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Above is the 23rd Supply  and Transportation  Battalion 

crest.  

 



 

23rd Supply and Transportation  Battalion  Articles and 

related material s compiled from the Americal Division 

Veteranôs Association (ADVA) database. 
 
ADVA Historian for 202 2 comments.  Compilation documents have been made for 

veterans who might not have computer skills to search the extensive files for 

materials about their un it.  

 

This document was made for veterans of the 23rd S&T Battalion .   

  

No issue of a 23rd S&T Battalion Newsletter  has been located to date.. , ñPhotos 

related to the 23rd S&T Battalion were inserted into this document from The 

Americal Divisionôs Newspaper, the ñSouthern Crossò. There is no known unit 

tour book for the 23rd S&T Battalion.  Maps of the Americal AO are available, 

but not part of the compilation.  Other general information that relates to all 

units of the Americal Division is  in the ADVA data  base.   

 

Photos related to the 23rd S&T Battalion inserted into the document. These will 

come from the Americal Public Information Office, mainly came from the weekly 

ñSouthern Crossò newspaper. 

 

There are Division Operation Reports and Lessons Learned Rep orts. And named 

operation reports that can provide insight to the movements of the unit.  These 

will not be incorporated into this document.  They can be reviewed online at 

the AmericalFoundation.ORG website or the Americal Division Portal at the 

Vietnam A rchives at the Texas Tech. University website.  

 

At the end of this document I have inserted examples of Americal Division S2/S3 

entries related to the 23rd S&T Battalion to illustrate what might be available 

in the 50 months of Americal Division S2/S3 repo rts.  These are available at the 

AmericalFoundation.org web - site as well as the Americal portal at the Texas 

Tech University Vietnam Archive web - site.  We also have some S2/S3 reports from 

the some of the infantry Battalions  that might reference the 23rd S& T, but they 

are not available online.  Copies can be requested from the ADVA historian.  

 

A connection will always exist between the veterans who served with  Americal 

Division to the 23rd S&T Battalion.   

 

I hope our veterans appreciate what the 23rd S&T did  for our soldiers.  A lot 

of credit goes to the convoy drivers who braved mines and ambushes to get us 

the supplies we needed to survive.  



Stanton Order of Battle Vietnam reference book 

documentation on the 23rd Supply and 

Transportation Battalion .  
 

23rd Supply and Transportation  Battalion  

(Divisional)  

 

 
 

 

Arrived Vietnam:   8 December 1967 

Departed Vietnam: 25 November  1971 

Previous Station: Vietnam  

 

Authorized Strength  1968   1970  

                      447     485 

 

the 23d Supply and Transport Battalion  was part of the 23d 

Infantry Division (Americal) rendering subsistence, clothing, POLs 

(petrol, oil, lubricants), construction, ammunition, personal 

demand items and major end items except for aircraft and 

communication security equipment.  The battalion also provided and 

operated ground transportation required for unit distribution of 

the supply items.  

  

 



              UNIT CITATIONS AWARDED 

       t O 23rd Supply and Transport Ba ttalion   
 

 

SOURCE:  Department of the Army Pamphlet 762 - 3 

 

  Unit Citation a nd Campaign Participation Credit 

Register  

  (1960 - 1978)   Dated: May 1980  

 

Awards:  
               23rd Support and Transport Battalion   

                    MUC1 Jan 68 -  31 Aug 69 DAGO 53, 1970  

                    MUC1 Sep 69 -  31 jan 71 DAGO 32, 1973  

                    MUC1 Feb 71 -  27 Nov 71 DAGO 32, 1973  

                    RVNGC24 Aug 69 -  31 Dec 69 DAGO 42, 1972  

                    RVNGC31 Mar 70 -  30 Jun 70 DAGO 42, 1972  

 

               HHC, 23rd S & T  

                    RVNGC1 Apr 71 -  30 Jun 71 DA GO 6, 1974  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABBREVIATIONS: 

DAGO:  Department of the Army General Order  

RVNGC:         Republic Of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm  

 

Unit Citation  

MUC:       U.S. Army Meritorious Unit Citation  

 



Operations 23rd Supply and Transport :  

 

Operation Elk  Canyon (Kham Duc 1970)  

Operation Lam Son 719  

Operation Burlington Trail  

 
This list might not be relevant  because there are so many 

operations not listed that should be .  The 23 rd supported almost 

every aspect of the Americal Division operations.    

 

 

list update could be continued using the Operation Reports and 

Lessons Learned ( ORLL)  report  file created for the Americal 

Division artillery unit article compilation effort.  



This section is made up of articles from the Army 

Reporter.  

 
        The largest Army  newspaper in the world  
THE ARMY REPORTER  is published weekly under the supervision of the Information 
Office.  United States Army Vietnam and is an authorized Army publication.  The 
command newspaper has a circulation of 85,000 and is printed by PACIFIC STARS 

AND STRIPES  in Tokyo, Japan. 
   Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Department of 
the Army.  This newspaper utilizes the facilities of the ARMED FORCES NEWS 
BUREAU and ARMY NEWS FEATURES. Contributions are welcome and may be sent 
to: THE ARMY REPORTER, USARV-IO, APO 96375 or telephone Long Binh 
4204/4311. 
................ 



07Sep70- Troopers fight, build back to embattled camp    Page 6-7 
    By Spec. 4 Thomas J. Neville 
   KHAM DUC  - Rebuilding a base camp, complete with a 6,000-foot airstrip, is like carving a 
small town out of dirt, burlap, asphalt and a lot of thick sweat.  
   Men from various units of the 196th Inf. Bde. labored long hours and accomplished such a 
task.  Five days after being combat-assaulted into this lonely outpost 80 miles west of Tam Ky, 
the Americal Division task force had dug, in renovated the air strip and established a secure 
base of operations. 
   Resembling an island in a sea of Vietnam's roughly hewn mountains, Kham Duc is not v irgin 
territory for American or enemy forces.  As early as 1961, the 5th Special Forces Gp. manned the 
outpost as a base for various strategic operations. 
   The Special Forces-advised Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) camp was abandoned in 
May 1968.  The 2nd Bn., 1st Inf ., of the 196th Bde. was dispatched to the area and assisted in the 
extraction of civilians and American troops.  
   Although the extraction was successful in terms of light friendly casualties, some U.S. heavy 
equipment had to be left  behind.  The airstrip also suffered heavily from intense rocket and 
mortar barrages. 
   The Legionnaires of the 2nd of the 1st are back at Kham Duc.  Other elements that took part in 
the construction, reconstruction and fortification of the bases included  Co. A, 26th Engr. Bn.; 
23rd Supply and Transport Co .; Co. G,.  75th Rangers; a U.S. Air Force mobility team ; a 
Seabee construction element and the 6th ARVN Regt. 
   Kham Duc was blistering hot, barren depressing and dangerous when Americal soldiers 
arrived.  The men had nothing to look forward to except tedious, back -breaking work.  To 
complicate matters, the enemy had planted more than 150 booby-trapped mortar rounds in the 
vicinity of the airstrip.  
   Further evidence of the enemy's presence in the area was found during searches by the 26th 

