone 

as smoothly as it did, and most probably, logistics support 

to other division units which remained in the Chu Lai area 

would have suffered somewhat. 

This flexibility and ease of movement of major units is 

gained at the expense of some personnel spaces.  Support 

battalions of the brigades produce duplication of logistical 

efforts, in that the support battalions are all performing 

essentially the same functions, which in turn, are also being 

carried out by the division support command.  In my opinion, 

the cost of this duplication of effort is more than offset by 

the flexibility which we enjoy. 



AVDF-GC                                         7 November 

1968 

 

SUBJECT: Americal Division Operational Report for Quarterly 

Period Ending 31 October 1968. 

         (RCS-CSFOR-65)(RI)(U)                 

 

   (6)  Fourteen CI inspections were conducted of the 

following division units: 160 Engr Det: 14th Avn Bn, 8th Spt 

Bn; 1-52 Inf; Co E, 51st Inf (LRP): H Troop, 17th Cav; HHC, 

11th Bde (52d MID, 90th Chem Det, 302); 3d Bn, 1st Inf; 4/3 

Inf; 1/20th Inf; and 6/11th Arty. 
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for fighting men too busy to keep their own! 

 

   SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY 

   TAY NINH, Vietnam . . . . "Y'all come", a popular greeting 

in the South, has been extended by the mess hall of Company 

A, 8th Support Battalion, 196th Light Infantry Brigade, to 

Company C in the same battalion. 

   Company C is rebuilding its mess hall, and its men are now 

eating at Company A. 

   The greeting's southern tone stems from the hometowns of 

the cooks: PFC Harry Butler, Hendersonville, Tenn.; PFC Keith 

A . Casey, Enoree, S.C.; SP4 Dick Clark, Newport, Ky.; SP4 

Ron Head, Greenville, S.C.; and SP5 Carl Davis, Red Springs, 

N.C. Specialist 5 Romel Melson from New York City was born in 

Elizabeth City, N.C. 

   (Only SP4 Elmer Logemann (Milwaukee) and SSgt. Mike Yarmon 

(Denver) are not from the South. 

   Company A is actually returning a favor to Company C.  

Company C lent a helping hand when some of Company A's cooks 

became casualties. 

   After all, Southern Hospitality is only fitting in South 

Vietnam. 
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for fighting men too busy to keep their own! 

   First Snipers Set For Action 

   CHU LAI, Vietnam--The 196th LIB has established the Army's 

first modern sniper school, taking the lead in the Army's new 

sniper program.  Originally scheduled to open in April, but 

delayed by the brigade's move to Chu Lai, the school now has 

graduated the first class of Army snipers in Vietnam.  

Development of the school was begun in December, 1966 at the 

suggestion of Brig. Gen. Richard T. Knowles, the brigade 

commander. 

   The first 12 graduates attended a six-day course which 

combines classroom instruction and intensive live-and dry-

firing practice with the sniper's weapons, a telescope 

sighted M-14 rifle and the XM-148 rifle and grenade launcher.  

Using instructors from the brigade's Charger Academy and a 

make-shift rifle range at brigade headquarters near Chu Lai, 

the school gives the infantrymen a comprehensive education 

covering all aspects of the sniper's job. 

   The school was organized by Capt. Russell De Vries, 

officer in charge of the Charger Academy, Lt. Thomas R. 

Henneberry, officer in charge of the sniper committee, and 

SFC Herbert L. Donally, non-commissioned officer in charge of 

the school.  Donally attended the Marine sniper school at 

Danang, and the Marine course formed the basis for the 196th 

school  DeVries, Henneberry and Donally modified the Marine 

course, adding special classes and deleting others. 

   The classes teach practical subjects the snipers must 

know.  There is heavy emphasis on target detection and 

identification, range determination, and the effects of wind 

and weather on accuracy.  Other classes include map reading, 

radio-telephone operation, and forward artillery observer 

procedures.  The student snipers practice on camouflaged 

stationary and moving targets, at ranges up to 700 meters 

with the M-14, and spend considerable time learning to use 

the XM-148 with speed and accuracy. 

   MOST OF the practice time is spent refining shooting 

techniques with the special M-14 rifles which will be 

standard equipment for the brigade's snipers.  Donally put 

together a hybrid combination of rifle and telescopic sight, 

using the M-84 2 1/2 power scope originally intended for the 

M-1 rifle.  To mate the sight to the M-14, the sergeant 

designed three prototype models for scope mounts which were 

hand made by the ordnance section of the brigade's 8th Spt. 

Bn.  Choosing a final design, Donally had duplicates 
constructed by the 64th Ord Section at Cu Chi. 

   Drawing on his eight year's experience with ordnance and 



Army rifle teams, Donally then went to work refining the M-

14's, paying particular attention to lightening and smoothing 

the trigger pulls of the weapons.  Leather shooting slings 

and cheek pieces, also originally designed for the M-1, were 

obtained and attached to the stocks of the sniper rifles. 

   When they began operations in the field, the sharpshooters 

will work in two-man teams, one may using the M-14 while the 

other stands ready for closer fighting with the XM-148.  If 

large groups of Viet Cong are encountered, the snipers are 

thoroughly schooled in directing artillery strikes.  With the 

help of 20-power spotting scopes they will be able to detect 

movements at extreme distances, and reconnaissance will be a 

natural part of the sniper's mission. 

   The first class of 12 was drawn from the brigade's three 

infantry battalions and its cavalry troop.  Upon graduation, 

they will return to their units for use in their new 

specialty.  Present plans call for each infantry battalion 

and the cavalry troops to have a complement of snipers, and 

more men will be trained for the job as weapons and sights 

become available. 

   As a result of Army interest in the sniper program, other 

units in Vietnam will open schools of their own, forming the 

basis for a three-month Army study and evaluation of snipers, 

their weapons and successes. 
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PAGE 19           THE 196th TAKES STAND-DOWN 

                  By SGT FRANK ELSTON  

                  196th Inf. Bde 

 

Photo caption -"Charger Hotel".  (Long barracks type building 

with a short stack of sandbags around the building.  Sign in 

on the side of the building hard to read, but may have some 

relation to the Charger Hotel. 

photo credit- Farslow  

 

  What does an infantryman dream about?  Hot showers; thick 

steaks and beer; maybe just a chance to relax and forget 

about war for a while.  And that's exactly what he's going to 

get if he's a "Charger" of the 196th Inf. Bde. on stand-down. 

  Periodically, every line company of the brigade is given a 

three-day respite from the rigors of the field and sent to 

Chu Lai for a short stay at the "Charger Hotel."  There's no 

charge at the "Charger," and no extra duties for the men.  

All they are required to do is rest and enjoy themselves. 

  Bde. Special Services Officer 1LT Gerry Kohl explained the 

program.   "During their stay, the infantrymen have a chance 

to relax, enjoy recreational facilities, replace or repair 

worn or damaged equipment, and iron out various financial and 

personnel problems they have." 

