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Above is the 523rd Signal Battalion crest.




523rd Signal Battalion Articles and related materials

compiled from the Ameri cal Di vi si on V
Association (ADVA) database.

ADVA Historian for 202 2 comments. Compilation documents have been made for

veterans who might not have computer skills to search the extensive files for

materials about their unit.

This document was made for veterans of th e 523rd Signal Battalion.

No issue of a 523rd Signal Battalion Newsletter has been located to date.. ,
APhot os r el at e 823rtl oSighah e Battalion were inserted into this document

from The Ameri cal Divisionb6s Newspapeihereishenokn@mut her
unit tour book for the 523rd Signal  Battalion. Maps of the Americal AO are

available, but not part of the compilation. Other general information that

relates to all units of the Americal Division is inthe ADVA data base.

Photos related to the 523rd Signal Battalion inserted into the document. These

will come from the Americal Public Information Office, mainly came from the

weekly fASouthern CrossoO newspaper.

There are Division Operation Reports and Lessons Learned Reports. And

named

operationr  eports that can provide insight to the movements of the unit. These

will not be incorporated into this document. They can be reviewed online at
the AmericalFoundation.ORG website or the Americal Division Portal at the
Vietnam Archives at the Texas Tech. University website.

At the end of this document | have inserted examples of Americal Division S2/S3

entries related to the 523rd  Signal Battalion to illustrate what might be

available in the 50 months of Americal Division S2/S3 reports.
availabl e at the AmericalFoundation.org web - site as well as the Americal portal

These are

at the Texas Tech University Vietham Archive web - site. We also have some S2/S3

reports from the some of the infantry Battalions that might reference the
Signal Battalion , but th ey are not available online. Copies can be requested
from the ADVA historian.

A connection will always exist between the veterans  who served with
Division to the 523rd Signal Battalion. | know | appreciated their quick work
to change out the rad ios on our helicopters when there were issues with the
radios.

| hope our veterans appreciate what the 23rd S&T did for our soldiers. A lot
of credit goes to the convoy drivers who braved mines and ambushes to get us
the supplies we needed to survive.
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Stanton Order of Battle Vietham reference book

documentation on the 523rd Signal Battalion
523rd Signal Battalion
(Divisional)
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Arrived Vietnam: 10 January 1968
Departed Vietnam: 22 November 1971
Previous Station: Fort Huachuca
Authorized Strength 1968 1970

490 641

The 523rd Signal Battalion utilized assets of the 509th Signal
Battalion to assist in providing a divisional signal battalion to

the 23rd Infantry Division (Americal). The 523rd Signal Battalion
had the missi on of providing signal communications to include
establishment and operation of a division area communications
system of signal centers, wire and radio trunk and local lines,
and radio/wire integration stations providing general and direct
communications s upport for units in the division area. Its
headquarters was co - located with the division at Chu Lai.
However, its elements were often scattered to provide direct
support to the separated divisional units.




UNIT CITATIONS AWARDED
to 523rd Signal Battalion

SOURCE: Department of the Army Pamphlet 762 -3
Unit Citation and Campaign Participation Credit

Register
(1960 - 1978) Dated: May 1980

Awards:

523rd Signal Bn

RVNGC24 Aug 69 - 31 De c 69 DAGO 42, 1972

RVNGC31 Mar 70 - 30 Jun 70 DAGO 42, 1972
HHC, 523rd Signal Bn

RVNGC1 Apr 71 - 30 Jun 71 DAGO 6, 1974
3rd PIt, Co B, 523rd Sig Bn

VUA1l - 31 Aug 69 DAGO 43, 1972

ABBREVIATIONS:

DAGO: Department of the Army General Order
RVNGC: Republic Of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm
Unit Citation

VUA: U.S. Army Valorous Unit Award




Operations  523rd Signal Battalion

The normal listing of operation participation for this unit is

not relevant .  Without the 523rd Signal Battalion there would
not be any communications available for the infantry or

artillery or air support. We simply could not have operated
successfully w ithout radio communications.




This section is made up of articles from the Army
Reporter.

The largest Army newspaper in the world
THE ARMY REPORTER is published weekly under the supervision of the Information
Office. United States Army Vietnam and is an authorized Army publication. The
command newspaper has a circulation of 85,000 and is printed by PACIFIC STARS
AND STRIPES in Tokyo, Japan.

Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Department of
the Army. This newspaper utilizes the facilities of the ARMED FORCES NEWS
BUREAU and ARMY NEWS FEATURES. Contributions are welcome and may be sent
to: THE ARMY REPORTER, USARWIO, APO 96375 or telephone Long Binh
4204/4311.
09Dec68 - Radio offers varied uses

CHU LAI, (Americal) - On the parade field at the Americal
Division headquarters in Chu Lai stood two 30 foot antennas.
Parked between the two antennas was a jeep with what appeared to
be radio equipment mounted in the back seat.
Was this to be a new site for a communications center? No,
actually it was a demonstration of a new GRC 163. That is a new
radio which will go into operation at battalion level in the
Americal Division.
Lieutenant William A. Brickey of the 523rd Signal Battali on,
Americal Division, explained the new system.
"The new radio has the capability of giving to the subscriber
four channels of telephone and/or four channels of teletype."
The radio has three operating ranges, eight to 12 miles, 30
miles and 50 mile s depending on the type of antenna used.
Commenting on the improvement of the new radio over the old
system, Brickey said, "The piece of equipment now in use, this
radio will replace, was mounted in the back of a quarter - ton
trailer. It weighed about 5 0 times as much as this radio and the
old radio and the old radio wasn't as mobile."
The new radio can be mounted in the back of a jeep in a trailer
or it can be ground mounted.
“In ground mounting two men can take this piece of equipment
and have it fully operational in 40 minutes," Brickey continued,
"from the time it is set on the ground by the chopper.”




Army Reporter - 24Nov69
Single day's action

Sweep yields 11 NVA dead.

LZ BAYONET - Soldiers of the North Viethamese Army recently learned th at it
doesn't pay to mess around with the cavalry.

They learned that bitter lesson in the "Horseshoe" area on the Song Tra Khuc River, 20
miles south of Chu Lai headquarters of the Americal Division. The "teachers" were the
men of H Troop, 17th Cav., 198th Bde., who were sweeping the area.

The action began early in the morning when the armored personnel carriers (APCs)
moved out of their night defensive positions. The 3rd platoon , commanded by Lt. Paul
Wiekel, saw two NVA soldiers out of range on th e other side of the river.

"But four more popped up ahead of us," said Spec. 4 Herbert Brady, a combat
photographer from the 523rd Signal Bn., who was riding on the lead APC.

"The river bank was too steep and they couldn't get down until they came to a break
in the bank," said Brady. "The tracks chased them and fired on them as they tried to
cross the river."

The .50 caliber machine guns and smaller weapons killed on of the NVA soldiers and
wounded another who was taken along with two AK47s and tw o Chinese Communist
hand grenades.

The 1st platoon following immediately behind came across a vast tunnel complex.
When an NVA sniper opened up on the vehicles from a spider hole, the cavalrymen
returned fire, killing the enemy soldier and capturing an other AK47 and two more
Chicom grenades.

Dismounting the soldiers moved to check out the tunnels. Tunnel rats moved
through the maze, paving the way with fragmentation grenades. A search of the
complex turned up seven dead NVA soldiers, six AK47s, 27 Chicom grenades, four
RPGs and four loaded rucksacks.

Turning south, the troop proceeded further into the Horseshoe and soon came across
another set of tunnels this one apparently deserted.

Turning north, a track commander saw 10 NVA regulars fleeing up a hillside and
called for gunship support. As the APCs moved cautiously into the area to check out
the results, they came upon yet another base camp living area.

But the troop was still running up a score -two VC suspects, one of them wounded,
were found near the base camp. As they headed for a new night defensive position, the
troopers could account for 11 NVA killed and three enemy suspects detained.




Pacific Stars and Stripes An authorized
publication of the U.S. Armed forces in the far
east. Price 10 cents.

Field Enterprises
PACIFIC
STARS AND STRIPES
This newspaper is an authorized unofficial publication for U.S.
Armed Forces assi gned to the Pacific Command. Contents of Pacific
Stars and Stripes are not necessarily the official view of the
U.S. Government or the Department of Defense.
Columnists and cartoonists on this and other pages express

their own opinions and these views are not necessarily shared by
Pacific Stars and Stripes.
APaci fic Stars and Stripeso is published i

at Tokyo, Japan, APO San Francisco, 96503. It is distributed to
authorized personnel for 10 cents daily, $2.50 monthly or $30.00
ye arly, payable in advance per AR 230 -land AFR 176 -1. Second
class postage paid at Post Office, San Francisco, Calif.
The appearance of displays in this newspaper concerning
commercial publications does not constitute an endorsement by the
Department of Defense, the Military Departments or the Commander -
in - Chief, Pacific.




Pacific Stars & Stripes
25Jul 71 Page 6
Sunday

Hit Enemy Sanctuaries
S. Viets Kill 37 Reds

In East Cambodia Drive
S&S Vietnam Bureau
SAIGON T ........
In other action repo rted in Vietham Friday:
---  Communists fired about five 122mm rockets at Chu Lai
combat base early Friday, causing light casualties with no
fatalities [Historian Note: Chu Lai received 3 122mm rockets at
5:00 a.m. impacted at BT523085, BT537096, BT5280 97. No
casualties or damage. Suspected enemy location is BT452023 and
BT459015. Damage at 523 Signal Bn Motor Pool : 3 Y4 ton trucks,
6 ¥4 ton trucks, 3 2 ¥z ton trucks, 2 5 ton trucks, 2 commo vans,
minor damage. Broken windshields, fuel lines, flat tir es,
schrap nel holes in frames. All vehicles operational. Update 1
US WIA(minor). Treated and released by 23 Medical. Two rockets
were also fired at Tam Ky fired off from sandbags. 1 VC killed
at site. ]
---  U.S. Army helicopter gunships killed six Re ds Thursday 30
miles southwest of Quang Ngai after a light observation
helicopter received small arms fire in the area. [Historian
Note: 11 t* Bde reports: B/123 d  Avn Bn, at BS175667 11:15 a.m..
LOH rec eived small arms fire flying at 50 feet at 40 knots.
Observed12 -15 structures. One was 4006by 1006.
destroyed by white phosphorous rounds. Observed green uniforms
hanging in trees. Observed WD - 1 commo wire strung between
trees. Eng aged area with gunships resulting in 1 secondary
explosio n. Observed 10 military aged males in green uniforms
with weapons evading. Engaged with gunships. Results: 6 NVA
killed by gunship)]




Pacific Stars & Stripes

APO San Francisco 96503

Published daily: $3.00 per month.

Second - class post  age paid at San Francisco, Calif.
2 November, 1971 Page 6

Standdowns Cut 2,890 Spaces

S&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON T Eight Army units including six from the 23 rd
Inf. Div. (Americal), began standdown Sunday, the U.S.
command said, creating 2890 space reductions.

The Americal units are Hq and Hg. Co. (175 spaces);
1st Bn.,6 ™ Inf. (920 spaces); 723 ' QOrd. Bn. (555
spaces); 523" Sign Bn . (520 spaces) and the 23" Supply
and Transportation Bn (385 spaces) ; and Hqg., and Hq.

Co.,23 ™ Div. Support Com  mand, whose composition was
not listed separately.

That unit, the 335 th Transportation Co.; and the 54th
Medical Det. (Medevac Helicopter) had an aggregate of
355 spaces.

Four Americal battalions are still operating in
Vietnam under the 196 thInf. Br igade, Army spokesmen
said.




The next section of articles comes from the Quarterly Americal
Magazines. There were 12 issues of these colorful glossy
magazines published by the Division Information Office from May

1968 - Fall of 1971. Additionally there was an Americal Book
published in mid 1970 that was similar in look and feel to the

magazine.

Americal Division Magazine - May, 1968

This is from the inaugural issue of the Americal Division

Magazine. There were only two issues in 1968. This fir st issue
has a different format from the subsequent issues. This issue

appears to use 8"x10" paper folded over like a pamphlet. Nearly

all the photos are B&W, unlike subsequent issues that had a full

8"x10" size and with abundant color photos and graphic S.

Signalmen Keep
Communications
Going Strong

The 523rd Signal Battalion provides the Americal Division with
a communications system needed for division functions such as
command control, intelligence, firepower and combat service
support; special sta ff and technical assistance for the planning
and control of all division communications; direct support
cryptologistics for the division, and limited photographic

service.

The 523rd Signal Battalion , although activated on January 10,
1968, is by no mean s a newcomer to the Americal Division. Prior
to its activation as the 523rd and assignment to the division, the

battalion was the 509th, a stracom unit of the 1st Signal Brigade
attached to the division. It arrived in Chu Lai in April of 1967.

