4/31st Infantry Battalion Compilation of Vietham Articles

Forwarding note from Leslie Hines, ADVA Vietnam era historian for 2018.

The Ameri cal Division Veterands Association Historica
reports, unit albums, casualty reports, KIA information, videos and maps relating to units that
served with the Americal Division. My work on this effort began way back in the 1990s. Many
items came from veterans sharing their news articles with me or from tedious efforts to locate and
transcribe the text and images from microfilm copies. Today the data base now holds
approximately 40% of the stories of our service in the Americal Division and supporting units. But
it is the result of my best effort.
| have realized that it might be difficult for a veteran to find stories about their battalion from the
data base if they did not have some computer skills. This compilation may come too late for some,
but it is always something that I h o presame btieat woul d be
helpful soul as | continued to add more material to the data base. But it is time that | start making
the effort. If for no other reason than to illustrate what can be done if someone makes the effort to
compile their own unit stories from the data base.

This compilation |imited to only news stories. These
AArmy Reportero which published many of the articles
Information Office. It also includes brigade command newsletters (196th LIB), the division daily

newsheets, the Americal Division magazines (12 issues), the Americal Division Book (printed in

July 1970), and 117 issues of the ASouthern Crosso pu
sources of stories that were not included in the compilation were the ADVA Newsletter/Journal

storiesandthe 4/31t h Batt ali on Newsl|l etters. Some of the ADVA 0
as read only i mages. T h e can [z searehed etedtronicdle and DVA A Jour nal
currently is complete. It would be possible to select several more articles if | had time to research

stories that did not provide the company name. For example a story might only refer to the action

of a unit of the Americal Division or the 196th Bde engaging the enemy. If the story indicated their

were 23 enemy killed and a cache of 12 B-40 rockets | might be able to identify that the company

was from the 4/31st Inf. Bn. from the Division S2/S3 TOC reports. Without this determination we

only know that it was an Americal or 196th Brigade unit.

Note: References to photos may indicate that we have an image taken from microfilm or xerox
copy. These may be found in PDF files in the historical data base or you may request copies of
the images the ADVA historian.

Three tour books for the 4/31st Inf. Bn. have been located. These books are similar to high school
year books. These were created under the direction of the officer assigned duties as historian for
the battalion. The 1966, 1968, and 1971 196th LIB albums include the 4/31st Inf. Bn..

There is a historical account of the 31st Rgt that includes Vietham. This information will not be
included in this compilation. This was prepared by a 31st Regimental National Guard unit in
1987. Another history of the 4/31st Inf. Bn,s service in Vietham has been prepared for the 31st
Regimental Association and is currently available from LTC. James Sims.

Also, there were battalion newsletters printed for infantry battalions in the 196th Inf. Bde. as well
as a newsletter for the 196th Inf. Bde. To date we have only been able to locate 22 of the 196th
Bde newsletters Charger. To date none of the 4/31st newsletters have been located. And there
are very few 4/31st Inf. Bn. Battalion S2/S3 images. Some quarterly historical summaries exist for
the 5/46th Inf. Bn but none have been found for the 4/31st Inf. Bn.

Another source that has not been worked is the Americal Division news releases sent to home
town newspapers with stories about our veterans.



Unit awards for the 4/31st Inf. Bn.
SOURCE: Department of the Army Pamphlet 762-3

Unit Citation and Campaign Participation Credit Register

(1960-1978) Dated: May 1980

ABBREVIATIONS:

DAGO: Department of the Army General Order

PUC: U.S. Army Presidential Unit Citation

VUA: U.S. Army Valorous Unit Award

MUC: U.S. Army Meritorious Unit Citation

RVNGC: Republic Of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit Citation

RVNCAHM Republic of Vietnam Civil Actions Honor Medal - First Class
Unit Citation

N-PUC U.S. Navy Presidential Unit Citation

N-MUC U.S. Navy Meritorious Unit Citation

HHC Headquarters & Headquarters Company

HHB Headquarters & Headquarters Battery

DETACH Detachment

4th Bn, 31st Inf
PUC11-31 Aug 69 DAGO 42, 1971
VUAL5 Nov 67 - 3 Feb 68 DAGO 5, 1969
RVNGC16 Apr 69 - 28 Aug 69 DAGO 6, 1974
RVNGC24 Aug 69 - 31 Dec 69 DAGO 6, 1974
RVNGC31 Mar 70 - 30 Jun 70 DAGO 6, 1974
RVNGC1 Mar 71 - 9 Oct 71 DAGO 6, 1974
HHC, 4th Bn, 31st Inf
RVNGC1 Apr 71 - 30 Jun 71 DAGO 6, 1974
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INFORMATION OFFICE
HQ AMERICAL DIVISION
APO San Francisco 96374
Tel: Americal 541

AMERICAL DIVISION HISTORY
PART |

The reactivated Americal Division owes its early history to the formation of a task force which
deployed to the South Pacific in World War Il. In 1942, a task force was formed to defend the
island of New Calendonia. The organization, designated Task Force 6814, was commanded by
Brigadier General Alexander M. Patch. It left New York on Jan. 23, 1942 for New Caledonia,
going by way of Panama and Australia. The original Task Force 6814 was composed of the 132d,
164th and 182d Infantry Regiments; the 245th, 246th and 247th Field Artillery Battalions (Light);
and the 221st Field Artillery Battalion (Medium). Forty-five percent of the strength came from
Massachusetts troops of the 26th Infantry Division's 51st Infantry Regiment; the remainder came
mostly from lllinois and North Dakota. The troops trained on board ship while enroute to New
Caledonia and after arrival at Noumea, New Caledonia on March 12, 1942, continued training for
combat in jungle terrain.

On May 27, 1942, the task force was reconstituted and organized as the AMERICAL DIVISION.
The name was derived from combining "America" and "Caledonia". The newly-designated
division adopted a shoulder patch of four white stars on a blue field. The stars are in the form of
the Southern Cross, indicating organization of the division south of the Equator.

The division continued training until the 164th Infantry Regiment went into action on
Guadalcanal on Oct. 13, 1942 -- the first U.S. Army unit to conduct an offensive operation against
the enemy in any theater during World War Il. Elements of the division defended Henderson Field
against heavy enemy at tacks during Oct. 23 through Oct. 25, 1942 and took part in the offensive
across the Matanikau River in November. Organized resistance ended in January and the
division left the front lines Feb. 9, 1943.

The Americal Division moved to the Fiji Islands beginning March 5, 1943 to assume the defense
of the main island of Viti Navu and to engage in extensive training. During the period Dec. 25,
1943 to Jan. 12, 1944 the Americal landed on Bougainville. The division went on the offensive
during March and April 1944, driving the Japanese east of the Maravia River and seized strategic
hill masses and commanding terrain. Training and long-range patrol activity then continued until
Nov. 30, 1944, when the division was relieved. On Jan. 8, 1945, the division moved to Leyte and
Samar to take part in cleaning out the remaining Japanese forces on those islands. Leaving on
March 13, 1945 from Leyte, the division landed on Cebu on March 26 and seized the city airfield
in two days. Divisional combat teams made landings on Bohol Negros and Mindanao, where they
cleared out pockets of resisting Japanese. On June 17 the division returned to Cebu, arriving on
June 25. Training continued on Cebu for the proposed invasion of Japan.

On Sept. 10, 1945, the Americal Division landed in Japan and took part in the occupation of the
Yokohama-Kawasaki-Yokosuka area. Elements began to leave on Nov. 29, 1945 for the United
States where the division was inactivated on Dec. 12, 1945, at Fort Lawton, Washington.

WWII: Battle Credits and Awards:
Campaign Patrticipation Credit:
World War Il: Guadalcanal: Northern Solomons: Southern Philippines (w/arrowhead): Leyte
Decorations:
Presidential Unit Citation (Navy) - Streamer Embroidered:
GUADALCANAL
Philippine Presidential Unit Citation - Streamer Embroidered:
October 17, 1944 to July 4, 1945
Distinguished Unit Citation to Company E, 182d Infantry
Regiment, March 10 - March 11, 1944



PART Il
AMERICAL DIVISION HISTORY in Vietnam through 1967:

In Feb. 1967, COMUSMACYV, General William C. Westmoreland, formed a
planning  group to organize an Army task force to send to the troubled |

Corps area of South Vietnam. This planning group, led by Major General

William B. Rosson (later Lieutenant General) formed a multi - brigade
force comprised of the 196 th Light Infantry Brigade; the 1st Brigade,

101st Airborne Division; and the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division

(later de  signated 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry Division).

The task force became operational April 20, 1967, under control of 11|

Marine Amphibious Force (Il MAF), with the 196th beginning operations
near Chu Lai, in Quang Tin and Quang Ngai Provinces, and the 3d
Brig ade, 4th Infantry conducting search and destroy operations in
Southern Quang Ngai Province. In May, 1967, the 1st Brigade, 101st
Airborne arrived at Duc Pho and began operations in the jungles west of
there.

Early offensive operations conducted by Task Force Oregon included:
Malheur 1, and Malheur Il, Hood River, Benton, and Cook. On Sept. 11,
1967, Operation Wheeler was launched against elements of the 2nd NVA
Division in the area northwest of Chu Lai.

On Sept. 22, 1967, Brigadier General Samuel W. Koster assumed
command
of the task force, succeeding Maj. General Richard T. Knowles. On Sept.

25, 1967, Task Force Oregon was reconstituted and redesignated as
the Americal Division with an organization to consist of the 196th,

198th and 11th Infantry Brigades. Operation Wheeler continued and on
October 4, 1967, the 3rd Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) was

placed under operational control of the Americal Division. The "Garry

Owen" brigade immediately launched Operation Wallowa in the northern
sector of the Americal's area of operation. On October 22, 1967 the
198th Light Infantry Brigade arrived in Vietnam to become part of the

Americal Division. The 198th Deployed initially to Duc Pho for combat
training. Upon completion of the tra ining, the brigade moved to the

Chu Lai area and relieved the 196th Brigade in place. The 196th then
assumed responsibility for the operational area of the 1st Brigade,
101st Airborne Division, which departed the Americal Division for Il
Corps Tactical Zone on November 26, 1967. Operation Wheeler and
Wallowa were combined on November 11, and the Wheeler/Wallowa operation
conducted by the 196th Infantry Brigade, and the 3rd Brigade, 1st Air
Cavalry set the pace for Americal action in Quang Nam Provinces.
An official change of colors ceremony was held on October 26, and
the
Americal Division became the seventh Army Division fighting in Vietham.
General S.W. Koster, Commanding General, Americal Division, was

promoted to Major General on the same day. Bat talions of the 3d
Brigade, 4th Infantry Division were employed in the Duc Pho area of

operations throughout 1967 and in 1968 controlled Operation Muscatine.
Maneuver battalions of the brigade were also deployed in the northern

provinces, and took part in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. The 3d Brigade
conducted combat operations in the mountains west of Duc Pho, and

assisted in

the combat orientation of the 198th Light Infantry Brigade during
October and November 1967, and of the 11th Light Infantry Brigade,

which arrived in Vietham on December 20. Operation Muscatine, a multi -
battalion operation in the northern districts of Quang Ngai Province,

was launched in early December by the 198th Brigade and units of the

3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry. The 3d Brigade, 4th | nfantry assumed

control of the operation January 2, 1968.



The "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Infantry Brigade deployed
initially to Duc Pho, and underwent combat training in that area.
Combat operations were ater begun in the Duc Pho area of operations
The end of 1967 saw the organization of the Americal Division as
follows:
196th Brigade; the 198th Brigade; 11th Brigade; 3d Brigade, 4th
Infantry; and the 3d Brigade, 1st Cavalry.

-END-



Historical Summary document located at the American History Education Center at Carlisle
Barracks, PA.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry
196th Infantry Brigade, 23rd Infantry Division
APO San Francisco 96256

UNIT HISTORY

The 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry was activated at Fort Devens, Massachusetts on 10
September 1965, and trained at Fort Devens, Camp Edwards and Camp Drum. At 2018
hours 15 July 1966 the unit embarked for Vietnam. The movement was the largest single
unit move in the history of the United States Navy. The battalion landed at Vung Tau on
15 August 1966 and immediately departed for Tay Ninh.

On 8 September 1966 the Polar Bears entered combat operations at Dau Tieng with
slight contact. They were attached to the 25th Infantry Division and were actively
engaged in Operation Attleboro in Tay Ninh Province. On 19 September 1966 we
suffered our first combat death. The unit closed out the year near Nui Ba Den on
Operation Fitchburg.

In February 1967 the unit was on the short Operation Gadsden. Upon ter
mination of that operation we entered Junction City. The Polar Bears were on the
Cambodia Border and lost twenty-seven good men, but they took 282
of the Reds with them.

Then North to | Corps in April 1967 on Operation Oregon. In Binh SonProvinee
[district] we saw some of our fiercest fighting. In June 1967 the battalion entered and
conducted operations around Tam Ky. On 15 November 1967 the unit joined the
Americal Division in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. So we headed Northwest to an area
we would come to know so well: Que Son and Hiep Duc Valleys. Thus Phase | of the
operation began. The Polar Bears 4th Battalion would become engaged in its heaviest
fighting since it came to Vietham. We were to break the hold that the 2nd NVA Division
had on the area. the AWhite Bear o broke
lost 106 men while six men were lost by the 4th Bn 31st Inf. Thus the Bears
ended 1967.

Butthe2nd NVA Division was m
Brigadeo. On 2 January 19
contact.

It broke loose on the third. For a while Delta was surrounded. The fighting was very
intense until 12 January 1968 and slaked off until it ceased on 27 January. The unit
closed FSB West temporarily on 3 February 968 and moved to LZ Baldy and joined the
3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry Diviion. In March 1968 LZ Ryder was the Bears den for a brief
period. In April another U.S. Division, the 1st Calvary, was blessed with the 4th of
the 31st. And Operation Delaware had us operating around Camp Evans.

May 14 the Battalion returned to LZ West. On the next day we were welcomed back by
mortar and .51 caliber fire. The next two weeks saw us holding off and NVA Regiment.

In June and July 1968 the temporary bases of Mellon, Richards, Gimlet and Polar Bear
Il were opened. During this period the enemy was bold; they used bull dozers around
Kham Duc. The lull continued until November 1968.
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The unit, on a search and clear mission just to the North of West, ran into an NVA
battalion. It took some doing but we cleaned out Hill 441 for the first time. The battalion
moved further North into Antenna Valley to harass and interdict the enemy lodged there.
We returned to Hiep Duc and LZ West in January 1969.
In late April early May 1969 the unit assisted in re-establishing the village of Hiep Duc.
Company ADO initiated construction on FSB Siberi
InMayt he Brigadeds rear at LZ Baldy came under at
brunt of the attack and while doing so they also inflicted over half of the casualties on the
sappers.
Back at the ranch in June the battalion was again in contact with the 2nd NVA. In July
sporadic contact continued. August brought the largest attack yet to the Hiep Duc area.
During the period from 17 to 25 August 1969, the unit was credited with 531 NVA KIAs.
Ironically the majority of them were from the 31st Main Force Regiment of the 2nd NVA
Division. The heavy fighting was ended by an attack on FSB Siberia which failed. The
Polar Bears closed out the year by protecting Hiep Duc and moving its rear to Chu Lai
from LZ Baldy.
In January 1970 there were numerous contacts with one or two enemy. An unusual
amount seemed well fed and were not alert. Contacts picked up in February 1970
because of the many sweeps and reconnaissance-in-force operations that the Battalion
conducted. The fighting was moderate to heavy throughout the AO in March. The enemy
hid and rested until 30 April and the battle commenced with an attack on Hiep Duc Village
and District Headquarters at LZ Karen. The unit received its initial contact
when LZ Siberia was hit. Manuever elements moved to contact with the Recon Platoon
being the first to engage the enemy. Before the day was over C 2/1 and A 3/21 were
attached to the battalion. The 1stof Mayallorgani ¢ and attached units exi«
contact. The 2nd of May Recon Platoon and A 3/21 were withdrawn from contact
because of so great a loss of personnel. They pulled back and resumed the defense of
LZ West.

By 12 May Hiep Duc was secure in the day and, except for the extreme Western
hamlets, it was secure at night. On 14 May 1970 A 3/21 and C 2/1 were returned to their
respective battalions. The 1st Squadron 1st Cavalry was attached to the battalion and
with their armor assisted greatly in mop-up operations. The fire bases continued
receiving indirect fire through 21 May but the maneuver elements had very light contact.
On23May Company ACO was cross attached to 1/1 Cav
Battalion 21st Infantry conducted search and clear operations in the Eastern half of Hiep
Duc Valley and the Cav worked the roads along the Northern edge of the valley. Contact
picked up again on 24 May and continued until 29 May.

The offensive was disastrous to the 2nd NVA Division with over 700 enemy bodies
counted. One villager stated he saw thirty to forty wounded going through his village
every night. A Hoi Chan stated that he knew of 700 deaths in his regiment alone. And
again one of the enemy elements was the 4th Battalion 31st MF Regiment. On 13 June
1970, the last incoming rounds impacted on LZ Siberia. LZ Prep was opened on 18 Jun
1970 in the South Central part of the AO by Recon Platoon. The Western part of the area
was searched and cleared during July. The unit combined with the CIDG and
worked around Hau Duc to the southeast of LZ West. On 10 August 1970 Company ii C 0
was attached to the 2nd Battalion 1st Infantry for operations around Kham Duc on the
border. The company returned to battalion control on 16 September 1970.



October was the month of Eagle Flights with light contact. On 20 November 1970 FSB
Pratt was opened in the north Central part of the AO. This area was just out of the 105
Artillery range of LZ Siberia. Immediately the Battalion began finding caches on both
sides of the river and had light enemy contact. Among the items found were numerous
122mm rockets, 82mm mortars with ammunition, tons of rice, corn and peanuts and
thousands of small arms ammunition and explosives. Over 20 sampans were destroyed
dealing a decisive blow to the enemy. Smaller caches turned up in December. A
propagandapl ant with printed | eaflets asking Gls to A0
and destroyed. The operation ended on 15 December 1970. The year was closed out
with a few cordon and search operations around Hiep Duc.
Company fACO c ondu cleaeogeration ® ¢ha MoctheasteohQiie Son and
caught a boobytrap maker red handed in January 1971. Companyi A6, wor ki ng on t hi
extreme Southern edge of the AO found another large cache consisting of tons of
ammunition and medical supplies. Overtwentyof t he enemy Chi eu Hoi 6d du
to District headquarters at LZ Karen. They were starving and sick with malaria.
Company A Co Hoi @Ghanhs)fgund alP®W cage with nine captives in February
1971. Unfortunately no Gls were found.
March 1971 came in like a lion with activity picking up and moderate to heavy contact.
And it was the beginning of the end. We started road clearing operations from Son Hoa
to LZ Ross to enable convoys to reach LZ Center as the 3rd Battalion 21st Infantry could
truck to Danang. The clearing operation was marked by snipers and booby traps. The
month of April was bad Doal boebywadr apsicesNCAmp a oyn
on 6 April, and it continued. The battalion kept the road open with no loss of vehicles or
lives on the road itself. The 12th of April we had lost our last man. During the month
Companies fAiBo0O and ADO secured LZ Young and Pl eas
end of April we moved to a new AO to the Northwest of Danang. In June we packed our
rucks and headed South to head off a VC Battalion around LZ Center. Noenemy forces
were found so we returned North to Danang. Another firebase was built, Hill 502, but
again there was no contact. We moved back to Hill 350, our permanent base outside of
Danang and worked our AO. While doing so we opened a temporary FSB which was
called New Siberia; it was the Northernmaost firebase in the 23rd Infantry division. We
named it for the old FSB and the Regiments operations in that far northern land in 1918.
We were becoming expert in opening and closing firebases. It
was here in July 1971 that the Polar Bears had had no contact since April.
The spell was broken when Company ACO0O attached t
combat assault had three people wounded when the prop wash of a lift helicopter
detonated a booby trap. They were the last WIA in the Battalion.
In the meantime Hiep Duc district was again being threatened, so back the Polar Bears
went opening LZ Siberiaand LZ Westag ai n . Company ABO0 found a couj
fields and were hot toeyweseacahad batletdtse Danarey area. wh e n
On the fifteenth day of September 1971 the Battalion was given its Keystone Briefing.
We were going home. The Polar Bears ceased all tactical operations on 4 October 1971.
The colors were redeployed to Fort Lewis, Washington of 24 October 1971 for
deactivation. So ended five years, two months and nine days of active combat in the
Republic of Vietnam.



03Sep66-196th Lt. Inf. Bde Joins 25th Inf. Div.

VUNG TAU, (25th INF-IO) -The 196th Light Infantry Brigade (Separate) from Fort Devens,
Massachusetts, arrived here, last week, aboard the troop transport General Patch.

The new brigade, the first light infantry brigade in U.S. military history, has been attached to the 25th
Infantry Division and was deployed to Tay Ninh under the command of Brig. Gen. Edward H. de
Saussure Jr., formerly assistant division commander of the 25th.

With the attachment of the 196th, the 25th Infantry Division becomes the largest U.S. combat force
in Vietnam. The Division's 1st and 2nd Brigades are located at Cu Chi, along with the 25th Division
Artillery Support Command and Division Headquarters. The 3rd Brigade Task Force of the 25th
Division is located at Pleiku in the central highlands.

Activated at Fort Devens on September 15, 1965, the 196th Brigade underwent eight strenuous
months of individual and unit training. Approximately 50 per cent of the brigade were inexperienced
soldiers when they began training. The brigade trained their men as a unit all the way from basic
combat training to advanced individual training through large unit tactical operations training. Colonel
Francis S. Conaty Jr., deputy commander, took the brigade through the rigorous training program.

During the latter stages of the training program, heavy emphasis was put on counter-guerrilla,
counter-insurgency training. To authenticate the training, the brigade secured the services of a
Special Forces A team of Vietham veterans. The green berets organized and trained teams to act as
the Viet Cong during brigade-size tactical training exercises.

Major units of the new brigade are the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry; 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry; 2nd
Battalion, 1st Infantry and the 82nd Artillery Battalion.

The 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry "Polar Bears" was organized in the Philippines in 1916 and served in
Siberia during the Russian Revolution in 1917. The "Polar Bears," whose motto is "Pro Patrai" - For
Country - also served with distinction in Korea at Heartbreak Ridge and Porkchop Hill.

The 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry "Gimlets" was born by proclamation of President Lincoln in 1862 and
earned 11 battle streamers at such places as Fredericksburg and Chancellorville. As a member of the
Hawaiian Division during World War I, the "Gimlets,” whose motto is "Duty,” served in New Guinea
and the Phillippines.

The 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry "Guardians of the Frontier" is the second oldest regiment in the
regular Army having been organized in 1791. The "Guardians," whose motto is Emper Primus"” -
Always First - have served in every major conflict except World War | since the War of 1812. The unit
served in both theaters during World War |l.

The 82nd Atrtillery Battalion, organized since World @ar 1, has seen action in every major conflict
since that time, gaining special distinction during World War il and the Korean War.

Photo Caption - 196TH LT. INF. ARRIVES - Colonel Francis S. Conaty Jr. leads the members of the
staff of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade ashore as the unit lands at Vung Tau. The 3800-man brigade
arrived aboard the "General Patch" from Boston, Mass.

(Photo by Sp5 Cal Puckett, USARV-IO)
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Huge Rice Caches Uncovered

LZ HAWK HILL (USA) i If an army really does travel on its stomach, the n a lot of Viet Cong must
be moving very slowly these days, at least in the area of the 196th Infantry Brigade. The brigade
recently captured over 60,000 pounds of enemy rice in a period of 26 days.

It all began when Delta Company, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, discovered 1,500 pounds of grain
20 miles west of the coastal city of Tam Ky. Throughout the next week, the brigade continued to
find more hidden storehouses.

Then came the biggest find of them all.

Early one morning, Alpha Company, 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry, began to search a hootch area
18 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Soon the AMERICAL Division infantrymen were flooded by rice.

AiwWe found rice ingiattéohabarweallsanidnhb8den und
Staff Sergeant Lon Engwis of Midland, Mich. fi

Before the day was over, the men of Alpha Company had netted 22,000 pounds of the
unpolished grain.

Over the next three days, men of the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf., found three more tons of rice in nearby
areas.

A week later, Charlie Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, operating seven miles west of Tam
Ky, discovered over a ton of rice under a false floor. Not wanting to pass up a good thing, the
company continued to search the area for two more days and found 8,800 more pounds.

Delta Company, from the same battalion, found two more tons as the 26-day period drew to a
close.

AThe Viet Cong have suffered critical food shortages
Marty Santa Cruz, Calif., psychol ogi ceaehtcachper ati ons of
must have caused them incalcul able problems. 0o

Perhaps more eloquent testimony came from a former NVA who recently rallied to the 196th Inf.

Bde. When asked to describe his daily ration of rice, the rallier drew a tiny circle in the palm of his
hand.

er | ar
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From the Army Reporter

290ct66-'Polar Bears' Win Friends

TAY NINH, (25th INF-IO)-"Polar Bears" entered the hamlet of Ap Thai Thuong recently.

These Polar Bears were men of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, 196th Light Infantry Brigade, 25th
Infantry Division going in to set up their medical Civic Action program.

A team headed by Capt. Leonard W. Martinec, battalion surgeon, went to work setting up the
dispensary in one of the villager's homes. By noon, more than 140 patients had been treated, and the
lines continued to grow outside the dispensary.

After the break for lunch, the team worked until all patients had been examined.

Martinec commented that most of the people whom they treated had minor ailments. "We
administer antibiotics now, and when we rotate back to this village in a couple of weeks, we can
continue the medication. Of course, the more serious cases are forwarded to the province hospital.

11Nov66-Polar Bears Score Well

TAY NINH, (25th INF-IO) -

In a battalion size operation eight miles west of here, elements of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade,
25th Infantry Division killed two Viet Cong and captured a cache of arms, equipment, and supplies.

Operating in a dense jungle, the Polar Bears of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry uncovered a total of
5000 pounds of rice. They also discovered a 300-foot multi-layer tunnel, the largest tunnel complex
yet found by the brigade. It had evidence of occupancy within 48 minutes of the unit's arrival.
Cooking and eating utensils and fresh leaves were found.

The Polar Bears also captured 13 rounds of 2.75mm ammunition, mortar rounds, one rifle, two
grenade launchers, 250 rounds of .45 cal ammunition, 312 rounds of 7.62 ammunition, 45 rounds of
.30 cal. ammunition, and one type-writer.

03Dec66-VC Snipers Pin Pltn For 2 Hrs

TAY NINH, (196th INF-IO) - Lieutenant James B. Reynolds recently took his platoon from Company
C, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, on a probing mission and wound up spending two hours in hell.

Reynolds and his platoon went 150 meters up the impregnable Nui Ba Den mountain, a long known
Viet Cong stronghold that rises 3232 feet high, seven miles from the 196th Light Infantry Brigade's
base camp here.

Before starting up into the area, artillery preparations hammered at the heavy underbrush that
covers the mountain. "We .....(rest of article cut missed in making copies).



Army Reporter Story
03Dec66-45th Surgical Hospital Serves 196th Inf Bde

Story by 1st Log-10

Forty-five miles northwest of Saigon on the fringe of the hotly contested War Zone C, an unusual
sight greets wounded soldiers being brought to medical care at the base camp of the 196th Light
Infantry Brigade.

Resembling a series of long balloon like quonset lying on the ground, the 1st Logistical Command's
45th Surgical Hospital stands ready to provide combat soldiers with the latest and most efficient
surgical care available in the Army.

Commanded by Doctor (Maj.) Charles M. Lyon, the 44th Medical Brigade facility is the first Army
hospital to use the Medical Unit Self Contained Transportable (MUST) equipment. "There was an
immediate need for a surgical hospital in the Tay Ninh area,” said Major Lyon, "and the 45th, which
became operational within 5 days after receiving its new MUST equipment, is the answer to that
need."

The mobile MUST system has three basic components: expandable shelters housing completely-
equipped operating rooms, centralized material service, and laboratory; inflatable shelters that are
used as wards for patients; and utility packs to provide electrical power, air-conditioning and heating,
water heating and pumping and air pressure.

Captain David R. Barton stated that the air-conditioned environment not only makes the patients
more comfortable, but also helps the medical personnel work longer hours and stay "more alert,
refreshed, and efficient.”

The 45th. one of more than a dozen hospitals controlled by the 44th Medical Brigade, presently has
a 60-bed capacity and a 40-bed emergency expansion capacity. It has the same organization and
mission as any other mobile surgical hospital.

"In Vietnam," claimed Col. Ray L. Miller, commanding officer of the 44th Medical Brigade. "where
minutes often mean lives, the availability of such a sophisticated medical treatment facility this close to
actual combat elements, will definitely aid the Medical Corps in the battle to keep the death rate
among our wounded as low as humanly possible." Colonel Miller, a doctor himself, added, "the death
rate among all the wounded we treat here in Vietnam is less than one percent, history's lowest mark.

Some of the extensive, modern medical equipment for the 45th. includes a surgical table that floats
on air for movement within the operating room and double-stacked sterilizer that provides twice the
capacity and speed of operation as previous equipment.

Major Sara N. Lundy, chief nurse, pointed out some of the hospital's other distinctive features.
Among these were the ingenious medical cabinets and chest fronts that convert into sturdy functional
tables; modern battery-powered, omni-directional, field operating lamps which have never before
been available in field hospitals; a compact, all-purpose laboratory that provides "blood-banking" and
all laboratory services except tissue examination.

The hospital also has a lightweight, adjustable field hospital bed that has a unique inflatable
mattress which provides mattress-like comfort. In demonstrating the seven poind, adjustable, easy-to-
handle hospital beds, Major Lundy said the 30-inch height of the beds enables the nurses to serve the
patients easier and more efficiently” than the old style 24-inch high cots.

Although MUST equipment has been displayed at medical exhibitions in New York, St. Louis, San
Francisco, and San Antonio, this is the first deployment to a combat zone of the modern combat
medical facility.

MUST elements, according to medial experts, are compact, lightweight, easily moveable, and by
combining equipped functional elements of the MUST system, it can be assembled into the various
types of field hospitals.

(Continued)



(Continued)

Photo 1-EASILY TRANSPORTABLE- by air, the MUST unit is airlifted off the back of a truck by a
CH-47 Chinook. (Photo by Garrett Co.)

Photo 2-LABORATORY TECHNICIAN-uses the MUST unit too. Equipment in the unit enables
technicians to do various types of on-the-spot medical research. (Photo by Armed Forces Institute of
Pathology)

Photo 3- TREATING A PATIENT-in the MUST unit, a nurse offers him a sip of water. The inflatable
units are air-conditioned, offering as much patient comfort as possible (Photo by 7th PI Det.)

Photo 4-A FINAL CHECK - is given the unit's anesthesia gas machine before surgery. Okaying the
equipment are Capt. Marvin Roberts (left) and Maj. Dale Hawkins of the 45th. (Photo by 7th PI Det.)

Photo 5-SURGERY-of almost any type can be done in the MUST unit. Here, surgeons perform an
operation under field conditions, but with all the facilites and conveniences of a normal hospital
operating room. (Photo by Garrett Co.)

Photo 6-INFLATING A SHELTER-Major Charles M. Lyon, the commander of the 45th Surgical
Hospital, directs the inflation of a MUST shelter. (Photo by 7th Pl Det.

Photos by 7th Pl Det., Garrett Co., and Armed Forces Institute of Pathology.



Article from the Army Reporter

03Dec66-COs Change At 196th Inf

TAY NINH, (196th INF-IO) - Brigadier General Richard T. Knowles, former Il Field Force , Vietham
(IFFV) Chief of Staff, recently assumed command of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade here.

In taking over one of the Army's newest combat units, General Knowles replaced Brigadier General
Edward H. de-Saussure Jr., who has been reassigned to | Field Force, Vietnam.

The 196th Light Infantry Brigade is termed "light" for its absence of the heavier type of arms and
equipment normally found in most infantry brigades. Yet, in essence, it is a miniature division,
streamlined for greater mobility. It has its own organic support element, maneuver infantry battalions,
cavalry troop, and artillery battalion.

General Knowles is a graduate of the Artillery School's basic and advanced courses, and the
Command and General Staff College, and the U.S. Army War College. He completed airborne
training in 1963.

10Dec66-Vietham Communique
196th Light Infantry Brigade - Attached to the 25th Inf. Div. for Operation Paul Revere IV, Light
friendly casualties are reported as the operation continues.



Article from the Army Reporter
10Dec66-Individual Heroism Recalled
196th Looks On 'Attleboro’ As The Battle of Dau Tieng

TAY NINH, (196th INF-10O) Officially called Operation Attleboro, it was known to the men who fought
it as "The Battle of Dau Tieng."

Heroes were common during those days of bitter fighting in a piece of jungle real-estate vital to the
Viet Cong. The heroic actions of many of these men may never be told.

The 25th Infantry Division's 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry Wolfhounds had become pinned down
under a murderous hail of small arms fire, punctuated heavily with Chines claymore mines, mortars,
and "Banzai" charges. True to their long heritage of raw courage, the Wolfhounds, although
outnumbered to a man, punched back and slammed the VC with heavy losses.

But the battle kept on, and soon the Wolfhounds' Company C found itself cut off and alone with
darkness fast approaching.

Among the units sent in to make contact with Co. C. was the 196th Light Infantry Brigade's 2nd
Battalion, 1st Infantry Guardians. The battalion's own Company C had tried unsuccessfully during the
day to free the trapped unit. Now with dusk as a hope for concealment, the company set out once
again.

Lieutenant Joe Babb's first platoon took the lead as the company moved out in single file. The
stranded Wolfhounds fired flares to mark their position. Automatic weapons fire cut down a couple of
men in the lead element of the relief column. They were returned to the rear. Pressing forward, the
company took more casualties.

A fire team of the lead squad became separated and pinned down. 1st Sgt. Patrick Campbell
crawled through thick fire to see if he could get them out. Moving back, he called for a litter evacuate
two wounded men. He along with Sp4 William Snyder, braved heavy enemy fire returning the
wounded and successfully evacuated them to the rear under the protective fire of the first platoon.

Heavy fire continued to pour in on the Guardians causing more casualties. It was too dark to
pinpoint the VC fire lanes.

Lieutenant Babb remembers a feeling of helplessness. "Wounded men had to be dragged to the
rear under intense fire. There were no stretchers. There was no morphine. You couldn't even see
who it was you were trying to pull back into the perimeter. Medics had to treat wounds by touch. It
was too dark to see how badly hurt a man was.

By early morning, all the wounded had been pulled back and evacuated from the helicopter landing
zone.

A few hours later, a new relief attempt was begun with Company of the Guardians maneuvering on
the left and Company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry Polar Bears, on the right. Maneuvering
several hundred meters, Lt. James G. Armstrong's third platoon of the Guardians broke into a clearing
where they spotted the beleaguered Wolfhounds' command post area. The platoon began advancing
toward the VC fire. The Wolfhounds" one remaining officer warned against an assault into the Viet
Cong's well dug in position. By now VC dead could be seen spread through the jungle.

The Guardians' Alpha Company commander, Capt. Delbert F. Schouse put out the word to retrieve
the pinned down men and to get the wounded to the rear. Lieutenant Armstrong's platoon got several
of the pinned down men and began dragging out the wounded. The company medic crawled out with
men on his back. The VC continued to pour murderous fire from their well dug in positions. Snipers in
trees picked at the harried men below.

Staff Sergeant Russell V. Sith and his squad went in to evacuate the wounded and the dead. The
VC opened up with everything they had. With fire all around, the squad stayed for two hours,
retrieving bodies, shooting VC in the trees, and taking only minor casualties. Two men crawled
around the left flank and were repulsed. Two other men, although badly wounded, got up and walked
out.

The next day air strikes were called in, softening the area enough to permit extraction of all
American casualties.




Army Reporter Article

17Dec66-196th Inf Duo Wipe Out 2 VC Positions

TAY NINH, (196th INF-IO)- Two men from Company A, 4th Battalion 31st Infantry 196th Light
Infantry Brigade, pooled their combat skills and wiped out two entrenched Viet Cong positions.

Sergeant Steve J. Segal, a mortar forward observer, and Sp4 Siegfried Janatta, a radio-telephone
operator, were on a company-sized patrol recently, and while crossing a road met a barrage of fire
from the Viet Cong entrenched in sporadic spider holes.

Janatta moved up close enough to the first spider hole and lobbed a grenade into the hole, silencing
the fire. "By then, Sergeant Segal had joined me, and together we moved toward another spider
hole," said Janatta.

The two men inched their way within 20 feet of the spider hole, constantly under fire.

"It was close enough for me," said Segal, "so we both threw a grenade. We wanted to check our
results, but darkness was near and we gradually had to break contact." | just hope | never get that
close to the VC again," mused Janatta.

The result of the day's action for the Go-Go company produced one VC killed and three wounded.



HEADQUARTERS 25T INFANTRY DIVISION
APO San Francisco 96225

(These are selected entries from the 25th Inf. Div. ORLL).
ADCMD 19 May 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending

30 April 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65)

(2) GADSDEN (2Feb i 21 Feb 67). This op employed 3" Bde, 4t Div and
196t Bde (Lt) (Sep) in S & D and Blocking Ops along the CAMBODIAN border to prevent VC
movement along routes crossing the border, and to destroy VC/NVA forces, supplies and base
camps.

Task Organization

3 Bde, 4t Inf Div 196" Bde (LT) (Sep)
2nd Bn, 121 Inf 2nd Bn, 1st Inf
2nd Bp, 22" |nf (Mech) 41 Bn, 315 Inf
3d Bn, 22" Inf 3 Bn, 215t Inf
4t Bn, 23 Inf (Mech) 1st Bn, 5™ Inf (Mech)
2nd B, 77t Arty (DS) 31d Bn, 82nd Arty (DS)

Trp F, 17t Cav
The op was in four phases: In phase I, a fire support base was established at TRAI BALIn Phase
I, two Bns secured bridge sites to block VC infiltration routes through the area. Both phases were
completed on 12 Feb 67. Phase Ill occurred on 3 Feb 67. There was light contact with an
unknown VC force using SA, AW and recoilless rifles. Phase IV began on 4 Feb, with light contact
with a VC squad and (missing) rounds of 82mm mortar fire received in the 2" Bn, 15t Inf base
area, resulting in light US casualties. Light contact continued on 5 and 6 Feb. Documents and
equipment captured vic WT965762 indicated the units were in a training area used by COSVN
main force units, specifically 15t and 2" Bns, 70" Regiment. On 7 Feb, there was heavy contact
with a VC platoon at WT972678 by 15t Bn, 51 Inf (Mech). With the help of supporting artillery and
air strikes, 20 VC were killed (BC). On the same day, a VC training area was located.

A truce was observed for the Lunar New Year (Viethamese TET) from 8 - 12 Feb. All
elements occupied their bases astride VC supply and infiltration routes and conducted extensive
patrolling within their AOG6s. The VC violated the tr
across the CAMBODIAN border, to include light contact with an unknown number of VC on 8 Feb
67, without results..

The final period of Operation GADSDEN consisted of an attack north to exploit
intelligence gained about the 2715t Regt, followed by a sweep south and southeast to disrupt VC
activities in the area. On 13 Feb, the 15t Bn, 5" (Mech) destroyed an ordnance facility WT986624
containing bombs, arty rounds and grenades, as well as tools and molds for their fabrication. On
16 Feb, arallier, LY VAN THU from Recon Squad, C21 Recon Co, 2715t Regt was taken at
XT033786 by 2nd Bn, 22" Inf (Mech). He stated that 15t Bn, 4" Bn and Regt HQ and C21 Recon
Co of 2715t Regt had been in the LO GO area vic WT9780 i WT9882 since 6 Feb. Prior to that,
they were in DAU TIENG District, BINH DUONG Province. On 18 Feb, 2" Bn, 77t Arty and 2™
Bn, 22" Inf (Mech) received 50 rds of 82mm mortar fire at XT020780. On 21 Feb, 3 Bn, 22" Inf
engaged an unknown number of VC at XT081828. Documents captured there identified the 1
and 3 Bns, 70" Regt and 2" Co, Gp 49, a medical unit subordinate to COSVN. Documents and
information received from the above named rallier indicated the contacts made during GADSDEN
were with elements of the 2715t Regt and the 70" Regt assisted by local guerrilla units. The
capture of vast amounts of supplies and destruction of base areas and major training sites caused
severe losses to the VC in the LO GO and XOM GIUA areas. There were 35 VC KIA (BC) during
GADSDEN.

Other results of Operation GADSDEN were: 1 Ordnance Factory, 1 Rocket Launcher
(training model), 1 training area with 44 structures, 2 classrooms, 2 mess halls, 1 rifle range
destroyed. Plus 1 CHICOM Hvy MG and numerous medical supplies were captured. Also 1 VC
rallier. (Continued)................



(20) FITCHBURG (25 Nov 66 7 8 Apr 67). The mission of this
operation was to destroy VC forces, bases and supplies in areas of TAY NINH Province
contiguous to the location of the 196t Bde (Lt) (Sep) base cap. This was performed until 18 Feb
by 3 Bn, 215t Inf. Highway 26 and the rock quarry at NUI BA DEN mountain vic XT267568 were
secured. Extensive S & D Ops and ambush patrols were conducted in conjunction with
PHILCAGYV operations. On 18 Feb, 2" Bn, 1st Inf performed this mission, and was relieved in turn
by 2n Bn, 34" Armor on 21 Feb which retained the mission until 5 March. There were no
significant contacts in March or April. Beginning 5 March, 2/34™" Armor was assisted by 4" Bn,
31stInf. On 9 March, 2/1st Inf relieved the 4/31% Inf and was in turn relieved on 15 March by 3/21st
Inf. The 3/21s Inf continued the op throughout March and until the operation terminated on 8 April
67. Results of the operation were: 55 VC KIA (BC), 155 VC KIA (poss), 148 detainees, 4
returnees, and 3 PWSs; 280 structures, 169 bunkers, 45 tunnels, 55 sampans, 20 mines and 74.55
tons of rice were destroyed, and 49 SA, 116 Ibs of documents, 27 mines and 9.2 tons of rice were

captured.



TASK FORCE OREGON ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE
Task Force Troops
HHC, Task Force Oregon (Prov)
Troop B, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry (Air)
Co C, 2d Bn, 34th Armor
2d Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment
148th Military Police Platoon
HHD, 509th Signal Bn
Co C, 459th Signal Bn (Cmd Op)
Co A, 36th Signal Bn (Spt Op)
Platoon (+), 167th Radio Relay Co
39th Engineer Bn (D) (-)
3d Military History Detachment
HHC, 14th Aviation Bn
174th Aviation Co (AML)
161st Aviation Co (AML)
178th Aviation Co (AML)
Task Force Oregon Military Intelligence Det (Prov)
Task Force Oregon Radio Research Co (Prov)
Task Force Artillery (Prov)
HHC, Task Force Artillery (Prov)
2nd Bn, 11th Artillery (155mm) (T)
3d Bn (-), 18th Artillery (8"/175mm) (SP)
Task Force Support Command (Prov)
HHC, 15th Support Bde (GS) (-)
HHC, 94th Sup & Svc HN (DS) (-)
163d Trans Co (Lt Trk)
Platoon, 10th Trans Co (Med Trk)
Hg & Main Spt Co, 188th Maint Bn
335th Trans Co (DS) (Acft Maint)
Co C, 25th Medical Bn
3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division
HHC, 3d Bde, 25th Inf Div
1st Bn, 14th Infantry
1st Bn, 35th Infantry
2nd Bn, 35th Infantry




CONFIDENTIAL
3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division continued

2d Bn, 9th Artillery (105mm) (T)
Troop C, 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry
Co, D, 65th Engineer Bn (C)
Co B (-), 125th Signal Bn
40th Infantry Platoon, Scout Dog
Platoon, 25th MP Co
Team, 25th Ml Det
Detachment, 374th Radio Research Co
3d Support Bn (Prov)

Det 25th SPT Bn

Co D, 725th Maint Bn

Co B, 25th Medical Bn
Det. 25th Admin Co (AG)
Team C, 41st CA Co

196th Infantry Brigade (Lt)

HHC, 196th Infantry Bde
2d\Bn, 1st Infantry
3d Bn, 21st Infantry
4th Bn, 31st Infantry
Troop F, 17th Cavalry
3d\Bn, 82d Atrtillery (105mm) (T)
175th Engineer Co (0)
156th Signal PIt, (Fwd Area)
48th Infantry PIt, Scout Dog
27th Chemical Det (CER) ??(CBR)
596th MI Det
408th Radio Research Det
544th MP Platoon
8th Combat Service Support Bn
8th CA Platoon, 2d CA Co
10th Public Information Det




The report on Operation Attleboro was not compiled here as it is too large. But it filled with
reporting on actions of 4/31st Inf. Bn.

CONFIDENTIAL
No1314-95
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Office of The Adjutant General
Washington D.C. 20310

AGAM-P (M) (24 April 1967) 23 April 1967
SUBJECT: Lessons Learned, Operation Attleborro, 25th Inf Div (U)

Also, this report was not compiled here as it is too large, but it reports many actions of the 4/31st Inf.
Bn.

196™ Light Infantry Brigade (Sep)
OPERATIONS REPORT T LESSONS LEARNED
1 November 1966 i 31 January 1967



Excerpts from a 25th Inf. Division report.......

AVD CMHD

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967,
(RCS CSFOR-65)

To: SEE DISTRIBUTION

Operational Report for Quarterly Period (RCSCCSFOR-65)
Location: Vicinity, Cu CHI (XT647453),RVN
Reporting Officer: Major General Fred C. Weyand
Prepared by:  Major Golfredo D. Sansalone, CO 18" Military History
Detachment

1. Significant Organizational Activities.

a. © Operations.

(1) General. There were 9 major (Bn or higher) operations and 1380 small unit
actions conducted by the 25" Inf Div (-) during this quarter. All major and 98
small unit actions resulted in enemy contact.

(2) ATTLEBORO (14 Sep-25 Nov). On 1 Nov, 15t Bn 27™ Inf came under OFCON of 196" Inf
Bde. On 3 Nov, the 15t Bn, 27" Inf conducted a two company airmobile assault and established
blocking positions while the 2d Bn, 15t Inf (-) and the 4t Bn, 31st Inf (-) conducted operations
toward the blocking positions. At 1040 hrs Co C, 15t Bn, 27" Inf became engaged by AW fire. By
1206, it wass determined they were engaged with a reinforced VC Co. At 1148 hrs Co B, 2d Bn, 1st
Inf was engaged by the VC using small arms and claymores. The 2d Bn, 27 Inf (-) was committed
as a reaction force to reinforce the 15t Bn 27™ Inf (-). Enemy contact continued throughtout the day
and night. By 041600 Nob the 196" Bde had committed the 15t Bn, 27" Inf and C 15t Inf; 4t Bn, 31st
Inf; Co A, 2d Bn, 27" Inf; Co C, 2d Bn, 27" Infl 2d Bn Co, 3d Bn, 21st Inf. Co B, 2" Bn, 27t Inf
remained on standby alert at DAUTIENG. A Brty 3d Bn, 82 Arty and A Btry, 15t Bn, 8" Arty
continued in DS of the Bde forces from DAU TIENG with four 155 howitzere supporting from
SOUIDA. On 4 Nov, A and C Co, 2" Bn, 27" Inf and B and C Co, 2" Bn, 1st Inf were heavily
engaged with a dug in VC main force unit of estimated Bn size, vic XT410538. Elements of the 15t
Bn, 27™ Inf engaged the VC force from the southwest and relieved the pressure on other heavily
engaged units. Enemy activity ceased during the evening hours. Heavy fighting again broke out
the morning of the 5™ as elements of the 15t Bn, 27" Inf and 2" Bn, 27" Inf began Attacking. Six
VC mass attacks were repulsed by the 15t Bn, 27" Inf Causing heavy VC casualties. A and B Co,
3d Bn, 215t Inf were committed the afternoon of the 5 to aid in securing the LZ site for the
extraction of the 15t Bn, 27" Inf and 2d Bn, 27" Inf. Both units were extracted during the day. The
1st Inf Div assumed OPCON of the 196" Bde on 5 Nov and the Bde was attached on 6 Nov. The
196" Bde (-) closed TAY NINH on 11 Nov and was released from attachments to the 1 Inf Div.
The 2d Bn, 1%t Inf remained attached to the 15t Inf Div vic DAU TIENG and was released back to
the 196" Bde on 12 Nov. On 10 Nov, 2d Bde was committed and moved to a fwd combat base.
The 2d Bn, 14" Inf which was attached to the Bde on 8 Nov, conducted and S&D operation from
vic XT284682 to vic XT315681 where they set up a combat base. By 12 Nov, two brigades of the
division were conducting Operation

(continued)



(continued)

Excerpts from a 25th Inf. Division report.......

ATTLEBORO. The 2d Bde continued to operate north of Nul BA DEN vic
XT2761 to the Cambodian border while the 196™ Inf Bde operations were to
the east and west of the mountain. Both units has small enemy engagements
almost daily for the remainder of the operation. Through the use of eagle
flights a great amount of land was searched by the US forces and many cache
sites were found and destroyed. The operation proved the feasibility of
tracked vehicles operating in wet terrain as found in the area of War Zone C.
The division forward OP was established on 10 Nov 66 and controlled the 2d
portion of the ATTLEBORO operation from its base at Operation
ATTLEBORO were: 254 VC KIA (BC), 237 VC KIA (poss), 6 VCC, 60 VCS,
and 19 detainees. One field expedient rocket launcher, 1 60mm mortar, 2
M79, 29 small arms, 401 tons of rice, 15 tons of beans, 78 Ibs of documents, 1
portable military radio, medical supplies and other foodstuffs and munitions
captured. In addition, 228 VC structures, 92 tunnels, 1 bridge, 36 caves, 102
underground fortifications, 141 puniji pits, 169 foxholes, 729.4 tons of rice,
7955 Ibs of fish, 440 gals of tar, 10 tons of salt, 9000 Ibs of tobacco and other
munitions and foodstuffs destroyed.

(5) CEDAR FALLS (8 Jan-26 Jan). The 2d Bde, 25™ Inf Div, reinforced with the 2n4 Bn, 34t
Armor (-) and the 196" Inf Bde (Lt) (Sep), reinforced with the 2d Bn (M), 22d Infand the 15t Bn (M),
5t Inf, had the mission of conducting S&D and blocking operations south and west along the
SAIGON River to prevent exfiltration from the THANH DLCN Forestry Reserve and the IRON
TRIANGLE areas and to destroy VC base areas. The units moved into the blocking positions along
the SAIGON River and made extensive use of ambushes along the river at night. During saylight
hours minimum forces secured the river allowing extensive S&D operations in VC base areas in
the FILHOL Plantation and the HO BO Woods. Control of traffic along the SAIGON River was the
responsibility of the 25™ Inf Div while the 15t Inf Div was responsible for control at the junction of
the SAIGONGTHI TINH Rivers. Hightlights of the operation were: (1) B52 strikes exploited by
ground followup and occupation; (2) the effective denial of VC escape routes and use of the
SAIGON River as evidenced by the high casualty toll suffered by the VC throughout the operation;
(3) the discovery of a major VC Hgs tunnel complex by 15t Bn (M), 5 Inf in the HO BO/BOI LOI
Woods; (4) US and ARVN cooperation in the evacuation and relocation of personnel and live stock
from the village of personnel and live stock from the village of BEN SUC to a New Life Hamlet; (5)
the use of a 3d Riverine RAG Task Force enabling the 196" Inf Bde and the 2d Bde to search
thoroughly along and beneath both banks of the SAIGON River resulting in the exploitation of
several VC safe havens. Fire support was supplied from several forward fire support bases and
CU CHlI plus the integration of tactical air support which greatly aided the success of the operation.
Results of the operation were: 331 VC KIA (BC), 155 VC KIA (poss), 33 VC PW, 147 Det, 10
CHIEU HOI. One hundred and twenty-six assorted small arms, 7717 rds SA ammo, 253.85 tons
rice, 200 Ibs salt, 11 sampans, 6 motors, 5 gals printers ink, 600 Ibs cement, 285 Ibs documents,
260 CHICOM flashlight batteries, 1000 ft roll of tin, 15 Ibs medical supplies, 121 CHICOM gas
masks, 1 sewing machine, 1 camera, 2 tape recorders, 74 sound tapes and other supplies were
captured. In addition, 904 underground fortifications, 340 VC structures, 14 trenches, 251 tunnels,
129 foxholes, 26 puniji pits, 145 sampans, 4 boats, 3 motors, 117 60mm mortar rds, 26 57mm RR
rds, 7 claymoremi ne s , 3013 rds SA ammo, 292 | bs TNT,
mines, 59 AP mines, 100.4 tons rice, 1500 gals fish sauce, 1200 Ibs salt, 1 printing press, and
other miscellaneous supplies were destroyed.

135
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Continued)
Excerpts from a 25th Inf. Division report.......

(8) FITCHBURG ( 25 Nov-continuing). On 25 Nov, the 4t Bn, 31t Inf assumed
the security of Rt 26, east of TAY NINH. VC contact was made on two
occasions with unknown results. On 28 Nov, the 3d Bn, 215t Inf with Co C, 1%t
Bn (M), 5" Inf conducted operations in the THANH DIEN Forest, south of the
TAY NINH base camp. This operation was in conjunction with the PHILCAGV
and ARVN in order to clear the forest prior to PHILCAGYV starting their New
life Hamlet. The mission of this operation is to destroy VC forces, bases and
supplies in areas of TAY NINH Province contiguous to the 196" Bde base
camp. The operation was initiated when the 4t Bn, 31st Inf secured the road in
the CAU KHOI Plantation area (XT340453). On 1-12 Dec the brigade
conducted operations adjacent to a CIDG operation west and southwest of
their base camp. During the period 10-21 Dec, the 2d Bn, 34" Armor was
attached to the 196" Bde with the mission of securing Rt 26 and determining
the trafficability of the immediate area. The battalion encountered minor
contact and limited VC mining activity. At the present time, the 4t Bn, 315t Inf
maintains road security on Route 26. The 4t Bn, 31st Inf conducted extensive
S&D and BUSHMASTER operations north, west, and south of the TAY NINH
base camp. Elements continued to maintain road security on Route 26 and
secured the rock quarry on the southern slope of NUI BA DEN. Co C, 4" Bn
(M), 23d Inf was attched to the 196" Bde on 11 Jan and conducted base camp
security, S&D and road clearing operations vic TAY NINH. Troop A, 3d Sqdn,

4hCav assumed Co Cb6bs mission on 23 Jan.

(BUDDY) operation was initiated south of TAY NINH. The 2d Bn, 1t Inf and 3d
Bn, 215t Inf conducted S&D operations with RF/CIDG forces and PHILCAGV.
Fire support was provided by Btry B, 3d Bn, 82d Arty from a forward fire
support base and by artillery at the TAY NINH base camp. Results of the
operation to date are: 42 VC KIA (BC), 89 VC KIA (poss), 41 Det and 3 VC
PW. Forty-five assorted small arms, 1 rifle grenade launcher, 36 Ibs
documents, 9.2 tons rice, 12 claymores and other supplies were captured. In
addition, 111 underground fortifications, 214 VC structures, 59.05 tons rice, 30
sampans, 8 AP, 4 claymore and 3 AT mines, 1 bridge, 182 foxholes, 11
trenches, 49 tunnels, 60 oxcarts, 20 gals tar, one 55 gal drum C/S and other
supplies were destroyed.

On

2 ¢



These are notes taken from materials reviewed by John Mansfield on a trip to the National Archives.
Col. Mansfield served with the 4/31st Inf. of the 196th Inf. Bde. in 1968. These are copies of my rough
notes from my visits to the National Archives in College Park, MD. J

2/22/03
196th Inf Bde (LT) SEP 0001 - 24000
FSB SOONER - Name of Antenna Valley FSB. - !
14 Apr 68
1235 C/4-31 Closed Sooner - A/4-31 will be pulling off.
1535 A Co has departed FSB Sooner
1620 4-31 req. Dustoff Two Vn litters, gunshot
wounds urgent AT893356, 35.05 Marick A [Maverick A?]
1640 4-31 reports dustoff complete A Co location (vic AT)896358
15 Apr 68
0940 Be prepared on order to initiate move of 4-31
on 16 Apr, ..... 321 0on 17 Apr, ....2-1 on 18 Apr
1025 Have 4-31 start dismantling
FSB Sooner now. Leave all perimeter wire, dispose of all sandbags in existing holes and remove
all cover & usable lumber.
1116 4-31 req - how long he has to dismantle Sooner.
Summary Reports
A Co & C Co 2-1 Inf. searched grids AT9036 & AT9139 respectively
4-31 Inf; A Co 4-31 Inf & C Co 2-1 Inf. will move to a PZ vic AT872392
A Co Location 891382

15 April

A-6 reports
0855 Observed 4 men in Khaki uniforms evade to woodline 800 meters NW of loc. FA called.

unknown results (vic AT) 915365
0900 Observed 4 men w/wpns & khaki 800 meters SE
FA called - unknown results unknown results (vic AT) 910358
0900 Found 1000 Ibs of rice T camouflaged in hedgerow - w/b evac (vic AT) 905560
0945 A-26, found 400 Ibs of rice, 27 shotgun
rounds, 200 M-60 rds, 2 carbine clips,
2 M-16 clips loaded, 1 bandolier M-16 loaded, 2 M-26 HG, 53 ChiCom HG, tobacco, soap
all in tunnel 2' x 4' x 15' - rice to be evacuated - all other destroyed (vic AT) 905360

Summary 161900-171900 Apr 68
4-31 the entire Bn will airlift from Charger Hill to Camp Evans, RVN and become OPCON to 1st Air
Cav Div upon their arrival.
Daily Journal 17 Apr 68
1930 4-31 last sortie closed Charger Hill
Summary
1130 16 Apr A-6 detained one man in black pajamas no ID.
0835 16 Apr Found 1500 Ibs rice, well camo/also
one sick VN girl both will be evacuated
(vic AT) 895380

A Co Location (vic AT) 858372 16 April
A Co secured a PZ vic AT896395 for
C/2-1 Inf.

(continued)
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2/22/03
18April All of 4-31 on Charger Hill

Daily Journal 19 April

1830 From 4-31 XO, convoy closed Camp Evans at 1400

Summary 20 April

Co A 4-31 conducted sweep opn on QL#1 from YD519348 to YD461398 A Co Location YD522347

S2/S3 Daily Journal 21 Apr 68 0001-2400

0951 Priority dustoff for 4-31 Inf 1 US litter, YD505325, Call Maverick A26 on 34.35, LZ secure &
marked.

1040 Dustoff A/4-31 complete

Summary 21 April 68

Co A - conducted sweep of QL#1. The 2nd platoon of A Co swept south vic YD5033 A Co location the
same. Bridge of QL#1

Summary 22Apr68

A Co conducted road sweeps of QL#1

Daily Journal 23Apr68 0001-2400

0845 4-31 Inf req 2 dog teams from A & D Co. 0923 Req denied - dogs will deploy tomorrow
Summary 23Apr68

A Co conducted road sweeps

plan for 24 Apr - A Co will secure bridge & conduct road sweeps (YD519350)

Daily Journal 24Apr68 - 0001 - 2400
0700 4-31 A-26 request dustoff for 1 US shot in foot w/SA, routine (vic YD) 519358, contact
A26 on 35.60, complete 0730
2023 4-31 reports that their A Co is operating on their RCN freq & have good commo.
2205 4-31 reports 2 men MIA from A36-  the plt assembled at YD495359 @ 1940
hours and moved to ambush site @YD 494365 closing at 2024H. When the platoon closed
night ambush the two men were determined to be missing. A patrol sent back to the assembly
area failed to find the missing men. Roster #530 & 559.

Summary 232000H - 242000H Apr 68

A Co (-) secured bridge vic YD519348 while 1 plt. secured road sweep north and swept back to
Command Post south of QL#1.

Plans A Co will sweep QL#1 in AO. One Plat. of A Co will sweep north & return south to "A" CP. To
plat. will sweep south and then return north to "A" CP.

0110-0130 24Apr68

A36

Ambush element from A-4/31 observed 3 NVA moving in a N-> direction 25 meters to their

front & a few later several more individuals passed at 35 meters. They engaged the 20 grp and the
fire was returned resulting in 1 US WIA (not serious) they swept the area this AM & found 1 NVA type
pit helmet & 1 Hoi Chi Minh sandal - wounded dusted off at 0709H.

Daily Journal 25 Apr 68 0001-2400

0720 4-31 rpts ...... all had departed on road sweep

0723 4-31 rpts their A26 has started their road sweep

0940 4-31 rpts - rd swp so is complete to grid 600310 - has linked up w/elements from E & W
1130 4-31 rpts rd sw N complete at 1127H

(continued)
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Summary 25 Apr
A Co conducted rd swp & second bridge vic YD520348

Plans

A Co will secure bridge vic YD520348 2nd not will conduct Rd swp N & S.
1st PIt will stop back to CP from there night ambush site vic YD5035 (I was there
still & Hunt also) (Amb YD502359)

Daily Journal 26Apr 0001-2400H
0613 A26 - Started road sweep
1105 A26 - Road Sweep complete

Summary
-> Arrived bridge \ Road sweeps North & South

Plans - secure bridge conduct rd sweeps.

Daily Journal 27Apr68

0715 4-31 rpts that A16 & A36 have linked-up.
A16 road sweep N - started

0717 Al16 rd sweep N - started

0816 4-31 req 2 replace dog teams
for ACo & D Co.