  After the men have left the helicopters that picked them up 

in the field, they board two-and-one-half ton trucks for the 

short trip to the stand-down center.  The hotel staff greets 

the men and gives them a briefing on what to expect and where 

everything is located. 

  Weapons and equipment are then turned in for inspection by 

a detachment from the 723rd Maint. Bn, and all defective 

items are repaired or replaced.   In addition, a medical team 

from the 196th's C Co., 8th Spt. Bn. is on hand to take care 

of any medical problems, and bring shot and medical records 

up to date. 

  In the afternoon, the men are offered the chance to visit 

someone many of them have not seen in a long, long time...the 

Chu Lai barber.   After the haircut, the men have the rest of 

the day of to enjoy the varied activities available in the 

"Charger Hotel" area. 

  These include pool and ping pong tables, a basketball 



 

Photo caption - A Time To Read, Relax, . . . (A man sitting 

reading near the beach).  Photo caption - .....Write, Think, 

Reflect (A man sitting at a desk writing)   Photo credits - 

Farslow 

 

court, and an area for playing cards. 

  "The shower room also gets plenty of first-day use," said 

LT Kohl.  "For most of the men, this is the only time they 

ate able to get a teal hot shower except on R&R." 

  The second day, clerks from Finance and AG Personnel strive 

to help the men solve any problems they may have.  They may 

make out new allotments, review their 2O1 files, and have all 

their records screened.   New dog tags and identification 

cards also are available to replace those which have been 

lost or damaged in the field. 

  At least once during the company's stay, religious services 

are conducted by brigade chaplains. 

  One very popular activity during stand-down is a visit to 

the Americal Central Post Exchange.  Through special 

arrangements with the PX officer, it is pre-stocked with a 

number of hard-to-get or scarce items, such as cameras, 

watches, and tape recorders.   The doors of the exchange are 

opened one-half hour early for the company, and no one else 

is allowed in till normal operating hours. 

  On the final day at the "Charger Hotel", a trip to one of 

the Americal beaches is organized.  In addition to being able 

to swim and sun, the infantrymen are treated to a cookout 

with all the steak and side dishes they can eat.  There is 

also plenty of cold beer and soda for the "Chargers" to 

drink. 

  The evenings during stand-downs are a busy time for the men 

at the hotel.   There are many forms of entertainment 

available, such as TV, movies, live shows, or just lounging 

around in their two-man rooms. 

  The live shows are the most popular form of entertainment 

and generally draw the largest crowds.  As one "Legionnaire" 

from the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf.  said, "This is the first real 

live show that I've seen since I've been over here, the girls 

are really wild!" 

  "Disbelief is the continual reaction of the soldiers from 

the time they first see the hotel until they leave to go back 

to the field," commented SGT Sam Leehe, NCOIC of the 

stand-down center.  "When they see a two-story 

building with all these facilities they just cannot believe 

their eyes," he added. 

  In praising the hotel, also known to the men as the "Chu 



Lai Hilton," CPT John Wolfe, CO of B Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf. 

said, "The hotel and aims of the program are beautiful.  My 

men really enjoyed this rest, and they certainly deserved 

it." 

  The 196th obtained the facility in December, 1967 and the 

first unit to use it was D Co., 3rd Bn., 21st Inf.  "Few 

companies were able to use the hotel at first because of the 

constant heavy contact during the Tet offensive. Since the 

196th moved back from Camp Evans in May, the stand-down area 

has really been busy" said LT Kohl.  "If all goes well, each 

line  unit should return every 90 days," he concluded.  

  The 196th stand-down program and "Charger Hotel" give the 

infantrymen of the brigade something to really look forward 

to.  It builds morale and gives them a chance to relax before 

returning to the field as more effective fighters.                          



An article from the Army Reporter Newspaper: 

 

17Dec66-Xmas Tree At 196th 

   TAY NINH, (196th INF-IO) -Captain Charles B. Griffiths, 

the 8th Support Battalion's S-1 officer, scored a "First" 

within the Army's 196th Light Infantry Brigade. 

   Griffiths can boast that he has received the first 

Christmas tree in the brigade. 

   The artificial tree, about eight feet high, was sent by 

Griffiths' wife Mary, and their two children.  The children 

told their mother that "if we are going to have a Christmas 

tree, so is Daddy," said Griffiths. 

   The traditional ornaments were also sent.  "I plan to set 

the tree up in the battalion area. There will be a trimming 

ceremony on the 24th of December, "said Griffiths. 

 

A similar article was published in the 25th Inf. 

Division.  Vol 1 No. 41      TROPIC LIGHTNING 

NEWS     December 2, 1966     Page 10 

 



An article from the Army Reporter:  

08Apr67-196th Officer Aids Vietnamese Girl Half Blinded By 

Smallpox 

   TAY NINH, (196th INF-IO) - "A cuter little girl I've never 

seen, but here eyes were like two pools of muddy water." 

   These were the words of 1st Lt. John Gilkey, executive 

officer of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade's Company C, 8th 

Support Battalion, when on a visit to a Vietnamese village 

near Tay Ninh city, he met Chi a seven-year-old Vietnamese 

girl whose eyes bore permanent scarring from smallpox. 

   Gilkey, himself the father of a seven-year-old girl, 

decided to do something about Chi's plight.  Contact was made 

with the ophthalmologist at the Army's 3rd Field Hospital in 

Saigon.  Soon the lieutenant was en route to the Vietnamese 

capital with here, for corrective surgery. 

   "The permanent scarring could not be corrected," Gilkey 

explained, "but there is still hope for improving her fast-

fading eye-sight.  The operation consisted of making a slit 

on the upper edge of the corner of the right eye, permitting 

more light to enter." 

   The operation was only the first step to help Chi in her 

fight against eventual blindness.  Over a period of weeks, an 

exhausting series of eye exercises were administered to teach 

her to use the corrected right eye and reduce the strain on 

here overworked left eye.  Medics from Co. C, which operates 

the brigade dispensary, made three visits weekly to her 

village to assist in the post -operative exercises. 

   Now, six weeks after Gilkey's initial contact with Chi, 

and after three trips to Saigon and many post-operative 

visits to her village, she is able to see images clearly that 

had previously been a blur. 

 

This same article appeared in the 25th Inf. Division’s  

 TROPIC LIGHTNING NEWS  April 10, 1967 issue on page 7. 

 



From the Americal Division quarterly operations and lessons 

learned reporting for the quarter ending April 30, 1969:  

 

   b.  Upon receipt of USARPAC GO 113, 10 February 1969, the 

following units were inactivated and assets transferred as 

indicated: 

   (1) 6th, 8th, and 9th Support Battalions of the Separate 

Infantry Brigades. 

   (a) Medical Companies of the Support Battalions were 

transferred to the 23d Medical Battalion. 

   (b) Supply Platoons of the Maintenance and Supply 

Companies were transferred to the 23d S&T Battalion. 

   (c) Maintenance and Parts Platoons and Company 

Headquarters of Maintenance and Supply Companies were 

transferred to the 723rd Maintenance Battalion to form three 

Forward Support Companies. 