Engr. Bn. and patrols conducted by Legionnaire  units.  Caches of ammunition, including a find 
of 1,420 rounds of .51-caliber ammo, were uncovered. 
   Bunkers, tunnel complexes and fresh fish and medical supplies were also found, adding 
credence to recent enemy occupation.  Co. A's 3rd Platoon  also discovered four model 
helicopters, carved from wood and resembling the Huey -an indication that the enemy was 
operating a training site in the area. 
   It was essential to repair the airstrip so supplies could be airlifted into the base.  The engineers 
made short work of that problem.  The first plane, an Air Force C -123 cargo, touched down July 
16.  The men who had toiled with pick and shovels for four days gazed with excitemen t and 
pride as the craft landed safely. 
   "It felt pretty good to see him land," beamed Capt. Aaron Evans, the commanding officer of 
Co. A.  Air Force Staff Sgt. Jessie Ritchie, who was aboard the airplane, described the landing as 
"real good,"  He noted that similar flights will be capable of transporting 300,000 to 400,000 
pounds of  ammunition a day.  
   Once mortar crews dug into their pits and artillery units set up their deadly cannon, an air of 
cautious optimism and security permeated the bastion.  
 
(continued)  
 
 
 



   
07Sep70- Troopers fight, build back to embattled camp    Page 6-7 
    (continued)  
  
  The feeling of relative security was unknown when the troops first flew into Kham Duc.  
   But there was one man who did have an idea of what to expect."  The area was not unfamiliar 
to him.  M.Sgt. David H. Doughty had spent some time at Kham Duc and vicinity nearly four 
years ago. 
   Now on his second tour in Vietnam, Doughty scanned the seemingly impregnable  
terrain and recalled, "I was here for two week s in September 1966, when I served with the 5th 

Special Forces."  A member of a long range reconnaissance patrol (LRRP) team, Doughty knew 
only too well the difficulties and danger of the dense jungle underbrush and the eerie triple -
canopy ceiling which  
characterize the region. 
   Doughty noted some of the things the units discovered on the first day of this recent takeover.  
"We found a trench complex which had obviously been used recently because the engineers 
found new rucksacks, medical supplies and fr esh fish."  He estimated that the enemy had used 
the area as recently as a day before the Americans moved in. 
   He continued, "A lot of physical work goes into building a base camp like this."   

    He added a few praiseworthy words about his men, "Two of the most hated  
things the Army has to do is to dig dirt and fill sandbags -but these guys  
are really putting out and getting a lot accomplished."  
   Aside from a few men who had been to Kham Duc in the past, there was  
another remnant of American presence in the area.  Members of the 3rd Bn., 
82nd Arty., found an old 105mm howitzer round on the northwest side of the  
runway.  
   There was something very unusual about the round.  Painting on the shell  
casing revealed that it was the 100,000th round from Btry . A, 3rd Bn., 82nd 

Arty.  The battery was forced to leave the round behind during the hasty  
evacuation, and it never had the opportunity to fire it.  
    
 
Photo Captions:  
  1) Under ground fire CH47 Chinook temporarily veers off LZ.  
  2) Artilleryman guid es in CH54 Crane laden with tool of artillery trade.  
  3) Americal cannoneer raises own flag over reclaimed Kham Duc camp. 
  4) Cook ladles out coffee in bomb-crater-turned -mess-hall.  
  5) Engineers repair holes in runway where booby traps were dug out.  



14Sep70- Joint Chiefs of Staff to play musical dates in field Page 9 
   CHU LAI - Did you know that the Americal Division has four Joint Chiefs of Staff?  And they are all 

enlisted at that. 
   Actually the Joint Chiefs of Staff are the Americal's own band o perating for the entertainment of troops 
all over the area of operation at their fire bases. 
   The group consists of Sgt. Wayne E. Hart, who plays organ; Spec. 4 James V. Satokoski, a medic from 
the 14th Cav on drums; Spec. 4 David C. Nealis, a bass player formerly of the 23rd MP Co.; and Pfc. 
Donald E. Russell, previously assigned to the 132nd Assault Helicopter Co . (132nd ASHC) on lead 
guitar.  
   In charge of the band is Lt. Chuck Leary, a former tour manager of the Bee Gees and co-owner of 
Northern Arti sts Limited, a recording company in New York City.  
   Headquarters for the musicmakers is the Americal amphitheater and Birthday Sound Studios.  Birthday 
Sound Studios consists of two acoustically tiled rooms complete with a separate sound and recording 
room.  "We worked for four days and nights to get it done, but it was worth it," they commented.  The 
name came from the completion of the studio on the bass player's birthday. 
   The band was formed on May 8.  Nealis was the first member.  After a couple days' wait, the rest of the 
group showed up and began to mesh, through Leary's direction, their different styles.  
   It involved long 18 -hour practice sessions in order to be ready for the deadline set to see if the group 
would stay in existence.  They met it with flying colors despite having to work around Russell's country 
and western background, Hart's acid music experience, Nealis' experience with the Mauds and 
Buckinghams of Chicago and Satokoski's work with his hometown group.  It was a real challenge.  
   A recording of "Proud Mary" was given to Lt. Col. James M. Eubanks, the Americal adjutant general, in 
appreciation for all the help given in getting the band together and equipped.  It was the group's first 
recording.  
   An average day starts about 6 in the morning.  Everyone gets up and assembles at the studio and begins 
packing the equipment from the night of practice onto a blue pickup.  They crowd on and proceed to the 
23rd S&T  pad near the main gate and meet with the FAST team which is there with t heir 201 files of the 
host unit and the mobile PX conex. 
   When a Chinook finally comes, the equipment is transferred to the waiting bird.  On the journey to LZ 