1003 4-31 reports road South clear

Summary 27 Apr

A Co - Secured Bridge - road Sweeps North & South

Plans - secure bridge -sweep road North & South (on the 28th)

Daily Journal 28Apr68
0734 4-31 rpts A26 started rd sweep to North
0810 4-31 rpts A16 road sweep started
1117 4-31 rpts mines at (A16 YD585308
(A16 YD608313
A26 YD523340/ YD515349
1/2 Ib. TNT used on each

Summary
A Co - Secured bridge

2 Platoon sweep road North & South
Plan -> 29th A Co will sweep to YD527288

Daily Journal 29Apr68
0 for A-4/31
Daily Journal 30 Apr 68
0 A-4/31
Summary
A Co sweep along perimeter of Cam Evans
(D Co now securing bridge)

(continued)
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Plans for May 1 1968
A Co Sweep East on Multiple axis
to vic YD556288

Location A Co (-) YD523299
16 YD512307
36 YD535293

Daily Journal 1May68

#12 0720 4-31 request urgent Dustoff grid YD503323
-1 US hit- 2 US Amb, 3 US WHA (2 litter
2 Amb - 5 US KHA = Caused by booby traps.
-Mav. A6

#14 0737 Dustoff (Item #12) Complete.

Summary

A Co searched grid YD5032 to 5130

SitRep #122

Plan (May 2)

A Co will search grids YD5230/5329/5429

0715 - Sit Rep.
A-6 4/31'YD3323 0715-0730

Set off an unk. type (large) booby trap set for pressure detonation & cany ? - results
in 5 US KHA & 3 US WHA
Investigation continues to determine what type -more to follow-

1st Dustoff Complete 0720

2nd Dustoff Complete 0739

Lt Harrow EOD 0800

EOD team says it was either a French 5" or 155nm rd.
The booby trap was ???? by EOD team - couldn't tell if pressure det or trip wire was believed to be
delayed fuse. The formation was a file rate of movement slow to moderate. Distance between troops
was 4 meters no noise before or after the detonate - no markings in the area to indicate to villagers
booby trap was there. It was on a old trail- not used in a long time. The crater was 18" x 12" x 10
in depth.

MAY LOSSES 5 - KHA, 4 WHA(EVAC)
Daily Journal - 2May68

0-A-4/31
SITREP
123 Summary -12000H - 022000H May 68
A Co searched vic YD5429

Plan for 3 May
A Co will conduct Plt size searches grids YD5329/5428/5628

(continued)
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Daily Journal 3 May 68

A-36 1120-1135 vic YD535296

Found 1 AT (anti-tank) mine. It was on a hill planted in old tank trail. It was a 60MM & 2 105mm
Rds wired together. The 60MM TNT on it. It was pressure Det. It was covered with dirt except for
1 small part. Was blown in place A drawing will be forwarded.

Summary
A Co sweep NW to vic YD503308

Sitrep #124 Plans 4 May
A Co will detail search YD5030/5131/5132

SitRep 1305 (YD535299) A-6 found 1 dud 105 rd not booby trapped - blown in place.
Daily Journal 4 May 68
Sitrep #125 1017 4-31 Req a scout team for A Co.
Summary (These two lines are crossed out in the notes?)
A Co sweep Est to vic YD5724
Plans 5 May - A Co search YD 5031, 5131, 5132
B Co Now on bridge
Sit Rep. 4 May 0855 (YD504321)
A-26 found 1 booby trap with trip wire across a trail - plastic bag from LRRP ration filled with C-3-2
beer bottles attached for frag- pull type blasting cap -destroyed in place.

A26 4 May 0930 (YD543332)
found 1 105 rd no booby trap blown in place.
A26 0910 (YD515327)
received AWF (Automatic Weapons Fire) - not sightings of NVA
Daily Journal 5 May 68
0 A-4/31
Sitrep #126
Summary 042000 - 052000H May 68
A Co sweep East to VIC YD 520300 plans -> 6 May
A Co sweep Northwest to YD5227
Daily Journal 6 May 68
1238 A/4-31 will come up on 2-1 freq & go
OPCON to 2-1. This mission is to secure Jack (LZ Jack). Not OPCON as of yet.
#73 1435 A-4/31 OPCON to 2-1 Inf.
1725 A-35 found 1 Chicom hand grenade - not boobytrapped or camof. destroyed in place.
YD496326
#127 Summary - 6 May -
A Co moved South to secure LZ Jack & became OPCON to the 2-1 Inf at 1435H.
Plan - 7 May A Co secure LZ Jack & assist in dismantling of the LZ. If
dismantling is accomplished by 1800H, A Co will CA to vic YD5624.

Daily Journal 7 May 68

#47 1631 ACo 4-31 inf lift will take place after the loads are extracted.
#64 1935 A/4-31 will CA vic YD555260 at 0700H

#128 Summary 7 May

A Co dismantled LZ Jack

plan - 8 May

A Co will finish dismantling FSB Jack

at 0700H will Combat Assault to Landing Zone

at YD555260

(continued)
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Daily Journal - 8 May 68

#17 1125 1st Lift A - 4/31 airborne.

#19 1138 1st Lift A-4/31 on ground - Cold LZ

#20 1149 2nd lift Abn

#21 1153 On touch down 2nd lift received B-40 rds

Gunships looking over area

#22 1158 3rd Lift Airborne

#23 1201 3rd lift on ground cold LZ

#24 1202 4th LIft Airborne

#25 1206 4th lift complete

#34 1700 B-4/31 will Combat Assault one plt from PZ YD521297
to LZ vic YD522240 to assist LRP 1Z who is in contact.

#37 1734 B-26 4/31 39 pax abn 1727

#38 1741 B-26 4/31 Down at YD522240

#40 2030 A/4-31 now moving towards B26 and Lurp LZ

#43 2153 A/4-31 will move to vic YD540250
set up defensive position & observe.

#45 2202 4/31 rpts that A Co is starting to move again and LRPA has
been extracted at 2157.

#58 2336 4/31 rpts that A Co located at grid YD547248 has movement 300 West
of their location, they are staying at the present location due to
illumination lighting their position up.

OPN Summary 092000 - 102000 May

#131 A Co directed airstrike to obj vic YD524234

& then moved to the objective.

Plan ??? 11 May - A Co will attack up hill
YD524234 Losses 7 WHA

1900- 4-31 rpts that A-6 has a
total of 8 US WHA.
2230 Body Count A Co 17 NVA-KIA

DJ - 11 May copied

DJ - 12 May copied

#133 Summary 13 1900 May to 14-1900H May
14th A Co * D Co formed TF "A" and sweep East
to vic BT0224

plan - A & D Co will sweep E (plan for 15th May 68)

Sit-Rep A-6 4/31 0935 14MAY (014253)

obs 1 NVA in bunker 800 meters North General area.

Sit rep A-6 0915 997348

2 Individuals in green uniforms.

1045 - observed 3 men 2 - khaki - 1 black pajamas w/weapons.

(continued)
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1830 15May Sniper fire 1 US WHA

1600 - Received mortar rounds from West.

Daily Journal 15 May

#10 0655 4-31 req priority dustoff A Co
at 021239 1 US gunshot wound in right foot.

#11 0715 Dustoff Complete.

#48 1535 A/4-31 req urgent dustoff, one US litter
1559 dustoff complete.

#62 1701 4-31 reports that A & D Company will

dig in at present locations.

SITREP #2
Summary 141900 - 151900 May
A Co & Do says SF to BT0422

Plan 16 May - A & D will sweep South East
to vicinity BT0422.

15May Sit Rep A-6

1440 - 2 60mm rds received 1 US WHA.
1527 - 23 more 60mm received

1535 - 2 more 60MM received.

Daily Journal 16 May 68
#15 0916 4/31 A Co req dust off for 2 U.S.

urgent Grnd 034235
#44 1221 4/31 rpts their A Co position received mortars.

Summary 151900H - 161900H May
A Co and DO sweep to South East BT0422 & observed SouthEast

#3 Sit rep. 16 May _ (040225)
0908 - Rec 2 mortar rounds
0910 - Still rec rds - 2 US WHA
0930-""""

0950 - Jets received .50 cal fire.
0958 - 5 US WHA from mortars.
1010 - More mortar rounds received.
1221 - 4 MM forms

1245-Rec 1

1500 - Rec 2

1508 & 1510 5 More

Daily Journal 17 May
#66 1717 4/31 req FAC or A/S A-6 is receiving more incoming mortars.
#73 2158 4/31 rpt A/4-31 has started moving at this time on night activities.
Sitrep#4 Summary 161900H - 171900H May

4-31 A Co & D Co observed the valley to their south vic BT0422

(continued)
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Plan 18 May
At 2200 hrs tonight A Co will attack southwest to the hill vic BT0321

Daily Journal - 18 May Copied

Daily Journal - 19 May (Copied)

#25 0857 D/36 has lost men policed

#40 1052 D/4-31 found one of A Co MHA

#42 1110 D/4-31 has reached objective on Nui Lon.

Daily Journal 20 May
0
#20 1215 Bde Co inbound 4/31

Summary 19 1900H - 201900H May 68
A Co secured LZ West
Plans
A Co secures LZ West & conducts local sweeps.

Daily Journal 21 May 68
0
Summary A Co secured LZ West Plan A Co will secure LZ West

May 26
1008 4-31 - A 16 closed back to West?

Additions

May 3

A-36 1120 - 1135 vic YD535296

Found 1 antitank mine. It was on a hill planted in old tank trail. It was a 60mm & 2-105mm rds wired
together.

The 60mm [had] TNT on it. It was pressure Det. It was covered with dirt except for 1 small part. Was
blown in place. A drawing will be forwarded.

SITREP #125
SUMMARY: A Co searched vic YD5031
Plans: A Co will search grids YD5031, YD5131, YD5132

6May at 1725 A-36 found 1 Chi Com
Hand Grenade - not booby trapped or camouflaged.
Destroyed in place. (YD496326)

Daily Journal 8May

#45 2202 4/31 reports that A Co is starting to
move again and LRPA has
been extracted at 2157

#58 2336 4/31 reports that A Co located at grid 547248 has movement 300 meters west of their
location, they are staying at the present location due to illumination lighting their position up.

Sitrep #129 072000H - 072000H
Operations Summary. A Co conducted a Combat Assault at 1125hrs to vic YD555260 and then
swept East to vic YD5424, YD5524, YD5623.

(continued)
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Significant Enemy Contacts
At vic YD522240, a plat of B/4-31 while moving to link up with LRP 1Z came under automatic
weapons fire resulting in 6 wounded due to hostil action. Action continues as of 082000H May.

A-6 vic YD563244 1520-1530
observed 3 VC/NVA with packs 150M West. Engaged with small arms - VC/NVA evaded to bunkers.
1529- observed 2 more. Visual Recon requested - VR denied.A has them surrounded in a ???? are
engaging with M-79 Neg. ???

SITREP 130 082000H - 092000H

Operations Summary: A Co conducted a Combat Assault from a pickup Zone vic YD523250 to a cold
LZ vic YD519242 where they linked with the platoon from B Co at 1044H. A Co continued to move
south against sporadic enemy resistance while the plat from B Co was extracted to Camp Evans.

Plans Summary
A Co will attack and secure high ground vic YD524235

Log??? 3 KHA, 14 WHA, 1 MHA

Sitrep #131

Significant enemy contact.
A Co 4/31 continues their attack against enemy resistance vic YD524235 resulting in 7 US WHA (3
evac). A Co found 45 NVA - KIA since 8 May.

#132 Opns Summary. A Co secured the high ground
vic YD527230

Plans Summary: A Co will be relieved in place
at 0800 by 1-7 Cav & return to Camp Evans.

Daily Journal 14 May
#57 2300 Sent 4-31 instructions for A, D/4-31.
One company is to sweep East to BT033235
while other company observes from NL. [?Night Laager]
Then Both Companies are to sweep to
BT035218.

Daily Journal 13 May #28 1158 4-31 Inf OPCON to 198th LIB
#34 1350 12 lifts for 4-31 on LZ West

(continued)
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Sitrep #5 17-1900 - 18-1900 May
OPN Sum: A Co was in contact vic BT035220 & then closed with D Co vic BT041226

Plan Summary A & D will remain vic BT0322

A Co did not leave LZ West until 28 May.
Bde location

1May Camp Evans RVN 11 May
2May Camp Evans RVN 12 May
3May Camp Evans RVN 13 May

4May YD536320 14 May BT132452
5May YD536320 15May  Charger Hill
6May YD536320 l6May " "
7May YD536320 17May " "
8May YD536320 18May " "
9May YD536320 19May o
10May YD536320 20May " "

A Co Location

*1May YD527297 11 May

2May YD549282 12 May Camp

3May YD501308 13 May Camp Evans/LZN.
4May YD512321 14 May 021239

5May YD500323 15May 034235

6May LZ JACKS YD496326 16 May 041225
7May LZ JACKS YD496326 17 May 035218

8May YD547248 18 May 041226
9May YD521236 19 May
10May 20 May

* 26 -529291 - Amb
36 - 535294 - Amb
- 26 - 537291 - Amb



The next section is comprised of articles published in the Americal Division Daily Newsheets. The original
concept was to create a one page daily newsletter for sol
one copy was made for every eight soldiers in the field. Combat action and some news fromback in the states was

provided. In retrospect many of the infantry soldiers ne
newsletters.



Volume 1 No. 260 Americal Daily New Sheet Friday January 5, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

CLOUDY SATURDAY morning with occasional light rain showers. Becoming partly cloudy
Saturday afternoon. Winds will be from the north at 510 miles per hour. High Saturday will be 74.
Low Saturday night 64.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)-Americal Division forces continued to maintain pressure on the enemy
yesterday as they accounted for 72 enemy soldiers killed throughout southern | Corps.
I n heavy contact yesterday el ements of Americaldés 19
west of Tam Ky. Since participating in Operation Wheeler-Wallowa the brigade has killed 452 enemy
soldiers.
Early in the morning a unit from the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry commanded by LTC Fredrick R. Cully
(Fort-Walton Beach, Fla) was in heavy contact with an unknown size VC force. The unit in contact
was led by CPT Daniel Mellon (Fairbanks, Alaska) and was receiving heavy automatic and mortar
fire. At 1:55 a.m., another unit from the 31st Inf, led by CPT Joseph S. Stringham (Appleton, Wis) was
moved in to support CPT Mellond company.
Gunships from the 71st Aviation Company were called to support the heavily engaged infantrymen.
The choppers reported receiving heavy automatic weapons fire, 50 caliber fire and possible RPG fire.
Contact lastedu n't i | 3:10 a. m. CPT Mell onbés unit received ap|]
fire during the initial part of the attack and they continued receiving sporadic fire until day light. During
the battle CPT Mellonés (Cont i ncouated foD b5 kitsa gC#T 2 Col umn
Stringhamés unit killed four VC. Four infantrymen ar
other ground action a company led by CPT Jose Feliciano (Baltimore, Md) killed one VC who was
engaged in small arms fire. A unit commanded by CPT John F. Connelly (Saugus, Mass) found a
dead VC who had been killed by artillery fire from the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery commanded by LTC
Wayne H. EI'liott (Tacoma, Wash). A unit fraim AFO0 Tr o
arms fire from approximately 200 meters west of their position. They engaged and killed one VC and
captured his weapon.
Scout and gunships from AiCo6 Troop, 7t h Squadron, 17th
destruction of 37 camouflaged VC sampans. In all cases the VC were engaged as they tried to take
evasive action.

Fourteen VC rallied to the governmentdés side in the 1
Ten more enemy soldiers were killed yesterday and five more NVA bodies were found as Americald s
3rd AGarry Oweno Brigade, of the 1st Air Cavalry main

the 2nd NVA Division in the Que Son Valley.
The enemy toll, in that battle that began early Wednesday morning when the NVA attempted to
overrun the 3rd Brigade fire bases, now stands at 256 by actual body count. More than 100 weapons
were captured or destroyed in Wednesdayodéddrocketnt act , i n
launchers, a flame thrower and 16 AK-47 rifles.
Yesterday, LZ Leslie continued to receive sporadic mortar fire. Five NVA bodies were discovered
inside the barged wire perimeter at LZ Leslie.
Eight of the enemy killed yesterday were a result of helicopter
gun fire and tactical air strikes near Hill 270. Several tactical air strikes during the day accounted for
three of the kills. Three B-52 strikes were made on Wednesday and Thursday west of LZ Leslie.
More than 800 pounds of enemy mortar, recoilless rifl
fired atthe fre basecamps of the 3rd Brigade in Wednesdayds attacd
Two enemy were killed by 3rd Brigade and 1st Battalion, 35th Infantrymen in brief fire fights. Two
chopper crewmen were killed as gunships received heavy automatic weapons fire while flying in
support of ground units.

Fifteen enemy soldiers were killed by Americal ds 3rd
three 60mm mortars, one Chicom mine and two bunkers
operation.

(Continued)
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In ground action a company killed eight VC in action 15 miles southeast of here. One of the VC was
killed in one of the two bunkers destroyed during the day. Two other brigade companies accounted
for four more Kills in scattered ground action near Binh Son.

Gunships of Americalédés 14th Aviation Battalion were
in one contact as fASharks of the 174th Aviation Compa
south of here.

Units of Americalés 11th Brigade accounted for five
their area of operation.

A brigade company led by CPT Ernest Medina discovered the bodies of five enemy soldiers dressed

in NVA uniforms south of Hill 302. They were apparently killed by an artillery strike Wednesday night.
A reconnaissance element led by CPT Charles Seketa (Schenectady, N.Y.) uncovered a large cache
of miscellaneous articles near the South China Sea coast, east of Hill 49. Included in the cache were
sandals, medical supplies, an NVA flag, a watch, documents, an NVA belt, a large amount of
Vietnamese currency, a radio and a number of NVA uniforms. Thirteen suspects were detained in
that operation. Another suspect carrying a large sum of money was detained by a company led by
CPT Roland A. Tuemerson (Red Bluff, Calif). The action took place near LZ Liz north of Duc Pho.
Another company led by CPT Patrick Trinkle (Stonewall-on-the Hudson, N.Y.) found 1,000 pounds of
rice southwest of Hill 26.

Five civilians were killed yesterday south of Duc Pho on Hwy #1, when their Lambretta bus hit a VC
mine.

Fighting units of the Americal déds 198th Brigade killed

The bodies of three dead VC were found early yesterday. They had been killed in a battle
Wednesday 18 miles southwest of here. Another enemy was killed in the morning by a brigade
element operating 15 miles southeast of here. One VC sniper was killed in the afternoon by a brigade
command and control helicopter south of here.

Brigade civic action soldiers conducted four MEDCAPSs yesterday treating 603 Viethamese around
the Chu Lai area.

Americal 6s 14th Aviation Battalion flew 437 sorties,
of cargo in support of division units yesterday.

Major General S.W. Koster
Commanding General, Americal Division

Information Officer ........... MAJ Patrick H. Dionne
News Sheet OIC................... 1LT Robert L. Brehm
[0 [1 (0] SRR SSG Al E. Morris

Assistant Editor........... SP5 Washington Hardmon Jr.

Telephone: Chu Lai 209 and Chu Lai 241
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the IO, Americal Division as an
authorized Army publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and
may not be duplicated or released to the news media. Opinions expressed in this publication are not
necessarily those of the Department of the Army.
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
Americal soldiers killed 39 enemy in action throughout the division yesterday. Government forces killed 18 VC in
joint operations with Americal troops and helicopter support.

In Operation Wheeler/ Wallowa Cav wunit attached to Americal ¢
ARVN troops, killed 11 VC in an operation north of tam Ky ye
VCanddet ai ned two, to bring the dayds body count to 15.

AA0 Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry notched the 11 kill

camouflaged bunkers. the 3rd Battalion, 5th ARVN Regiment accounted for three VC killed in the fighting.

A company from 3rd Battalion, 31st [sic 3/21] Infantry received small arms fire from four VC 150 meters from
their position. The infantrymen returned the fire and killed three of them. A unit from the 2nd Battalion, 1st
Infantry killed a VC after receiving small arms fire. A company from the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry led by CPT
Daniel R. Nellson (Fairbanks, Alaska) uncovered graves containing seven NVA bodies. These seven were not
counted in the enemy body count of the day.) i F 6 T r o @Gapalry détdinedthe VC suspects, who were later
evacuated to Hill 35 for interrogation.

The 3rd fAGarry Oweno Brigade of the 1st Air Cavalry killec
2,050 pounds of rice in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.

The 1st Squadron, 8th Cavalry killed eight enemy in seven contacts around LZs Baldy and Ross and the 1st
Battalion, 7th Cavalry captured another 700 pounds of rice one mile east of LZ Leslie.

The combined forces of A miyr artitlesyl abds gunshgp8 acbountBd forgla dilks , infan
yesterday during Operation Muscatine south of here.

During a search and clear mission yesterday morning, a uni:t
received sniper fire from the village of An Thanh (1) about 15 miles southeast of here. The combined forces of

two elements of the AReady Rifleso, gunships from Americal 6

Battalion, 14th Artillery returned the fire. Seven VC were killed by the gunships during the hourdlong battle. A
sweep of the area revealed four more enemy bodies and a 1,500 meterlong enemy tunnel. Two of the four kills
were credited to the artillery unit an done each to the gunships and infantrymen. The tunnel, partially filled with
water, is scheduled to be searched today. Later | ast ni gl
Professionalso kill ed t4wodfle nohwestrodhere a/p latel reportl revaated thakan
additional four VC were killed by the 198th, but no details were available.
Civic action soldiers of the brigade aided 264 Viethamese yesterday during six medical visits.
No significant action was recorded by Americal s 3rd Brig:
Operation Muscatine. A joint operation was conducted by elements of the 5th Special Forces and the 4th
Battalion, 5th ARVN Regiment. Americal helicopters were instrumental in carrying the troops and giving air
support. The ARVN unit recorded 15 VC kills in the operation, which took place 15 miles southeast of Binh Son.
The AJungle Warriorso of Americalés 11th Brigade reported o
During a search and destroy mission seven miles south of Duc Pho, a company from the 1st Battalion, 20th
Infantryds fASykebs Regularso |l ed by CPT Sario Caraval ho ( Ewze
a battery of the 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery, commanded by CPT Charles G. Percy (Winter Park, Fla) was called
in. A subsequent search of the area uncovered one enemy body.
Brigade reconnaissance elements held two suspects after operations south and west of Duc Pho. one was
detained after a
reconnaissance element from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by 1LT John P. Mellon (Hopkinsville, Ky)
discovered a platoon size base camp about seven miles west of Duc Pho. The second was detained by a
reconnai ssance platoon of the ASykeds Regularso led by 1
neared acave entr anc e. Another AJungle Warrior o wnthdHudsend by CPT
NYO discovered seven booby trapped 40mm shells 17 miles northwest of Duc Pho. They also recovered some-
enemy documents and a small cache of rice.
Americal units reported three U.S. soldiers were killed and 10 wounded in fighting yesterday.
Americal 6s 14th Aviation Battalion flew 399 sorties, carri ¢
support of division units.

LT
P

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Partly cloudy Saturday. there will be a few rain showers in the vicinity. Variable winds at 8 miles per hour. High
Saturday will be 82. Low Saturday night 70.
------------ AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS SHEET-------------
Major General S.W. Koster Commanding General, Americal Division
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Cloudy Sunday with occasional rain. Winds from the northeast at 9 miles per hour. High Sunday
83. Low 70.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) T Units of the Americal Division accounted for 27 enemy Kkills in action centered in
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa being conducted in Quang Nam and Quang Tin Provinces.

Americal s 3rd fiGarry Owen 0 edBB8engmy,dieaineddd suspdete andcapturedi r Cavalry
1,400 pounds of rice in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.

The 1st Battalion, 21st Artillery accounted for eight of the kills yesterday. Brigade scouts operating two miles
northeast of LZ Baldy spotted an enemy patrol and called in artillery resulting in the eight kills. The 1st Squadron,
9th Cavalry killed two enemy; one NVA one mile east of LZ Ross and one VC two miles northeast of LZ Baldy.
The 1st Squadron, 7th Cavalry killed one NVA, two VC and uncovered 300 pounds of rice about one mile
southeast of LZ Leslie.

The bulk of the enemy rice was captured by the 4th Squadron, 7th Cavalry at two locations; 600 pounds three
miles north of LZ Ross and 500 Ibs two miles north of LZ Ross.

Elements of Amer i cal 6s 196t h Brigade killed eight VC, t wo NVA and
participated in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa.

Gunships from ACO Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry Kk
attempted to evade the aircraft. the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry searched the area and found one Chicom hand

grenade,oneM-1 r i f 1l e, two green uniforms and some document s. fi BI
two separate incidents and detained three suspects. A company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry also killed four
vVC, who were fleeing from the infantrymen. AiCd Troop, 1st

meters from the Cav position. A check of the area found one VC wounded, one hand grenade, one ammunition
pouch and 30 rounds of Chicom ammunition. The wounded VC was evacuated to the 2nd Surgical Hospital for
treatment and interrogation. the Cav unit also detained and evacuated one suspect who was found hiding in a
bunker. fih& damd unio detpinea three tsuspects and found an M-26 hand grenade and 18 rounds of
M-1 ammunition. iF0O Troop (F Troop = F/ 17 Catheldhy armor) a
Battalion 31st Infantry detained another. An element of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry detained a suspect
who had been following them on their patrol. The individual had a US bayonet and a flashlight in his possession.
An element of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry found two NVA canteens, some documents, and a diary,
while on a search and destroy mission.

The fAJungle Warriorso of Americaldés 11th Brigade hit enemy
south of Duc Pho.

In action seven miles north of Duc Pho a company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry commanded by CPT Ernest
Medina (Schofield Barracks, Ha) spotted a small VC force in the morning. The unit called in helicopter gunships
which killed two enemy. Anot her company of the fASykebds Re
Beach, HA) locat ed si x graves five miles wet of Duc Pho. A reconn
under 1LT Wiliam Adams (Madison, Ind) burned approximately 1,000 punji stakes, which they found tied in
bundles six miles east of Duc Pho.
Eight miles northwest of Duc Pho an element of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by CPT Patrick M. Trinkle
(Stonewall-on-the-Hudson, N.Y.) discovered a 155mm booby-trapped round, one radio and a number of
documents. Two American Soldiers were wounded by a booby-trapped M-79 round. In the same area a
reconnaissance element from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by 1LT John P. Nolan (Hopkinsville, Ky) found
leaflets urging the Vietnamese to help kill American troops. A further search netted two radios, one Chicom
grenade, and documents. Five suspects were also detained. Twenty miles northwest of Duc Pho a company
commanded by CPT Joseph Rhinehart (Canton, N.C.) detained two suspects, on whom they found a number of
home made bombs and ammunition. Two US soldiers were wounded by a grenade in the incident. CPT Stanley
Wisniewski (Sugar Notch, Pa) led his company to an area about seven miles north of Duc Pho, where they made
contact with a VC unit of unknown size. The killed two VC and detained one suspect in the action.

In Operation Muscatine, Americal déds 198th reported no enemy
here.

Civic action soldiers of the ABrave and Boldo treated 363 V
Three was no enemy contactin Amer i cal 6s 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantryobds area ¢

units participated in Operation Muscatine.
Americal Division units reported two U.S. soldiers were killed and 10 wounded in ground action yesterday.
Amer i cal 6s Batdatiohflevx1,08%sbriies, oarried 1,261 combat troops, and hauled 277 tons of cargo
in support of division units yesterday.

------------ AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS SHEET-------------
Major General S.W. Koster Commanding General, Americal Division
Information Officer ........... MAJ Patrick H. Dionne
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Partly cloudy with showers in the morning. Winds east to northeasterly at 8-10 knots. Low in the
morning 70. High tomorrow after noon around 82.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICALIO)iYest erday6s activities regained momentum
Division reported killing 19 Viet Cong, while operating throughout the southern | Corps. American
forces listed one U.S. soldier killed and 22 infantrymen wounded.

Two companies of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry are working in conjunction with the 5th and 6th
ARVN Regiments, who are operating in the Tam Ky area.

Units of Amer ideradoréed killihgd16 anth detBiming g4asuspects in action west of
Tam Ky during Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.

A company from the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry, commanded by CPT Dennis A. Leach (Fairmont,
Minn), observed four Viet Cong hiding in a bush. The four were forced out and tried to escape,
resulting in four VC killed. AiCo Troop, 7th Squadron,
to evade. They also destroyed one camouflaged sampan. An element of the 4th Battalion, 31st
Infantry commanded by CPT William L. Spear (Ottowa, lowa) spotted four VC running into a tunnel. A
member of the unit entered the tunnel and killed one of the four, when one VC tried to kill him.

Another VC was detained after trying to escape out of the back ext of the tunnel. After commands to
the remaining two failed to bring them out, a hand grenade was thrown into the tunnel resulting in two
more VC killed. In the eight foot long tunnel was found several rounds of AK-47, K-44, and M-16
ammo. The tunnel was later destroyed. Later, the same company saw four VC running about 600
meters from their position. Artillery was called in resulting in two VC killed.

No significant action was reported by the 3y d AGarry
One VC was Kkilled by the infantrymen of the Americal 6
Action increased yesterday south of Chu Lai as Americ
Cong.

Early yesterday morning an Americal Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol discovered the body of a
VC in a VC burial mound. The kill was credited to the brigade atrtillery.
The action in Operation Muscatine 13 miles southeast of Chu Lai claimed two enemy kills. A patrol
from the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry killed one VC who had attempted to flee after warning shots were
fired. Americal s 176th Aviation Company reported kil
Brigade. An element of the 198th operating southeast of Chu Lai came upon two Viet Congwho were
preparing mines and booby traps. The VC fled the area leaving behind six 105mm rounds and seven
hand grenades. The same element also uncovered 250 pounds of rice and some enemy arms
ammo during a search and destroy mission.
Units of Americal 6 s 11t h Brigade killed four VC in action arou
A cordon and search late afternoon by an element of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry, commanded by
CPT Stanley Wisniewski (Sugar Notch, Pa) detained 30 suspects. The village chief, who
accompanied the unit, identified the suspects. A company of the same Battalion, commanded by CPT
Ronald Tumelson (Red Bluff, Calif) killed two VC. The unit was operating eight miles northwest of
Duc Pho. One VC was killed by an element of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry, who were on a search
and destroy mission. The company is commanded by CPT Sario Caravalho (Ewa Beach, Ha). Eight
other suspects were picked up during the days activities. One other VC was killed late Thursday and
wasnotincl uded in Fridayés body count.

------------ AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS SHEET-----—---—--—--
Major General S.W. Koster Commanding General, Americal Division
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Continued cloudy with intermittent light rain Monday morning. Winds northeasterly at 10 knots per

hour . Mondayo6s high 78. Low 65.

The Armyod6s mostedelcroartaetdedt anli3t5th anniversary yesterday a
The Americal Di vi si onés 1st Squadr on, 1st Cavalry was originally
symbolized by sixty-eight Battle Honors.

In yesterdaybés ceremony 19 Silver Stars, 10 Bronze Stars
awarded to Cavalrymen.

Maj or Gener al S. W. Koster, Americal Division commanding ge
your mobility and overall force of the wunit. oo

Miracle Division In Combat Action
CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)8 Americal Division forces killed 57 enemy soldiers in action throughout southern |
Corps yesterday. Americal units suffered two soldiers killed and seven infantrymen sounded and evacuated for
treatment.
Operations in Americal és 196th Br i gade elemestuphrtcipaingi n a 31 ene
in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.
A unit of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry found graves containing 11 NVA killed by small arms fire. A company of
the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry led by 1LT Homer Krout (Hopewell, Va), discovered graves containing one VC
and four NVA killed by artillery. They also killed one NVA and captured two Chicom hand grenades.
A 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry company led by CPT Cecil H. Oxford (Corpus Christi, Texas), killed two VC. A
reconnaissance platoon from the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry killed one VC and three NVA soldiers. CPT Dennis
A. Leachoés (Fairmont, Minn), company killed four VC. A 2nd
J. Greenlaw (Michigan City, Ind), killed one NVA and captured one pack, four Chicom hand grenades, and one
box of .50 caliber ammunition. A reconnaissance patrol accounted for two NVA kills. The brigades command and
control helicopter killed one NVA soldier.
Friday a unit of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry led by CPT William L. Speer (Ottawa, Kan), found
1,470 rounds of 12.7 ammunition, two boxes of A-30 batteries, and a bunker complex. Yesterday the
company found another bunker complex with five bunkers and 55 foxholes with connecting trenches.
All were destroyed or filled in.
In other Operation Wheeler/ Wallowa action, ACo Troop, 7t h S
Americal 6s 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry, killed seven Viet Conc
El ements of Amer éreparledkiling kigh8\iehCoriyiiniagian douth of Chu Lai.
Companies of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry killed the eight VC and captured three individual and one crew-
served weapon.
Action in Americal s 11t h Binlegendlélédseight suspacts detainedprnelr at i on r esul
one weapon captured.
A combat assault by a Task Force Barker company of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry eight miles northwest of
Quang Ngai in the Operation Muscat inghips franr theal7tm[sict 174h f i ve VC
Aviation Company flying in support of the 3rd Infantry company killed two enemy shortly after the assault began.
Later in the morning the company commanded by CPT Earl R.
Michles (Pocahontas, Ark), encountered and killed three Viet Cong and captured an M-2 carbine, and three
Chicom hand grenades. Another company of Task Force Barker led by CPT Ernest Medina (Schofield Barracks,
Ha), apprehended two suspects after a booby trap they were rigging exploded nine miles north of Quang Ngai.
A small Viethamese boy led a military police unit commanded by SSG Lones R. Warran (Taylors, S.C.), to an
ordinance cache eight miles north of Quang Ngai. The haul included 47 pounds of TNT, 26 M-79 rounds, seven
60mm mortar rounds, six rifle grenades, a claymore mine and 300 rounds of small arms ammunition.
Three evading VC were killed early yesterday morning by a company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry during
operations six miles northwest of Duc Pho. Later the company led by CPT Ronald Tumelson (Red Bluff, Calif),
uncovered nearly 8,000 pounds of rice. The rice was evacuated for Civil Affairs use. The unit also evacuated a
suspect found in a 60 foot long tunnel.
An ambush from an AAl ways Fir st 0nebad(@antom M.C.;laltadtacnded by CPT J
suspects nine miles northwest of Duc Pho. The two attempted to escape arms fire during a sweep three miles
north of Duc Pho. A brief exchange of fire left two VC dead.
Another company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry detained four suspects and found an M-26 hand grenade 13
miles northwest of Duc Pho. In the same area Robert Dickson (Decatur, Ga), uncovered a booby trap. When it
was destroyed a secondary explosion occurred.
APCs from fAFO [ ?s iattathedforthe 8rgh Battalios, #th Ifantvy ach manikin like straw
dummies in a field two miles north of Duc Pho. the figures looked like soldiers bending over with weapons. When
the troops commanded by 2LT Chris Lane (Olympia, Wash), moved in for a closer look three men fled from
behind the manikins. The VC have used this tactic often with the addition of mines and booby traps planted
around the straw men.



Volume 1 No. 323 Americal Daily New Sheet Friday March 8, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Partly cloudy Saturday. No precipitation expected. Winds will be southeasterly at 10 knots. High
Saturday 86. Low Saturday night 68.
VIETNAM WAR NEWS

SAIGON (UPI) i General William C. Westmoreland issued a statement Wednesday confirming his faith in the U.S.
Marines in the face of news reports that he had lost confidence in the Leathernecks.

The news reports stemmed from the fact that Westmoreland had sent his assistant U.S. Commander, General Creighton
Abrams, the Marine-run northern | Corps to take over management of the Demilitarized Zone and Khe Sanh area.

AContrary to these speculative news stories | wish to make it abso
and management considerations and have nothing to do with the performance of the Marines which is, and always has been,

excellent,d the commander said.

U.S. ARMY Gen. William Rosson, former commander of U.S. forces in central South Vietham, has subsequently been

assigned as Abramsd6 ascé sCammamd, AWiéeétnamy Reswartdad established at
coast.

Alt has distressed me greatly to |l earn that some news articles hav

Corps tactical zone as a reflection againstthe US.Mar i ne Corps and the Marine Amphibious Force,
[Historian Note: L TG Rosson formerly commanded Task Force Oregon, and the Americal Division operated under command of
the Third Marine Amphibious Force who controlled gperations in | Corps].
AMERICAL (MIRACLE) DIVISION IN ACTION
CHU LAI (AMERICAL |O)d8Elements of the Americal Division accounted for 26 North Viethamese Army
soldiers and 12 Viet Cong killed in fighting throughout southern | Corps yesterday. Americal units reported four
soldiers killed and 14 wounded and evacuated for treatment.
El ements of Americalodés 196th Brigade discovered 16 NVA who
killed three more enemy soldiers in acti omfVallolar oughout t he i
A company of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by CPT Jose R. Feliciano (Baltimore, Md), discovered 11 fresh
graves during a search and destroy operation northwest of Tam Ky. The enemy soldiers had been killed by
artillery fire.
Agunshi p of #ACO Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry commanded b
observed three NVA soldiers hiding in spider holes approximately 100 meters in front of a position held by a
company of the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry. The enemy moved to the location and killed one of the NVA. During
a search of the area, the company, commanded by CPT
Andrew J. Monday (Jonesboro, Ga), discovered graves containing two NVA killed by artillery fire, and one M-72
LAW, and one NVA gas mask. Another company of the battalion led by CPT Clifford R. Sherer (Columbus, Ga),
found two more graves containing two NVA bodies also apparer
Battalion, 82nd Artillery.
In other action yesterday a company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CPT Dennis A. Leach (Fairmont,
Minn), Kkilled one Viet Cong whoCPiasDaenviaedi nRy tMed | coonndpsa nFyadi sr bpac
Alaska), company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry found one grave containingan NVA killed by small arms fire.
A company of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry killed one enemy and discovered 3,800 pounds of rice which was
evacuated to LZ Baldy.
ACO Troop of Americal ds 1st Squadr on, sévenmile€ronhadstofy report ed
Tam Ky in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.
Scattered contacts in the Duc Pho and Operation Muscatine area resulted in six enemy killed and five suspects
detained by Americalés 11th Brigade yesterday.
An ambush from a company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by 2LT Henry T. Smith (La Puente, Calif),
engaged three Viet Cong four miles north of Duc Pho Wednesday night. One Viet Cong was killed and two
apprehended. Yesterday the company led by CPT Joe Rhinehart (Canton, N.C.), detained three suspects and
found four puniji pits during operations two miles north of Duc Pho. A company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry
killed two Viet Cong south of Duc Pho.
A company of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry engaged five Viet Cong soldiers early yesterday morning following a
combat assault 14 miles northwest of Quang Ngai in the Operation Muscatine area. The unit led by CPT Earl R.
Mi chles (Pocahontas, Ark), killed three of yCRTeloheR.emy . Anot
Sam (Waverly, R.l.) engaged six Viet Cong who were taking elusive action. the company later found a squad size
Viet Cong camp 13 miles southwest of Quang Ngai.
Four Viet Cong were Kkilled yest er daajingblymiles $oethoAChelrai cal 6 s 198t
A platoon from a company of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry led by 2LT Gregory C. Reeser (Kings Beach, Calif),
engaged an armed enemy force near the Tra Bong River late yesterday afternoon. During a brief battle Reese 6 s
infantrymen killed four Viet cong and captured two M-1 carbines, five carbine magazines and 100 rounds of small
arms ammunition.
Civic action soldiers of the ABrave and Boldo took advantag
and treated 273 Vietnamese during visits to several local villages.
Helicopters from the 14th Aviation Battalion flying in support of Americal units carried 1,437 combat troop, flew
998 sorties and hauled 247 tons of cargo yesterday.
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Decreasing cloudiness and precipitation Wednesday. Winds variable at 3 knots per hour. High

Wednesday 84. Low Wednesday night 72.
MIRACLE DIVISION IN ACTION: 114

Enemy Killed in Southern | Corps Tactical Zone
CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) i Increased contacts with enemy forces resulted in 114 enemy killed by Americal
Division units yesterday. Operation Wheeler/Wallowa forces saw the heaviest fighting of the day as they reported
96 enemy kills. Operation Muscatine units killed 13 VC and other 11th Brigade elements around Duc Pho
accounted for five other enemy kills. Americal forces reported five soldiers killed and 24 wounded and evacuated
for treatment in fighting throughout southern | Corps yesterday.

Units of Americal s6196th Brigade participating in Operation
kills and detained five suspects yesterday.

In the heaviest fighting elements of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry and supporting units reported killing 78 NVA
soldiers. The day long fighting took place in an area approximately 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky. By 6 p.m.
when enemy forces broke contact, ground units had killed 63 of the NVA. Tenair strikes were flown in the area
resulting in five NVA kills and artillery fire was responsible for 10 NVA Kkills.

A company of the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry commanded by 1LT Homer Krout (Hopewell, Va.) discovered the
graves containing two VC who had been killed by artillery fire. Later the company discovered five NVA packs

containing NVA documents and 200 rounds of AK-4 7 ammuni t i on. CPT Robert S. Hender so
company of the 35th Infantry killed one VC, one NVA soldier and detained one suspect.
CPT James T. Priceb6s (Fayetteville, N.C.) company of the 1s

discovered 2,700 pounds of rice which was evacuated to LZ Baldy. Another company of the 6th Infantry
commanded by CPT Dan E. Prapher (Lubbock, Tex.) evacuated another 1,000 pounds of rice.
A company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry commanded by CPT Larry R. Byers (Des Moines,
Wash.) detained four suspects. One was carrying a carbine when he was apprehended. Another
31st Infantry company found one VC who had been killed by artillery fire.
In other fiChargero action an observation aircraft spotted f
Artillery was called in resulting in one VC Kill.
Other Operation Wheeler/Wallowaa ct i on saw el ements of Americalds 1st Squadr
enemy forces resulting in 10 NVA soldiers killed.
All the kills occurred in the same general area (approximately 10 miles northwest of Tam Ky) where continued
contacts with the enemy since March 4th have now claimed 304 enemy dead.
Americal déds 11th Brigadeds Jungle Warriorso killed 17 Viet C
yesterday.
Americal scout teams operating in the Operation Muscatine area accounted for eight enemy killed and two
weapons captured.
In other action northwest of Quang Ngai two VC were killed by a member of a company of the 4th Battalion, 3rd
Infantry commanded by CPT Earl Michles (PocahontAs, Ark). /
Gonzales (Queens Village, N.Y.) killed two enemy soldiers. Later they detained two suspects hiding in a bunker
and another who was hiding in a ditch. Reconnaissance elements of the 3rd Infantry commanded by 1LT Bruce
A. Kendricks (Chattsworth, Ga) discovered a cache of medical supplies. They also located 1,000 pounds of rice
in a hedgerow.
In other Muscatine operations a company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry commanded by CPT Sario Caravalho
(Ewa Beach, Ha)
captured a rifle, 48 rounds of ammunition, a pistol belt and a poncho. A company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry
operating northwest of Quang Ngai encountered three VC attempting to evade. One was killed and one detained.
In the Duc Pho area a reconnaissance unit from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry led by 1LT John Nolan
(Hopkinsville, Ky) killed one enemy soldier and detained anc
suspects and captured an M-1 carbine with ammunition yesterday morning. Later they detained two more
suspects and captured a rifle. A company commanded by CPT Ronald Tumelson (Red Bluff, Calif) also detained
a suspect carrying a Russian sniper rifle equipped with a scope. Sunday night soldiers from brigade headquarters
killed one VC as he attempted to penetrate perimeter defenses at LZ Bronco. Two VC were killed by an 11th
Brigade unit in the Duc Pho area late last night. LZ Bronco also reported receiving mortar fire Sunday night.
Damage and casualties were listed as light.
An Americal Division Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol killed an NVA soldier near Duc Pho yesterday.
Scattered action was reported in Americal déds 198th Brigadebs
reported.
Americal 6s 14th Avi at i o raridld,826 eombattroopsfahdédauled334ltdhsof cargor t | e s , c
in support of the division yesterday.
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Cloudy Thursday morning becoming partly cloudy in the afternoon. No precipitation expected.

Winds will be from the northeast at 8-10 knots per hour. High Thursday 85. Low Thursday night 73.
AMERICAL DIVISION RECORDS 74 ENEMY KILLS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) - Americal units recorded an enemy body count of 60 NVA soldiers and
14 Viet Cong in fighting throughout southern | Corps yesterday. Four Americal soldiers were killed
and eight wounded and evacuated in yesterday's action.

Units of the Americal's 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry participating in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa
reported killing 57 NVA yesterday.

"C" Troop, 1st Cavalry on a reconnaissance mission in an area seven miles northwest of Tam Ky
discovered 51 NVA bodies. The enemy were believed to have been killed in the heavy fighting of
March 10. Six of the bodies were in graves and the remaining 45 were discovered in destroyed
bunker positions and spider holes.

Yesterday's ground action saw scattered enemy contacts with two NVA Kills reported. In air action
"C" Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry , flying in direct support of Cavalry operations, killed four NVA
seven miles northwest of Tam Ky yesterday.

Other Operation Wheeler/Wallowa action saw elements of Americal's 196th Brigade in small unit
contacts which resulted in one Viet Cong and three NVA Kkills. Other activity in the "Chargers" area
netted 5,800 pounds of rice which was evacuated yesterday.

A company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry recorded three NVA kills and an ambush patrol from a
1st Battalion, 6th Infantry unit killed one VC.

Members of a company of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry commanded by CPT Robert D. Leinen, Sr.
(Auburn, N.Y.) found and evacuated 4,300 pounds of rice. Another 6th Infantry company led by CPT
James T. Price Fayetteville, N.C.) discovered a sandbag containing medical supplies, blank I.D.
cards, 144 rounds of 30 caliber ammunition and three 9mm clips containing 90 rounds of ammunition.

A 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry company led by CPT Joseph F. Stringham (Appleton, Wis)
discovered and evacuated 1,500 pounds of rice. All the rice will be turned over to local
refugee centers.

"Jungle Warriors" of Americal's 11th Brigade reported killing 10 VC in Operation Muscatine and two
VC in the Duc Pho area yesterday.

In Operation Muscatine a reconnaissance element of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry observed 40 VC
with weapons and called in artillery resulting in 10 VC kills. Members of a 3rd Infantry company
commanded by CPT Earl Michles (Pocahontas, Ark) found and destroyed a 60mm booby trap
northwest of Quang Ngai yesterday.

In the Duc Pho area a reconnaissance platoon of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry (A Company)
commanded by 1LT William Adams (Madison, Ind) killed one VC in a grey uniform and detained two
suspects. One of the suspects led the unit to a tunnel where they found one K-44, an M-1 carbine,
ammunition, documents, NVA uniforms and another suspect.

Another company of the "Syke's Regulars" Battalion led by CPT Charles Seketa (Schenectady,
N.Y.) killed one VC and detained six suspects. They also found and destroyed a 155mm booby trap
in an area southeast of Duc Pho. other units in the Duc Pho area detained two suspects late
yesterday.

Limited enemy contacts were reported by Americal's 198th Brigade in operations around Chu Lai
yesterday. "Brave and Bold" units reported killing one enemy soldier.

CHANGE OF FORMAT

The Americal News Sheet no longer contains such items as Datelines Around the World and Vietham
War News. The staff at the information office is presently devoting its time and efforts to the writing
and planning for a division newspaper and magazine. The new publications should appear next
month. The new publications will initially be printed monthly. However, the newspaper will become a
weekly publication, and the magazine will become a quarterly or semi-annual.

MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General
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Cloudy to partly cloudy with winds from the southeast at 5 to 10 knots. No precipitation expected.
High Sunday 85. Low Sunday night 70.

AMERICAL DIVISION (MIRACLE) IN ACTION: 25 ENEMY KILLED

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) i The Americal Division welcomes its new Assistant Division commander, Colonel
James V. Galloway (Athens and Glouster, Ohio). The out-going Assistant Division Commander, Brigadier
General Charles W. Ryder Jr., (Vineyard Haven, Mass), has been assigned to Headquarters USARPAC.

Turning to the war, numerous small scale contacts with enemy forces resulted in 25 enemy killed and five
weapons captured by Americal Division forces yesterday. As a result of fighting throughout southern | Corps
yesterday one Americal soldier was killed and three wounded and evacuated for treatment.

Fotyone Hoi Chanhs have rallied to the GVNOds Chieu Hoi ( Open
Division during the first week of March. Since January 1st, 239 enemy soldiers have chosen to become Hoi
Chanhs. For the week ending 14 March, 2.4 million leaflets have been dropped throughout the Americal area.

In yesterdays6 fighting increased contacts by Americalbés 19
two weapons captured in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa.

Members of a company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry led by CPT James F. Stringham
(Appleton, Wis) received heavy automatic weapons fire from an unknown size enemy force. The
infantrymen returned the fire, checked the area, and found two NVA killed during the fight. A
reconnaissance unit of the 31st Infantry killed two VC and captured one M-1 carbine.

A 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry company commanded by CPT Dan E. Prapher (Lubbock, Texas), killed one VC.

Another company of the 6th Infantry led by CPT Robert D. Leinen Sr. (Auburn, N.Y.), killed one VC.

In ground action a company a company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry commanded by CPT Cecil H. Oxford
(Corpus Christi, Texas), killed one Viet Cong. An Americal Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol killed two VC and
captured one carbine, and M-26 hand grenade, medical supplies and web gear. A 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry
company accounted for one VC kill late yesterday.

Inairtoogr ound actppn7fif0oSduadr on, 17t h Cavalry while flying ir
killed two VC and spotted two VC who had been killed by artillery. Five tactical air strikes were flown in support of
the 196th resulting in four military structures and one bunker destroyed. Twenty meters of trench was also
opened-up.

Aico Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry flying in close suppo
six VC kills. The gunships recorded the enemy kills in two locationsinthel st Caval ryés area of Operat
Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.

One VC was killed by a gunship supporting 1st Cavalry elements on a search and destroy mission five miles
northwest of Tam Ky. Five of the Viet Cong were killed by gunships four miles southeastof Thang Binh as ground
elements were conducting search and destroy missions.

Americal déds 11th Brigade fAJungle Warriorso reported four ene

VC kill north of Duc Pho yesterday. Three weaponswere capturedand one suspect was detained in
operations.

An AAero Scouto observation helicopter operating in Task Fo
escaping into a spider hole ten miles nor tnhytrappswipuang Ngai

were air lifted to the area within five minutes. Once on the ground they engaged and killed four Viet Cong and
captured one M-1 rifle, an SKS and a machine gun. The unit also found four Chicom hand grenades and 450
rounds of small arms ammunition.

A company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry killed an evading VC early yesterday five miles northwest of Duc
Pho. the unit is commanded by DPT Joe Rhinehart (Canton, N.C.). One suspect was detained for questioning in
the AAl ways Firsto area.

A tunnel approximately 130 feet long was destroyed by a company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry one mile
southwest of Duc Pho.

CPT David E. Shanks (Saskatoon, Sask), and his MEDCAP Team from the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry treated
114 Vietnamese in the Village of An Phang 12 miles northwest of Quang Ngai yesterday.

Activity slowed down in Americalds 198th Brigadeb6s area yes
operations in the area were instrumental in the destruction of several caves and tunnels.
AiHO Troop, 17th Cavalry on a search and clear mission north

which had been used recently. The tunnel along with eight caves, discovered in the same area, were destroyed.
Later in the day the cavalrymen came upon an enemy bivouc site and also uncovered one 105mm round at the
site.
An Americal Division air observer flying west of here spotted four huts under heavy canopy. Artillery from a
battery of the 3rd Battalion, 16th Artillery was called in on the position. The huts were destroyed causing several
secondary explosions. The artillery also destroyed one bunker and closed the entrances to two tunnels.
Civic action soldiers of the @Br av dauringtveb arBaarledical vidits. eat ed 614 V



Vol. 1. No. 332 Sunday March 17, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Scattered cloudiness throughout Monday. Winds variable at 3-5 knots per hour. Scattered rain in the
afternoon. High Monday 88. Low Monday night 72.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL-IO) -- A combat assault into a hot LZ started the day off right for infantrymen in the
Task Force Barker area of Operation Muscatine yesterday. By mid-afternoon when the enemy broke contact
Ame r i c @Brigade sdidiers with support from artillery had killed 128 Viet Cong. The 128 enemy dead was
the largest enemy body count recorded by the 11" Brigade for a 24 hour period since they took control of
Operation Muscatine. It also is the largest number kiledbythei Jungl e Warri orso in one dayds f
became a part of the Americal Division. [Historian Note: The 128 Viet Cong killed turned out to be a false
report in the My Lai investigation]
Ot her enemy contact i n t herpsvesetedin@dnémy soldierekdledmOpestomt hern | C
Wheeler/Wallowa and one enemy death recorded near Chu Lai. Five Americal soldiers were killed and 17
wounded and evacuated for treatment yesterday.
For the third time in recent weeks 11" Brigade infantrymen in Task Barker raided a Viet Cong stronghold known
as fAPinkvilledo six miles northeast of Quang Ngai
fiJungle Warriorso, along with artillery and helicopter supp
Contacts throughout the morning and early afternoon resulted in 128 enemy killed, 13 suspects detained and
three weapons captured.
A Task Force Barker company of the 15t Battalion, 20" Infantry conducted a combat assault west of My Lai and
quickly killed one VC while movingaway from t he LZ. i S h & Avation Gompasylkilep s from t he
four more enemy during the assault.
iAero Scout 0 hel i“Awapoh @mganyfwere supportimgethe Infaur8rymen and killed two
enemy. The dAWar L60mematarsounsso | ocated 40
The infantry company led by CPT Ernest Medina (Schofield Barracks, Ha), of the 1% Battalion, engaged and
killed 14 VVC and captured three M-1 rifles, a radio and enemy documents while moving toward the village. One of
the ten suspects apprehended by the company told an interpreter that 35 VC had moved into the village two hours
earlier.
As the AWarriorso moved through the marshes a miles west of
battery of the 61 Battalion, 11 Artillery. The battery commanded by CPT Steven Gamble (Portsmouth, N.H.),
fired on the enemy from a location approximately three miles to the north.
A platoon of fBar k e'BatalionB3 kfantry wassadliftetl into axposititn south of My Lai.
The unit was led by 2LT Thomas K. Willingham (Clark, N.J.), engaged an unknown number of enemy along the
beach one half mile south of the village. When contact was broken 30 Viet Cong lay dead.
Early in the afternoon a platoon observed enemy soldiers escaping into a tunnel complex. Eight of the enemy
were killed and web gear, hand grenades, and small arms ammunition was recovered. Three additional suspects
were detained in the Operation Muscatine area 11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.
El ements of UBrigadeikited 20 @remyltréops and captured seven weapons, including two
Chicom |Ilight machine guns as action picked u-alowar oughout t he
yesterday.
A company of the 2" Battalion, 35" Infantry commanded by CPT Robert S. Henderson (Reno, Nev), found the
bodies of ten NVA soldiers that had been killed by artillery fire. Continuing its search and destroy operation the
company discovered two huts containing the two Chicom light machine guns, three packs, 53 rounds of 40mm
ammunition, two trip flares and two ponchos. Members of a company of the P! Battalion, 61 Infantry
commanded by CPT Dan E. Prether (Lubbock, Texas), killed three VC in two separate encounters. Another
company of the 61 Battalion, led by CPT James T. Price (Fayettesville, N.C.), received two incoming hand
grenades while on a sweeping operation. The infantrymen returned the fire and killed one VC. A reconnaissance
element of the 15t Battalion, found one LAW and 100 rounds of 7.62mm ammunition hidden in a cave.
In other AChar ger 0 & Battalian 21 anfamtry kiigd awo gnenoyfsoldiers ia tw@ separate
incidents. CPT John T. Thomas on 6“%BattliSnekiled ona 4C aRddfauld, Md) , c omp e
the body of another killed by small arms fire. Another 218 Infantry company commanded by CPT Jose. R.
Feliciano (Baltimore, Md), killed one VC and found a loaded pistol during a search and destroy mission.
An Americal Division Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol killed one NVA and captured a pistol and some
documents. A company of the 4" Battalion, 315t Infantry commanded by CPT Daniel R. Mellon (Fairbanks,
Alaska) captured two more enemy weapons, an M-1 carbine and an AK-47 with three magazines.
I'n other Operation Wheel er / WhSgladron,ds Cawalty operating atound Tas Kyadétainddne r i cal 6s 1
three suspects during search and destroy missions yesterday.
One enemy was killed by an Americal 198" Brigade unit operating south of Chu Lai yesterday. The lone Viet
Cong kill occurred in the afternoon when a patrol form the ABrave a
Officials reported that the area nearby was constantly mined and booby trapped by the Viet Cong.
Ame r i c%@Aviatien Battlion flew 1,138 sorties, carried 1,447 combat troops and hauled 274 tons of cargo in support of
the division yesterday.



Vol. 1. No. 333 Monday March 18, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Partly cloudy Tuesday with little change foreseen. Winds variable at 10 knots per hour. High Tuesday 90. Low
Tuesday night 73.
Americal Units Kill 43 In Action Yesterday

CHU LAI (AMERICAL-IO) --- Americal Division forces recorded 43 enemy Kkills in fighting throughout
southern | Corps yesterday. Americal units reported three infantrymen killed and 11 wounded and evacuated for
treatment.

Elements of Americal's 196th Brigade killed 18 enemy and captured one 60mm mortar tube in contacts
throughout the "Chargers" area of Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.

A company of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry commanded by CPT Robert E. Corringan Jr. (Arlington, VA.) killed
two VC with 81mm mortar fire. A unit of the 21st Infantry killed one VC on a search and destroy mission. CPT
Cecil H. Oxford's (Corpus Christi, Tex.) company of the 3d Battalion, found one NVA that had been killed by an air
strike.

Members of a company of the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry commanded by CPT Jose R. Feliciano (Balt,
Md.) killed two VC and found one 60mm mortar tube while on a search and destroy mission.

A 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry company commanded by CPT Robert D. Leinen Sr. (Auburn N.Y.) found and
evacuated 1,200 pounds of rice. Another 6th Infantry company led by CPT James T. Price (Fayettesville, N.C.)
killed one VC. Other elements of the 6th Infantry killed two NVA.

CPT Larry R. Byer's (Des Moines, Wash.) company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry adjusted artillery on three
NVA. One NVA was killed by the rounds fired by a battery of the 3d Battalion, 82nd Artillery. The company later
killed one NVA soldier.

"F" Troop, 17th Cavalry was credited with one enemy kill and a 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry company engaged
eight NVA and killed four. "C" Troop 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry recorded two VC kills while flying in general
support of the "Chargers" yesterday.

Units of Americal's 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry reported an enemy body count of eight yesterday in Operation
Wheeler/Wallowa near Tam Ky.

A troop of the 1st Cavalry on a search and destroy mission north of Tam Ky picked up one of the enemy kills. A
tank commanded by SSG Bobby L. Ward (Duganville, Tex.) was responsible for the enemy Kill.

Another unit of the Cavalry on a search and destroy mission nine miles northwest of Tam Ky discovered a mass
grave containing seven NVA bodies. Platoon SGT Gil |. Martinez (Killeen Tex.) along with SGT James M. Wanner
(Grand Rapids, Mich.) discovered the grave site.

"Jungle Warriors" of Americal's 11th Brigade killed 10 enemy soldiers in the Duc Pho area and six in Operation
Muscatine yesterday.

Action tapered off in the Operation Muscatine area after Saturday's heavy contact in which 128 VC were killed.
"Jungle Warrior" soldiers of Task Force Barker continued to push through paddies northeast of Quang Ngai and
killed six VC yesterday.

A company commanded by CPT Earnest Medina (Schofield Barracks [sic], Ha.) killed three VC and detained
two suspects while searching villages and tunnels. Another unit of "Barkers Bastards" led by CPT Earl Michles
(Pocahontas, Ark) of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry killed a VC in the same area. Another 3rd Infantry unit killed
two VC later in the day.

Units of the 11th Brigade's 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry conducted a combat assault eight miles north of Duc Pho
yesterday. A company led by CPT Joe Rhinehart (Canton, N.C.) discovered a large tunnel complex and killed
five VC. Another 1st Infantry company found the body of a VC killed by artillery. Earlier in the day a unit
discovered a large VC base camp with several foxholes and bunkers. Although they found some supplies, the
enemy had evacuated the area. The unitis led by CPT Robert Dickson (Decatur, Ga).

A company of the 1st Battalion; 20th Infantry killed three VC late Sunday night. Yesterday a 20th Infantry
company discovered the body of a VC killed by artillery.

One enemy soldier was reported killed in Americal's 198th Brigade's area of operations yesterday.

A company of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry reported killing the enemy when the infantrymen fired on
movement outside their night perimeter. The VC body was recovered at daybreak yesterday.

In operations north of Chu Lai a unit of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry reported finding a booby trapped anti-tank
mine. It had been buried on a trail frequently used by track vehicles in that area.

Americal's 14th Aviation Battalion
flew 1,328 sorties, carried 1,961 combat troops and hauled 313 tons of cargo in support of the division yesterday.




Vol. 1 No. 334 Tuesday March 19, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Partly Cloudy Wednesday with little change foreseen. Winds variable at 5 knots per hour. High Wednesday 90. Low
Wednesday night 72.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL - I0)—- Forces of the Americal Division reported 29 enemy killed and 122 individual weapons
captured in a day that saw fighting throughout southern | Corps. Americal units suffered three soldiers killed and 13
wounded and evacuated for further medical care.