   (2)  The 11th, 49th, and 156th Signal Center Platoons were 

transferred to the 523d Signal Battalion and became the 

Forward Area Signal Center Platoons of that unit. 

   (3) The 406th TC Detachment and the 449th Signal 

Detachment became elements of the Transportation Maintenance 

Co of the 723d Maintenance Battalion. 

   (4)  The 258th Personnel Services Company assets were 

transferred to the 23d Administration Company. 

 

A battalion newsletter had been published for the 

battalion, as noted by these comments in the Americal 

Division Quarterly operations and lessons learned reporting 

for the quarter ending April 30, 1969:  The unit newsheet of 

the 8th Support Battalion was discontinued due to 

reorganization. 



An example of a 196th LIB S2/S3 daily report from 1 

September 1966. 

 
DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG              Page No 1 No of Pgs 6   

S2/3 Journal 

196th Lt Inf Bde  Vic TAY NINH (XT165522)       

                                          0001  1 Sep 66 2400  1 Sep 66 

 

01      0001     Journal opened. 

02      0140     2/14 Inf: called reporting they had a man      S        JBB 

                 bitten by a snake.  Medic applied tourniquet 

                 and because of the swelling of the hand he  

                 thinks the snake was poisonous.  Approx time  

                 of the bite 010115 Sep 66.  Coord XT172514. 

03    0145    Lt Gilch and Capt Marshall, Co C, 8th Spt Bn   S         JBB 

              was notified and requested to dispatch 

              ambulance to 2/14 TOC – XT172514. 

04    0205    2/14 TOC reported that man with snakebite has  S 

              been picked up by ambulance and is on the way 

              to 8th Spt Bn aid station. 
05      0220     4/31 Inf:  SITREP NO CHANGE                    S        JBB 

06      0230     Co C, 8th Spt Bn reports patient admitted,      S        JBB 

                 checked by Capt Marshall and is doing fine. 

 

07      0320     4/31 Inf: SITREP NO CHANGE                     S        JBB 

08      0350     2/14 Inf: SITREP NO CHANGE                     S        JBB 

09      0420     4/31 Inf: SITREP NO CHANGE                     S        JBB 

10      0450     2/14 Inf: SITREP NO CHANGE                     S        JBB 

11      0500     3/21 Inf: Ambush patrol returned.              S        JBB 

12      0520     4/31 Inf: SITREP NO CHANGE                     S        JBB 

13      0552     2/14 Inf: Ambush patrol departed position.     S        JBB 

14      0600     2/14 Inf: SITREP NO CHANGE                     S        JBB 

15      0604     2/14 Inf: Patrol closed base camp.             S        JBB 

16      0725     SF “D” TM: Requested a light gun team for  

                 Trai Bi.                                  S,Avn Off,    WAR 

                                                           Lightning 14 

17      0735     Bde elements notified of condition RED on all  S,T      JBB 

 

 

 

 

Name and Grade of Officer on Duty                    Signature 

JAMES H. LEONARD, Major, S-3                     (James H. Leonard) 



This is an example of a 196th LIB situation report:  

 

 

                CG 196TH LT INF BDE 

 

                CG 25TH INF DIV 

 

SITREP 291801 – 301800 OCT 66. 

 

     1.(C)  Operations Summary. 

 

            a. General. 196th Lt Inf Bde continued operation  

ATTLEBORO. Co A, 3/21 Inf terminated BUSHMASTER operation in 

AO-3. 4/31 (-) Inf conducted airmobile operation commencing 

301316 Oct 66, to vic XT4349.  2/1 Inf (-) continued 

evacuation of rice cache and conducted S & D operations vic 

XT4449.  Sixty personnel of 8th Spt Bn assisted in the 

evacuation of the rice cache.  From 300605 Oct 66, 
the 3rd plat, F Trp conducted a route recon (ROADRUNNER) from 

TAY NINH to XT114704 and return.  At 300615 Oct 66, 2d plat, 

F Trp conducted a security mission (ROADRUNNER) for four 8” 

and two 155mm howitzers from TAY NINH to XT114704.  The plat 

and the howitzers closed base camp at 301710 Oct 66. 

.................. 



This is an example of a 196th LIB Situation report:  

 

 

                CG 196TH LT INF BDE 

 

                CG 25TH INF DIV 

 

SITREP 071801 – 081800 Nov 66 

 

     1.(C)  Operations Summary. 

 

            a.  General. 196TH LT INF BDE (FWD) CONTINUE 

OPERATION ATTLEBORO II UNDER THE OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF 1ST 

INF DIV.  196TH LT INF BDE (REAR) CONTINUED BASE CAMP 

SECURITY AND PATROL ACTIVITY AT TAY NINH.  ONE SQUAD, COMPANY 

D ATTACHED TO BTRY A, 3/82 ARTY AND AT PLATOON (-) SECURING 

BTRY B, 3/13 ARTY (-) AT XT165553.  8TH SPT BN DISPATCHED A 

107 VEHICLE CONVOY FROM TAY NINH TO CU CHI AT 1500 NOV 

66.  COMPANY C, 8TH SPT BN RECEIVED 21 DUSTOFF HELICOPTERS 

WITH 20 US KIA AND 44 US WIA.  FTRP, 17 CAV, CONDUCTED 

OVERNIGHT AMBUSHES AT XT180494, XT152532 AND XT148547 with no 

contact.  FTRP CONDUCTED A RECONNAISSANCE FROM 0815 TO 1545 

HRS FROM BASE CAMP TO XT148493 WHERE 100 PUNJI PITS WERE 

DESTROYED. 

 

 



196th LIB Situation report excerpt:  

                CG 196TH LT INF BDE 

                CG 25TH INF DIV 

SITREP  211801 – 221800 Nov 66 

     1.(C)  Operation Summary: 

            a.  General.  196th Lt Inf Bde continues 

operation ATTLEBORO with 2/1 Inf securing route 26 in sector 

and continuing patrols in the vicinity of route 26.  Ambush 

patrolling vicinity of TAY NINH base camp continued.  Two 

company size airmobile operations were conducted in TAY NINH 

AO.  F/17 Cav conducted a ROADRUNNER from TAY NINH to SUOI 

DAU from 0815 – 1425 hrs and escorted A/3/13 Arty to SUOI DAU 

during that period. 

                 (1) 2/1 Inf: 2/1 Inf continued operation 

ATTLEBORO securing route 26 in AO BLUE.  Ten overnight 

ambushes were established along route 26 with no contact.  At 

0700 hrs the battalion commenced clearing route 26 and 

dispatched patrols in AO BLUE.  At 0950 hrs, patrol of Co A 

discovered three feet of tail section from UH-1D helicopter 

at XT381473 which was from a helicopter downed in 12 July 66.  

At 1230 hrs, two 2 ½ ton trucks   Nov 1966 from HHC received 

3 rounds of SA fire at XT291501.  Fire was not returned and 

no friendly casualties resulted.  At 1545 hrs, Co C 

destroyed seven anti-personnel mines (Bouncing Betty) at 

XT342456. 