Center, for example, some members of the band were bumped from the first flight and were force d to 
wait for another chopper that  was not long in coming.  
   At LZ Center  the equipment was waiting on the pad for the rest of the group to arrive.  Only two had 
unloaded it from the first chopper.  When the rocks and dust had settled from the last Chino ok, the large 
cumbersome boxes were packed into two jeeps with trailer,s along with the FAST team. 
   The equipment was then moved down the rutted road to a chapel.  Here it was unloaded to the outside 
of the chapel until someone scrounged a key.  When that finally came, the door was opened and again the 
heavy boxes were moved. 
   As soon as everyone and everything was inside, the group was informed that they must move to 
another part of the LZ so that a promotion board could be held in the chapel.   The move was to be to the 
"Gimlet Inn" where the board was previously scheduled.  Two moves were performed, the outside and to 
the jeep. 
   Tables and chairs were moved at the "Gimlet Inn " so the equipment could be placed and more people 
could be squeezed in.  Another blow was dropped.  The mess sergeant made clear the group had to be 
out before noon so the individuals who eat there would be served on time.  This meant the program was 
to be cut short by 20 minutes. 
   "It really makes us sad when we can't give the guys a show, but even half a program is better than none.  
So we give half a show," Dave Nealis pointed out. 
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   By MSG Bill Pickett  
   CHU LAI - The actual standdown of the 23d Inf. Div. (Americal) w as accomplished 
Nov. 27, when the division command group escorted the colors to Fort Lewis, 
Washington for the official deactivation of the unit and retirement of the colors.  
   The action brought to a close an enormous redeployment task which began in earnest 
with the announcement of the standdown of the 3d Bn. 18th Arty . and the 71st Assault 

Helicopter Company  on Sept. 8. 
   Planning for the entire operation began much earlier under the supervision of the 
Keystone Operations Center whose personnel were responsible for the coordination 
and scheduling of all standdown activities.  
   A personnel out -processing center was established adjacent to the Chu Lai Airfield, 
and this operation, although deterred one day when Typhoon Hester leveled the center, 
averaged 200 persons per day through its doors, destined for reassignment in-country 
or return to CONUS for further assignment or ETS.  
   Also in September, units of the 23d Med. Bn. and maintenance and engineer 
companies began standdown, many utilizing the facili ties of the Division Combat 
Center of [or?] the former 27th Surgical Hospital area through which most of the 
division members would pass during their standdown period.  These locations were 
provided exchange and club facilities to serve Americal soldiers d uring their 
standdown.  
   On Sept. 17 H Troop, 17th Cav . began its standdown, and during October most 
maneuver elements of the division also began their standdown operations.  
   It was during this period that Task Force Americal began to take shape under t he 
command of Col. Robert J. Malley, former DIS COM commander.   Mission of Task 
Force Americal (TFA) was to prevent the enemy from establishing bases from which to 
rocket Chu Lai Combat Base and to keep the enemy from massing troops for attack. 
   Between Oct. 24 and 30, those units of Division Artillery which had not begun 
standdown were returned to rear areas to begin processing, and on Oct. 30 
Headquarters and Headquarters Battery of Division Artillery closed out its mission as it 
received standdown instructions.  
   The 1st Bn., 6th Inf. --which had been replaced in the mountains west of Chu Lai by 
the 3d Bn., 21st Inf . -- became the last infantry maneuver element to commence 
standdown when it was ordered to the rear on the last day of  October.  
   Divisi on support units, including the 23d Supply and Transportation Bn ., 26th 

Engineer Bn, 723d Maintenance Bn . and Division Support Command  began 
standdown during the first week in November.  
   Division Headquarters and Headquarters Company was the final unit t o conduct 
standdown activities, and as the colors were escorted to COMUS [CONUS?] late in 
November, only the 196th Inf. Bde., under the command of Brigadier General Joseph C. 
McDonough remains.  
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Standdowns Cut 2,890 Spaces  
 

   S&S Vietnam Bureau  

   SAIGON ï Eight Army units including six from the 23 rd  

Inf. Div. (Americal),  began standdown Sunday, the U.S. 

command said, creating 2890 space reductions.  

   The Americal units are Hq and Hq. Co. (175 spaces); 

1st  Bn., 6 th  Inf. (920 spaces); 723 rd  Ord. Bn. (555 

spaces); 523 rd  Sign Bn. (520 spaces) and the 23 rd  Supply 

and Transportation Bn (385 spaces);  and Hq., and Hq. 

Co., 23 rd  Div. Support Command, whose composition was 

not listed separately.  

   That unit, the 335 th  Transportation Co.; and the 54th 

Medical Det. (Medevac Helicopter) had an aggregate of 

355 spaces.  

   Four Americal battalions are still operating in 

Vietnam under the 196 th  Inf. Brigade, Army spokesmen 

said.  



The next section of a rticles comes from the Quarterly Americal 

Magazines.  There were 12 issues of these colorful glossy 

magazines published by the Division Information Office from May 

1968 - Fall of 1971.  Additionally there was an Americal Book 

published in mid 1970 that was s imilar in look and feel to the 

magazine.  

Americal Division Magazine -  May, 1968  

 

This is from the inaugural issue of the Americal Division 

Magazine.  There were only two issues in 1968.  This first issue 

has a different format from the subsequen t issues.  This issue 

appears to use 8"x10" paper folded over like a pamphlet.  Nearly 

all the photos are B&W, unlike subsequent issues that had a full 

8"x10" size and with abundant color photos and graphics.  

 

B&W photo -  Man's hands shown tightening a bol t on a small engine 

with a crescent wrench.  Photo credit -  guerrant  

 

 

The Americal Support Command , whose units provide operational 

support to elements of the Americal Division, was activated in 

Vietnam on December 8, 1967.  It is comprised of the 23rd Su pply 

and Transportation Battalion , 723rd Maintenance Battalion and the 

23rd Medical Battalion.  