Enemy contacts in the 196th area of Operation Wheeler/Wallowa resulted in 11 enemy killed by units of the
Americal's "Charger" Brigade.

A company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry commanded by CPT Larry R. Byers (Des Moines, Wash) found graves
containing four NVA bodies while on a search and destroy mission. The graves also contained two Chicom hand
grenades, one NVA gas mask and two AK-47 magazines. Another company of the battalion commanded by CPT
Daniel R. Mellon (Fairbanks, Alaska) spotted 21 VC moving north of the company's position. Artillery was called in
killing three VC.

Members of a company of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry commanded by CPT lan E. Prather (Lubbock, Tex) killed one VC and
captured 2,000 pounds of rice which was evacuated to "Charger Hill". Another 6th Infantry company led by CPT Robert D. Leinen,
Sr. (Auburn, N.Y.) found a complex of bunkers and trenches containing 718 rounds of carbine ammunition, 248 rounds of 30caliber
ammunition, 14 NVA uniforms, two VC flags, assorted web gear, medical supplies and documents.

In the only other actions of he day, a company of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, commanded by CPT Jose R. Feliciano (Baltinore,
Md) killed two evading VC. A company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry commanded by CPT James F. Humphries (Pacific Grove,
Calif) called artillery on two VC, killing one.

In other Wheeler/Wallowa Operation action near Tam Ky elements of Americal's 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry reported killing seven
VC.

A troop of the 1st Cavalry was responsible for four of the Viet Cong killed as cavalrymen conducted a reconnaissance mission
seven miles northwest of Tam Ky. "C" Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry flying in support of thetroop recorded VC Kkills.

"Jungle Warriors" of Americal's 11th Brigade killed ten VC, detained 14 suspects and captured 13 weapons in action in the Duc
Pho and Operation Muscatine areas yesterday.

Infantrymen of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry encountered an estimated 50 VC in bunkers and tunnels late yesterday. Two
separate contacts resulted in nine enemy killed, ten suspects detained and 11 weapons captured.

Action 13 miles northwest of Duc Pho began late Sunday for the company of the "Always Fist" Battalion commanded by CPT
Robert Dickson (Decatur, Ga). As the unit moved to a night position, they received small arms and automatic weapons fire. The
company returned fire with negative results. Yesterday morning the company again received enemy fire and detained five suspects
in the troublesome area. One of the suspects told the company that there was a large number of VC in the area and five weapms
were hidden nearby. A force commanded by Cpt Michael Haymes (Columbus, GA) engaged three VC kiling one and detaining two.
Three weapons--a K-44 and two M-1 rifles were also captured. The unit continued to search the area and come upon the bunkers
and tunnels. The ensuing firefight lasted over an hour and the "Warriors" pushed close enough to throw hand grenades into the
enemy positions. When contact broke eight enemy were dead, two had been detained and five K-44s, two carbines, and a BAR
were captured. One other suspect was detained for questioning north of Duc Pho.

One evading VC was killed in the morning five miles southeast of Duc Pho by a company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry. The
"Syke's Regulars” unit led by CPT Sario Caravalho (Ewa Beach, Ha) also captured a Walther P-38 pistol.

Four suspects were detained in the Operation Muscatine area yesterday. A company from the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry found and
evacuated 3,000 pounds of rice.

A reconnaissance helicopter from "Primo Aviation Limited”, the brigade's aviation section, spotted ammunition cans and other
camouflaged field equipment ten miles northwest of Duc Pho. Automatic weapons fire and grenades were used to destroy the
enemy cache.

One enemy soldier was killed in Americal's 198th Brigade area yesterday during light and scattered activity.

The command and control ship of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry spotted two VC seven miles west of Chu Lai and killed one.

Civic action soldiers of the "Brave and Bold" treated 367 Viethamese; during two area medical visits yesterday.

Americal's 14th Aviation Battalion flew 1,338 sorties, carried 1,413 combat troops and hauled 183 tons of cargo in support of the
division yesterday.

---------------- AMERICAL NEWS SHEET-—-—---——---—
MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General
LTC Patrick H. Dionne, 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414 This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division as an
authorized Army Publication. This News Sheet is solely for Personnel in the Americal Division and may not be duplicated or
released to the news media.



Volume 1 No. 336 Americal Daily New Sheet Saturday March 21, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Partly cloudy to fair Friday. Winds from the southeast at 5-15 knots per hour. High Friday 88. Low Friday night 73.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL-IO) T Heavy fighting was reported by Operation Wheeler/Wallowa forces north of Chu Lai
yesterday. The Americal units killed 111 Viet Cong and captured four individual and one crew-served weapons.

Enemy activity tapered off in other parts of the division as division units reported killing two VC and one NVA and
capturing three individual weapons. In fighting througho
Corps three soldiers were killed and six wounded and evacuated for treatment.

An Americal multi-battalion force participating in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa fought enemy forces throughout the day
in an area 25 miles northwest of here.

The heaviest fighting occurred late in the afternoon when Americal forces received heavy recaoilless rifle, automatic
weapons and small arms fire. AT approximately 7 p.m., when the enemy broke contact, elements of the 1st Squadron,
l1st Cavalry, the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantr ywWwCavalnghad uppor t
killed 131 Viet Cong. As darkness set in Naval gunfire was called in on the VC position along the coast.

Americal 6s 196th Brigade killed two enemy and captured twv
Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.

A 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry company led by CPT Dennis A. Leach (Fairmont, Minn.) killed one NVA and captured
oneAK-47 al ong with a smal/l amount of document s. Ot her fACha
Infantry commanded by CPT Garland L. Reeves (Coolidge, Arz.) kill one evading VC. A company of the 4th Battalion,
31st Infantry led by CPT Larry r. Byers (Des Moines, Wash.) discovered a K-44 rifle in a cave.

Eight tactical air strikes were flown in the 196th area of operations yesterday.

Two APrimo Aviation Limitedod helicopters on a morning V
account for Americalés 11th Brigadeds only kil l-3GIf the da)
Honda (Honolulu, Ha.) were flying their observation aircrafts three miles southeast of Duc Pho when they observed the
VC taking evasive action.

A group of Vietnamese children earned some pocket money yesterday by turning over a weapon and ammunition to
sol di er s of Cdvdingl3 miteonorfhwest df ©ac Pho. The munition included an M-72 LAW, one M-79
round and an M-60 round.

A company of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry found a number of VC propaganda documents aimed at U.S. troops 11
miles northwest of Quang Ngai. Other activities in Operation Muscatine saw brigade infantrymen detain two suspects
and destroy one puniji pit. Five suspects were apprehended in the Duc Pho area yesterday.

Cooperation was the keynote yest er dogulated650Mietthmeses villagérs Amer i
yesterday. The vaccine was supplied by the Vietnamese government and the entire operation took only two hours.

Other MEDCAPs in the area yesterday brought the total to 1,468 Viethamese treated.

i s



Vol. 1 No. 337 Friday March 22, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Partly cloudy Saturday with little change. Winds variable at 5-10 knots per hour. High Saturday 95. Low Saturday 73.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL - IO)-- Operation Wheeler/Wallowa's enemy body count surged over the 7,000 mark yesterday as
Americal Forces killed 137 Viet Cong and captured 28 weapons in heavy fighting approximately 25 miles northwest of Chu Lai.
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa which began as two separate offensives in the early fall were combined on Nov. 11, 1967. Americal
forces are conducting the operation in the northern part of Quang Tin Province and the southern portion of Quang Nam Province As
of yesterday 3,335 NVA soldiers and 3,806 Viet Cong have been killed. There have been 1,089 ndividual weapons and 238 crew
served weapons captured. Americal forces have suffered 521 soldiers killed in the six month old offensive.

Besides the 137 Viet Cong killed by Operation Wheeler/Wallowa forces yesterday another Americal element reported three VC
kills. Nineteen infantrymen were wounded and evacuated as a result of yesterday's fighting.

The village of Ap Bon (1) approximately three miles northeast of LZ Baldy was the scene of heavy fighting yesterday in which112
VC were killed and 26 weapons were captured. The opposing forces consisted of a heavily armed and well dug-in fortified enemy
force and elements of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry and supporting APCs from "F" Troop, 17th Cavalry.

The time was mid-afternoon and "Charlie" was ready to spring his surprise ambush. As elements of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry
entered the village on a cordon and search operation, the main force VC unit opened up with small arms fire and grenades. The
action sharpened as the enemy poured in RPG and heavy machine gun fire. The Americal forces reacted quickly and effectively and
fought the enemy until 7:30 p.m. when contact broke. The APCs from "F" Troop, 17th Cavalry using their superior fire power klled
50 of the enemy. A platoon of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry led by 2LT Richard A. Arrington had accounted for 45 of the kills and a
reconnaissance element of the "Regulars" led by Thomas Bradbury had recorded 17 kills. The 14 crewserved weapons captured
included nine RPGs, one RPD, one Chicom machine gun and three recoilless rifles.

The 12 individual weapons were six AK-47s, four rifles, one SKS and an M-1 carbine.

Elsewhere in the 196th area of Operation Wheeler/Wallowa, "Charger" elements killed 10 enemy soldiers and detained 11
suspects.

A company of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry commanded by CPT Robert D. Leinen, Sr. (Auburn, N.Y.) killed one VC in a tunnel.
The tunnel contained two M-26 hand grenades, one Chicom hand grenade, one 60mm mortar base plate and an NVA shirt. The
company also detained six suspects. "F" Troop, 17th Cavalry operating in the same area killed two VC, captured one K-44 and
detained four suspects.

In other action yesterday a reconnaissance platoon of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry found a small enemy communications cache
hidden in a hut. One RPG rocket launcher and 500 rounds of linked 7.62 ammunition were also discovered in the hut.

A company of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry found a small enemy communications cache hidden in a hut. One RPG rocket
launcher and 500 rounds of linked 7.62 ammunition were also discovered in the hut.

A company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry commanded by CPT Daniel R. Mellon (Fairbanks, Alaska) killed two more VC from an
ambush site. Another company of the battalion led by CPT Larry R. Byers (Des Moines, Wash) found the body of a VC killed by
artillery.

A gunship from "C" Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry killed one VC while flying in general support of the 196th ground elemerts.

A reconnaissance platoon of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry killed one VC carrying a gas mask, a VC pack and some documents.
Another company of the "Syke's Regulars" detained one suspect who was evacuated for questioning.

(Above one or both units involved elements of A Company 1/20).

In other Operation Wheeler/Wallowa action Americal's 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry and supporting gunships met scattered enemy
resistance yesterday in an area seven miles northeast of Thang Binh where 111 VC were killed Wednesday. Yesterday the 1st
Cavalry units and gunships from "C" Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry killed 15 VC as they continued operations in the area.

Naval gunfire and air strikes were called in on suspected enemy locations Wednesday night. Yesterday morning the Americal
forces went into police the battlefield and began a sweeping operation to the north and east. Throughout the day sniper and light
small arms fire was reported. By dusk the 1st Cavalry units had recorded three VC kills. "C" Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry
gunships were responsible for 12 of the day's enemy body count as they flew close support and screening missions to back up he
ground units.

Three VC were killed yesterday by Americal's 11th Brigade in action in Operation Muscatine and in the Duc Pho area. The "Jungle
Warriors" also detained four suspects for questioning.

A "Shark" gunship from the 174th Aviation Company killed an enemy soldier in the morning while flying support for a combat
assault four miles north of Quang Ngai. The VC was carrying a pack, an M-26 hand grenade, and documents.

The brigade's command and control ship was responsible for a VC kill in the afternoon 10 miles southeast of Quang Ngai. The
aircraft went in to evacuate the enemy soldier who appeared to be wounded. As the helicopter touched down, the soldier hurled a
grenade which bounced off the side of the aircraft and killed the VC.

A VC detainee led a unit of the 11th Brigade to a weapons cache. When he opened the entrance to the cache, an explosion
occurred, killing.

A company from Task Force Barker found and destroyed eight hand grenades and a 60mm mortar round during operations 11
miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

Light enemy activity was reported yesterday in Americal' 198th Brigade area near Chu Lai and no enemy were killed.

Civic action soldiers and medics of the "Brave and Bold" Brigade treated 558 Viethamese in area medical visits yesterday.




Volume 1 No. 341 Americal Daily New Sheet Tuesday March 26, 1968
WEATHER REPORT

Cloudy Wednesday morning becoming partly cloudy in the afternoon. Winds from the north at 5-10 knots per hour.

High Wednesday 88. Low Wednesday night 71.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL-IO) 81 n yesterdayodés fighting Amer i adachpturecbseveres ki |
individual weapons. Division units reported three soldiers killed and nine wounded and evacuated for treatment.

El ements of Amer i cal 6esemytBréughiout tBeir arepafdperakon Wheelael/Wall®Bv yesterday.

A 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry company commanded by CPT Dennis A. Leach (Fairmont, Minn.) killed one evading Viet
Cong. Another company of the AGi mletsodo led by CPT James |

Members of a company of the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry led by 1LT Douglas J. Greenlaw (Michigan City, Ind.) while on
a searching operation killed one VC and captured three packs, three AK-47 magazines, documents and a small
amount of medical supplies. The command and control ship of the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry killed three VC.

In other fAChargerodo action AF0 Troop, 17th Cavalry |l ed by
and a unit of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry accounted for one enemy Kkill.

In airto-ground act i on scout ships from fACo0 Troop, 7th Squadron,
support of the AChargerso. A AFirebirdo gunship from the

A combined infantry and air cavalry operation four miles eastof Than Gi nh paid off for ele
Squadron, 1st Cavalry yesterday. The combined forces accounted for nine VC Kills in the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa
area.

Two scout helicopters from ACO Tr oop ghtotfthe iKilgg CRTDGeorge,R. 17t h
Briggs (Freeport, Maine) and WO1 Harold H. Glaze (Miami, Fla.), are commanders of the aircraft.

A platoon of the 1st Cavalry led by SSG John W. Ramsey (Radcliffe, Ky) killed an enemy sniper as the operation
began early in the morning.

Americal 6s 11th Brigade infantrymen killed seven enemy,
in action around Duc Pho and in Operation Muscatine yesterday.

Ambush patrols from a company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry late Sunday night netted two VC kills and the
capture of two weapons. the units in two locations killed the VC northwest of Duc Pho. The company commanded by
CPT Ronald Tumelson (Red Bluff, Calif) also killed an enemy soldier in the same area yesterday.

An explosion in a hedgerow three miles north of Duc Pho killed a VC who was apparently retrieving weapons from a
spider hol e. A company of the AAl ways Firsto Battdd, i on d
two .30 caliber carbines and a BAR. Three hand grenades, two bayonets and assorted magazines and field
equipment were also discovered. The infantry unit commanded by CPT Joe Rhinehart (Canton, N.C.) killed two VC
and detained four suspects in two separate contacts.

An Air Force observation plane spotted a VC in the morning who attempted to evade into a stream. A squadsize
force from Task Force Barker moved into the area five miles northeast of Quang Ngai and engaged and killed the
enemy. In other activity in the Operation Muscatine area a company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry found and
destroyed four tunnels eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

Americal 6s 198th Brigade captured one bangal ore torpedo,
operations south of Chu Lai yesterday.

One MEDCAP by fABrave and Bol do soldiers resulted in the t

The 14th Aviation Battalion flew 1,186 sorties, carried 1,417 combat troops and hauled 201 tons of cargo in support
of the Americal Division yesterday.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
Major General S.W. Koster, Commanding General
Lieutenant Colonel Patrick H. Dionne, 10
TELEPHONE: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the IO, Americal Division as an authorized Army
publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and may not be duplicated or released to
the news media.



Volume 1 No. 343 Americal Daily New Sheet Thursday March 28, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Partly cloudy Friday with little change expected. Winds variable at 10 knots per hour. High Friday 90. Low Friday
night 73.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL-IO)8 Amer i c al 0 s héxréNallowaifoocas sdw most of the action yesterday as they
reported 17 enemy killed and three individual weapons captured. In Quang Ngai Province 11th Brigade infantrymen
killed six enemy in Operation Muscatine and one VC in the Duc Pho area yesterday. Americal units reported two
soldiers killed and one wounded and evacuated for further medical care.

Lieutenant Gener al Robert E. Cushman Jr., Commanding Gene
Americal command for their overall accomplishments in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa to date. He went on to state,

AThe operation has been one of the most significant in ac
initiative and able leadership have been the hallmark ofthe Ame r i cal di vi si on since its form
message h asked to please convey to all Wheeler/ Wall owa u
A company of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CPT Robert Corrigan Jr. (Arlington, Va.) ound and evacuated

four tons of rice. Another AGiIi mletsd company commanded b

and captured one K-44, two pistol belts and documents. A reconnaissance platoon from the battalion killed one NVA
and captured one M-1 carbine, an M-26 grenade and documents.

A 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry company led by CPT John F. Connolly (Saugus, Mass.) killed one VC while on a
searching operation. An observation post from the battalion accounted for one VC kill. In a late report a company of
the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry was credited with one VC kill and the capture of an AK-47 rifle.

In other AChargero action a 1st Battalion 6th Infantry coc
killed one Viet Cong and capturedthreeM-2 6 hand grenades. Anot her ARegul arso c
Prather (Lubbock, Tex.) killed one VC and detained one suspect.

I n air action ACO Troop, 7th Squadron, 17t h Ceaaft.adWwory scout
tactical air strikes were flown in support of the 196th and resulted in four structures and one bunker destroyed.

I n other Operation Wheeler/ Wallowa action Americal és 1st
action around Tam Ky yesterday.

A troop of the 1st Cavalry in their night defensive position was attacked by an estimated VC platoon. The cavalrymen
reacted quickly to the attackers and killed five.VCilScout
scattered contacts north of Tam Ky yesterday.

fiJungle Warriorso of Americal dés 11th Brigade recorded se\

A company of the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry commanded by CPT Ronald Tumelson (Red Buff, Calif.) conducted a
combat assault into an area six miles north of Duc Pho. the unit killed one VC and found two fortified tunnels. Three
suspects were detained by the AAl ways Firsto Battalion ye:

In Operation Muscatine a Task Force Barker company swept through an area four miles northeast of Quang Ngai
and killed one VC and apprehended three suspects. A company of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry engaged and killed
five VC southeast of Binh Son late last night. One suspect was detained bythe battalion yesterday.

Americal 6s 198th Brigade reported scattered activity yest

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE
FROM LIEUTENANT GENERAL CUSHMAN

Heartiest congratulations to your entire command for the overall accomplishments in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa to
date. This operation has been one of the most significant in accounting for enemy dead in | Corps. Aggressive spirit,
bold initiative and able leadership have been the hallmark of the Americal Division since its formation in the Republic of
Vietham. Please convey to all Wheeler/Wallow units a job well done. Keep up the good work. Lieutenant General
Cushman sends.



Volume 1 No. 344 Americal Daily New Sheet Friday March 29, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Continued clear to partly cloudy through Saturday. Winds Southeasterlyat10-1 5 knot s per hour . Sat
Low Saturday night 74.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL-IO) 8 Americal Division forces operating throughout southern | Corps reported killing 32 Viet
Cong and one NVA in fighting yesterday. U.S. forces sustained four infantrymen killed and two soldiers wounded and

evacuated for medical treatment in yesterdaybs fighting.
Elementsof Amer i cal 6s 196t h Bri gade twdwedpendin dobtacts threughoutthemd capt u |
AChargerso area of Operation Wheeler/ Wall owa.

A 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry company led by CPT James F. Humphries (Pacific Grove, Calif), killed ten Viet
Cong, detained one suspect and captured one AK-47 and one K-44 rifle. A reconnaissance platoon of the battalion
killed two VC in action late yesterday afternoon.

A company of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry commanded by CPT James T. Price (Fayetteville, N.C.), detained
one suspect and evacuated 3,200 pounds of rice.

Two kills were credited to AC0 Troop, 7th Squadron, 17¢th
enemy was killed while attempting to evade the gunships.

An Americal Division Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol killed one NVA and apprehended one suspect.

A company of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. on a search and destroy mission, killed one Viet cong and captured 11 VC
packs, two entrenching tools and one VC helmet.

El ements of Americal 6s 1st Squ patatianWheelérAvallowaaresardportgd oper at i
killing 13 enemy yesterday.

ACo Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry operating west of T
After a brief firefight, the APCb6s accounted for five ence
Gunshipsof A CoO0 Troop, 7t h Squadr on, 17th Cavalry reported Kk

Quang Tin Province.

Two separate contacts resulted in three Viet Cong kill ed
operations.
Acompanyfr om t he 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantryds AAl ways Firs

N.C.), encountered seven Viet Cong. After the enemy had withdrawn following a brief firefight, the infantrymen
di scovered one enemy bodtydo campaemy deatcaiimMédvay@® dFuspects.
A 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry company found four artillery rounds and 150 rounds of small arms ammunition in the
eastern portion of Operation Muscatine. Later, the Task Force Barker company engaged two Viet Cong, Killing
both.
Ground action was |light yesterday as Americal s fABrave a
north of Chu Lai. The enemy kill was credited to artillery fire. A sweep of the area also uncovered an AK-50 rifle.
Four hundred and forty-f our Vi et namese were treated by MEDCAPGO6s that
yesterday.
AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 10
TELEPHONE: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division as an authorized Army
publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and may not be duplicated or released to
the news media.



Volume 2 No. 27 Americal Daily New Sheet Thursday May 16, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Friday will be fair to partly cloudy with rain showers in the mountains during the afternoon. The
winds will be southeasterly from 87 18 knots. The high for tomorrow 97 and the low Friday night 75.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICALIO)iAct i on remained scattered in the Americal
Corps yesterday. Americal forces killed 13 VC and 17 NVA and captured nine indvidual and one
crew-served weapons.

Americal 6s 11th Brigade infantrymen reported 12 enemy
weapons captured during action centered in the Duc Pho area yesterday.

An early morning combat assault by a unit of the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry commanded by 1LT
Kenneth Haller (Watchung, N.J.) netted six VC killed and seven suspects detained during several
skirmishes five miles north of Duc Pho. The battalior
and picked up two suspects while covering the heliborne operation yesterday.

Three VC were killed south of Duc Pho yesterday by a Division Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol
and infantrymen of the 4th Battalion 21styed nfantry. C
three tunnels, 21 pounds of TNT and evacuated 1,300 pounds of rice.

An ambush patrol set by the brigadRws(Pedeaur i ty platoo
Puerto Rico) killed a VC yesterday morning one mile northeast of Duc Pho.

A company of the 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry operating seven miles west of Quang Ngai in Operation
Muscatine, engaged and killed an enemy soldier and recovered two carbines, three hand grenades
and other equipment.

Elements of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed 10 NVA and captured six weapons during action in
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.

The 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry accounted for 10 NVA killed when they called in an air
strike in an area seven miles northwest of Tien Phuoc. Infantrymen of the 1st Battalion, 6th
Infantry found six weapons including one AK-47, one M-79 and four rifles four miles north of Tien
Phuoc.

Elements of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry killed one VC and seven NVA and captured two weapons
yesterday during contacts in OperationBurl i ngt on Tr ai | . AiF0O Troop, 8th Cava
elements killed the eight enemy and captured one RPG-2 and one AK-47 during a screening mission
10 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Americal 6s 198th I nfantry Br iigthedlaeaof@uaogrTined no si gni fi
Province yesterday.

Americal forces suffered three soldiers killed and 12 wounded and evacuated for treatment.

JOIN THE AMERICAL DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION. CHECK WITH YOUR FIRST
SERGEANT OR THE INFORMATION OFFICE.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO 96374 as
an authorized Army publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and
may not be duplicated or released to the news media.



Volume 2 No. 28 Americal Daily New Sheet Friday May 17, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Saturdaydés for ecast udyaskids sith Sootheasferdyiwinds from 5 EOrkots.y c | o
The high for tomorrow 98 and the low Saturday night 76.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICALIO)iAct i on continued sporadic in the Americal
Corps yesterday. Americal forces killed 15 VC and 18 NVA.

Elements of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry ere accredited with all 18 NVA Kkills in the 196th
Infantry Brigadeds area of operation.

The battalion accounted for 10 NVA killed when the unit called in an air strke on the
enemy six miles south of Que Son. Soldiers of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry killed two
more NVA when they mortared an enemy sampan 10 miles southwest of Que Son.
Infantrymen of the battalion accounted for three NVA when artillery was called in on enemy
positions by a reconnaissance element. An aerial observer directed artillery at another
group of enemy killing three.

The center of action in Americalds 11th Infantry Brig
yesterday as helicopters supporting the 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry killed 10 VC and apprehended 14

suspect s. AJungle Warriorso in the Duc Pho area accou
detained.

iSharko gunships from the 174t h sgaltilaniléesmorthwEsbohpany cove
Quang Ngai killed seven VC attempting to evade the inc
command and control helicopter killed two enemy yesterday afternoon 10 miles northeast of Quang

Ngai . Other AOl d Gagedrantddiled ané \WCri@ milgssaith of Ehu dai.

MEDCAP personnel of the 4th Battalion 3d Infantry treated 103 Vietnamese in Long Lai village five
miles northwest of Quang Ngai.
A reconnaissance platoon of the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantryled by 1LTJames O6 Herron ( Wi nona,
Minn.) killed two VC and apprehended three suspects yesterday morning during a sweep four miles
north of Duc Pho. A rifle company from the same battalion killed another VC six miles north of Duc
Pho.
Ameri cal 6s 19dadekiled twd O duning scaderad activity yesterday in Operation
Burlington Trail and around the Chu Lai area. A unit of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry killed one VC
when they returned fire 14 miles northeast of Chu Lai. Infantrymen of the 5th Battdion, 46th Infantry
killed the other VC five miles southeast of Chu Lai.
Elements of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry reported no significant contact during operations
yesterday. Troopers of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry reported no significant contact during
operations yesterday. Troopers of the 1st Cavalry detained four suspects for questioning during the
daybés action. Two air strikes were flown in support of
damage has been reported.
Americal units suffered two soldiers killed and 12 wounded and evacuated for treatment.

JOIN THE AMERICAL DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION. CHECK WITH YOUR FIRST
SERGEANT OR THE INFORMATION OFFICE.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO 96374 as
an authorized Army publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and
may not be duplicated or released to the news media.



Volume 2 No. 30 Americal Daily New Sheet Sunday May 19, 1968
(MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Partly cloudy Monday with possible thunderstorms in the afternoon. Winds from the southeast at 8
knots. High on Monday will be 100. Low Monday night 77.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) i The tempo of enemy activity picked up yesterday in the Americal

di visionds area of southern | Corps. Americal forces
individual and one crew-served weapons.
El ements of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry, AGi mlet

engaged and killed a VC who was running from behind a hut three miles east of Que Son. A search
of the hut revealed a 105mm round which was destroyed.
Infantrymen of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry killed 55 NVA in heavy fighting when the unit
assaulted an enemy position eight miles south of Que Son. Nine more NVA were killed and two
AK-476s wer e capt uredstBatiagjion  $2nd ldfdanteydigingdwo contdicts in an area
eight miles southwest of Que Son.
In other Operation Wheeler/Wallowa action, infantrymen of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry spotted
and subsequently called in artillery on a group of NVA two miles west of Que Son resulting in four
NVA killed. Artillery called in by a Division Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol accounted for three
NVA killed seven miles southwest of Que Son.
Late yesterday, a unit of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry found the body of an NVA eight miles south of
Que Son during a sweep operation. Earlier in the same area they found an RPD machinegun.
fifAero Scouto slicks and gunships of the 123rd Aviatio
Officer Scott Baker [Historiannote .- | n hi s wunit he walSackamenw,Cali,s AFoot so
working as a gun team under a barrage of enemy fire, covered for a medevac helicopter which
successfully evacuated wounded ground troops of the 196th Infantry Brigade in action west of Tam

Ky.
Elements of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry killed 15 VC and detained four suspects during contacts
in Operation Burlington Trail yesterday. Troopers of

elements combined to kill the enemy soldiers in 10 contacts 13 miles northwest of Tam Ky. In the
action, one M-79, one AK-47 and an SKS were captured.
Two contacts in the northern and southern portions of
three VC killed, five suspects detained and one individual weapon captured.
A reconnaissance Platoon from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry killed two VC and captured an AK-47
rifle and equi pment when the unit | ed by 1LT James OO6F
soldiers six miles southwest of Duc Pho.
A rifle company of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry killed one VC yesterday morning after receiving fire
13 miles northwest of Quang Ngai. Two suspects were detained and four antipersonnel mines wee
destroyed by Operation Muscatine soldiers.
Element s of Americalés 198th Infantry Brigade encount er
yesterday.
Infantrymen of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry captured 19 mortar rounds, 4,000 rounds of SKS
ammunition and numerous explosive devices during a sweep in Operation Burlington Trail 15 miles
northwest of Chu Lai.
Division units suffered five soldiers killed and 29 suffered five soldiers killed and 29 wounded and
evacuated for treatment.

JOIN THE AMERICAL DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION. CHECK WITH YOUR FIRST
SERGEANT OR THE INFORMATION OFFICE.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO 96374 as
an authorized Army publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and
may not be duplicated or released to the news media.

Volume 2 No. 34 Americal Daily New Sheet THURSDAY May 23, 1968



MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Partly cloudy Friday with afternoon and evening showers and thunderstorms. Winds east
southeasterly at 10-15 knots. High Friday 101, Low Friday night 78.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) i Action continued light in the AmericalDivi si on6s area of souther
yesterday. During sporadic fighting Division forces killed 19 VC and four NVA and captured four
individual weapons.
Elements of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry saw the most action yesterday as the troopers killed 16
VC and captured one individual weapon in action centered northeast of Thang Binh in Operation
Wheeler/Wallowa.

I n scattered incidents throughout Americal ds 196th 1In
one VC and four NVA were killed and two AK-47swer e captur ed. AAero Scouto hel
123rd Aviation Battalion provided most of the offensiyv

they killed one VC and apprehended 11 suspects for questioning.

Combat units of the 198th Infantry Brigade also experienced scattered contacts as they killed one
VC and captured one weapon in their portion of Quang Tin Province.

El ements of fAFO0O Troop, 8th Cavalry and other 1st Cava
captured one weapon in six contacts 12 miles northeast of Thang Binh. Four suspects were also
detained by troopers in this area. Other 1st Cavalry elements killed one VC six miles northwest of
Tam Ky in Operation Burlington Trail.

Infantrymen of t he 1 @Béttalion, 31st ihfantntengagedBandkiled de 6 s 4t h
four NVA and captured two AK-47 rifles yesterday during four contacts five miles northwest
of Tien Phuoc. In other action, a unit of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry killed one VC and destroyed
several spider holes in an area five miles north of Tien Phuoc.

The AAero Scoutso of the 123rd Aviation Battalion kil
supporting ground troops of the 11th Brigadebs 4th Bat
Quang Ngai in Operation Muscatine.

A unit of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry uncovered 26 antipersonnel mines and three M-79 rounds in
a spider hole four miles south of Duc Pho. Anot her Gi
pounds of peanuts and other equipment six miles southwest of Duc Pho.

I nfantrymen of the 198th Brigadebs 1st Bat-#47alion, 46t
rifle when they engaged two of the enemy 17 miles northwest of Chu Lai.

Civic action sol dBelrdodo oBr itdhed d Btrrasvaet eechd79 Vi et namese
yesterday.

Division forces suffered one soldier killed and 11 wounded and evacuated for treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO 96374 as
an authorized Army publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and
may not be duplicated or released to the news media.



Volume 2 No. 35 Americal Daily New Sheet FRIDAY May 24, 1968
(Only the Americal Division news was transcribed from this issue)

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Continued partly cloudy Saturday with rain and thunderstorms in the vicinity. Winds east
southeasterly at 5-10 knots. High Saturday 101. Low Saturday night 78.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICALIO)TAmong scattered enemy contacts in the Ame
southern | Corps yesterday was an attack onthe Divis i onds Chu Lai compl ex which re
casualties and light damage. During sporadic fighting, Division forces killed 27 VC and 12 NVA and
captured seven individual weapons.
Artillery from the 198th Infantry Brigade stormed down on rocket firing sites early yesterday morning
disrupting the attack on the Chu Lai complex. A search of the area found the artillery to be on target.
Activity slackened the rest of the day for the 1998th Infantry Brigade as they reported no significant
enemy contacts.
Elements of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry accounted for nine VC and six NVA killed during actions
in Operation Burlington Trail and Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday. First Cavalry troopers killed
the six NVA and two of the VC and captured five individual weapons during a fight nine miles
southwest of Tam Ky. Later in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa, an air strike in support of 1st Cavalry
ground troops three miles south of Hoi An accounted for five more Viet Cong killed. In the same area,
guns hi psoom 8th Gavraloy obBerved two VC killed by an air strike.
Elements of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed 10 VC and six NVA and captured two weapons in
sporadic action yesterday northwest of Tam Ky.
Americal 6s 11th | nfantr ydetBined fpar duspecksiinl scattedled actiog h t VC ani
yesterday throughout their portion of Quang Ngai Province.
After only a few enemy rockets were fired, 198th Infantry Brigade artillery bombarded the suspected
positions shortly before two a.m. A search of the mountainous area west of Chu Lai by 1st Battalion,
46th Infantry soldiers revealed the artillery to be right on target. Numerous blood trails and rocket
firing components were found by the infantrymen.
An el ement of t he 109 6 ttthlion]3ast Iafantrykiled iBaeNVhinahe ds 4t h B
area nine miles northwest of Tam Ky. Later the company detained one suspect.
A unit of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry engaged two VC in a sampan resulting in two VC killed and
one sampan destroyed.
Elements of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry found two dead VC who had been recently killed in
fighting three miles west of Que Son. Later, another unit of the same battalion killed one VC and
captured a carbine and equipment.
Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry killed one NVA yesterday in action northwest of Tam Ky.
Other action by units
of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry resulted in four VC killed and one weapon captured.
Infantrymen of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry killed one VC in action six miles southeast of Que
Son.
I nfantrymen from the 11th Brigadeb6s 3rd Battalion, 1ls
(Canton, N.C.) engaged a group of VC six miles west of Duc Pho yesterday. In the brief fire fight,
brigade soldiers killed four of the Viet Cong.
An offensive sweep around Lam Binh Lake four miles southeast of Duc Pho by a unit of the 4th
Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CT Fred H. Mowrey (San Gabriel, Calif) resulted in one VC killed, two
suspects apprehended and two booby trapped 105 rounds destroyed. Another unit of the same
battalion operating five miles south of Duc Pho killed another VC yesterday afternoon.
I n Operation Muscatine, fAAero Scoutod gunships support
east of Quang Ngai, unleashed numerous rockets on an unknown size enemy force. No assessment
of damage has been reported.
iAero Scoutodo helicopters of the 123rd Aviation Battal
suspects in action five miles north of Quang Ngai.
Division forces suffered eight soldiers killed and 55 wounded and evacuated for treatment.



Volume 2 No. 36 Americal Daily New Sheet FRIDAY May 25, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Partly cloudy again Sunday with intermittent rain and thundershowers. Winds variable at 5110
knots. High Sunday 103. Low Sunday night 78.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) i Americal Division soldiers experienced scattered action yesterday as
Division forces killed 17 VC and 12 NVA and captured eight individual and one crew-served weapons
in their area of southern | Corps.

In the heaviest action yesterday, elements of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed 20 enemy soldiers
and captured seven weapons in the southwestern portion of Operation Wheeler/Wallowa about 15
miles west of Tam Ky.

Enemy contacts in the 11th I nfantry Brigadebs tactica
of Quang Ngai yesterday as 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry
to kill four VC and apprehend 10 suspects. Two VC were killed and seven suspects detained in action
south of Duc Pho.

Action tapered off for elements of the 1st Squadron,
8th Cavalry killed three VC in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa 15 miles north of Tam Ky.

Americal 6s 198th Infantry Brigade saw scattered actio
Province yesterday as brigade soldiers captured two weapons in Operation Burlington Trail.

A 196th Infantry Brigade company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry received small arms,
grenade and mortar fire from an unknown size enemy force yesterday five miles north of
Tien Phuoc. Air Force fighters and Division gunships called in to support the action drew fire
as they bombarded their targets. In the action, six secondary explosions wee observed. A
search of the area after the fight revealed seven NVA kills which were accredited to the 4th
Battalion, 31st Infantry soldiers.

An ambush patrol of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry engaged and killed one VC and captured one
AK-47 in action 10 miles north of Que Son. Earlier, another unit of the battalion killed three VC in the
same area. In other Operation Wheeler/Wallow action, a company of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry
engaged and killed a VC two miles northwest of Tien Phuoc. Later the company came into contact
with an unknown size enemy unit and killed five NVA and captured one pistol, two AK-47s, one RPD
light machine-gun and destroyed a K-44 rifle.

Infantrymen of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry killed one VC and captured a K-44 in action 10 miles
north of Tien Phuoc. Division artillery called in by a Marine Reconnaissance Team killed two VC 18
miles northwest of Tien Phuoc.

ifAero Scout o gunshi ps onfkilet fveendmy Soidiers aAdtaolarinég on Batt al i o
suspects during action yesterday morning and killed another VC later as they returned to LZ Dottie.

I nfantrymen of the 11th I nfantry Brigadeds 4th Battald.i
(Lyman, S.C.) found an enemy body after engaging a sniper seven miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

Soldiers of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry commanded by CPT Barry Gasdek (Latrobe, Pa) killed a
VC and captured a radio and documents while patrolling an area three mies south of Duc Pho. Also
in the Duc Pho area, personnel from APCs of the 1st Armored Cavalry returned fire on a suspected
RPG firing position north of Sa Huynh and killed one VC.

A unit of the 198th I nfantry Bleditogpp8KSédflsandast Battali on,
grease-gun yesterday by a detainee in Operation Burlington Trail.

Other action included the repulsion o fan enemy ambush of a Military Police River Patrol boat by
gunships that drove the enemy from the shoreline.

Division forces suffered four soldiers killed and 18 wounded and evacuated for treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO 96374 as
an authorized Army publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and
may not be duplicated or released to the news media.
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Fair Monday morning becoming partly cloudy in the afternoon. A few rain and thundershowers in
the mountains in the evening. Winds southeast at 10-15 knots. High Monday 102. Low 78.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) i Americal Division soldiers met heavy enemy activity north of Chu Lai
yesterday while action el sewhere in the Divisionbs sol
forces killed 15 VC and 110 NVA and captured 11 individual weapons.

Units of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed 110 NVA and 12 VC and captured seven weapons during
heavy action in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday northwest of Tam Ky.

Troopers of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry reported four VC killed during scattered action in

Operation Burlington Trail and Operation Wheel er/ Wall c
Cavalry killed the four VC during three incidents in an area northwest of Tam Ky. Troopers of the 1st

Cavalry detained three suspects in the daysd action.
Americal 6s 11th Infantry Brigade units reported |ight

as Brigade units apprehended eight suspects.

Units of the 198th Infantry Brigade captured two individual weapons during light activity around Chu
Lai and in Operation Burlington Trail yesterday.

El ements of the 196th Infantry Brigadeds 1st Battalio
enemy force yesterday eight miles southwest of Hoi An. After receiving small arms and automatic
weapons fire, artillery and air strikes were called in. A sweep of the area after the five and a half hour
fight revealed 86 enemy Kills accredited to soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 52d Infantry.

Infantrymen of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, killed 15 NVA during a 10 hour fight 15 miles
northwest of Tam Ky. Air strikes and artillery were called in against the enemy who were
dug into well fortified bunkers and trenches.

In the same area, units of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry killed nine NVA in several skirmishes and
captured seven individual weapons, a large assortment of equipment and medical supplies. The
weapons captured included four AK-47s, one SKS rifle, on K-50 and a semi-automatic rifle.

Infantrymen of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry killed 21 VC after the unit returned fire on the enemy
who was using automatic weapons and hand grenades in action 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Eight air strikes were flown yesterday in support of the 196th Infantry Brigade resulting in 19 fortified
structures and four bunkers destroyed and the opening of 30 meters of trench.

Vietnamese civilians turned over an M-1 rifle, two M-79 rounds, two mortar rounds, and two artillery
rounds yesterday to 11th Infantry Brigade soldiers in response to the Volunteer Informant Program
conducted near LZ Dottie and LZ Thunder.

Civil action personnel of the 11th Infantry Brigade treated 1228 Vietnamese during medical visits last
week.

Soldiers of the 198th Infantry Brigade 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry located two hidden K-44 rifles
yesterday while on a search wets of Chu Lai.

Division units suffered 13 soldiers killed and 23 wounded and evacuated for treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 1O
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO 96374 as
an authorized Army publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and
may not be duplicated or released to the news media.

JOIN THE AMERICAL DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION. CHECK WITH YOUR FIRST
SERGEANT OR THE INFORMATION OFFICE.



Vol. 2. No. 38 Americal Daily New Sheet Tuesday May 27, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Tuesday partly cloudy with possible rain in the mountains. Winds variable at 5-10 knots. High
Tuesday 102. Low Tuesday night 79.

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action tapered off yesterday as Americal Division units killed 17 VC and
captured one individual weapon in their area of southern | Corps. Scattered incidents included a
rocket assault on the Division's Chu Lai complex in which light casualties were reported. Units of the
196th Infantry Brigade found 52 dead NVA and 22 weapons which were accredited to Saturday's
action.

Units of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed three VC, captured one weapon and conducted a search of
the battle area south of the Chang River and found 52 NVA killed and 22 weapons during the action
yesterday.

Elements of "F' Troop, 8th Cavalry killed 12 VC during light action yesterday in Operation
Wheeler/Wallowa about six miles north of Thang Binh, In Operation Burlington Trail, troopers from "F"
Troop and the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry apprehended nine suspects.

Units of the 198th Infantry Brigade reported light enemy contacts yesterday as one VC was killed
throughout their portion of Quang Tin Province, Infantrymen of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry found
and destroyed the rocket firing sites from which the VC plummeted at small amount of rockets into the
Division's Chu Lai complex.

Americal's 11th Infantry Brigade also reported light enemy activity yesterday as the "Jungle
Warriors" killed one VC, apprehended one suspect and uncovered one bangalore torpedo and a
booby-trapped 105 round in the Duc Pho area.

A unit of the 196th Infantry Brigade's 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry engaged and killed three VC with
small arms fire yesterday and captured an31 M-1 carbine and equipment eight miles southwest of Hoi
An.

Soldiers of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry commanded by CPT John R. Wolfe (Marcellus,
Mich) in the search 15 miles west of Tam Ky found nine SKS rifles, four light machineguns,
one RPD machinegun, one semi-automatic weapon, one 82mm mortar tube, numerous
rounds of small arms ammunition, some hand grenades, mortar rounds and other munitions.
Other 3rd Battalion, 31st Infantry units found three AK-47s, one K-44, two SKSs, munitions
and equipment. Also found were the bodies of 52 NVA soldiers killed in action Saturday.

Also searching the same area, a company of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry led by CPT Charles
Ebert (Washington, D.C.) found three AK-47s, one RPD light machinegun, one K-53 and assorted
munitions and equipment.

A 198th Infantry Brigade unit of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry killed one VC 12 mies south of Chu
Lai.

Civic action soldiers of the 198th Infantry's "Brave and Bold" Brigade treated 131 Vietnamese during
medical visits yesterday.

An 11th Brigade unit of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry engaged and killed a VC 11 miles northeast o
Quang Ngai.

The Volunteer Informant Program continued in Operation Muscatine and south of Duc Pho by 11th
Brigade soldiers yielded 28 anti-personnel mines, 1,165 rounds of small arms ammunition and
numerous explosive devices which were turned in By Vietnamese civilians.

Division forces suffered two soldiers killed and nine wounded and evacuated for treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General
Maj Gerald D. Hill, 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO 96374 as
an authorized Army publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and
may not be duplicated or released to the news media.



Volume 2 No. 39 Americal Daily New Sheet TUESDAY May 28, 1968
(Only the Americal Division news was transcribed from this issue)

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Mostly fair Wednesday morning becoming partly cloudy in the afternoon with rain and thunderstorms
in the vicinity. Winds east isoutheast at 8 knots. High Wednesday 101. Low Wednesday night 78.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) 7 Americal Division forces saw light action yesterday as 18 Viet Cong and
two NVA were reported killed in southern | Corps. oneweaponwas al so captured during t|
activities. Americal forces suffered eight infantrymen wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.
Enemy contacts in the 11th Brigadeb6s area resulted in
and one individual weapon captured.
A company of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry commanded by CPT John D. Teatch (San Antonio,
Texas), killed two Viet Cong while searching an area where a weapon was discovered. Another 4th
Battalion, 21st Infantry company, led by CPT Fred H. Mowery (San Gabriel, Calif), killed two Viet
Cong yesterday morning during a sweep four miles north of Duc Pho. An ambush patrol killed one
Viet Cong late Sunday evening six miles southeast of Duc Pho.
The brigadebs avi at fioo, kiledoaet VieteCorg m the viciRity of Buz Pha.v i a
ifAero Scoutso accounted for the only two kills in the
Viethamese citizens turned in 28 anti-personnel mines, 21 hand grenades, 1,200 rounds of small
arms ammunition, nine mortar rounds, three 105mm rounds, a claymore and an M-79 round in
response to the Volunteer Informant Program in the Operation Muscatine area.
The 196th Brigade found five Viet Cong bodies in freshly dug graves and killed two NVA in light
action northwest of Tam Ky yesterday.
A reconnaissance element of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry engaged four heavily
camouflaged NVA 15 miles west of Tam Ky and reported killing two.
Another company (B 4-31) of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, commanded by CPT John R.
Wolfe (Marcellus, Mich), found a small ammunition cache containing thirty-two 82mm mortar
rounds, 19 B-40 rocket rounds, two 60mm mortar rounds, one 75mm recoilless rifle found
and 20 pounds of CHICOM TNT.
An element of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry killed on VC late yesterday afternoon. Various other
elements of the brigade detained seven suspects who were evacuated to Charger Hill for
interrogation.
A unit of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry killed two VC in its area of Operation Burlington Trail in
Quang Tin Province.
Units of the 198th Brigade killed two enemy in light fighting yesterday. One VC was killed by
soldiers of a company of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry during a sweeping mission in the Burlington
Trail area northwest of Chu Lai.
Another VC was killed by gunships of the 123rd Aviation Battalion while flying in support of the 1st
Battalion, 46th Infantry.
iBrave and Boldodo civic action soldiers treated 238 Vi

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG S.W. Koster, Commanding General
Maj Gerald D. Hill Jr., 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO 96374 as
an authorized Army publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and
may not be duplicated or released to the news media.

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE FROM
GENERAL WESTMORELAND
iB0O and ADO0O Companies of the 1st Battalion, 52nd I nfa
sweep west-southwest of Hoi An on 25 May. Enemy force was soundly defeated with only light
friendly casualties.



Volume 2 No. 40 Americal Daily New Sheet WEDNESDAY May 29, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Partly cloudy Thursday with showers in the vicinity of the afternoon and evening. Winds northeast at
10 knots. High Thursday 99. Low Thursday night 77.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) i Americal Division units saw scattered action in their portion of southern |
Corps yesterday as Americal forces killed 10 VC and three NVA and captured 12 individual weapons.

Scattered incidents occurred throughout Americal s 19
Wheel er/ Wall owa area yesterday as fiChargero units Kkill
individual weapons.

El ements of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry and AFO0 Tro

during action in Operation Burlington Trail.

fiJungle Warriorso of the 11th Brigade kilined three VC
Quang Ngai province.

Units of Americalédés 198th Infantry Brigade reported n
Tin Province.

A 196th Infantry Brigade company of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry received small arms fire from a
group of NVA 12 miles west of Tam Ky. the infantrymen returned the fire killing three NVA and
capturing four AK-47s.

A 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry company killed two VC yesterday and captured two AK-47s three hand
grenades and ammunition in a contact 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Other action included a 4th
Battalion, 31st Infantry unit finding an individual weapon 15 miles wet of Tam Ky.

Troopers of the 1st Cavalry led by CPT Bob Kazor (Spokane, Washington) killed two VC yesterday
and captured two K-44 rifesandanM-1 r i fl e during a sweep 10 miles south
Cavalry helicopters, supporting troops, killed two more VC in the same area.

Another element of the 1st Cavalry led by 1LT Thomas C. Butler (Tomkinsville, Kentucky) killed one
VC, captured an SKS, a Russian carbine and detained 20 suspects in action five miles northeast of
Tam Ky.

A unit of the 11th Brigadeé6s 3d Battalion, 1st Infant
killed one VC and apprehended four suspects 12 miles northwest of Duc Pho. Brigade soldiers of
Headquarters Company killed one VC late yesterday in an ambush north of Duc Pho.

iAero Scoutodo helicopters of the 123rd Aviation Battal
suspects yesterday during action on the Batangan Peninsula nine miles northeast of Quang Ngai in
Operation Muscatine.

On Monday, the Volunteer Informant Program conducted in Operation Muscatine 10 miles north of
Quang Ngai yielded 2,700 rounds of small arms ammunition 37 hand grenades, three M-79 rounds,
two 60mm mortar rounds and one claymore mine.

iBrave and Bol do soldiers of the 198th Infantry Briga
yesterday.

Division forces suffered one soldier killed and eight wounded and evacuated for treatment.
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Vol. 2 No. 41 Thursday March 30, 1968 AMERICAL
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Continued partly cloudy Friday with rain and thunderstorms in the evening. Winds variable at 5 knots. High Friday 97.
Low Friday night 76.

MEMORIAL DAY MESSAGE FROM GENERAL BRUCE PALMER JR. DEPUTY COMMANDING GENERAL
USARV

Memorial Day holds special meaning for Americans as a time set aside to commemorate our dead. For soldiers in
Vietnam, this day has added meaning because of the loss of close friends and comrades in arms. As we honor these
dead and those who have lost their lives in past wars, it is well to remember that our solemn obligation to them springs
from the simple truth that they gave their lives for our freedom and for the liberty of our fellow man.

Memorial Day, 1968, finds the American soldier fighting and dying in the same selfless way he has fought and died
in other wars on other battlefields. To these men, the Free World owes a deep debt of gratitude and a hymn of praises.
For our part, we must make certain that the liberty for which they died survives and flourishes.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL - 10)-- Action remained sporadic in the Americal Division's area of southern | Corps yesterday
as Americal Forces killed 21 VVC and captured five individual weapons.

Artillery fire from a battery of the 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery accounted for four of the seven enemy killed yesterday in
the 11th Brigade's Duc Pho and Operation Muscatine area. Among scattered incidents was a heavy mortar attack on
the 11th Brigade's Duc Pho complex which resulted in moderate damage and light casualties.

Units of the Americal's 196th Infantry Brigade killed seven VC and captured five weapons yesterday in scattered
contacts throughout their Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area.

"F" Troop, 8th Cavalry killed four VC yesterday in three incidents in an area seven miles north of Thang Binh.

Scattered enemy activity was reported by the 198th Infantry Brigade elements yesterday as the Brigade's artillery
accounted for three VC killed.

A Division Long Range Patrol observed a group of VC five miles southwest of Duc Pho yesterday. The patrol called
for artillery from LZ Thunder and reported three enemy killed by the TOT barrage. A second mission requested by a
unit of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry late yesterday resulted in one VC killed five miles south of Duc Pho.

"Always First" soldiers from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry commanded by CPT Federico Garcia (Union City, N.J.)
killed a VC yesterday seven miles northwest of Duc Pho.

In Operation Muscatine, "Aero Scout" helicopters of the 123rd Aviation Battalion killed two VC and apprehended one
suspect seven miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

In the 196th Brigade's area a unit of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry (A Company) engaged and killed three VC and
captured some equipment in action 12 miles west of Tam Ky.

A 196th Infantry Brigade company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry, "Gimlets", led by CPT Cecil Oxford (Corpus
Christi, Texas) engaged a group of VC and killed two of the enemy in two incidents 12 miles west of Tam Ky. Another
unit of the same battalion found two individual weapons.

A 198th Infantry Brigade company from the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry working in the 196th Infantry Brigade area of
operation, commanded by CPT John Bierden (Minneapolis, Minnesota) received small arms fire from a group of VC
while on a sweep eight miles west of Hoi An. The company returned the fire killing one VC and capturing one carbine
and one M-72 LAW.

A unit of the 196th Infantry Brigade's 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry found an AK-47 with ammunition,
documents and supplies 14 miles west of Tam Ky.

A Vietnamese civilian RD team called in the 198th Infantry Brigade artillery on a group of VC yesterday seven miles
northwest of Chu Lai resulting in three VC killed.

Civic action soldiers of the 198th "Brave and Bold" Brigade treated 219 Vietnamese during five MEDCAPs yesterday.

Division forces suffered three soldiers killed and 15 wounded and evacuated for treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
Major General S.W. Koster, Commanding General
Lieutenant Colonel Patrick H. Dionne, 10
TELEPHONE: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division as an authorized Army
publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and may not be duplicated or released to
the news media.



Vol. 2. No. 44 Sunday June 2, 1968 Americal Daily Newsheet

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Partly cloudy Monday with intermittent rain and thundershowers in the afternoon and evening. Winds
east-northeasterly at 10 knots. High Monday 96. Low Monday night 76.

CHU LAI (AMERICAL-IO)-- Action tapered off yesterday as Americal Division forces killed 12 VC and
nine NVA and captured two individual weapons in their area of southern | Corps.

Elements of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry and "F" Troop, 8th Cavalry accounted for 16 enemy killed
in an area 10 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

An element of the 1st Cavalry killed seven NVA and three VC and captured 500 pounds of rice and
1,000 pounds of potatoes during a sweep yesterday in the Operation Burlington Trail area. "F" Troop,
8th Cavalry killed two NVA and two VC in the same area. The 3d Battalion, 16th Artillery accounted
for one VC when it fired in support of the 1st Cavalry.

In Operation Wheeler/Wallowa, a 1st Cavalry element killed one VC two miles north of Thang Binh.

Americal's 196th Infantry Brigade reported light action yesterday as "Charger" units killed five VC
and captured two individual weapons.

Infantrymen of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CPT Robert E. Corrigan (Arlington, Virginia)
engaged and killed two VC and captured two K-44s during action six miles southwest of Hoi An.
Later, another unit of the battalion killed one VC in the same area.

An 11th Infantry Brigade unit from the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry (A Company) operating in the
196th Infantry Brigade's tactical area killed one VC and captured one hand grenade and equipment
during a sweep 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Soldiers of the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry led by CPT Ronald Welte (San Francisco, California)
uncovered five holes containing 1,500 pounds of rice.

Soldiers of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry killed one VC yesterday during a sweep eight miles
northwest of Tien Phuoc.

In a brief change of command ceremony held at LZ Baldy COL Fredric J. Kroesen (Trenton, New
Jersey) assumed command of the "Chargers" replacing COL Louis Gelling (Carlisle, Pennsylvania)
who led the brigade for the past seven months.

Elements of the 11th Infantry Brigade apprehended 13 suspects during operations in Quang Ngai
Province yesterday.

Infantrymen of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CPT Fred H. Mowrey (San Gabriel, California)
sweeping mountainous terrain three miles south-west of Duc Pho, uncovered 2,500 rounds of small
arms ammunition and three tons of rice. Other "Gimlet" units detained nine suspects.

No contacts were reported in the 198th Infantry Brigade's area.

Division forces suffered four soldiers killed and 34 wounded and evacuated for treatment.

The Americal Division recently celebrated the Unit Day, the anniversary of the Division's activation
on New Caledonia in 1942.

Moving from one tropical area to another, soldiers of the Division have never failed to give an
outstanding account of themselves in battle, be it against Japanese commandos or North Vietnamese
regulars.

The following letter, dated 25 May, was sent by LTG Bruce Palmer is intended for all officers and
men of the Americal Division.

On behalf of the officers and men of the United States Army, Vietnam, | extend best wishes to the members of
the Americal Division on your Organization Day.

The combat record of the Americal dates back to 1942 when the Division made it's first bright mark on the pages
of American military history. The Division's campaigns in New Caledonia, Guadalcanal, Bougainville and Leyte
are a combat background second to none. Soldiers of the Americal have continued to uphold this magnificent
record in Vietham. The gallantry in action of your officers and men in the southern half of | Corps Tactical Zone
during some of the most bitter fighting in Vietnam has won accolades from all sides. Time and again the Americal
has defeated the 2d NVA Division reinforced by Viet Cong Main Force and Local Force units. Particularly
noteworthy were the battle successes of the Division which smashed the enemy's 1968 Tet offensive.
I know that you and your men in the years ahead will add new laurels to the proud record. Good luck and best
wishes.

Warm Regards, Bruce Palmer, Jr. Lieutenant General, U.S. Army Deputy Commanding
General, USARV



Vol. 2 No. 48 Thursday June 6, 1968
AMERICAL News Sheet
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Partly cloudy Friday to mostly cloudy with intermittent afternoon and evening showers and thunderstorms. Winds east
northeasterly at 10-20 knots. High Friday 94. Low Friday night 76.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL - I0)-- The Americal Division continued with increased action yesterday as elements of the
Division killed 13 VC and 32 NVA and captured 80 individual and two crew-served weapons. The 198th Infantry
Brigade accounted for most of the weapons captured when they uncovered a large cache in Operation Burlington Trail.

Elements of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry and "F" Troop, 8th Cavalry combined to kill 18 NVA and capture an AK-47
and a .50 caliber anti-aircraft gun in an area eight miles northwest of Tam Ky. An additional enemy was killed by "F"
Troop in the Tahng Ninh area.

Elements of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed five NVA and three VC in light action in Operation Burlington Trail
yesterday.

In the most significant action, units of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CPT Rovert Corrigan (Arlington, Virginia)
and CPT James Humphries (Pacific Grove, California) came into contact with an unknown size enemy force eight
miles west of Tam Ky. One of the units knocked out a .50 caliber machine gun position and air strikes accounted for
five NVA killed.

A unit of the 11th Infantry Brigade's 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry (A Company) operating in the 196th Infantry Brigade's
area killed one VC and captured a hand grenade.

A unit of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry led by CPT John Wolfe (Marcellus, Michigan) accounted for two VC killed in
separate incidents yesterday 11 miles west of Tien Phuoc.

Action in the 11th Infantry Brigade's area centered in the Tra Khuc Valley yesterday as 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry
elements and "Aero Scout" Infantry elements killed six VC and two NVA, apprehended 13 suspects and captured three
weapons. "Jungle Warriors" in the Duc Pho area killed to VC and apprehended nine suspects.

"Old Guard" soldiers from the 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry commanded by CPT John A. Gonzalez (Queens Village, New
York) engaged and killed three VC in a sampan and destroyed the sampan 10 miles west of Quang Ngai. Moving up
the river, the unit killed three more VC and captured an AK-47 in two contacts.

"Aero Scout" helicopters of the 123d Aviation Battalion, operating in the same area, inserted their ground troops who
engaged and killed two NVA and recovered an M-1 carbine and a K-44 rifle.

In the Duc Pho area, a unit of the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry killed one VC four miles northwest of Duc Pho. Another
VC was killed by 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry soldiers 11 miles southeast of Duc Pho.

Enemy activity increased in Operation Burlington Trail yesterday as 198th Infantry Brigade soldiers killed seven NVA,
captured four weapons and found a large weapons cache containing 74 firearms. One VC was killed by the Brigade in
the Chu Lai area.

Soldiers from the 1st Battalion, 52d Infantry engaged and killed one NVA in the jungle northwest of Chu Lai. An AK-
47 and three hand grenades were captured in the action. Later, a 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry unit engaged and killed
five NVA and captured three weapons in two incidents in the same area.

An element of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry engaged and killed one NVA and captured two hand grenades in fighting
northwest of Chu Lai. Another unit of the Battalion located 72 individual and two crew-served weapons in one large
cache 20 miles northwest of Chu Lai. The cache, "large enough to outfit an enemy company”, contained 36 Soviet
carbines, 15 sub-machine guns, two M-1 carbines, four 7165 bolt action rifles, three BARSs, two machine guns, two M-1
rifles, two Mark # Lee Enfield rifles, one Soviet PPSH, one K-50, one French 7.5 rifle, one 45 caliber grease gun, more
than 3,500 rounds of ammunition and 99 hand grenades.

5th Battalion, 46th Infantry unit killed one VC late yesterday eight miles south of Chu Lai.

Civic action soldiers of the Brigade treated 233 Vietnamese in seven MEDCAPs yesterday.

Division forces suffered three soldiers killed and 17 wounded and evacuated for treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
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Vol. 2 No. 127 Sunday August 25, 1968
AMERICAL News Sheet

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Fair to Partly cloudy with isolated late afternoon showers. Winds at 10 knots from the Northeast. High Monday 100.
Low Sunday night 80. (B-6)
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL - I0)--Action increased yesterday in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Tactical Zone as
Division forces killed 178 NVA, 30 VC, detained 18 suspects, captured 18 individual weapons and seven crew-served

weaons.

In the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry's area of operations "Dragoons" and supporting elements killed 177 NVA, captured 16 individual weapons, four
crew-served weapons and one flare gun.