                (2)  3/21 Inf: At 0940 hrs, Co C (-) 

commenced airmobile assaults into LZ (XT146457) and 

conducted S&D operations to XT146457, XT150460 and 

XT139482.  At 0940 hrs, an armed helicopter from 116th Avn 

Co supporting Co C (-) airmobile assault received SA fire 

vic XT153466.  An artillery mission was fired in the area 

with unknown results.  At 1055 hrs, one small bunker was 

destroyed at XT150460.  At 1615 hrs, Co C (-) was extracted 

leaving two platoons to conduct stay behind ambushes.  Two 

platoons, Co B secured the laterite pit from 211800 – 

220700 Nov 66.  At 2207 hrs, 4 VCS were apprehended at 

XT113496 and evacuated to MP control.  30 shotgunners and 4 

gun jeeps secured the 588th Engr laterite convoy from 

211800 to 220700 Nov 66.  Co A conducted platoon size 

overnight ambushes at XT143489 and XT159490 with no 

contact.  One platoon, Co C continued to secure B/3/13 Arty 

at XT165553.  Tow squads, Co D secured the laterite pit 

from 220700 – 221800 Nov 66.  One platoon, Co D and one 

attached platoon from 8th Spt Bn secured the battalion’s 
sector of the brigade perimeter.  At 2156 hrs, bunker #3 

engaged suspected VC movement with one hand grenade. 

Results at the actions are not known. 



An article from the Army Reporter Newspaper:  

 

02Sep67-Baptist Sunday School Sends Clothes to Vietnamese 

Kids 

   CHU LAI, (196th INF-IO) - The communications officer for 

the 196th Light Infantry Brigade's 8th Support Battalion, 2nd 

Lt. Charles E. Gilliam, recently received two packages of 

clothing for Vietnamese children, donated by the Sunday 

School of Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

    Collected by the children as a Sunday School class 

project, the donation also included soap, tooth brushes, 

combs, and other hygienic aids. 

   Gilliam's wife, Estelle, supervised the project which was 

begun by the American children to help some of the Vietnamese 

children in Gilliam's area near here.  The battalion's civil 

affairs officer, 2nd Lt. Michael E. Bodine, turned the 

clothing over to the district chief of Binh Sonh District, 

requesting that it be given to children in Binh Viet village, 

ten miles south of here, in Quang Ngai Province. 



A transcribed entry from the 11MAY68 Americal Division 

daily S2/S3 report:  

 

A delayed report entry #100 made at 1619H.  Captain Vivanco 

of the Chu Lai Defense Command reported from BT541025, a 

chopper dropped a load of ammunition vicinity BT541025 in 

front of the 8th Support Battalion 300 meters south of Gate 

#3.  Ammo is burning now.  At 1627H: MPs, EOD, and fire 

trucks notified by Chu Lai Defense Command.  Task Force 

Roach also had a unit see the ammo drop from chopper. They 

will send someone to check it out as soon as the fire gives 

out.  1810H: CLDC states that area has been cleared – LT 

Hernandez.... 



This is from an article published in the Americal 

Division’s weekly newspaper, the “Southern Cross”.  
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Belligerent Boa Bows After 2-Hour Battle 

   BY 1LT MIKE WOLFGANG 

     Press Operations OIC 

   CHU LAI--A two-hour battle waged with rocks and clods of 

dirt against an enemy infiltrator ended in victory recently 

for three bunkerline guards assigned to the 8th Spt. Bn., 

196th Inf. Bde. 

   The foe was an eight-foot-long boa constrictor. 

   "We first saw the snake shortly after 11 p.m., related SP4 

Angel Cruz, "when it crawled into the grass and weeds in 

front of the bunkerline.  We didn't know what kind it was, 

but that didn't matter.  It was long, big and ugly." 

   The snake remained out of sight until after 3 a.m., when 

one of the guards spotted its huge bulk slithering silently 

towards the bunkerline. 

   "I guess we were all relieved when we saw the thing again.  

No one had been able to sleep because the boa had originally 

crawled from the bunkerline," Cruz shivered noticeably. 

   Hasty Call To OD 

   With the "enemy" assaulting towards the men's position, a 

call was hastily made to the officer of the day. 

   "I informed him that a big snake was coming toward us," 

recalled SP4 Marblen Sanders.  "I asked for permission to 

open up on him, but he told me to 'detain' the creature until 

he could get someone down with a machete to cut its head 

off!"  The young specialist smiled faintly. 

   Persistent Serpent 

   SP5 James Leverette explained, "Our 'friend' had appeared 

again trying to cross the road in front of us. I made a 

charge at him and he turned and went back into the grass. 

   "I'll be darned if the snake didn't come back and try his 

best to make that crossing.  Then I trapped him....I battled 

with him! I really worked out with him!" the soldier 

remarked. 

   Two hours after the "battle" began, the snake became SP5 

Leverette's trophy. 



From the 11NOV66 196th LIB “Charger” newsletter:  

 

seven promoted at 8th support 
   Seven enlisted men of the 196th Lt. Inf. Bde’s 8th Support Battalion, 

were recently promoted in ceremonies at Battalion headquarters.’ 

   Heading the list was newly promoted SSGT. Mikel W. Yarmon, of Denver, 

Colo,. 

   Promoted to SP/5 were Harvey G. Brochu of Sanford Maine, Harold D. 

Hyde of Los Angeles, California, Johnnie Chandler of Clay, Miss., Thomas 

L Jamison of Cincinatti, Ohio, Raymond L. Jung of Veince [Venice], 

Calif., and J.D. Minshaw of Nashville, Tenn. 

   LTC. Graham M. Sibbles, battalion commander, presided over the 

ceremony and offered his congratulations to the men. 

 

                                         purple hearts 
MAJ Leguillow Rogelio,  8SPT 

MAJ Royal Fyfe,         8SPT 

 
 

From the 25NOV66 196th LIB “Charger” newsletter:  

XMAS TREE 
   Captain Charles B. Griffiths, the 8th Support Battalion’s S-1 

officer, scored another “First” within the Army’s first light infantry 
unit. 

   Captain Griffiths, of Manassas, Va., can boast that he has received 

the first Christmas tree in the 196th Lt. Inf. bde. 

   The artificial tree, about eight feet high, was sent by Captain 

Griffith’s wife, Mary, and his two children.  The Children told their 

mother that “If we are going to have a Christmas tree, so is Daddy,” said 

CPT. Griffiths.  

   Along with the tree, the traditional ornaments were also sent to 

Griffiths. 

   “I plan to set the tree up in the battalion area.  There will be a 

trimming ceremony on the 24th of December,” CPT. Griffiths said jokingly.   

************ 
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Mortars welcome new arrival 
   PFC Chuck W. Swabby (Fresno, Calif.), ran swiftly to a bunker 

outside his tent at the 8th Support Battalion’s Replacement 

Center, 196th Light Infantry Brigade, and waited out a 30-minute 

mortar attack. 