In supp ort of the tactical elements of the division the
battalion has various communications sites within the Americal
Division area of operations.

Wherever Americal infantrymen wage war for the freedom of the
Vietnamese, the 523rd Signalmen will be there to h elp them shoot,
move and communicate effectively.

The blue background and stars of the southern cross in the unit
crest denote its assignment to the Americal Division. Orange and
white are the Signal Corps colors and the crossed lightning bolts
illustr ate the coordination and swift provision of radio and land
line communications facilities. The Latin motto translates to
"Who Dares Wins."

B&W photo of the 523rd crest. As described above, except the
phrase "WHO DARES WINS" is in plain English, not i n Latin.




Americal Division Magazine

Photographers:

1LT Josef Hebert
Division 10

SP4 Bill Crawford
196th Inf. Bde.

SP4 James R. Small
523rd Signal Bn.

SP4 Dean Williams
Division 10

PFC Laszlo Kondor
Division 10

PFC Marshall Rowland
198th Inf. Bde

January, 1970
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3 B&W photos. Photos by 523rd Sig. Bn . A graphic art work of a
signal tower is in the background.

Signalmen are continually making repairs or checking on the operation of equipment.

B&W Photo 1 - Man working on an electronic device with a
keyboard.




B&W Photo 2
office.

Signalmen .
- Two men wearing white T - shirts are working in the




R

LTC Bartos, the battalion commander, pauses briefly to talk with one of the soldiers at a
523rd installation.

B&W Photo 3 - LTC Bartos, 523rd Bh Commander talks with one of
his soldiers.

Caption for the set of photos - Signalmen are continually making
repairs or checking o n the operation of equipment. Below, LTC
Bartos, the battalion commander, pauses briefly to talk with one

of the soldiers at a 523rd installation. Opposite page, control
ofthe  523rd Sig. Bn ., all begins at the battalion headquarters
located at Chu Lai.
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523rd Signal.....
....THE VOICE OF COMMAND By SP5 BOB BETTS

Graphic of a signal tower runs through the page. A B&W photo
shows the 523rd headquarters with emblems of the Americal and
the 523rd on a sign

above the roof.

"Hello, Chu Lai may | have Duc Pho please?" A few moments
later a voice on the other end of the line answers, "Duc Pho,
Sir." And another phone call will shortly be completed.
Insuring that the connection is made is just one of a vast array

of duties and technical respons ibilities that falls squarely on
the shoulders of the 523rd Sig. Bn .
The Americal Div. utilizes the 670 men of the 523rd for

control of all communications, so vital when fire power,
intelligence, and combat support are needed.

Over 265 reels of wire, equaling 67 miles, has been installed
and is maintained by the battalion to provide the means of
communications for the Chu Lai Defense Command.

A Very High Frequency (VHF) system is operated by the 523rd
for the 11th, 196th and 198th Brigades. This s ame service is
provided to Americal Support Artillery units located at camps;

Minh Long, Tra Bong, and Tien Phuoc operated by U.S. Army and
ARVN Special Forces.

Providing photographic service to the division for use in
Stars & Stripes, the Americal maga zine and newspaper, or for
release to servicemen's hometown newspapers is just another of
the services provided by the 523rd. "In all of these functions,
the battalion is doing a superb job," said LTC Robert E. Bartos
(Hammond, Ind.), battalion commander.

" This is the only division signal unit I've seen that
operates in a semi - permanent configuration and at the same time
can provide quick response mobile communications support, said
LTC Bartos when asked about one of the unique qualities of the
523rd .

LTC Bartos holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Indiana
University and did post graduate study at Columbia University.

He has served as a U.S. advisor to the Chinese Nationalist Army
on Taiwan.

(continued)




(continued)

Keeping in mind one of Pres ident Nixon's three criteria for
U.S. troop reductions in Southeast Asia, 523rd began eyeball to
eyeball contact with the 2nd ARVN Division last July. The
Vietnamese have a signal company as compared to our battalion.

Exchange tours have been made to gi ve the ARVNs an awareness of
other signal equipment and communications management techniques.

One of the most popular functions the signal battalion
provides is the Military Affiliated Radio System (MARS).

Every Americal solider is encouraged to make one free
stateside telephone call every two weeks. The program is run on
afirst -comfirst - serve basis. There is a three - minute time

limit to each call.

The MARS facilities are located at Chu Lai and various
Landing Zones. A hospital patient can mak e a bedside call to
his worried loved ones. The only calls that have priority are
Red Cross calls and are five minutes in duration.

Since the MARS stations, which average 250 calls per week,
are operated on a single sideband short wave system, receptio n
depends on the atmospheric conditions and the time of day.
Transmissions are made on the same principle as a two - way radio;
therefore, only one person can speak at a time. After
completing a statement, you say "over," The operator than
reverses the sen der and receiver so that the other party can
speak. Often you may hear that profound statement, "l love you,
over."

Whether it be a soldier calling his loved ones or a platoon
leader calling for artillery support, the name of the game is
communications  and the task of making sure all systems are go
belongs to the 523rd .

The nerve center of the battalion, and the division, is the
communications system control center. From here, network maps
for communications points out the need for "multi -
accessibil  ity." While a cable system is adequate for Chu Lali,
it cannot be relied on in the field. Thus the 523rd must be a
maneuverable, outfit, ready to use a variety of means and
locations in order to insure good communications.

Therefore, the network is bui It on three main plateaus:
Frequency Modulation (FM), Amplitude Modulation (AM), and
telephonic.

(continued)




(continued)

MAJ Bruce Gronich (EL Paso, Tex.), battalion operations
officer, summed up the objective of the Control Center. "If
someone h as a need to talk, our job is to see that he always
can."” The battalion achieves this broad objective with a hard
working staff on a 200 line switchboard. Each operator works a
six hour shift and puts through approximately 100 calls per
hour.

Every so Idier, at one time or another, has wondered what the
difference is between an A, B, or C class telephone. Here is
the answer to this paradoxical question. Class "A" phones can
reach anywhere in the world you dial. On a class "C" phone only

a local call can be made. A median between these two classes is
the Class "B" which is used for local or limited long distance
calls.

Classified material can only be discussed on a "secure"
radio. The telephone systems do not offer security. To achieve
the necess ary security needed for radio communications, a crypto
device is used to scramble the words. Thus radio, considered as
one of the most unsecure communications means, acquires a
greater application.
From Ho An to Sa Huynh, the 523rd Sig. Bn . is providin g these
services we take for granted. This complacency, on our part,
proves their success. MAJ Gronich summed up the essence of the
whole story, "We're not Bell Telephone ...but we sure try."

B&W Graphic of subdued signal tower and the "crest of 523rd
signal - WHO DARES WINS".
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The ASouthern Crosso was the Americal Divisi|
newspaper. The first issue was published in May 1968 and t he
last issue was published in the fall of 1971. Approximately 118

issues have been located by the ADVA historian. These are

articles related to the 523rd Signal Battalion found in these

issues:

From the May 1968 issue of the ASoruthern Cr

Major's Curiosity Leads To Conquest Of Challenge
By PFC DAVE MCGOWN
Staff Writer
CHU LAl - In1948,17 -year - old Roy Knight joined the Army with less
than a seventh grade education.

Today, Maj. Roy Knight holds a bachelor's degree in busin ess
administration from the University of Omaha and is the executive officer
of the Americal Division's 523rd Signal Battalion

The 20 years between have been both challenging and rewarding for the
major. He has served in Korea, Thailand, Turkey, Panam a and "all over

the United States." Besides 17 years in signal units, he has also been
in infantry, armor and artillery outfits.

In 1956, while serving his "first tour" with Americal, at Ft. Clayton
in Panama, 1st Sgt. Knight of the 123rd Signal Compan y was awarded a
direct field commission. It was an exceptional peacetime promotion.

But his most outstanding story is his conquest in the struggle for
self - education.

"The Army will help anyone who helps himself," he said.

Helping himself to Gene ral Educational Development correspondence
courses and evening classes, he earned his high school diploma in 1953.

Transfers and temporary duty orders often meant interruptions and
discontinuations, but he was never discouraged.

"I'm curious," explai ned Knight. "l want to be able to understand
things around me,"

His curiosity eventually led him to begin working towards his college
degree in 1957. He accumulated credits from the University of Maryland,
the University of North Carolina, Louisiana St ate and Oklahoma State.
With 136 semester hours behind him, he still needed several on - campus

credits to qualify for a degree. The Education Office at Ft. Bragg,
North Carolina, steered him toward the Army's Degree Completion Program
which allows senior servicemen to live on campus for as long as
necessary.

From July 1967 to January 1968, Knight attended the University of
Omaha, earned all A's and B's, and received his degree.

"Learning is never ending," commented the major who plans to work for
a master's degree in electronics engineering.

(continued)




(continued)

Photo Caption - MAJ. KNIGHT




110ct68 - Southern Cross Vol. 1 No. 9. Page 4 - 5 Centerfold.
523rd Sig. Bn. - "The Voice of Command"

The 523rd Signal Battalion commanded by LTC Lewis F. Magruder, serves
as the "voice of command." It provides the Americal Division with the
communications systems so necessary for its vital functions: command
control, intelligence, and firepower and combat services support.

The bat talion also renders special staff and technical assistance for
the control of all division communications. In addition, it delivers
direct support cryptologists and photographic services.

Not a Newcomer

Although not activated until Jan. 10, 1968, th e 523rd is by no means
a newcomer to the Americal area of operations. The unit arrived at Chu
Lai in April, 1967, from An Khe as the 509th Sig. Bn. Its job was to
provide communications support for Task Force Oregon.

The mission of providing reliable and efficient communications for a
division which covers so large an area as the Americal is a difficult
one. Various sites must be maintained throughout the AO to adequately
meet the requirements of the division's tactical elements.

Radio Station

To supplement this aid, the signalmen operate the Armed Forces Radio
Service (AFRS) rebroadcast station at Chu Lai. In addition, they
monitor major news teletype services for command information purposes.

Another service the 523rd provides for the men of the Americal is the
chance to communicate with their loved ones in the United States via the
Military Affiliate Radio Station. The men from MARS, by means of a
combined radio -telephone hookup, send the call from Vietnam to a
receiving station in the st ates. The only charge is for the cost of a
call from the station to the soldier's home over commercial telephone
lines.

Organization

The battalion consists of a headquarters detachment commanded by ILT
Raymond E. Starr and two line companies.

A Co, commanded by CPT Stephen L. Singer, is the command operations
company and provides communications support mainly to division

headquarters.
CPT John M. Waktins commands C Co., which is the signal support
operations element of the battalion. It provi des support to most of the

wide - spread brigade and battalion fire support bases.

Battalion Insignia

The battalion insignia (below), which is colored both orange and
white for the Signal Corps and blue and white for the Infantry, was
authorized by the U.S. Army Institute of Heraldry in August, 1968.

The three fleurs - de-lis (center, lower left and lower right of
shield) represent France and the honors awarded the unit for the
Ardennes - Alsace. Northern France, and Normandy campaigns, during World
War Il. The ermine spots (upper left and right of the shield) relate to
Europe and are used to represent the Central European and Rhineland
campaigns that sealed the fate of the Axis Powers.

(Continued)




(Con tinued)

110ct68 - Southern Cross Vol. 1 No. 9. Page 4 - 5 Centerfold. (Continued)
Photo Captions -

One happy MARS customer

(1) One happy MARS customer. (Comment- A young "buck" sergeant shows
his  appreciation with a big grin. Sign on the wall "FINISH YOUR

TRANS/ISSION WITH THE WORD OVER. DO NOT GIVE YOUR ??? and MOVEMENT
L2207
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Signalman notes circuit change at Division Systems Control facility

(2)  Signalman notes circuit change at Division Systems Control faclity.
(Note soldier updates a form of many posted on the wall. Another

soldier sitting is operating a headset connected to a switchboard. The
switchboard is marked "SYSCON".




3)

Battalion Crest

crest of 523rd signal

- WHO DARES WINS




'Unseen operators are the voice of Americal

(4) Unseen operators are the voice of Americal (Large switchboard
being worked by two operators.)




(5) Operator

~ Operator adjusts AFVN retransmitting unit

adjusts AFVN retransmitting unit. (Large black box with

lots of meters, dials, and switches being adjusted by soldier with

headset on).
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Cableman dwarfed by VHF antennas

(6) Cab | eman dwarfed by VHF antenna.

Photo showing a repairman highup
on a large telephone pole with VHF antenna

in the background.




080ctober69 - Southern Cross Vol. 2 No. 28
Photos by by PFC James Small and PFC Ronald Massey, 523rd Sig. Bn.

09Jan70 - Southern Cross Vol. 3 No. 02 Page 3
Photo by PFC Gerard Paulin 523rd Sign. Bn.

07Aug70 - Southern Cross Vol. 3 No .29 Page 6
Photo by SP4 Herbert Brady, 523rd Sig. Bn.