Approximately 0910 hours yesterday morning a platoon of "A" Troop led by 1LT Thomas M. Ginz (Cheshire, CT was operation [sic]with the ARVN
3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry on a reconnaissance mission four miles west of Tam Ky. The 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry ona reconnaissance mission four
miles west of Tam Ky. The 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry on a reconnaissance mission four miles west of Tam Ky. The 3d Squadron,4th Cavalry made
initial contact and the platoon enaged an unknown size enemy force. Within a few minutes it was determined that it was a main force of NVA. "C"
Troop was then committed.

As the battle intensified the remainder of "A" Troop made contact approximately the same time with an estimated NVA company rorthwest of the
initial contact.

There were numerous air strikes, artillery missions conducted and "Blue Ghost" aerial scout teams were commiteed.

Action continued until about 1925 when the enemy broke contact.

"A" Troop elements commanded by CPT George R. Kaczor (Seattle, WA) were credted with 89 NVA kills, "C" Troop with 9 NVA kills, "Blue Ghost"
with 3 NVA kills and tactical air strikes credited for 75 NVA killed.

There were two 75mm recoilless rifles, two RPGs, two light machine guns, eight K-44s, four AK-47s, one Thompson machine gun, one 32 caliber
pistol, and one flare pistol captured.

"F" Troop, 8th Cavalry engaged a group of NVA killing one.

Heavy fighting continued in the Quang Ngai Province yesterday as 11th Brigade "Jungle Warriors" reported 20 VC killed, 18 VVC suspects detained,
two individual weapons captured, one crew-served weapon and one hand grenade captured.

Following a mortar attack of 81mm and 82mm rounds on LZ Bronco from 0245 to 0315 a "Shark" gunship of the 174th Aviation Company with SP4
Gordon L Knight (Los Angeles, CA) as gunner, observed and killed seven VC evading from a suspected mortar position near hootches one mile rorth
of Duc Pho.

Later in the morning a sweep was conducted by a squad of a company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry led by SGT Kermit Williams (Clinton, N.C.)
resulting in the recovery of the seven VC killed by the "Shark" gunship plus the capture of an 82mm mortar, three 81mm roundsand one M-2 carbine.
The squad later killed one VC dressed in a NVA uniform near the same site.

In action near Quang Ngai City, 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry killed 11 VC and detained 12 suspects yesterday.

A company of the battalion killed two VC trying to break through their southwest perimeter and captured a carbine and one home-made grenade.

During separate actions later in the day the company killed two evading VC, one of them in a sweep of an area after an air grike that left six of the
enemy dead.

Another company of the battalion killed one evading VC while another comany of the "Always First" detained 12 military age suspects.

Other action resulted in one VC suspect detained by a 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry company near a stream 8 miles south of DcuPho.

The "Sykes Regulars" also captured medical supplies, documents, an AK-47 cleaning kit, one Chicom grenade, two empty AK-47 magazines and
one 30 caliber ammunition belt with 65 rounds on the well armed suspect.

Troops of another 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry company detained five suspects three miles northwest of LZ Bronco. Another Battalion company
found one VC body later yesterday afternoon.

Action dropped in the 196th Infantry Brigade's area of operations yesterday as soldiers accounted for 9 VC killed and three sampans destroyed.

"Polar Bears" of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry observed three sampans on a river. Mortar fire was called in destroying three
sampans.

"Gimlets" of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry observed five VC in the open. Atrtillery was called in killing one VC, 15 milesnorthwest of Tam Ky.

Another company of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry while following a blood trail, spotted three VC evading. The enemy was engaged with small arms
fire, killing one VC 15 miles west of Tam Ky.

"Gimlets" of a 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry company observed a group of VC in the open 15 miles west of Tam Ky. An artillery fire mission was called,
killing two VC.

Another 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry company observed one VC evading. The enemy was engaged with small arms fire, resultingin one VC killed.

Yet another company of the battalion observed a group of VC moving west. The group was engaged, resulting in one VC killed @ght miles west of
Tam Ky.

A reconnaissance element of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry received small arms fire. Three enemy were spotted. The element returned the fire,
killing three VC four miles south of Hoi An.

Action slowed down yesterday in the 198th Infantry Brigade's area as one VC and one NVA were killed.

An element of "H" Troop, 17th Cavalry on Highway 1 spotted a group of NVA. The NVA opened fire and fled. "H" Troop returned the fire killing one
NVA.

A company of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry commanded by Cpt John Sprague (Atlanta, GA) killed one enemy in the jungle higHands of the
Operation Burlingotn Trail area. The enemy was found following a search through an area of a one hour battle between the "Professionals" and an
unknown size VC force.

Other units of the Brigade reported several sniper incidents.

Division forces suffered two soldiers killed and 26 wounded and evacuated for treatment.




Vol. 2. No. 131 Wednesday August 28, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Fair to partly cloudy skies. Winds at 10 knots from the Northeast. High Thursday 100. Low Thursday night 80 (B-6).
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL IO)- Action slowed in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Tactical Zone yesterday as

Division forces accounted for 16 NVA and 14 VC killed, three NVA detained, two crewserved weapons and seven

individual weapons captured.

Action in the 1st Squadron, 1st Armored Cavalry's area of operations slowed yesterday as "Dragoons” and
supporting elements accounted for 16 NVA and two VC killed, three NVA detained, two crewserved weapons and six
individual weapons captured in an area centered seven miles west of Tam Ky.

"A" Troop accounted for eight of the NVA killed, three AK-47s and two 12.7mm anti-aircraft guns captured.

A company of the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry engaged a group of NVA late yesterday, killing four NVA 13 miles west of
Tam Ky.

A company of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry accounted for two NVA killed, three AK-47s and one NVA detained.

"F" Troop, 8th Cavalry killed two NVA and two VC.

In scattered light action yesterday the 196th Infantry Brigade killed six VC.

A company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry received two hand grenades on their perimeter early
yesterday morning. Flares were fired and the enemy was engaged with small arms fire and hand grenades,
resulting in four VC killed 23 miles west of Tam Ky.

A company of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry observed two VC evading 13 miles west of Tam Ky. The enemy was
engaged with small arms fire, killing both VC.

198th Infantry Brigade soldiers killed two VC during light scattered action yesterday.

"H" Troop, 17th Cavalry found the body of one VC yesterday morning. The cavalrymen had killed the VC earlier in a
brief contact south of Tam Ky.

A company of the 39th Engineer Battalion, working in support of the 1st Battalion, 52d Infantry killed one VC
attempting to evade south of Chu Lai.

11th Brigade infantrymen reported four VC killed and two suspects apprehended as light action continued yesterday
in the Duc Pho area.

"Always First" rifle platoons of the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry led by 1LT Vincent Satriano (Chicago,IL) and SSG
Raymond Sampier (Valley, Station, KT) killed two VC in separate contacts while conducting combat sweeps north of
Duc Pho.

A company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry killed two VC south of Chu Lai.

"Shark" gunships from the 174th Aviation Company responding to a call from 2d ARVN Division soldiers in conatact
with an estimated VC company yesterday six miles east of Quang Ngai, destroyed ten fortified structures and two
machine gun positions with rockets and machine gun fire.

Division forces suffered two soldiers killed and 17 wounded and evacuated for treatment.




Vol. 2. No. 134 Saturday August 31, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Fair to partly cloudy skies. Winds at 10 knots from the northeast. High Sunday 95. Low Sunday night 72. (B-6)
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) --- Action increased in the Americal Division southern | Corps Tactical Zone yesterday as
Division forces and supporting elements accounted for 23 VC and one NVA killed and five individual weapons
captured.

Elements of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed nine VC and captured three individual weapons in their area of
operations yesterday.

A reconnaissance element of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry killed one evading VC with small arms fire yesterday 10
miles south of Hoi An. Later the element killed another VC with grenades in the same area.

In an area centered eight miles south of Hoi An a company of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry killed a total of faur VC
in three separate incidents. Another company of the battalion found one carbine in bushes 11 miles south of Hoi An.

A company of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry engaged a group of NVA with small arms fire, killing one NVA four miles
northeast of Que Son.

A company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry engaged two evading VC with small arms fire killing one VC
25 miles west of Tam Ky. Later another company of the battalion spotted a group of VC in the open.
Attillery was called in, killing one VC 26 miles west of Tam Ky.

A reconnaissance element of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry found one M-1 carbine and one SKS rifle in a
hut 24 miles west of Tam Ky.

Infantry and Cavalrymen of 198th Infantry combined with "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Aviation Battalion, killed six VC
and captured one individual weapon yesterday in the Operation Burlington Trail area.

"Aero Scouts" flying in support of the 198th Infantry Brigade yesterday killed three VC in the Operation Burlington
Trail area. Later the "Aero Scouts" killed another VC southwest of Chu Lai.

A company of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry killed one VC and captured one M-1 carbine when they returned fire on
a sniper in the Operation Burlington Trail area.

Yesterday morning "H" Troop, 17th Cavalry engaged a group of VC south of Vinh Son, killing one VC.

Action in the 11th Infantry Brigade's area of operations remained scattered yesterday as the "Jungle Warriors" and
supporting elements killed six VC, captured one weapon, and detained two suspects.

A gunship from "Primo Aviation Limited" killed one evading VC 12 miles north of LZ Bronco.

In the jungle eight miles southwest of Duc Pho, SP4 Alberto Rodriguez (Kerrelville, Texas), point man for a
reconnaissance element of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry, encountered two VC. The two VC fired at Rodriguez and
fled. Rodriguez returned fire, killing one of the VC. One K-44 rifle was taken from the dead enemy.

Yesterday afternoon the Command and Control helicopter from the 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry detained one VC
suspect 11 miles north of the "Jungle Warrior's" home.

The 11th Brigade's 52nd Military Intelligence Detachment killed two evading VC in rice paddies four miles north of
Duc Pho.

Action in the 1st Squadron, 1st Armored Cavalry's area of operations increased slightly yesterday as "F" Troop, 8th
Cavalry killed two VC and detained two VC suspects.
Americal Division forces suffered one soldier killed and two wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO 96374 as an authorized
Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of the Army.



Vol. 2. No. 136 Monday September 2, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Partly cloudy with light scattered rains. Winds variable at 8 knots. High Tuesday, 98, low Tuesday 92.
(B-6)

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10)--Action in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Tactical Zone
remained scattered yesterday as Division forces accounted for 12 VC killed, eight NVA killed, and
three individual weapons captured.

11th Inf. Bde. action was concentrated north of Duc Pho yesterday as rifle companies from the 3d
Bn., 1st Inf. killed six VC and captured two individual weapons during a combat patrol four miles north
of LZ Bronco.

The "Always First" Infantrymen of the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. under CPT' John P. Nolan (Hopkinsville, Ky.)
sweeping the marshy low lands yesterday morning killed a total of four VC in a series of small unit
contacts.

A company of same battalion led by 2LT Bruce E. Diksas (Clarendon Hill, Il.) Observed two VC
evading into a spider hole. As the unit moved in, the enemy tossed grenades from their hiding place.
Sgt. Thomas H. Swartz (Michigan Center, Mich.) rushed forward, throwing grenades and firing his M-
16 into the hole. When Sgt. Swertz crawled in to investigate, he found two dead VC, an M-1 carbine,
a Thompson sub-machine gun, and enemy documents.

"Jungle warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. apprehended three suspects for questioning in the Duc Pho
area yesterday.

Elements of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA and five VC and captured one AK-47 rifle in scattered
action yesterday.

A company of the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. engaged a group of evading VC 26 miles west of Tam Ky, killing
two VC, in the same area the "Gimlets" found an assortment of supplies, bandages, 300 malaria pills,
50 pounds of corn, one Chicom grenade, 10 pair of sandals, documents, and one AK-47 rifle.

"Gimlets of the same company engaged a group of evading VC with small arms fire 25 miles west of
Tam Ky. Killing one VC.

"Polar Bears" from a company of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. following a blood trail 25 miles west
of Tam Ky, found the body of a NVA soldier in a freshly dug grave. In the same area six
Chicom grenades, one Chicom mine, an NVA ID card, an AK-47 magazine, and three
bamboo bangalore torpedoes were found.

In the same area another 4th Bn., 31st Inf. treated 20 Vietnamese during a MEDCAP near
LZ Baldy yesterday.

The 2d Bn., 1st Inf. "Legionnaires" distributed 3000 pounds of rice to Vietnamese in the village of
Que Son yesterday evening.

One VC was reported killed yesterday during action in the 198th Inf. Bde's. area of operations and
seven NVA were killed as a result of an all day contact four miles west of Chu Lai.

One VC body was found yesterday as a result of a contact Saturday night by a night patrol led by
Sgt. Earl C. Smith (Garland, Tex.) and 1Lt James Milling (Columbia, S.C.) the patrol's platoon leader
said "My men were using enemy tactics by moving at night in small numbers and surprised Charlie.”

In other action two companies of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. ran into a large enemy force early yesterday
morning four miles west of Chu Lai. Fighting continued, with heavy air support throughout the day,
resulting in seven NVA killed late yesterday evening.

Civic Action soldiers of the 198th Inf. Bde. treated 1195 Vietnamese yesterday during medical visits.



Vol. 2. No. 137 Tuesday September 3, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Cloudy skies with occasional light rains. High 94, low 78. Winds northeast at 10 knots. (B-6)
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10)--Action in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Tactical Zone
remained scattered yesterday as Division forces accounted for 18 VC killed, five NVA killed, and three
individual weapons captured.

Yesterday in the 198th Inf. Bde's area of operations "Charger" units killed 12 VC and captured 1100
pounds of rice.

"F" Troop, 17th Cav. in three separate contacts killed a total of three VC with small arms fire six
miles south of Hoi An.

Reconnaissance elements of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. in three separate contacts killed a total of three
VC five miles south of Hoi An.

In an area centered seven miles south of Hoi An, "Gimlets" of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. killed a totd of
two VC with small arms fire in two separate contacts yesterday.

Another company of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf found a total of two VC that had recently been killed by
artillery seven miles south of Hoi An.

A company of the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. engaged a group of evading VC 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky
with small arms fire. Killing one VC. Later the unit killed one additional VC in the same area.

A company of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. found 1100 pounds of rice in a hut 27 miles west of
Tam Ky.

Action was scattered in the 198th Inf. Bde. yesterday as "Brave and Bold" soldiers killed four VC,
five NVA, captured three individual weapons, and detained four suspects.

A "Professionals” unit of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. led by CPT. Lawrence G. Johnson (Westchester, ILL.)
killed two VC and detained one suspect when the unit engaged a group of VC while patrolling in the
Burlington Trail area northwest of Chu Lai.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123rd AVN. Bn. killed one VC and detained three suspects while flying in
support of 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. soldiers south of Chu Lai.

"Regulars” from a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company found the fresh grave of one NVA yesterday afternoon
while patrolling southwest of Chu Lai.

Later another company of the battalion found two M-16 rifles in the same area.

A unit of the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. found the body of one VC late yesterday afternoon north of Chu Lai.
The unit later found the bodies of four NVA in freshly dug graves in the same area.

Action remained light and scattered in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav's area of operations yesterday as "F"
Troop, 8th Cav. killed one VC and "B" Troop, 1st Sqdn, 1st Cav. killed one VC. "C" Troop 1st Sqdn.,
1st Cav. detained four VC suspects yesterday.

In the 11th Inf. Bde's area of operations "Jungle Warriors" reported four VC suspects detained
yesterday. No significant contacts were reported.

Division forces suffered five soldiers wounded and evacuated for treatment.

JOIN THE AMERICAL ASSOCIATION

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO96374 as
an authorized Army publication. This News Sheet is solely for personnel in the Americal Division and
may not be duplicated or released to the news media.



Vol. 2. No. 138 Wednesday September 4, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Cloudy skies with intermittent light rains will continue throughout the forecast. High 92, low 78. Winds
variable at 8 knots. (B-6)

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL l0)--Action in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Tactical Zone increased
slightly yesterday as Division forces and supporting elements accounted for 30 VC killed, 16 NVA
killed, and six individual weapons captured.

In scattered action throughout the 196th Inf. Bde's area of operations yesterday, "Charger" units
killed 16 VC, two NVA, and captured three individual weapons.

A company of the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. killed two VC in two separate incidents 18 miles northwest of Tam
Ky.

In an area 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky, another 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company killed four VC and two
NVA in four separate contacts.

Reconnaissance elements of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. killed two VC in two separate contacts yesterday
four miles south of Hoi An.

A company of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. engaged and killed one VC six miles south of Hoi An. The unit
later killed five VC in the same area.

A company of the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. found the body of one VC klled by small arms fire and one M-79
grenade launcher 13 miles south of Hoi An.

Another company of the same battalion was led by a VC female to a K-44 rifle concealed in a hut 24
miles northwest of Tam Ky.

A company of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. was fired on by snipers. The unit returned fire killing
one VC and capturing one AK-47 33 miles west of Tam Ky.

Scattered action in the 11th Inf. Bde's. area of operations yesterday resulted in nine VC killed, eight
NVA killed, and three individual weapons captured in Quang Ngai Province.

A company of the 1st Bn., 21st Inf. killed eight VC south of Quang Ngai yesterday. (This was a typo
there was no 1/21st Inf. Bn. serving in this AO. However, the 1/20th Inf. reported 8 enemy
KIAs, then upgraded this later to 12 enemy KIAS.

Yesterday morning troops of a company of the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. killed one VC, detained one suspect,
and captured two hand grenades and ammunition ----Not Readable------

Yesterday afternoon soldiers of another 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed three NVA and captured two
AK-47 rifles and a pistol belt with grenades five miles west of Quang Ngai City. Later the same unit
killed five NVA and captured one AK-47 seven miles west of Quang Ngai.

In the 196th Inf. Bde's. area of operations around Chu Lai yesterday "Brave and Bold" soldiers and
supporting air power reported six NVA killed, and five VC killed.

A search through an area west of Chu Lai by a company of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. uncovered the
bodies of five dead NVA yesterday. The five NVA were killed by fighter bombers flying in support of
the battalion Sunday.

In the same area a reconnaissance patrol killed two VC.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123rd Avn. Bn. and helicopters of "F" Troop 8th Cav engaged and killed two
VC in separate action south of Chu Lai yesterday.

The reconnaissance platoon of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. located four enemy bunkers containing three
60mm mortar rounds and 350 AK-47 rounds south of Chu Lai yesterday. Later the platoon found the
body of one NVA in agrave in the same area.

A company of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. killed one VC east of Tien Phuoc yesterday.

Civic Action soldiers of the 196th treated 170 Vietnamese during three MEDCAPS yesterday.

Division forces suffered two soldiers killed and 15 wounded and evacuated for treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO96374 as
an authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
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Vol. 2. No. 141 Saturday September 7, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SUNDAY

Cloudy skies with occasional light rain this morning continuing last this afternoon and tonight. High
95, low 79. Winds northwest at 8 to 12 knots. (B-6)

CHU LAl (AMERICAL IO)--Action increased in the Americal Division's southern | Corps Tactical
Zone yesterday as Division forces and supporting elements killed 23 VC, one NVA and captured one
crew-served and five individual weapons.

Fighting erupted west of Quang Ngai City yesterday as 11th Inf. Bde. "Jungle Warriors" and
supporting elements killed 20 VC, detained 14 suspects and captured one crew-served and four
individual weapons.

"E" Troop, 1st Sqdn, 1st Cav. killed one evading VC six miles west of Quang Ngai City.

"Sharks" of the 174th Aviation Company killed two VC in separate actions eight and 10 miles west of
the Province Capital.

A 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed three VC and captured two AK-47 rifles near a tunnel complex eight
miles southwest of Quang Ngai City. Another company of the battalion killed two more VC in a small
valley 10 miles west of metropolitan Quang Ngai.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123rd Aviation Bn., led the day's total with 11 VC killed. Ten of the VC killed in
action nine miles northwest of Quang Ngai were wearing Khaki uniforms. In that contact one M-1
carbine, one RPG, one AK-50, and documents were captured. "Aero Scouts" killed the other VC near
highway 58 in the same site. The "Aero Scouts" also detained five suspects in the area west of
Quang Ngai City.

A reconnaissance element of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. detained six suspects in separate actions. Three of
the suspects were captured near a large tunnel complex near a trail seven miles northwest of the
Province Capital. Later a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company killed one VC in the same area.

A 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company detained two suspects west of Quang Ngai. In the same area a 4th Bn.,
3d Inf. company detained one VC suspect.

Light action in the 196th Inf. Bde's area of operations accounted for one VC killed and one individual
weapon captured.

An Americal Division reconnaissance patrol observed a group of VC evade into a hut. An artillery
fire mission called, resulting in one VC killed 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company found one French SMG 36 miles west of Tam Ky.

Action slowed down yesterday as 198th Inf. Bde. soldiers reported one NVA Kkilled.

Yesterday morning a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company discovered an NVA grave west of Chu Lai. Another
"Regulars" company operating in the same area found a small unit base camp.

Yesterday afternoon a 1st Bn., 46th Inf. company found an NVA pack containing documents and
detained one suspect.

Two other 198th Inf. Bde. units detained two additional suspects during search and clear operations.

A 5th Bn., 46 Inf. company found three small tunnels while checking and area after receiving sniper
fire.

The 1st Sgdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported two VC killed by "F" Troop 8th Cav., one in the Burlington
Trail area and one in the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area.

Division forces suffered 6 soldiers killed and six wounded and evacuated for treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Gerald D. Hill Jr., 1O
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO96374 as
an authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
Department of the Army.

Join the Americal Division Veterans Association. Check with your First Sergeant or the Information
Office.



Vol. 2. No. 145 Tuesday September 11, 1968 (Vol 2. No. 144 was a typo on this issue)

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT WEDNESDAY

Partly cloudy skies with scattered showers. High 95, low 79. Winds northeasterly at 8 to 10 knots. (B-
6)

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL |O)--Action remained scattered in the Americal Division's southern I Corps Tactical
Zone yesterday as Division forces accounted for 18 VC and one NVA killed and 19 crew-served and 44 individual
weapons captured.

Light enemy contacts in Quang Ngai Province resulted in 11 VC killed, eight suspects detained and four
weapons captured by 11th Inf. Bde.s "Jungle Warriors" yesterday.

In the area west of Quang Ngai City a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company received sniper fire. The "Old Guard" soldiers
returned the fire, killing three VC.

Near the same area troops of another 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company killed two evading VC and detained one suspect.

Soldiers of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed two VC and captured one VC suspect and carbine 10 miles north
of Duc Pho. The suspect later lead the "Sykes Regulars" to a tunnel near huts in the same area where a VC
identified as a platoon leader was killed and four more suspects detained.

Troops of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed a VC in their perimeter west of the Province Capital and cgptured one
AK-47 rifle and one Chicom flare pistol.

In other action west of Quang Ngai City, another 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed a VC in a hole, In the same
area one 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. company found a 7.62mm pistol, and another 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. ®mpany detained two
suspects who were trying to hide in a crowd.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123rd Avn. Bn. killed one evading VC 12 miles south of LZ Bronco.

Units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed four VC and one NVA and captured 17 crewserved and 39 individual weapons
in scattered action throughout the "Chargers" Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area yesterday.

"Polar Bears" of a 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company commanded by 1LT Dickie Dickson (North Liberty,
Ind.) found a large enemy weapons cache and a NVA base campin a thick double and triple canopy
jungle valley 27 miles west of Tam Ky.

The company along with a reconnaissance element of the battalion was conducting a thorough
search of the area when they found the weapons and equipment with about 25 huts.

In the weapons cache there were ten B-40 rocket rounds, 31 SKS carbines, five AK-47 rifles, seven
RPD light machine guns, nine portable flame throwers, one RPG-7, two US carbines, one K-44 rifle,
and a box of maps, overlays, documents, and about 100 pounds of explosives. All the equipment and
weapons were evacuated.

"F" Troop 8th, CAV. observed one evading VC 17 miles southwest of Tam Ky. The enemy was engaged,
resulting in one VC killed.

A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company found 2000 pounds of rice in five galon cans eight miles southwest of Hoi An. The
rice will be evacuated and distributed to needy villagers.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company engaged and killed one evading VC with small arms fire 20 miles west of Tam Ky.

A reconnaissance element of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. engaged a group of evading VC six miles west of Hoi An ,
resulting in two VC killed.

A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged two evading NVA eight miles west of Tam Ky, killing one NVA and
capturing two NVA ponchos, two pair of black pajamas, and 15 pounds of rice.

A continuing search through the rocket ridge area again provided the highlight for yesterday's action by the
198th Inf. Bde. Two VC were reported killed and one individual and two crewserved weapons captured in the
Operation Burlington Trail and Chu Lai area.

A unit of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. commanded by CPT Francis X. Brennan (Boston Mass.) located two 122mm
rockets and additional warheads hidden in holes.

The "Regulars" discovered one carbine and several documents in the jungle highlands four miles west of Chu
Lai.

Near Chu Lai a 198th aerial observer spotted one VC killed by artillery.

Early yesterday afternoon a "Blue Ghost" of "F" Troop, 8th Cav. returning from a reconnaissance mission
northwest of Chu Lai spotted one VC. The enemy was engaged and killed.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported one VC killed and one suspect detained by their "A" Troop and one
suspect detained by "C" Troop in the Operation Burlington Trail area.

Division forces suffered one soldier killed and 13 wounded and evacuated for treatment.




Vol. 2. No. 147 Friday September 13, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SATURDAY

Mostly cloudy to cloudy with intermittent showers. High 90, low 77, Winds northeast at 8 to 10 knots.
(B-6)

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action remained scattered in the Americal Division's southern | Corps
Tactical Zone yesterday as Division forces and supporting elements accounted for 29 VC and four
NVA killed, two crew-served and three individual weapons captured.

Fighting in the 11th Inf. Bde's. area of operations yesterday resulted in 14 VC and four NVA killed, two suspects
detained, and two crew-served and three individual weapons captured.

A Vietnamese national recently escaped from the Viet Cong (who had used him as impressed labor) led troops
of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company to a complete 105mm howitzer buried near the base of a hill eight miles west of
Quang Ngai City. The Vietnamese had been forced to help bury the howizer during the last TET offensive.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed a total of eight VC in four separate contacts yesterday 15 miles west of
Quang Ngai City. Later the "Aero Scouts” killed an NVA and captured his AK-47 on mile southwest of the Ha
Thanh Special Forces Camp. The "Aero Scouts" also detained two suspects west of Quang Ngai City. One of
the suspects had blood on his clothing, but no wounds.

Soldiers of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed three NVA and captured two AK-47 rifles and one RPD light
machine gun in separate actions near the Ha Thanh Special Forces Camp yesterday.

Yesterday morning two evading VC were killed by a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company eight miles north of Duc Pho.
Later in the day the "Sykes Regulars" killed another VC in a firefight 11 miles north of LZ Bronco.

In other action yesterday the U.S. Air Force killed three VC during an air strike 12 miles west of Quang Ngai
City.

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed 12 VVC yesterday in the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa.

"Legionnaires" of a 2d Bn., 21st Inf. [sic] company engaged and killed one evading VC 25 miles northwest of
Tam Ky.

"Polar Bears" of a 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company called an air strike on an area where an
aircraft previously received fire, killing one VC 31 miles west of Tam Ky.

In an area centered 15 miles west of Tam Ky, Gimlets" of two 3d Bn., 21st Inf. killed four VC in two
contacts 12 miles southwest of Hoi An.

A reconnaissance element of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. killed four VC in two contacts 12 miles southwest
of Hoi An.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged a group of VC hiding in a tunnel 29 miles west of Tam Ky, killing three of
them.

Three VC were killed in light scattered activity in the 198th Inf. Bde. area yesterday.

A force from a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT Lawrence G. Johnson (Westchester, Ill.) engaged two VC
yesterday afternoon 23 miles northwest of Chu Lai. One VC was killed by the "Professionals" in that jungle
skirmish.

An element of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. "Regulars" discovered a series of six spider holes while sweeping the ridge
line west of Chu Lai.

Gunships of "F" Troop, 8th Cav. supporting 198th ground troops, reported killing two VC and destroying four
camouflaged enemy huts yesterday afternoon 15 miles west of Chu Lai.

"Brave and Bold" soldiers and medics of the 198th treated 545 Vietnamese yesterday during five MEDCAPSs.

No significant contacts were reported in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav's. area of operations yesterday.

Division forces suffered two soldiers killed and eight wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
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Vol. 2. No. 170 Sunday October 6, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT MONDAY

Mostly cloudy, Occasional showers. High 95, low 75. (B-6)
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Americal Division units accounted for 20 VC and two NVA killed and one
individual weapon captured in the southern | Corps Tactical Zone yesterday.

A village cordon operation by the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. led yesterday's action as 11th Inf. Bde. "Jungle
Warriors" killed 16 VC and detained 55 suspects in Quang Ngai Province.

The 4th Bn., 3d Inf. cordon operation, seven miles southeast of Duc Pho resulted in 11 VC killed and
29 suspects detained. A company led by 1LT Robert F. Callahan (Ft. Meade, Md.) killed eight of the
VC near a trail as the cordon got under way. Another company of the Bn. killed two more VC on
separate actions near trails as the round-up proceeded. One 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found the body
of a dead VC near huts. The VC had been killed by 6th Bn., 11th Arty. fire the previous night. At the
end of the cordon operation a total of 29 VC suspects had been detained by the "Old Guard" soldiers.

In action late Friday night, troops of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company detained 15 VC suspects eight miles
north of Duc Pho. In the same area another company of the Bn. detained one VC suspect and killed
two VC.

A third company of the "Always First" Bn. detained nine VC suspects--seven near a village three
miles north-west of Duc Pho, and two who had no ID cards five miles north of Duc Pho.

"Sykes Regulars" of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed one VC after he ran from a hut 11 miles
northwest of Quang Ngai City.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Avn. Bn. killed one VC near a beach seven miles southwest of Duc
Pho.

Gunships from the 14th Avn. Bn. killed one VC five miles southwest of Binh Son.

In other action "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained one VC suspect near the Song Ve
River, 20 miles southwest of Duc Pho.

In the 196th Inf. Bde's. area of operations, "Charger" units killed two VC and one NVA and captured
one individual weapon.

A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company engaged and killed one VC with small arms fire 23 miles west of Tam Ky.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged a group of NVA yesterday with small arms fire. It was
estimated the group numbered about 30. The contact resulted in one NVA killed seven mies
southwest of Hoi An.

Bde. aerial observers spotted a possible enemy base camp 10 miles southwest of Hoi An. Atrtillery
fired into the area resulted in one VC killed.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company found an SKS rifle six miles southeast of Hiep Ducyesterday.

The 198th Inf. Bde. reported that "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed one NVA southwest of
Tam Ky.

"Dragoons" of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported two VC killed and two suspects detained in
their area of operations yesterday.

"B" Trp. of the Cav. accounted for the two VC killed in the Burlington Trail area.

One of the VC suspects was detained by "F" Trp., 8th Cav. and the other by "A" Trp. of the 1st Cav.

One Americal Division soldier was killed and 11 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment
yesterday.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
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Vol. 2. No. 171 Monday Octaber 7, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT TUESDAY
Partly Cloudy Scattered Showers High 95 Low 75 0750-1900 Hours of hon-moonlight.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces accounted for 11 VC and four NVA killed, one
crew-served and four NVA killed, one crew-served and four individual weapons captured in light
scattered action in the southern | Corps Tactical Zone yesterday.

11th Inf. Bde. soldiers killed eight VC and detained seven suspects in action around Duc Pho
yesterday.

Late Saturday night troops of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company led by SGT Clive W. Wang (Chicago, Ill.)
spotted a group of VC near Highway 515, seven miles northwest of Duc Pho. The VC were engaged,
resulting in two VC killed, two packs and one Chicom grenade captured. Later the "Always First"
soldiers killed one VC in arice paddy near the same site.

National Police working with troops of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed five VC in a tunnel and
captured homemade hand grenades, north of Duc Pho. The "Always First" soldiers detained seven
VC suspects in yesterday's action.

In the 196th Inf. Bde's. area of operations "Charger" units killed three NVA and captured one crew
served and four individual weapons.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed one NVA with small arms fire 14 miles southwest of
Hoi Ann. The "Gimlets" captured one Ak-47 rifle that he had been carrying.

The company also engaged and killed two more NVA 15 miles southwest of Hoi An and captured
three Ak-47 rifles.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company working in the same vicinity found one RPG-7.

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA in light contact yesterday.

A 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by 1LT Michael J. Deal (Arlington, Va.) killed one NVA in the
Burlington Trail area yesterday afternoon.

Civic Action soldiers of the Bde. treated 277 Viethamese during two MEDCAPSs in the Chu Lai area.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported three VC killed yesterday.

The three VC were killed by "F" Trp., 8th Cav. in the Operation Burlington Trail area.

STAMP OUT MAIL VIOLATIONS
Do not mail any of the following items:

Obscene and indecent matter
Intoxicating liquors (including beer)

All weapons, knives and explosives
Highly flammable materials

Anything violating security regulations
All kinds of poisons

Government property

Tobacco and tobacco products

. Narcotics, marihuana, dangerous drugs
10. Lotteries, frauds, libelous material

11. Fruits, vegetables, seeds, plants, bulb roots, cuttings.

CoN>O~WNE



Vol. 2. No. 173 Wednesday October 9, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT THURSDAY

Fair to Partly Cloudy Skies High 95 Low 75 0841-2058--Hours of non-moonlight
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL lO)--Americal Division units reported light scattered contacts their southern |
Corps Tactical Zone yesterday. Division forces accounted for seven VC and one NVA killed, four
individual weapons captured and 15 suspects detained.

Scattered action in Quang Ngai Province yesterday resulted in three VC killed, 10 suspects
detainee, and three individual weapons captured by 11th Inf. Bde. "Jungle Warriors".

Yesterday morning "Sykes Regulars" of a 1st Bn., 20 Inf. company combined with "Aero Scouts" of
the 123d Avn. Bn. to kill one VC and capture his carbine near a trail 11 miles northeast of Quang Nga
City.

Later yesterday morning three miles north of Duc Pho, "Always First" troops of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf.
company engaged and killed one VC with hand grenades. One M-1 rifle was captured in that action
near rice paddies.

Yesterday afternoon another company from the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. killed one fleeing VC and captured
his AK-47 rifle seven miles northwest of Duc Pho.

One 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company detained four VC sympathizers near a village two miles north of Duc
Pho.

A 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company detained two VC suspects near a village 13 miles northeast of Quang
Ngai City.

In other action "Old Guard" soldiers of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. combined with "Aero Scouts" of the 123d
Avn. Bn. to detain four VC suspects eight miles south of Duc Pho.

In the 196th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations "Charger" units killed two VC and one NVA and captured
one individual weapon.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed one VC with small arms fire eight miles southwest
of Hoi An. Near the same site another 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC and captured his AK-
47 rifle.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company engaged and killed one NVA 13 miles southwest of Hoi An.

The 198th Inf. Bde. reported two VC killed in their area of operations yesterday.

A Combined Action Platoon operating south of Chu Lai came under heavy automatic weapons fire
yesterday morning. The platoon called artillery from the 198th's 1st Bn., 14th Arty., resulting in two VC
killed.

A 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company found a spider hole complex west of Chu Lai yesterday. A small
assortment of food and supplies were found in the complex. Later in the same area the unit
destroyed4444444444444444444444 a booby-trapped Chicom grenade.

Another 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company detained five VC suspects in the Burlington Trail area yesterday.

"Regulars" of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. held three MEDCAPs; "Professionals” of the 1st Bn., 46th Inf. held
one, and the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. held two. A total of 586 Viethamese civilians were treated during the sk
MEDCAPs.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO96374 as
an authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
Department of the Army.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported negative contact in their area of operations yesterday.

Americal Division forces suffered three soldiers killed and 34 wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment.



Vol. 2. No. 174 Thursday October 10, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT FRIDAY

Partly Cloudy High 95 Low 75 1025-2144--Hours of non-moonlight
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Thirteen VC and two NVA were killed, two individual weapons were
captured, and 15 suspects were detained by Americal Division soldiers and supporting units in the
southern | Corps Tactical Zone yesterday.

In the 196th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations "Charger" units killed six VC and two NVA and captured
one individual weapon.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company spotted three VC 17 miles west of Tam Ky. The "Gimlets" engaged the
enemy, killing one and detaining two VC.

An NVA threw a grenade at troops of a 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company from his concealed position
yesterday. The "Gimlets" immediately fired into the position, killing the NVA. One AK-47 rifle was
captured in that action. The troops later killed one VC in the same area.

The reconnaissance element of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. engaged and killed two VC with small arms fire
five miles south of Hoi An. In the same area another company of the battalion engaged a group of
VC, killing one.

Gunships of the 71st Avn. Co. firing in support of a sniffer mission yesterday killed one NVA 19 miles
west of Tam Ky.

A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company spotted a group of VC running from a hut 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky.
The enemy was engaged, resulting in one VC killed.

11th Bde. infantrymen reported five VC killed, 15 VC suspects detained, and one individual weapon
captured as scattered contacts continued yesterday in Quang Ngai Province.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Avn. Co. killed two VC near Highway 1 in the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. area of
operations, one mile northwest of Duc Pho.

"Always First" soldiers of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed one VC and captured his M-1 carbine 10
miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Near huts five miles west of Duc Pho, troops of another 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed a VC.
Miscellaneous documents were found on the dead VC's body. Later another VC was killed near the
same site by the company.

The reconnaissance element of the 1st Bn., 20th Inf. detained three VC suspects 11 miles northeast
of Quang Ngai City.

Reconnaissance troops of the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. detained two VC suspects, who were carrying medical
supplies, five miles north of Duc Pho.

Yesterday morning "Sykes Regulars" of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company detained five VC suspects 11
miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

In an area centered seven miles north of Quang Ngai City, "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn.
working with infantrymen of the 1st Bn. 20th Inf. detained two VC suspects in two separate actions.

Yesterday afternoon the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. command and control helicopter detained one VC suspect
one mile west of Duc Pho.

The 198th Inf. Bde. reported two VC killed in their area of operations yesterday.

A Combined Action Patrol found two VC bodies in the Chu Lai area yesterday. The VC had been
killed by artillery fire from a 1st Bn., 82d Arty. Battery.

"Dragoons" of the 1st Sqgdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported no contacts in their area of operations
yesterday.

Americal Division losses were five wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.

STASH YOUR TRASH, BUT NOT YOUR MAIL
Mail from home can be a source of low-level enemy intelligence and propaganda.
Destroy all personal mail by burning it. Do not risk VC sympathizers picking your mail out of trash
barrels.



Vol. 2. No. 175 Friday October 11, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SATURDAY

Cloudy Skies Occasional Showers High 92 Low 76. 1118-2233-Hours of non-moonlight
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)-Americal Division forces reported 10 VC killed, four individual weapons
captured, and 7000 pounds of rice captured in the southern | Corps Tactical Zone yesterday.

In the 196th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations yesterday, "Charger" units reported six VC Kkilled, three
individual weapons captured, and 7000 pounds of rice captured.

A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged and killed one VC with small arms fire 21 miles west of Tam
Ky.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company spotted one VC who ran into a tunnel, eight miles north of Hoi An. The
enemy was engaged with M-26 grenades, resulting in one VC killed.

Another 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company spotted a VC running into a bunker 10 miles west of Hoi An. The
unit engaged and killed the VC with M-26 grenades.

The reconnaissance element of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. engaged and killed two VC with small arms fire
nine miles north of Hoi An.

Military Police at LZ Ross's main gate received small arms fire yesterday. Mortars fired into the
suspected sniper position resulted in one VC killed.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company searching an area 29 miles west of Tam Ky yesterday found one M-16
rifle, one M-1 carbine, and one MAS-36 rifle.

In an area 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky yesterday, troops of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company found 7000
pounds of rice.

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. reported two VC killed, three VC captured, and three VC suspects
detained yesterday.

"Aero Scouts” of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed two VC south of Chu Lai yesterday morning. The gunships
then went into search the area. The "Aero Scouts” detained three miitary age males in the area for
interrogation. All three suspects were later classified as VC.

In the Operation Burlington Trail area a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by 1LT Stephen J. Olsen
(Minneapolis) detained two VC suspects yesterday morning. Neither of the suspects had ID cards.

Another 1st Bn., 52d Inf. "Ready Rifles" company led by 1LT Michael J. Deal (Arlington, Va.)
detained one VC suspect in the same area.

Civic Action soldiers of the brigade treated 525 Viethamese during five MEDCAPS yesterday.

Light enemy contact continued yesterday in Quang Ngai Province as 11th Bde. infantrymen
reported one VC killed, one individual weapon captured, and two suspects detained.

"E" Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. working with the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. detained one VC suspect five
miles southeast of Quang Ngai City.

Another 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed one VC three miles northeast of Son Tinh. In the same
area a platoon from the 1st Cav.'s "E" Trp., engaged a group of VC, resulting in one SDS rifle
captured.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported one VC killed by "F" Trp., 8th Cav. yesterday nine miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

Americal Division forces suffered four soldiers killed and 12 wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment.

198th Inf. Bde. soldiers have added a new word to their list, VETCAP. Now Veterinarians of the
Brigade teat animals while doctors and medics attend to the villagers.

"Brave and Bold" soldiers held their first VETCAP yesterday. 35 cows were examined and 11
received on-the-spot treatment.

Some people collect strange war souvenirs. Perhaps the most unusual came late Wednesday
night.

SP4 Michael L. Rogers (Baltimore) of a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company shot and killed a fullgrown
leopard.

The handsome 80-pound beast is now a trophy that will be the envy of any trophy collector.

The leopard came too close to the 198th unit's defensive position and Rogers brought the animal
down with one perfectly placed shot through the heart.

A skinner went to work yesterday morning and by noon the skin was drawing a crowd of
photographers and many envious stares.

Vol. 2. No. 181 Thursday October 17, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT FRIDAY




Cloudy Rain Showers High 86 Low 73 1553-0355--Hours of non-moonlight.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Ten VC and one NVA were killed, two individual weapons were
captured, and 8 suspects were detained by Americal Division soldiers hiking through heavy monsoon
rain and flooded rice paddies during combat sweeps in southern | Corps yesterday.

In the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area "Charger" elements of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed six VC and
captured one individual weapons.

"Gimlets" of a 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged two VC 10 miles west of Tam Ky yesterday. One
VC was killed and one was detained.

In an area centered 16 miles west of Tam Ky, another 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company Kkilled a total of
three VC in two separate contacts.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged a group of VC with small arms fre seven miles south of Hoi
An. Two VC were killed and one was wounded and detained.

"Polar Bears" of a 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company engaged two VC 21 miles west of Tam K.
One VC was wounded and detained and one M-16 rifle recovered.

The 2d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter destroyed a hut containing 1500 pounds of rice
12 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

"Guardians” of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company found 1000 pounds of rice in a hut 12 miles south of Hoi
An.

"Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for four VC killed, five VC suspects detained, and
three-and-one-half tons of rice captured.

Elements of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company commanded by CPT Paul C. Place (Kenilworth, N.J.)
combined with "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. to kill two VC while sweeping rice paddies eight
miles north of Duc Pho. The "Always First" company also discovered two caches containing 700
pounds of rice.

"Sykes Regulars" of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company led by CPT George F. Robb (Strongsville, Ohio)
killed two VC and detained five VC suspects while searching an area 10 miles northwest of Quang
Ngai City.

"Brave and Bold" soldiers of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA and captured one individual weapon
yesterday.

A 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council Bluffs, lowa) engaged two NVA
west of Tam Ky yesterday afternoon.

A hail of fire from the "Ready Rifles" company killed one of the NVA and wounded the second. One
AK-47 rifle, web gear, and two Chicom grenades were captured from the dead NVA's body.

In a delayed report, troops of the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. and the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. treated 1017 Vietnamese
in a four day period during 13 MEDCAPs. Twelve of the MEDCAPs were conducted by the 5th Bn.,
46th Inf,

"Dragoons" of the 1st Bn., 1st Armored Cav. reported no significant contacts in their area of
operations yesterday.

Americal Division forces suffered two soldiers wounded and evacuated for medical treatment
yesterday.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10
SP/5 Ronald A Nahass, Editor
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212 or 2414
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO96374 as
an authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
Department of the Army.



Vol. 2. No. 183 Saturday October 19, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SUNDAY

Cloudy Rain Showers High 86 Low 74 1711-0542--Hours of non-moonlight
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units accounted for 40 VC and one NVA killed, 24 VC suspects detained,
and six individual weapons captured in souther | Corps yesterday.

Action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area of operations picked up sharply yesterday. "Jungle Warrior" infantrymen killed 26 VC, detained
10 VC suspects and captured four individual weapons.

The action took place on the Song Ve 12 miles south of Quang Ngai City.

In action beginning just before noon yesterday, "Shark" gunships of the 174th Avn. Co. operating with 3d Bn., 1st Inf. soldiers
engaged a group of approximately 15 enemy soldiers, killing three VC.

A short time later a 3d Bn. , 1st Inf. company commanded by CPT James O'Herron (Winona, Minn.) killed one VC fleeing their
combat sweep in the same area.

The action picked up as the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter engaged three fleeing VC, killing two and detainng
the third.

At the same moment, a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company led by 1LT Larry Birchfield (Albuguerque, N.M.) reported contact with a
company-size enemy element across the Song Ve opposite their position. The "Always First unit called for gunship support.

The company then initiated the action by killing seven VC and capturing two AK-47 rifles.

During the course of the long afternoon battle, the "Always First" unit detained three suspects and captured a K-44 rifle.

Meanwhile, the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company led by CPT James O'Herron had maneuvered into a blocking position, killing two VC.

A short time later the company killed a lone evading VC. Then a second VC was killed when he tried to recover the first VC's
body.

"Shark" gunships accounted for one more VC killed during the afternoon.

"War Lord" gunships from the 123d Avn. Bn. flying in support of the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. killed five VC.

In other action a 1st Bn., 20th Inf company led by CPT George M. Robb (Strongsville, Ohio) killed two VC and detained three
suspects 11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.

A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company commanded by CPT Grady Middleton (Quincy, Fla.) killed one VC, captured an M-1 carbine, and
detained three VC suspects five miles southwest of Duc Pho.

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed 12 VC and captured one individual weapon in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa
yesterday.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed two VC in two separate incidents seven miles south of Hoi An.

Another 4th Bn., 21st company killed one VC nine miles south of Hoi An.

Another 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC nine mies south of Hoi An.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. recon. plt. spotted a group of VC southwest of Hoi An. The group of VC were engaged with small arms fie,
resulting in three VC killed. Later the unit killed another VC in the same area.

A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company uncovered a small cache of ammo and equipment, including one AK-47 rifle, 17 miles west of Tam
Ky.
A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company, 13 miles west of Tam Ky, observed a small group of VC moving north. The "Gimlets" called an
artillery fire mission, resulting in one VC killed.

A reconnaissance element from the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. killed one VC 12 miles west of Tam Ky.

Three VC were killed seven miles west of Tam Ky by a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company yesterday.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported two VC killed and three VC suspects detained 10 miles northwest of Tam Ky by "F"
Trp., 8th Cav. yesterday.

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA, detained 11 suspects and captured one individual weapon yesterday.

A 1st Bn., 6th Inf. recon. pk. led by 1LT George Wright (Lake Geneva, Wis.) detained one VC suspect west of Chu Lai
yesterday morning.

Two VC suspects were detained south of Chu Lai by a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by 1LT James J. Frazier (Decatur, II.).
The two suspects were carrying medical supplies and documents. Later the company captured an AK-47 rifle while on a
searching mission.

Late yesterday morning a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company led by CPT Robert L. Hicks (Boise, Idaho) detained two VC suspects while
sweeping an area south of Chu Lai. The "Regulars" also found and destroyed one home-made mine in the same area.

"Professionals" of a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. recon. plt. led by 1Lt William G. Mullen (Falmouth, Mass.) killed one NVA west of ChuLai
yesterday afternoon.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained six VC suspects in the Chu Lai area.

In the Burlington Trail area a 1st Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT Roger Dimsdale (Washington, D.C.) captured 300 pounds
of rice and 100 rounds of .50 cal. ammo while on a reconnaissance in force mission northwest of Chu Lai.

314 Vietnamese were treated during four MEDCAPs held by the civic action soldiers of the brigade yesterday.

Americal forces suffered four soldiers killed and 22 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment yesterday.

A joint operation involving Americal Division troops and Vietnamese civilians from the Que Son District of Quang Ngai Province
has resulted in 529,830 pounds of rice harvested to date in the unsecured regions of the Que Son Valley.

A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company reported 800 pounds of rice harvested yesterday.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company reported another 500 pounds of rice harvested.

The two 196th Inf. Bde. companies are providing security for the refugees who are daily airlited into the area to harvest the
rice.




Vol. 2. No. 183 Saturday October 19, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SUNDAY

Cloudy Rain Showers High 86 Low 74 1711-0542--Hours of non-moonlight
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units accounted for 40 VC and one NVA killed, 24 VC suspects detained,
and six individual weapons captured in souther | Corps yesterday.

Action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area of operations picked up sharply yesterday. "Jungle Warrior"infantrymen killed 26 VC, detained
10 VC suspects and captured four individual weapons.

The action took place on the Song Ve 12 miles south of Quang Ngai City.

In action beginning just before noon yesterday, "Shark" gunships of the 174th Avn. Co. operating with 3d Bn., 1st Inf. soldiers
engaged a group of approximately 15 enemy soldiers, killing three VC.

A short time later a 3d Bn. , 1st Inf. company commanded by CPT James O'Herron (Winona, Minn.) killed one VC fleeing their
combat sweep in the same area.

The action picked up as the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter engaged three fleeing VC, killing two and detainng
the third.

At the same moment, a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company led by 1LT Larry Birchfield (Albuguerque, N.M.) reporied contact with a
company-size enemy element across the Song Ve opposite their position. The "Always First unit called for gunship support.

The company then initiated the action by killing seven VC and capturing two AK-47 rifles.

During the course of the long afternoon battle, the "Always First" unit detained three suspects and captured a K-44 rifle.

Meanwhile, the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company led by CPT James O'Herron had maneuvered into a blocking position, killing two VC.

A short time later the company killed a lone evading VC. Then a second VC was killed when he tried to recover the first VC's
body.

"Shark" gunships accounted for one more VC killed during the afternoon.

"War Lord" gunships from the 123d Avn. Bn. flying in support of the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. killed five VC.

In other action a 1st Bn., 20th Inf company led by CPT George M. Robb (Strongsville, Ohio) killed two VC and detained three
suspects 11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.

A 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company commanded by CPT Grady Middleton (Quincy, Fla.) killed one VC, captured an M-1 carbine, and
detained three VC suspects five miles southwest of Duc Pho.

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed 12 VC and captured one individual weapon in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa
yesterday.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed two VC in two separate incidents seven miles south of Hoi An.

Another 4th Bn., 21st company killed one VC nine miles south of Hoi An.

Another 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC nine miles south of Hoi An.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. recon. plt. spotted a group of VC southwest of Hoi An. The group of VC were engaged with
small arms fire, resulting in three VC killed. Later the unit killed another VC in the same area.

A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company uncovered a small cache of ammo and equipment, including one AK-47 rifle, 17 miles west of Tam
Ky.
A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company, 13 miles west of Tam Ky, observed a small group of VC moving north. The "Gimlets" called an
artillery fire mission, resulting in one VC killed.

A reconnaissance element from the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. killed one VC 12 miles west of Tam Ky.

Three VC were killed seven miles west of Tam Ky by a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company yesterday.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported two VC killed and three VC suspects detained 10 miles northwest of Tam Ky by "F"
Trp., 8th Cav. yesterday.

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA, detained 11 suspects and captured one individual weapon yesterday.

A 1st Bn., 6th Inf. recon. plt. led by 1LT George Wright (Lake Geneva, Wis.) detained one VC suspect west of Chu Lai
yesterday morning.

Two VC suspects were detained south of Chu Lai by a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company led by 1LT James J. Frazier (Decatur, II.).
The two suspects were carrying medical supplies and documents. Later the company captured an AK-47 rifle while on a
searching mission.

Late yesterday morning a 1st Bn., 6th Inf. company led by CPT Robert L. Hicks (Boise, Idaho) detained two VC suspects while
sweeping an area south of Chu Lai. The "Regulars" also found and destroyed one home-made mine in the same area.

"Professionals"” of a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. recon. plt. led by 1Lt William G. Mullen (Falmouth, Mass.) killed one NVA west of ChuLai
yesterday afternoon.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained six VC suspects in the Chu Lai area.

In the Burlington Trail area a 1st Bn., 46th Inf. company led by CPT Roger Dimsdale (Washington, D.C.) captured 300 pounds
of rice and 100 rounds of .50 cal. ammo while on a reconnaissance in force mission northwest of Chu Lai.

314 Vietnamese were treated during four MEDCAPS held by the civic action soldiers of the brigade yesterday.

Americal forces suffered four soldiers killed and 22 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment yesterday.

A joint operation involving Americal Division troops and Vietnamese civilians from the Que Son District of Quang Ngai Province
has resulted in 529,830 pounds of rice harvested to date in the unsecured regions of the Que Son Valley.

A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company reported 800 pounds of rice harvested yesterday.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company reported another 500 pounds of rice harvested.

The two 196th Inf. Bde. companies are providing security for the refugees who are daily airlifted into the area to
harvest the rice.




Vol. 2. No. 190 Saturday October 26, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SUNDAY
Cloudy to Mostly Cloudy Occasional Rain High 82 Low 70 no Moonlight 2226-1209
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL [O)--Units of the Americal Division killed 18 VC and one NVA, detained one NVA and
12 VC suspects and captured one individual weapon in southern | Corps yesterday.

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed nine VC and one NVA and detained one NVA and 12 VC suspeds.

In the Burlington Trail area the 1st Bn., 52d Inf. recon. plt., led by 1LT Barry Luther (Orange Park, Fla.) detained
one VC suspect who had been wounded in the leg.

Early that morning a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Counci Bluffs, lowa) engaged
and killed one NVA. The enemy was killed when he attempted to flee the "Ready Rifles" west of Tam Ky.

The "Ready Rifles" recon. plt. was next to make contact. The infantrymen engaged two NVA, wounding one.
The wounded NVA was detained and evacuated for medical treatment. He had been carrying a pack filled with
rice and medical supplies.

CPT Sorensen's company again made contact as they continued to operate west of Tam Ky. They engaged
and killed one VC who was carrying military documents.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed two VC while flying in support of "Brave and Bold" infantrymen northwest
of Chu Lai.

In two separate actions, the 1st Bn. 52d Inf. recon. plt. detained one VC and called in artillery on a groyp of VC
moving west. Results of the artillery fire mission were one VC killed and two VC suspects detained.

In the Chu Lai area a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company, led by CPT Michael R. Smith (New Lebanon, Ohio) reported
receiving small arms fire southwest of here. Fire was returned killing five VC. A check of the area resulted in six
VC suspects detained.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained two VC suspects south of Chu Lai in the afternoon.

Civic action soldiers of the 1st Bn., 46th Inf.; 5th Bn., 46th Inf.; and the 1st Bn., 6th Inf. treated 865 Viethamese
during five MEDCAPS.

In the 196th Inf. Bde.'s area of operations, "Charger" units killed eight VC and captured one individual weapon
and 13,900 pounds of rice.

A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company spotted two VC with weapons 14 miles west of Tam Ky. The enemy was engaged
with small arms fire, resulting in one VC killed and one K-44 rifle captured.

A 4th Bn. 21st Inf. company killed one VC seven miles south of Hoi An with small arms fire.

The 3d Bn., 21st Inf. command and control helicopter killed one VC 14 miles west of Tam Ky.

In two separate incidents, in an area centered 15 miles west of Tam Ky, a 3d Bn. 21st Inf. company killed a total
of three VC.

"Guardians" of a 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company engaged and killed one VC with small arms fire 15 miles west of Tam
Ky.

Another company of the battalion killed one VC 11 miles southwest of Hoi An.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company found 3,000 pounds of rice 14 miles southwest of Hoi An.

Another company of the battalion found 7,200 pounds of rice in various containers hidden huts, 25
miles west of Tam Ky.

A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company found 3,700 pounds of rice 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Two days ago, Vietnamese civilians, under the Voluntary Informant Program (VIP), turned in to the 4th Bn., 21st
Inf. 50 M-26 grenades, 40 81mm mortar rounds, 2 1/4 pounds of Flex-X, eight 106mm recoilless rifle rounds, five
3.5" rocket rounds, one Claymore mine, and assorted small arms ammo, etc.

Yesterday, the "Gimlets" received 28 M-26 grenades, 2 1/2 pounds of Flex-X, two 4.2" mortar rounds, and five
81mm mortar rounds under the VIP.

"Guardians" of the 2d Bn., 1st Inf. received 30 105mm artillery rounds, one M-72 LAW, six M-26 grenades, and
one Claymore mine under the VIP on the 25th also.

Very light action in Quang Ngai Province resulted in one VC killed by 11th Inf. Bde. "Jungle Warriors."

The single action took place near the Song Ve. "Always First" soldiers of a 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed one
VC 19 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported two tons of polished rice captured yesterday. The rice was found by
"Dragoons” of A Trp. two miles south of Thang Binh.

Seven Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.
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------ AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS-----—-

CHU LAI (AMERICAL [O)--units of the Americal Division accounted for 31 VC and 20 NVA Kkilled, eight suspects
detained, and one crew-served and seven individual weapons captured in southern | Corps yesterday.

The 11th Inf. Bde accounted for 19 NVA and ten VC killed, one suspect detained, and three individual weapons captured.

Troops of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found 11 NVA and one VC killed by air strikes in an area centered 12 miles northwest of
Duc Pho. One K-44 rifle was also found in the area.

Continuing the sweep, soldiers of another 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found three NVA and two VC. One of the VC was found in
agrave.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn., working with the 4th Bn., 3d Inf., found three NVA and one VC which had been killed byair
strikes.

Troops of the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company found two dead VC and captured one M-16 rifle in the area.

Soldiers of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. recon. plt. found one VC killed by air strikes 11 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Early that morning, the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter killed one VC fleeing from a village 16 miles northwest
of Duc Pho.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn., working with the 3d Bn., 1st Inf. killed two NVA and one VC in two separate actions near
the Song Ve 17 miles northwest of Duc Pho. One .45 cal. pistol was also captured in that action.

In other action, infantrymen of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed one VC near Highway 1, two miles north of Duc Pho.

"Dragoons" of E Trp., 1st Cav. detained one VC suspect on Bridge 95, ten miles south of Duc Pho.

"Charger" units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed 17 VC and one NVA, captured one crewserved and four individual weapons, found
2,800 pounds of rice, and detained two suspects.

The 2d Bn., 1st Inf. command and control helicopter killed a total of two VC in two separate incidents 18 miles southwest of Hoi
An.

F Trp., 17th Cav. killed a total of four VC in three separate actions in an area centered 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

In the same area F Trp., 17th Cav. found a tunnel with one dead VC in it. A further search of the cave revealed to female VC
suspects hiding in the complex.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company Kkilled five VC in a cave eight miles southeast of Hoi An. Two 25pound blocks of explosives were
found in the cave.

The company later engaged a group of VC seven miles southwest of Hoi An, killing one.

Another 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company killed one VC southwest of Tien Phuc.

A 3d Bn., 21st Inf. company engaged a group of VC fleeing a hut nine miles west of Tam Ky, killing three.

The company later killed one NVA in the same area.

F Trp., 17th Cav. found one SKS rifle buried in the ground 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Later a detainee led them to a second SKS near a stream in the same area. A further search of the area revealed one M-60
machinegun hidden in a stream.

A 2d Bn., 1st Inf. company found 50 bags of rice totaling 1,600 pounds 20 miles southwest of Hoi An.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company found 1,200 pounds of rice in a bin next to a hut 20 miles west of Tam Ky.

Vietnamese civilians turned in to the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., under the Voluntary Informant Program, 17 105MM howitzer rounds, five
81mm mortar rounds, 16 M-79 rounds, and two M-72 LAWS.

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed four VC, detained three suspects, and captured over five tons of rice yesterday.

A 1st Bn.,, 52nd Inf. company, led by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council Bluffs, lowa), captured 9,500 pounds of rice while
searching an area west of Tam Ky. Also found with the large rice cache was 15 strips of meat and two bushels of corn.

Later in the day the "Ready Rifles" company killed to VC in the same area.

F Trp., 8th Cav. found the body of one VC killed during fighting northwest of Chu Lai.

Another 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company led by CPT Floyd W. Mclean Jr., (Ft. Sill, Okla.), found and additional 600 pounds of rice
west of Tam Ky.

In the Chu Lai area a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company, led by CPT George L. Harmon (Dothan, Ala.), found and destroyed one
booby-trapped 81mm mortar round south of Chu Lai.

The 5th Bn., 46th Inf. recon. plt., led by 1LT Donald T. Penny, detained three VC suspects south of Chu Lai.

CPT Harmon's company killed one VC while sweeping an area south of Chu Lai.

CPT Sorensen's company found a mess hall, which was the probable destination for the rice they captured in the afternoon.

The "Ready Rifles" found the six table mess hall near the same site of the large rice find.

Among items found in the mess hall were four cooking pots, 30 bowls, one half barrel of corn and beef, and 100 pounds of rice.

Civic action soldiers of the brigade treated 463 Vietnamese during five MEDCAPs.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Armored Cav. reported two VC suspects detained in the Burlington Trail area by "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th
Cav. yesterday.