   The 23rd Supply and Transportation Battalion  supports the 

division and attached units by providing a controlled flow of 

supplies and essential goods.  The bat talion is commanded by 

Lieutenant Colonel Hiram K. Tompkins.  

   Lieutenant Colonel William H. Alfonte commands the 723rd 

Maintenance Battalion which supports field maintenance operations 

on much of the division's material.  Personnel are well - trained in 

numerous areas of equipment service and preventative maintenance.  

   Division - level medical service as well as unit level support on 

an area basis is directed by Lieutenant Colonel William S. 

Augerson, commander of Americal's 23rd Medical Battalion.  

   The m ulti - battalion support force is headed by Colonel Robert 

M. Rose with headquarters in Chu Lai.  Members of the Americal 

Support Command are not only giving vital assistance to units of 

the division through medical, supply and transportation duties but 

they  are currently forming a band to fulfill the division's music 

needs.  



Americal Division Magazine -  Spring 1971  
 

 

B&W photo of a convoy running through a village.  Lead vehicle is a Military 

Police armored vehicle with rubber tires -  Photo credit -  Briedenbach.  Photo 

continues through nearly a third of the next page.  Photo Credit -  

Breidenbach  

 

                THE ROAD RUNNERS 
 

  Five - thirty, up and at'um, Lets go! This is a familiar sound each morning 

to Private First Class Mike Pasquale, of Bra vo Company, 23rd Supply and 

Transport Battalion ,  who rises and prepares for another day's work in the 

Republic of Vietnam.  

  Pasquale,  who  has  driven  a  five - ton  truck  with Bravo Company since 

he first arrived in Vietnam last October, has the mission  along with the 

other troopers of his company to  transport  necessary  supplies  to  the  

forward  brigades within the 23rd Infantry Division's  area of operation.  

  Mike's day as a driver begins at dawn of each morning. He rises from a 

sound and restful n ight's sleep to the cool and calm morning air. After a 

quick shave and shower, and if he has time, a bite of morning chow, he is 

ready to tackle the day's work that lies ahead.  

  At six - thirty Mike attends the company formation where he is told the 

nomencl ature of his load and his destination for the day. After the formation 

he heads to the company motor pool where his five - ton tractor awaits him. 

This is one of Mike's most important steps of the day. He must  

give his vehicle  a  thorough check to  spot any thing that might  cause  his  

truck  not  to  perform  as  efficiently  as possible.  

  "These Army trucks are getting old and some of them have quite a few miles 

on them, so I try to check the things that are most likely to give me 

trouble," continued Mike . "When you're out on the road you sure don't want 

anything to go wrong."  

  After Mike has completed his inspection and if everything meets his 

approval, he heads to one of the battalion supply yards, where a trailer 

loaded with supplies awaits him. After  he has signed all the necessary supply 

vouchers for the items he is to carry, Mike is ready to head to the main gate 

where the rest of the convoy is forming.  

  Once Mike has pulled his load from the supply yard, he becomes   personally 

responsible for the  safety and transportation of the cargo, until he arrives 

at his destination.  

  After the convoy has completely assembled at the main gate, a wave from a 

Military Policeman's (MP) arm and the convoy can move out. With the revving 

of engines and the shiftin g of gears, the convoy slowly moves out the gate 

onto Highway One.  

 

Page 30 -  Three Color photos -  2 Convoy scenes and a look at a quad fifty 

mounted on a truck.  

  

 "Once we're out on the open road, a MP armored car, which escorts the 

convoy, sets the pace ." When asked if he ever worries about the possibility 

of the convoy being ambushed? He commented. . . "I  have  enough things to 

worry about, like keeping my RPM's (Revolutions  Per  Minute) up, and 

watching out for the villagers, Sure, I do think of it, but I don't worry 

about it.  If anything does happen we have the MP armored car plus our own  

 

(Continued)  



  (Continued)  

 

armored truck equipped with enough fire power to counter anything Charlie 

might try. "While traveling through the villes or the majo r congested cities  

of Quang Ngai to the South and Ta Ky to the North, Mike has to keep a sharp 

eye out for the passing villagers. '"When I first started driving these 

villagers really use to shake me up, I was always afraid of hitting one of 

them but now with a  little more experience I can almost sense if one of them 

might step out in front of me," commented Mike,  

  Once Mike has arrived at either Duc Pho (11th Brigade) or Hawk Hill (196th 

Brigade), his cargo is unloaded, and after he signs over his suppl y vouchers 

he is ready to head back to Chu Lai.   

"It all depends on what we're hauling that day on how long it takes  

before we can start back, remarked Mike.  After all the supplies   

have been delivered to their destination and the convoy has been  

refo rmed, they are ready to head back, "We head back in the same way  

we came, with the MPs still leading the way," continued Mike.   

When he finally arrives back in Chu Lai, the first step is to refuel  

his truck for the next day. "After I have refueled I head  back to the motor 

pool to check over my truck once again, making sure everything is still OK.  

If there is anything wrong, this is the time to repair it," continued Mike.  

By the time Mike is finished at the motor  

pool it's around 7: 00 P.M.  "After I ea t supper and take a shower,   

I  find  time  to  scratch  a few lines home,  and  by  the  time  I'm  

finished with that I'm so darn tired I hit the rack," closed Mike.  Well, 

that's another day gone for PFC Mike Pasquale and another mission 

accomplished f or the 23rd S&T, but tomorrow is another day and the supplies 

still must be delivered.  

 

By PFC DARRELL MCGILLEN 

 

 

Color Photo -  Deuce and a half truck silhouetted in a sunset.  