   Returning to his bunk to catch up on his interrupted sleep, 

Swabby said, “What a crude welcoming, I’ve heard of welcoming 

celebrations, but none as noisy as this.” 

   Swabby, now wide—eyed in wonderment, had just arrived at the 

Replacement Detachment the night before the mortar attack, and his 

first night there was “quite an experience.” 

   Being new to the sounds of combat, Swabby “never knew what a 

mortar sounded like as it flew through the air or while 

exploding,” he literally had to play it by ear. 

   “The second night I was here, someone yelled, “incoming, 

incoming, and everyone also started to run outside to the bunker.  

All I could do was follow,” said Swabby. 

   “During the attack I kept thinking that it was a heck of a way 

to be greeted to this country,” said Swabby. 

   “The next few nights I slept with my clothes on, including 

boots and flak jacket,” added Swabby. 

   Swabby now knows what a mortar sounds like and is prepared for 

any other attacks.  He even went as far as to jokingly think of a 

motto for himself—“Always ready.” 

 

A similar article was also published in the 25th Inf. Division 

newspaper: Page10    TROPIC LIGHTNING NEWS    December 9, 1966 
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Awards and decorations 
Bronze Star Medal (Valor)               SP4 R. R. Marchese,    C-4/31 

                                        SP4 Dick S. Raczka,    C-4/31 

PSG Richard Green,  C-8thSpt            PFC Ray O. Spivey,     C-4/31 

SP4 Ed. J. Lister,  C-8thSpt            PFC Ron E. Krahl,   175th Eng 

SP4 Bob A. Sroka, F-17th Cav            CPT Jere J. Riggs,   HHC-4/31 

                                        2LT Bob E O’Brian,   HHC-4/31 

Army Commendation Medal(V)              SSG Herb J. Slamin,  HHC-4/31 

                                        SSG Jim W. Sweat,    HHC-4/31 

2LT Jim G. Mikesell,  C-3/21            SP4 Fred Jenkins,    HHC-4/31 

SGT Terry P. Lucas,   C-3/21            PFC Mike Farmer,     HHC-4/31 

SP4 Gerald J. Nitka,  C-3/21            CPT Jim Bouldin,       A-4/31 

SP4 Larry E. Trzupeck,C-3/21            CPT Antonio Sola,      D-4/31 

PFC Joe C. Mrzlock,   C-3/21            SFC Paul W. Page,   A-8th Spt 

                                        SP5 Tim W. Sands,   A-8th Spt 

Army Commendation Medal(M)              SP4 Gerald Hansen,    A-8 Spt 

                                        SP4 Randy Jackson,    A-8 Spt    

SFC Sid L. Moran,   HHB-3/82            SP4 Jack D. Murphy,   A-8 Spt 

MAJ John F. Clark,  HHC-8Spt            PFC Dave Lawson,    A-8th Spt 

                                        PFC Bufford Rowe,   A-8th Spt 

      Purple Heart                      PFC Ray N. Sears,   A-8th Spt  

                                        PFC Dave Treese,    B-8th Spt 

SP7 Tom Holland,   C-8th Spt            SSG Ron G. Knott,    F-17 Cav 

SP4 Dick Clark,    A-8th Spt            SP4 L.D. Longworth,  F-Cav [F-17 

Cav] 

WO1 Jim A. cook,    HHB-3/82            SP4 Ed Perl,    Trp, F-17 Cav  

SP4 Dennis Berky,     C/4-31            PVT Vern Au Clair,     C/3/21 
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Seventeen receive gallantry crosses 
  Seventeen officers and men of the “Chargers” who 

distinguished themselves in Operation ATTLEBORO, have been 

awarded the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry.  The Crosses were 

presented by Vietnamese Lt. Generals Le Van Thueu, Chief of 

State; Nguyen Huu Co, Defense Minster; and Le Nguyen Kanh, 

III Corps Commander. 

   Heading the list of awards recipients was Brig. Gen. 

Richard T. Knowles, Brigade Commander, who received the cross 

of Gallantry with four palms.  Lt. Col. Charles E. Weddle, 

brigade executive officer, was awarded the Gallantry Cross 

with one palm. 

   Gallantry Crosses with Gold Stars were presented to Lt. 

Col. Charles K. Nulsen, 3d Bn., 21st Inf. commander; Lt. Col. 

Graham M. Sibbles; 8th Support Bn. commander; and Lt. Col. 

James H. Leonard, brigade S-3. 

   The twelve men who received the Gallantry Cross with 

Silver Star were: Maj. Cedric L. Blackwell, former brigade S-

2; Cpt. Clyde W. Roan, Troop F, 17th Cav.; 2Lt. George Kovac, 

Jr., Battery A, 3d Bn., 82nd Arty.; SFC Patrick Campbell, Co. 

C., 2d Bn., 1st Inf.; SSgt. Dennis E. Bird, Troop F, 17th 

Cav.; SP/5 James J. Mariano, Headquarters Company, 196th 

Brigade; SP/4 Robert H. Teall, Company A, 4th Bn., 31st Inf.; 

SP/4 Johnny B. Brownstead, Co. C, 3d Bn., 82d Arty,; PFC 

Charles E. McIntosh, Co. A, 4th Bn., 31st Inf.; and PFC 

William R. Sherman, Co, C, 3rd Bn., 21st Inf. 

   On had for the ceremony were General William C. 

Westmoreland, COMUSMACV; Lieutenant General Jonathan C. 

Seaman, II Field Force Commander and Major General Fred 

Weyand, 25th Inf. Div. Commanding General. 



There are several operations that were supported by the 196th 

LIB.  Basically any operation involving units of the 196th 

Inf. Bde. from 1966 through February 15, 1969 would involve 

support from the 8th Support Battalion.  The following pages 

identify some of the operations that we have reports for.  

You may want to read the operation reports for these 

operations to learn more about the 8th Support Battalion:   

 

I believe the first major operation that the 8th Support 

Battalion supported was Operation Attleboro.    

 

The 8th Support Battalion supported Operation Benton:      

                 (a) The Bn provided the Bde with continuous 

logistical support during operation BENTON. 

 

The 8th Support Battalion supported Operation Cedar Falls:     

            (4) 8th Support Battalion: Provided continuous 

resupply of all classes. 

 

The 8th Support Battalion supported Operation Delaware:  
8th Support Bn (-) 

B Co(-) 

C Co(-) 

Det 23rd S&T Bn (10 2 ½ Ton trucks) 

 
The 8th Support Battalion supported Operation Fitchburg:  

          (4) 8th Support Battalion: Provided continuous 

resupply of all classes. 

 
The 8th Support Battalion was supported Operation Gadsden.  

          a.  The 8th Support Battalion provided the Brigade 

continuous support during Operation GADSDEN. 