Two Division soldiers were killed and nine were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Ten NVA and 13 VC were killed, 19 individual weapons were captured,
and 15 suspects were detained in southern | Corps yesterday.

"Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for eight NVA and four VC killed, 13 suspects
detained, and 19 individual weapons captured.

Troops of a 4th Bn., 3d Inf. company found three NVA killed by air strikes 11 miles northwest of Duc
Pho.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn., working with troops of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf., killed five NVA 13
miles west of Duc Pho.

A reconnaissance element of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. found a cache of 17 individual weapons in a hole 11
miles northwest of Duc Pho. The haul included eight SKS rifles, six M-1 carbines, two French grease
guns, one AK-47 rifle and 300 pounds of rice.

Near the Song Tra Khuc, eight miles west of Quang Ngai City, F Trp., 1st Cav. killed one VC.

A 3d Bn., 1st Inf. reconnaissance element killed two VC by a trail 17 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Troops of a 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company killed one VC among huts three miles north of Duc Pho.

The 1st Bn., 20th Inf. command and control element detained a total of six VC suspects in three
incidents southeast of Duc Pho.

Another 1st Bn., 20th Inf. company detained three VC suspects in the same area.

MPs of the 11th Bd. and the National Police detained four military - age male VC suspects on
Highway 1 four miles north of Duc Pho.

Under the Voluntary Informant Program (VIP), 11th Inf. Bde. soldiers received two LAWS, two
105mm howitzer rounds, five 4.2" mortar rounds, one 81mm mortar round, four 60mm mortar rounds,
five M-26 grenades, 27 M-79 rounds, and over 250 rounds of small arms ammo from Vietnamese
civilians.

In the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operations, "Charger" units killed seven VC and two NVA, and
captured 10,500 pounds of rice.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. reconnaissance element killed one VC with small arms fire 14 miles southwest of
Hoi An. The "Gimlets" also found 4,000 pounds of rice in their area.

A 4th Bn., 21st Inf. company found one dead VC in a cave and killed another one by calling artillery
fire on him in action centered in an area seven miles southwest of Tam Ky.

A 3d Bn., 1st Inf. company killed a total of four VC in four separate actions in an area centered 12
miles west of Tam Ky.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed two NVA with M-60 machinegun fire 30 miles west of Tam
Ky.

A 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company found 2,000 pounds of rice 21 miles west of Tam Ky.

Later, another company of the battalion found 1,000 pounds of rice in the same area.

3,500 pounds of rice was captured by other units of the battalion 16 miles west of Tam Ky.

The 4th Bn., 21st Inf., received eight M-79 rounds, one M-72 warhead, 1 1/4 pound of C4, five M-26
grenades, one 60mm mortar round, and three 2.75 rockets Sunday under the VIP.

The 2d Bn., 1st Inf. received six 105mm howitzer rounds, eight M-79 rounds, and one M-26 grenade
the same day, also under the VIP.

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. reported killing two VC yesterday.

In the Chu Lai area a 5th Bn., 46th Inf. company, led by 1LT James J. Frazier (Decatur, lll.) killed
one VC who attempted to flee the "Professionals" southwest of Chu Lai.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed one VC while flying in support of "Brave and Bold" soldiers
south of Chu Lai.

In the Burlington Trail area a 1st Bn., 52d Inf. company, led by CPT Jack W. Sorensen (Council
Bluffs, lowa), discovered 1,000 pounds of rice and destroyed one booby-trapped hand grenade west
of Tam Ky.

Civic action soldiers of the brigade treated 524 Viethamese during five MEDCAPS.

The Division suffered one killed and nine wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces reported kiling one NVA and seven VC,
discovering one NVA body, detaining four VC suspects in very light and scattered action on Christmas
Day in southern | Corps.

In the 11th Inf. Bde. area, six VC were killed and four VC suspects detained while two engineer
companies reported three unusual incidents tied to the Christmas standdown.

Near a beach 11 miles southwest of Duc Pho, Co,. B, 4-3 Inf,, led by CPT Jack Pryor (Fresno,
Calif.) received heavy automatic weapons fire and killed five VC. After the "Old Guard" called in air
strikes, another VC was found dead.

Three VC suspects were detained with altered ID cards on Highway 1 about six miles southeast of
Duc Pho. Another was detained when he presented a VC wreath and distributed propaganda leaflets
at the gate of LZ Liz five miles northwest of Duc Pho.

The engineers' unusual day began north of Duc Pho on Highway 1 where a mine-sweep team of Co.
A, 19th Engr. Bn. discovered two Christmas trees bearing VC propaganda and a 20-foott high arch
built across the road with flowers, pompoms, a white flag, and a dove of peace attached.

Further north, 15 miles from Duc Pho, a mine-sweep team of Co. C, 39th Engr. Bn. encountered one
NVA with an AK-47 rifle and two armed VC watching the sweep. Neither side fired.

Shortly afterwards at the same site, the engineers were approached by 30 armed VC with AK-47
rifles, MO79 grenade launchers, and carbines. The VC asked to meet with U.S. representatives at the
site at a designated hour in the afternoon. American troops remained at the proposed site almost two
hours beyond the designated hour, but no VC appeared.

Units operating in the 196th Inf. Bde. area reported killing one NVA and finding one VC body in
three incidents near Que Son.

Co. D, 4-31st Inf. located the body of one NVA soldier killed Tuesday afternoon nine miles west of
Que Son.

Further to the southwest, F Trp., 8th Cav., OPCON to the 4-3 Inf., discovered one VC body which
had been dead four to five days.

To the north of the Que Son, a recon element of the 2-1 Inf. engaged seven VC shortly after the
Christmas standdown ended at 1800 hours. One VC was Kkilled by artillery fire in the action that
followed.

No serious incidents were reported in the 198th Inf. Bde. area of operations.

One Americal Division soldier was killed and one wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.

*kkkk

ARE YOU DOING YOUR PART IN ACCIDENT PREVENTION?
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Americal Division forces reported killing two NVA
and 25 VC, discovering the bodies of two VC and two NVA, detaining 21 VC suspects and capturing
seven weapons as action picked up yesterday following the Christmas standdown in southern | Corps.

Action was heaviest in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where infantry, cavalry, and Mobile Strike Force
units killed one NVA and 15 VC and discovered two VC bodies.

Elements of the 1-46 Inf. and 4-31st Inf. accounted for nine VC dead in two incidents west of Tam
Ky. An NVA doctor and his nurse were detained by Co. C, 4-31st Inf. in the same general area, and
the doctor indicated that his aid station had been destroyed previously. In a pack he carried penicillin
and documents.

Recon elements of the 3-21st Inf. killed two VC in separate incidents near Thang Binh, and soldiers
at an observation post of the 2-1st Inf. killed one VC about 100 meters from the base.

F Trp., 8th Cav., working part of the day in the 196th area, killed two VC in midmorning action near
Tien Phuoc. F Trp., 17th Cav. discovered two VC bodies, apparently dead several days.

Mobile Strike Force 14 killed one NVA 12 miles west of Que Son in the morning and killed a VC by
calling in artillery support nearer Que Son in the afternoon.

One NVA and two VC were killed, two NVA bodies were discovered, 17 VC suspects detained, and
seven individual weapons captured in the 11th Inf. Bde. area.

Co. D, 4-21st Inf. found two NVA soldiers in graves among three huts near a stream 20 miles west
of Duc Pho. Near the same site later, Co. D found and destroyed 16 huts, livestock, and 300 pounds
of rice. One secondary explosion occurred as the supplies were destroyed.

Co. B, 4-21st Inf. killed one VC near a stream 21 miles west of Duc Pho, and Co. D, 3-1st Inf. killed
a fleeing NVA in a green uniform 10 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City. Both companies retrieved
the dead soldiers' AK-47 rifles.

Elements of the 11th's aviation section killed two VC west of Que Son.

Other weapons captured included tow K-44 rifles and a shotgun by Co. A, 1-20 Inf. and an M-1 rifle
and shotgun by Co. C, 4-21st Inf. C Co. also found an enemy base camp of 10 huts, including a mess
hall, and two bundles of punji sticks, two AM radios, two tons of rice and six pounds of explosives.

Three large groups of VC suspects were detained in the Duc Pho area.

To the south, Co. B, 4-3 Inf. halted seven VC suspects, and Co. D, 4-3 Inf. stopped five without ID
cards. To the northwest near railroad trucks, Co, C, 1-20 Inf. detained five VC suspects who tried to
flee from U.S. troops.

Air power accounted for the deaths of four VC in the 198th Inf. Bde. area as "Aero Scouts" of the
123d Avn. Bn. and FAC recon aircraft killed two VC near Binh Son and Tien Phuoc.

The "Aero Scouts" engaged and killed the VC while flying a visual recon mission in support of 198th
troops southwest of Binh Son about noon. Air strikes by the recon aircraft against three sampans
killed two VC southwest of Tien Phuoc late in the afternoon.

VC suspects were detained by Co. C, 546 Inf,, led by 1LT James J. Frazier (Decatur, Ill.), and Co.
C, 1-52 Inf.,, led by CPT Archibald L.J. Hall (San Antonio, Tex.). Each halted two in the Chu Lai and
Oregon areas. The 1-52 infantrymen caught their suspects after one three a Chicom hand grenade at
them.

In civic action programs last week, 198th soldiers treated 2239 Vietnamese during medical
assistance visits and distributed a half ton of clothing to the villagers. "Brave and Bold" troops also
contributed to Christmas festivities at the Vietnamese Catholic orphanage north of Chu Lai.

In the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. and Oregon areas, the busy F Troopers of the 8th Cav. upped their day's
body count to six VC by killing four more in incidents near Que Son and Tam Ky. One kill came in
Operation Hardin Falls and one in the Oregon Area.

One Americal Division soldier was killed and three wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Americal Division forces reported killing 16 NVA and 33 VC, discovering 1 VC body,
detaining 38 VC suspects and capturing eight individual and one crew-served weapon, and 4 1/2 tons of rice in
heavy action in southern | Corps yesterday.

Two units of the 198th Inf. Bde. one supporting gunships killed 14 NVA and 11 VC and captured seven
weapons, one crew-served, plus seven mortars and 26 hand grenades in three encounters while on patrol seven
miles west of Tam Ky.

Two NVA were killed in each of the first two incidents, including a pair surprised at a distance of less than 100
meters. Two AK-447 rifles, a pistol, an RPD machinegun, and the grenades were taken.

Two more NVA were killed and their AK-47's captured in mid-morning by Co., C, 1-52 Inf., led by CPT James
Hall (San Antonio, Tex.), on patrol nine miles west of Tam Ky. Ten hand grenades were also recovered.

Busiest division troopers were the "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. who engaged enemy troops eight times
and killed seven NVA and 11 VC in the Tien Phuoc and Binh Son areas.

In a four-hour period around noon, the "Aero Scouts" encountered VC three times southwest of Binh Son and
killed six. Shortly afterwards, in a two-hour period, the gunships engaged NVA and VC troops three more times
south of Tien Phuoc and killed four NVA and four VC.

In the evening the "Aero Scouts" killed three NVA and one VC in two incidents within 15 minutes. In all eight
sections, the gunships were flying visual recon missions in support of 198th Bde, infantrymen.

The seven mortar rounds--four 82mm and three 81mm--were captured in a joint effort by Co. A, 1-6 Inf. and a
recon platoon of Co. E, 1-6 Inf. They were led by CPT John M. Plese (Granite City, Ill.) and 2LT William Christy
(Lebanon, Ind.), respectively.

Two NVA and 15 VC were killed, 53 refugees relocated and 4500 pounds of rice captured in the 196th Inf. Bde.
area.

The day's largest single encounter with enemy troops occurred outside Cobra, an observation post of the 2-1st
Inf. west of Tam Ky. Cobra observed seven VC enter a nearby hooch and called in artillery fire which killed all
seven. To the northwest, Tiger another 2-1 OP, located a ton of rice in a hooch.

Co. A, 1-46th Inf. joined the rice harvest by collecting 2500 pounds in three finds 11 miles southwest of Hoi An.
Two caches of 800 pounds each were found in two woven baskets and behind a paddy dike while 900 more
pounds were unearthed in a hooch.

Troops of the 3-21st Inf., operating in company, OP, and recon groups, accounted for six dead VC northwest of
Tam Ky. Co. A killed four VC moving west and took documents from their packs. A 3-21 recon platoon killed one
VC scrambling into a hole, while a 3-21 OP called in artillery fire to kill a VC in a bunker complex.

Artillery fire also killed two NVA after Co. A, 4-31st Inf. spotted three NVA in khaki uniforms going
west at a point 22 miles west of Tam Ky.

Cavalry units working with 196th troops relocated refugees, and killed two VC northwest of Tam Ky.

F Trp., 17th Cav., moving with the 4-31st Inf., helped relocate 53 refugees who asked to be moved
from an area 23 miles west of Tam Ky. They were taken to Que Son.

A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., OPCON to the 2-1st Inf., killed two VC moving west, both were carrying M-26
fragmentation grenades.

Moderate action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area revolved around two units of the 4-3 Inf. as six VC were killed, one VC
body found, 38 VC suspects detained, and the weapons and two tons of rice captured.

Co. C, 4-3 Inf. engaged three VC and killed them after being ambushed six miles southwest of Que Son, while
Co. B found three VC killed by artillery fire seven miles west of Que Son.

Both companies were busy eight miles southwest of Duc Pho in a village near the coast. Co. C, led by 1LT
Ralph Burkhart (Kansas City, Mo.), detained 28 VVC suspects and took a carbine and a K-44 rifle. Seven suspects
were held with one confirmed as a VC and another believed to be the local guerilla chief. Co. B found a wounded
VC hiding in a hole and detained one VC suspect west of the village.

Co. D, 4-21st Inf. uncovered a two-week-old grave of a VC killed by air strikes and then found a newly
constructed base camp with 15 stone-walled huts and two tons of rice hidden in a nearby hut encircled with
barbed wire.

Companies of the 1-20 Inf. detained nine VC suspects.

One VC was killed by B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. in contacts five miles southeast of Que Son.

No Americal Division soldiers were killed and four were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Americal Division forces reported killing 21 VC,
detaining 10 VC suspects and capturing one weapon and almost six tons of rice in moderate action in
southern | Corps yesterday.

Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed nine VC and detained seven VC suspects, but the day's body count
was overshadowed by several discoveries of enemy materiel and weaponry.

The Volunteer Informant Program, VIP, continued to prove its worth as 20 Vietnamese children
turned over 120 Chicom hand grenades and one 155mm round to an 11th Bde. loudspeaker team
north of Duc Pho in the morning. The children promised to return with more spoils today.

Cos. B and D of the 4-21st Inf. spent much of the day raiding enemy base camps, destroying huts,
and rounding up supplies, including 7500 pounds of rice.

D Co. hit two base camps near a stream 23 miles west of Duc Pho. In the first, 13 huts were
destroyed, many with sleeping quarters for 20 people and one divided into a classroom-mess hall.

Near the camp, a rack designed to hold seven weapons was confiscated along with 7000 pounds of
rice and documents and signs. Another 18 huts were located later in the same area, and a dozen M-
79 rounds and an NVA entrenching tool were found. The huts were destroyed.

In operations near a stream two miles further west, B Co. found eight huts, three on stilts, and trip
flares, foxholes, and 500 pounds of rice.

Among the day's detainees was a VC suspect who presented an identification card but was tripped
up by a recon element of the 1-20 Inf. which discovered he couldn't speak Viethamese.

Near a position of Co. A, 4-3 Inf., a VC female attempted to rotate a claymore mine towards the
Americans. She was killed when the mine exploded as she turned it.

Nearby, the "Old Guard" soldiers found the bodies of two VC killed during a firefight the night before
when a small arms and artillery battle had erupted. Also recovered were several grenades while three
VC suspects were held.

The value of cavalry and air support was obvious in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where gunships,
artillery and ground troops combined to kill five VC and capture one AK-47 rifle and 1850 pounds of
rice.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of the 8th Cav. killed two VC 15 miles west of Tam Ky and nine miles further
west, an aerial observer working with the 4-31st Inf spotted six VC in the open and directed 3-82 Arty.
fire to kill one.

The 3-82 also answered a call from Co. C, 2-1st Inf. after a large group of VC were spotted in a
ravine 18 miles southwest of Hoi An. One VC was killed by small arms fire and the gathering routed.

Infantrymen of Co. D, 4-31st Inf. accounted for the other VC kill when they trapped an enemy soldier
fleeing a hut five miles from the battle area in the ravine.

Rice caches were seized by F Trp., 17th Cav. working with the 4-31st Inf., and a patrol from Tiger
Base, A 2-1st Inf. observation post.

F Trp. gathered 1300 pounds of rice from an area in and around hooches 26 miles west of Tam Ky.
the OP patrol, moving 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky, found two crocks containing 200 pounds of rice
apiece and then discovered cans holding 150 more pounds in a rice paddy area.

Seven VC were Killed, four by gunships just after daybreak, and three VC suspects were detained in
a day of light action in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

Gunships of the 176th Assault Hel. Co., working with the 1-6 and 5-46 Inf., killed two VC each in
contacts northwest of Binh Son. Later, Co. A, 546 Inf.,, surprised five VC and killed two in a brief
firefight nine miles west of Binh Son.

No Americal Division soldiers were killed, and five were wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment, according to a initial report.
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10)--Action decreased sharply in southern | Corps yesterday as Americal
Division forces reported killing one NVA and nine VC, discovering the body of one VC, detaining 1 VC
suspects, relocating 30 refugees, and capturing three tons of rice, all in the Tam Ky and Duc Pho
areas.

The total body count differed greatly from the average daily count of the previous week which saw
24 NVA and 63 VC killed.

The majority of the day's contacts with enemy forces occurred in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where two
units killed six VC and relocated 30 refugees, and a third unit discovered three tons of rice.

Co. C, 3-21 Inf. engaged six VC during the day and killed four in three encounters. At 1750 and
1845 hours, Co. C killed two VC with small arms fire as they fled west 13 miles west of Tam Ky. In
later afternoon in the same area, the "Gimlets" took on four VC in a firefight and killed two.

Between shooting incidents, Co. C helped 30 Vietnamese refugees move from the area to Nui Loc
Son.

Elements of the 4-31 Inf. accounted for the other VC Kkills, both 25 miles West of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 1-46 Inf. found three tons of rice in 15 large crocks in two hootches 11 miles southwest of Hoi
An. The rice was held for distribution to Vietnamese villagers.

In the 11th Inf. Bde. area, one NVA and one VC were killed, one VC body was found, and 21 VC
suspects were detained.

Co. B, 4-21 Inf., operating 22 miles northwest of Duc Pho, found the body of an NVA kiled by small
arms fire in the previous 24 hours and, about an hour later in the afternoon, located the body of a VC
killed much earlier by air strikes.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf., led by CPT John R. Hill (Winchendon, Mass.), killed an evading VC in a rice paddy
five miles northwest of Duc Pho in the morning and then joined Cos. C and D to round up 12 VC
suspects in the area. Co. C, 4-3 Inf. detained the other nine VC three miles south of Duc Pho.

Two VC were killed in the 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. area by A Trp. and a "Blue Ghost" gunship of F Trp.,
8th Cav. Both were working west of Tam Ky.

Relative quiet prevailed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area where no major contacts were reported.

Troops and medical teams of the 1-6 Inf., operating on K-3 island and in the village of Ky Chanh,
brought their two-day total to 429 patients by treating 143 Viethamese in MEDCAPs.

For the fourth consecutive day and fifth day in the last six, no Americal division soldiers were
reported killed. Two were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial
report.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212
This New Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division APO 96374, as
an authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
Department of the Army.



Vol. 3. No. 3 FRIDAY January 3, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SATURDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Mostly cloudy with chance of rain showers in the morning. High temp. of 83,
low of 68'. Moon rise at 1855 set at 0755.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Increased contact with NVA forces and the largest weapons discovery in almost
two weeks highlighted a day of moderate action for Americal Division forces in southern | Corps yesterday.

Division units reported killing six NVA and 13 VC, finding the bodies of four VC, capturing 14 individual and one
crew-served weapons and 1000 pounds of rice, detaining 19 VC suspects, and relocating 161 refugees.

Of 15 incidents reported involving contact with enemy forces in the 196th Inf. Bde. area, 10 occurred within a
two-mile square area 24 miles west of Tam Ky. There, and throughout the 196th area, five NVA and nine VC
were killed, four VC bodies were found, and six weapons were captured.

Action centered around units of the 4-31 Inf. which were involved in eight contacts that accounted for eight
enemy dead, four found dead, and all six weapons.

Co. C, 4-31 Inf., working with the 2-1 Inf., ran into small arms fire from an unknown enemy force and killed four
NVA in the ensuring firefight 24 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Captured in the action were a .30 caliber
machinegun, an SKS rifle, and an AK-47 rifle.

Later in the same area Co. C killed another NVA and took his AK-47.

Slightly further west at 0755 hours, Co. D took on three VC and killed one. At 1340, Co. D engaged an NVA a
mile nearer Tam Ky and got his AK-47 and, two hours later, found the bodies of three VC killed by artillery fire.

Co. B killed a VC in the same area at 1420 hours and, six hours later, a recon element of the 431 killed a VC
there. At 2110 hours, the recon element engaged an NVAand captured his SKS rifle.

Units of Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed four VC in four small arms firefights from 11-13 miles west of Tam Ky. Other VC
kills in the area were credited to F Trp,., 17th Cav. and "Blue Ghosts" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. C. A, 21 Inf.
discovered the body of a VC killed by artillery.

Amidst its contacts with the enemy Co. D, 4-31 Inf. found time to help relocated 105 refugees to Tam Ky from an
area 25 miles to the west. Fifty-six more refugees were taken from an area 22 miles west of Tam Ky to Nui Loc
Son by F Trp., 17th Cav.

The half-ton of rice was found in two crocks by Co. C, 1-46 Inf. in a search of two hootches 11 miles southwest
of Hoi An.

Co. B, 4-21 Inf. took the war to the enemy's front porch by charging into a recently occupied base camp 12 miles
west of Duc Pho. The raid netted eight weapons and cost enemy forces 12 huts and numerous supplies.

In light action elsewhere in southern Quang Ngai Province, 11th Inf. Bde. forces killed one NVA and three VC,
wounded three VC, detained 16 VC suspects, and recovered a ninth weapon.

Discovery of the base camp was made at 0925 hours as Co. B patrolled a jungle area. The "Gimlets" moved
into the camp which showed signs of having been abandoned hurriedly. Of the 12 huts, one was an auditorium-
mess hall capable of serving 130 men, and several contained one and two-story sleeping quarters. Two huts
were booby-trapped.

Weapons found included four K-44 rifles, two French MAT-49 submachineguns, an M-1 carbine, and an M-1
rifle. Also recovered were 100 rounds of small arms ammunition, a Chicom hand grenade, web gear, and four
packs.

In another early-morning incident, Co. B, 1-20 Inf. received six to 10 rounds of automatic weapons fire and
returned it to kill one VC, a young male wearing black pajamas, two miles north of Duc Pho.

Short range patrols of Co. C, 4-3 Inf. and the 1-20 Inf. killed two VC. One was shot while fleeing through a
hedgerow four miles southeast of Duc Pho, and the other was killed when the 1-20 called for fire support from the
6-11 Arty. in a rice paddy eight miles northwest of Duc Pho.

The NVA was killed in the mountains 16 miles northeast of Duc Pho by Co. A, 31 Inf.

Units of the 4-3 Inf. wounded three VC and rounded up 15 VC suspects in day-long activity. Co. A, 4-3 Inf.
captured an M-2 carbine six miles southeast of Duc Pho.

"Blue Ghosts" gunships of F Trp,, 8th Cav. killed their second VC of the day in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area 13
miles northwest of Tam Ky.

For the second consecutive day, units of the 198th Inf. Bde. reported no major contact with the enemy. The
only action involved detention of three VC suspects and destruction in place of two booby-trapped mortar rounds.

The 198th's weekly civic action report showed 1164 Vietnamese treated last week on MEDCAPs while troops
distributed 1040 pounds of food, 50 pounds of soap, 100 pounds of clothing, and 50 school kits.

One Americal Division soldier was killed, and 15 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.

The lone casualty marked the first time in five days that an Americal Division soldier was killed. In that time
enemy losses totaled 181 killed.




Vol. 3. No. 4 SATURDAY January 4, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SUNDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Mostly cloudy with rain ENDING ABOUT 1500 HOURS. High temp. of 83" with
a low of 72'. Moon rise at 1748 and set at 0822.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10)--Only moderate action was reported throughout the Americal Division
yesterday with the companies of the 198th Inf. Bde. accounting for more than half of all enemy
soldiers killed.

Three NVA and 25 VC were killed 19 VC suspects detained, seven individual and one crew-served
weapon captured 145 refugees relocated, and more than 14 tons of rice discovered in southern |
Corps.

Co. A, 3-21 Inf. and Co. A, 4-31 Inf. engaged 22 VC and killed 15 in seven incidents, all firefights, as
196th Inf. Bde. units killed three NVA nd 17 VC, captured four weapons and 4200 pounds of rice, and
moved 145 refugees.

Co. A, 3-21, led by CPT Thomas Ruffing (Pittsburgh, Pa.), raised its two-day total of VC dead to 11
by killing seven in six incidents during a seven-hour search and clear mission in a rice paddy area 16
miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. A, 4-31 Inf. engaged 12 VC and killed eight 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky and captured two M1
carbines, an AK-47 rifle and documents.

A recon element of the 4-31 Inf. killed two VC and an NVA in three incidents 20 miles northwest of
Tam Ky. Items captured in the actions included an AK-47 rifle, five magazines, and 150 round of
small arms ammunition.

Two NVA were killed by fire from Btry. B, 3-16 Arty. 19 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Vietnamese refugees were relocated in three large groups by F Trp., 17th Cav. and Co. B, 4-31 Inf.
F Trp. moved two groups totaling 105 refugees from an area 25 miles west of Tam Ky to Nui Loc Son,
while Co. B relocated 40 from 29 miles northwest of Tam Ky to An Hoa.

Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed six VC, detained 19 VC suspects, and captured four weapons and
12 tons of rice.

Elements of the 1-20 Inf. killed three VC in as many encounters from five to 14 miles north of Duc
Pho. Co. A, 1-20, on a search and clear mission six miles northwest of Duc Pho, detained eight
female VC suspects who admitted they had sniped and thrown grenades at American forces.

Co. C, 4-3Inf., led by SGT James a Cooper (Carthage, N.Y.) and PFC Charles D. Darling (Sheffield,
Ala.) killed an evading VC, detained two VC suspects, and captured an SKS rifle and a 12-gauge
shotgun in three incidents in a rice paddy and near hootches five miles south of Duc Pho.

In the afternoon, Co. C discovered 12 tons of rice under a hut four miles south of Duc Pha

On a hill nine miles southwest of Quang Ngai City, a recon element of the 3-1 Inf. killed one VC and
took his M-1 rifle. Co. B, 4-21 Inf. found a 7.62 mm Chicom machinegun on a hill 23 miles west of Duc
Pho.

The other VC kill was logged by an Americal Long Range Patrol, led by SGt Dick Roth (Billings,
Mont.), which engaged an unknown-size enemy force 27 miles west of Duc Pho and killed one VC.

Action was very light and scattered for the third consecutive day in the 198th Inf. Bde. area where
two VC were killed by artillery fire.

Btry. C, 1-14 Arty., firing for Co. B, 1-52 Inf., killed the VC in firing missions on two small groups of
VC moving along a valley floor five miles southeast of Tien Phuoc.

One Americal Division soldier was killed, and three were wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment, according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 6 MONDAY January 6, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT TUESDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Most cloudy with showers in the morning and clearing in the afternoon. High
temperature of 83" with a low of 71'. Moon will rise at 2131 hours and set at 0945 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces reported killing one NVA and 23 VC, detaining
39 VC suspects, and capturing four individual weapons and 6900 pounds of rice in light action
yesterday in southern | Corps.

Action was heaviest in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where three companies accounted for 13 of the 17
VC killed and the lone weapon captured. One NVA was also killed, and 900 pounds of rice
discovered.

Co. B, 3-21 Inf., operating in small elements, killed eight VC in four separate encounters in an area
11 miles west of Tam Ky. Action began at 0900 hours when one element killed a VC trying to evade
west. An hour later, 12 VC were spotted going the other way, and three were killed by atrtillery fire.

Still another hour later, Co. B caught two more VC trying to flee east with packs containing rice.
Both were killed by small arms fire. At 1235 hours and a little nearer Tam Ky, two more VC were
killed while evading Co. B.

The last two VC kills yielded an M-2 carbine, 30 rounds of ammunition for the carbine, and packs
containing documents which were extracted.

The 3-21 Inf. added three more kills to its growing total as a recon element intercepted three heavily
camouflaged VC moving northwest 12 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. The VC were killed in a firefight,
and 60 pounds of salt were recovered.

Another recon element had similar success as 1-46 Inf. soldiers surprised and killed three VC in a
hootch area 12 1/2 miles southwest of Hoi AN. Among items captured were two wallets containing
documents and two grenades, one a Chicom and the other an M-26.

Elements of the 4-31 Inf. killed an NVA and a VC in two actions 29 and 21 miles northwest and west
of Tam Ky, respectively. The remaining VC kills were credited to A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., working
with the 2-1 Inf., and to Co. B, 2-1 Inf. which killed its man with mortar fire.

Co. A, 1-46 Inf. found two small rice caches of 500 pounds in a paddy dike and 400 pounds in a
hootch, both 10 miles southwest of Hoi Ann.

Action slackened in the 11th Inf. Bde. area where five VC were killed by artillery in two actions, 39
VC suspects detained, and three weapons and three tons of rice captured.

In a delayed report of Saturday evening action, a short Range Patrol of the 1-20 Inf. saw a VC
company moving through a woodline near Highway 515 seven miles northwest of Duc Pho. Artillery
fire was called in from Btry. C, 1-82 Arty., and three VC were killed.

Co. C, 4-3 Inf,, led by 1LT Thomas Bedient (Bozeman, Mont.), watched 27 suspected VC moving
through an area six miles west of Duc Pho. Fire called in from the 6-11 Arty. killed to VC, and the "Old
Guard" troops detained the remaining 25.

Prior to that incident, an element of Co. C found and evacuated 1000 pounds of rice southeast of
Duc Pho, as Co. B, 4-3 Inf. had done an hour earlier with 5000 pounds nearby.

Co. C, 3-1 Inf. captured three weapons, including a French MAS-36 rifle and a Thompson
submachinegun in a cache hidden along a trail eight miles southwest of Quang Ngai City. Later and
further south, Co. C turned up an M-1 carbine. Two grenades and some small arms ammunition also
accompanied the first cache.

Another day of minimal action in the 198th Inf. Bde. area produced one VC killed by an element of
the 5-46 Inf. south of Binh Son after he had been spotted running by one of the battalion's observation
posts.

Soldiers of the 5-46 Inf. continued civic action work by treating 200 Vietnamese patients in two
MEDCAPs at Chau Tu Three and Nuoc Mau.

For the sixth time in the past 10 days, no Americal Division soldiers were killed. Nine were
wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 7 TUESDAY January 7, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT WEDNESDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Mostly cloudy with showers. Winds northerly at 8 to 13 knots. High temperature
of 80" with a low of 67'. Moon will rise at 2222 hours and set at 1022 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Operating in heavy rain and high winds throughout most of the day and
evening, Americal Division forces reported killing one NVA and 22 VC, detained 19 VC suspects, and
captured two individual weapons in light action yesterday in southern | Corps.

Co. B, 3-21 Inf. continued to hound the VC effectively by killing six to bring its two-day total to 14 VC
killed in five incidents. Other units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA and three VC, found a VC
body, and captured a weapon.

Co. B engaged and killed six VC and captured an M-1 carbine at 1640 hours yesterday in a firefight
nine miles west of Tam Ky, two miles from its encounters Sunday. Only 40 minutes from its
encounters Sunday. Only 40 minutes earlier yesterday, another element of the 3-21 had killed two VC
in the same area.

Co. A added to the 3-21's total by killing a VC as he moved 100 meters from the company's position
15 miles west of Tam Ky. Further west, Co. C discovered the body of a VC believed to have been
killed in a firefight with the "Gimlets" on New Year's Day.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf., operating 29 miles west of Tam Ky, engaged three NVA and a VC and killed one
NVA carrying a pack containing rice and clothing.

Two separate incidents accounted for the six VC killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

A recon element of the 1-52 Inf., led by 1LT Barry Luther (Orange Park Fla.), engaged and killed
three VC six miles southeast of Tien Phuoc. Five packs and several documents were recovered.

Southeast of Binh Son, an aerial observation plane of the 21st Recon Airplane Company piloted by
WO1 Robert G. Corey, sighted a VC in the open and killed him with rocket fire. WO21 Corey then
called for support from Btry. B, 1-82 Arty., and two more VC were killed by artillery fire as they tried t o
flee the area.

Soldiers of the 5-46 Inf. treated 505 Viethamese on a MEDCAP in Binh Yen and now have treated
705 patients in two days.

Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed two VC and found one NVA body and a weapon and disrupted the
enemy's day by detaining 18 VC suspects and raiding a small base camp.

CPT David W. Walsh (Colton, Calif.) unlimbered his pitching arm and killed a VC sniper by tossing a
grenade into the VC's spider hole along a ridgeline six miles northwest of Duc Pho. The Kill followed
three sweeps of the area after CPT Walsh's Co. A, 1-20 Inf. troops had received fire. Also netted
were an AK-47 rifle with two magazines, and a pack and web gear.

In a delayed report of Sunday evening action, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. engaged and killed one VC after
receiving five rounds of M-79 fire four miles south of Duc Pho. Yesterday morning, Co. C detained a
VC suspect as he tried to hide a short-wave radio and medical supplies near a lake eight miles south
of Duc Pho.

A recon element of the 4-21 Inf. discovered the body of an NVA killed Sunday by small arms fire
near a stream 16 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City.

Co. C, 4-21 Inf., operating four miles further east, located a seven-hut base camp and confiscated
cooking utensils and 150 pounds of rice.

A Short Range Patrol of the 1-20 Inf. detained five female VC suspects who had been spotted
carrying rice into the mountains by gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. seven miles northwest of Duc
Pho. Brief deliberation led to their decision to declare themselves under the Chieu Hoi program.

"Blue Ghosts" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed four VC in three actions, and B Trp., 1st Sqdn, 1st
CAuv. killed a VC as action increased slightly in the 1-1 operational area.

At 1440 hours, the "Blue Ghosts" killed two VC running in an area 14 miles north of Tam Ky. Five
minutes later, another VC was killed there, with a fourth following at 1530 hours.

B Trp. engaged and killed a VC three miles nearer Tam Ky.

Once again, no Americal Division soldiers were reported killed. Ten were wounded and evacuated
for medical treatment, according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 8 WEDNESDAY January 8, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT THURSDAY

Tomorrow's forecast: Cloudy with showers most of the day. Winds northeasterly at 10 to 15 knots.

High temperature of 80" with a low of 65'. Moon will rise at 2312 hours and set at 1058 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Americal Division forces reported kiling 10 VC, detaining seven VC
suspects and capturing one individual weapon in a day of gusting winds in southern | Corps
yesterday.

Heaviest action occurred in the 11th Inf. Bde. area where six VC were killed in four encounters with
Cos. B and C, 4-3 Inf., and seven VC suspects were detained.

In early morning, Co. C found the bodies of three VC killed by small arms fire within the previous 24
hours eight miles southeast of Duc Pho. Moving northeast, Co. C detained a VC suspect in the
afternoon and, at dusk, killed a VC in the same area.

Almost simultaneously, Co. B, operating a short distance further south, killed a VC. Minutes later a
recently formed Co. B Short Range Patrol engaged and killed on VC three miles south of Duc Pho.

Co. C, 1-20 Inf. detained six VC suspects outside a small village three miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Three companies accounted for the three VC killed in separate incidents in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.

At 0555 hours, Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky while, at 0940 hours, Co.
B, 2-1 Inf. killed a VVC nine miles further northwest and captured his AK-47 rifle.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. engaged two VC and killed one 24 miles west of Tam Ky.

The remaining kill was credited to C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. which spotted a VC and killed him six
miles southeast of Hoi An.

In the 198th Inf. Bde. area, the 1-6 Inf. treated 148 Viethamese in a MEDCAP at Ky Chanh Monday,
and the 5-46 Inf. followed yesterday by treating 55 at Nuoc Mau.

For the third consecutive day and seventh day in the last 10, no Americal Division soldiers were
reported killed. Seven were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.

MALARIA PLAYS NO FAVORITES---
REMEMBER TO TAKE YOUR MALARIA
PILL DAILY.



Vol. 3. No. 10 FRIDAY January 10, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SATURDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Partly cloudy to mostly cloudy with intermittent showers. Winds northwesterly at
5-10 knots. High temperature of 84" with a low of 68'. Moon will rise at 0003 hours and set at 1211
hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Two units led the 198th Inf. Bde. in its heaviest day of action in almost
two weeks as contact with enemy troops increased yesterday in southern | Corps.

Americal Division forces reported killing three NVA and 25 VC, detaining three VC suspects, and
capturing one individual weapon in the fourth largest day of action since Christmas.

A recon element of the 1-52 Inf., led by 1LT Barry Luther (Orange Park, Fla.), engaged 12 enemy
soldiers and killed seven, while Co. A, 5-46 Inf., commanded by CPT Herbert A . Walter, killed four VC
in three encounters to account for the 198th's total.

The recon unit barely had time for lunch before launching a busy afternoon. Shortly after noon
southeast of Tien Phuoc, the unit took on a mixed group of seven enemy soldiers and killed two NVA
and one VC while capturing 200 pounds of rice.

After moving another 2-3 miles from Tien Phuoc, the recon group engaged four VC at 1840 hours
and won a brief firefight with four VC killed and no friendly casualties.

CPT Walter's company made life hectic for small groups of VC operating southeast of Chu Lai.
One company element opened the day at 0758 hours by surprising and killing a fleeing VC four miles
southeast of Chu Lai.

In subsequent actions, Co. A killed three VC five miles northeast of Binh Son.

Meanwhile, the medical platoon of the 5-46 was treating 141 Vietnamese in MEDCAP visits to Nuoc
Mau and Chau Tu Three. The 1-6 Inf. treated 45 patients at Ky Chanh.

Three units accounted for one NVA and 10 VC killed as 196th Inf. Bde. troops saw more action than
in the past four days.

Operating effectively at the platoon level, Co. B, 3-21 Inf., led by CPT Robert Wahl, killed four VC in
two actions 11-12 miles northwest of Tam Ky. At 1500 hours, the first platoon saw three VC in black
and green clothing and killed two with small arms fire. A half hour later, the second platoon caught
two evading VC and killed them a mile away.

Co. C added to the 3-21 total by killing a VC at 1700 hours 15 miles west of Tam Ky.

Even farther west, the 4-31 Inf. killed three VC in two encounters, with Co. D surprising and killing
one 25 miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 2-1 Inf. adjusted artillery fire on four VC moving near its defensive perimeter and killed two 28
miles northwest of Tam Ky. Later, Co. D killed an NVA and got his AK-47 rifle five miles nearer Tam
Ky. The NVA also yielded a pack containing rice and clothing.

Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. spent a relatively quiet day and reported only six incidents in which five
VC were killed and three VC suspects detained.

Co. C, 1-20 Inf. located the graves of three VC killed in a firefight Wednesday night near a trail six
miles west of Duc Pho.

Do. D, 4-21 Inf. spotted 15 VC with packs moving near a stream 19 miles west of Duc Pho and
called in an artillery burst from Btry. D, 6-11 Arty. to kill one. Ninety minutes later, Co. B called on the
same battery to kill a VC wearing an NVA pistol belt in a draw 25 miles west of Duc Pho.

The VC suspects were detained in separate incidents by Co. D, 1-20 Inf., working with the 174 Aslt.
Hel. Co. north and northwest of Duc Pho, and by Co. C, 43 Inf. south of Duc Pho.

"Blue Ghosts" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav., flying in the 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. area, killed on VC at
1145 hours 8 1/2 miles southeast of Hoi An.

Despite the increased action no Americal Division soldiers were reported killed. Two were
wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial report.

*kkk
US ARMY-WEAR OF THE TROPICAL COMBAT UNIFORM TO AND FROM RVN
Effective 0001 hours 15 Jan 69 the combat tropical uniform (jungle fatigues) will be worn to and from
RVN on military and MAC charter flights. The only authorized headgear to be worn while traveling in
this uniform is the cap, utility or the green beret for special forces personnel. Boots, combat orjungle,
will be worn.

Wearing of the combat tropical uniform will be mandatory for all enlisted grades up to and including
first sergeant. Wear of the uniform will be optional for sergeants major, warrant officers, and officers.




Vol. 3. No. 12 SATURDAY January 12, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT MONDAY
Partly cloudy with intermittent showers. Winds northeasterly at 10 knots, gusting 20 to 25 knots. High
temperature of 85" with a low of 70'. Moon will rise at 0152 hours and set at 1335 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Companies of the 3-21 Inf. continued their personal assault on the
enemy as Americal Division forces reported killing three NVA and 29 VC, finding one NVA body,
detaining 19 VC suspects, and capturing one individual weapon and 6 1/2 tons of rice in southern |
Corps yesterday.

Cos. B, C, and D of the 3-21 Inf. raised their three-day body count to 29 by killing 14 of 21 VC who
died in the 196th Inf. Bde. area. In addition 196th units captured 6 1/2 tons of rice and relocated 100
refugees.

At 1000 hours, Co. D, 3-21 Inf. engaged and killed four VC
12 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky and, in two late afternoon encounters, killed two more VC in the same
area. Co. C killed three VC in as many incidents 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. B, with 11 kills Thursday and Friday, added five more yesterday. At 1815 hours, Co. B spotted
seven VC 9 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky and adjusted artillery fire to kill three. Earlier, the "Gimlets" had
found a VC killed by atrtillery near the same area and, a half hour later, killed a VC with small arms fire.

An element of the 4-31 Inf., operating 20-21 miles west of Tam Ky, killed six VC in three contacts
within 20 minutes. The other VC kill was credited to F Trp., 17th Cav. which surprised a VC at 0545
hours 20 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

In addition to its three Kills, Co. C, 3-21 Inf. captured 4500 pounds of rice 14 miles northwest of Tam
Ky in the largest of seven rice discoveries totaling 6 1/2 tons in the 196th area. Units of the 4-31 Inf.
accounted for 2700 pounds taken farther west.

Cos. B, C, and D of the 4-31 Inf. also relocated 100 Vietnamese refugees from an area 23-26 miles
west-northwest of Tam Ky to Nui Loc Son. Co. D moved 74 refugees, Co. B 20, ard Co. C 6.

Two incidents dominated action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area where three NVA and five VC were killed,
one NVA body found, a weapon captured, and 16 VC suspects detained.

During the afternoon, Co. B, 4-21 Inf. engaged and killed three NVA in a brief firefight 18 miles
northwest of Duc Pho. The NVA were wearing green uniforms with pistol belts and ponchos, and one
yielded a K-44 rifle with 40 rounds of ammo.

An Americal Long Range Patrol, working 10 miles west of Quang Ngai City watched four VC moving
in the area and called in the 6-11 Arty to kill three.

Co. C, 4-21 Inf. discovered the body of an NVA apparently killed several days ago 18 miles
northwest of Duc Pho.

Other VC kills went to a "Shark" gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. a half-mile southwest of Mo Duc,
and to Co. A, 1-20 Inf. four miles southeast of Quang Ngai City.

Elements of the 4-3 Inf. detained eight VC suspects within three hours in an area four miles
southeast of Duc Pho, and Co. A, 1-20 Inf. detained five in the same area where it killed a VC.
Scattered actions southwest of Tam Ky accounted for the three VC Kkilled by artillery fire and three VC
suspects detained in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

At 1540 hours, Co. D, 1-52 Inf. saw two VC eight miles southwest of Tam Ky
and called in artillery fire to kill both. Almost three hours later, a 198th aerial observer directed artillery
to kill one VC spotted nine miles further southwest.

The medical platoon of the 1-6 Inf., led by CPT David Phillips (Norristown, Pa.), treated 45 patients
in a MEDCAP at K-4.

Five Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 24 were wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment, according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 13 SUNDAY January 13, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT TUESDAY
Cloudy to mostly cloudy with showers in the afternoon. Winds will be variable becoming northeasterly
in the afternoon at 5 to 10 knots. High temperature of 82" with a low of 67'. Moon will rise at 0254
hours and set at 1425 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Although the body count dipped slightly, the enemy took a beating in his own
backyard as units of the 196th Inf. Bde. moved into three base camps to destroy fortifications and confiscate
sizable stores of ammunition and equipment to highlight activity in southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division forces reported killing one NVA and 24 VC, finding five NVA bodies, capturing three individual
weapons and 5800 pounds of rice, detaining two VC suspects, and relocating 193 Vietnamese refugees.

Cos. C and D of the 2-1 Inf. discovered the base camps, and units of the 3-21 Inf. and 4-31 Inf. totaled 11 of 17
VC killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. area. All 193 refugees moved, and five NVA bodies and 4800 pounds of rice
found were also credited to the 196th.

At 0958 hours, Co. C, 2-1 Inf. discovered a base camp 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky in a mountainous jungle
area and destroyed 15 hootches and 15 bunkers. Captured were three 12.7mm antiaircraft gun barrels, 80 .51
caliber rounds, an M-2 carbine stock, a crossbow, machine-gun cleaning equipment, and documents.

At 1225 hours, Co. D, 2-1 Inf., operating 27 miles northwest of Tam Ky under 1LT James R. Sanders (Arvada,
Colo.), located another base camp in a thick jungle area. Seven bunkers were destroyed, and 80 more .51 caliber
rounds, a bangalore torpedo, five flashlight batteries, two NVA canteens, clothing, and documents were taken.

At 1450, Co. D struck again three miles nearer Tam Ky to find a camp serving as an apparent NVA commo
station. Sixty-nine bunkers, 20 hootches, and two tunnel complexes were destroyed.

Among items captured were nine NVA field phones, two portable switchboards, a PRC-10 radio, two NVA 45-
volt batteries, a commo repair kit, 20 NVA uniforms, six NVA rucksacks, six NVA gas masks, 10 M-79 rounds, and
100 pounds of rice.

Cos. A, C, and D of the 3-21 Inf. killed six VC in five incidents in an area 14-16 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.
Elements of the 4-31 Inf. killed four VC in the same general area and one southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed one VC running in a rice paddy at 1400 hours and, 20 minutes later, killed two more and
captured enough food, still warm, for five people. Cos. A and D killed single VC in brieffirefights.

One element of the 4-31 Inf. killed two VC while the recon unit and Cos. B and C killed one apiece. All the
incidents involved small firefights, except that of Co. B which caught three VC with hand grenades in a tunnel and
killed one.

F Trp., 17th Cav. discovered five VC killed by artillery fire in the previous 24 hours in a rice paddy 15 1/2 miles
northwest of Tam Ky. Eight hours later and 2 1/2 miles further away, Co. C, 2nd Inf. found the bodies of five NVA
killed in air strikes in mid-December.

The other VC killed was by a "Blue Ghosts" gunship of F Trop., 8th Cav., also 15 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

F Trp., 17th Cav. and Co. B, 4-31 Inf. moved four groups of refugees from 23 and 28 miles northwest of Tam Ky
respectively. F Trp. relocated 104 to Nui Loc Son and 72 to Que Son, while Co B moved 17 to Nui Loc Son.

Co B also found and sent to Nui Loc Son 4800 pounds of rice taken from two hootches 28 miles northwest of
Tam Ky. Other 196th units reported finding items including a bear trap, two shotgun barrels, a U.S. bayonet, an
81mm mortar, 250 M-60 rounds, and eating utensils for 40 men.

Four incidents, two involving gunships, accounted for four VC killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area where two VC
suspects were also detained.

An "Aero Scout" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed a VC 14 miles southwest of Tam Ky, and a gunship of the 176th
Aslt. Hel. Co. killed a VC 5 1/2 miles southwest of Binh Son at 0635 hours.

Co. B, 1-52 Inf. called in artillery to kill on VC 10 miles southwest of Tam Ky, and Co. B, 546 Inf. engaged and
killed a VC and detained one VC suspect five miles southeast of Binh Son.

Infrequent action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area resulted in one NVA and one VC killed, three individual weapons
captured, and 1000 pounds of rice found and destroyed.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf. was involved in both kills 2-2 1/1 miles northwest of Duc Pho. At 0900 hours, Co. B engaged
and killed the VC and later found an NVA buried in a shallow grave near a stream. He was uniformed and had
been killed by small arms fire in the previous 24 hours.

Co. C, 3-1 Inf., working four miles southeast of Quang Ngai City, discovered a hut containing two K-44 rifles, an
M-1 rifle, 2000 pounds of rice, and a Japanese radio amplifier.

"Blue Ghosts" gunships got their second and third VC kills of the day in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area. At 1450
hours, one VC was killed 5 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky and, at 1530, the other was killed seven miles north of Tam
Ky.

One Americal Division soldier was killed, and 13 were wounded and evacuated, according to an initial report.




Vol. 3 No. 16 THURSDAY January 16, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT FRIDAY

Mostly cloudy to cloudy with showers in the morning. Winds from the northeast less than 15 knots.
High temperature of 82° with a low of 68°. Moon will rise at 0614 hours and set at 1736 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Twenty three of 30 weapons, more than were captured in the previous 11
days combined, and a large supply of parts and ammunition were uncovered by two companies of the 2-1 Inf.
during light action in the southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division forces also reported killing three NVA and 12 VC, finding three VC bodies, detaining
22 VC suspects, and capturing almost eight tons of rice in two caches.

The light action extended to Operation Russell Beach as joint assault troops again concentrated on
removal of Viethamese civilian refugees from the area before pushing forward to root out enemy troops and
fortifications.

Acting on a tip from an NVA prisoner, Cos. C and D, 2-1 Inf. combed an area 23-1/2 miles northwest of
Tam Ky to uncover a cache of 14 individual and nine crewserved plus parts and ammo for those and other
weapons.

Other action in the 196th Inf. Bde. area saw two NVA and two VC killed, two more weapons and 13,800
pounds of rice taken, and 21 refugees relocated.

Co. D, let by 1LT James Sanders (Arvada, Colo.) made the main discovery at 1430 hours by turning up
10 SKS rifles, five Chicom light machineguns, a 12.7mm anti-aircraft machinegun, a 7.62mm heavy machinegun,
an RPG-7 launcher, and an M-16 rifle.

Also captured were two 81lmm and one 60mm mortar sights, an 8lmm mortar mount, a Chicom
recoilless rifle mount, an M191A1 tripod for a .30 caliber machinegun, two AK-47 rifle barrels, 14 bangalore
torpedoes, and 700 electrical blasting caps.

An hour earlier, Co. C. took a .50 caliber machine gun, 75 rounds of RPG-7 ammo, 1600 rounds of
12.7mm ammo, and 1000 feet of det cord. Co. C also destroyed 55 huts and 40 hunkers.

Co. D continued digging and found 13 B-40 rockets, 12 82mm mortar rounds, two shields for a 12.7mm
anti-aircraft machine gun, 1000 more feet of det cord, and an undetermined amound of AK-47 ammao.

Nearby, the third platoon of Co. D raided a hootch and left with an 82mm mortar sight found with aiming
sticks and a bore brush, 12 NVA packs, six NVA gas masks, five NVA rucksacks, and a U.S. steel pot.

In the morning, Co. D had killed two NVA in a nearby firefight and captured two AK-47 rifles. The other
weapon taken was a .38 caliber pistol used by a VC wounded and captured by Co. A, 431 Inf. 20 miles west of
Tam Ky.

The VC kills were by Cos. D and C, 3-21 Inf. 11 and 14-1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. Co. B, 3-
21 Inf. located 13,800 pound sof rice, including six tons found 9-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. Three tons went to the
refugee center at Nui Loc Son. Co. B also destroyed two new NVA hootches in the vicinity.

F Trp., 17th Cav., which destroyed thre recently-used hootches and ferreted miscellaneous enemy
equipment from a tunnel, also moved 17 refugees to Que Son from an area 22 miles west of Tam Ky. Co. C, 431
Inf. moved four refugees from than area to Nui Loc Son.

Operation Russel Beach, the assault on the Batangan Peninsula 20 miles southeast of Chu Lai by
Americal, Marine, Navy and ARVN forces, was relatively uneventful. Americal units, comprised of the 546 Inf.
and the 4-3 Inf., killed one VC and captured a ton of rice.

Co. A, 4-3 Inf. killed the VC in the Batangan area shortly after noon, and Co. D, 4-3 Inf. found the rice
five miles northeast of Quang Ngai City and sent it to a refugee center.

Over 1400 refugees had been checked through Americal lines before noon and, when the exodus had
slowed considerably, the 11-1/2 mile cordon of troops began its slow sweep toward the sea where Navy elements
maintain their coastal blockade.

The assault, largest of the Vietnam War, is designed to end enemy domination of th heavily-reinforced
peninsula area, a source of enemy refuge and supply for almost 20 years.

Operation Russell Beach incidents accounted for the only contact in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

Co. A, 4-21 Inf,, let by 1LT Thomas L. Smith, killed an NVA and a VC, discovered three VC bodies,
captured a weapon, and destroyed an a enemy base camp. Other 11th Inf. Bde. units killed two VC and took one
weapon.

Co. A killed the NVA and got his K-44 rifle near a stream 22 miles west of Duc Pho and nearby found
graves on a hillside of three VC killed by artillery. Co. A later killed a VC fleeing a nearby hut in a clearing.

The "Gimlets" also moved into an enemy base camp of 12 huts, eight latrines, an aid station, a mess hall
and several bunkers. Recent footprints were apparent, and Co. A found medical supplies, bear traps and a large
number of pigs running loose.

Cos. A and B of the 1-20 Inf. each killed a VC west of Duc Pho. Co. A added 15 VC suspects while Co.
B captured a K-44 rifle, an M-26 grenade, and M-60 machinegun ammo.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav., killed five VC in four incidents west-northwest of Tam Ky, and A Trp.,
1st Sqdn.,1st Cav. killed one VC west of Tam Ky in comparatively heavy action in the 1-1 area.

Seven Americal Division soldiers were killed and 15 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 17 SUNDAY January 17, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SATURDAY
Mostly cloudy with showers in the morning and afternoon. Winds will be from the northwest in the
morning and from the northeast in the afternoon at 5-8 knots. High temperature, 81', lows 67'. Moon
rises: 0715, set 1844.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Major contact with an NVA force southwest of Quang Ngai City, and the first big step
forward in Operation Russell Beach highlighted increased enemy contact in southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division forces reported killing nine NVA and 21 VC, detaining 29 enemy suspects, and capturing 11 individual
weapons and 7200 pounds of rice.

An enemy ambush turned into an all-night battle between three companies of the 3-1 Inf. and an unknown-size enemy force
near a small village six miles southwest of Quang Ngai City. Seven NVA were killed, four weapons taken, and 22 suspects
detained.

Other units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed five V¢, captured two weapons, and detained seven VC suspects.

The 3-1 Inf.'s ordeal began late Wednesday night when Co. B was pinned down by heavy machinegun and rocket fire in an
enemy ambush sprung as an NVA prisoner of walked Co. B into a hal of fire while ostensibly leading the way to a rice cache.

Cos. C and D moved in immediately to relieve the pressure by flanking the village and bottling up enemy troops. Air Force
planes circled overhead to provide all-night illumination as isolated action continued.

At dawn, an area sweep began, and Co. B reported killing 5 NVA. Co. D reported killing two and capturing three Ak47 rifles
and a 7.62mm pistol. Co. C detained 21 enemy suspects, and Co. D nabbed one. Americal units had not killed & many NVA in
one day since Dec. 27.

A large supply of documents and assorted military equipment was captured along with an enemy map of the Quang Ngai City
area. Scattered incidents continued there yesterday.

Elements of the 4-21 Inf. killed two VC 20-21 miles west of Duc Pho and took a K-44 rifle. Co. A, 4-21 Inf. recovered an AK-47
rifle from the spot where it had killed a VC the night before.

Co. A; 1-20 Inf. and a 1-20 recon unit each killed a VC near Mo Duc. Co. A also detained three VC suspects in the area, and
Co. B, 1-20 Inf. stopped four southeast of Mo Duc.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. logged their sixth VC kill in two days in a contact 10 miles west of Quang Ngai City.

After another morning of aid to refugees leaving the Batangan Peninsula area, target of a gigantic assault by Americal, Marine,
Navy and ARVN forces, a platoon of Co. A, 4-3 Inf. crossed the Song Diem Diem to begin the first indepth probe of the enemy
stronghold.

Co. A's thrust came shortly after noon and was supported by artillery fire and gunships of the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. which raked
the small island to which the platoon moved on rubber rafts. Another element of Co. A joined Co. C, 546 Inf. on the shore to
provide ground cover for the crossing.

The platoon reached it's objective, a treeline, on the island and conducted a search of the area. Thirty-nine enemy suspects
were turned up in the probe, and several enemy fortifications and underground refuges were destroyed.

Co. A killed one VC with small arms fire at 1250 hours and, 30 minutes later, found two more VC killed in the artillery barrage.
Later in the afternoon, Co. D, 4-3 Inf. found an M-1 carbine in a cave and Co. B, 546 Inf. was given two M-1 rifles by three VC
turned Chieu Hoi.

Cos. A and D, 4-3 Inf. found and evacuated 3400 pounds of rice to the refugee holding center behind the cordon.

A 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. ship, piloted by 1LT William T. Koehler, killed two VC in the operational area while carrying members of
the Psyops team assigned to encourage refugee evacuation of the area.

As of 1600 hours, 2449 refugees had passed through Americal check points along the 11 1/2 mile cordon line formed by the 4
3 and 5-46, and Marine and ARVN units. Troops on line concentrated throughout the morning on tightening positions for the
main sweep toward the sea.

Scattered contacts have produced 10 VC killed and three individual weapons captured by Americal elements in the operation.
Joint force totals show 21 VC killed and six individual weapons taken.

Elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed an NVA running six miles southwest of Tien
Phuoc, and the recon unit of the 1-52 Inf. engaged two VC, killed one, and captured and AK-47 rifle and documents 6 1/2 miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

Led by three companies of the 3-21 Inf., units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA and nine VC, and captured one weapon
and 3800 pounds of rice.

Co. B, 3-21 Inf. killed three VC in two contacts 9 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. Co. C killed two in separate firefights 13 miles
northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. A engaged three and killed two in one incident 13 miles west of Tam Ky.

An element of the 1-46 Inf. spotted two VC in the open and killed them 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky; and F Trp., 17th Cav.
saw three NVA running southwest, killed one with small arms fire, and captured his AK-47 rifle 21 miles west of Tam Ky.

F Trp. also moved 73 Vietnamese from the same area to the refugee center at Que Son.

Co. C, 2-1 Inf. and Co. B, 4-31 Inf. discovered 2000 and 1800 pounds of rice, respectively, and Co. C added 300 pounds of
salt.

C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. engaged and killed a VC 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky in the only incident reported in the 11 area.

Three Americal Division soldiers were killed, and four were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an
initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 18 SATURDAY January 18, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SUNDAY
Mostly cloudy with showers in the morning. Winds will be from the northwest at about 5 knots. High
temperature will be 81" with a low of 67'. Moon rises at 0812 and will set at 1949 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Companies of the 3-21 Inf. ran their two-day total to 17 VC killed as Americal
Division forces reported
kiling one NVA and 18 VC, finding 20 NVA bodies, detaining 15 VC suspects, and capturing seven individual
weapons in southern | Corps yesterday.

Action in Operation Russell Beach was confined to search missions which netted two weapons but no enemy
kills by Americal units.

Four companies of the 3-21 Inf. killed 10 VC and captured four weapons while other units found the bodies of
20 NVA and killed three VC in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.

Cos. A and C of the 3-21 Inf. each killed three VC, and Cos. B and D had two apiece, all in an area ranging from
8 1/2 - 14 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. The 10 kills were made between 0935 and 1430 hours.

At 1030 hours, Co. D engaged three VC and killed one nine miles west of Tam Ky and captured three rifles--an
AK-47, an SKS, and an M-16. Also found were three magazines apiece for the AK-47 and M-16, 63 rounds of
small arms ammo, a Chicom grenade, a U.S. bayonet, two NVA packs, and two U.S.mess kits with canteens.

Co. C captured an M-79 grenade launcher when it engaged and killed two VC in green uniforms 14 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 2-1 Inf,, led by 1LT James R. Sanders (Arvada, Colo.), discovered 15 graves containing 20 badly-
mangled NVA bodies 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky. The NVA are believed to have died in air strikes about a
month ago. Seven empty huts were destroyed nearby.

Co. C, 2-1 Inf,, led by CPT John R. Slaybaugh (Lakeview, O.) located three small enemy base camps 22 miles
northwest of Tam Ky and destroyed three bunkers and 30 huts while capturing assorted military equipment.

A recon unit of the 2-1 Inf. also found a base camp and destroyed 14 camouflaged huts 21 miles northwest of
Tam Ky.

Other VC kills went to Co. B, 4-31 Inf. and two observation posts of the 2-1 Inf. In each case, VC were seen
running 20-21 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. One of the three was killed by Artillery fire directed from one OP.