18Dec70 - Southern Cross Vol. 3 No. 47 Page 3
Photo s by PFC Stephen M. Befeld and by PFC James

Dunn, 523rd Sig. Bn

Ottley....was credited for a photo.
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COL SHUMWAY TAKES OVER23RD
By SP4 Ed Breidenbach

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) - Lieutenant Colonel James D. Shumway, llI
assumed command of the 523rd Signal Battalion from Lieutenant
Colonel Robert E. Bartos in a ceremony at the headquarters

Company area on July 14th.

Colonel Bartos has been assigned to the Pentagon, Washington,
DC.

The ceremony was attended by various dignitaries including
Brigadier (General Roy L. Atterbury, Assistant Division
Commander of Support. The new commander, a service veteran of 19
years was commissioned in 1956. He has served numerous tours in
Europe, the Pentagon and other US posts and a tour in Vietnam.

The signal officer's last duty station was the Pentagon where he
served as a manager in the satellit e branch.

He has a Bronze Star, the Combat Infantry Badge, Nation Defense
Service Medal, a Meritorious Service Medal and a Joint Chief of
Staff ID Badge. Colonel Shumway is married and has three
children. He makes his home in Detroit.




In recent ceremonies at the 523rd Signal Battalion
Lieutenant Colonel James D. Shumway III (left) Took
Command, replacing Lieutenant Colonel Robert E. Bartos.
Brigadier General Roy L. Atterbury attended the

ceremonies (right). (Photo by 523rd Sig. Bn.)
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Photo Caption: In recent ceremonies at the 523rd Signal Battalion

Lieutenant Colonel James D. Shumway Il (left) took Command,
replacing Lieutenant Colonel Robert E. Bartos. Brigadier General
Roy L. Atterbury attended the ceremonies (right).
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ommunications specia‘s of the 523rd Slgnai Béf(ztlion lift together to raise a very Hi
F{equengy (VHF) radio antenna over-looking the Chu Lai east air facility. The antenna
will provide communication for numerous elements of the Americal Division.
Page 2 October 9, 1970 SOUTHERN CROSS

Photo Caption: Communications specialists of the 523rd Signal
Battalion lift together to raise a Very High Frequency (VHF) radio

antenna over - looking the Chu Lai east air facility. The antenna
will provide communica tions for numerous elements of the Americal

Division.
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Twins answer 'query’

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) - One face that is probably seen more than any
other in the 523d Signal Battalion here is that of Privates First Class Ed and
Bill Query, Poland, Ind. Why one face? Because Ed and Bill are identical
twins.

Asked why they both joined the Army, Ed replied, "We didn't join. We were
drafted." The question then immediately arises why they are both in Vietham
"We volunteered for Nam so we could get a four month drop," says Bill. "We
could have gone to Germany without the drop, but we turned it down and asked
for Vietnam instead."

Since their induction in August, 1969, Ed and Bill have served their
milita ry obligation together on a more or less "buddy," or more specifically
"Brother" system.

The two 20 -year - old brothers attended basic training at Ft. Campbell, Ky.,
where they received different Military Occupational Specialties. For a while
it looked a s if the brothers would be separated for the duration of their time
in service. However, the first sergeant of their company asked them if they
would like to attend communications school together. The twins agreed and were
soon off to Ft. Knox for the MO S training. They received additional training
at Ft. Gordon, Ga.

The older of the two brothers by 30 minutes, Ed, says that their parents
weren't exactly too enthusiastic about the twins' voluntary action. "But you
know how mothers are,” he said. "Be sides, our older brother who had been here
said that it wasn't as bad as people said it was, and it isn't all that bad."

The only distinguishable difference between the twins is a small mole on
Ed's nose, which he vowed to have removed as soon as possib le. "I'm just
getting tired of everyone pointing at it and saying they can tell us apart by
it," said Ed.

The brothers are looking forward to their discharge in April 1971 so they
can take advantage of the Gl Bill and attend college.

Ed Query PFC Bill Query
Photo Captions: PFC Ed Query & PFC Bill Query
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Division photo contest

The Division Information Office is sponsoring a photo contest
for the members of the Americal Division. The contest will
include black and white and color photos and cash awards will be
given to the winners. Awards will be as follows:

1st Place - $50.00 Honorable Mention - 5.00
2nd Place - $25.00 Honorable Mention - 5.00
3rd Place - $10.00 Honorable Mention - 5.00

The w inning photos will be published in the Southern Cross with
the photographer's name and unit. The winning photos will also be
released to both the military and civilian press. The procedures
and rules governing the contest are as follows:

1. The contest will be limited to only one entry per person.
2. Participants must enclose both picture and negative and their
name and unit and send it to:
Editor, Southern Cross
23rd Admin Co (10)
APO 96374
3. Photos must be received by December 1.
4. Photos must have been taken during 1970 in the Americal
Division area of operations.
5. No member of the Division Information Office, 523rd Signal
Battalion, 10th PID, 31st PID or person in an y other information
position will be allowed to participate.
6. A brief description of the picture, where and when it was
taken and the circumstances under which it was taken must be
included with the picture.
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The Americal Communicators

The origins of the 523rd Signal Battalion reach back to World
War Il where it was first constituted February 29, 1944 in the
Army of the United States as the 3132nd Signal Service Company.
It participated i n a number of significant operations in the
European theatre to include the Normandy, Northern France,
Rhineland, Ardennes - Alsace and Central Europe campaigns.

In 1954 it was redesignated as the 123rd Signal Company,
assigned to the 23rd Infantry Divisi on, and activated at Fort
Clayton, Canal Zone. It was activated again on April 25, 1960 in
Korea.

The unit was reorganized and redesignated as the 509th Signal
Battalion (Support) at Fort Huachuca, Arizona in the summer of
1966. Consisting only of a headquarters element, the 509th joined
USARV at An Khe in early 1967. Once in Chu Lai the battalion
began establishing VHF communications to the 196th Light Infantry
Brigade in Quang Tin and Quang Ngai, the 3rd Brigade, 25th
Infantry in southern Quan g Ngai, and the 101st Airborne in Duc
Pho.

In February, 1969 the 523rd Signal Battalion was reorganized.
As a result of the reorganization all 12 - channel VHF
communications were operated and maintained by elements of the
523d Signal Battalion and mana ged by its systems control arm.

The 523rd Signal battalion has provided extensive
communications capabilities during the several operations
conducted by various units of the Americal. The unit supports the
operations with a communications center switch board, VHF and HF
communications, and the Chu Lai switchboard systems.
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Bored? Why not try the library?
By SP4 Steven Elschlager
CHU LAI (23rd Inf. Div. 10) - A tour in Vietnam might go a
li ttle quicker if the man in uniform could just relax every now
and then and do a little reading. And for those in the 23rd
Infantry Division, all it takes is a little trip to the Chu Lai
Special Services Library , located near the 23rd Admin Pad, which
is a cross the street from the entrance to the Division
Headquarters. A man can read in the quiet atmosphere of the
library or check out the book of his choice.
Don't be worried about not finding a book you like, because the
library has over 12,000 volumes of the most popular books to
satisfy every taste. Also there are 204 selections of magazines
and 19 newspapers to choose from.
"Love Story seems to be one of the most popular books we have",
commented Mr. Jay D. Farris, a professional librarian formerl yin
charge of the library. "The most popular books are usually on the
subjects of photography and sports."
At this time, nearly 100 people visit the library daily, but
Mr. Farris stated that there is room for many more.
When asked why more people d ont come to the library, Mr.
Farris said, "l think the reason is, many don't know where it is
and either think they don't have the time or the transportation".
"Until better transportation facilities come to Chu Lai, the
library will just be used by th e local people like the 523rd
Signal  personnel.”
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Make a call; any call at all
By Capt. George F. Bennett
LZ HAWK HILL, (196th Inf. Bde. 10) - The job's nerve racking, the
pace often hectic, and the rewards slight, but the contribution is
great, for communications serves as a lifeline between an infantry
brigade and its maneuver elements.
1st Lieutenant Peter M. Cuviello of Tonawanda, N.Y., platoon leader
of the  1st Platoon, Company B, 523r d Signal Battalion is charged with an
integral part of the communications for the 196th Infantry Brigade. His
platoon, among other things, operates the " Charger " switchboard.
The excitement and mental strain a telephone operator experiences
results lar gely from individuals who expect "stateside service."
Frequently, because the situation is urgent, the caller may forget he's
in a combat zone. "Even my operators get a little angry, when they try
to call another switchboard and don't get an immediate re sponse,"
commented Cuviello.
"When a man gets upset with the phone service, he frequently doesn't
understand the problems," Cuviello continued. "During each of the peak
hours of 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., and between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m., my
operators have hand led up to 300 calls. Once they had almost 300."
"Generally, service given by 'Charger' is exceptionally good, for a
combat area, tactical type switchboard," said Major Phillip V. DiMauro
of Leavenworth, Kan., brigade executive officer.

The switchboa rd used at Hawk Hill is an MTC - (Manual Telephone
Central) with a capability of 200 telephone lines. Presently, there are
130 lines, 29 of these being trunk lines (long distance - switchboard to
switchboard).

To perform the telephonic communications miss ion, 10 men are assigned

as operators. Two operators work together and alternate with two others
every two hours for a 12 hour period. "For a man to work the board more
than a couple of hours would drive him crazy," stated Specialist 4
Andrew Acree of Fr edericksburg, Va.
The switchboard also offers a special service for top priority calls
known as "Blue Arrow". This means the operator will stay with the
caller until the call is terminated. They'll monitor the circuit for
guality and terminate the con versation. A "Blue Arrow" also authorizes
the operator to break into a conversation taking place on the number
called.
"Charger" switchboard has direct telephone lines with all the 196th
Infantry Brigade firebases. Not only does the switchboard handle all
the brigade's administrative business, but frequently it's called upon
to place tactical calls. "l really feel good when | can help one of the
guys in the field," said Acree. "They're the ones we're supporting.”
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Free trip home

By Cpt. George F. Bennett

DA NANG (196th Inf. Bde. I0O) -~ Would you believe Christmas day
was changed to May 8th? Just ask Specialist Four James L. Arnold
(Oxford, Ala.), and you may agree.

The day started a s any other for Arnold as he performed his job
with the 196th Infantry Brigade. He is assigned as a head
generator repairman with 1st Platoon, Company B, 523rd Signal
Battalion

Then the word came. He was to report to the brigade adjutant.

"l was tol d I was to go up for soldier of the month," said Arnold.

As he was ushered into Captain Werner Chamberlain's (Columbus,
Ga.), office his expression quickly became serious. The reading
of his rights caused his jaw to drop slightly.

Then came the char ge. "You are charged with buying a dollar
chance from the USO and winning a trip for 14 day's leave," said
the adjutant.

There it was - Christmas, New Years, Thanksgiving, and all good
days rolled into one. Arnold's smile was from ear to ear when
Miss Donna Swope (Thousand Oaks, Calif.), program director for the
Chu Lai USO gave the official congratulations.

Miss Swope came upon the idea of the raffle when she was trying
to develop a Mother's Day program. "l thought, wouldn't it be
neat to send a gu y home," she said.

Arnold actually will miss Mother's Day. The soonest flight to
Dallas Texas, the closest airport to his home is on May 12th.

But he doesn't mind. He's going home not only to see his wife
and mother but also for the first glimpse o f his new son. Jeffery
Scott Arnold was born on May 3rd.

"The day after | was told about my son by the Red Cross, |
entered the contest,” said Arnold. "I didn't think | had much
chance since | bought only one ticket. There were guys buying as
many as 10."

May 8th was definitely a great day for Specialist Arnold. It
can be amply summarized by First Lieutenant James R. Brannon
(Mooresville, N.C.), his platoon leader, when he said, "You lucky
son of a gun.”
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Christmas came
late for orphans

By SP4 Fred Abatemarco

CHU LAI (23rd Inf Div 10) - If it is true that Christmas comes
only once a year, someone certainly didn't inform Mrs. Dorthy L.
Alexander.

As the wife of Major William M. Alexand er, executive officer of
the 523rd Signal Battalion , 23rd Infantry Division, she might seem
a far cry from the traditional St. Nicholas, but it is doubtful
that anyone could convince the 400 children at the Quang Ngai
Catholic Orphanage that their most rec ent benefactor was anyone
else.

Mrs. Alexander recently spearheaded a drive in Seattle,
Washington that produced over 2,000 pounds of clothing, sundries
and toys for the orphanage. With the help of a local wives group,

a number of churches and even the services of a moving firm and
answering service, Mrs. Alexander amassed what is probably the

largest single donation that the orphanage has ever received.

When did the project have its origin? Last Christmas naturally.

At the time, the 523rd Signal B attalion was acting as a sponsor
for the orphanage. As the men became more familiar with the
children, their visits became more regular and word of their
endeavors naturally found its way back to the people back home.