ANNEX  D  (Administrative Matters)  to After Action Report,  Operation GADSDEN 

       1.  (C)   Supply. 

a. Summary of Operation:  On 2 February 1967, the Forward 

Logistical Operation Center (LOC) was established in the Battalion 

Headquarters of the 8th Support Battalion.  Organic units of the 196th Brigade 

and units  attached to the brigade for all classes of supply included:  4/31,  2/1  

Infantry,  3/82  Artillery,  Hq and Hq Company,  196th Brigade, 3/21  Infantry,  

1/5 Mech Bn,  2/34  Armor,  3/13  Artillery,  5/2  Artillery. 



The 8th Support Battalion supported Operation Napoleon-Saline:  
 

13.  ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

     a.  Supply 

         (1) The battalion field trains were established 

??????????????? S4 at the 3d Marine Division Headquarters at Dong 

Ha. Request for Class I, III, IV, and V supplied by the 8th 

Support Battalion, 196th Brigade. 

         (2) Supplies were transported to the combat trains and 

battalions CP at Mai Xa Chanh by US Navy landing craft, medium, 

and landing craft, utility using the Cua Viet LOC.  Occasionally 

rotary wing cargo aircraft 

were available to permit transportation by external sling loading. 

         (3) Emergency basic loads of Class I, V and some II and 

IV items were stockpiled at the combat trains at Mai Xa Chanh. 

         (4) Supplies and equipment were transported to the 

forward rifle elements by the battalion C & C aircraft, and the 

attached Otter and AMTRAC vehicles. 

         (5) Supply requests were processed by the requiring unit 

over the battalion logistical net through the Service Platoon 

Leader at Mai Xa Chanh to the S4. 

         (6) On hot A ration meal was prepared daily by the 

battalion field mess at Dong Ha and transported to the battalion 

CP; hot A ration meals were sent to the line companies on a 

rotating basis as the tactical situation permitted. 

         (7) Water supply for forward elements presented a problem 

since usable water was not readily available to the rifle 

companies. This problem was solved by transporting potable water 

in plastic 5 gallon containers 

using the C & C helicopter and tracked vehicles. 

         (8) two fire team assault boats and one skimmer boat 

powered by 35 hp outboard engines were loaned to the battalion by 

the 3d Marine Regiment to assist in the transportation of 

supplies, equipment, and personnel along secure waterways. 

 

 



The 8th Support Battalion supported Pocahontas Forest: 

     a.  Operation POCAHONTAS FOREST was a standard 

military operation keyed to the terrain objectives and a 

mission of clearing a zone of motion of enemy forces and 

installations.  The accomplishment of this mission 

was completely successful and the operation was conducted 

flawlessly. Without ??tion each infantry battalion, both US 

and ARVN, was prepared thoroughly for each task assigned, 

conducted operations professionally, and accomplished all 

missions in accordance with the time schedule desired. 

There were no problems of coordination, either among the 

infantry forces or with fire support units involved in the 

operation.  The 3d Battalion, 82 Artillery coordinated and 

control seven direct support batteries and three general 

support, reinforcing batteries and provided constant 

timely supporting fires, even while forward displacements 

of units to newly established fire support bases was being 

accomplished.  The complete cooperation and support 

furnished by the Americal Division artillery was 

instrumental in the success of fire support operations.  

The 8th Support Battalion provided direct logistic support 

for nine infantry battalions and units of three artillery 

battalions in an outstanding manner, and the cooperation, 

initiative, and professional competence of the general 

support units of the Americal Division Support Command were 

commendable.  

 

The 8th Support Battalion supported Operation Wheeler/Wallowa: 

This was a large multi-year operation that continued on 

after the 8th Support Battalion disappeared from the rolls 

due to reorganization.  This may well have been the final 

operation for the 8th Support Battalion as the operation 

continued after the reorganization of the 8th Support 

Battalion eliminated the 8th Support Battalion from the 

Army rolls. 



This is from an Americal Division daily newsheet.  One was 

printed to be shared 1 for every 8 infantry man:    

 

   AMERICAL NEWS SHEET 

MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding  

MAJ Gerald D. Hill jr., IO 

Telephone: Chu Lai 2414 or 3212 

This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the IO, 

Americal Division APO96374 as an authorized Army publication.  This 

News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and may not 

be duplicated or released to the news media. 

***********************************************************************

* 

JOIN THE AMERICAL DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION.  CHECK WITH YOUR FIRST 

SERGEANT OR THE INFORMATION OFFICE. 

***********************************************************************

* 

   Following is the itinerary 22 July through 23 July for the "String 

Alongs" and "The Westerner" who are appearing in the Chu Lai area: 

 

22 July 

0930       Report to SSO 

1000-1300  Show and lunch MCB 71 

1400-1600  Show 4/3 Inf 11 Inf Bde 

1730-2030  Show and dinner HQ 23 S&T 

 

23 July 

0930       Report to SSO 

1000-1300  Show and lunch Div Arty mess 

1400-1600  Show 37th Signal 

1730-2030  Dinner and show 8th Spt 



This is an excerpt from a set of award orders:  

 

       DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

           HEADQUARTERS AMERICAL DIVISION  

      APO San Francisco 96374 

   

 SPECIAL ORDERS        1 

February 1968 

 NUMBER      32     E X T R A C T 

 

 

 UP AR 672-5-1 fol indiv Co C 8th Spt Bn awd 

COMBAT MEDICAL BADGE (1st Award) 

 

ADAMS, DELANER   RAXXXXXXXX  XXX-XX-

XXXX    SP6 E6   91B40 
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196th Joins Div. 
 

   The 196th Light Infantry Brigade (Separate), which 

landed at the South China Sea port of Vung Tau Sunday, has 

been attached to the division, making the 25th the largest 

U.S. combat force in Vietnam. 

   The brigade, the first light infantry brigade in U.S. 

military history, will be located at Tay Ninh under 

the command of Brig. Gen. Edward H. deSaussure Jr., 

former assistant division commander (see following 

story). 

   Activated at Ft. Devens, Mass., on Sept. 15, 1965, 

the 196th Bde. underwent eight months of individual 

and unit training.  An estimated 50 per cent of the 

brigade were inexperienced soldiers when they began 

training. 

   The brigade trained its men as a unit, from basic 

combat training to advanced individual training 

through large unit tactical operations 

training.  Col. Francis S. Conaty Jr., deputy brigade 

commander, took the brigade through the rigorous 

training program. 

   During the latter stages of the training program, 

heavy emphasis was put on counter-guerrilla, counter-

insurgeney training.  To authenticate the training, 

the brigade was supported by a Special Forces (A) 

team of Vietnam veterans, who organized and trained 

teams to act as the Viet Cong during brigade-size 

tactical training exercises. 

   Major units of the new brigade are the 2nd Bn., 

1st Inf.; 3rd Bn., 21st Inf.; 4th Bn., 31st Inf., and 

the 82nd Arty. Bn. 

   Other units serving with the l96th include the 8th 

Spt. Bn., the 175th Engr. Co. (Combat), and F Trp., 

17th Armored Cav. 

http://www.25thida.org/TLN/tln1-25.htm#v1n25p1a


From the 25th Inf. Division’s newspaper, “Tropic 

Lightning:  

Vol 1 No. 32   TROPIC LIGHTNING NEWS                

October 1, 1966 

 
196th Light Inf. Bde. (Sep.) 
 