Units of the 4-21 Inf. and 1-20 Inf. accounted for all kills in the 11th Inf. Bde. area where one NVA and four VC
died, five of 10 VC detainees were wounded, and an Ak-47 was taken.

A recon element of the 4-21 Inf., led by 1LT Robert S. McEldowney (Hilo, Hawaii), engaged five Vc, killed three,
and captured the AK-47 at 1140 hours 25 miles west of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf. saw three NVA in green uniforms moving into the mountains near Highway 515 6 1/2 miles
northwest of Duc Pho and called in the 6-11 Arty. to kill one. An hour later, Co. A, 1-20 Inf. killed an evading VC
near No Duc 12 1/2 miles north of Duc Pho.

Co. A had earlier taken on six VC in a firefight and wounded four before detaining all six. Of the remaining
detainees in the 11th's area, one was caught while policing brass 12 miles southeast of Duc Pho.

Co. D, 5-46 Inf. found and M-72 LAW rocket in a tunnel and a recon unit of the 4-3 Inf. captured an M-1 carbine
as Americal units made little contact with the enemy in Operation Russell Beach on the Batangan Peninsula 10
miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

The cordon which encircles the peninsula was tightened only slightly and will move forward at approximately
500 meters a day until a suspected two VC battalions are corralled within the cordon. Five VC suspects were
detained yesterday.

Co. D, 4-3 Inf. put a VC seamstress or tailor out of business by discovering an underground tailor shop within
the cordon. More than 20 VC flags, including several measuring 4 by 8 feet for use by large units, were found.

Also pulled out of the bunker were several bolts of cloth, sewing patterns, instructions on how to place the gold
star on the red and blue flag, and a letter of thanks from a field commander for his flag.

Co. D also extracted almost three tons of rice to be sentto the refugee center near quang Ngai City.

At 1600 hours, 2788 refugees had been checked through the Americal section of the 11 1/2 mile cordon. Of
those, 35 were confirmed as members of the VC infra-structure.

After five days, Operation Russell Beach has accounted for 10 VC killed and four weapons captured. The
overall assault effort, which includes Marine, Navy, and ARVN troops, has logged 41 VC kills and seven
weapons.

Many enemy fortifications have been destroyed from the air, including several yesterday when forward air
controllers of the 198th Inf. Bde. directed air strikes and heard four secondary explosions and saw seven
secondary fires.

No other major incidents were reported in the 198th INf. Bde. area.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed one VC six miles northwest of Tam Ky in the Hardin Falls operational
area of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav.

One Americal Division soldier was killed, and seven were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 19 SUNDAY January 19, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT MONDAY

Mostly cloudy with chance of showers in the evening. Winds will be variable at about 5 knots. High

temperature will be 84' with a low of 68". Moon will rise at 0900 hours and wil set at 2050 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division forces reported killing one NVA and 18 VC, detaining
14 VC suspects, and capturing 4200 pounds of rice in light action in southern | Corps yesteray.

Operation Russell Beach produced two VC killed, 1000 pounds o rice evacuated, and several
enemy fortifications destroyed as Americal units joined Marine and ARVN troops in advancing their
cordon of the Batangan Peninsula.

Quang Ngai City was the focal point for most of the action in the 198th Inf. Bde. area where 11 VC
were killed, including the two in Operation Russell Beach.

Co. B, 4-3 Inf.,, OPCON to the 198th for Russell Beach, caught five VC digging foxholes on the
peninsula eight miles northeast of Quang Ngai City and killed two while capturing one in a firefight.
Co. A, 4-3 Inf. evacuated 1000 pounds of rice to the refugee holding center.

Co. D, 5-46 Inf. blew up 310 more meters of tunnel complex to bring to 420 meters the total length
of tunnel passage the unit has destroyed in three days.

At 1600 hours, 3470 refugees had been moved off the peninsula to a holding area near Quang Ngai
City. Fifty-six had been identified as members of the VC infra-structure. The over-all VC casualty rate
stood at 48 at 1900 hours.

Elsewhere in the 198th area, Co. C, 4-21 Inf. killed four VC at 1400 hours four miles northwest of
Quang Ngai City. Recovered in the skirmish was a 138-yard bolt of cloth. Nearby, a "Shark" gunship
of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed a VC fleeing the area.

Elements of the 1-52 Inf. killed four VC. Co. C engaged and killed three VC and captured three
Chicom grenades three miles southeast of Tien Phuoc.

Co. D, 1-6 Inf. found 32000 pounds of rice in two caches eight miles southwest of Chu Lai.

Co. C. 3-21 Inf. killed four more VC to give the battalion 21 VC Kills in three days as five VC were
killed and 19 refugees relocated in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.

Co. C, led by CPT Richard Rinaldo (Pemberton, N.J.), killed the VC in four incidents 14-15 1/2 miles
west of Tam Ky. Three VC were killed by the second platoon on a search and clear mission.

An element of the 4-31 Inf. killed a VC and damaged two sampans 22 miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 3-1 Inf. saw more of an elusive NVA unit and killed one in a pre-dawn firefight, while Co. A,
1-20 Inf. killed two VC to account for all action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area. Thirteen VC suspects were
detained.

Co. C engaged an unknown-size enemy force at 0155 hours and, on a dawn sweep, found a
uniformed NVA dead with eight Chicom grenades nearby.

The action occurred near a small village three miles southwest of Quang Ngai City, three miles
closer to the city than last Wednesday night's major conflict between the 3-1 and a large NVA force.

Co. A, 1-20 Inf. received sniper fire as it moved along a trail four miles northwest of Duc Pho.
Return fire killed a VC, and Co. A later killed another VC in a similar firefight two miles further
northwest.

Cos. B and C, 1-20 Inf., operating three miles northwest of Duc Pho, detained four VC suspects,
while "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. corralled four more just west of Duc Pho.

Three Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 14 were wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment, according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 20 MONDAY January 20, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT TUESDAY
Fair to partly cloudy. Winds from the southwest by west at 5 knots. High temperature of 86' with a low
of 65'. Moon will rise at 0943 hours and will set at 2147 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--A surprise attack on the 3-1 Inf. headquarters and more activity than usual in the
1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. area highlighted moderate action in southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division forces reported killing four NVA and 20 VC, detaining 38 VC suspects, and capturing two
individual weapons.

Americal units in Operation Russell Beach moved their cordon forward on the Batangan Peninsula and killed on
VC while destroying numerous enemy fortifications, mines, and booby traps.

At 2335 hours Saturday, the 3-1 Inf. headquarters received 35-40 rounds of 80mm mortar fire and a ground
attack. An estimated two sapper squads infiltrated the perimeter and detonated hand grenades, satchel charges,
and RPG rounds.

American casualties were described as light while enemy casualties were unknown. Enemy RPG fire was
directed at the same site late last night but impacted outside the perimeter.

Two troops of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed one NVA and four VC and captured an AK-47 rifle, and F Trp., 8th
Cav. killed an NVA in the busy 1-1 area.

C Trp. engaged six VC at 1445 hours and killed three 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky. At 1115, A Trp. killed an
NVA and took his AK-47 six miles southwest of Tam Ky and, three hours later, killed a VC a halfmile away.

The F Trp. "Blue Ghosts" killed and NVA seven miles west of Tam Ky just after noon.

Co. D, 4-3 Inf. killed a VC near its night perimeter at 2200 hours as Operation Russell Beach wound up its
seventh day with 52 VC killed and eight individual weapons captured. Americal units have killed 11 VC and taken
four weapons.

The joint forces cordon, which includes the Americal's 5-46 Inf. and 4-3 Inf. as well as Marine, Navy, and ARVN
units, moved slowly forward again despite mud, water, and heavy footing.

Working in clear, sunny weather, Americal troops slogged ahead to find and destroy numerous mines and
booby traps. Co. C, 5-46 Inf. reported blowing three anti-tank mines in place, and Co. C, 4-3 Inf. halted a VC
suspect carrying documents behind the cordon.

Co. A, 5-46 Inf. detained two VC suspects without identification. Further inspection of the hut the pair had
vacated revealed 12 claymore mines, two M-14 mines, one unidentified mine, two M-79 rounds, an M-26
grenade, an 81 mm round, and an incendiary grenade.

Forward air controllers of the 198th Inf. Bde. directed several air strikes in the peninsula area, and one resulted
in two secondary explosions.

As of 1600 hours, 3646 of the estimated 5000 refugees in the area ha d been processed through the holding
center behind the cordon. Sixty-two had been identified as members of the VC infrastructure.

Three VC were killed elsewhere in the 198th area. An aerial observer of the 21st Recon Airplane Co. killed two
VC 15 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, and an element of the 1-52 Inf. killed one seven miles southwest of Tam
Ky.

Three battalions of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed two NVA and six VC and captured one weapon. Units of the 2-1 Inf.
killed four of the enemy, and two companies of the 3-21 Inf. killed three.

An element of the 2-1 Inf. engaged and killed two VC 18 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. In Operation Fayette
Canyon, Cos. C and D, 2-1 Inf. killed one NVA apiece in an area 22-23 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Co. C
recovered an AK-47.

Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed two VC in separate incidents 11 1/2 and 13 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. D, 321
Inf. killed one 11 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. The other VC kill went to a recon unit of the 1-46 Inf. in a brief firefight
13 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

F Trp., 17th Cav. and Co. C, 4-31 Inf. relocated 75 refugees. F Trp. moved groups of 19 and 33 and 1000
pounds of rice from 22-23 miles northwest of Tam Ky to Que Son. Co. C moved 23 refugees to Nui Loc Son from
23 miles west of Tam Ky.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. and Co. A, 1-20 Inf., working together, accounted for five of six VC
killed in the 11th Inf. Bde. area. Thirty-five VC suspects were detained.

At 0810 hours, "Sharks" engaged and killed four VC 12 1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho and, at 16335, Co. A
killed an evading VC three miles to the southeast. At 0935, Co. A had detained 26 VC suspects while moving into
Mo Duc on Highway 1.

"Aero Scouts of the 123d Avn. Bn. detained four VC suspects in three incidents and killed a VC 6 1/2 miles
northwest of Quang Ngai City.

Vietnamese civilians, acting under the Voluntary Informant Program (VIP), turned over the following items to E
Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. 13 1/2 miles west of Duc Pho.

One 155mm round, five 105mm rounds, four B-40 rockets, 30 60mm rounds, 12 82 mm rounds, 11 81mm
rounds, three 3.5 rounds, three Chicom grenades, one M-26 grenade, two M-79 rounds, a bangalore torpedo, an
enemy gas mask, and three magazines.

Three Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 15 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 21 TUESDAY January 21, 1969 MIRACLEWEATHER REPORT WEDNESDAY
Partly cloudy. Winds form the east at 5-10 knots. High temperature will be about 85' with a low of 68'.
Moon will rise at 1022 hours and will set at 2240 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--More and heavier contact with NVA troops and continued success in operation Russell
Beach that included discovery of almost 15 tons of salt, culminated a busy day in southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division forces reported killing 14 NVA and 22 VC, finding two VC bodies, detaining 45 VC suspects, and capturing
two individual weapons plus 29,110 pounds of salt and 7450 pounds of rice.

In a contact made in mid-morning and still alive early this morning Co. B, 4-21 Inf. confirmed killing at least three NVA in
heavy fighting with an unknown-size enemy force 6 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.

While patrolling the area, Co. B received and returned heavy machinegun and mortar fire to start an incident that flared
throughout the day and last night when the area was illuminated. Co. A, 4-21 Inf. came to Co. B's aid.

Other units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed 10 VC, found two VC bodies, and detained 23 VC suspects.

Two companies of the 1-20 Inf. killed four VC apiece, and one found a fifth killed by artillery. Co. E, the 1-20's mortar team,
killed four VC in support of Co. A near a small village 10 miles north of Duc Pho.

The 1-20 recon unit engaged six VC and killed four 6 1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho and, in a report delayed fran Sunday
night found a VC killed by artillery a half-mile nearer Duc Pho.

"Shark" gunships of the 174 Aslt. Hel. Co. killed two evading VC eight miles north of Duc Pho, and Co. C, 31 Inf. found the
three-day-old grave of a VC killed by artillery 20 1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

For the third consecutive night the headquarters of the 3-1 Inf. received enemy fire. No report of casualties or damage was
immediately available.

No kills were recorded in Operation Russell Beach, but units of the 4-3 Inf. and 5-46 Inf. advanced almost 600 meters their
cordon of the Batangan Peninsula, an area 6-10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City under siege also by Marine, Navy and
ARVN elements.

Americal soldiers were involved in seven incidents that saw two weapons captured, 18 bunkers and over 200 feet of tunnels
destroyed, and 29,910 pounds of salt and 7450 pounds of rice seized.

In addition, Co. D, 4-3 Inf. was presented with 700 refugees who appeared on the beach after apparently agreeing with the
message being broadcast overhead by a 198th Inf. Bde. PSYOP helicopter. That exodus brought to 4564 the number of
refugees processed through the holding center behind the cordon.

With two consecutive days of clear weather behind them, Americal units have now destroyed 46 bunkers and over 3000
meters of tunnel complexes in the eight days of Russell Beach. Eleven VC have been killed, and six individual weapons
captured.

Co. C, 5-46 Inf. uncovered two rice and salt caches yesterday. At 1630 hours, Co. C found 12 tons of salt and a ton of rice
seven miles northeast of Quang Ngai City. Earlier, Co. C had discovered 150 pounds of rice and 110 of salt nearby.

Co. B, 5-46 Inf. turned up 5800 pounds of salt and 200 of rice, and Co. A, 4-3 Inf. came up with 3000 pounds of rice, all during
the cordon movement.

Co. D, 5-46 Inf. destroyed eight bunkers, and engineers working with the 5-46 Inf. blew 10 bunkers and more than 200 feet of
tunnel. Various enemy rounds were also captured.

Elsewhere in the 198th area, 10 NVA and two VC were killed by gunships "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed the NVA in
one action and "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed the VC in two in two incidents.

F Trp came to the aid of the 4-6 ARVN Inf. in a large-scale battle that began at 2030 hours Sunday with an unknown-size NVA
force seven miles southwest of Tam Ky. ARVN units killed 30 NVA in fierce ground fighting, and F Trp. added 10 kills from the
air.

"Aero Scout” kills came at 1000 and 1015 hours 11 miles southwest and 8 1/2 miles south of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 1-6 Inf., working eight miles south of Chu Lai, captured 1000 pounds of rice and detained 22 suspects.

Topped by the 3-21 Inf., one of the Americal's most active units this month, the 196th Inf. Bde. totaled 10 VC killed, 1100
pounds of rice taken, and 37 refugees relocated.

Three units of the 3-21 killed six VC to bring the battalion total VC kill to 106 through the first 20 days this month. On only one
day in that period did the 3-21 fail to kill at least one VC, with its high coming Jan. 11 when 14 VC were killed.

The 3-21 recon unit killed four VC in three incidents yesterday. One died at 1115 hours 14 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky and ,
at 1530, the unit registered Kkills in two places---one where the morning action occurred and and [sic] 1 1/2 miles southwest of
Tam
Ky.

In Operation Fayette Canyon, an Americal Long Range Patrol surprised and killed three VC 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky,
and Co. B, 1-46 Inf. killed a VC two miles nearer Tam Ky.

F Trp., 17th Cav. and Co. A, 4-31 Inf. found rice caches of 300 and 800 pounds, respectively, and Cos. B and D, 431 Inf.
moved two groups totaling 37 refugees from an area 27--28 miles west of Tam Ky to Nui Loc Son.

Three Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 20 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial
report.

A WEAPON WITH GRIT MAY ONLY CLICK WHEN A HIT IS NEEDED RIGHT QUICK. KEEP
YOUR WEAPON CLEAN.
MALARIA PLAYS NO FAVORITES - TAKE YOUR MALARIA PILL DAILY.




Vol. 3. No. 22 WEDNESDAY January 22, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT THURSDAY
Forecast for tomorrow:: Mostly cloudy with intermittent rain in the morning and showers in the
afternoon. Winds from the northeast at 5-10 knots. High temperature of 81" with a low of 70'. Moon
will rise at 1059 hours and will set at 2147 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10)--Co. C, 4-3 Inf. killed more VC in slightly over five hours than all Americal units
had killed in eight days as Operation Russell Beach and the VC body count sky-rocketed yesterday.

Co. C killed 17 VC trying to break the joint assault force cordon of the Batangan Peninsula to highlight the
heaviest action in weeks in southern | Corps where Americal forces killed five NVA and captured seven individual
and two crew-served weapons.

At 0850 hours, Co. C, part of an 11th Inf. Bde. unit OPCON to the 198th Inf. Bde. for Russell Beach, engaged
and killed three VC to begin a string of seven incidents behind the cordon line. Co. C killed one VC at 0905 and
another at 0915. All fell 6 1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

At 1005 and 1115, two more VC were killed a halfmile nearer Quang Ngai City. At 1350, the "Old Guard"
troops used 81mm mortar fire to kill six VC and, 10 minutes later killed four more VC with a second 81mm mortar
barrage.

Co. C, led by 1LT Ralph Burkhart (Kansas City, Mo.), upped the Americal's Russell Beach total to 30 VC killed.
Capture of five weapons by Co. D, 546 Inf. brought to 11 the number of individual weapons taken in the
operation.

Over-all Russell Beach totals, including those of Marine, Navy, and ARVN elements, are now 83 VC killed and
24 individual weapons taken.

Co. D, led by CPT Michael R. Smith (New Lebanon, O.), was taken by two Hoi Chanhs to separate weapons
caches and seized two M-2 carbines, two BARSs, and an M-1 rifle.

PSYOP teams also had a prolific day as 1771 refugees streamed out of the cordon area and through the
processing center behind the line. In nine days, 6335 refugees have moved out of the area, and 119 of those
have been identified as members of the VC infra-structure.

In the only other action in the 198th area, "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed two VC in separate incidents
8 1/2 miles south and 12 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

With two units accounting for eight VC apiece, the 11th Inf. Bde. killed five NVA and 24 VC and captured one
individual and both crew-served weapons.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. struck first and last in the area to kill eight VC in three incidents. At
0930, the "Sharks" engaged and killed four VC 8 1/2 miles north of Duc Pho. At 1730, two VC were killed in the
same place and, 10 minutes later two more were caught six miles north of Duc Pha

Co. B, 4-21 Inf. found fresh graves of eight VC, five of whom had been killed by small arms fire and three by
artillery six miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 4-21 Inf. continued its sporadic encounters with an unknown-size NVA force 6 1/2 miles northwest of
Quang Ngai City. Co. B added five more NVA kills in three incidents after killing three NVA in Monday fighting in
the same area.

Between 1445 and 1640 yesterday, Co. B registered an incident and hour, first killing three of an unknown
number of NVA and capturing an AK-47 rifle, and then engaging and kiling one each and taking an RPG
launcher.

A half-mile away, H Trp., 17th Cav., OPCON from the 198th to the 11th killed three VC and captured an RPG
launcher.

An element of the 4-31 Inf. killed four VC in two actions four and 9 1/2 miles west of Quang Ngai City, and the
"Aero Scouts" added their third VC kill 11 miles north of Duc Pho.

The 3-21 INf. reported its third best day in the last 21 by killing 10 more VC to run its January totalto 116 as the
196th Inf. Bde. killed 15 VC, captured one weapon, and welcomed seven VC bearing Chieu Hoi passes.

The 3-21 recon unit killed six VC in two encounters 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky. The "Gimlets" killed on VC
and captured 750 pounds of rice at 1330 and later engaged and killed five VC.

Co. D killed three VC in two incidents 12 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. A killed one 13 miles northwest of
Tam Ky.

Co. A and the recon unit of the 1-46 Inf. killed the remaining VC in two actions. At 0741, Co. A engaged and
killed three 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky and , in a delayed report, the recon element engaged and killed two at
1940 Monday a mile further northwest.

Operating 24 miles west of tam Ky, an Americal Long Range Patrol spotted four NVA and VC moving 156
meters from the concealed LRP position. After detonating a claymore mine, the team recovered the blood
stained AK-47 rifle.

Near the LRP incident, Co. C, 2-1 Inf. found and destroyed 15 camouflaged huts and eight bunkers.

Four miles closer to Tam Ky, Co. A, 4-31 Inf. came upon seven VC waving a white flag and Chieu Hoi passes.
The visitors were accommodated.

Four Americal Division soldiers were killed, and seven were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 23 THURSDAY January 23, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT FRIDAY
Forecast for tomorrow: Fair to partly cloudy. Winds east to southeast. High temperature of 86" with a
low of 68'. Moon will rise at 1135 hours and will set at 2147 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL IO)--The 3-21 Inf., pushing its average daily body count to almost six, yesterday
added 10 more VC kills to an impressive January total as action in southern | Corps turned moderate and
scattered after Tuesday's high incident and enemy casualty rate.

Americal forces reported killing seven NVA and 26 VC, detaining nine VC suspects, finding just under six tons of
rice, and capturing four weapons, one crew-served.

Operation Russell Beach also returned to relatively normal action as Co. C, 4-3 Inf., which killed 17 VC
Tuesday, logged the only two killed yesterday.

Four elements of the 3-21 Inf., led by the recon unit for the second consecutive day, provided the 196th Inf Bde.
with the major portion of its 13 VC kills. Four rice caches totaling 700 pounds were also found.

The 3-21 recon unit, working 13 - 13 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky, killed one VC at 0930 and engaged
and killed four at 1300. One of the four was killed in the first burst of fire while the other three dove into a tunnel.
Ignoring the advice of the recon's Kit Carson, they refused to reappear and were killed in the tunnel.

Co. B spotted six VC moving 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky and directed artillery fire to kill two. A half-mile
away, a 3-21 observation post called artillery on two VC and killed one. Co. C found a VC killed by artillery 9 1/2
miles west of Tam Ky and Co. A, working near the recon unit, killed one of four VC engaged.

A Vietnamese civilian led a platoon of Co. C, 1-46 Inf. to locate the body of a VC killed by small arms fire within
the previous 24 hours and 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

A Short Range Patrol of Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed a VC 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. A found the four
small caches of rice, hidden nearby in packets, 55-gallon drums, and five-gallon pails.

Co. C, 4-31 Inf. killed one of four VC engaged 20 miles west of Tam Ky.

In Operation Russell Beach, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. continued operations behind the cordon of the Batangan Peninsula
and again caught VC trying to flee the besieged area.

At 1255 hours, Co. C engaged five VC five miles northeast of Quang Ngai City and killed two in a firefight.
Meanwhile, forward air controllers of the 198th Inf. Bde. directed air strikes in support of the cordon and observed
two secondary explosions and 12 secondary fires.

In a delayed report, Co. D, 5-46 Inf. rounded up 81 refugees at 1920 Tuesday after the Viethamese had crossed
a river to surrender. They were moved to the operation's Combined Holding and Interrogation Center near Quang
Ngai City.

The CHIC yesterday welcomed 559 more refugees who brought the nine-day total to 6894, including 119
identified as members of he VC infra-structure.

Dr. John Connelly, senior medical advisor in Quang Ngai Province, also reported welcoming a visitor. "We
delivered our first baby at CHIC today!"

Americal units in the operation have killed 32 VC and captured 11 individual weapons, while combined
Americal, Marines, Navy, and ARVN totals are 90 VC killed and 25 weapons captured.

Elsewhere in the 198th area, seven VC were killed and two individual and one crew-served weapons captured.
Five tons of rice were also found.

Co. A, 5-46 Inf. killed three VC and took two AK-47 rifles and an RPG launcher in a VC attack on an observation
post at 0417 hours 5 1/2 miles south of Chu Lai. American losses were described as light.

An element of the 1-52 Inf. killed two of the three VC engaged 9 1/2 miles south of Tam Ky, and Co. C, 1-52 Inf.
killed a VC 8 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky. H Trp. 17th Cav. killed a VC six miles west of Chu Lai.

Working 8 1/2 miles south of Chu Lai, Co. D, 1-6 Inf. discovered five tons of rice and evacuated the cache to the
Russell Beach CHIC.

Cos. A and B, 4-21 Inf. and the NVA continued their encounters 6 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.
Seven NVA were killed in three incidents, while other units killed four VC, detained nine VC suspects, and
destroyed a weapon.

At 1530, Co. B killed an NVA and, 30 minutes later, found the badly-burned bodies of five NVA killed in air
strikes within the previous 24 hours. Cos. A had killed an NVA at 0720.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed one of two VC seen running nine miles north of Duc Pho. The
other, carrying an Ak-47 rifle, scooted into a tunnel which was promptly destroyed.

An element of the 3-1 Inf. twice spotted single VC running in the open and killed both. One was near the Song
Tra Khuc 12 miles west of Quang Ngai City and the other on a trail eight miles southwest of Quang Ngai City.

Five Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 20 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 24 FRIDAY January 24, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SATURDAY

Tomorrow's forecast: Fair to partly cloudy. Winds variable from the southeast at 510 knots. High

temperature of 86' with a low of 68'. Moon will rise at 1211 hours and will set at 0020 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--For the fourth consecutive day, units of the 4-21 Inf. tangled with element
of an unknown-size NVA force 6 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City--and yesterday the
Americans were clear winners.

Action elsewhere in southern | Corps was average as Americal Division forces reported killing seven
NVA and 29 VC, detaining eight VC suspects, and capturing three weapons, one crew-served.

For the first time, significant numbers of military-age males turned up in the steady stream of
refugees leaving the Batangan Peninsula area in the face of Operation Russell Beach.

Co. B, 4-21 Inf. killed five of the seven NVA to run the 4-21's total to 20 in four days. Other units of
the 11th Inf Bde. killed two NVA and seven VC and captured two weapons, one crew-served, while
detaining seven VC suspects.

Co. B, which recorded seven NVA kills Wednesday, added its five by killing two in a firefight and
finding three killed by air strikes within the previous 24 hours. No 4-21 soldiers were killed or
wounded. Those incidents and discovery of a Chicom machinegun and an AK-47 rifle in a small
cache occurred 6 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.

In the same area, Co. B, 3-1 Inf. found another NVA Kkilled by air strikes and B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st
Cav. found an NVA dead in a bunker. Both had died less than a day ago.

Another element of the 3-1 Inf. killed six VC in three actions. Three were killed after attacking the 3-
1 element with heavy automatic weapons fire 11 1/2 miles west of Quang Ngai City. Two were killed
16 miles southwest and one 18 1/2 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City within five minutes in the
afternoon.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed a VC in support of the 1-20 Inf. seven miles north
of Duc Pho. The 1-20 also detained six VC suspects.

Of 8205 civilians at the Combined Holding and Interrogation Center (CHIC), 6776 are males as
more military-age males begin to drift out of the Batangan Peninsula area where two Americal
battalions have joined Marine, Navy, and ARVN units in a cordon operation, Russell Beach.

In addition to the 8205 civilians, the CHIC contains 304 refugees, most of whom are being detained
as enemy suspects. VC suspects number 129 while 124 have been identified as members of the VC
infra-structure.

Yesterday's operation action saw Co. C, 4-31 Inf. catch VC behind the cordon line for the third
straight day and kill two. The incident occurred 5 1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City where Co. C
has killed 21 VC in three days.

Late last night at 2210 and 2330 hours, H Trp., 17th Cav., moving into the Russell Beach area for the first time,
killed four VC in two incidents eight miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

Forward air controllers of the 198th Inf. Bde. directed air strikes inside the cordon area and reported two
secondary explosions and seven secondary fires.

A rear position of Co. C, 4-3 Inf. behind the cordon received eight 82mm mortar rounds at midnight Wednesday,
and U.S. casualties were described as light. A nearby refugee holding center, not the CHIC, received 10 rounds
of 60mm mortar fire and small armsfire. There were no casualties.

No other major incidents wee reported in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

Once again, the 3-21 Inf. spent much of the day harassing VC as three of its units accounted for nine VC killed
to raise the 3-21's January total to 135. Seven VC were killed and a weapon captured elsewhere in the 196th Inf.
Bde. area.

Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed six VC in three encounters 11-12 miles west-north-west of Tam Ky. At 1015 Co. A
engaged four VC and killed three and, at 1400, engaged and killed one. At 1300, a recoilless rifle team on an
observation post killed two VC seen moving near the OP.

Co. D killed two VC in separate incidents at 1030 and 1115 hours 12 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. C killed
a VC nearby at noon.

At 2045 Co. A, 4-31 Inf. engaged four VC, killed one and captured the other in a firefight 24 miles
west of Tam Ky. Two miles nearer Tam Ky, an element of the 4-31 Inf. killed one VC.

Co. C, 1-46 Inf. ran into an unknown-size enemy force 15 miles west of Tam Ky in the morning and
killed three and captured an M-1 carbine.

Co. B, 4-31 Inf. patrolling 28 miles west of Tam Ky, found an abandoned enemy base camp and
destroyed 15 fighting positions.

One Americal Division soldier was killed, and 16 were wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment, according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 25 SATURDAY January 25, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SUNDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Partly cloudy to mostly cloudy. Winds easterly at 5-10 knots. High temperature
of 85" with a low of 68" Moon will rise at 1249 hours and will set at 0111 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Five days of hit-and-run encounters ballooned into a full-scale cordon operation
backed by air strikes and artillery fire as four Americal units surrounded and began to rout more than 100 trapped
NVA yesterday near Quang Ngai City.

Americal Division forces reported killing 16 NVA and 20 VC, detaining nine VC suspects, and capturing 17
weapons, five crew-served, in southern | Corps.

In Operation Russell Beach, Marine and ARVN elements were halved and joined and joined two Americal
battalions on line as the cordon of the Batangan Peninsula narrowed in its steady sweep to the sea.

After the 4-21 Inf. had killed 20 NVA in sporadic action over four days, three more units moved in yesterday to
establish a triangular cordon near a small village 6 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City. Fifteen NVA and one
VC were killed with three weapons captured.

Elsewhere in the 11th Inf. Bde. area, nine VC were killed.

Joining the 4-21 were elements of the 3-1 Inf. and B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., while gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav.
worked overhead with Air Force and Marine jets, which devastated the wellfortified area with 2000-pound bombs.
The area within the cordon covered approximately one mile.

Ground troops moved to sweep the area after air strikes which left gigantic craters, uprooted jungle growth, and
burning huts and debris in their wake. Enemy resistance in the area continued even after the heavy bombing.

Tunnels ranging to 40 feet in depth with six-foot entrance ways and eight-foot thick ceilings were uncovered.
NVA trenches rimming the area were built in zigzag patterns to permit enemy riflemen to fire rapidly from one
direction, the next.

Co. B, 3-1 Inf. found five NVA killed by artillery, killed a sixth in the area, and captured a Chicom machinegun
and an AK-47 rifle. Co. C, 3-1 Inf. killed an NVA.

Co. A, 4-21 Inf. killed two NVA in firefights, found one killed by artillery, and seized a Chicom machinegun. Co.
A also found the lone dead VC, an air strike victim. Co. B, 4-21 Inf. killed an NVA, as did another 4-21 element.

B Trp. killed two NVA in separate incidents, and F Trp. "Blue Ghosts" killed one while working with B Trp.

The five-day fight has produced 35 NVA and nine VC killed and six weapons, four crew-served. Only on
American was wounded yesterday, and five-day casualties were described as light. There were no American
casualties Thursday.

In other 11th action, Co. A, 1-20 Inf. killed three VC in incidents 6 1/2 and 8 1/2 miles north of Duc Pho, and a 1-
20 patrol killed on 13 miles south of Quang Ngai City.

Co. D, 3-1 Inf. killed a VC on a hill 14 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City, and another 3-1 element killed three
VC in two actions three and four miles further southwest. "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed the other VC 2
1/2 miles southwest of Duc Pho.

On battalion apiece of Marine and ARVN troops joined the 4-3 Inf., 5-46 Inf., and H Trp., 17th Cav. in Task
Force Cooksey at noon as Operation Russell Beach continued its strangle hold on one or more VC battalions
being slowly pinched toward the sea on the Batangan Peninsula.

What had been an 11 1/2 mile wide cordon when the operation began 12 days ago has narrowed to less than
five miles in the eastward sweep that has killed 109 VC and processed 8967 refugees, more than 300 of whom
are proven or suspected VC.

Nine VC were killed and one weapon taken in five incidents involving Americal units yesterday. H Trp. killed its
fourth VC within 2 1/2 hours at 0030 nine miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

Co. A, 4-3 Inf. killed three VC in two incidents 5 1/2-6 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City, and Co. D, 4-3 Inf.
killed two in one encounter near the H Trp. action. An element of the 546 Inf. killed the seventh VC and captured
an M-1 carbine.

There were no major incidents reported elsewhere in the 198th area.

Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed two VC and found 13 weapons, three crew-served to top a relatively light day in the 196th
Inf. Bde. area. Other units killed one NVA and a VC.

After the second platoon of Co. C had killed an NVA and captured his AK-47 rifle, the third platoon led by 2LT
Donald R. Hains (San Jose, Calif.), found a weapons cache behind a large rock in the same area 10 1/2 miles
west of Tam Ky.

Captured were six French 7.5mm submachineguns, two Chicom submachineguns, a British Bren .303-cal light
machinegun, a U.S. .30-cal machinegun, a 60mm mortar tube with tripod and two sights, and a BAR. Various
rounds, mines, magazines, and equipment were also located. Everything was heavily greased to protect against
dampness.

Co. C, 2-1 Inf. killed an NVA 24 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and an element of the 4-31 Inf. killed a VC 20 1/2
miles west of Tam Ky. Co. V, 4-31 Inf., working 29 miles west of Tam Ky, found and destroyed one bunker and 40
feet of tunnel.

No Americal Division soldiers were killed, and eight were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 26 SUNDAY January 26, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SUNDAY

Tomorrow's forecast: Mostly cloudy to partly cloudy. Winds southeasterly at 510 knots. High

temperature of 86" with a low of 70'. Moon will rise at 1331 hours and will se tat 0202 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Keeping up northwest of Quang Ngai City and north of Tam Ky, and getting ready
to mop up in Operation Russell Breach--that was the story in southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division forces reported killing four NVA nd 37 VC, detaining eight VC suspects, and capturing three
individual weapons in moderate action.

Elements of the 4-21 Inf. and 3-1 Inf. continued their sweep of the cordoned Buff Triangle area 6 1/2 miles
northwest of Quang Ngai City where more than 100 NVA have been subjected to a heavy land and air
bombardment since Monday.

Two NVA and two VC were killed yesterday to bring the six-day total to 37 NVA and 11 VC killed Co. C, 3-1 Inf.
found and NVA and a VC killed by artillery and killed an NVA who walked into an ambush at 0230 hours. Co. A,
4-21 Inf. killed the other VC.

Near a small village, the triangular cordon enclosed a one-mile area described by observers as "looking" like the
face of the moon" after air strikes and artillery shelling. Laced with tunnels and bunkers, the village area
apparently served as staging quarters for between 100-200 NVA troops.

Cos. A, C and recon of the 4-21 Inf., and Cos. B and C, 3-1 Inf. found and destroyed six tunnels measuring 170
feet in length and destroyed 1850 pounds of rice in four caches yesterday. Another halfton of rice was
evacuated. Co. A also found a K-44 rifle and an unidentified submachinegun in a tunnel.

More NVA bodies are thought to be in the triangle. Tunnels up to 40 feet deep have been dscovered, and
scattered resistance has been met since the air strikes.

Seven VC were killed and eight VC suspects detained elsewhere in the 11th Inf. Bde. area.

Gunships accounted for three kills as "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed two VC in separate incidents
seven miles west and 12 miles south of Quang Ngai City and "Sharks" of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed one 5 1/2
miles north of Duc Pho. As the "Shark" worked overhead, the recon unit of the 1-20 Inf. rounded up six VC
suspects.

Co. D, 1-20 Inf. found fresh graves of three VC killed by artillery within the previous 24 hours 9 1/2 miles
southeast of Duc Pho.

An element of the 3-1 Inf., working 12 1/2 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City, killed a VC trying to hide a
bicycle in a hedgerow. The bike had been rigged to carry rice or mortars.

In the 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. area north of Tam Ky, F Trp., 8th Cav. had its best day in weeks. The "Blue Ghost"
gunships killed 13 VC in seven incidents from 12 1/2 - 15 1/2 miles north. F Trp. killed a 14th VC nine miles west
of Tam Ky.

The largest encounter came at 1335 when F Trp. engaged and killed five VC 12 1/2 miles north where three
more VC were killed later. Four were killed in three actions 14 miles north and one 15 1/2 miles away.

One kill came in the Hardin Falls operation area.

Co. D, 4-3 Inf. killed three VC in as many incidents and captured a weapons as the joint forces cordon of the
Batangan Peninsula neared a final push forward.

The line of Americal, Marine, and ARVN troops has narrowed from 11 1/2 miles at the start of Operation Russell
Beach to just under three miles wide. Once about eight miles from the sea, the cordon is now within 2 1/2 miles
of forcing an estimated one or more VC battalions into fighting or swimming.

As Marines and ARVN elements joined Americal's 4-3 and 5-46 Infs. and H Trp., 17th Cav. on line yesterday,
the cordon plowed ahead through dense minefields, booby traps, and tunnel complexes.

Co. D, 4-3 Inf. killed one VC trying to escape the cordon in a smallboat and later killed two more VC in the same
area nine miles northwest of Quang Ngai City. In a tunnel, Co. D found five VC suspects, two of them female, a
French submachinegun, and three grenades. One young VC surrendered earlier b Co. D as a Chieu Hoi.

An element of the 3-25 Marine Regt. met 420 civilian refugees at the northern end of the cordon and took them
through the line. As of 1600, 9523 refugees had been moved off the peninsula, with 137 of them confirmed VC
infrastructure members and 153 VC suspects.

Americal totals in the 13-day operation are 49 VC killed and 14 individual weapons taken. Over-all totals show
113 VC killed and 29 weapons captured.

Elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, "Aero Scouts" killed two uniformed NVA 14 1/2 miles southwest of Tam
Ky, and Co, A, 1-52 Inf. found a VC killed by fire from C Btry., 1-14 Arty three miles nearer Tam Ky.

The 3-21 Inf.'s January body count rose to 142 as Co. A killed three VC and Cos. B and C one apiece in the
196th Inf. Bde. area. The kills came within 12-14 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

In other 196th action, the 71st Aslt. Hel. Co. engaged and killed three VC 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and
Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed two VC in separate incidents a mile nearer Tam Ky.

Cos. A and B, 4-31 Inf. relocated 26 and 19 refuges, respectively, to Nui Loc Son from areas 24 and 30 miles
west of Tam Ky.

No Americal Division soldiers were killed, and four were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment.
Twelve Marines were killed, and 38 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. All casualty figures
were based on initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 27 MONDAY January 27, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT TUESDAY

Tomorrow's forecast: Fair to partly cloudy. Winds from the southeast at about 10 knots. High

temperature of 88 with a low of 70. Moon will rise at 1415 hours and will set at 0254 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Two units of the 11th Inf. Bde., supported by gunships stayed at the heels of
scattering NVA and VC west-northwest of Quang Ngai City, and cavalry units joined Operation Russell Beach to
highlight Americal Division action yesterday.

Americal forces reported killing nine NVA and 28 VC, finding one VC body, detaining 10 VC suspects, and
capturing four individual weapons and 3450 pounds of rice in southern | Corps.

Day-long sweeps in an area 7-8 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai City from the Buff Triangle south of the
Song Tra Khuc netted three NVA and 10 VC killed and two weapons captured by elements of the 3-1 Inf. and 4-
21 Inf. and "Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co.

Elsewhere in the 11th Inf. Bde. area, other units of the 3-1 Inf. killed six NVA and four VC.

Yesterday's sweep came after six days of fighting an NVA force concentrated in a one-mile area 6 1/2-7 miles
northwest of Quang Ngai City. Americal troops swept that area and from 2-3 miles south to the Song Tra Khuc.

Co. A, 4-21 Inf. killed two NVA and captured their rifles, an M-16 and an AK-47, and Co. B, 3-1 Inf. killed the
other NVA and found 1850 pounds of rice.

Co. A also killed two VC in one incident, while the 4-21 recon unit killed three VC in as many encounters. Cos.
B and C, 4-21 Inf. each killed a VC and another element of the 4-21 also killed one.

Co. C, 3-1 Inf. killed one VC, and the "Sharks" killed the other in the sweep area.

Three units of the 3-1 were involved in all action beyond the sweep. In two incidents, Co. D killed four NVA of
seven engaged and then one VC 14 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City. A haltmile away, the 3-1 recon unit
engaged 10 NVA and killed two with mortar fire.

Another element of the 3-1 killed three VC in two actions 17 1/2 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City.

A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. and H Trp., 17th Cav. joined Americal, Marine, Navy, and ARVN forces early this
morning as Operation Russell Beach continued to press forward and the cordon of the Batangan Peninsula where
one or more VC battalions are reportedly trapped.

Cavalry units made a beach landing to link with Americal's 5-46 Inf. as part of the cordon waited on the western
bank of the Song Chau Me Dong, last natural barrier to a sweep to the sea.

Units of the Americal's 4-3 Inf. killed a VC and captured two weapons in slim action yesterday as the cordon
advanced cautiously through mined and tunnel-laced areas. The 4-3 recon unit killed the VC 9 1/2 miles
northeast of Quang Ngai City, close to two spots where Co. D found an M1 rifle and M-1 carbine.

The carbine was turned up in a tunnel after two Hoi Chanhs told D Co. they had seen a VC intelligence
representative in the area carrying a U.S. carbine. A reinforced D Co. patrol found the carbine and personnel
items in the tunnel but failed to locate the VC.

Near that find, the patrol discovered a large tunnel complex dug into the side of a hill. Tunnel rats reported
searching 400-500 meters and finding cubbyhole sleeping niches carved every five meters. Estimates were that
more than 300 people could sleep there and that the tunnel had been used within the previous 24 hours.

Refugees continued to pour out of the area as 829 more were removed tot he holding center where 10,357
refugees have been processed, with 142 confirmed as VC infra-structure members and 192 classified as VC
suspects. Twenty-four babies have been born in the 14-day existence of the refugee center.

No major incidents were reported elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

Three ground units and "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed 11 VC and found one VC body in
scattered action in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.

Co. B, 2-1 Inf. directed artillery fire to kill three of four VC seen moving 24 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. In a
day-old report, Co. A, 2-1 Inf. found the grave of a VC killed 30-40 days ago by small arms fire a half-mile further
northwest.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed two of three VC engaged during a search and clear operation and discovered 1600
pounds of rice in a tunnel 24 miles west of Tam Ky where Co. C, 4-31 also killed a VC. The 4-21 recon unit killed
a VC 20 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghosts" killed three VC in separate actions, 12, 17 and 17 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. C, 321
killed one VC 10 miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. B, 4-31 Inf. relocated 23 refugees to Nui Loc Son from an area 26 miles west of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghosts" also killed two VC in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area nine and 11 miles north of Tam Ky. The kills
were F Trp.'s 15th and 16th in the 1-1 area in the past two days and upped its two-day total in all areas to 19 VC
killed.

One Americal Division soldier was killed, and 22 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. Seven
Marines were killed, and two were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. All casualty figures were
based on initial reports.




Vol. 3. No. 28 SUNDAY January 28, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT WEDNESDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Fog in the morning in valleys and low areas. Fair to partly cloudy. Winds from
the southeast at 5-15 knots. High temperature 90' with a low of 70'. Moon rise at 1503 hours, set at
0347 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--It's a case of "any day now" in Operation Russell Beach and a case of "every day
now" to the west-northwest of Quang Ngai City.

Preparations for a final surge forward continued yesterday on the Batangan Peninsula while, some 12 miles
west, units of the 11th Inf. Bde. pounded scattered VC elements in the 11th's biggest day in weeks.

Americal Division forces reported killing 64 VC, detaining 15 VC suspects, and capturing slightly over a ton of
rice in southern | Corps. For the first time in 14 days, no NVA were encountered.

Three companies of the 5-46 Inf. crossed the Song Chau Me Dong to join A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. and H
Trp., 17th Cav. on the east bank in preparation for today's Russell Beach probe of approximately 1 1/2 miles
between cordon and sea.

When the entire cordon moves across the river, Cos, B, C, and D, 546 Inf. will line up with Co. D, 4-3 Inf. and
two Marine companies to lead the way. Other 5-46 and 4-3 Inf. units remain behind the narrowing line to conduct
sweeps with Marine and ARVN elements. Navy ships still stand off shore.

In four brief skirmishes yesterday, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. killed three VC behind the cordon 5 1/2 miles northeast of
Quang Ngai City, and Co. B, 546 Inf. found a VC killed by small arms fire in the cordon area four miles further
northeast. Cos. C also found a 600-pound rice cache.

Marine units discovered the intricate tunnel complexes in the immediate cordon area. Co. M, 3-26 Regt.
searched a 25 by 30-foot complex consisting of 10 tunnels leading to a large center area recently occupied, and
Co. L, 3-26 entered a 500-foot tunnel complete with brick and concrete reinforcements and branch tunnels.

PSYOP missions encouraged 334 more refugees to leave the peninsula area and brought to 10,691 the number
who have fled since Russell Beach began 115 days ago. More than 350 refugees are confirmed VC, and 121 VC
have been killed in the operation.

Elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, Co. C, 1-52 Inf. engaged three VC and killed two 8 1/2 miles southwest of
Tam Ky, and Co. D, 1-6 Inf. found 1000 pounds of rice six miles south of Chu Lai.

Three ground units and air elements killed 40 VC in 15 clashes in the 11th Inf. Bde. area where heavy action
was centered for the eighth consecutive day from 5-8 1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai City. Fifteen VC
suspects were detained.

In one of the largest single-unit encounters in the last month, the recon unit of the 4-21 Inf. battled 13 VC in an
extended firefight that left 11 VC dead and two wounded but able to avoid capture 8 1/2 miles northwest of Quang
Ngai City. the dead carried VC ponchos and wore new clothing. No Americans were killed or injured in the
encounter.

Three miles below that action, Co. A, 4-21 Inf. killed three VC in two incidents and detained three VC suspects.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co., working with Co. A, 1-20 Inf., killed seven VC in two actions eight
miles north and 15 1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho. "Sharks" engaged eight VC and killed four in one incident and
engaged and killed three for Co. A, which killed one VC and then found the buried bodies o five killed by artillery
fire.

Co. D, 1-20 Inf. killed two VC in separate incidents 12-12 1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho, and Co. C, 3-1 Inf.
killed a VC six miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.

Another element of the 3-1 Inf. killed nine VC in four encounters from 12-13 miles west-southwest of Quang
Ngai City, and an element of the 4-21 Inf. found a VC killed by air strikes six miles northwest of Quang Ngai City.

Three units found small rice caches totaling 550 pounds in the area of heaviest action west-northwest of Quang
Ngai City.

Nine VC were killed in as many incidents in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where Co. A, 321 Inf. accounted for three
VC as did 1-46 Inf. units.

Co. A killed VC 12 1/2 - 14 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. The 1-46 recon unit killed two VC, one with artillery
fire in a battle with an unknown-size enemy force 19 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. C, 1-46 Inf. killed a
VC 15 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Co. C, 2-1 Inf., working with Popular Force troops, engaged two VC and
killed one 21 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky and, about a mile away, Co. D, 2-1 Inf. called in artillery to Kill
one of four VC seen moving nearby.

The other VC kill went to Co. D, 4-31 Inf. 24 miles west of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. joined C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. in a three-hour fight with VC elements 16
miles north-northwest of Tam ky. The two troops killed nine VC in the only action in the 1-1 area.

In eight incidents between 1510 and 1815 hours, F Trp. killed seven VC and C Trp. two. The kills brought F
Trp.'s three-day total to 26 VC killed.

Three Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 22 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. No
Marines were killed, and tow were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. All casualty figures were
based on initial reports.

MALARIA PLAYS NO FAVORITES ***REMEMBER TO TAKE YOUR MALARIA PILL DAILY.



Vol. 3. No. 29 WEDNESDAY January 29, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT THURSDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Partly to mostly cloudy in the morning, becoming partly cloudy in the afternoon.
Winds will be from the southeast at 5-10 knots. High temperature 90 with a low of 74. Moon will rise
at 1554 and set at 0440.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--VC elements on the Batangan Peninsula are gradually being denied use
of the clever, intricate, and well-used complex of bunkers and tunnels lacing the peninsula area.

Major contact with enemy troops failed to materialize again yesterday in Operation Russell Beach as
Americal and Marine units poked through 21 tunnels and the familiar maze of booby traps.

Including the one VC body found in the operation, Americal Division forces throughout southern |
Corps reported killing one NVA and 27 VC, finding the bodies of an NVA and a VC, and capturing six
individual weapons in light action.

Co. C, 5-46 Inf. found the two week-old body of a VC killed by small arms fire nine miles northeast
of Quang Ngai City, and Marine
Co. L, 3-26 Regt. captured two SKS rifles and an M-2 carbine while searching a tunnel on the cordon
line 11 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

Co. L had previously searched a tunnel with no results, although many of the 21 tunnels searched
showed evidence they had been occupied recently.

Co. D, 5-46 Inf. found 17 tunnels in three incidents, including discovery of one complex with 13
tunnels of various size. Co. D also found a 10 by 20 foot room under the false floor of a hootch.
Everything was destroyed.

Co. B, 5-46 Inf. found and destroyed 10 bunkers, and Co. C, 546 Inf. found a dud 250-pound bomb.

Elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, Co. C, 1-52 Inf. found the body of a VC killed by air strikes
eight miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area was again centered to the west-northwest of Quang Ngai City where
two units discovered on NVA body and killed eight VC. Other 11th elements killed on NVA and eight
VC and captured an AK-47 rifle.

The recon unit of the 4-21 Inf. returned to the scene of Monday's heavy fighting near a small village
eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai City and located the graves of five VC killed in that fight. The
recon unit, which received sniper fire in the area, had killed 11 VC in one firefight there Monday.

A mile further northwest, Co. A, 4-21 Inf. killed a VC and, 5 1/2 miles north-northwest of Quang Ngai
City, Co. B, 4-21 Inf. found the week-old body of an NVA killed by artillery fire.

Six miles northwest of Quang Ngai City, Co. B, 3-1 Inf. found two VC killed by small arms and
artillery fire and destroyed 800 pounds of rice, two tunnels, and three bunkers in five incidents.

Southwest of Quang Ngai City, elements of the 4-31 Inf. killed and NVA and five VC. Co. D
engaged three NVA, killed one, and took his AK-47 rifle, 12 1/2 miles southwest where another 4-31
element earlier found three VC killed by artillery fire. That element then killed two VC five miles further
southwest.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co., continuing a string of successful missions in the past
week, engaged and killed three VC five miles north of Duc Pho while supporting Co. A, 1-20 Inf. in
day-long operations.

Co. A killed five VC in as many encounters, and Co. C added one as the 321 Inf. accounted for
most of the 196th Inf. Bde.'s nine VC killed. Two weapons were captured.

Co. A's kills came between 1140 and 1345 hours from 14-15 1/2 miles north northwest of Tam Ky.
The final action in which Co. A engaged eight VC, netted and AK-47 rifle. Co. C's kill came 11 miles
west of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 4-31 Inf. engaged and killed two VC at 2220 hours 24 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky in rugged
jungle area. Nearby another 4-31 element captured an SKS rifle.

The other VC kill went to an element of the 1-46 Inf. 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

In the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area, "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. recorded their 27th VC kill in four
days in a brief encounter seven miles north of Tam Ky.

One Americal Division soldier was wounded and evacuated for medical treatment according to an
initial report. No Marines were reported killed or injured.




Vol. 3. No. 30 THURSDAY January 30, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT THURSDAY
Tomorrow's forecast: Partly to mostly cloudy in the morning, with occasional showers in the afternoon.
Winds will be variable at 5-10 knots till noon, then becoming northeasterly at 5-15 knots. High
temperature of 87" with a low of 74.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Tunnels, mines, and booby traps to the front and signs of VC to both front and
rear that's the situation today as Operation Russell Beach enters its 18th day on the Batangan Peninsula.

Americal and Marine units reported 14 VC killed and 13 weapons captured, five of them crew-served, yesterday
in addition to 10 incidents in which tunnels, bunkers, mines, booby traps, supplies and ammo were found.

Including Russell Beach, Americal forces throughout southern | Corps reported killing one NVA and 45 VC,
finding three VC bodies, and capturing 22 weapons, five crew-served.

All VC kills and weapons captures in Russell Beach came in eight incidents involving four Americal units and a
Marine company.

At 0005 hours, an estimated VC squad struck an Americal night position two miles behind the main cordon line
on the peninsula. Co. C, 4-3 Inf.; H Trp., 17th Cav.; and Co. B, 26th Engr. Bn. received RPG, 82mm mortar, and
automatic weapons fire and a ground probe.

Return fire killed six Vc and led to capture of two AK-47 rifles and an AK-50. No Americans were killed.

In separate incidents nearby, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. killed two VC and captured two .30-cal machineguns and a 60mm
mortar tube after digging up a grave. In a nearby rice paddy dike, Co. C found 200 M-60 rounds, 400 .30 cal
rounds, and a 25 pound shaped charge.

Marine Co. K, 3-26 Regt. found the bodies of five VC killed by air strikes in two graves 11 miles northeast of
Quang Ngai City near the cordon line. Co. K later killed a VC in a tunnel.

Other weapons caches were found well behind the cordon 7 1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City by HQ Co.,
4-3 Inf., and H Trp. HQ turned up five M-1 carbines, and H Trp. found a rocket launcher and a BAR.

Among other items found were six beer cans fashioned into concussion grenades packed with explosives and
tipped with blasting caps, two tunnels so new that tools use to dig them were found nearby, two 20mm casings
with .50 cal rounds attached to form booby traps, and a collection of pots and pans.

No other major incidents were reported in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

Units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed an NVA and 11 VC, captured 14 individual weapons, and broke up a late-night
VC party.

In a delayed report of Tuesday action, Co. A, 4-31 Inf. investigated noise near its night position and discovered
30-40 VC partying. Co. A scattered the group, killing one VC detaining 22 more, and confiscating 15 gallons of
liquor and 900 pounds of rice in the action 24 miles west of Tam Ky.

A half-mile further west, Co. C, 4-31 Inf. engaged and killed three VC yesterday and captured an AK-47 rifle and
an SKSrifle. Co. A killed another VC near the scene of the party.

Co. B, 2-1 Inf. killed an NVA, destroyed five bunkers, and captured K-54 Chicom pistol 22 1/2 miles west-
northwest of Tam Ky and later engaged four NVA and took a K-44 rifle. Nearby, Co. A, 2-1 Inf. found a small
cache containing three K-044 and two SKSrifles. Co. C killed a VC 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

In two incidents, Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC and found a 12-gauge shotgun, two French MAT rifles, and two K-
44 rifles 10 miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. B, 3-21 Inf. engaged and killed three VC 9 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. A killed a VC 14 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

The recon unit of the 4-21 Inf. spent a third successful day above Quang Ngai City and recorded five more VC
slain as units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed 11 VC and found three VC bodies.

Led by 1LT Robert McEldowney (Hilo, Hawaii), the 4-21 recon unit killed a VC 10 miles northwest of Quang
Ngai City and then engaged and killed four VC a halfmile away. Recon has accounted for 21 VC dead in three
days.

Operating in the area where prolonged fighting occurred last week, Co. A, 4-21 Inf. found three more VC, all
killed 5-7 days ago five miles north-northwest of Quang Ngai City.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed a VC 12 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City. There and six
miles further southwest, an element of the 3-1 Inf. killed five VC in two actions.

Two troops of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. joined F Trp., 8th Cav. to kill nine VC in five incidents in the 1-1 area.

B Trp. killed three VC in two incidents nine miles north of Tam Ky, and C Trp. called in artillery to kill three of four
VC seen 17 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp. killed a VC eight miles north of Tam Ky and another a mile from C Trp.'s encounter.

One Americal Division soldier was killed, and 14 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. Four
Marines were killed, and three were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. All casualty figures were
based on initial reports.




Vol. 3. No. 31 FRIDAY January 31, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SATURDAY
Mostly cloudy in the morning, with possibility of rain in the afternoon. Winds will be from the northeast
at 5-10 knots. High temperature will be 82" with a low of 70'. Moon rise will be at 1742 hours and set
at 0618 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Excellent coordination between ground and air elements helped the 11th
Inf. Bde. to the lead among Americal units as action picked up yesterday in southern | Corps.

Americal forces reported killing five NVA and 51 VC, finding one VC, detaining eight VC suspects,
and capturing seven weapon, one crew-served.

In Operation Russell Beach, two VC were killed, one VC body found, and one weapon captured as
Americal and Marine units pressed through more mines, booby traps, and tunnels in their cordon of
the Batangan Peninsula.

Of 37 kills in the 11th Inf. Bde. area, 25 were by air elements as five NVA and 32 VC were killed and
three weapons captured one crew-served.

In the day's largest encounter, the command and control helicopter of the 3-1 Inf. engaged an
unknown-size enemy force 11 miles west-southwest of Quang Ngai City at 1115 hours and killed five
NVA and seven VC.

At 1000 and 1010, the C&C killed two more VC 12 1/2 miles westsouthwest of Quang Ngai City.

"Sharks" to the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. engaged and killed eight VC eight miles west-northwest of
Quang Ngai City. "Sharks" have killed 19 VC in the past four days and 38 in the past two week.

The other gunship kill went to "Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. 13 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

The recon unit of the 4-21 Inf. upped its four-day body count to 25 VC by killing four more in three
incidents nine miles northwest of Quang Ngai City. One carried black cloth and 25 feet of det cord.
Nearby, Co. A, 4-21 Inf. found a VC killed by artillery and killed by artillery and killed by artillery and
killed a VC in a firefight.

The recon unit of the 1-20 Inf. called in artillery fire to kill two VC running into a hut six miles west of
Duc Pho, and Co. B, 1-20 Inf. killed two VC in two incidents foru miles nearer Duc Pho.

Co. C, 3-1 Inf. killed two VC seven miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai City after finding a weapons
cache nearby earlier, Included were a 60mm mortar tube, a 16-guage shotgun, and a rifle of
undetermined origin. All were heavily rusted.

Action tapered off in Operation Russell Beach where Co. A, 546 Inf. found the four-day-old body of
a VC killed by air strikes; HQ Co., 4-3 Inf. killed a VC; and Marine Co. M, 3-26 Regt. killed two of the
three VC engaged. All were killed behind the main cordon line.

Elements of the main line moved forward approximately 500 meters and again encountered
numerous mines and booby traps. Co. M also found and destroyed a tunnel complex and took
documents from another tunnel.

Co. A, 5-46 Inf. was being led by a Hoi Chanh to a tunnel complex when the Hoi Chanh stepped on
a mine or booby trap, killing himself. No Americans were killed.

Elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, Co., C, 1-52 Inf. engaged three NVA, killed two, and captured
a K-50 rifle 11 miles southwest of Tam Ky. The 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed two VC after receiving
automatic weapons fire 11 miles
north of Quang Ngai City.

Four companies killed six VC and captured three weapons in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.

Co. C, 4-31 Inf. came under fire and returned it to kill three VC and capture AK-47 and K-50 rifles 24
1/2 miles west of Tam Ky; and Cos. A and C, 3-21 Inf. killed three VC in two incidents 13 1/2 miles
west of Tam Ky; Co. D. 3-21 Inf. took an SKS rifle 14 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav maintained the strong showing by gunships as they brought their
six-day total of VC killed to 40 by killing eight in seven incidents north and west of Tam Ky.

Three kills came 9 1/2 miles north of Tam Ky in two actions, and the rest were from 10-17 miles to
the north and west.

Fifteen Americal Division soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, as were two
Marines. All casualty figures were based on initial reports.




Vol. 3. No. 33 SUNDAY February 2, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT MONDAY
Mostly cloudy to cloudy with showers throughout the day. Winds will be variable at 510 knots. High
temperature will be variable at 5-10 knots. High temperature will be 81' with a low of 67'. Moon rise
will be at 1928 hours and will set at 0744 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Operation Russell Beach's most successful day yet and capture of more
weapons than on any day since mid-December made news yesterday in southern | Corps.

Americal and Marine units combined to kill 25 VC and capture seven weapons as action heated up
on the Batangan Peninsula, while Co. C, 3-1 Inf. found a large weapons cache for the second
consecutive day northwest of Quang Ngai City.

Throughout southern | Corps, Americal Division forces reported killing one NVA and 49 VC, finding
two VC bodies, and capturing 40 weapons, three crew-served.

Two Americal units and three Marine companies provided the action in Operation Russell Beach as
Marine Cos. K and M, 3-26 Regt. reached the northern edge of the peninsula while other elements
continued the mop up to the rear.

At 0215 hours, Co. I, 3-26 Regt. saw armed groups of 50 and five VC trying to evade the cordon 11
miles northeast of Quang Ngai City. A mortar and small arms attack killed 11 VC. At 0930, Co. |
engaged six VC moving into a nearby treeline and killed three.

Co. M, 3-26 Regt. killed two VC and found a booby-trapped M-72 LAW rocket in separate incidents
on line, and Co. L searched a nearby tunnel to find a K-44 rifle and four VC killed by small arms fire
and then turned up another LAW, an M-1 rifle, and an M-1 carbine in the vicinity of the tunnel.

Two miles behind the cordon, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. voided a grenade tossed out of a tunnel, then kiled two
VC evading the tunnel. Inside, Co. C found 25 VC suspects, including 18 military-age males and
seven females, and a K-44 rifle. Co. C later killed a VC nearby.