 

 

 



  

This was found in the Americal Division Daily Newsheet:  
   AMERICAL NEWS SHEET 

MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General  

MAJ Gerald D. Hill jr., IO  

Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414  

This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the IO, Americal 

Division APO96374 as an authorized Army publication.  This News Sheet is solel y 

for personnel in the Americal Division and may not be duplicated or released to 

the news media.  
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Photo Caption: Division History  

   That noted military historian, Edward Hymoff, interviews a trio 

of Americ al Division soldiers from the 23rd Supply and Trans. Bn .,  

Div. Spt. Cmd., in preparation for his forthcoming comprehensive 

history of the Americal.  To find out more about this soon - to - be 

published see the story on page seven, just below the intriguing 

pin - up.  (Photo by Terry Reynolds, VMH Pub.)  
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23rd S&T Supplies The Troops  

Truck Convoys Are Division's Lifeline  
Story and Photo By Dean Norland  

 
Photo Caption: CARRYING VITAL CARGO, two - and - one - half - ton trucks o f 

23rd S&T Bn.'s  B Co. travel along a rough stretch of Highway 1 while plying 

its route between Chu Lai and LZ Baldy.  Each truck maintains a specified 

interval with the vehicle in front of it for both reasons of safety and to 

avoid damage if another hits a mine or is struck by enemy fire.  

 

   CHU LAI -- In a war noted for its innovations, the time - tested 

convoy continues to move more materials overland in Vietnam than 

any other form of transportation.  

   An estimated 80 percent of all supplies transported in  the 

division are relayed from here to satellite supply points by the 

men and trucks of B Co., 23rd Supply and Transportation (S&T) 

Bn.  

      Leave Driving To Us  

   "We run resupply convoys on Highway 1, Highway 636, and the 

Tien Phuoc road," explained B C o. commander Jerret Grisham 

(Birmingham, Ala.)  

   It is not unusual for the company to have two convoys on the 

road at the same time, one convoy headed south to Quang Ngai 

City and the other moving north to LZ Baldy.  

   From Dec. 20, 1967, to Dec. 1, 1968,  the company logged 

1,007,528 road miles.  

 

(continued)  



(continued)  

 

      Thorough Preparations  

   B Co. convoys don't just happen, they are planned.  The 

company receives its commitments from 23 S&T at 1700 hours for 

the next day's convoy.  

   The two - and - a- half -  and five ton trucks are loaded during the 

night, and at 0800 hours the next morning the convoy starts to 

form.  

   To prevent a chain reaction disaster, gasoline tankers and 

ammunition trucks are scattered throughout the convoy.  

   Usually two armo red jeeps with mounted machineguns from the 

23rd MP Co. act as lead and trail vehicles.  The front jeep sets 

the pace, normally 20mph in rural areas and 15mph in villages or 

towns.  

   The convoy commander, an NCO for less than 10 vehicles and a 

lieutenant for more, briefs the drivers before every convoy.  

    Insuring Proper Spacing  

   "My job is to insure there is a proper interval between 

vehicles," said convoy commander 1LT Mike Findley (Memphis, 

Tenn.).  "If there are any breakdowns or vehicles get stuck , I 

see they are taken care of."  

   "When we reach our destination I determine if the trucks are 

off - loaded properly.  Also, I must make sure all units are ready 

to make the return trip to Chu Lai."  

      Assist Stragglers  

   Vehicles that do falter along the route are quickly taken 

care of.  The ailing truck pulls over to the side of the road 

and the rest of the convoy continues.  

   A jeep with radio and firepower, a wrecker, and a maintenance 

truck with a mechanic then stop.  

   Depending on the severity o f the breakdown, one or more of 

the emergency repair vehicles remain with the downed truck until 

it is either repaired on the spot or towed to a secure area.  

   Radio transmission between the MPs and the convoy commander 

insure a smoother operation.  Also,  the convoy's progress is 

charted by the division's Tactical Operations Center.  

      Rugged Roads  

   Land mines buried in or along the roads prove to be more of a 

hazard to convoys than sniper fire.  

   The biggest antagonists of B Co ., however, are the ro ads 

themselves.  "Some of these roads are the worst I've ever seen," 

shrugged CPT Grisham.  

 

 

 

(continued)  



(continued)  

 

   "The vehicles just get beat to death.  The trucks that aren't 

deadlined are on the road just about every day."  

   When a convoy is com pleted and trucks return to Chu Lai in 

late afternoon or early evening, each drive inspects his 

vehicle.  

   The trucks are then dispatched to various loading points in 

preparation for the next day's journey as the never ending job 

of the Americal convoy cr ew continues into the night.  
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   CLOTHING CONEX SUITS TROOPS  
  

   CHU LAI -  -  A new concept in  combat merchandising is 

insuring that the Americal soldier is better dressed 

for work in the field.  

  The idea inv olves a rejuvinated conex container 

equipped with bins and shelves to hold new fatigues, 

socks, boots, and other items the infantryman wears.  

  Dubbed the "Mobile DX" direct exchange),the conex can 

be airlifted to  forward areas  where  the  men  may 

turn  in used or unserviceable equipment and draw the 

new gear.  

  A  Co., 23rd Supply and Trans. Bn.,  a part of Div. 

Support Com., designed and built the interior of the 

conex.  
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OUR PROFESSION IS KEEPING YOU GOING  

      By 1LT JOHN P. SHULTES  
   LZ BRONCO -  "We handle anything from canteen covers to 

a wrecker,"  commented  CPT Joseph  H. Murray (Houston, 

Tex.) commanding  officer of the  Forward  support  

element, 23rd Supply and Transport (S&T)  Bn .  

  CPT Murray estimates that his element handles between 

30,000 and 40,000 pounds of goods per week in support of 

the 11th Bde. at Duc Pho.  

  Their primary responsibility is the distribution of 

new equipment and fuel, plus the means to transport 

these items. How ever, the 23rd S&T  has lately been 

handling everything that comes to LZ Bronco.  This is a 

pretty tall order to the 29 men and ten trucks that make 

up the FSE.  

  Attesting to their diligence is the fact that in the 

last six  

months the supply of new equip ment for the fighting man 

has doubled here.  

  The men run supply convoy's to all the brigades LZs 

accessible by road. They maintain an ammunition supply 

point at Quang Ngai City and Minh Long Special Forces 

Camp, as well as fuel supplies for the helicopte rs 

working in the area.  

  The FSE convoys run to Chu Lai and Sa Huynh, which are 

resupply points for the brigade.  

  The shower point pumps out about 1,000 gallons of 

chlorinated shower water daily.  The ten - man facility 

can handle the water needs of an e ntire company in less 

than one hour, which are supplied by FSE.  