Mrs. Alexander received the report s from her husband with avid
enthusiasm, and before long she had the local radio station
donating spot announcements for collections.

An indication of how successful her efforts were is the fact
that a few strings had to be pulled with the Navy and the
Force in order to transport the goods from the west Coast to Da
Nang. And when a convoy recently visited the orphanage, they were
only able to transport half of the bundles; the remainder had to
be taken at a later date.

Ari
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Captain MacArthur now Division Chapel pianist
By SP/4 William Hutchison

Photo Caption:

Captain James B. MacArthur concentrates on the music sheet as
he plays a spiritual number--a style he is not particularly familiar
with. (U.S. Army Photo)

Captain James B. MacArthur concentrates on the music sheet as

he plays a spiritual number - a style he is not particularly familiar with

(U.S. Army Photo)

(continued)
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Captain MacArthur now Division Chapel pianist
By SP/4 William Hutchison

CHU LAI, (23rd Inf. Div. I0) -- The 23rd Infantry Division's chapel has a
new pianist for its Sunday morning Protestant services. Ca ptain James B.
MacArthur, Saginaw, Mich., Commander of Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
523rd Signal Battalion , is lending his talent to the chapel's piano every
Sunday.

The busy captain is also mess officer and officer -in - charge of the local

MARS station. Yet he has gladly taken time from his busy and demanding
schedule to play for the chapel. But to MacArthur this is certainly no
bothersome task, for derives great pleasure and relaxation from his playing.

Being in Vietnam has sorely dampened his piano playing - his full schedule and
the lack of readily accessible pianos are two of the biggest reasons. He often
plays on one of the Special Services pianos here in Chu Lai in any spare time
he can get together.

"When | am playing my problems ju st sort of fade away, | guess to me the

piano is my narcotic,” stated MacArthur.
The young captain started out on classical music during most of his eight
years of piano instruction. Lately he has turned to the pop music field,

especially to the music of Burt Bacharach.

"l can really find a tremendous amount of pleasure out of just sitting down
at the piano with a few friends and having an old fashioned sing -a-long,"
remarked the young pianist.

Though limited to spiritual music, Captain MacArthur has brought a little

something extra to the Sunday Protestant services.
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198th Bde. gains title with 4 - 2 softball win
By MSG Bill Pickett
CHU LAI, (23d Inf. Div. 10) - The 198th Inf. Bde. ca me from behind
in the final two games of the 23d Infantry Division Fast Pitch Softball
Championship  and twice defeated Company A, 523d Signal Battalion to win

the division title.
The champs battled through the losers' bracket of the double

elimination t ournament which began May 11, and in game 52 of the
tournament, Jeff Stevens hit a grand slam home run to provide the
winners with all the runs they needed in the 4 -2 win.

The winning runs were scored in the last of the sixth inning after
Company A had taken a 2 -0 lead on the home runs by Bill Klaus and
Everett Kitchen in the third and fourth innings respectively.

Those home runs were the first two hits of the game off winning

pitcher, Chaplain Don Grover, who bested the Signaleers' Art Quackenbush
in the semifinal game of the tournament, with Company A holdingal -0
lead. But the brigade men notched two runs in the sixth inning and added
six in the seventh frame for an 8 - 1 victory, earning another chance for
the title.

Third place in the tournament went to 635th Military Intelligence
Company, while another 523rd Sig. Bn. Team - Company C-earned fourth

place.  Team trophies and individual awards were schedule to be
presented to the top four teams.
Third baseman Klaus got the first hit off for the Al pha Company nine
when he homered to left field in the third inning. Catcher Woodson's
fourth inning blast was nearly caught by right fielder Dave Reen, but
the ball barely tipped off his glove as he reached over the fence.
A momentary loss of control i n the fatal sixth inning got loser
Quackenbush into trouble. He walked Tarry Dagit to lead off the inning,
then hit shortstop Tom Frey with a pitch. Renn then singled up the
middle, setting the stage for Stevens game - winning home run.
The losers threa tened in the seventh inning when Charlie Penn walked
with one out, after a pinch hit single put runners on first and second.
Chaplain Grover got the next two batters out to snuff out the threat.
In the semifinal contest, the signal team scored in the f irst inning
on a hit batsman and a triple by Dagit. The teams battled on even terms
until the 198th tallied two runs in the sixth and added six more in the
seventh inning, three runs scoring on a home run by Renn.
Division Special Services office perso nnel, encouraged by the
participation in the softball tournament, have scheduled volleyball
during July, and are planning a slow pitch softball tournament for later
this summer.

(continued)
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Safe at third base is Terry Dagit as the ball gets through Alpha Company third baseman Bill Kaus.
Dagit scored on the play, which occurred in the semifinal game, won by the 198th, 8-1 (U.S. Army
Photo by MSG. Bill Pickett)

Page 8 SOUTHERN CROSS July 9, 1971
Photo Caption: Safe at third base is Terry Dagit as the ball gets
through  Alpha Company third baseman Bill Kaus. Dagit scored on the
play, which occurred in the semifinal game, won by the 198th, 8 -1

(U.S. Army Photo by MSG. Bill Pickett)
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Interest sparks new programs
By MSG Bill Pickett

CHU LAl (23d Inf. Div. 10) - The 1971 Division Volleyball

Championship -- a double elimination tournament -is

underway here, with six matches daily at the USO beach courts.

Division special services officer, First Lieutenant Charles T.
McGeehan, announced that the tournament will continue through late
July, with the winning team scheduled to represent the division in
the Military Region | (MR 1) championships, to be hosted here
during the las t week of the month.

Games are played daily at the two courts beginning at 4,5 and 6
p.m. A clinic for team coaches and officials was conducted June
26, at which time drawings were also made to determine positions
for the beginning of the tournament.

Play is being conducted according to the current U.S.
Volleyball Association rules.

According to McGeehan, information from XXIV Corps indicates
that the MR | tournament will be a double elimination event.

presently

Entries are expected from the 101st Airborne Division, Da Nang,

and the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) area, in addition to the Americal
representative.

McGeehan, who succeeded CONUS - bound First Lieutenant Samuel E.

Torgert, also expressed hopes for a division slow pitch softball

tournament in the near future, and mentioned the possibility of a

cross country meet if enough interest is generated in such an
event.

In other social services related activities recently, Colonel
William R. Richardson, division chief of staff, presented team and
individual trophies to the top four teams in the recent softball
tournament, won by Headquarters Company, 198th Infantry Brigade.

Runner up was Company A, 523rd Signal Battalion ; 635th Military
Intelligence Company was third, and Company B, 523d Signal
Battalion ,fi nished fourth.

Photo Caption: Members of the 198th Inf. Bde. softball champions
stand at ease during a special softball awards ceremony. Colonel

Wiliam R. Richardson chief of staff for the 23d Infantry

Division, presented team members with their first p lace awards.

(U.S. Army Photo by Sp/4 Ron Cryderman)
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MARS- men hook you with the 'world'

By MSG Bill Pickett

Photo Captions -

TOP: A patch completed, Sp/4 Carlos Chavis (Columbia, S.C.)
of the 523rd Signal Battalion, talks to his family at home,
from one of the two phone booths at the Chu Lai MARS

station.
1) TOP: A patch completed, Sp/4 Carlos Chavis (Columbia, S.C.) of the  523rd
Signal Battalion , talks to his family at home, from one of the two phone booths

at the Chu Lai MARS station.




BOTTOM LEFT: MARS station NCOIC at Chu Lai, Sergeant P
First Class Philip W. Rogers (St. Petersburg, Fla.), indicates the
QSL (acknowledgement) card from the MARS station at Ft.

Lewis. Most of the hookups to CONUS are made through Ft.
Lewis.
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2) BOTTOM LEFT: MARS station NCOIC at Chu Lai, Sergeant First Class Philip W.

Rogers (St. Petersburg, Fla.), indicates the QSL ( acknowledgement) card from
the MARS station at Ft. Lewis. Most of the hookups to CONUS are made through

Ft. Lewis.




BOTTOM RIGHT: Monitoring a call to the states over the 23d
Infantry Divisions, MARS facilities is Sergeant Larry M. Jarrell
(Tampa, Fla.). (U.S. Army Photos by Sp/4 Ron Cryderman)
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3) BOTTOM RIGHT: Monitoring a call to the states over the 23d Infantry
Divisions, MARS facilities is Sergeant Larry M. Jarrell (Tampa,
Army Photos by Sp/4 Ron Cryderman)

(continued)
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CHU LAl (23d Inf. Div. 10) - The men from MARS in the 23d Infantry Division
(Americal) don't come from outer space, although they depend on the air space
to ac complish their jobs.
These MARS- men look like any other soldier, but next to the mail clerk,
these soldiers provide perhaps one of the biggest boosters in the division.
They can hook you up with a phone patch from the bush to your home, whether
your ho me is in Okinawa, CONUS, or Germany.

The 23d Inf. Div. MARS station led all RVN MARS stations again in June.
The local outlet logged 1946 patches between June 1 and 30, most o f them
through Ft. Lewis and other west coast stations.

Within the Americal Division, three MARS ( Military Affiliate Radio System )
stations operate around the clock. Although their primary mission is to
provide emergency communications for military circuits, when these are running
smoothly, they carry out the secondary mission - that of passing your personal
calls to CONUS or other authorized area.
The local net control statio n for the division is located at Da Nang and

primarily serves members of the 196th Infantry Brigade, and supporting units.
A second is operated by the 11th Infantry Brigade while a third is located in

Chu Lai with division headquarters and local support u nits. Its call sign is
ABSAAD.

Under the supervision of Headquarters Detachment, 523d Signal Battalion , the
Chu Lai station operates like any of the others; usually an NCO -in - charge and
half a dozen operators.

Sergeant First Class Philip W. Rogers (St . Petersburg, Fla.), is presently

training replacements, so his crew numbers nine at the time. "We work in two
shifts,” he noted, "half of the men from 6:30 p.m. the rest on the other 12 -
hour shift."

He noted that three of his men have previous MARS ex perience, and some carry
a radio operator MOS. "There is no specific MOS for a MARS operator," Rogers
said. "We look for replacements whenever we can get them, preferably with some
radio experience. We get excellent cooperation from our personnel sectio n,
everyone up and down the line within the division is concerned and interested
in the MARS program."

"We don't have any big problems with our operation here," he continued. "The

biggest thing is trying our best to raise contact somewhere in CONUS, and being
patient while doing it."

The local station has received QSL cards (cards acknowledging contact) from
several CONUS stations, but Rogers says his crew works on a regular basis with
only four or five.

"Our most regular contact is Ft. Lewis, a mi litary station which also
operates 24 hours a day," says Rogers. "There is also a couple who operate an
amateur station in California who work with us quite often."

The ability to make contact depends on atmospheric conditions, the NCOIC
pointed out. "The atmosphere is ionized by the sun," he explained, "and it
takes a certain amount of it to reflect signals. Although this is somewhat
predictable, there are changes. Propagation reports furnished by the Air Force
give us some help."

(continued)




(c ontinued)

Once co ntact is made with CONUS, that operator "Patches" his set to a
telephone hook - up to the number you are calling. Since only one party can
transmit at a time, the operators on each side of the ocean monitor the calls
and are guided by t he use of the word "over" by the talkers.

Lately, he laments, late afternoon and early evening have seemed to be poor
times to make contact. Although unable to predict an exact time, Rogers noted

that from 6 to noon and 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. have been the best times for making
patches recently.
"It's best to go to the M ARS station in person,” he advises. "Personnel
standing by at the station have priority over those calling in with a request.
"Priorities are guided by regulations and take the following p recedence:

wounded in action and in the hospital; other hospital patients; Red Cross
emergency and then personnel at the station placing calls before those calling
from.

At Chu Lai, the hours from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Wednesday are for hospital
patientc  alls only.

"We average about 1800 calls a month, "Rogers noted. "Of 40 stations in RVN,
we have logged more calls than any other during four of the past 12 months and
were second three other months. Recently, in on Saturday span when we had
excellentc  ontact, we set a station high of 846 patches."

The division MARS station is one of only six authorized to patch from RVN to
Germany, Korea, Okinawa and Japan. Hours to Germany are 7 to 9 p.m. local
(noon to 2 p.m. in Germany), and must be made to milit ary phone numbers. Calls
to all of these countries must be conducted in English.

There are some restrictions in all conversations, Rogers said. The caller
may give his compete mailing address over the patch, but not his geographic
location. He may no t discuss items of security, military information
pertaining to unit strength, operations or identification, or location and
movement of units, supplies and personnel. Casualty information relating to
injuries or deaths from enemy action is also included in the restrictions.