   4th Battalion, 31st Infantry (Polar Bears). 

Organized in 1916.  The regiment served in the Siberian campaign during the Russian 

Revolution in 1917.  The "Polar Bears" saw action in the Korean War.  Its motto is "Pro 

Patria...For Country." 

   3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry (Gimlets). 

Organized in 1862.  Earned 11 battle streamers in the Civil War.  Next came the Spanish-

American War, the Moro Insurrection in the Philippines, World War II in the Pacific, and 

the Korean conflict.  The motto is "Duty." 

   2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry (Guardians). 

Organized in 1791.  Participated in the War of 1812, the Mexican War, the Indian Wars, 

the Civil War, the Spanish-American War, the Philippines and World War II.  Its motto is 

"Semper Primus - Always First". 

   82nd Artillery. 

Founded during World War I, saw action in World War II and Korea. 

 

   OTHER UNITS serving with the 196th include: The 8th Support Battalion, the 175th 

Engineer Company (C), and F Troop, 17th Armored Cavalry. 



Vol 1 No. 39     TROPIC LIGHTNING NEWS                

November 18, 1966 
    

ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL 
SSgt. Roland T. Levesque, Co A, 8th Spt Bn. 
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Plenty Action In Wrecker's Routine Work 
 

   Operating a five-ton wrecker may not seem to be 

the most thrilling job a soldier could have, but in 

Vietnam there is thrill and danger in almost any 

occupation. 

   A wrecker's job is one of several occupations 

which require readiness on a 24-hour basis.  He may 

be called at some odd hour to rescue a truck carrying 

high explosives trapped in mud up to the fenders.  Or 

he may start out to haul in a truck badly mangled by 

a hidden road mine, and end up being blown off the 

road himself. 

   These are just a few of the hazards the three 

wrecking crews of Co. B, 8th Supt. Bn., 196th Lt. 

Inf. Bde., must face day by day.  Headed by WO Henry 

F. Lens of New Britain, Conn., the company's service 

and recovery leader, the wreckers recover everything 

from the common jeep to a downed helicopter.  They 

also have an area of responsibility covering the 

roads between Tay Ninh and Cu Chi, and in the 

opposite direction clear to the Cambodian border. 

   On assignments that take the wreckers far out, the 

drivers are usually given a jeep escort from the 

brigade's Trp. F, 17th Cav.  "There are times, 

though, when an escort is not possible," commented WO 

Lenz.  "I remember one call that came at noon.  At 

that time we had difficulty getting an escort.  We 

had to go quite a distance, so I gathered up a few of 

the men, including two welders and a sewing machine 

operator, and with our M-16s we went along as 

security." 



196th Light Infantry Brigade (Sep) 

OPERATIONS REPORT – LESSONS LEARNED 

 November 1966 – 31 January 1967 

 
      e.  Logistics. 

          (1)  The First Logistical Command supports the 196th 

Light Infantry Brigade utilizing a fixed base camp area forward 

supply distribution point within the Brigade base camp.  All 

stockage levels of Class I, II,(selected repair parts), III, IV 

(engineer) and V are maintained by the 266 Supply and Service Bn 

(DS). 

         (3)  Class II & IV: 

             (a)  The 8th Support Battalion maintains a central 

supply point and issues TA 50-902. 

             (b)  Items in critical demand and action taken. 

                  1.  Twenty six 10 KW generators.  The generators 

are on valid due out, document number 6262-1026.  At the end of 

the period it was found that 800 generators are available for 

shipment from CONUS and lift data will be furnished by Hq, 1st Log 

Command as soon as possible. 

                 2.  Lighting Set 6230-299-5642.  This item was 

requested on USARV Form 47 but disapproved stating that the 

request should be submitted to PA&E for installation.   A 

subsequent request was submitted requesting temporary loan of this 

item.  As of the end of the report period no reply has been 

received on the status of this item. 

                 3.  A semi-trailer tank, potable water 5,000 

gallons with prime mover, was requisitioned on DSO Doc. No. 6305-

1004 and 6305-1005.  

Item status at the end of the period no reply. 

                 4.  Four each trucks, tank, fuel servicing, 2 ½ 

ton 6x6 have been requested to augment the bulk POL transport 

capability of the 8th Support Battalion.  These items have been 

requested on DSO Doc. No. 6305-1003, IPD 05.  At the end of the 

report period the status was no reply. 

      (4)  Class III:  Issues during the period. 

                  Commodity                  Daily (average) 

                  Diesel                     2000 (gals) 

                  Mogas                      2500 (gals) 

                  JP-4                      15000 (gals) 

                  Avgas                       740 (gals) 

     (5)  Class V:  The Brigade issue total was 7,849 tons for the 

period, average per day was 87.9 tons. 

 

(Continued) 



(Continued) 

     (6)  Maintenance. 

         (a) The maintenance platoon of the 8th Support Battalion 

supported many non-brigade units.  However, the 548th Lt Equipment 

Company will phase into operation on 1 Feb 67, taking over the 

support of non-Brigade units. 

         (b) The maintenance platoon completed its move to a  

permanent location during January 1967.  Operation at complete 

capacity was realized on 21 January 1967. 

         (c)  The following is a completion of job orders for the  

reporting period by type:  wheeled vehicles 95, artillery 69, 

small arms 302, signal 652, fire control 281, engineer equipment 

93, office machines 31, service and evacuation 277. 

....................................... 

         i.  Medical 

 

             (1)  Personnel and Supporting units: 

                  (a)  There are nine out of ten authorized 

medical officers in the Brigade.  All battalions have a surgeon 

who not only takes care of the sick call and other medical 

requirements, but also holds MEDCAP missions. An average of 2000 

MEDCAP patients per month have been seen. 

                  (b)  Since the 45th Surgical Hospital became 

operational in Nov 66, most serious casualties have been evacuated 

directly to it. Company C (Med), 8th Support Battalion has handled 

the less serious casualties and illness, and any overflow of 

serious casualties from the 45th Surgical Hospital that need 

resusitation and then evacuation to other hospitals. This 

arrangement has been afforded a very high grade of medical care 

for the Brigade.                                                        

 

           (2)  Preventative Medicine and Health of the Command: 

                (a) Personal hygiene is excellent.  Adequate 

clothing, showering, and laundry facilities are available. 

                (b) Physical condition and nutrition of the troops 

is excellent. 

                (c) Skin and foot diseases have been encountered, 

but major problems have been circumvented by insuring adequate 

supplies of dry socks, underwear, and use of foot powder. 

                (d) The fighting strength has not been appreciably 

affected by diseases.  The average daily non-effectiveness rate 

has been 2.5/1000 average strength/day.  Venereal diseases, mostly 

gonorrhea, has been the single greatest cause of morbidity, with 

the rate of about 300/thousand/year. 