  "The war may be fought with guns and ammo in the 

field, but someone has to supply them and that's our 

job," concluded CPT Murray. (11th IO)  
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Convoy Grinds Up Road, Vital Link To Distant Base  
   Story And Photos By  CPT Cecil A. Green And   PFC Dean K. Williams  

     Americal IO  

   HIGHWAY 533-- The grinding roar of powerful engines shattered the silence 

of the peaceful - looking valley, but t he anxious drivers were listening for more 

than the noise of their motors.  

   Many of the sun - tanned men who wheeled their big trucks down the semblance 

of a road between the city of Tam Ky and the small Special Forces CIDG 

(Civilian Irregular Defense Grou p) camp at Tien Phuoc had travelled the road 

before ---  and they knew what could be lurking in the green hills and tangled 

underbrush that strangle the roadway.  

   "I've been down this trail three times now," said SP4 Kenneth S. Compton 

(Indianapolis), "an d it was pretty rough the first two trips.  In March, we had 

several heavy mortar attacks and in May there were quite a few snipers along 

the route taking potshots at us."  

    Challenging  

   Today, with the bright sun making rifle barrels and steering whee ls hot to 

the touch, the 40 - plus drivers and guards from B. Co., 23rd Supply and Trans. 

Bn.  had little time for talking as they concentrated their skills on conquering 

the road and any possible Viet Cong attempts to disrupt the convoy.  

   The narrow road i tself is as much an enemy as a man with a rifle.  Opened 

during mid - 1968 as part of the Americal's Operation Burlington Trail, the road 

has been under attack constantly by the elements of nature and the encroaching 

underbrush.  What were once chuckholes ar e now approaching gully size, and the 

supply - laden trucks must bypass them to continue the journey.  

   The only safe way to get through here after the minesweep have checked for 

mines is to drive hard and fast and try not to stop," said one sweat - stained 

driver, SP4 Carbell Bouie (Attapulgus, Ga.).  "If you stop or go too slow you 

make to good a target for 'Charlie' but in many places the holes are so steep 

and wide that you have to inch your way through wo you don't tear up the 

truck."  

    Ready For Troubl e 

   On the other side of the truck cab, sitting beside the driver, the security 

guard has his own worries.  The entire 17 - mile stretch of dirt is a possible 

ambush site, with ample cover and concealment provided by the dense foliage and 

rugged hills that menace on each side.  

   "It's kind of spooky --  that's the only way to describe it," said PFC Ray 

Price (Chamblee, Ga.). "We have to travel at a wide interval to avoid giving 

the VC a bunched - up target, and the road is so winding and there is so much 

under brush that you can't help getting a feeling of being all alone when you 

can't see anyone in front or back of you."  

Convoy Grinds Up Road, Vital Link To Distant Base  

    Glad To Be Back  

   Although the overwhelming feeling throughout the route is loneliness  and 

isolation, there was plenty of help at hand.  Besides the U.S. Army trucks and 

20 Vietnamese trucks --  each loaded with food supplies and building materials 

for the Tie Phuoc outpost -- a platoon of armored personnel carriers of A Trp., 

1st Cav . were al ong to add extra firepower, and helicopters zipped along the 

route, providing an umbrella of firepower if needed.  

   The men of B Co. were more than glad to listen to the hum of their well -

tuned engines instead of any interruptions planned by the elusive V iet Cong.  

 

          (Continued)  
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          (Continued)  

    

Photo Captions:  

 

 

 
1) The narrow, dusty streets of Tam Ky mark the start of supply   

   convoy to the isolated outpost of Tien Phuoc.  (Note:  lead  

   truck has AMCAL - SC  TEXAS   23 S&T  B- 64, "THE KID" painted  

   on the bumper)  



 
2) After providing convoy security, A Trp., 1st Cav . refuels at  

   their homebase, Hawk Hill.  



 
3) Forming a ring of power, "Old Glory" and a .50 cal, machinegun  

   stand ready for cargo run.  



 
4) Gunners from 23rd S&T Bn. keep a close watch for enemy  

   activity.  



 
5) A truck climbs a steep incline along Hwy. 533.  (Note: looks  

   like some bridge planking was laid out over a washed out  

   section of the road ).  
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   GASOLINE IS PULSE OF DIV.  

  

  CHU LAI -  The success of a battle can be determined by fuel as 

Field Marshal Rommel (The Desert Fox) discovered when his armored 

units   exhausted their petroleum su pply in the desert battle, El 

Alamein.  

  An endless supply reaches Americal fuel tanks through the daily 

efforts of Co.'s A and B, 23rd Supply and Trans. Bn.   

  "We requisition fuel from the Naval storage yard in Chu Lai 

where we send our tankers daily," said 1LT John H. Strube 

(Hiawatha, Kan.), battalion petroleum and lubricants (POL) 

officer.)  

  The tankers are assigned a convoy position and roll north or 

south on Hwy. 1 to fill storage tanks on landing zones scattered 

throughout southern I Corps. They also fill the tanks at the POL 

point in Chu Lai.  

  Types of fuel fall into two categories, bulk fuel and packaged 

products. Bulk fuel includes JP4 "chopper" fuel, motor - gas, and 

diesel.  Packaged products (drums) generally contain motor oil, 

kerosene, cle aning solvent, and aviation fuel.  

  "We control the distribution of bulk fuel and packaged products 

at the POL. retail point," said SFC Willis Simpson (Birmingham, 

Ala.). "To serve the Chu Lai area, we have a bulk fuel storage 

capacity of 22,000 gallons a nd we are able to store almost 2,400  

drums."  

  Charts are kept on the flow of fuel.  "An LZ calls and says they 

need 5,000 gallons of motorgas." said 1LT Strube.  "We mark this 

on our chart and compute our orders accordingly."  

  The success of a battle still depends on the flow of petroleum 

but with 804 thousand gallons of fuel feeding bottomless Americal 

tanks monthly, it is unlikely, -  Rommel's predicament will recur.  
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Americal Helps Refugees Resettl e Hiep Duc  

     Photos By  

SGT Derrill C. Dalby  

 Support Command  

   CHU LAI --  Last month the second phase of the resettlement 

program for Hiep Duc Province was undertaken and accomplished in a 

combined effort by the 9th Plt., 29th Civil Affairs Bn ., MACV 

Advisory Team, and USAID (United States Agency for International 

Development) with convoy transportation supplied by B Co., 23rd 

S&T Bn. and route security provided by F Troop., 8th  Cav.  