"We get a lot of satisfaction out of helping a guy call Home," says Rogers.
Another thing that indicates the worth of the MARS program is the number of
calls placed on emergency basis by the Red Cross. "it feels good to be part of
the chain which helps a man get back with his family in a time of need," Rogers
noted. A lot of families would probably QSL that statement.
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Commander of the week
Whitman heads 523d Sig
By SP4 Mike Cassidy

CHU LAI, (23d Inf. Div. 10) --  Captain Donald E. Whitman, (Mill
Hill, Pa.) gives an impression of being an easy going man, but at
the same time, as his record shows, a very vigorous person.

Whitman commands Company A, 523d Signa | Battalion , Which
provides communication for Headquarters, 23d Infantry Division
(Americal). He is also the divisions Commander of the Week.

He is very proud of his men and the work they do. When asked
for his ideal of leadership, he said, "Good lead ership is having
people do what you want with the minimum of supervision."”

In August 1966, Whitman enlisted in the Army. He trained as an
MP at Ft. Gordon, Ga., and eventually attained the rank of
Specialist Fifth Class. Not content with being an enli sted man,
he applied and was accepted for the Signal Officer Candidate
School at Ft. Gordon in 1967.

His first overseas tour took him to Vietnam in 1968. He was
assigned to the Communication Center Company, 44th Signal
Battalion, where he was a platoon leader. Later he became the
company commander of the battalion's Headquarters Company.

Shortly after his return to the United States he was promoted
to captain. He had another overseas tour as commander of Company
C, 440th Signal Battalion in Germany

Concerning his military career, Whitman belleves "If people
build themselves a career while they are in the Army instead of
just taking what is dished out to them, they could be a lot
happier while they are in."

Like all servicemen, the captain is anxious to return home
especially to his bride of last September, Joanne.
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Centerfold section
Story and Photos by SP4 Mike Cassidy

A surprise comes true for orphanage,
a d ream comes true for Major Ross

Photo Captions:

TOP: An “impossible dream” j = i i i i
Catholic Orphanage, o Comes true as Major Kenneth L. Ross, S-3 523d Signal Bn., gives a stuffed toy to a child at the Quang Ngai

TOP: An "impossible dream" comes true as Major Kenneth L. Ross, S

3 523d Signal Bn ., gives a stuffed toy to a child at the Quang
Ngai Catholic Orphanage.




BOTTOM: SPS Russell C. Hauri (right), HHC, 523d Signal Bn. and SP4 William R. Klaus, Company B, 523d Signal Bn., affix chains for a

swing while a friend checks the sturdi;less of the structure. The swings were a gift to the orphanage from Major William M. Alexander,

executive officer of the 523d Signal Bn.

BOTTOM: SP5 Russell C. Hauri (right), HHC, 523d Si gnal Bn . and SP4
William R. Klaus, Company B, 523d Signal Bn ., affix chains for a

swing while a friend checks the sturdiness of the structure, the

swings were a gift to the orphanage from Major William M.

Alexander, executive officer of the 523rd Signal Bn

(continued)
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By SP4 Mike Cassidy

CHU LAlI, (23d Inf. Div. 10) -- It was a surprise for the
children of Quang Ngai Catholic Orphanage and an impossible dream
come true for Major Kenneth L. Ross (Colorado Springs, Colo.), the
S-3 of Company B, 523d Signal Battalion , and for the members of
the Knights of Columbus Council No. 4815 in Old Bridge, N.J.

Ross and the men of Company B presented the orphanage with 18
cartons of inflatable toys, games, building sets, dolls and
stuffed animals . The orphanage is a regular project for the
officers and men.

In the first part of November last year, the major wrote a
letter to Council No. 4815 asking if they would contribute
Christmas toys for the children of Captain Rod Memorial Orphanage
in Du c Pho. Ross, a former member of the council, describes it as
"the best council on the East Coast."

He had a three year assignment as ROTC instructor at Rutgers
University in New Brunswick, N.J., until he was transferred to
Vietham. At the of the lett er, he was signal officer for the
11th Brigade's Jungle Warriors". The council replied that the
toys were on their way by air freight.

Later that month Ross received a MARS call from Ft. Juanchuca,
Ariz., asking which orphanage the toys were to be give n to.
Everything seemed to be on schedule. Knowing the orphanage and
the Knights were depending on him, the major called the air
freight office in Da Nang every day asking if the shipment had
arrived.

As time grew short he discussed his problem with R ev. James
Shiel, 11th Brigade chaplain. Father Shiel simply said to "have
faith." Christmas was arriving in a few days, but the toys had
not. To Ross' surprise, the chaplain donated a shipment of toys

which was distributed on time to the orphans, comple te with Santa
Claus.
The problem of the first shipment was still unsolved. An
inquiry through the Red Cross in mid - January discovered that the
toy shipment was pending clearance from the Civil Aeronautics
Board. A letter from Vince Aboussimen, Grand K night of the

council, said that they were trying everything to have the toys
delivered, but it would be at least Easter before they arrived.

To further complicate matters, the 11th Bde headquarters were
moved to Dong Ha near the DMZ to coordinate Operat ion LAMSON 719.
"I had almost given up when the 11th Brigade moved north, because
| didn't expect to return to Duc Pho," said Ross. Fortunately the
toys were not lost because the shipment was addressed directly to
him.

(Continued)




(Continu ed)

March brought a six month rotation to the 523d Signal Battalion
in Chu Lai. Another inquiry through the Red Cross reported that
the toys were on their way to Saigon. The toys finally arrived in
Vietham. They would go by sea to Da Nang and then b y truck to Chu
Lai.
Ross would finally receive the toys but they would not be going
to the intended orphanage. While home on leave in April, Ross
called Abousslemen and explained the predicament of not being in
Duc Pho.
The major watched nervously a s a dream that took eight months
to realize, came true. At 8 a.m. the convoy of 60 men and seven
vehicles prepared to leave for the orphanage. Though itis only a
30 mile trip, it took over an hour. On the way, the convoy
traveled over the level norther n reaches of the rice bowl, which
is fringed by hills and mountains so steep as to appear out of a
drawing.
A procession of trucks and jeeps allowed for less powerful
forms of transportation: cows, water buffalo, three - wheeled busses
and bicycles.
The streets of the hamlets and villages, crowded with motor
bikes, pedestrians and animals, stopped the convoy long enough for
the GI's to exchange waves with the villagers.
As the first vehicle rolled onto the orphanage grounds, the
cheers of the childre n started. The toys were gradually given
out. Small stuffed animals went to the tots in the nursery, and
the inflatable toys and dolls to the older children.
There were many red - faced Gl's, after they blew up a two - foot,
clown - faced balloon. The smil es on the faces of the children as
they played with their new toys showed the major that eight months
of effort had been a success.
As a Spanish major at Washington and Jefferson College,
Washington, Pa., Ross wrote an honors thesis on Don Quixote.
Speaking of the day at the orphanage, he commented, "You might say
this was my impossible dream come true.”
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Americal he adquarters ETS's

By MSG Bill Pickett

CHU LAl (Special) - "Four year ago the Americal Division was
born in battle ... in one of the most violently contested areas of
Vietham. Today we look back with satisfaction at the complete
ac complishment of our mission."”

With these words Major General Frederick J. Kroesen, 23d
Infantry Division (Americal) commander, set the stage for the
standdown of the division headquarters, the last in the division
to case its colors.

The division awards ceremony Nov. 11 at Chu Lai climaxed four
years of battle for the Americal Division, at one time the largest
division in the Army, with the largest Tactical Area of Interest
in Vietnam. More than 100,000 men served with the division in the
southern  portion of Military Region | during that time, helping to
drive the enemy out of the populated coastal plain and mountain
settlements and training Regional Popular Forces.

"Those who have served honorably with this division have earned
a self -satisfact ion and pride that comes from serving with the
best, and attaining the most difficult goals," the general noted.

He did not sidestep the fact that members of the division share
collectively an unfortunate reputation,”... caused by the few in
our numbers  who make mistakes, some tragic, some careless, some
notorious."

"But," he added, "we do share also the credit for an unexcelled
record and uncounted thousands of acts of valor, acts of
compassion and a significant contribution to the attainment of the
objectives of the United States in this war."

Participating in the ceremony were infantrymen from the three
brigades of the division: the 11th, 196th and 198th; artillerymen
representing the Americal Division Artillery; aviation personnel
of the 16th Co mbat Aviation Group; and men of many skills from the

Division Support Command. Also represented was the 1st Squadron,
1st Cavalry ; 26th Engineer Battalion and the 523d Signal
Battalion.

General Creighton W. Abrams, CG, U.S. Military Assistance
Command, Vietnam, was the reviewing officer. Sharing the
reviewing stand with General Abrams and General Kroesen were
Lieutenant General Hoang Xuan Lam, CG | Corps and Military Region
I; Lieutenant General William J. McCaffery, deputy CG, U.S. Army,
Vietnam; Lieu  tenant General Welborn G. Dolvin, CG, XXIV Corps; and
Major General Nguyen Van Toan, CG 2d ARVN Infantry Division.

Brigadier General Bertram K. Gorwitz, assistant division
commander, was Commander of Troops. (continued)




(contin  ued)
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Americal headquarters ETS's

During the ceremony Americal soldiers were presented U.S. and
Viethamese decorations. They were representative of the many
members of the division who have been cited for gallantry during
their tours with the Americal.
Since the unit was activated in 19 67, nine Americal soldiers
have earned the Medal of Honor, and the Division was decorated
with its second Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Palm.
Capping the colorful ceremony witnessed by several hundred
spectators, General Kroesen, assisted by Genera | Toan, unveiled a
monument dedicated to soldiers of the Americal Division "...who
joined forces with soldiers of the 2d ARVN Infantry Division to
battle a common enemy during the years 1967 to 1971."
A part of the inscription on the bronze plague mount ed on the
cement monument read: "This monument stands as a memorial to the
sacrifices made by members of the Americal Division during this
struggle, and it endures as a symbol of hope for the ultimate
achievement of self - determination for all the people of Vietham."
With the dedication of the memorial the standdown ceremony for
the Americal Division was ended.




.- STANDDOWN PRESS CONFERENCE--Some 25 newsmen
interview Major General Frederick J. Kroesen, CG 23d Infantry
Division (Americal), following standown ceremonies for
Headquarters of the Americal Nov. 11. (U.S. ARMY PHOTO)

Photo Caption - STANDDOWN PRESS CONFERENCEome 25 newsmen
interview Major General Frederick J. Kroesen, CG 23d Infantry

Division (Americal), following standdown ceremonies for
Headquarters of the Americal Nov. 11. (U.S. ARMY PHOTO)
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Crime
Doesn't Pay
Case 2
On Nov. 9 Private Xanthames Sledge, 523rd Signal Battalion , was
tried and convicted by Court - Martial for assault with a deadly

weapon and carrying a concealed weapon.

He was sentenced by the court to be reduced to the lowest
enlisted rank, confined at hard labor for the period of three
months and forfeit $100 per month fo r three months.




This is from the 198th LIB Newsletter:

VOL. 1, NO. 4 / LZBAYONET, VIETNAM / 1 June 1969

the lens is my world by pfc a. r. noel jr
Hereds a note f or e haoh bugsobtsetl98th Brigade. The crafts
section of Special Services is sponsoring their 13th Inter - Service Photography
Contest, open to all U.S. Army personnel assigned or attached to the Americal
Division.

All photos entered must be borderless and a minimum of 70 square inches in
size. The work, including processing and printing, must be that of the
entrant.

Pictures taken since Dec. 1, 1967 are eligible for entry and will be judged
in the following categories: People; Babies and children; Anim als and Pets;
Action; Scenic; Military Life; Still Life; Experimental. Any number of prints
may be submitted up to July 15, 1969, which is the closi ng date for entries.

Since no official U.S. Army photos are eligible, this leaves competition on
a level for the enthusiastic amateur. Awards will be made to the top three
winners of the overall contest. Honorable mention awards will be made to the
best entry in each category. The top two winning entries will be submitted to
USARYV for command level compet ition.

Unfortunately, the Special Services Photo Craft Center located at the 1st

Battalion, 14th Artillery at LZ Bayonet is not presently in operation.
Therefore, eager participants can do their processing at the photo craft

centers located at Artillery Hill, near Bayonet, of 523rd Signal Battalion
right across from the entrance to the Americal division Headquarters at Chu
Lai.

Additional information and entry blanks can be obtained from the Photo Craft
Center at the 1st Battalion, 14th Artillery Head guarters Battery area.
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An i mportant group of W@APolar Bear so-lookedinare fr
the course of the daily operations of the battalion are the men of the
communicat ionsPlatoon - iCommosd Ranger so.
Under the command of CPT Ronald Lockwood, the platoon is charged with
a number of responsibilities which vary from providing communications
for the entire battalion to pulling bunker security each night on LZ
West.
fi @r primary objective is to provide a complete system of
communications for the battalion from the brigade level right on down to

the lowest sub - level which is the PFC who is an RTO with the line
company in the fieldo, stated CPT Lockwood.
It is very impo rtant to any combat unit that the field radios be

maintained in proper working condition at all times. When a problem

arises concerning a radio in the field, that radio is air lifted to the

commo shop at LZ West. There, able radio mechanics like Sgt Geor ge

Carrey and SP5 Dennis Traxler diagnose the trouble and correct it. If

there is a major malfunction or a part is unavailable, the equipment is

sent to the Commo shop at LZ Baldy where Sgt. Lenny Edwards is NCOIC.