 

 

(Continued)  



(Continued) 

              (3) Environmental Sanitation. 

                  (a) The quality of potable water supplied by the 

engineers’ water points has been excellent. 

                  (b)  Insects and rodents are being controlled by 

use of the standard measures; residual insecticide is sprayed 

regularly in mess, latrine and billet areas, and bait traps for 

use of rodenticides are being installed. 

                  (c)  Permanent mess facilities are bind 

constructed at present.  Prior to this, unit tent-type messes have 

been utilized. 

            (4)  Other Medical Services. 

                 (a)  The Dental Conic in the medical company 

staffed with three dentists has maintained an excellent level of 

dental hygiene within the troops. 

                 (b) Veterinary support for vaccination of 

animals, etc., has been provided by the 25th Infantry Division. 

 



An item published in the ADVA quarterly “Journal”.   

 

Dear editor, 

 

   I just received my copy of the revised Americal Division 

History.  I was surprised to read the paragraph in the 23rd 

Admin” section concerning the establishment of 

administration support for the Division Headquarters, that 

Company A, 6th Support Battalion of the 11th Infantry 

Brigade had been in country supporting Task Force Oregon 

and was the predecessor of the new 23rd Administration 

Company, when it was activated on December 8, 1967. 

   I arrived in Chu Lai with the 198th Infantry Brigade 

Advance Party on October 9, 1967.  I was the brigade AG 

assigned to Company A, 9ht Support Battalion.  We soon 

learned that the Americal Division intended to reassign and 

merge the admin support units of the three separate 

brigades (11th , 196th and 198th) to the Division 

headquarters to form a new administration company in 

support of the Division headquarters. 

   The Americal division Information Office Release No. 1-

68-89, “1967 Americal Division Progress,” contains the 

following information: 

   “To provide for the orderly transition of records and 

personnel, four base elements were organized under a 

provisional concept, including the 23rd Administration 

Company, Headquarters and Headquarters and Band Support 

Command; Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 23rd 

Division Artillery; and the 23rd Military Police Company.” 

   The release went on to say that on December 8, the 23rd 

Administration Company was among the units activated and 

concurrently inactivated were Company A, 8th Support 

Battalion (196th Brigade) and Company A, 9th Support 

Battalion (198th Brigade).  Company A, 6th Support 

Battalion, 11th Infantry Brigade is not mentioned in this 

release. 

   The 258th Personnel Services Company (PSC) was deployed 

to Chu Lai from Fort Hood in June 1967 to provide support 

to Task Force Oregon.  It remained in place to support the 

Americal Division.  Upon the reorganization of the 196th 

and 198th Brigade personnel merged with those of the 258th 

PSC.  I was assigned as the Chief of a new Personnel 

Services Division (PSD) and Captain Ned Shivar who was 

commander of the 258th PSC, became the deputy chief.  Upon 

the merger the PSD had 11 officers and 200 enlisted men. 

   In a letter dated January 11, 1968 I wrote “We have 

another Brigade now – the 11th from Hawaii, and their AG 



section was integrated into the Americal Division 

headquarters.  So now I have 11 officers and 220 men in my 

PSD, quite a huge operation.”  

   The 23rd Administration Company was formed with the 

joint assets of the three former separate brigades. 

   That letter is in my book “We Wrote Letters Then” – 

letters sent and received from 1967 – 1968.  2015 Lulu 

Publishing 

 

Bill Walker.  Wwalker7395@yahoo.com 

 

 

  

mailto:Wwalker7395@yahoo.com


“A Doctor’s Vietnam Diary was written by Dr. John F. 

Stahler who served as doctor with the medical company of 

the 8th Support Battalion.  He published his diary for his 

service in 1966-1967 near Dau Tieng/Cu Chi. His comments 

are interesting commentary on what was going on in the 

early days of the 196th LIB service in Vietnam. One story 

related how an aiming stake used by an artillery battery 

was moved because it was obscured by a newly built bunker.  

The result was that Vietnamese civilians were hurt.  The 

artillery fire was off target as a result of moving the 

stake. 

  

 

 





This is a list of the men who died in service with the 8th Support  

Battalion in Vietnam. The location of the incident has not been 

recorded for any of these men.  There are only two men listed with 

information provided regarding their incident. Another item that comes up 

is that two of the men died in the test flight of an OH-23G (Raven). 

The military occupational specialty of Thomas Shea indicated he was 

working as an aircraft mechanic. So this may mean that the 8th Support 

Battalion was providing maintenance support for helicopters of the 196th 

Aviation Section?   

 

 

lname fname mname rank mos age incident casdate 
vehi
cle event co 

BRANES EDUARDO PAUL SP4 76G20 23 04/20/1967 20-Apr-67   B CO 

HOLTZ LARRY WILLIAM SP5 71H20 20 11/12/1966 12-Nov-66   A CO 

SHEA THOMAS COLLINS SSG 67R40 32 01/12/1967 12-Jan-67 

OH-
23G 
62-
0380
0 

MAINTENANCE 
FAILURE 
DURING POST-
MAINT TEST 
FLIGHT 
19670112 B CO 

SMITH ROBERT WILLIAM PFC 11B10 19 11/12/1966 12-Nov-66   A CO 

VAN 
REGENMORTE
R RONALD RAY CPT 64823 30 01/12/1967 12-Jan-67 

OH-
23G 
62-
0380
0 

MAINTENANCE 
FAILURE 
DURING POST-
MAINT TEST 
FLIGHT 
19670112 B CO 

 



Comment: All 50 months of the Americal Division S2/S3 reports are  

available on the AmericalFoundation.ORG website. If one wished to they might be 

able to search the text on the files that hold reporting prior to February 15, 

1969.   Also 196th LIB S2/S3 reports exist for the 196th LIB for periods of August, 

September and August 1966.  However, these are not searchable and are difficult to 

read.    

 

 

One might consider ordering 8th Support Battalion S2/S3 reports from the National 

Archives in Suitland, MD.  In this process you make a request for copies of reports 

on file.  The Archives then provides you with a list of materials that they have 

located and a price.  You then may select the items that you would pay for and 

order them.   It may take  

60-90 days or more to obtain the materials.  I may consider placing an order for 

reports for the three dates men died from the unit in order to  

update the information regarding the location of the incident and etc. 

 

The Coffelt Data Base site can be used to look up details about U.S. veterans who 

died in service in Vietnam or who became a POW. 

 

The “Faces on the Wall” web-site allows you to look up information about the men 

who died in service with the 8th Support Battalion.  At this site you can read 

comments made by family and friends as well as view photos of these men.   



 

 

 

One thing that caught my eye was that the 8th Support Battalion had a  

battalion newsletter.  If the name of the newsletter were known it might  

be possible to locate examples of the newsletters from the American 

Education Center (AHEC) at Carlisle Barracks, PA.   (Their holdings may 

be available online within the next 2-3 years.  So anyone who might have 

an example of one of their newsletters or even know the name of the 

newsletter it could be of great help in locating copies of the news 

letter.) 

 