   Until two years ago, civilians of Hiep Duc were being moved to 

temp orary settlements in Tam Ky due to Viet Cong activity in the 

province and to enable Allied operations to pacify the area.  In 

March approximately one thousand civilians were returned to the 

site of their previous homes, and on May 8, an additional four 

hundred men, women, and children were resettled.  

   The convoy from B Co. 23rd S&T Bn .  carried rice, building 

materials and farming supplies and equipment in addition to the 

second group of people.  The move, a two day operation, went from 

Tam Ky to LZ Ross t o Hiep Duc.  

 

 

Photo Captions:  

 
1) SP4 Bone helps the refugees in loading their precious sacks of  

   rice aboard the waiting vehicles.  



 
2) Convoy leaves LZ Ross for Hiep Duc Valley (Note: aerial photo)  



 
 

3)  SP4 David Hafford directs refugees in the t rucks of B Co., 23rd  

   Supply and  Transportation Bn .  



 
4) SP4 Lemon, with "Old Glory" waving in the breeze, begins convoy  

   taking  refugees to their new homes.  



 
5) A pair of 23rd S&T  drivers sit in their trucks, waiting for  

   refugees to  climb abo ard.  
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A Change Of Command  

Ceremony Honors CSM  

  

   CHU LAI - During a unique ceremony, believed to be a first in the 

division, CSM Hervey McChesney (Bowling Green, Ky), Spt. Cmd. 

sergeant major relinquished th e command's top non - commissioned 

officer position to CSM  

Victor M. Pike (Grant Park, (Ill).  

  With the exception of COL K.B. Barlow, (Savannah, Tenn.), Spt. 

Cmd. commander, who officiated and passed the color from the old 

to the new sergeant major, it wa s an entirely enlisted review.   

  CSM Richard Read (Columbus. Ohio), 23rd Supply and Transport Bn.  

sergeant major was commander of troops. The Spt. Cmd. staff was 

composed of MSG Paul Morel (Antwerp, Belgium), division 

transportation office; MSG Leonard  

Gluege (Platteville, Wis.), S - 2; MSG Donald French (Fayetteville,  

N.C.),  S - 4; SFC George Willis (Sierra Vista, Ariz.), S - 3; and SFC 

August Stangle (Canton, ILL), S - 1.  

  Distinguished guests among the many officers and enlisted men 

present included COL J oseph G. Clemons and CSM J.P. Meade, 

division chief of staff and command sergeant major respectively.  

  During the unique enlisted review, COL Barlow presented CSM 

McChesney  with the Bronze Star Medal, first, second and third oak 

leaf cluster; Army Comme ndation Medal, second oak leaf cluster and 

an Air Medal, first oak leaf cluster. CSM McChesney is being 

reassigned to Frankfurt, Germany.  

  The new Spt. Cmd. sergeant major is a veteran of 22 years who 

has served in Canada, Germany, France, Iran, Taiwan, and the Far 

East Command. He is presently starting his second tour in the 

Republic of Vietnam.  

  CSM Pike comes to this command from an assignment as CSM of the 

US Army Quartermaster School, Fort Lee, Va.   (Spt. Cmd. IO)   
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From Observation Tower  

By Raft To Dry Terrain  

 

 

 

 
 

Photo Caption: SP5 CLIFFORD DIROSHER (Pennelton, Ore.) of B. Co., 

23rd Supply and Transport Bn. ,  rides a raft to dry land from the 

observation tower.  (Photo by SP4 Paul B. Clark, Spt.  Cmd.)  

 

   CHU LAI --  As everyone who has been in Vietnam during the 

monsoon knows, when it rains, it pours.  The 23rd Supply and 

Transport Bn.  has found itself faced with an unusual problem --  a 

lake has been formed around the base of its observation towe r.  

    To solve the problem of transportation to and from the tower, 

which is centered in four feet of water, the 23rd S&T Bn .  has 

constructed a Tom Sawyer raft out of two empty fuel containers, 

water pipes, and lumber.  One hundred feet of clothesline ser ves 

to ferry the raft between dry land and the tower ladder.  

   As one entry in the Duty Officer's Lot stated, "...inspected 

bunker line and ferried over to tower."  

   The raft is fully operational: neither wind, rain, nor a 

monsoon flood can keep the men of 23rd S&T  from keeping a watchful 

eye out for the enemy.  (Spt. Cmd. IO)  
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It's A 'Gas If A Job'  

   LZ CRUNCH --  Just about everywhere you go throughout 

the division's area of operations, you run into 23rd 

Supply and Transport (S&T) Bn.  personnel doing a job 

that very seldom gets noticed.  Thirteen men at Hawk 

Hill, 18 men at Duc Pho, eight men at Quang Ngai and so 

on.  

   There is also a small detachment at this remote site 

-  two men from A Co., who are doing a much needed job in 

support of aviation operations.  Their primary mission 

is to refuel transit aircraft, and they do this around 

the clock.  

   The two men, SP4 Vicente Mendez (Gila Bend, Ariz.) 

and PVT William O. Wright (Bennington, Vt.) are directly 

respo nsible for four helicopters refueling pads, a 

diesel and mogas point and the emergency resupply of 

combat rations.  

   "We're not Kennedy International Airport, but we do a 

booming business," said Mendez.  

   Initially, the refuelling point was in support of  

11th Inf. Bde. operations.  At present, it also supports 

Division Arty. and Special Forces operations in the Minh 

Long district.  

   Whether it's north, south, east, or west if the 

Americal Div. has troops there, the Support Command's 

23rd S&T Bn . will be there with a supply point (Spt. 

Cmd. IO)  
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   CHU LAI -  Take one Division soldier, add one hundred orphans, 

season with a lot of concern and mix well with a great deal of 

interest at home and you have the begin ning of a worthwhile 

project.  