Extensive technical facilities at Baldy enable the Commo platoon to

handl e problems that candt be corrected at LZ We
Telephone service is another important contribution of the Commao

platoon. It is possible to call all over Vietnam from LZ West. Complete

telephone connection[s] are provid ed to the different areas of LZ West

as well as to LZ Baldy and Chu Lai. AHot | inesgd

communications to the 4/31 rear area at LZ Baldy and to the Headquarters

o fthe 196th Inf. Bde.
The VHF section which is a part of the 523rd Sign al Bn . is attached

to 4/31 and plays in important role in the battalions communications.

On LZ West VHF is headed by Sgt. Ron Bartley. VHF provides much of the

electric power used on LZ West. In addition, VHF transmits and receives

all telephone message s to and from LZ West. Important to the morale of

the fAPol ar Bearso are the MARS calls to the U.S.

through VHF equipment with the line companies receiving top priority.

The Commo platoon provides a number of RZOb6s for

Mike Wilson, Sp4 Earl Eickelberger, SP4 Terald Graves and Sp4 Mike Snook

work inthe S - 3 section. Sp4 John Slink and PFC Billy Kingrey handles

the radios for S - 2. PFC Richard Stensvad works in S -4 as an RTO.
AEvery man in Commo must rrbraoredhar ogejobwellgoer f o
that in an emergency situation, gaps in our staf

explained CPT Lockwood. Examples of this versatility can be see in such
men as SP4 Denny Bichert who can perform as a switchboard operators and
awireman. S  P5 Vanordt doubles as a generator operator and a radio

repairman.
Versatility of the 24 hour vigilance helps help the battalion
functioning smoothly. The next time you call in a re - supply list you

can thank ACommo6s Rangerso thatouwur message g€

€q

st

ts
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1/82nd Artillery BATTALION BRIEFS
1/82D JOINS VOLLEYBAL LEAGUE

The 1st Bn., 82d Artillery will join seven other units to help open the
Chu Lai Volleyball League this Sunday.

In opening round action, the 1/82d takes to the road to play Division
Artillery in the first of 14 matches scheduled for Sundays between Aug. 24
and Nov. 23.

Also entering teams in the league are Americal Headquarters Co., 14th

Aviation Bn., NSAD - Oficers, NSAD - Enlisted men, 723rd Maintenance Bn. and
the 523rd Signal Bn.

The schedule is divided into two seven - game halves with each unit meeting
every other team in the circuit on a home - and - home basis during the season.

The first half is schedu led to end Oct. 5 with second half play beginning
the following week.

The remainder of the 1/8206s first hal f schedul e in

Americal HHC; Sept. 7, 723rd Maintenance Bn.; Sept. 14, at 14th Aviation Bn.;

Sept. 21, at 523rd signal Bn .; Sept. 2 8, NSAD - EM; Oct. 5, NSAD - Officers.

Volume 2 Number 34 Chu Lai Vietham September 22, 1969 Page 2
1/82nd ARTILLERY BATTALION BRIEFS
VOLLEYBALLERS PROTECT PERFECT MARK
The 1/82d Artillery survived two of its most serious challenges of the
season last week to run its Chu Lai Volleyball League record to 8 - 0.

The Artillerymen began their week with a hard - fought 15 -6, 15 - 13 victory

over Americal Division Headquarters Co. last Sunday then followed that with a
15- 6, 15 -9 win over the 14th Aviatio n Bn.

The 1/82d found itself behind for the first time this season in the second
game of its match with Americal Headquarters.

Behind 11 -9, the Artillerymen rallied for four straight points to take a
14- 13 advantage and were never headed.

Lastni ght the 1/82d visited MAG 13 ACO in
next weekéTll Pan

The Artillerymen have two more games scheduled during the first half of the

season. Both are home tests against NSAD - EM (Sept. 28) and the 523rd
Bn., (Oct. 1).

Volume 2 Number 36 Chu Lai Vietham October 6, 1969 Page 4
RAIN DELAYS 1/82D NET STREAK

It took a week of rain to stop the 1/82d Volleyball team, something none of the

other teams in the Chu Lai Volleyball League have been able to do this season.
Last weekds monsoon cooled the Artill erymen
result of the rain and two forfeit victories.
The latest of these forfeits came when the NSAD - Enlisted Men dropped out of the
league, giving the 1/82d ¢ lear sailing through its scheduled match last Sunday.
The win locked up the title for the artillerymen who have only to beat the
Signal Battalion for a perfect first half record. The Signalmen are two games down in
the loss column.
The square  off between the 1/82d and the 523rd was originally set for last

Wednesday night but rain postponed that match and the two teams are still waiting for
clear weather and a dry court to complete the schedule.

a g
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This item was found in the Amearnerhc al Di visio
Operations Report and Lessons Learned for the quarter ending

April 30, 1970.
AVDF HL 10 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report -- Lessons Learned, Americal Division, Period

Ending 30 April 1 970, (RCS - CSFORS65) (R2) (U)

a. Observation : Forward Observers attached to Armored Cavalry troops
are equipped with PBC 25/77 radios. The troop commander uses a VRC 12
series radio, with considerably more range than the OF's radio.

b. Evaluatio n: Armored Cavalry troops often work at a considerable
distance from fire support bases. The troop commander's VRC 12 series radio
is able to maintain contact with these distant bases; however, the forward
observer may be out of radio range since he is e quipped with a less powerful
radio. This has resulted in the OF having to use the troop commander's
radio to make a call for fire.

C. Recommendation : That Armored Cavalry troop command tracks be
equipped with an additional VRC 46 radio for use by the OF. The OF should
also keep his PRC 25/77 for use away from the command track.

H. Material. None.

l. Other.
1. (V) SUBJECT Combat Photographs
a. Observation : The number of new photographic releases made by the
Division Information Office dropped significantly in February and March.
b. Evaluation : The 523rd Signal Battalion now makes all their shots
taken in the field available to the Division Information Office for general
release. It was found that many of the photographers of the 5 23rd Signal

and Division Information Office were spending a great deal of time shooting
pictures in the Chu Lai area. These were pictures such as award
presentations and promotions. None of these shots have any value as
Department of the Army record nega tives or for general newsworthy release.
Consequently, the photographic assets of the Division Information Office and
523rd Signal are now being used mainly for combat and combat - related
assignments. The information officers of the major subordinate comm ands are
now required to send to rolls of unprocessed combat or combat - related film
to the Division Information Office weekly.

C. Recommendation : Photographic assets should be used primarily for
combat or combat - related photographs.

>
o






The AmericalD i vi si on Vet erano6s As s oedithe 60 nomhs of ArmesidalDivision
S2/S3 Daily Tactical Operations Center reports from the National Archives in a five year effort.

An additional five years was spent transcribing the documents so they are computer search abl e.

These documents are currently being shared with many veterans. Copies reside online at the
AmericalFoundation.ORG web - site and also at the Americal Division portal at the online Vietnam

Archives maintained by Texas Tech. University. Inthe  spirit of making it easy to find entries

related to the 523rd Signal Battalion. | did a computer search of the 50 months of Americal

Division S2/S3 Reports. The following is the entries that | felt were related to the service of

the 523rd Signal Battali on in Vietnam. This took about a dayoés
hard for someone else to do.

DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG Page No. No. of Pages
1 7
CONFIDENTIAL Period Covered
From To
Organization or Installation Location Hour Date Hour Date
Americal Division TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 6 Feb68 2400 6 Feb 68
Item | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.
18 0300 CLDC, Sub Sector lll, Report on Cas & Damage: Americal i 12 WHA; A Co 523d i 1 WHA, 1 NBW. 4 Bldg 23d Admin
Dest, 1 Bldg 523d Signal dest. 2 Bldg in BOQ area damaged, Consolidated Americal Mess damaged. 1 Bldg 523d
Signal Damaged.
Americal Division TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 12 Mar 68 2400 12 Mar 68
ltem | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.
2. 0145 MP Desk Sgt, reference the small arms fire in local area, it was an M14 rifle i 12 to 14 rounds were fired in A Co area of
the 523 Signal Bn. The weapon was fired near the Comm center, MP patrol found the empty cartridges.
Americal Division TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 23 May68 2400 23 May 68
Item | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.
86 1345 CLDC 523d signal will test their siren at 1400H.
Americal Division TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 23 Aug68 2400 23 Aug 68
ltem | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.
33 0545 11th, Romeo Relay, 523rd Signal, vic Hy Thon, report accident with UHF generators. Both generators out, but
personnel OK. 0550H, reported to 523rd, Sig Ciscom.

effort




Organization or Installation Location Hour Date Hour Date

Americal Division TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 24 Jan69 2400 24 Jan 69
ltem | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

88 2045 DTOC, C/S, Commanderds Conference scheduled for 251083
following: 11th Bde, LT Clark 2105H. TF Cooksey, CPT Dimsdale 2100H. 196th Bde, LT Nickerson 2055H. 1/1 Cav,

SP Eubanks 2107H. 16th Cbt Avn, MAJ Carman 2114H. Div Arty, SGT Titus 2108H. Discom, MAJ Caufman 2109H.
26th Engr, LT Meek 2112H. 523 Sig, LT Myers 2135H.
Americal Division TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 30Jan69 2400 30 Jan 69
ltem | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

84 1919 CLDC, resume of activity at CLDC. 300845H, Tower 72 reported 2 explosions in MAG-13 bomb dump, confirmed
friendly action. 300845H, Tower 72 recb6bd sni pe-47, shiper e
was confirmed by muzzle flash, sweep was conducted, neg findings. 300943H, Tower 72 rec6d sni f
possible casualty. 1/6 Inf was called to conduct sweep, neg findings, detained 1 indiv with shotgun. 301555H, 523d
Signal found small ammo cache inside CLDC perimeter, dest in place.

Americal Division TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 23 Mar 69 2400 23 Mar 69

Item | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

52 1815 11th Bde, SSG Otto, LZ Bronco at 1 #é&05R8dSignalc6d 2x140mm

Americal Division TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 12May69 2400 12 May 69

Iltem | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

86 0500 (U) CLDC, LT Krasovetz at 0310H. Rec 5x122mm kt, went to condition Yellow, 2ximpacted vic An Hai Hamlet
(BT520117). Res: 4xVN civ WIA not evac. 1xrd impacted E of tower #31, 1xrd impacted vic Bunker #220, 1xrd vic
523d Signal, neg US cas minor dam. Condition Gray at 0330H.

Americal Division TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 01 Jun 69 2400 01 Jun 69
ltem | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

58 2045 (U) 11th Inf Bde, SFC Winkler, BS812383 at 2020H,LZBronco recdd 4 rds of 140mm r k
(E). 1 KIA and 2 WIA (E) fm 40th Sig Bn (Info only). 1 KIA fm HHC 11th Bde, 1 KIA fm 523d Signal Bn. At 1900Hm
recod6d 4x140mm rkts w/ NCD. At 2 00 0 H3LTC l:awrénde, XLT @& Nelsom, llIr k
MAF CPL Stanton, USARV MAJ Wilkerson.




Organization or Installation Location Hour Date Hour Date

AMERICAL DIVISION TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 20Dec69 2400 20 Dec69
ltem | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.
42 1430 26" Engr, Sgt Vargas, D/26 Engr, BT430070 at 0645H. 1xVN female was caught in a 2 % ton truck leaving Fat City

through the Main Gate. She was questioned and stated that she spent the night in bunkers 9 & 13. She makes $250 to
$300 a night. She had three other girls with her. She was heldby3-16 Arty to be turned ove
Chu Lai under MP custody. The 2 % ton truck was fr 523d Signal Bn driven by 2xEM fr the 3-16 Arty. Commanders fr
D & E CoOBEmdr taree 2ib6nvestigating to find out whodés veh
away.