In a delayed report of Friday action, H Trp., 17th Cav. found two VC killed by smal arms fire and
took an M-1 rifle 6 1/2 miles east-northeast of Quang Ngai City.

Another delayed reported credited Co. L, 3-26 Regt. with evacuating 39 Vietnamese found in a
tunnel near the line Friday.

Elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, Co. A, 1-6 Inf. killed an NVA and a VC and captured two
weapons nine miles west of Chu Lai.

At 0850, Co. A engaged an unknown size NVA force, killed one, and took an AK-47 automatic and
small arms fire and returned it to kill a VC and capture and M-1 carbine.

After finding 27 weapons under bushes Friday, Co. C, 3-1 Inf. discovered 32 more yesterday along a
hedgerow eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai City. Other units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed eight VC
and found two VC bodies.

Co. C, led by CPT William J. Straub (Mt. Kisco, N.Y.), found three crew-served weapons-a French
machinegun, a U.S. .30-cal machinegun, and a BAR, Individual weapons included nine M-1 carbines,
seven Thompson submachineguns, six M-1 rifles, four SKS rifles, and three .45-cal grease guns.

Also found were 555 SKS rounds, 63 Chicom grenades, a 250 pound shaped charge, and three
mines made of five gallon cans two-thirds full of TNT.

In a cave, Co. B, 3-1 Inf. found the bodies of two VC killed by small arms fire two days ago seven
miles northwest of Quang Ngai City, while a UH-1 helicopter, working with the 3-1, killed five VC in
four incidents 10-12 1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai City.

Co. A, 1-20 Inf. killed two VC with small arms fire and called in the 6-11 Arty. to kill a third in two
incidents 11 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Two battalions accounted for 12 of 15 VC killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where two units of the 3-
21 Inf. killed seven VC and two of the 4-31 Inf. killed five.

Co. B, 3-21 Inf. killed six VC in four actions 11-11 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. C
added the seventh 12 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. Co. A, 4-31 Inf. killed four VC in three encounters 21
1/2 miles west of Tam Ky, while Co. D used artillery support to kill one VC 24 mies est of Tam Ky.

At 0740, Co. B, 1-46 Inf. killed two of three VC engaged 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and F Trp.,
17th Cav. first killed a VC, then found and destroyed a tunnel and 200 pounds of rice 1 1/2 miles
further northwest.

Three Americal Division soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, and 11
Marines were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment. All casualty figures were based on
initial reports.




Vol. 3. No. 37 Thursday February 6, 1967 [sic] (1969) MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT FRIDAY
Tomorrow's forecast calls for mostly cloudy skys with chance of light rain. Winds will be from the
northwest at 5-10 knots. High temperature will be about 72 with a low of about 63. Moon rise will be
at 2252 hours and will set at 1012 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Four days into its fourth month, Operation Vernon Lake Il is paying dividends slightly higher
than those totaled yesterday by four 11th Inf. Bde. units which killed 11 VC and captured five weapons without a casualty.

Action throughout southern | Corps warmed up in proportion to plummeting temperatures as Americal Division forces reported
killing four NVA and 43 VC, detaining 13 VC suspects, capturing six individual weapons, and finding three tons of rice.

In Operation Russell Beach, the entire Americal-Marine cordon completed its sweep to the tip of the Batangan Peninsula and
began the task of securing rear areas and establishing a forward base of operations.

Including action in Vernon Lake II, units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed four NVA and 33 VC, captured five weapons, and found and
destroyed three tons of rice. Eight of 11 encounters with enemy forces took place 8 1/2 - 12 miles west-northwest and west-
southwest of Quang Ngai City.

In Vernon Lake Il, Cos. A, D, and the recon unit of the 3-1 Inf. each killed two VC in three incidents and captured five weapons
within five minutes in three different areas.

At 1145 hours Co. D killed two VC 12 miles west-southwest of Quang Ngai. At the same time 14 1/2 miles southwest of Quang
Ngai, recon killed two VC and, at 1150, Co. A killed two 13 miles southwest. At 1420, Co. D found two M2 carbines and three
homemade weapons near the scene of its kills.

A UH-1 helicopter, working with the 3-1 Inf., brought the Vernon Lake Il totals to 11 VC killed by finding the bodies of five VC
killed by artillery within the previous 12 hours 11 miles west-southwest of Quang Ngai.

Since Vernon Lake Il began Nov. 2, Americal forces have killed 111 NVA and 183 VC, found 34 NVA and 37 VC bodies,
detained 96 VC suspects, and captured 139 weapons, five crew-served. Fewer than 25 Americans have been killed during the
operation.

Moving into a marshy area near the Song Tra Khuc 11 miles westnorthwest of Quang Ngai at 1300, the recon unit of the 4-21
Inf. was quickly embroiled in three incidents.

Recon first found the bodies of five VC killed within the previous hour by "Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co., then
almost immediately engaged an unknown -size enemy force and killed seven VC. Twenty minutes later recon engaged and
killed four more VC there.

At 1130 in the same area, the 3-1 Inf. UH-1 had engaged five NVA and killed two. The same helicopter also killed two NVA a
mile away.

At 1040, Btry. D, 1-82 Arty. moved into action after a call from an aerial observer of a Forward Air Control element in Quang
Ngai. He spotted nine VC herding water buffalo 8 1/2 miles westnorthwest of Quang Ngai and directed artillery fire to kill five VC
and two water buffalo.

Co. C, 3-1 Inf.,, operating outside Vernon Lake II, killed a VC five miles northwest of Quang Ngai after finding and destroying
6000 pounds of rice nearby earlier.

Americal and Marine units closed their cordon of the Batangan Peninsula with has been probed by as many as 8800 men since
Jan. 13 when Operation Russell Beach opened. Units on the central and southern coasts reached the sea yesterday to join two
Marine companies which hit the northern coast five days ago.

Work began on a fire base in the coastal area, while many units maintained the rear area sweep which continues to produce
scattered encounters with VC, tunnels, caves, mines, and booby traps.

Co. C, 4-3 Inf., working far to the rear 9 1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, recorded yesterday's only kill. The "Old Guard"
troops watched a VC who in turn was watching cavalry movements in the area. When the VC discovered he had been spotted,
he ran into a tunnel where he was killed after refusing to reappear.

Marine Co. M, 3-26 Regt. captured eight VC suspects easily--all eight walked into the company command post with hands
raised high over their heads.

The 24-day cordon sweep produced 11,585 refugees processed and 201 VC killed by Americal, Marine, and ARVN troops. In
addition, 256 members of the VC infra-structure were captured. Also detained were 152 VC suspects, 102 prisoners of war, and
32 Hoi Chanhs.

Elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, a UH-1 helicopter working with the 1-52 Inf., killed six VC in three incidents 10-11 1/2
miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Action was scarce in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where Co. B, 321 Inf. killed one VC leaving a hut and captured an M-2 carbine
10 miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 2-1 Inf. relocated 33 refugees to An Hoa from an area 26 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co, C, 4-31 Inf. moved
eight refugees to Nui Loc Son from 25 miles west of Tam Ky.

Two VC were killed in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area, including one in Operation Hardin Falls, "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp, 8th Cav.
killed a VC 15 1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. B, 1-46 Inf., OPCON to the 1-1 in Hardin Falls, killed a VC 8 1/2
miles northwest of Tam Ky.

For the fifth day in the past week, no Americal Division soldiers were killed. Sixteenwere wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment, according to an initial report. There were no Marine casualties.
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Vol. 3. No. 39 SATURDAY February 8, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT SUNDAY
Tomorrow's forecast calls for cloudy to mostly cloudy skys. Winds will be variable at 5-15 knots. High
temperature of 75' with a low of 65'. The moon will rise at at [sic] 2340 hours and will set at 1132
hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10)--A day of firefights for Co. A, 3-21 Inf. and a day of discoveries for F Trp., 17th
Cav. gave the 196th Inf. Bde. the best overall showing among Americal Division units yesterday.

Throughout southern | Corps, Americal forces reported killing 57 VC, detaining 10 VC suspects, capturing five
individual weapons, finding 9 1/2 tons of rice, and relocating 260 refugees as action increased sharply.

Co. A, 3-21 Inf,, led by CPT Thomas ?uffing (Pittsburgh, Pa.), killed 14 VC in six incidents, and F Trp., 17th
Cav. found 19,000 pounds of rice in two caches, three sugar cane factories, and an abandoned VC marketplace.
Other 196th elements killed four VC and captured three weapons.

Between 0930 and 1345 hours, Co. A engaged VC elements six times from 12 1/2 - 13 miles west-northwest of
Tam Ky. eight VC were killed in three actions in the same place.

Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC 16 miles west of Tam Ky, and the 3-21 recon unit killed a VC 12 1/2 miles west-
south-west of Tam Ky.

Co. B, 2-1 Inf. fired on its perimeter after two trip flares were ignited at 2019 Thursday night. A daylight check
revealed one VC killed 24 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

An Americal Long Range Patrol, operating 24 1/2 miles westsouthwest of Tam Ky, killed a VC fleeing an
attempt to capture him.

In a hole covered by weeds, Co. B, ?-46 Inf. found three BARs three B-40 rockets, and a bangalore torpedo.

Cos. B and C, 2-1 Inf. moved the major refugee groups- 89 and 148 people, respectively--to An Hoa from an
area 24 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. Recon and Co. C, 4-31 Inf. moved 23 more refugees in three groups to
Nui Loc Son from 21-23 miles west of Tam Ky.

F Trp. discoveries were made in a small area 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky. At1900 Thursday, F Trp. found
150 abandoned huts containing nine tons of polished rice and, yesterday, F Trp. turned up nine 100-pound bags
of dried potatoes in one hut and nearby found 1000 pounds of sandbagged rice in graves.

F Trp. also found three abandoned sugar cane factories, each 30 by 40 feet with grinding wheels and vats and
4500 pounds of brown sugar. One factory was in operating condition and had been used recently. Six small bags
of vegetables and eight bags of dried fish were also taken.

Arranged on both sides of a trail were 15 huts forming a marketplace nearby. A sign on one hut urged
Vietnamese people to rebel against American and South Vietnamese and "rally" to the VC cause. The structures
were destroyed and the signs extracted.

Delayed accounts of sharpshooting by two artillery units brought the 11th Inf. Bde. count to 28 VC killed on one
of the area's quietest days in weeks.

Btry. A, 3-18 Arty. and Btry. C, 6-11 Arty. killed 18 VC at 1830 Wednesday after an 11th Bde. observaton post
spotted 60-70 uniformed and arms VC walking in five to 10-man groups 11 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai.

When the same OP spotted 12 VC, again uniformed and armed, in the same area at 1800 Thursday, Btry. C
fired to kill eight VVC.

In Operation Vernon Lake Il, Co. D, 3-1 Inf. engaged eight VC, killed one, and captured an M-16 rifle and an
unknown-type rifle at noon 11 miles west southwest of Quang Ngai.

Co. D, 1-20 Inf. recorded the other VC kill 12 1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 5-46 Inf. was the most active unit in Operation Russell Beach with Marine troops no longer under
operational control of Task Force Cooksey on the Batangan Peninsula.

In a delayed report, Co. B ambushed and killed a VC at 2010 Thursday. Co. B yesterday detained seven VC
suspects in two tunnels and a military aged male carrying rice along the coast. The incidents occurred 11 miles
northeast of Quang Ngai.

Five VC were killed elsewhere in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

A UH-1 helicopter, working with the 1-52 Inf., killed two of three VC engaged near a river 15 miles southwest of
Tam Ky and Co. C. 1-52 killed a VC after working itself out of an ambush three miles nearer Tam Ky.

Another UH-1, working with the 5-46 Inf., killed a VC 9 1/2 miles southeast of Chu Lai, and Co. D, 1-6 Inf. killed
a VC six miles south of Chu Lai.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed five VC in as many encounters in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area.

Two kills occurred 14 1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. The others took place nine miles west-northwest and
seven and 10 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

One Americal Division soldier was killed, and two were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.




Vol. 3. No. 40 SUNDAY February 9, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT MONDAY

Tomorrow's forecast calls for fair to partly cloudy skies. Winds will be variable at 3-8 knots. High

temperature of 80" with a low of about 66'. Moon rise will be at 0045 hours and will set at 1219 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. have been disrupting NVA staging areas west
northwest of Quang Ngai City for the past month, and yesterday was no exception.

Moving in on the heels of three very damaging air strikes in a small area 117 miles west-northwest of Quang
Ngai, Cos. A and B, 4-21 Inf. began a sweep that netted three NVA killed and huge stores of enemy supplies and
ammo including 11 weapons, one crew-served.

Throughout southern | Corps on a relatively calm day, Americal Division forces reported killing 10 NVA and 11
VC, finding one VC body, detaining 14 VC suspects, capturing 12 weapons, one crew-served, and relocating 117
refugees.

In addition to the 4-21 Inf.'s activities, two other 11th Inf. Bde. elements accounted for four VC killed and one
weapon captured.

Cos. A and B, 4-21 Inf., whose sweep continued today, were involved in six incidents between 1105 and 1400
hours yesterday in the NVA base camp area. In the past three weeks, heavy fighting with enemy forces has
occurred from 5-11 1/2 miles west and northwest of Quang Ngai.

At 1105, Co. B. found the shattered base camp which had consisted of seven huts, each 8 by 10 feet, and the
body of an NVA killed in the strikes. Included there in the supply and ammo cache were seven AK-47 rifles and
an RPG-7.

Other items taken included: a flare pistol, 40 RPG-2 rounds, 68 RPG-7 rounds, 49 60mm rounds, 2200 AK-47
rounds, 228 Chicom grenades, seven bangalore torpedoes, and miscellaneous equipment.

Co. B later found a second NVA killed by the air strikes and engaged and killed an NVA in a firefight. In
separate actions Co A. found three rifles--an M-16, AK-47, and K-44 when, at 1400, both units found additional
caches.

Co. B. located two more huts and collected 26 RPG-7 rounds, 44 RPG charges, 53 Chicom grenades, 20
pounds of TNT, 18 pounds of C-4, seven rifle grenades, eight bangalore torpedoes, and 11 60mm rounds. Co. A
also captured a PRC-10 radio, 250 AK-47 rounds, and a transmitter with switchboard.

In Operation Vernon Lake Il, Co. D, 3-1 Inf. engaged eight VC and killed two 11 miles westsouthwest of Quang
Ngai. Co. C, 3-1 Inf. captured a K-44 rifle from an NVA who escaped a mile north of Duc Pho.

Also in the Duc Pho region, Co. D, 1-20 Inf. killed a VC 15 miles to the southeast, and Co. B, 1-20 Inf. killed a
VC 15 miles to the southeast, and Co. B, 1-20 Inf. killed a VC 5 1/2 miles to the northwest.

Three Americal units and a Marine company killed six NVA and three VC and captured an M-16 rifle in the 198th
Inf. Bde. area and Operation Russell Beach.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. engaged six NVA, killed four, and captured the rifle 8 1/2 miles south
southwest of Tam Ky. In the same area, the gunships also destroyed nine structures in two actions.

A UH-1 helicopter, working with the 1-52 Inf., twice engaged groups of three VC and each time killed one 89
miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Btry, A, 3-18 Arty. fired on a group of 25-30 NVA 24 1/2 miles southwest of Chu Lai and killed two.

In Russell Beach, Marine Co. M, 3-26 Regt. found the body of a VC killed by artillery within the previous 24
hours 10 1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

Three units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed an NVA and two VC, captured a wegpon, and relocated 117 refugees.

Co. B, 3-21 Inf. killed the NVA and captured an M1933 Soviet pistol 11 1/1 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. A, 3-
21 Inf. killed one of six VC engaged 11 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

The recon unit of the 4-31 Inf. killed a VC 21 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

Five companies moved the 117 refugees in seven groups to an Hoa and Nui Loc Son from areas between 17
and 26 miles west and northwest of Tam Ky.

B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. found a VC and killed one, and FTrp., 8th Cav. killed a VC in the 1-1 area.

At 1100, B Trp. found the body of a VC killed one or two days ago by artillery 15 1/2 miles north-northwest of
Tam Ky and, and 1300 killed a VC in the same place. F Trp. killed a VC 11 1/2 miles north of TamKy.

One Americal Division soldier was killed, and four were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
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Volume 2 No. 42 Americal Daily New Sheet TUESDAY February 11, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT: Tomorrowés forecast <calls for fair t par
southerlyat5-15 knot s. Hi gh temperature wild/l be about 86086 with
hours and will set at 1411 hours.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)8 F Trp., 17th Cav. and Co. B, 2-1 Inf. working separately, yesterday killed two
NVA and three VC without suffering a casualty in Operation Fayette Canyon.

A good ratio ? asgood ascanbe,andi t 6s i ndicative of whatds been happening

designed to root out enemy troops in a mountainous jungle area some 25 miles west and northwest of Tam Ky.

Throughout southern | Corps yesterday, Americal Division forces reported killing seven NVA and 30 VC,
detaining 70 VC suspects and capturing 12 weapons, one crew served.

Including the Fayette Canyon success, 196th units killed two NVA and 14 VC and captured an SKS rifle.

F Trp., 17th Cav. killed three VC in two incidents 24 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co B killed two NVA in
separate actions 25 and 25 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

Those kills brought to 173 NVA and 78 VC killed and 65 NVA and five VC bodies found the totals for the 57 days
since Operation Fayette Canyon began Dec. 15. In that time, only two Americal soldiers have been killed, placing
the over-all ratio at slightly better than 160 to 1.

Fayette Canyon has also produced 34 enemy suspects, four NVA prisoners of war, three Hoi Chanhs, and &
weapons, 14 of them crew-served.

Elsewhere in the 196th area, Co. A, 3-21 Inf. chased three VC who escaped into a spider hold [sic] 12 1/2 miles
west-northwest of Tam Ky. When they refused to emerge, the three VC were killed along with a fourth VC ateady
in the hole with an SK that was seized. The 3-21 recon unit killed three VC at the same distance but west-
southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 4-31., working with Popular Force troops, killed two VC in separate incidents 24 miles west of Tam Ky
and then helped 13 refugees more from the area to Nui Loc Son. Co. A, 4-31 Inf. relocated 44 refugees to Nui
Lac Son from an area 13 miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. A, 1-46 killed a VC 16 miles west of Tam Ky and found 1500 pounds of rice beneath the floor of a nearby
hut. A mile nearer Tam Ky, the 1-46 recon unit killed a VC.

Working with the 1-46 Inf., an element of F Trp., 17th Cav. found 2100 pounds of rice in two caches in a hole
camouflaged with brush 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Co. D, 4-31 Inf. found 500 pounds of rice 20 miles wets of
Tam Ky.

Air Force CPT Jack Stitzel (Phoenix, Ariz.), a Forward

totals a boost by finding seven VC killed in air strikes 9 1/2 and 11 1/2 miles north-northwest of Duc Pho.

CPT Stitzel, who also discovered a VC body Sunday, located five VC at 0835 hours and two more at 0926
yesterday as the 11th killed four NVA and 14 VC, detained 23 VC suspects, and captured six weapons.

Units of the 4-21 Inf., poking through another air strike area, killed two NVA and three VC and captured a rifle-
per-man 15, 16, and 17 1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai.

In two incidents, Co. A killed two NVA and a VC and captured an AK-47 and two SKS rifles. In two more
encounters, Co. C also killed two NVA and a VC and took two AK-47s and a K-44. Co A found two motor bikes
nearby and destroyed 500 pounds of salt.

In Operation Vernon Lake I, Co. D, 3-1 Inf. engaged an unknown-size enemy force and killed two VC 12 miles
west-southwest of Quang Ngai. On the outskirts of the Duc Pho compound, Co. C, 31 Inf. killed a VC.

Other VC kills went to Co. D, 4-31 Inf. which killed one and detained 13 VC suspects 8 1/2 miles west-northwest
of Quang Ngai, and t o & AfitIel.LCo. HOL/2gniles writhingthwest of bub . 1 7 4

Busy 198th Inf. Bde. units killed only one VC but detained 46 VC suspects and captured five weapons, one crew
served.

In the Batangan Peninsula area 11 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, Co. B, 546 Inf. found the weapons in two
places. At 1240, Co. B pulled a K-44, an M-1 rifle and to unidentified U.S. carbines from a tunnel and, in mid-
afternoon, found a 57mm recoilless rifle in a hole.

Nearby 10 minutes earlier, Co B. and elements of the 3-5 ARVN inf. discovered a 200-foot tunnel harboring 37

VC suspects. That brought to 41 Co. Bés total of VC
In the Oregon area, Co. C, 1-52 Inf. engaged five VC and killed on 8 1/2 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky. The

other five VC suspects were detained in other parts of the Oregon area.
iBl ue Ghostso of F Trp., 8t h-m@uewspan X1i2miegviest af famXytd and

Al

r

suspect

a

account for all the action in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area. Neither kil occurred in Hardin Falls,the 1-1 6 s cur r ent

combat operation north-northwest of Tam Ky.
No Americal Division soldiers were killed, and two were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according
to an initial report.
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Vol. 3 No.43 WEDNESDAY February 12, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT THURSDAY
Tomorrow's forecast calls for fair to partly cloudy skies. Winds will be south-southeasterly at 3-10
knots, gusting to 18 knots in the afternoon. High temperature will be about 86° with a low of about 67°.
Moon will rise at 0357 and set at 1516.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (Americal 10)---Gunships, working with an independent of ground troops, counted
for more than two-thirds of enemy kills in southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division forces reported killing three NVA and 23 VC, detaining 32 VC suspects,
and capturing seven individual weapons in light and scattered action.

Most active among the gunships were "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav., "Aero Scout" Co. B
of the 123d. Avn Bn., and "Sharks" of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. Two units were active in more than one
operational area.

"Blue Ghosts" killed six of eight VC recorded in the 196th Inf. Bde. area, and all six kills
came in Operation Fayette Canyon. One weapon was captured.

At 1313 hours, F Trp. engaged and killed two VC 26 miles northwest of Tam Ky. At 1327,
another VC was killed a mile further northwest and, at 1336 in the same place, F Trp. killed three
more VC.

At 0912, a 196th Forward Air Control pilot directed ground fire to destroy a 75 meter trench
and draw a secondary explosion 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky. In two incidents in the same area,
the F.C. pilot also directed destruction of two bunkers and drew four secondary explosions.

Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed a VC 15-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed
the other VC 15 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. Co. A, 4-31 Inf. found an SKS rifle in a hut and
detained the hut's occupant 25 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky.

In the 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. area, "Blue Ghosts" killed four VC in as many encounters and
joined C Trp., 1-1 to provide the over-all totals of two NVA and six VC killed and two weapons
captured.

F Trp. killed two VC in a 25 minute span 5-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky and captured a K-50
rifle and a BAR in one action. The other kills came five miles west and eight miles north of Tam
Ky.

C Trp. killed two NVA and two VC in separate incidents. The VC were killed at 1150 and
the NVA at 1630 when C Trp. also captured 13 B-40 rockets, 50 60mm rounds, and 10 pounds of
nitro starch. Both incidents occurred five miles west of Tam Ky.

Gunships of the "Aero Scout" company and a UH-1 working with the 1-52 Inf. killed all six
VC in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, while a ground unit found three weapons.

"Aero Scouts" killed four VC at 1400 13 miles southwest of Tam Ky and a fifth VC a half
hour later after receiving small arms fire from a hut 14-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky. The UH-1
killed a VC seven miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Also in the Oregon area, Co. C, 1-52 Inf. took charge of a Viethamese male who walked
into the company base camp with his mother and said he wanted to Chieu Hoi.

At 1330 in the Batangan Peninsula area 11-1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City, Co B,
5-46 Inf. detained 19 VC suspects and found two M-2 carbines and a K-44 rifle in a hole nearby.

An "Aero Scout" and a "Shark" killed three VC, and Co. D, 3-1 Inf. added an NVA and a
weapon in light action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area.

At 0920, the "Aero Scout”, piloted by CW2 Allan Danforth, killed one VC 3-1/2 miles north
of Duc Pho and, at 1145, an "Aero Scout" found an destroyed 14 sampans 12 miles west of Quang
Ngai.

The "Shark", piloted by WO1 Warren Smith (St. Louis, Mo.) and 1Lt. Steve Kennedy
(Dallas, Tex.), killed two VC 9-1/2 miles north-northwest of Duc Pho.

In Operation Vernon Lake I, Co. D killed an NVA and took his M-1 carbine 12-1/2 miles
west-southwest of Quang Ngai.

One Americal Division soldier was killed, and 15 were wounded and evacuated for
medical treatment, according to an initial report.



Vol. 3 No.44 THURSDAY February 13, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT FRIDAY
Tomorrow's forecast calls for fair to partly cloudy skies. Winds will be from the south-southeast at
5-15 knots. High temperature will be about 85 with a low of about 65. Moon will rise at 0357 hours
and will set at 1623 hours.
Americal Division News

CHU LAI (Americal 10)---In surprisingly light action, Americal Division forces reported
killing nine VC, detaining seven VC suspects, and capturing an individual weapon in southern |
Corps yesterday.

Not since Christmas Day have fewer enemy kills been reported in the Americal area, and
the total of nine has been equaled only twice since, most recently on Jan. 13.

Four elements of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed four VC and captured an M-72 LAW rocket in
four incidents in the Duc Pho area.

Co. A, 1-20 Inf. engaged and killed two VC 12-1/2 miles north-northwest of Duc Pho and,
at the same time nearby, E. Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed one VC.

A mile north of Duc Pho, Co. B. 1-20 Inf. killed a VC while, a half-mile closer to Duc Pho,
Co. C, 3-1 Inf. discovered the LAW rocket.

The recon unit of the 4-3 Inf., OPCON to the 198th Inf. Bde., engaged four VC and killed
three 8-1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City in the lone contact with enemy troops in the 198th
area.

A half-mile further northwest, Co. B, 4-3 Inf. discovered five 60mm rounds, four 81mm
rounds, two M-79 rounds, a mine, and two beer cans filled with explosives. All the ammo was
blown in place.

The 1-15 ARVN Inf., working with the 1-52 Inf. seven miles south-southwest of Tam Ky,
found an ammo cache in a tunnel. Captured were four B-41 rockets, nine B-40 rockets, 72 M-26
grenades, four 60mm rounds and 2000 AK-47 rounds.

Near the ARVN find, choppers of the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. destroyed five structures.

Two VC were killed, and an NVA base camp and hospital complex was found in the 196th Inf.
Bde. area.

At 0800 hours, Co. B, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC 11-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky and, at 1615, F.
Trp., 17th Cav. killed one of two VC engaged 12-1/2 miles s???est-northwest of Tam Ky.

The NVA complex was turned up by Co. A, 4-31 Inf. on patrol 25 miles west-southwest of
Tam Ky. In the area was a mess hall featuring 10 tables, an NVA banner, and a picture of Ho Chi
Minh. In large cooking pots in the kitchen were 500 pounds of rice.

In addition to assorted medical supplies, the hospital included 15 beds and an area for
making crutches and artificial limbs. There were also three huts with sleeping positions.

No Americal Division soldiers were killed or wounded.



Vol. 3 No. 47 SUNDAY February 16, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT MONDAY
Tomorrow's forecast calls for fair to partly cloudy skies. Winds will be east-southerly at 5-15 knots.
High temperature will be about 85°with a low of about 68°. Moon rise will be at 0733 and will set
at 1930.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--"Shark" and "Aero Scout" gunship pilots provided strong air support,
and the 6-11 Arty. joined elements of three battalions on the ground to help the 11th Inf. Bde. total
18 VC kills in 10 scattered incidents yesterday.

Throughout southern | Corps, Americal Division forces reported killing 33 VC, detaining nine VC
suspects, and capturing one individual weapon.

"Sharks" of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. and Co. C, 4-21 Inf. combined to kill 10 VVC in four incidents
11 miles east and east-southeast of Quang Ngai between 1530 and 1630 hours.

At 1530, a "Shark", piloted by WO1 Robert Thomas (Birmingham, Ala.), killed a VC and, 20
minutes later, WO1 William Cooper (Alexandria, Va.) maneuvered his "Shark" to kill three VC.

At 1610, Co. C killed a VC, and 20 minutes later, killed five VC. The last three incidents occurred
in the same place.

Firing from his "Aero Scout" gunship, CW2 Allan Danforth (Birmingham, Ala.), killed one VC,
destroyed two huts and one bunker, and detained four VC suspects in the area.

In Operation Vernon Lake I, Cos. B and C, 3-1 Inf. each killed a VC 15-15-1/2 miles southwest
of Quang Ngai.

Cos. B and C, 1-20 Inf. also killed a VC apiece six miles east and 4-1/2 miles west-northwest,
respectively, of Duc Pho. Co. B, 4-21 Inf. adjusted fire from Btry. A, 6-11 Arty. to kill one of two VC
spotted 9-1/2 miles west-southwest of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 3-21 Inf. killed five VC in three incidents to top 196th Inf. Bde. units which totaled nine VC
killed in six encounters.

At 1130, the first and second platoons of Co. B each killed two VC 11-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.
Co. B added a fifth VC kill at 1910 a half-mile nearer Tam Ky.

The recon unit of the 4-31 Inf. killed two VC 21 miles west of Tam Ky, and "Blue Ghosts" of F
Trp., 8th Cav. engaged two VC and killed one 23-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. F Trp., 17th Cav. also
engaged two VC and killed on 9-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed six VC and captured one weapon, while a Forward Air Control
pilot and another "Aero Scout" pilot used air strikes and the gunship to raise havoc with enemy
fortifications.

An Americal Long Range Patrol engaged seven VC, killed three and captured a Springfield
model 03 rifle in a brief skirmish 11 miles southwest of Chu Lai.

Near the Batangan Peninsula, Co. B and recon, 4-3 Inf. killed three VC in two incidents six miles
northeast of Quang Ngai.

Air Force CPT Jack L. Dickens (Madison, W. Va.) directed 12 air strikes throughout the 198th
area to destroy 13 structures and damage one, and cause seven secondary fires and a secondary
explosion.

"Aero Scout" pilot 1LT Thomas O'Hara (Boston, Mass.) destroyed 26 huts some eight miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

In the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area, B Trp., 1-1 found and destroyed a tunnel complex, two new
bunkers, and trench lines in areas 4-1/2 and six miles west of Tam Ky.

The South Vietnamese Government yesterday announced a 24-hour allied standdown starting at
1800 hours today. Enemy forces had previously declared a seven-day truce beginning yesterday
in observance of the TET holidays.

One Americal Division soldier was killed, and seven were wounded and evacuated for medial
treatment, according to an initial report.

In the past week, 12 VC and 189 NVA were killed in the Americal area. Fewer than 10 Americal
Division soldiers were killed.
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Tomorrow's forecast calls for fair and hazy skies. Winds will be from the southeast at 5-15 knots in
the afternoon. High temperature will be about 87° with a low of about 72°. Moon rise will be at
0920 hours and will set at 2209 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Americal Division forces engaged and killed enemy troops in 13
incidents yesterday in light action following the 24-hour allied standdown which has slowed action
to a minimum throughout southern | Corps Monday.

Twenty VC were killed and four VC bodies found in the 13 clashes, and tow individual weapons
were captured in separate actions. Americal units also detained 11 VC suspects and found and
destroyed 7650 pounds of and grain.

One unit of the 11th Inf. Bde. and supporting gunships killed six VC, found four VC bodies,
detained a VC suspect, and found a small mortar cache.

In Operation Vernon Lake Il, a UH-1 helicopter, working with the 3-1 Inf., directed 6-11 Arty. fire
to kill one VC and later found the bodies of four VC killed by artillery more than a day ago. Both
incidents occurred 17 miles south-west of Quang Ngai.

Also in Vernon Lake I, Co. D, 3-1 Inf. found and evacuated 48 82mm mortar rounds 14 miles
southwest of Quang Ngai.

The recon unit of the 4-21 Inf. found in graves the badly-burned bodies of four VC killed in air
strikes within the previous 24 hours 13-1/2 miles north-northwest of Duc Pho.

At 0835 hours, a "Shark” gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co., piloted by WO1 Robert E. Thomas
(Birmingham, Ala.), killed a VC a half-mile from the scene of the recon discovery.

Co. C, 3-21 Inf., working 13 miles northwest of Tam Ky, killed five VC in two incidents, an three
other elements of the 196th Inf. Bde. added two more VC killed and a weapon taken.

A UH-1 helicopter, working with the 4-31 Inf., killed a VC near Highway 534 26 miles west of
Tam Ky, and Co. B, 4-31 Inf. observed eight VC with packs 23 miles northwest of Tam Ky. The
packs, filled with rice, were recovered along with an M-2 carbine.

Co. A, 4-31 Inf. called artillery to sink a sampan carrying two VC suspects 26 miles west of Tam
Ky.
Xt 0950, "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed a VC 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky and, between 1645 and
1710, destroyed 12 sampans 25-26-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

At 0910, Co. A, 26th Engr. Bn. found and destroyed a booby-trapped bamboo archway built over Highway
535 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Several NVA propaganda leaflets were evacuated from the area.

Cos. A and B, 4-3 Inf. killed six VC and detained 10 VC suspects, while other units working in the 198th Inf.
Bde. area captured a weapon and destroyed a tunnel and 7650 pounds of rice and grain.

Co. B, 4-3 Inf. killed five VC in three encounters five and 9-1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, and Co. A
killed one VC six miles northeast of Quang Ngai. In four incidents, Co. A rounded up 10 VC suspects and 26
women between ages 50-70 who had no ID cards and apparently had been forced to accompany the VC
suspects.

Tr?e infantry platoon of "Aero Scout" Co. B of the 123d Avn. Bn. found a 12-gauge shotgun 10 miles west-
southwest of Chu Lai where the platoon encountered booby-trapped trails in a well fortified old base camp
area. The camp was destroyed as was assorted small arms ammo and a new squad-size camp found 100
meters away.

Co. A, 5-46 Inf. found the tunnel and grain and rice in different incidents 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

Air Force CPT David B. Griswold (Williamsport, Pa.), a 198th Forward Air Control Pilot, directed four of nine
air strikes in the 198th area to destroy 23 structures and damage five, and cause two secondary explosions
and two secondary fires.

Other air strikes destroyed an additional eight structures and one bunker, and caused three more secondary
fires.

F. Trp., 8th Cav. killed its second VC of the day in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area 11 miles northwest of Tam
Ky.

ySix Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 23 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.

AVOID IMMERSION FOOT!

1. Massage your feet.; 2. Change socks often.; 3. Sometimes wear boots without socks.

4. Lace boots from third hole at bottom.; 5. Expose your feet to the sun as much as possible.
6. Wear shower shoes in base camp.
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Tomorrow's forecast calls for clear to partly cloudy skies. Winds will be from the southwest at 5-15 knots.
High temperature will be about 92° with a low of about 72°. Moon rise will be at 1006 hours and will set at
2301 hours.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Discovery of a large enemy concentration west-southwest of Tam Ky and a
rapid Americal reaction in that trouble spot highlighted increased action in southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division forces reported killing 12 NVA and 21 VC, detaining five VC suspects, and capturing 11
weapons, one crew-served.

Eleven NVA and four VC were killed, and eight weapons were captured, including one crew-served, in the
198th Inf. Bde. area.

Action in the Tam Ky area began in the early morning with a visual recon mission by "Aero Scout" gunships
of the 123d Avn. Bn and discovery of 10 dead NVA and sixweapons by Co. D, 1-52 Inf.

At 0930, Co. D found five NVA killed by small arms fire and five killed in air strikes within the previous 24
hours seven miles west-southwest of Tam Ky. Around with the bodies were four AK-47 rifles, an SKS rifle,
and an RPD light machinegun.

Fifteen minutes later, an "Aero Scout" OH-6A chopper, piloted by 1LT Andrew Wise (Columbus, Ga.), flew
into heavy automatic weapons fire in the same area and was downed in a valley along small foothills
bordered by two high mountains. One man aboard was wounded, and the crew was lifted to safety by
another "Aero Scout" chopper.

Prior to receiving fire, the downed chopper had spotted two unmanned .50-cal. and 10 automatic weapons
firing positions with green uniforms lying nearby.

At 1000, the 22-man "Aero Scout" ground platoon, led by 1LT Robert Blake (Delamon, Wis.), was inserted
to secure the downed chopper which had taken numerous hits. Almost immediately, an unknown-size enemy
force attacked with small arms and automatic weapons fire.

In the exchange, one NVA was killed. The "Aero Scout" platoon was extracted shortly afterward.

Troopers of the 1-52 Inf. moved in to secure the chopper while C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. rushed in to
support continuing operations against the enemy force. At 1630, C Trp. killed two VC in the area. Four other
firefights also broke out.

Meanwhile, 1LT Thomas O'Hara (Boston, Mass.) replaced Lt Wise and provided visual recon for the 1-52
Inf. troops throughout the afternoon. Lt O'Hara was forced to leave the area about 1800 when he ran into
more heavy ground fire, including .50-cal.

An attempt to recover the downed chopper was expected today. Troops remained on the scene throughout
the night and were joined periodically by an Air Force "Spooky" gunship when sporadic firing erupted in the
area.

Elsewhere in the 198th area, a gunship of the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed a VC 9-1/2 miles northeast of
Quang Ngai, and Co. A, 4-3 Inf. killed a VC a mile nearer Quang Ngai. Co. A, 1-52 Inf. found an RPG
launcher 9-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Three units of the 3-1 Inf. and an Americal Long Range Patrol teamed to kill six VC and capture two
weapons in Operation Vernon Lake II, while Co. C, 1-20 Inf. added two more VC kills
elsewhere in the 11th Inf. Bde area. Four VC suspects were detained.

A UH-1 helicopter, working with the 3-1 Inf., found the bodies of two VC killed within the previous 24 hours
by Btry. D, 6-11 Arty. 14-1/2 miles southwest of Quang Ngai. Ten minutes later, Co. A, 3-1 Inf. engaged six
VC and killed two 16-1/2 miles southwest of Quang Ngai.

At 1440, the LRP team saw eight VC with weapons and packs moving near a stream 13 miles west
southwest of Quang Ngai and called in the 6-11 Arty. to kill two.

At 1500, Co. A discovered a small enemy base camp a half-mile from the scene of its earlier firefight. In the
seven-hut area, Co. A found several holes and tunnels and captured a K-44 rifle and a French MAS-36
carbine.

Co. C, 1-20 Inf., operating three miles east-southeast of Duc Pho, found a booby-trapped 105mm round and
detained a female VC suspect nearby. Later, Co. C killed two VC in the area.

In eight incidents units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA and nine VC and captured one weapon.

Co. A, 2-1 Inf. killed three VC and took the weapon in three actions 19 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. In
a delayed report, Co. A killed two at 2031 hours Tuesday. At 0655 yesterday, Co. A killed a VC and, at 1125,
found an SKS rifle buried in dirt and grass.

Co. D, 2-1 Inf. killed a VC 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. B, 1-46 Inf. killed two of five VC engaged
15-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

A UH-1 helicopter, working with the 4-31 Inf., killed two VC hiding in a hole 24-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky
and, a mile nearer Tam Ky, Co. B, 4-31 Inf. engaged two NVA and killed one.

Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC 15-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

One Americal Division soldier was killed, and 15 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.
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Why did SGT Dimball carry eight passengers in a jeep? We'll never know-he ran off the road and
rolled over twice. ****Stop signs are for your protection. Obey them.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)----Striking with small arms fire, recoilless rifle, mortar, and rocket fire, enemy
forces directed 37 attacks against 30 allied positions in southern | Corps between 0117 and 0700 hours this
morning.

NVA and VC elements, sometimes working together, made ground probes at six sites, three of which were
manned by Regular Force units and one of which is an ARVN OP.

The Chu Lai Defense Command area was hit at 0152, 0230, and 0700 hours by 82mm mortar and 122mm
rocket rounds. The first barrage included 18-20 82mm mortars, the second three 122mm rockets, and the
third brought at least 12 rocket rounds approximately 40 minutes after daybreak.

Other Americal Division positions attacked by the enemy included the following LZs: Bronco (four attacks),
Bayonet (two), Gator, Cork, Dottie, Liz, Buff, Hawk Hill, Baldy, Hill 69, Professional, and Hill 38. Among other
sites hit were Binh Son, Tam Ky, Song Tinh, and the An Tan bridge area.

First reports showed at least 19 enemy soldiers killed, and at least 16 individual weapons captured. Fifteen
kills and all the weapons were recorded by A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. which subdued a large enemy force
slightly west of Tam Ky at 0740.

Fewer than 10 Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 51 were wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment, according to initial reports. A preliminary assessment of Americal positions under attack indicated
that damage was light.

Action before 2400 hours in southern | Corps was moderate and divided almost evenly throughout the
Americal's three brigade area. Twenty-six contacts with enemy units were made.

Americal forces reported killing six NVA and 29 VC, detained 26 VC suspects, capturing seven individual
weapons, and evacuating 4350 pounds of rice.

Four elements of the 4-31 Inf. and two of the 2-1 Inf. killed five NVA and five VC and captured four weapons
in the 196th Inf. Bde. area. A sixth NVA was also killed.

Co. D, 2-1 Inf. and its companion Popular Force team were involved in the area's largest single encounter
at 0822 hours when an unknown-size enemy force sprang an ambush 20-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

After receiving 15-20 rounds of automatic weapons fire, Co. D and the PF's returned fire to kill two NVA and
a VC. A later sweep of the rugged area turned up two SKS rifles and two M-16 rifles.

In three actions, Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed an NVA and a VC and Co. B, 4-31 Inf. killed two NVA 26 miles west
of Tam Ky. Co. A engaged three VC with mortar fire and killed one a mile closer to Tam Ky while a UH-1
helicopter with the 4-31 killed a VC 18 miles west of Tam Ky.

A 2-1 Inf. observation post spotted seven VC nearby and directed artillery fire to kill one 19 miles northwest
of Tam Ky.

The remaining NVA was killed by Co. A, 1-46 Inf. 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

F. Trp., 17th Cav., working an area 14-1/2-15-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky, found and evacuated 4350
pounds of rice in five caches ranging from 600 to 1700 pounds apiece.

Companies of the 4-3 Inf. and C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. totaled nine VC killed and two weapons captured
in nine incidents in the 198th Inf. Bde. area. The 4-3 and C Trp. are OPCON to the 198th.

Co. D, 4-3 Inf. killed four VC in three incidents and utilized a Short Range Recon Patrol which killed a fifth
VC. Four kills occurred in an area 7-1/2-8 miles northwest of Quang Ngai, and the fifth three miles further
northwest.

Co. B, 4-3 Inf. killed a VC 11-1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai, and the 4-3 recon unit found an AK-
47 rifle a half-mile away. In separate incidents, Co. B detained 13 of 26 VC suspects halted in the 198th area
and also destroyed a tunnel. Co. C also blew a tunnel after removing six VC suspects.

C Trp. killed three VC in two encounters seven miles west-southwest of Tam Ky and then found an SKS rifle
in the same general area. Working with C Trp., Co. A, 1-52 Inf. killed two VC and, 45 minutes later, found 10
pounds of C-4 in a tunnel and blew both together.

Co. A, 3-1 Inf. added seven VC Kkills to the impressive total in Operation Vernon Lake Il as 11th Inf. Bde.
units killed 10 VC, detained three VC suspects, and captured one weapon.

Co. A, operating 17-18 miles southwest of Quang Ngai, engaged VC elements four times between 1400
and 17445 and killed seven. Since Vernon Lake Il began Nov. 2, 118 NVA and 226 VC have been killed, and
34 NVA and 38 VC bodies found. Of 145 weapons captured, five were crewserved.

Cos. B and C, 1-20 Inf. each killed a VC 5-1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai and seven miles
southeast of Duc Pho, respectively. A "Shark" gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co., working with Co. C, killed a
VC.

The 1-20 recon unit found an AK-47 rifle 6-1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cauv. killed three VC in as many incidents in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area
between 1642 and 1735. The actions occurred 6-1/2 miles and eight miles west of Tam Ky and 10 miles
west-northwest of Tam Ky.

Prior to 2400, one Americal Division soldier was killed, and 12 were wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment, according to an initial report.
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In Company M there's a breech, From the drowning of Private O'Teeth.

Although he couldn't swim, His air mattress held him, Till it swamped half-a-mile from the beach.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Four units of the 3-1 Inf. and two of the 3-21 Inf. led the way as
Americal Division troops engaged the enemy 17 times and withstood several assaults on Americal
positions in southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal units reported killing three NVA and 27 VC, and capturing two individual and one crew-
served weapons as both the rate and volume of action dropped considerably after Sunday's hectic
events.

Enemy probes against four LZs were reported between 2400 hours Sunday and 0500 this
morning. At 1815 yesterday, one sector of the Chu Lai Defense Command received three 122mm
rockets which caused no casualties or damage.

Nine VC were killed by 3-1 Inf. troops in Operation Vernon Lake Il, and another 3-1 unit killed
two VC near Duc Pho as 11th Inf. Bde. forces killed one NVA and 14 VC.

A UH-1 helicopter, working with the 3-1, called mortar fire from Co. E, 3-1 Inf. to kill four VC 12
miles southwest of Quang Ngai, and the 3-1 recon unit killed two VC a mile beyond.

Operating 17-1/2-18 miles southwest of Quang Ngai, Co. A killed three VC in two incidents. Co.
B killed two VC in separate encounters barely southeast of Duc Pho.

Air Force CPT Jack Stitzel (Phoenix, Ariz.), an 11th Bde. Forward Air Control pilot, directed air
strikes seven miles west-northwest of Duc Pho to kill three VC and destroy three camouflaged
huts.

A mortar platoon of Co. C, 1-20 Inf. killed an NVA 6-1/2 miles south of Duc Pho, and Co. C
detained three VC suspects without ID cards two miles nearer Duc Pho.

Cos. A and B, 3-21 Inf. accounted for nine of 10 VC killed and captured a weapon in the 196th
area where 2900 pounds of rice were also found.

In delayed reports of Sunday action, Co. A killed two VC at 1830 and found an AK-47 rifle 15
minutes later 8-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. In two incidents yesterday, Co. A directed artillery fire
on groups of eight and five VC to kill five and one, respectively, eight miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. B killed a VC 13 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky, and a UH-1 helicopter, working with the 4-
31 Inf,, killed a VC 24-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 1-46 Inf. found and evacuated 2900 pounds of rice buried in camouflaged crocks 18 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

Comparative quiet descended on the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area after a frenzied Sunday morning
which saw 84 enemy soldiers killed in six incidents. Two NVA and a VC were killed yesterday, and
one crew-served weapon was destroyed.

At 1650, B Trp., 1-1 engaged an unknown-size enemy force and killed two NVA three miles
southeast of Tam Ky. Another B Trp. element found and destroyed five bunkers 3-1/2 miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. flew into .50-cal fire 2-1/2 miles south of Tam Ky and
eliminated the problem by killing a VC and destroyed the machinegun.

Two VC were killed and an AK-47 rifle taken in the 198th Inf. Bde. area as "Brave and Bold"
troops intensified patrolling near Chu Lai and below Tam Ky where several enemy rockets and
mortar attacks were launched in the past two mornings.

In three incidents, two LZs reported receiving enemy fire and one attempted ground probe
yesterday.

Co. A, 1-52 Inf. rooted out one trouble spot by finding and destroying a tunnel complex in one LZ
area 11-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

H Trp., 17th Cav. killed a VC and captured the rifle 11 miles southeast of Chu Lai, and Co. C, 1-6
Inf. ambushed and killed a VC 5-1/2 miles west of Chu Lai.

A UH-1 helicopter of the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. crashed and burned after receiving heavy .50-cal
fire three miles south of Tam Ky. Four Americans were killed in the crash.

Seven Americal Division soldiers were killed, one was listed as missing in hostile action, and 33
were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial report.
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--NVA and VC elements in the Tam Ky area are finding out thatlarge enemy
gatherings within striking distance of the city are not very popular with the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav.

For the second time in three days, troops of the 1st tangled with, then mangled an estimated battalion-size
enemy force harassing the Tam Ky area. Yesterday's six-hour clash killed 167 NVA and one VC after
Sunday's 55-minute battle left seven NVA and 77 VC dead.

On a busy day throughout southern | Corps, Americal Division forces reported killing 171 NVA and 42 VC,
and capturing 18 weapons, four crew-served.

Action began for the 1-1 at 1220 hours when the third platoon of B Trp., led by 1LT Larry D. Smith, ran into
intense RPG and automatic weapons fire from a wooded hill near the Tam Ky River where the platoon was on
a search and clear mission three miles south of Tam Ky.

After immediately returning fire, the platoon lined up and assaulted the NVA force in well-fortified trenches
and underground bunkers. "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. worked overhead in the densely-
wooded, swampy area.

When one platoon attack was thrown back, the second platoon joined its troopmates, and elements of C
Trp. began arriving in the area. All units poured heavy fire on the NVA position, and B Trp. killed the VC at
1540.

At 1600, both B Trp. platoons and the first C Trp. reinforcements grouped and stormed the hill again. Within
15 minutes, close contact was established, and heavy fighting raged until nightfall about 1900 when the Cav.
troops moved into a night defensive position around the hill.

At 1740, B Trp. engaged and killed 10 NVA in the lone incident isolated from the general melee that
sputtered between 1300 and 1600 and picked up from 1600 to 1900.

In six hours of fighting, C Trp., led by CPT Kenneth Lamison Jr. (El Paso, Tex.), killed 143 NVA, B Trp. nine,
and a Headquarters Trp. element five. Two Americans were killed, and 11 were wounded and evacuated for
medical treatment.

Collected during the afternoon were four AK-47 rifles, a .45-cal pistol, a .50-cal machinegun, a 7.62mm
Chicom machinegun, an RPG-7, and RPG-2.

In the 1-1's Operation Hardin Falls, A Trp. killed five VC and captured three K-44 rifles in a firefight with 10-
12 VC 14 -1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

Two "Aero Scout: gunships of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed 12 VC in support of an ARVN element 1-1/2 miles
southwest of Quang Ngai to top action in the 198th Inf. Bde. area where four other incidents produced one
NVA and seven VC killed and three weapons taken.

Co. B, 1-52 Inf., led by CPT Jerry W. Lindsay (Enox, Ohio), engaged and killed five VC and captured two
AK-47 rifles seven miles southwest of Tam Ky, and Co. A, 1-52 Inf. killed an NVA and a VC in separate
incidents five miles further southwest.

Co. C, 4-3 Inf. killed a VC and took a 9mm pistol five miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

At 1450 eight miles southwest of Chu Lai, Co. B, 1-6 Inf. found a large rocket launch site with five well-
camouflaged huts, all 15 by 20 feet, and 12 well-built bunkers. None of the site was visible from the air.

In the area were a rocket storage area 200 by 300 meters, a sizable room, rocket aiming stakes, and in the
bunkers were empty rocket crates. Fifteen fresh graves were found.

An "Aero Scout" recon flight turned up 12 rocket blast holes, well-used trails, two camouflaged huts, five
fresh graves, and an apparent enemy training center.

Two battalions of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed three NVA and seven VC and took a weapon, and E Trp., 1st Cav.
found two weapons in six incidents in the Quang Ngai and Duc Pho areas.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf., let by CPT John R. Hill (Winchendon, Mass.), found three NVA killed by the 6-11 Arty.
within the previous 24 hours five miles northwest of Duc Pho and, a half-mile away, found a VC killed by small
arms fire and killed one of three VC engaged.

Co. C, 3-1 Inf. engaged seven VC and killed two a mile northwest of Duc Pho and, in Operation Vernon
Lake II, Co. A, 3-1 Inf. killed three VC 16 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

E. Trp. found an SKS rifle and an M-1 carbine seven miles south of Quang Ngai and later found and
destroyed a 750-pound bomb.

Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed seven of 10 VC recorded in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.

At 1130, Co. A killed a VC 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky and, at 1915, killed six of 25 VC engaged three
miles nearer Tam Ky.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf., working 29 miles west of Tam Ky, killed a VC and relocated 23 Vietnamese refugees to Nui
Loc Son. Co. D, 2-1 Inf. directed artillery to kill one of nine VC seen moving 21-1/2 miles northwest of Tam
Ky.

Three Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 16 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action returned to a more normal pace yesterday as the newly-
proclaimed enemy offensive slogged through its fourth day in southern | Corps.

In 15 ground contacts and nine by air, Americal Division forces killed one NVA and 27 VC, found
five VC bodies, and captured three individual weapons.

The first three days of the latest enemy push, termed an "offensive" yesterday by the U.S.
command in Saigon, have resulted in 184 NVA and 288 VC dead in the Americal area.

Enemy units continued to harass Americal positions yesterday and early this morning by shelling
three LZs, an Observation Post, and a province capital. One sector of the Chu Lai Defense
Command area received two 122mm rockets which caused no casualties or damage at 2315
hours yesterday.

In seven incidents, elements of three battalions killed an NVA and five VC, found 15 VC bodies,
and captured three weapons in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

Co. B, 1-6 Inf., led by CPT Richard W. Jessop (Knightstown, Ind.), destroyed a small base camp
seven miles south of Chu Lai and discovered 15 graves containing the bodies of 15 VC killed 7-10
days ago by air strikes.

Working 5-1/2 miles west of Chu Lai, Co. A, 1-6 Inf. killed two VC and captured an AK-47 rifle.

Co. C, 4-3 Inf. killed two VC in encounters at 0135 and 2005 hours 5-5-1/2 miles northwest of
Quang Ngai, and Co. A, 1-52 inf. killed an NVA and got his AK-47 rifle, then found an RPD light
machinegun in two incidents 11 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. killed a VC and detained a VC suspect 81/2 miles north-
northwest of Quang Ngai.

Seven air strikes, the three most effective directed by 198th Forward Air Control pilot Air Force
CPT Jack L. Dickens (Madison, W. Va.), destroyed 16 structures, two bunkers, and 20 meters of
trench line. Three structures were damaged and one secondary explosion and two secondary
fires were observed.

Cos. C and D, 4-21 Inf. killed four VC , and a UH-1 helicopter found five VC killed by artillery to
account for all the action in the 11th Inf. Bde. area.

Co. C, led by CPT Thomas S. Hyde (Leavenworth, Kan.), killed three VC in separate incidents
six and seven miles south-southwest of Quang Ngai. Co. D, led by CPT Robert E. Winn (Midriff,
Tex.), killed a VC a half-mile further from Quang Ngai.

The UH-1, working with the 3-1 Inf., found the dead VC 13 miles southwest of Quang Ngai in the
Vernon Lake Il operational area. They had been killed by the 6-11 Arty.

Five VC were killed and 1800 pounds of rice found in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed two of four VC engaged 24 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. B,4-31 Inf. killed
a VC four miles nearer Tam Ky.

F. Trp., 17th Cav. killed a VC 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co. C, 2-1 Inf. killed another 3-
1/2 miles further northwest.

Co. B, 1-46 Inf. found and evacuated 1000 pounds of rice 20 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky
while Co. A, 2-1 Inf. found 800 pounds of rice 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed eight VC in seven incidents in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav.
area. Four Kills occurred 5-9 miles north, two 15-15-1/2 miles north-northwest, and the last eight
miles northwest of Tam Ky.

155 mm howitzers from B Btry., 3rd Bn., 16th Arty., commanded by CPT Reginald Fontenot
(Lake Charles, La.) fired 54 rounds in support of Civilian Irregular Defense Group forces at Tien
Phuoc CIDG Camp. One secondary explosion, which produced a huge fireball, was recorded. A
large number of enemy soldiers were believed to have been killed.

Six Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 15 were wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment, according to an initial report.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Cos. A and C, 1-46 Inf. and a UH-1 helicopter working with the 1-46
killed 16 VC to highlight moderate action in southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division forces engaged enemy units 17 times and reported killing 38 VC. One weapon was found
but not during enemy contact.

In the fifth day of their offensive, enemy forces mortared or rocketed LZs, one observation post, two night
defensive positions, one Special Forces camp, and one district headquarters in the Americal area.

Enemy losses total 840 killed and 120 weapons captured since Sunday in southern | Corps. Fewerthan 25
Americal soldiers have been killed.

In addition to the 1-46 Inf.'s 16 Kkills, three other units and a Forward Air Control pilot killed eight VC in the
196th Inf. Bde. area. A K-44 rifle was also captured.

In five incidents between 0930 and 1315 hours, elements of Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed seven VC 19-20-1/2 miles
northwest of Tam Ky. The major encounter at 0930 left three VC dead, and another was killed 15 minutes
later.

Not far from Co. A, the UH-1 killed four VC in two encounters 20-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky at 0815 and
0855. Less than an hour later in the same area, the UH-1 confirmed five VC killed in an air strike directed by
196th FAC pilot Air Force CPT Stephen J. Maechtlin (Cleveland Heights, Ohio).

Co. C, 1-46 Inf.,, operating 16-17 miles northwest of Tam Ky, killed two of an estimated 101-12 VC engaged
at 0930 and, at 1845, killed three VC after receiving 75 M-79 rounds from an unknown-size enemy force.

Working with the 1-46 Inf. nearby, F Trp., 17th Cav. killed a VC.

The other VC kills went to Co. D, 4-31 Inf. 24 miles west of Tam Ky and to Co. C, 3-21 Inf. 10 miles nearer
Tam Ky. Co. A, 2-1 Inf. found the K-44 19 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

Two troops of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed seven VC in two incidents, one of which occurred in the Hardin
Falls operational area.

At 1315, B Trp., led by CPT Larry Beale (Macon, Ga.), destroyed a tunnel complex and killed four VC three
miles west of Tam Ky, not far from the site of last Sunday's battle in which 1-1 troops killed 75 enemy
soldiers.

In Hardin Falls 11 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, A Trp., let by CPT Early V. Shackerford (Hopkinsville,
Ky.), received small arms fire and returned it to kill three VC during an 0230 probe of the troop's night
defensive position.

Two VC were killed and various enemy supplies and ammo captured or destroyed in the 198th Inf. Bde.
area.

Co. D, 4-3 Inf. used 4.2" mortar fire to kill two VC nine miles northwest of Quang Ngai in the only enemy
contact.

In the Oregon area 12-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, Co. D, 1-52 Inf. found three NVA packs containing
clothing and turned up 16 82mm rounds, seven 60mm rounds, and four foxholes.

Co. A, 1-6 Inf., working 6-1/2 miles west of Chu Lai, located a bunker topped by a bamboo hut. Underneath
the bunker were two tunnels.

Eight air strikes in the 198th area destroyed four structures, two bunkers, and an automatic weapons firing
position.

In the 11th Inf. Bde.'s lone contact, a UH-1 helicopter working with the 3-1 Inf. reported finding five VC killed
by small arms fire in Operation Vernon Lake Il 14 miles southwest of Quang Ngai.

Co. C, 3-1 Inf. found and destroyed a varied assortment of U.S. clothing and equipment in a VC camp area
two miles southeast of Duc Pho. Among items discovered were five field mess kits and five mess trays, two
rain jackets and three new ponchos, three air mattresses, seven soft caps, three pair of socks, and tow pairs
of combat boots.

Air Force CPT Jack Stitzel (Phoenix, Ariz.), an 11th Bde. FAC pilot, directed air strikes that resulted in one
secondary explosion and two sustained fires seven miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

Eight Americal Division soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial
report.

SERGEANT REUP SAYS:
Mechanics and drivers are in short supply. See your career counselor about OJT in one of these fields.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Three of the Americal Division's four major operations--Vernon Lake Il, Fayette
Canyon, and Hardin Falls--were terminated at midnight Friday, and statistics indicate unqualified success in each.

Only Operation Russell Beach, now is a pacification phase, continues into March in the effort to rid the Batangan
Peninsula area of VC influence and fortifications.

March debuted on the seventh day of the enemy offensive--a day on which Americal units engaged the enemy 15 times
and enemy forces attacked three LZs, a night defensive position, a Special Forces camp, and two district headquarters in
southern | Corps.

Americal units reported killing five NVA and 39 VC, finding one VC body, and capturing seven individual weapons.

In the 11th Inf. Bde. area, Operation Vernon Lake Il ended after 119 days of action involving units of the 3-1 and 4-21
Infs, which pushed the 3d NVA Division out of its bastion southwest of Quang Ngai. Eighty-one enemy base camps were
discovered along with 121 tons of rice, 1253 mortars, 196 rockets, and over 23,400 rounds of smal arms ammo.

Enemy casualties totaled 455 with 118 NVA killed and 34 found dead, and 265 VC killed and 38 found dead. Six
weapons were captured and 17 enemy suspects were detained. Twenty-three Americal soldiers were killed.

Eleven VC were killed in the 11th Bde. area yesterday as a UH-1 helicopter, working with the 3-1 Inf., found eight VC
killed by 6-11 Arty. fire 18 miles southwest of Quang Ngai and E Trp., 1st Cav. killed three VC in two incidents six miles
southwest of Quang Ngai and five miles northwest of Duc Pho.

On a perimeter sweep a mile east of Duc Pho, Hg. Co., 1-20 Inf. found a .38-cal. pistol hidden under a rock.

Co. D, 4-21 Inf. found and destroyed 31 bunkers and 30 spider holes in three incidents 8-1/2 miles southwest of Quang
Ngai.

Operation Fayette Canyon, which joined units of the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 2-1 and 4-31 battalions and the 198th Inf. Bde.'s 1-
46 battalion, finished with an outstanding kill ratio.

Begun Dec. 15 in the region of an NVA-dominated hill 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky, Fayette Canyon killed 327 enemy
soldiers--173 NVA killed and 65 found dead, and 84 VC killed and five found dead. Two Americal soldiers were killed.