   SP4 Robert D. Schofield (Hawthorne, Calif.) of B Co., 23rd 

Supply and Transport Bn. , made a visit to the Tabitha Orphanage 

and School in An Tan, near Chu Lai last December. He saw more than 

100 children in need of clothing,  blankets, and sheets.  They had 

no toys.  

   Unable to forget those children and the conditions at the 

orphanage, Schofield decided to do something for them.  He wrote 

home and requested small blankets and other necessities which he 

planned to finance hims elf.  

   His mother, Mrs. Robert E. Schofield, was hesitant to undertake 

such a large project at first.  In a letter to Chaplain (MAJ) 

Clinton E. Grenz, Division Support Command chaplain, "The task 

seemed impossible at first, but I didn't want to disappoint  my 

son...he never does anything in a small way."  

   Mrs. Schofield used all media at her disposal, telephone, 

correspondence, and talking to friends.  Things started happening.  

   Friends and relatives all over the United S t ates began working 

to help fill  the request of SP4 Schofield Msgr Patrick I. Redahan 

pastor of St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church at Hawthorne, sent a 

large donation of goods for the children of the orphanage.  
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23rd S&T has new CO  

   By SSG V ern Kaiser  

   CHU LAI (DISCOM IO) -  Lieutenant Colonel Jozef Senna, Macon, 

Ga., assumed the command of the 23rd Supply and Transportation  

from Lieutenant Colonel Frank B. Wall, Springfield, Va., during a 

change of command ceremony.  

   Distinguished guest t o the ceremonies included Brigadier 

General Edwin L. Powell, Assistant Division Commander -  Maneuver 

and Brigadier General Roy L. Atteberry, Assistant Division 

Commander -  Support.  Colonel K.B. Barlow, 11th Infantry Brigade 

commander also attended.  

   Col onel Senna began his military career in the Navy in 1946.  

He entered the Army in 1948 and has served tours in England, 

Germany and is presently on his second tour in the Republic of 

Vietnam.  

   He comes to the 23rd S&T Battalion  from an assignment as 

Exec utive Officer of the Division Support Command where he has 

served since last November.  

   Colonel Wall commended the men during the ceremony.  "Your 

dedication and desire to accomplish the tasks at hand, your 

cheerful and rapid response to my every wish an d command has been 

a very humbling experience and I leave you far richer than when I 

came to you.  Thank you for your support which on your behalf I'm 

sure I can freely pledge to your new commander.  

   During the change of command ceremony, Colonel Wall re ceived 

the Legion of Merit.  
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                   ON THE ROAD TO TRA BONG  

                     By SP5 A.C. Barnett  

  CHU LAI (DIVARTY lO) -  A convoy Is like a roller coaster. It has only 

one direction, forwar d- and one sided, fast. You buy a ticket to ride the roller 

coaster but on a convoy the price you pay may be your life.  

  Tying the bandoleers of ammunition around their waists and adjusting the 

straps on their protective masks, the men congregated around their trucks.  At 

this point their mission was classified as secret.  

  Convoys are big business.  A lot of menôs lives, valuable vehicles and 

essential supplies are at stake.  Exposed on narrow treacherous roads for long, 

periods of time these metal chain s cannot stop to fight, they must shake off 

any attack and push on. Security elements are assigned specific sectors where 

they can repel any enemy that attempts to attack the main body. No detail must 

be overlooked.  

  For the past four days 27 armor - plate d tracked vehicles from H Troop, 17th 

Cavalry,  had swarmed over a desolate 17 mile stretch of road.  Part of the  

198th  Infantry Brigade these mighty Sheridan tanks and their assistants the 

scrappy 'A' Cavs had swept the road, a road that had not been cle ared for over 

a year and favorite location for enemy mines.  

  In their trucks the men waited for the final word from the convoy commander 

who was in radio contact with H Troop .  At last it came and 116 starters wound 

up their engines, 116 emergency brakes  were released, almost 300 men struggled 

into their flack jackets and steel helmets. As the convoy moved out the main 

gate the metallic snap of weapons being loaded broke the constant rumble of the 

straining engines.  

  The real business at hand only becam e serious again when they traded the 

smooth highway for the rutted dusty trail, leading due west to Tra Bong.  

  The first track and several trucks were met everywhere by excited children 

and curious adults.  The parade seemed endless.  The last vehicle of  the chain 

went almost unnoticed, the people had entirely enough of the dust and diesel 

fumes.  

  Watching the helicopters reconning their flanks and seeing the infantrymen 

rambling out of their holes to take pictures the men of the convoy began to 

feel un easy.  Why the heavy air support?  Why the unusual interest by the 

infantrymen?  The reason was soon revealed.  A Sheridan tank completely 

destroyed lay smoldering on its side, the turret 20 yards away on the other 

side of the road. Drivers and guards beca me very aware of the meager protection 

provided by the sandbags under their feet.  

  After more than four hours on the road the convoy entered Tra Bong the 

half - way point and old tensions were exchanged for new pressures.  

  The trucks with artillery ammo peeled off and headed to the storage area of 

Alpha Battery.  Other vehicles sped to the Caribou runway where they disgorged 

their tons of asphalt to the waiting engineers. More than ten tons of rice for 

the local Vietnamese were handed over to the authorit ies.  

  The MPs waived the lead vehicles back to the road. The run home.  

 Mission completed successfully; another convoy safely home. The artillery will 

continue to fire, the Caribou will continue to fly, and the hungry villagers 

will be fed.  

  But how d o you measure a convoy?  The logistics people must record the number 

of miles, and vehicles, tons of payload and casualties, but the real yardstick 

is comprised of sweatbands, duty nostrils, heartbeats and hot sodas. The 

heroes, as always, unseen, are the men of H Troop , who made it possible and 

paid the price.   

 

(Continued)  



 

(Continued)  
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                    (Continued)  

                   ON THE ROAD TO TRA BONG  

                   Story and photos by SP5 A. C.  

                Barnett and SP4 Louis Featherman  

Photo Captions:  

 

 
 

 

1)   Vehicles of the 23rd Supply and Transportation Battalion  move 

along the Tra Bong Road in a convoy delivering supplies to the 

Special Forces advised Civilian Irregular Defense Gro up camp.  The 

road had not been used in over a year.  