Organization or Installation Location Hour Date Hour Date

AMERICAL DIVISION TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 O5Feb70 2400 05Feb70
ltem | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.
53 1700 AMCAL Div, MAJ Boozer, G-3 Ops Acknowledgement of msg #040825 concerning cease fire. Ntfy: DISCOM, MAJ
Schott; G-1, LT Jones; 1-1 Cav, CPT Weathers; 196" Bde, CPT Russell; G Co Ranger, CPT Augaulis; 198" Bde, CPT
Lange; Div Arty, CPT Sullivan; 11" Bde, CPT Phillips; 16" CAG, CPT Duval; 26" Engr, LT Garriety; 23d MP Co, CPT
Swanson; 523d Sig, CPT Shows; 328" RR Co, CPT Fleming.
Americal Division TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 26May70 2400 26 May70
ltem | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.
165 | 1830 AMCAL, MAJ McGee, G-2 Ops. Primary password was compromised; going to alternate. Ntfy: 196" Bde, Sp Fahnstock;
198" Bde, LT Horsch; 11" Bde, Sp Lichtey; CLDC, Sgt Philburn; MAG 13, Sgt Tinsely; 523d Signal, Sp Schneider; 26"
Engr, Sgt Johnson; 39" Engr, Sp Swearinger; 23d MP, Sgt Smith.
Americal Division TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 30Jun70 2400 30Jun 70
Iltem | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.
57 1800 CLDC, Sp Boylow at 1800H. Fd nest of cobras (snakes) at C/523d. Will use SAF to get rid of them.
Americal Division TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 2 Aug70 2400 2 Aug 70
Item | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.
5 0125 CLDC, Sp Picoh, Sub-sector #3, BT525094 at 0050H. Explo went off, checked area & fd crater fr frag grenade on
baseball fieldin A/523Sigar ea. MP&s checking 't ofrk/geaand tly tottakediygergrigtsn f i 1
Americal Division TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 7 Aug70 2400 7 Aug 70
Iltem | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.
6 0358 CLDC, Sgt Pike. Alert condition is CLDC code #5. Eff 0645H.
7 0630 198" Bde, Sp Bonsack, C/3-16, Fat City, BT435079 at 0350H. Rec approx 50xrds of mixed 82mm, 60mm mort, RPG &
SAF w/sapper attack from UNSEF. Res: 1x5 ton truck hv damage, 1xbunker light dam, 1xUS fr 523d Signal WIA(E),
2XUS fr C/3-16 WIA(M), 1xVC sapper KIA, 4xsatchel charges & 10xChicom H/gren CIA. Ntfy: XXIV Corps, MAJ Hof.




Organization or Installation Location Hour Date Hour Date
Americal Division TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 17 Oct 70 2400 17 Oct 70

Item

Time

Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

49

1950

AMCAL DTOC, SSG Counts, G-3 Ops, sent the following msg: Subj: Msg fr CG AMCAL to all units. Ref; Herbicide Agent
Orange. Contents of this msg will be passed to your comdr immediately. (1) Immediate measures will be taken to
centrally locate & secure all Agent Orange. Agent Orange will not (RPT) will not be issued or dispensed under any
circumstances. Disposition instructions will follow. (2) Para 41, AMCAL Reg 525-18, is now recinded. (3) Rpt quantities on
hand and actions taken in accordance with para (1) above, (to include compliance w/disposition instructions) not later
than 181700H Oct 70. TWX will follow. Ntfy: 11t Bde, Sp Lichtey; 196" Bde, PFC Del Rio; 198" Bde, LT Bright; 1-1 Cav,
Sp Larkin; 26" Engr, PFC Klein; 523d Signal; Sgt Ford.

Americal Division TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 190ct70 2400 190ct 70

Item

Time

Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

87

1930

AMCAL, SSG Counts, DTOC G-3, Ntfy following of msg, Subj: Travel on QL-1: DTG: 191110Z. 57" Trans, Sp White
1950H; 566™ Med, Sp Neal, 1858H; 27" Surg, LT Bryant, 1855H; 915 Evac, COL Gibson, 1853H; 62d Signal, SFC
Montgomery, 1852H; 39™ Engr, SSG Willis, 1850H; 11" Bde, Sgt Annas, 1900H; 196" Bde, LT Cobb, 1902H; 198™ Bde,
CPT Hicks, 1903H; Div Arty, CPT Witzeling, 1915H; DISCOM, Sgt Sipe, 1919H; 16" CAG, CPT Cantrell, 1945H; 1-1
Cav, Sp Larkin, 1945H; 26™ Engr, Sgt Shaw, 1928H; 523d Signal, LT Peterson, 1930H; 723d Maintenance, Sp Brown,
2000H; 23d S&T, Sgt Jackson, 2005H; 23d Med, Sgt Stubblefield, 2010H. No answer: 328" Radio Research; 20" TASS.




Americal Division TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 24 0Oct70 2400 24 0Oct 70

Item

Time

Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

1

0001

Journal opened.

2

2040

AMCAL, CPT Vann, G-2 Ops, notification of Condition Ill weather warning. Ntfy: 196" Bde, PFC Del Rio, 232055H; 198"
Bde, MAJ Sutton, 232100H; 11 Bde, Sgt Annas, 232050H; DISCOM, Sgt Sipe, 232100H; Div Arty, CPT Witzeling,
232105H; 1-1 Cav, Sgt Highfill, 232055H; 523d Signal, SSG Cisarousky, 232113H; 23d MP, Sp Damico, 232105H;
635™M MI, Sp Lichtenberger, 232110H; SA Quang Tin (P), LT Keda, 232125H; SA Quang Ngai (P) LT Burkes, 232120H;
328 RR Co, Sp Derickson, 232123H; 39" Engr, Sgt Smith, 232120H; 16" CAG, LT Abbott, 232040H; SSO, Sp Carter,
232140H; CLDC, LT Stigge, 232315H. Ntfy: C/S, COL Clark; G-3, LTC Wereszynski; G-2, LTC Holmes.

0730

AMCAL, MAJ Lally, G-2 Ops, at 0800H condition Il. Expect 50K winds in next 24 hrs. Ntfy: G-1, Sgt Moultrie, 0730H; G-
3, Sgt Verwey, 0730H; C/S, Sp Smith, 0735H; CLDC, Sp Frost, 0736H; FSE, CPT Corruthers, 0736H; G-5, Sgt Howe,
0745H; 196th Bde, Sp Jones, 0745H; 198th Bde, LT Garwood, 0745H; 11th Bde, Sgt Zimmer, 0745H; 1-1 Cav, Sp
Richey, 0745H; 26th Engr, PFC Hunger, 0750H; 39th Engr, SFC Quarles, 0750H; 16th CAG, CPT Cantrell, 0830H; 523d
Sig, Sgt Sheehaw, 0830H.

67

1900

AMCAL, SSG Travis, G-2 Ops, Typhoon Kate currently 120mi E of DaNang mov W at 10K. Expected to reach land at
250600H approx 30mi N of Chu Lai. At 2400H expect increase in wind & rain. At 0300H, winds NW 25K, gusting to 40K.
At 0600H, winds NW at 35K gusting to 55K. Ntfy: 196th Bde, PFC Del Rio, 2130H; 198th Bde, LT Garwood, 2105H; 11th
Bde, Sgt Dyer, 2100H; 1-1 Cav, Sp Albin, 2100H; DIVARTY, CPT Witzeling, 2107H; 26th Engr, PFC Hunger, 2130H;
523d Sig, CPT Carlson, 2130H; 23d MP, Sp Damico, 2120H; 635th MI, Sp Lichtenberger, 2120H; SA Quang Tin (P), LT
Ikeda, 2112H; SA Quang Ngai OP), LT Burkes, 2110H; 1-14th Arty, CPT Witzeling, 2107H; 328th RR Co, Mr Thomas,
2135H; 39th Engr, Sgt Smith, 2145H; 16th CAG, LT Tomlin, 2100H; SSO, Sp Imler, 2150H; CLDC, Sp Overman, 2120H;
DISCOM, Sp Phelps, 2105H.




Organization or Installation Location Hour Date Hour Date
Americal Division TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 29 Oct 70 2400 29 Oct 70

Item

Time

Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

5

0650

AMCAL, CPT Vann, G-2 Ops at 0650H. Fr 290700H-292200H Oct: winds NE at25-3 5 K, 2 0 r ad. Mify: h98' t
Bde, LT Bright, 0655H; 196™ Bde, Sgt Chatman, 0655H; 11" Bde, Sgt Henderson, 0700H; 1-1 Cav, Sgt Highfill, 0655H;
16" CAG, LT Tomlin, 0655H; DISCOM, Sgt Sipe, 0705H; CLDEC, CPT Strubel, 0705H; DIVARTY, CPT Witzeling,
0710H; SSO, LT Blazeak, 0710H; 328" R&R, Sp Atwell, 0715H; 26™ Engr, PFC Hunger, 0700H; 523d Signal, PFC
Spall, 0703H; 23d MP, Sp Wall; 0705H; 635" MI, Sp Lichtenberger, 0707H, 39" Engr, Sp Frank, 0710H.

28

1100

(DELAYED) AMCAY, Sgt Verwey, DTOC, ref Cofs msg AVDF-DS, dated 230700Z Oct: Conference is postponed. Ntfy:
16" CAG, CPT McDonald; 11 Bde, Sgt Zimmer; 198" Bde, Sgt Lark; 196" Bde, PFC O6 Gr ady; DI
Sanders; 26™ Engr, Sgt Shaw; 523d Signal, Sp Newton; DISCOM, Sgt Arsenault.

23D INFANTRY DIV TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 19Nov70 2400 19 Nov70

Item

Time

Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

49

2040

23d INF DIV, SSG Travis. G2 Ops, as of 191900H, Typhoon Patsy is 600m E-SE of CHL, mov W at sp of 13K w/max
winds of 80K. The storm will strike land at approx 211900H, 20m E of Phu Cat (35 mi E of Qui Nhon) w/max winds of
60K in the center of the storm. Ntfy: 196" Bde, PFC Del Rio; 198" Bde, PFC Cruz; 11" Bde, Sgt Taylor; 1-1 Cav, Sp
Nally; HHC/23d Inf, Sp Manley; 26" Engr, Sp Bloxham; 523d Signal, Sgt Webb; 23d MP, Sp Sommer; DIVARTY, Sgt
Madison; 635" MI Co, Sp Mull; LO/Quang Ngai, Sp Hawk; LO Tam Ky, PFC Mathews; AAE, LT Abbott.

23D INFANTRY DIV TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 20Nov70 2400 20 Nov70

Item

Time

Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

45

1540

23d INF DIV, MAJ Swain. G2 Ops (Weather), Typhoon Patsy currently 400 miles E of CHL. Winds at center 80K, mov W
14K. Expected landfall 1600H 21 Nov between English & Qui Nhon. Winds at 60K upon landfall. Duc Pho can expect
gusts to 40K. Cloudy skies by 2400H. Winds at 1200H 21 Nov, CHL, 25-30K; 1600H, 30-35K. Rain starting 0200H-
0600H 21 Nov. Ntfy: CofS, Sp Saltman; G2, Sp Hester; 111" Bde, Sgt Taylor; G3, SGM Meyier; G5, Sgt Howe; 198" Bde,
Sgt Green; 196™ Bde, PfC Foor; 16" CAG, CPT Jones; FSE, SFC Dennis; CLDC, Sgt Johansen; DISCOM, Sgt Arsenal;
ADE, MAJ Parks; 1-1 Cav, Sp Nalley; G4, CPT Stareta; 523d Signal, Sgt Hovatter.

79

2020

23d INF DIV, SSG Travis. G2 Ops, (Weather) Typhoon Patsy will make landfall at 220300H, 20m S of DaNang. Da
Nang area as of 212400H will rec 35K winds, gusts to 50K. CHL will rec 30-35K winds gusting to 45K. Chance of isolated
gusts to 50K. Tomorrow, steady 15-2 0 K wi nd s, max 30K. Fr 211900H 8&8® t2a 119
mountains. Ntfy: 11th Bde, LT Pack; 196th Bde, PFC Del Rio; 198th Bde, PFC Cruz; 1-1 Cav, Sgt Snyder; CofS, MAJ
Garrott; ADE, Sgt Shaw; 635th MI, SFC Thompson; LO Quang Ngai, Sp Young; LO Tam Ky, Sgt Davidson; FSE, Sgt
Madison; 16th CAG, LT Tomlin; G2, Sp McCaollister; G3, MAJ Garrott; C5, Sgt Johnson; 523d Signal, Sgt Campbello;
23d MP, Sp Sommers.




Organization or Installation Location Hour Date Hour Date
23D INFANTRY DIV TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 21Nov 70 2400 21Nov 70

Item

Time

Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

1

0001

Journal opened.

8

0800

23d INF DIV, MAJ Swain. G2 Ops, Tropical Storm Patsy is currently 180 nautical miles E-NE of CHL. Center winds
45K, mov W at 14K. 12 hr prognosis: 211900H, 10-15 nautical miles E-NE of CHL prox 2100H will hit coast N of CHL.
Winds fr 1200-2400H fr N 30-35K, gusts to 45K. At Bronco, 20-25K, gusts to 35K. Rain fr211200Hi 2 2 1 2 0 0-Hqg i
|l owl ands, i n8 dmo uMtt fayi :n sGo f6D, al tiGep 5-856 | wimdlrR.do edadraidn g 8 EngrrCRT
Wiseman; 196™ Bde, Sp Jones; 198" Bde, Sp Dupuy; 111" Bde, Sgt Annas; 1-1 Cav, Sp Williams; G5, Sgt Howe; G3,
SMG Meier; G2, PfC Williams; FSE, SFC Dennis; G4, CPT Starita; DISCOM, Sp Wall; 523d Signal, Sp Winkler; ADE,
PFC Varack; G3, MAJ Johnson; 16" CAG, Sgt Jenkins.

23D INFANTRY DIVISION TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 30Nov70 2400 30 Nov70

Item

Time

Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

5

0130

XXIV Corps, LT Mack. 23d INF DIV, SE Asia weather center has issued a weather warning advisory for MRI indicating
strong winds & hvy rains, accompanying a front 4fH@ov a$o
coast -&xndi 8 omo u n t farecassfr, novatimud012400t Dec w/similar conditions expected for next 48 to 72
hrs. Flood precautions warranted. (2) Subordinate commands should be prepared to activate DRCC as it dictates and be
prepared to render authorized assistance as required. (3) XXIV Corps, DRCC, activated 291700H Nov 70. Ntfy: 196™
Bde, LT Remely; 198" Bde, LT Garwood; 11 Bde, LT Pack; 1-1 Cav, CPT Williams; DICSCOM, Wright; HHC, 23d Inf,
Morrism; 26" Engr, Sgt Redman; 39" Engr, Sgt Abshire; 523d Signal, LT Peterson; 23d MP, Sp Harris; 1-14" Arty,

CPT Witzeling; Divarty, CPT Witzeling; 16" CAG, LT Tomlin; CofS, LTC Holmes; G2, LTC Holmes; G3, LTC Saint; LO
Tam Ky LT Papon; LO Quang Ngai, CPT Lonsdale.

23d INFANTRY DIV TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 22Dec70 2400 22 Dec 70

Item

Time

Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

8

0710

DTOC, COL Clark. At 212245H, COL Clark said it is possible there will be a national local strike on 23 Dec, and all units
be prepared to continue operations indef w/out local national labor. Ntfy: AAE, FSE, C of S, DISCOM, G-3, G-2, 198"
Bde, 196" Bde, 11™ Bde, 1-1 Cav, CLDC, HHC 23d Div, 23d MP Co, 523d Sig, G-5, G-4, ADE, Installation Coord, 915t
Evac.




Organization or Installation Location Hour Date Hour Date

23d INFANTRY DIV TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 25Jan71 2400 25Jan71
ltem | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

56 2305 198"Bd e, LT Haslett, TOC, BT523054 at 2200H.w/Am piamcirv sf
checked area, obsr 1xVN who evaded. MP6s are still <ch
checked area w/neg res. Subsectors 3, 5, 6 put on condition Yellow. Req tracker tm. Arrived 2130H, checked area w/neg
res. CLDC reserve force swept area w/neg res.

57 2355 23d MP, Sgt Schaeffer. The MP&6s checked out a report
& Maint. They fd no canister & said all indications show that the C/S was det outside the CHL perimeter. 523d Signal
was mustered & checked w/neg res. They were mustered because the gas was strongest in their area. 723d Maint was
not mustered because the gas was very faint & it hadn

23d INFANTRY DIV TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 20Feb71 2400 20Feb71

Item | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

88 2230 LT Jones, SOIC, Quang Ngai, 523d Signal, BS651715 at 1400H. 2 % ton truck struc a VN Lambretta bus resulting in
2xVN dead, 5xVN injured. VN held the truck until payment. PMO and G5 went on scene. 2d ARVN Div CG and Province
Chief w/a 6xtracked vehicle escort arrived on loc at 2100H. Sp Broom was released and taken to MP HQ at Quang Ngai
at 2110H. All US & US equip, except for the Senior Province Advisor, dept the scene of accident at 2212H. The advisor
is not being detained but is cond a conference w/VN leaders.

23d INFANTRY DIV TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 25Mar71 2400 25Mar71

Iltem | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

76 2045 Quang Ngai Prov, CPT Glatterman, 2010H. Prov Chief req we keep QL#1 open tomorrow as there is a celebration &
bicycle race between Tu Nghai & Binh Son. This will be cond between 0900H-1200H. This is in conjunction w/land
reform day in this prov. Ntfy: 196" Bde, LT Navor; 198" Bde, LT Hasl ett; DI SCOM, MAJ
Arty, MAJ Lynch; G4, MAJ Dee; 26™ Engr, CPT Conkl; 39" Engr, Sp4 Garrido; 523 Signal, Sgt Preston; C/S, COL Clark;
G3, LTC Saint.

23d INFANTRY DIV TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 28Mar71 2400 28 Mar71

ltem | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

14 0930 DTOC, MAJ Sutton, 280930H-291130H. QL-1 closed in Tu Nghia Dist for VN ceremonial activities. Fr 280930H-
291130H. Ntfy: G4, MAJ Dee; Arty SSG Uaulston; 16" C A G, CPT Lut z, LT Mi | | ®@Engr, LMRG
Horn; 196" Bde, LT Devores; 198" Bde, MAJ White; DISCOM, LT Boyes; 523d Signal, LT Cutiello; 1-44 Arty, Div Arty;
C/S, COL Clark; G3, LTC Saint; XXIV Corps, MAJ Church.

Organization or Installation Location Hour Date Hour Date

23d INFANTRY DIV TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 4 Apr71 2400 4 Apr71

ltem | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

57 2230 Quang Ngai, CPT Glotterman, SOIC. The Wounded Veterans Association will demonstrate tomorrow by starting fr N of

Binh Son mov to Quang Ngai on QL1 to protest the deaths of civ. Another group will move fr Binh Son to CHL to protest
the searching of VN women workers in CHL. It is believed they will be carrying H/gren and possibly firearms. All US traffic
on QL1 will cease fr 0800H-1200H in the Binh Son District. Ntfy: MP, LT Brakora; 2d ARVN, Sgt LeMasters; 16" CAG,
CPT White; 198™ Bde, Sgt Terry; 196" Bde, LT LaJoy; 26 Engr, Sgt Bellamy; 39 Engr, Sgt Mather; DISCOM, Sgt Wright;
XXIV Corps; 523 Signal, Sgt Casner; 328 RR Co, Sp Martin; Div Arty, CPT Goldsmith; 1-44 Arty, CPT Goldsmith; G4,
MAJ Dee; G5, LTC Evans; C/S, COL Richardson; Quang Tin, Sp Machilahan.




23d INFANTRY DIV TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 9 Apr71 2400 9 Apr71

51 1755 23d S&T, LT Walden. 23d S&T convoy fr Dong Ha closed CHL at 1715H. 23d S&T at 1715H, 523d Signal at 1910H,

11" Bde CP at 1855H. F/8 Cav at 1910H, B/723d Maint 1910H.
23d INFANTRY DIV TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 9Apr71 2400 9 Apr71

Item | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

66 2115 11" Bde, COL Dees, XO 11" Bde. Would like Bde Forward at Duc Pho to be ntfy of the following: At 100800H 25
vehicles will depart CHL class 2&4 yard heading for Duc Pho to include 21xHHC element, 1xwrecker, 3x523d Sign Bn.
Will be the RTT and msg center for Duc Pho. Passed to Sgt Forrey at 2155H.

67 2115 11th Bde, COL Dees. Convoy of 115xvehicles departed Quang Tri and 104xarrived at CHL and closed 1900H.
11xaccounted for as follows: 8x523d Signal, 4xat Phu Bai for maint w/4xheld for support; 2xHHC 11th Bde at Phu Bai
for maint; 1xC/23d S&T wrecker at Phu Bai. At 100800H 25xvehicles will depart class 2&4 yard CHL for Duc Pho.
21xHHC 11th Bde, 1xC/23d S&T wrecker, 3x523d Sig vehicles.

23d INFANTRY DIV TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 7May71 2400 7 May 71

Iltem | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

56 2335 G3, Sgt Kline. Buddha Birthday Truce. Ntfy: 523d Sig, LT McCluny; FSE, CPT Miley; 16 CAG, Sgt Haines; DISCOM,
CPT Massey; 26 Engr, Sgt Eads; 23d MP MSG Recob; 11 Bde, Sgt Cunia; 196™ Bde, LT Smith; 198" Bde, LT Haslett.

23d INFANTRY DIV TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 25May71 2400 25May71

Item | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

32 1225 CLDC, LTC Fell, 250445H, Chu Lai combat base rec 6x122mm rkts: BT523075, BT522091, BT536094. Landed outside
perimeter BT525102 B/723 Maint damage to 2xstruc. BT524096, 523 Sig. BT528102 MSR, neg cas. Sus en loc based
on craterobd6s BS442997. Nt fy: FSE, CPT Carl ; XX1V Corps

23d INFANTRY DIV TOC CHU LAI, RVN 0001 28May71 2400 28 May 71

Iltem | Time Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

69 1755 23d INF DIV, LT Olsen, ADC(S). BG Gorwitz will be at the 523 Sign Bn fr 281900H-2100H May.

Organization or In
23d INF DIV TOC

stallation Location Hour Date Hour Date
CHU LAI, RVN 0001 18 Jun71 2400 18 Jun 71

Iltem

Time

Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

17

1010

11 Bde, LT McGruder, 180915H. Convoy of 14xveh w/MP escort left Bronco enroute to Dottie & CHL w/rear ele fr 6/11
Arty, HHC 11" Bde & 523 Signal.

23d INF DIV TOC

CHU LAI, RVN 0001 23Jul71 2400 23Jul 71

Item

Time

Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

5

0500

23d Inf, SFC James, Chu Lai rec 3x122 rkts at 0500H, impacted at grids BT523085, BT537096, & BT528097. NCD. Sus
en loc BT452023 & BT459015. Dam at 523d Sig Bn Motor Pool: 3x1/4 ton, 6x3/4 ton, 3x2 ¥ ton, 2x5 ton, 2xcommo
vans, minor dam. Broken windshields, fuel lines, flat tires, shrapnel holes in frames. All veh operational. Update: 1xUS
WIA(M), went to 23d Med, treated & released. Ntfy: XXIV Corps, Sp Johnson.

23d INF DIV TOC

CHU LAI, RVN 0001 27 Aug71 2400 27 Aug 71

Item

Time

Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

69

2218

CLDC, CPT Rinenkugel, 523 Signal, BT525095, 272030H. Guard obsr 1xindiv w/paper bag mov thru junk yard. Guard

challenged indiv w/neg response, fired at indiv. The indiv evad, flare bird called to area. Reaction force swept w/neg res.

23d INF DIV TOC

CHU LAI, RVN 0001 31Aug71 2400 31Aug71




Item

Time

Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

17

0930

(DELAYED) 39 Engr, Sp Arndt, B/39 Engr, BS730872, 301415H. While working road site 523 fd B/T side of road. C-
ration can w/unk type explo. DIP.

23d INF DIV TOC

CHU LAI, RVN 0001 010ct71 2400 01 Oct 71

Item

Time

Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

42

1900

PMO, LT McCovey, BT531080, 010835H. Two 1/4 ton jeeps fr 523 Signal were traveling W along road when an
unidentiied UH-1H f |l yi ng at réppedanlaramoddx of (50@rdsd.$2 athmo on road between the two veh.
The box bounced off the road and thru windshield of the second veh landing in the backseat, res in 2xUS WNB who were
treated at 91 Evac for lacerations and released. Pers in 1%t veh reported that after the box was dropped the acft left the
scene at a high rate of speed. 16" CAG was questioned on acft that they had in the area at the time w/neg res.

23d INF DIV TOC

CHU LAI, RVN 0001 050ct71 2400 050ct 71

Item

Time

Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.

22

1350

523 Signal, SFC Richey, HQ Co, BS576967, 051210H. Convoy fr LZ Dottie to CHL, wrecker in convoy rec 15-20xrds
SAF w/1xrd hitting the upperl6/Hima caoe frifEsiderofiroad, vinegsas.i st ant




A listing of the men who died while in service with the 523d Signal Bn. from the Coffelt Data Base:
Iname fname mname | rank | mos age | incident casdate event utm co
AT DUC PHO
AVANT SHERMAN SGT | 31M40 |32 | 03/23/1971 | 23-Mar-71 | 19710323 BS812383 | B CO
BOOBY-
TRAPPED
AMMO CAN 2
KM N-NE OF
DIEN BAN
BARTMESS GARY WAYNE | SP5 | 84B20 | 24 | 10/22/1970 | 22-Oct-70 | 19701022 BT065598 | C CO
140MM
ROCKET
ATTACK ON LZ
PADILLA- BRONCO (DUC
JORGE JAIME CPL | 36C20 20 | 06/01/1969 | 01-Jun-69 | PHO) 19690601 | BS812383 | B CO
PINKARD ROBERT LEE PFC | 05C20 21 | 09/03/1968 | 03-Sep-68 CCO