Destroyed in the operation were 535 bunkers and 421 huts, while 70 weapons, including 14 crew-served, were captured.

Action in the 196th area yesterday was a repeat of the previous two days for Co. A, 1-46 Inf. which killed two NVA and
four VC in five encounters 17-1/2-20-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Co. A killed seven VC Thursday and six Friday.

Other 196th units killed three NVA and 11 VC, found the VC body, and captured three weapons yesterday.

An observation post of 2-1 Inf. called artillery on a large VC group 22-1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky to kill eight. In
separate incidents, Co. A, 2-1 Inf. killed an NVA and captured an M-2 carbine and Co. B, 2-1 took an AK-47 rifle, and an M-
1 carbine 18 and 18-1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

A UH-1 helicopter of the 26th Engr. Bn. was successful in only its second reported major contact with enemy forces in two
months. The chopper killed two NVA 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed two VC 24 miles west of Tam Ky, and the 4-31 recon unit killed a VC 1-1/2 miles nearer Tam Ky.

Operation Hardin Falls, designed to clear and take control of six hamlets in Thang Binh district after four years of VC
domination, killed 78 VC, detained 17 VC suspects, and captured six weapons. One American was killed.

Hardin Falls, which began Dec. 2, involved troops of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav.; Co. A, 1-46 Inf.; and Co. B, 26th Engr. Bn.

In the 1-1 area yesterday, "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed 11 VC in five incidents. The largest encounter
occurred between 1415 and 1450 hours as F Trp., worked with a Popular Force assault team 17 miles north-northwest of
Tam Ky and killed eight VC in three actions.

The other three VC were killed six miles north and seven miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Two VC were found killed by an overnight air strike, and three weapons were captured as action slowed considerably in
the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

After a prolonged firefight late Friday afternoon and an all-night vigil near the Song Tra Khuc 7-1/2 miles west of Quang
Ngai City, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. and Co. B, 5-46 Inf. lost contact with an unknown-size enemy force at daybreak.

A sweep of the area by the two companies turned up the two VC bodies, and Co. C found a BAR and two M72 LAW
rockets in two places within the general area. Co. B also found a B-40 rocket, 10 shotgun shells, 30 AK-47 rounds, a
Chicom grenade, two NVA packs, and an NVA helmet and canteen.

Nine miles south of Chu Lai, Co. B, 1-6 Inf. located at an apparent ambush site two claymore mines and a 40-pound
shaped charged embedded in the ground near several M-16 rounds wired with det cord.

Seven air strikes in the 198th area destroyed 16 structures and 12 bunkers, damaged two structures, and caused two
secondary explosions and four secondary fires.

Thirteen Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 44 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to
an initial report.

In the week ending at midnight, the first seven days of the enemy offensive, 197 NVA and 371 VC were killed in the
Americal area. In that time, 37 Americal soldiers were killed. Seventy-two weapons, 11 crew-served, were captured.

A MALARIA PILL A DAY KEEPS THE DOCTOR AWAY
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Americal Division forces met the enemy in 17 contacts, including five
in each brigade area, as the enemy offensive ground through its eighth day in southern | Corps.

Americal units reported killing two NVA and 19 VC, finding one VC body, and capturing one
individual weapon in light action.

Three elements of the 3-1 Inf. accounted for seven of nine killed and the lone weapon captured
in the 11th Inf. Bde. area.

A UH-1 helicopter, working with the 3-1 Inf., found the bodies of three VC killed by 4.2 mortar fire
from Co. E, 3-1 Inf. 12-1/2 miles southwest of Quang Ngai and, at 0145 hours, the 3-1 recon unit
killed two VC outside its perimeter 14 miles southwest of Quang Ngai.

In a delayed report of action at 2345 Saturday, Co. C, 3-1 Inf. engaged three VC and killed two a
mile northwest of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 4-21 Inf., working nine miles south-southwest of Quang Ngai, killed an NVA and captured
his AK-47 rifle, while the 4-21 recon unit killed two VC 2-1/2 miles nearer Quang Ngai.

Eight miles south of Duc Pho, Co. A, 1-20 Inf. detained three VC suspects with wounds
apparently inflicted by artillery fire.

A gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. crashed and was destroyed 14-1/2 miles northwest of Duc
Pho. No ground fire had been received prior to the crash. All four crew members were wounded
and evacuated for medical treatment.

One NVA and three VC were killed, and a VC body was found in the 198th Bde. area.

Co. D, 1-52 Inf. killed two VC 9-1/2 miles and 10 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. A, 1-52 Inf. killed
a VC a mile further southwest.

Eight miles west of Quang Ngai, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. killed a VC and found the two-day-old body of a
VC killed by small arms fire.

In a delayed report, the first platoon of Co. C, 1-6 Inf. fired on an unidentified object floating near
a bridge 4-1/2 miles southeast of Tam Ky and caused a large underwater explosion.

Three of five VC killed by the 196th Inf. Bde. area went to three elements of the 431 unit.

A UH-1 helicopter, working with the 4-31 Inf., killed a VC as did Cos. C and D. The incidents
occurred 19, 22 and 24 miles west of Tam Ky, respectively.

Co. D, 2-1 Inf. called artillery on three VC to kill one 19-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and Co.
C, 1-46 Inf. killed one of two VC engaged a half-mile further northwest.

"Blue Ghosts" of F. Trp., 8th Cav. killed single VC 8-1/2 miles and 10 miles northwest of Tam Ky
in the only action in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area.

Three Americal Division soldiers were killed and 19 were wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment, according to an initial report.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)-Sporadic enemy attacks against LZ's and night defensive positions
continued yesterday as Americal Division units met the enemy 17 times on the ninth day of his
offensive in southern | Corps.

Americal forces reported killing nine NVA and 26 VC, and capturing six weapons, one crew-
served.

Five NVA and 11 VC were killed in the 11th Inf. Bde. area where two VC suspects were detained
and the crew-served weapon taken.

At 1205 hours, a patrol of Co. B, 1-20 Inf. ran into heavy contact with a well-camouflaged NVA
force in a wooded area three miles northwest of Duc Pho. In quick order, the rest of Co. B moved
into the area.

Then came E Trp., 1st Cav.; Co. B, 3-1 Inf,; "Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co.; a
pounding by batteries of the 6-11 and 1-82 Arty.; and six air strikes directed by 11th Bde. Forward
Air Control pilots.

When contact was finally broken at 1840, Co. B, 1-20 Inf. had killed two NVA, one as he tried to
drag away his companion's body, and captured a loaded RPG launcher. Further sweeps at
daybreak may locate more enemy bodies.

At 1000 in the same area, Co. B, 1-20 Inf. had found four VC killed by a 6-11 Arty. barrage during
the night and, a half-mile away, Co. C, 3-1 Inf. killed two VC at 0905.

Co. C, 1-20 Inf. moved into the contested area late in the day and found fresh trails and foxholes,
an NVA pack, Chicom grenades, 30 AK-47, two RPG rounds, and three enemy suspects wounded
by artillery fire.

The only other contact in the 11th Bde. area came at 1520 when Co. D, 3-1 Inf. killed a party of
five rice-carrying VC 15 miles southwest of Quang Ngai.

Three elements of the 1-46 Inf. killed an NVA and eight VC in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where
other units killed two NVA and two VC. Two weapons were also captured.

Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed five VC in three incidents 15-1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky between
1045 and 1330 hours, and the 1-46 recon unit killed two VC in separate actions 1-1/2 miles farther
away.

At 1045, Co. C, 1-46 Inf. killed one of three VC engaged and, at 1519, killed one of three NVA
engaged and took a .45 cal pistol. Co. C, 4-31 Inf. killed two NVA and captured a carbine 22 miles
west of Tam Ky.

The other VC were killed by a UH-1 helicopter working with the 4-31 Inf. 22 miles west of Tam
Ky, and by Co. A, 3-21 Inf. 11-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

One NVA and five VC were killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area. Three weapons were taken in one
incident.

In a delayed report of action at 2045 Sunday, Co. D, 1-6 Inf. directed artillery fire on an unknown-
size VC force to kill four 6-1/2 miles west of Chu Lai.

At 1630, Co. C, 1-52 Inf. engaged three VC in spider holes and killed one, then captured AK-47
and K44 rifles and an RPD light machinegun 12 miles south-west of Tam Ky. In the same place at
1810, Co. A, 1-52 Inf. killed an NVA.

Eight Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 24 were wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment, according to an initial report.

MALARIA IS DEADLY- Take your pills daily.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)- Co. A, 1-46 Inf. raised its one week total of enemy killed to 35 to highlight
increased action throughout southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division forces made 22 contacts with the enemy and reported killing one NVA and 46 VC,
detaining 11 enemy suspects, and capturing one crew-served weapon.

In addition to seven VC killed by Co. A, 1-46 Inf., units the of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed six VC, relocated 29
Vietnamese refugees, and found and destroyed 2200 pounds of rice.

Co. A's action came in five encounters between 0730 and 1315 hours 18-1/2 miles and 18 miles north-
northwest of Tam Ky. Co. A has accounted for two NVA and 36 VC killed since Feb. 27.

Co. C, 1-46 Inf. killed a VC 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and F Trp., 17th Cav., working with 1-46 units,
found the 2200 pounds of rice 11 miles northwest of Tam Ky at 1545 and killed a VC there at 1630.

Working 15 miles southwest of Tam Ky, "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp. 8th Cav. killed two VC. F Trp. was
supporting 3-21 Inf. elements.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed a VC 24 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. D, 2-1 Inf. killed a VC 18 miles west-
northwest of Tam Ky.

Seventeen VC were killed in the 11th Bde. area where six of seven contacts occurred between 1530 and
1800 hours.

At 1040, Co. D, 4-21 Inf. found the body of a VC killed by 6-11 Arty. fire within the previous 24 hours eight
miles southwest of Quang Ngai. The body was in a fresh grave.

Operating 11 miles north-northwest of Duc Pho, Co. A, 3-1 Inf. engaged 101-15 VC at 1530 and killed four.
Thirty minutes later, the remaining VC were engaged again, and Co. A killed three more. At 1800, Co. A
killed two VC nearby.

At 1600, a "Shark" gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed a VC four miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Twenty minutes later, a "Shark" teamed with Co. B, 1-20 Inf. to kill six VC in a brief firefight five miles north-
northwest of Duc Pho. Co. B killed for of the VC.

Three companies were involved in all six contacts in the 198th Inf. Bde. area as one NVA and 15 VC were
killed, eight enemy suspects detained, and an RPG launcher captured.

Co. A, 1-52 Inf. kept pressure on enemy units for the third consecutive day 11-1/2 miles southwest of Tam
Ky and killed an NVA and seven VC in three actions.

At 0610, Co. A killed a VC in a spider hole and took the RPG. At 1800, Co. A engaged and killed six VC in
a tunnel and five minutes later, the NVA was killed nearby.

Cos. C and D, 4-3 Inf. made good use of artillery support in tow of three contacts with VC eight and nine
miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

At 1315, Co. C directed artillery to kill two VC and, at 1750, Co. D encountered 20 VC and saw five killed by
Btry. D, 1-14 Arty, and Btry. B, 1-82 Arty. Co. D killed a sixth VC in a firefight at 1325.

At 0940, Co. D rounded up eight VC suspects, including seven females with no ID cards and an old man
with an ID card suspected of bearing someone else's picture.

At 1005, gunships escorting a dustoff received automatic weapons fire near Tien Phouc. One went down
and was extracted at 1130. No one on board was killed.

Air Force MAJ O.D. Robertson (Russell Springs, Ky.), a Forward Air Control pilot for the 198th, directed two
of four air strikes in the 198th area after he spotted 50 bunkers 13 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

His strikes and direction of artillery fire destroyed 10 bunkers, damaged five, and exposed 10 more.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. scored their third kill of the day when they caught an evading VC
in the 1st Sqdrn, 1st Cav. area 9-1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

Four Americal soldiers were killed, and four were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according
to an initial report.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--WO1 Thomas R. Shagen (Columbus, Ga.) turned a test flight into the
real thing yesterday when he broke his flight pattern to rescue two engineers injured when their
bulldozer detonated a pressure mine.

Flying for the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co., WO1 Shagen was cruising above Highway 1 a half-mile north
of Duc Pho when his crew chief, SP5 Jim Swimson (Houston, Tex.), spotted a cloud of smoke
rising along the highway. The chopper dropped to investigate.

"From 500 feet, | couldn't tell what had happened," said WO1 Shagen. "I broke our pattern and
flew low. Then | could see the bulldozer overturned after hitting the mine.

"l also saw two men lying in the roadway and went in to pick them up."

Landing on the highway, the chopper loaded the men and whisked them to a nearby LZ for
medical treatment. The heavy bulldozer was a total loss, but its bulk prevented serious injury to
the two engineers.

Combat action in southern | Corps was light as Americal Division forces reported killing three
NVA and 14 VC, detaining five enemy suspects and a Hoi Chanh, and capturing three individual
weapons.

Most active among Americal elements were "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. which
killed eight VC in seven contacts and destroyed 29 sampans and one bunker 7-16 miles west,
north and northwest of Tam Ky in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area.

Five units killed two NVA and three VC and found and destroyed 850 pounds of rice and salt in
the 196th Inf. Bde. area.

Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed an NVA in the morning and a VC in the afternoon 89 miles southwest of
Tam Ky, and Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC and captured miscellaneous documents in the same area.

Working with the 4-31 Inf., F Trp., 17th Cav. killed one of two VC engaged in a rice paddy 18
miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. During a subsequent search of the area, a VC jumped out of the
bushes, yelled "Chieu Hoil" and claimed he was a labor leader in a nearby village.

Operating 13-1/2 miles south-southwest of Tam Ky, a recon patrol of the 1-46 Inf. adjusted
artillery on 30-40 NVA with packs and weapons. One NVA was found killed.

Co. C, 1-52 Inf. discovered the rice and salt buried in two 55-gallon drums and six crocks
beneath hootches 21-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Cos. A and C, 1-6 Inf. killed an NVA and a VC and captured a pistol, while Co. A, 4-3 Inf. took
two weapons in the 198th Inf. Bde. area. Two of three incidents were delayed reports.

At 0845 hours Saturday, Co. A, 4-3 Inf. found and evacuated an unidentified submachinegun
and an M-16 rifle near Quang Ngai and, at 1030, Co. C, 1-6 Inf. found a VC killed by small arms
fire within the previous 24 hours.

At 1955 yesterday, Co. A, 1-6 Inf. killed one of two NVA engaged and captured the pistol five
miles west of Chu Lai.

In the 11th Inf. Bde. area, Co. D, 1-20 Inf. found a VC killed by artillery eight miles west of Duc
Pho. In an incident reported two days late, Co. A, 3-1 Inf. killed a VC at 1115 Saturday.

On a sweep a mile north of Duc Pho yesterday, Co. A chased and caught six VC suspects,
including one wounded in the contact. The wounded man had no ID card.

One Americal soldier was killed, and six were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.




Vol. 3 No. 78 Wednesday March 19, 1969
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Light action prevailed again yesterday in southern | Corps as
Americal Division forces reported killing five NVA and seven VC, detaining 16 enemy suspects,
and capturing five individual weapons.

Three NVA and three VC were killed and four weapons captured in the 196th Inf. Bde. area.

At 1230 hours eight miles southwest of Tam Ky, an unknown size enemy force opened up from a
bunker on Co. C, 3-21 Inf. with small arms fire and hand grenades. In the exchange, one NVA
was killed and an SKS rifle captured.

Three miles further southwest, Co. D, 2-1 Inf. killed a VC and took an AK-47 rifle during a sweep
operation in a thickly-vegetated area. Two hours later at noon, Co. D killed one of two VC
engaged and took another AK-47.

In afternoon action, Co. A, 2-1 Inf. killed an NVA and captured an AK-47 near Co. D's morning
encounters, and Co. A, 1-52 Inf. killed one of four VC engaged 15-1/2 miles west-northwest of
Tam Ky.

In a delayed report of action Monday at 1905, the recon unit of the 4-31 Inf. killed an NVA 24-1/2
miles west of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed three VC in as many incidents in the 1st Sqdn.,
1st Cav. area. Two VC were caught in rice paddies 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and one was
killed among hootches 17-1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

The action gave F. Trp. 11 VC Kills in the past two days.

Two NVA were killed, one weapon captured, and four suspects detained in the 11th Inf. Bde.
area.

Perimeter guards fired into an area where a trip flare had been ignited three miles southwest of
Duc Pho and, at 0615, a 4-21 Inf. recon unit found an NVA killed there by small arms fire. Twenty
Chicom grenades in his pack were destroyed.

Four hours later, the recon unit killed another NVA and captured an M-2 carbine in the area.
Nearby at 1100, the unit discovered two tons of rice hidden under the false floor of one of three
huts. The rice and huts were destroyed.

Aero Scouts" of the 123d Avn. Bn. recorded the only kill in the 198th Inf. Bde. area at 1730 when a
VC was caught among hootches five miles west of Chu Lai.

Three Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 16 were wounded and evacuated for medical

treatment, according to an initial report.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Enemy rocket, mortar, and small arms fire pounded into some 30
military installations and Viethamese population centers between midnight Tuesday and 0700 hours this
morning as action picked up sharply in southern | Corps.

More than 50 incidents of enemy attacks were reported. Only two ground probes were made against
Americal Division LZ's, and both were turned back.

LZ Bronco, headquarters of the 11th Inf. Bde., was shelled four times with B-40 and 140mm rockets, and
three other LZ's, two night defensive positions, and a Special Forces camp wee hit three times apiece.
Twelve sites were hit more than once in the 37-hour period.

Combat action also increased as Americal Division forces reported killing 32 NVA and 10 VC, detaining 13
enemy suspects, and capturing nine weapons, three crew-served. Only three times in the past month were
more NVA killed in a single day.

Heaviest action occurred in the 196th Inf. Bde. area where the 4-31 Inf. repulsed a platoon-sized NVA
ground attack at LZ West and joined units of the three other battalions to kill 24 NVA and five VC and capture
six weapons, two crew-served.

Twelve bunkers on the LZ West perimeter bore the brunt of the NVA's assault with RPG-7 rockets, satchel
charges, grenades, and small arms fire. The 4-31 soldiers were on semi-alert when the attack began at
0300.

Only two NVA penetrated the perimeter. In that incident, SP4 Larry D. Tabor (Pulaski, Va.) heard his squad
leader, SGT Steven Martin (Calimesa, Calif.), yell that two NVA were in the sergeant's bunker.

"l ran over and saw SGT Martin fighting bare-handed," said SP4 Tabor. "He must have dropped his rifle
because he was atop one NVA and another was on his back and trying to stab him.

"| dropped the one on his back and, when SGT Martin rolled over, | got the other one.”

Both men are members of the first squad, first platoon of Co. C, 4-31 Inf.

In the fierce fighting, eight NVA were killed and a K-50 rifle and two RPG-7 launchers were captured. A
daylight sweep turned up an NVA captive outside the perimeter. No Americans were Killed in the attack.

At 1300, Co. C, 4-31 Inf. engaged three VC in the area and killed one.

Eight more NVA were killed at 1430 when Co. A, 2-1 Inf., working 10-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky,
engaged the eight riding bicycles. At 1725, Co. A killed one of two NVA engaged in the same area.

Cos. C an D, 2-1 Inf. accounted for six more NVA 11 miles southwest of Tam Ky where, at 1000, Co. C
received fire from fortified positions and returned it to kill three of four NVA. Gunships and air strikes
supported the company.

At 1445, Co. D received five 82mm mortar rounds and directed artillery fire into the area from which the
mortars had come. Three NVA were found killed, and two AK-47 rifles were taken.

Co. D, 1-46 Inf. killed the other NVA and captured his AK-47 not far from the 2-1 Inf. action. Co. C, 1-46 If.
killed one of three VC engaged there.

Co. B, 3-21 Inf. discovered 10 VC who appeared to be positioning a mortar tube eight miles west-southwest
of Tam Ky. Atrtillery fire killed two VC. West of Tam Ky, Co. D, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC.

Units of the 4-21 Inf. turned back the other NVA ground probe after receiving RPG fire and grenades at LZ
Amy at 0305 hours.

An unknown-size NVA force moved on the perimeter but lost eight men killed. A sweep also turned up an
RPG-2 launcher and two K-50 rifles. One American soldier was killed.

The abortive probe of LZ Amy was the only reported contact with the enemy in the 11th Inf. Bde.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed their 12th and 13th VC in the past three days, and B Trp., 1st
Sqdn., 1st Cav. found two VC killed by artillery 5-1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky in the only 1-1 area
action.

In the lone incident in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, Co. D, 4-3 Inf. killed a VC in rice paddies 7-1/2 miles
northwest of Quang Ngai.

Seven Americal Division soldiers were killed, and 54 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report. Five Americal soldiers were listed as missing in action.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--For the second straight day, activity was increased in the southern |
Corps yesterday, with 25 reports of enemy rocket, mortar, recoilless rifle, and small arms fire
attacks throughout the area.

The Chu Lai Defense Command area received four 122mm rockets near the Americal Division
Combat Center at 2120 hours, with no casualties. Three more unknown type rockets impacted at
0655 today.

LZ Bronco, headquarters of the 11th Inf. Bde., was shelled three times Thursday and has
received enemy fire six times in two days. LZ Liz spotted flashes of two 140mm rockets that hit
outside LZ Bronco's perimeter and called gunships to the area where the rockets had been fired.

Over 200 rockets, mortars, and recoilless rifle rounds have been fired into Americal Division
installations from a few minutes after midnight Thursday, through this morning at 0253 when LZ
Fat City received 40 rounds of mixed RPG rockets and 82mm mortars, most received in any one
area at one time in two days.

Americal units made 13 contacts with the enemy and reported killing 14 NVA and 27 VC, and
capturing seven weapons, one crew-served.

The 198th Inf. Bde. killed 18 VC in the vicinity of Quang Ngai City.

At 1930 hours, D Btry., 1-14 Arty. engaged a force of 60 VC and killed 15 ofthe enemy, 7-1/2
miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai.

H Trp., 17th Cav. working with Co. A, 4-3 Inf .engaged five VC, killing three, 6-1/2 miles
northwest of Quang Ngai.

Twelve NVA and six VC were killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. area, and six weapons, one crew-
served, were captured.

Btry. B, 3-18 Arty. engaged and killed five NVA three miles southwest of Tam Ky.

During a sweep of heavy jungle 23 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky, Co. D, 4-31 Inf. engaged
and killed four VC and destroyed two sampans.

An NVA entering a foxhole opened up on Co. C, 3-21 Inf. Co. C returned fire, killing two NVA
and capturing two AK-47 rifles 7-1/2 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky.

Two miles southwest of Tam Ky, Co. C, 1-46 Inf. engaged six VC wearing packs in the triple-
canopy jungle and killed two and captured a M-16 rifle and miscellaneous documents.

During a sweep of an area 11 miles southwest of Tam Ky, Co. C, 2-1 Inf. found four NVA killed
by small arms fire. Co. C also found an AK-47 rifle, a K-44 rifle, and an RPG launcher.

The 11th Inf. Bde. had three NVA and one VC killed and one weapon captured in action in its
area.

Co. C, 4-21 Inf. killed three NVA in three incidents near its landing zone 22 miles northwest of
Duc Pho. The first NVA was killed five minutes after midnight. An AK-47 rifle wad captured when
a second NVA was killed nearby at 1100 hours, and a third NVA was killed in the same locale later
in the evening.

A Recon patrol of the 1-20 Inf. engaged and killed one VC five miles northwest of Duc Pho.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed two VC in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area 6-1/2
miles west of Tam Ky. This gives F Trp. 15 enemy kills in four days.

Thirteen Americal soldiers were killed and 19 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report. Five of the 13 soldiers killed were listed as missing in action
Wednesday.

There have been 571 NVA and 835 VC killed in the division area since the postTet offensive
began Feb. 23. During this time, 113 Americal soldiers have been killed.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was light most of the day in the southern | Corps yesterday.

Americal Division units reported 16 VC killed, four NVA bodies discovered, five suspects
detained, and ten weapons, two crew-served, captured.

In Operation Russell Beach Tuesday, the nearly 12,000 refugees who were evacuated during
the early phases of the operation returned to the Batangan Peninsula.

The move began on March 14 when the first refugees departed the CHIC (Combined Holding
and Interrogation Center) outside of Quang Ngai, in sampans, trucks and helicopters.

The village and hamlet sites on the peninsula were secured by two Regional Force companies
as well as Americal Division soldiers from the 198th Inf. Bde.'s 5-46 Inf.

The people will be living in temporary lean-tos on new village sites prepared by Americal's 26th
Engr. Bn. until they can build their new homes with the division's help.

The rebuilding in the vicinities of the old villages is part of the final phase of the operation.

The 196th Inf. Bde. found four NVA bodies and reported killing five VC in its area of operation.

Four NVA wearing green uniforms who were killed two days ago, were found 12 miles southwest
of Tam Ky, in the vicinity of an NVA base camp found Monday. Tow of the NVA had been killed by
artillery and the other two had been killed by air strikes. A .30 caliber BAR (Browning Automatic
Rifle) and an M-72 LAW (Light Antitank Weapon) was found in the same location.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed four VC in the mountainous region 21 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

The point man of a Ranger Patrol of Co. G, 75 Inf. engaged and killed one VC only 10 minutes
after the patrol had been inserted into the mountains 22-1/2 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky.

During a sweep of an area 8-1/2 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky, Co. B, 3-21 Inf. found a cache
near some hootches which contained two carbines, an AK-47 rifle, and an SKS rifle.

Eight VC were killed and two weapons captured in the 11th Inf. Bde. area.

"Shark" gunships of the 174 Aslt. He. Co. killed three VC in a rice paddy five miles northwest of
Duc Pho. Co. A, 3-1 Inf. detained two enemy suspects without I.D. cards, among some hootches
a mile away.

Co. D, 3-1 Inf. killed two VC and captured an M-14 rifle 1-1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho. Co. D,
3-1 Inf. later found another VC killed by small arms fire in a tunnel along with documents and a
French pistol.

E Trp., 1st Cav. engaged and killed two VC by Lake Ankhe, 9-1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. , reported three VC killed in this area of operation.

B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., working with A Btry., 3-16 Arty., in an area 5-1/2 miles west of Tam
Ky, killed two VC.

A "Blue Ghost" gunship of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed one VC in the jungle 10-1/2 miles west-
northwest of Tam Ky.

The 198th Inf. Bde. reported no enemy Kkills, but Co. B, 1-6 Inf. detained three suspects five mile
west of Chu Lai.

Two Americal soldiers were killed, and 12 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Action was light in the southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal Division
units reporting 28 VC and no NVA killed, eight suspects detained, 10 bunkers and 20 fighting positions
destroyed, and one weapon captured.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf. reported 15 VC killed, seven suspects detained, and one weapon captured.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf. was on a combat assault mission when it spotted 13 VC moving along a trail and called in
"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. which killed the VC.

Co. A, 1-20 Inf. on a sweep along the coast 10-1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho, engaged three VC, killing
two, and captured a .45 caliber pistol. The company also detained three enemy suspects, two males and a
female without |.D. cards, in the same location.

Two more suspects were detained by the Co. A, 4-21 Inf. in a rice paddy eight miles west of Quang Ngai.

A VC suspect was detained five miles southeast of Duc Pho, by Co. B, 1-20 Inf. with fragmentation wounds
on his head and neck. Another suspect was detained by Co. A, 3-1 Inf. three miles north of Duc Pho on
Highway 1.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed eight VC in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area Friday.

Three of the VC were killed in a wooded area 9-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Two more were killed when
they tried to avoid the helicopter by ducking into a hootch that was destroyed. Two VC were killed in a rice
paddy five miles west-northwest of Tam Ky, and another was killed in hills 8-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

Four VC were reported killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. as well as 10 bunkers and 20 fighting positions
destroyed.

The command and control helicopter of the 4-31 Inf. engaged two VC, killing one, in a mountainous region
20-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. Three miles north, the helicopter killed another VC.

A "Blue Ghost" gunship of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed one VC in high elephant grass 13 miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. B, 3-21 Inf. found and destroyed 20 fighting positions along jungle covered hills 17-1/2 miles west-
northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed one VC in the triple-canopy jungle nine miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 1-46 Inf. discovered 10 large bunkers that measured six feet by six feet and were well camouflaged.
After a thorough search of the area 12-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, the bunkers were destroyed.

The 198th Inf. Bde.'s Co. B, 5-46 Inf. found one VC who had been killed by a .50 caliber machinegun, on
the Batangan Peninsula, 10-1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, where Operation Russell Beach is in its final
phase.

The company detained one enemy suspect with a false |.D. card in the same area.

For the past week, from March 21 activity was mostly light in the southern | Corps, with Americal Division
units accounting for 72 NVA and 135 VC killed, 31 weapons, two crew-served, captured, and over 40 enemy
suspect detained.

Fifty-two enemy bunkers were destroyed during the week's action. Twenty-five bunkers and machinegun
emplacements were destroyed during the week's action. Twenty-five bunkers and machine gun
emplacements were destroyed by combined air strikes and Co. B, 1-46 Inf., who uncovered an NVA base
camp while on a search and clear mission in hills 12 miles southwest of Tam Ky, Monday.

Americal's Artillery was active the past week accounting for 30 enemy killed.

A Btry., 3-18 Arty. killed 10 VC when they engaged 100 enemy soldiers in the mountainous region 24 miles
west-northwest of Quang Ngai, Monday.

C Btry., 3-18 Arty. killed 14 NVA Saturday 8-1/2 miles south of Quang Ngai.

Six kills were credited to D Btry., 1-14 Arty. Wednesday, when the batter engaged 28 VC nine miles west-
northwest of Quang Ngai.

In the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed 19 VC for the past week.

In Operation Russell Beach, the nearly 12,000 refugees who were evacuated during the early phases of the
operation returned to the Batangan Peninsula. The people will be living in temporary lean-tos on new village
sites prepared by the Americal's 26th Engr. Bn. until they can build their new home with the division's help.

One Americal soldier was killed, and five were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to
an initial report.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Action was moderate in the Americal Division area Saturday as units
killed 11 NVA and 23 VC, detained 12 enemy suspects, and captured six weapons.

The 11th Inf. Bde. posted the largest number of kills as two companies of the 3-1 Inf. clashed
with a combination NVA/VC force in an all-day battle killing six NVA.

In the north, a 196th Bde. company from the 4-31 Inf. uncovered a large cache of AK-47
ammunition.

11th Inf. Bde. units accounted for 10 NVA and one VC killed, 12 suspects detained, and two
weapons captured.

The day of combat for Co. C, 3-1 Inf. began with the assault by helicopter into a sandy region on
the South China Sea coast, six miles north of LZ Bronco at 1110 hours.

Shortly after the beginning a search of the area, the company came in contact with an unknown
size force of VC and NVA. Six NVA regulars were killed and one AK-47 was captured.

The contact continued into the afternoon when Co. A, 3-1 Inf. was combat assaulted to the south
of Co. C to establish a blocking force. Contact was broken by the enemy at 1400 hours, but
occasional sniping lasted until late in the night.

Co. C, 3-1 Inf. also detained eight enemy suspects in the same area.

At 0851 hours, Co. D, 3-1 inf. received small arms and M-79 fire. Fire was returned with one
NVA killed and his AK-47 rifle captured near a stream 1-1/2 miles west of Duc Pho. Later the
company was working with E Trp., 1st Cav. in the same area when they engaged and killed three
NVA.

One VC was killed along the beach seven miles southeast of Duc Pho, by a "Shark" gunship of
the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co.

Co. D, 1-20 Inf. detained two enemy suspects and captured their motor bikes along with a
damaged one, as well as three disassembled bicycles, six miles northeast of Duc Pho.

Two more suspects without I.D. cards were detained by Co. B, 1-20 Inf. seven miles southeast of
Duc Pho.

Of the 11 VC killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, nine were killed by artillery.

D Btry., 1-14 Arty. engaged 40 VC killing seven in hills seven miles west-northwest of Quang
Ngai.

A half-mile west and two hours earlier, Co. B, 4-3 Inf. spotted two VC crossing a river and called
in artillery which killed the two. The company later found an M-72 LAW in underbrush by a trail
five miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai, and blew it in place.

Co. C, 4-3 inf. engaged four VC and killed two, seven miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai.

The 196th Inf. Bde.'s Co. D, 4-31 Inf. discovered a large ammo cache when a VC suspect,
detained Friday, led a patrol to a well-camouflaged pit along a trail in heavy underbrush 20 miles
west-southwest of Tam Ky.

Inside the six-by-six foot pit were 22,500 rounds of AK-47 ammo, 100 rounds of 82mm and nine
rounds of 60mm mortar ammo, and three B-40 rockets.

In other brigade activity, one NVA and seven VC were killed and three individual weapons
captured.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. also killed three VC hiding in a hootch near the site of the ammo cache. An SKS
rifle and an M-1 carbine were also found. A mile away, the company killed another VC inthe
mountainous region.

A Ranger patrol of Co. G, 75 Inf. killed one NVA and captured his K-44 rifle in mountains 21-1/2
miles west-southwest of Tam Ky. Shortly afterwards the patrol killed one VC in the same vicinity.

A recon unit of the 3-21 Inf. engaged three VC killing one, after being fired upon with M-79's 12-
1/2 miles west of Tam Ky. In the afternoon, another VC was killed when atrtillery fire was called on
a group of six VC.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed four VC in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area in four
incidents from 16-1/2 miles north-northwest to 10 miles north of Tam Ky.

Five Americal soldiers were killed, and 31 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report. Four Americal soldiers were also reported missing in action.




Vol. 3 No. 91 Tuesday April 1, 1969
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Three new operations began on Mar. 18 in the Americal Division
area, marking common boundaries in which Americal Troops and 2nd ARVN Div. soldiers will work
jointly.

The 196th Bde., 1st Sgdn, 1st Cav., and the 5th ARVN Regt. have joined in Operation Frederick
Hill. The 198th Bde. and 6th ARVN Regt. are participating in Operation Geneva Park, and the
11th Bde. and 4th ARVN Rgt. are conducting Operation Iron Mountain.

Action was light in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal units reporting one NVA and 27 VC
killed, over two tons of rice discovered and three weapons captured.

Heaviest action was in Operation Frederick Hill area with 24 enemy soldiers, one an NVA, killed
by the 196th Inf. Bde., and the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav.

The 1st Cav. reported 15 VC killed and one weapon captured in its area Monday.

C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. working with Popular Force units 8-1/2 miles north of Tam Ky,
engaged and killed 10 VC in heavy underbrush and captured one Thompson submachinegun, and
81 Chicom grenades.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed five VC in five contacts near the coast from 10
miles to 7-1/2 miles north of Tam Ky.

In the 196th Inf. Bde. one NVA and seven VC were killed.

Co. A, 26 Engr. Bn. found two VC who had been killed when a mine they were trying to plant in
Highway 535 went off, 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

A Recon patrol of 3-21 Inf. killed two VC in two incidents in rice paddies 1-1/2 miles west of Tam
Ky. Later the patrol was led by a VC suspect, detained the day before, to an SKS rifle hidden in
underbrush a half-mile away.

One VC was killed by Co. D, 4-31 Inf. when the company engaged four VC with packs in a
mountainous region 20 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 1-52 Inf. killed one VC after receiving M-79 rounds at 0300 hours, 19-1/2 miles north-
northwest of Tam Ky. Co. D also found and extracted two tons of rice from a tunnel in the same
area.

While Co. C, 2-1 Inf. was on a search and clear mission 9-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, the
point man heard movement to the left of the trail and fired into the area. When the location was
searched, one NVA was found as well as an M-16 rifle.

Another VC was killed in heavy jungle by Co. A, 3-21 Inf., 14-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

Three VC were Kkilled in the 198th Inf. Bde.'s Operation Geneva Park area by a "Minuteman"
gunship of the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co., piloted by WO1 Richard McLean (Miami, Fla.), eight miles
northwest of Quang Ngai.

Co. D, 5-46 Inf. found and destroyed 400 pounds of rice hidden under a fireplace in a hootch and
another 300 pounds hidden in a cane bin seven miles northwest of Quang Ngai.
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The 11th Inf. Bde. reported two VC were killed in its Operation Iron Mountain area.

One VC was killed outside a village six miles north of Duc Pho by Co. A, 3-1 Inf., and the other
was killed by an observation post 6-1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Twelve Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an
initial report.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Action was light in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal
Division units reporting two NVA and eight VC killed in eight contacts, 11 enemy suspects
detained, and three weapons captured.

In Operation Frederick Hill, the 196th Inf. Bde. reported two NVA and six VC killed, and one
weapon captured.

One VC was killed when Co. A, 4-31 Inf. engaged three in the mountainous region 24-1/2 miles
west of Tam Ky.

A half-mile away, Co. C, 2-1 Inf. engaged and killed one VC and while searching the area the
company found another VC body and a .30 caliber carbine.

Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed one VC hiding in a hole 8-1/2 miles south-southwest of Tam Ky. He had a
large sum of money on his person which it is thought he was going to use to buy rice. He also had
GVN and VC passports.

A half-mile south Co. D, 1-46 Inf. killed another VC in a rice paddy.

A "Blue Ghost" gunship of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed one VC while flying in support of the 196th Inf.
Bde. 12 miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 2-1 Inf., while on a search and clear mission nine miles southwest of Tam Ky, found three
bunkers, two 8x10 feet in size and one 20x12 feet, with VC propaganda leaflets in them. The
bunkers were destroyed and the leaflets extracted.

A Popular Forces unit, working with Co. A, 4-31 Inf. detained five suspects along with an SKS
rifle, an AK-47 rifle, a Springfield rifle, a shotgun, and a carbine, 24 miles west-northwest of Tam
Ky.

One VC was killed in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area Wednesday. An Americal Division PSYOP
Team of SP4 James Dixon and ARVN SSG Nguyen Troung Ginng were broadcasting to villagers
around 0930 hours, when they came under attack by a 12 man VC force in a rice field along
Highway 1, 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky. The ensuing fight lasted about 30 minutes until the VC
retreated when they saw a helicopter passing overhead. One VC body and a CKC rifle were left
behind which the PSYOP Team brought back to its bullet-riddled truck and resumed broadcasting.

The only contact in the 198th Inf. Bde. was west of the Operation Russell Beach area, when Co.
D, 5-46 Inf. engaged two VC and killed one, 6-1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

A short time later, the company found an M-72 LAW hidden in underbrush by a trail, a half-mile
away.

Co. C, 5-46 Inf. found an ammo cache, with 59 rounds of M-79 ammo, five M-26 hand grenades,
four CS grenades and over 300 rounds of M-14 ammo which had been buried so long it was
unusable. A VC suspect was also detained in the area seven miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

Five more enemy suspects without I.D. cards were detained by Co. D, 4-1 Inf., 9-1/2 miles south
of Chu Lai. [Typo Note: There was no 4/1st Inf. Bn in the Americal. This was probably D 4-3 Inf.
working near LZ Sue. The S2/S3 report shows they detained at least 2 suspects this day while
OPCON fto the 198th Bde].

In Operation Iron Mountain, the 11th Inf. Bde. reported no enemy contacts, but Co. A, 4-21 Inf.
found and destroyed an estimated company size enemy base camp in foothills six miles west of
Duc Pho. In it were 14 fighting positions and 14 sleeping positions and it was estimated to be over
a month old.

Four suspects were detained by Co. D, 3-1 Inf. along the coast 2-1/2 miles northeast of Duc Pho.

Another suspect was detained in a rice paddy six miles northwest of Duc Pho, by Co. D, 1-20 Inf.

Eleven Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an
initial report.

Everybody in Vietnam is interested in war trophies; especially if the trophies are firearms picked up in the field.
However, sawed-off shotguns, rifles with barrels less than 16 inches, zip-guns, automatic weapons, silencers, along with
tanks, APC's, and aircraft may not be taken home.

If you have a war trophy and it conforms to regulations to be sent home, contact your Provost Marshal and
Adjutant General sections. They will give you all the information for sending home your war trophies.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)-Action was light in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal
Division units reporting four NVA and 10 VC killed, an NVA body a week old found in a tunnel, 29
suspects detained, and one weapon captured.

"Charlie's" sign painter must not keep up with current events for Co. A, 1-52 Inf., during a
search and clear mission 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky, found 10 enemy propaganda signs which
read, "Demand your immediate separation, don't let Johnson trick you into a deadly duel." Co. A
said the signs appeared to be booby trapped.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported five enemy killed, one VC, an NVA body found,
and a weapon captured.

Co. B, 1-46 Inf. working with Co. B, 1-52 Inf. on a combat sweep along the Tien River, 12 miles
southwest of Tam Ky, observed seven NVA running from a hootch. The NVA opened up on them,
and they returned fire killing three NVA and capturing an AK-47 rifle. The hootch was searched
and 67 rounds of AK-47 ammo and three M-26 grenades were found. Co. B, 1-46 Inf. also found a
tunnel 50 feet long with an NVA, who had been killed by artillery a week ago, inside it. Earlier the
company killed a VC wearing a pack, a mile north.

Co. B, 4-31 Inf. observed four NVA wearing green uniforms leading water buffalo along a trail 28
miles west of Tam Ky, and called in artillery which killed one NVA.

B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed six VC in five contacts, all within a mile of each other, nine to
ten miles northwest of Tam Ky. Two the of the VC were killed when the troop blew upthe bunker
they were in. The troop also destroyed 2,600 pound of rice it found after killing a VC there. The
other two were Killed in rice paddies in two contacts.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. killed three VC and detained 29 enemy suspects in its
area.

A recon patrol of 4-21 Inf. engaged eight VC along the coast seven miles north of Duc Pho, and
killed three. The patrol also detained two suspects in the same area as well as another suspect
three miles north along the beach.

The command and control helicopter of 4-21 Inf. detained nine enemy suspects, three along the
coast 10 miles north, and six in a rice paddy nine miles north of Duc Pho.

Three VC suspects were detained by Co. B, 4-21 Inf. and another three were detained by Co. D,
4-21 Inf in the same vicinity.

The command and control helicopter of 3-1 Inf. detained five more suspects three miles south-
southeast of Duc Pho, and Co. D, 3-1 Inf. detained two males and a female suspect four miles
south of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf. detained two suspects, seven miles southeast, and Co. C, 1-20 Inf. detained
another 10 miles southeast of Duc Pho.

Four Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an
initial report.

*kkk

SERGEANT REUP SAYS

Mechanics and drivers are in short supply. See your career counselor about OJT in one of these
fields.

*kkk
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Americal Division units reported five NVA and six VC were killed, two
VC bodies found, and six weapons captured in light action in southern | Corps yesterday.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported four NVA and one VC killed, and three weapons
captured in its area of operation.

Co. C, 4-31 Inf. killed one NVA and captured his AK-47 rifle during a search and clear mission
26-1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. During the search of the mountainous region, the
company found an NVA base camp which had been used recently. The camp consisted of two
camouflaged hootches and two underground classrooms which were 15 by 10 by eight feet in size.
Forty wooden practice Chicom grenades and vines used to simulate barbed wire were found as
well as 10 pairs of wire cutters, eight NVA shovels and a pick, 15 AK-47 magazines and 1,500
rounds of ammo, 26 B-40 rockets and 31 B-40 rocket boosters, five 25 pound shape charges, 14
bangalore torpedoes, 250 pounds of rice, and five pounds of documents found during the search
of the area.

Co. C, 1-52 Inf. killed one NVA in a mountainous region 23 miles northwest of Tam Ky. A small
tunnel complex which an NVA killed recently by small arms fire, was also found.

Another NVA was killed when Co. A, 1-46 Inf. engaged two enemy soldiers in the jungle eight
miles southwest of Tam Ky, a submachinegun and five Chicom grenades, were also captured.

Co. C, 3-21 Inf. engaged three VC killing one in foothills 10-1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.
Earlier the company had found an M-1 carbine without a stock, behind a hootch a mile away.

IRON MOUNTAIN--One NVA and two VC were killed, two bodies found, and three weapons
captured in the 11th Inf. Bde. area Tuesday.

Co. A, 4-21 Inf. killed one NVA and captured his AK-47 rifle six miles southwest of Duc Pho.

A Ranger patrol of Co. G, 75 Inf. working with "Shark™ gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. 8-1/2
miles northwest of Duc Pho, killed one VC and found two SKS rifles which the "Sharks" had
destroyed.

A recon patrol of the 3-1 Inf. found a VC killed by artillery near a stream in foothills 15 miles
southwest of Quang Ngai.

Co. D, 4-21 Inf. found two VC buried in graves three to four days old among eight more graves in
an area 5-1/2 miles southwest of Duc Pho.****

GENEVA PARK-- Two VC were killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area Tuesday.

A "Blue Ghost" gunship of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed one VC running towards a tree line four miles
southwest of Chu Lai.

The other was killed by Co. D, 1-6 Inf. in a rice paddy nine miles northwest of Chu Lai.

Another "Blue Ghost" gunship of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed a lone VC in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area
of Operation Frederick Hill, 16 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

Thirteen Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an
initial report.

*kkk
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SELF DEFENSE OR USEFUL HEALTH HINTS INOCULATIONS
The following is the schedule of shots required in Vietham. Check your card regularly and don't get behind:
Plague -every 6 months

Cholera -every 6 months
Typhoid -every 3 years

Small Pox -every year
Yellow Fever -every 10 years

Tetnus -every 6 years



Vol. 3 No. 100 Thursday April 10, 1969 Americal News Sheet

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Action was light in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal
Division units reporting one NVA and eight VC killed, 15 suspects detained, and one weapon
captured.

IRON MOUNTAIN--Four VC were killed, and seven enemy suspects detained in scattered action
in the 11th Inf. Bde.'s area of operation.

A "Shark" gunship of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed one VC among hootches 5-1/2 miles
southeast of Duc Pho.

Co. B,1-20 Inf. killed a VC, who was thought to be a security chief, 5-1/2 miles southeast of Duc
Pho. The company also detained five VC suspects in the same area.

E Trp., 1st Cav. killed another VC along the coast three miles east of Duc Pho.

Co. C, 26 Eng. Bn. was working in an area a half mile north when it came under fire from an
enemy bunker. The company returned fire and blew the bunker up with an M-72 LAW which killed
one VC.

Two enemy suspects were detained by Co. D, 3-1 Inf. six miles southeast of Duc Pho.

GENEVA PARK--One VC was killed and, one weapon was captured in the 198th Inf. Bde. area
Wednesday.

A recon patrol of the 5-46 Inf. engaged four VC, killing one, and capturing a carbine eight miles
south of Chu Lai.

FREDERICK HILL--In the 1st Sgdn. 1st Cav. area, two VC were killed by "Blue Ghost" gunships
of F Trp., 8th Cav. One was killed seven miles west and the other was killed 10-1/2 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

The 196th Inf. Bde. reported one NVA body found, and nine suspects detained in its area.

Co. C, 4-31 Inf. found an NVA in a fresh grave, who had been killed by small arms fire within the
past 24 hours in a mountainous region 26 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

Two enemy suspects were detained a mile away by Co. B, 1-20 Inf.

Co. C, 1-52 Inf. detained two males and five females as VC suspects during a sweep of an area
21 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

One Americal soldier was killed, and 11 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.

Drawing of an M-551 General Sheridan, Armored Assault Vehicle.
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CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Action was moderate for the second consecutive day in southern |
Corps yesterday, with Americal Division units reporting two NVA and 23 VC killed, and 30
weapons, one crew-served, captured.

Co. C of the 11th Inf. Bde.'s 4-21 Inf. found a weapon cache while on a search and clear mission
14 miles north-northwest of Duc Pho. The company found a well camouflaged hootch in triple-
canopy jungle, and on the floor inside it found 26 weapons covered with grass and other
vegetation. In all, the company found four MAS-36 rifles, five M-1 rifles, two BAR's, 12 K-44 rifles,
an M-1 carbine, an M-2 carbine, and a M-60 machinegun which were extracted, as well as one
and a half 55 gallon drums of polished rice, 100 rounds of AK-47 ammo, four B-40 rockets, and
147 Chicom detonation caps which were destroyed.

FREDERICK HILL--The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. reported 10 VC killed and two weapons captured in
scattered actions in its area.

For the second straight day B Trp., 1st Cav. encountered day long activity. At 0915 hours, the
troop came under attack with hand grenades while on a combat sweep 18 miles north-northwest of
Tam Ky, and it returned fire killing four VC and capturing a SKS rifle. The troop later killed three
more VC in three separate contacts 19-1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, and also found
another SKS rifle in heavy underbrush a mile north.

C Trp., 1st Cav. killed two more VC in a rice paddy six miles west of Tam Ky.

A "Blue Ghost" gunship of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed a lone VC among trees 15 miles north-
northwest of Tam Ky.

The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for one NVA and seven VC killed, and two weapons captured in
its area.

An NVA was killed when the recon patrol of the 4-31 Inf. engaged two, also capturing an AK-47
rifle and a SKS rifle in a mountainous region 24 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed one VC a mile away.

Eight VC carrying a large crate were spotted by Co. D, 1-52 Inf. which engaged them, killing two
and capturing the crate in the Khe Suoi Mountains 23-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Inside the
crate were 2,000 rounds of .51 caliber ammo and 100 rounds of AK-47 ammo.

Co. A, 1-52 Inf. engaged and killed another VC a half mile away.

Co. B, 1-46 Inf. killed a lone VC in triple-canopy jungle 11 miles southwest of Tam Ky and the
recon patrol of the 1-46 Inf. killed one VC when it engaged two in the jungle a half mile away.

Another VC was killed by Co. C, 3-21 Inf. in foothills 10-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

IRON MOUNTAIN--Besides the weapons cache found, one NVA and four VC were killed in the
11th Inf. Bde.'s area of operation.

The recon patrol of the 4-21 Inf. found a NVA who had been killed by artillery within the last 24
hours near a bunker where three tons of rice were found, which the patrol destroyed, 14-1/2 miles
northwest of Duc Pho. The patrol later engaged and killed two VC near the Ve River a half mile
away, and another VC was killed in the foothills above the river.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf. killed a VC along the beach seven miles southeast of Duc Pho.

GENEVA PARK-- "Aero Scouts" gunships of the 123 Avn. Bn. killed two VC in the 198th Inf.
Bde. area of operation 19 miles southwest of Chu Lai, for the only kills reported in the brigade area
Saturday.

Three Americal soldiers were killed and 19 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Moderate action prevailed in southern | Corps yesterday, with
Americal Division units reporting eight NVA and 47 VC killed, and three weapons captured in 26
contacts.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for eight NVA and 19 VC killed as well as one
weapon captured in widespread action in its area of operation.

Eleven VC were killed by "Firebirds" of the 71st Aslt. Hel. Co. in five combat assault missions in
a mountainous region 29 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

Besides killing one NVA, Co. D, 1-52 Inf. observed an 18-20 man NVA and VC force in
mountains 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky, and called in air strikes and artillery which killed six
NVA.

The recon patrol of the 1-46 Inf. killed one NVA when it engaged three in jungle covered foothills
10 miles southwest of Tam Ky. Earlier the patrol killed two VC when it engaged threein the same
vicinity.

Two more VC were killed and an M-1 carbine captured by F Trp., 17th Cav. in mountains 23-1/2
miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. A, 4-31 Inf. killed two VC with packs 26 miles west of Tam Ky, and Co. C, 3-21 Inf. killed two
in heavy jungle 12 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. reported 18 VC killed, and two weapons captured in its area.

For the third consecutive day, B Trp., 1st Cav. has encountered enemy activity on Barrier Island,
20 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky. Sunday, a Hoi Chanh showed the troops where enemy
bunkers were hidden among the four to eight foot high dikes which cover much of the island. The
troop killed 12 VC in bunkers and captured a BAR and a K-44 rifle that was in one of the bunkers.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed five more VC while flying in support of the 1st
Cav. in the same locale.

A Trp., 1st Cav. engaged three VC, killing one, in the same area.

GENEVA PARK--The nine VC killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area were killed by gunships.

Five VC were killed by two "Firebird" gunships of the 71st Aslt. Hel. Co., piloted by WO1 Lloyd
Gfeller, and WO1 Kelly McHugh, after the VC opened up on the gunships with small arms fire and
broke into the open from their hiding places among the thick underbrush 11 miles northeast of
Quang Ngai.

Four more VC were Killed by "Aeroscout” gunships of the 123rd Avn. Bn., when they engaged an
unknown size force in triple-canopy jungle 15-1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The recon patrol of the 11th Inf. bde.'s 4-21 Inf. killed a lone VC near the Ve
River, 11-1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho, for the only kill reported in the brigade area.

One Americal soldier was killed and 11 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report. Four Americal soldiers were reported missing in action.
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Action was light in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal Division
units reporting 28 VC killed and two crew-served weapons captured.

FREDERICK HILL--The 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. accounted for 16 VC killed and one weapon
captured.

Trps. A and B, 1st Cav. encountered VC forces for the fourth consecutive day on Barrier Island.
B Trp., 1st Cav. killed 10 VC on the dike covered island 20 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

A Trp., 1st Cav. killed three more VC in the general vicinity.

This gives B Trp., 1st Cav. a total of 27 VC killed and three weapons captured on the island
since Saturday, and A Trp., 1st Cav. has killed five NVA and nine VC, and captured two weapons.
"Blue Ghost" gunships have killed five VC in that area.

Three VC were killed by C Trp., 1st Cav. which also captured and then destroyed an RPG rocket
launcher five miles west of Tam Ky.

The 196th Inf. Bde. reported four VC killed and one weapon captured in its area of operation.

In the mountains 24 miles northwest of Tam Ky, Co. C, 1-52 Inf. engaged and killed two VC.

Another VC was killed by the recon patrol of the 3-21 Inf. during a sweep of jungle covered
foothills 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. A, 4-31 Inf. found a VC who had been killed by artillery a week ago in a small tunnel in a
mountainous region 26 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

F Trp., 17th Cav. engaged a seven man NVA force in mountains 23-1/2 miles west-northwest of
Tam Ky. A B-40 rocket launcher was captured.

GENEVA PARK--Seven VC were killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. when a ranger patrol of Co. G, 75th
Inf. observed a 50 man enemy force moving through the triple-canopy jungle 15-1/2 miles
northwest of Quang Ngai, and called in artillery on the force.

IRON MOUNTAIN--A VC was killed by a claymore mine after he set off a trip-flare while trying to
slip through the perimeter wire of the recon patrol of the 11th Inf. Bde.'s 4-21 Inf. at 1935 hours 11
miles northwest of Duc Pho

Five Americal soldiers were killed, and four wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report. Four Americal soldiers were reported missing in action the day
before.

NONMAILABLE MATTER

In addition to materials which cannot be sent through the domestic mails--such as poisons,
explosives, flammable material and alcoholic beverages-certain additional items are nhonmailable
to many military post offices. These include securities and currency, precious metals, cigarettes
and other tobacco products, and living plants. If in doubt about the mailability of an article, ask
your local postmaster.

THE PX: FACTS AND FANCIES

Questions are often asked from time to time about the Exchange. Here are a few:

Question: "The Exchange" often run short of good watches for sale, why don't they order
enough?"

Fact: Many of the watches stocked by the Vietham Regional Exchange have been off-shore
(non US) purchases. Such purchases must be limited in keeping with our Government program to
restrict the flow of US gold to foreign countries.

As a result, the supply has not been enough to meet demand. However, the Exchangeis
increasing its orders for US made watches, so the supply will increase.

Question: "Do Mobile Exchange snack bars frequently carry incomplete stocks?"

Fact: The Exchange's mobile snack bars must buy food items from Class | issue points, and are
dependent on available stocks there. If the issue point has been used its available fresh bread to
fill troop mess or open mess orders--no sandwiches for the mobile snack bar.
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MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER
Sweat
And
Live.
Take your salt tablets regularly.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Americal Division units reported nine NVA and 19 VC killed, three tons
of rice discovered, and two weapons captured in light action in southern | Corps yesterday.

FREDERICK HILL--The 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. was again busy on Barrier Island, Tuesday, with five
NVA and four VC killed.

B Trp., 1st Cav. engaged and killed five NVA in a bunker amid four to eight feet high dikes which
cover the island 16-1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

A Trp., 1st Cav. killed two VC in two separate actions a half mile north.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed two VC in a rice paddy on the island 14-1/2 miles
north-northwest of Tam Ky.

The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for three NVA and six VC killed, three tons of rice found, and one
weapon captured.

Co. B, 1-46 Inf. killed one NVA and found two more killed by gunships working with the company
in jungle covered foothills 13-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky. The company also found one VC
who had been killed by artillery in the same area.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed one VC when it engaged two in the afternoon 21-1/2 miles west-northwest
of Tam Ky. At 2330 hours, the company engaged three more VC killing one 24-1/2 miles west-
northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 1-46 Inf. killed a lone VC 13-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 1-52 Inf. killed a VC and captured his AK-47 rifle in a mountainous region 24 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 2-1 Inf. engaged three VC killing one 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

A unit from the 2-1 Inf. was working on a MEDCAP project in a village 17 miles northwest of Tam
Ky, which treated 170 Vietnamese. While it was treating the people, possible VC were being
guestioned, one of whom said he knew where a large amount of rice was buried. Popular Force
units went with the Vietnamese to an area not far from the village. They found 30 crocks of rice,
each weighing 200 pounds, buried under a hedgerow. The three tons of rice is to be extracted.

RUSSELL BEACH AND GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. reported nine VC killed in its
operation areas Tuesday.

In Operation Russell Beach, Co. E, 5-46 Inf. killed five VC after engaging an unknown size
enemy force 6-1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

The command and control helicopter of the 5-46 Inf., piloted by 1LT David L. Grieger
(Weatherford, Tex.) killed one VC in a rice paddy 11 miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

Co. B, 5-46 Inf. killed two more VC in the same area.

In Operation Geneva Park, Co. A, 4-3 Inf. killed one VC when it engaged two in the triple-canopy
jungle 8-1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The recon patrol of the 11th Inf. Bde.'s 4-21 Inf. killed a lone VC in the
foothills 12 miles northwest of Duc Pho, for the only Kill reported in the brigade area.

Co. B, 3-1 Inf. found a carbine which had been destroyed and an AK-47 bayonet 7-1/2 miles
south of Duc Pho.

Four Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an
initial report.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET

MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding; MAJ Paul B. Parham, IO; SP4 Paul Palmer, Editor
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212

This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division, APO 96374,
as an authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
Department of the Army.
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MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER
A bore cleaning job better follow the use of tracer ammo in your M16A1 rifle. KEEP IT CLEAN.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units reported 16 NVA and 22 VC killed, and one
weapon captured in light action in southern | Corps yesterday.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported killing seven NVA and 10 VC, and extracting 1-1/2 tons of
rice.

Co. B, 1-46 Inf. was on a search and clear mission 18 miles southwest of Tam Ky, when it observed an
unknown size enemy force moving through foothills and called air strikes which killed six NVA and eight VC.

Another NVA was killed by Co. D, 4-31 Inf. on a search and clear mission in mountains 21 miles west-
northwest of Tam Ky.

Co. B, 3-21 Inf. killed a lone VC in a mountainous region 25-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

Another VC was killed by Co. A, 1-46 Inf. six miles southwest of Tam Ky.

It seems as though an intelligence officer from the 2-1 Inf. has suddenly acquired a taste for rice. CPT.
Robert Netter (Kingston, N.Y.) was sitting on top of a dozen 100 pound bags of rice that had been unearthed
by Co. B, 2-1 Inf. working with local R.F.'s 19 miles northwest of LZ Baldy, 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky, it
came under intense automatic weapons fire. The sacks of rice CPT. Netter was sitting on absorbed the
rounds.

CPT. Netter said, "l was hugging the rice bags and darn glad they were there." He added, "I'll be happy to
eat rice very day from now on!"

Over a ton and a half of rice was extracted from cement crocks buried under hootches.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed five VC in five contacts on Barrier Island from 8-1/2 miles
north to 17-1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, from the only kills reported in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. area.

IRON MOUNTAIN--Nine NVA and two VC were reported killed in the 11th Inf. Bde.

While the recon patrol of the 4-21 Inf. was searching an area 10-1/2 miles west-northwest of Duc
Pho, it came under small arms fire which it returned killing two NVA. Four NVA were killed after
they threw hand grenades at the patrol from a bunker which was destroyed.

The patrol had earlier called artillery which killed two VC a half mile away.

GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. reported five VC killed as well as a weapon captured in its area.

Three VC were killed by Co. C, 4-3 Inf. 6-1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai. One VC was killed in the
underbrush and under a pile of rocks nearby the company found 230 rounds of 30 caliber ammo, 310 rounds
of M-16 ammao, as well as documents. Two more VC were killed when the bunker they were in was blown up
by a hand grenade. Co. B, 5-46 Inf. killed two VC and captured an AK-47 rifle eight miles northeast of Quang
Ngai.

Action was moderate to light in southern | Corps, with Americal Division units accounting for 75 NVA and
187 VC killed, and 55 weapons, five crew-served, captured.

The heaviest action was in the 196th Inf. Bde. area of Operation Frederick Hill, where 38 NVA and 66 VC
were killed, and 12 weapons captured, one crew-served.

"Firebird" gunships of the 71st Aslt. He. Co. killed 11 VC in five combat assault missions in a mountainous
region 29 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky, Sunday.

Co. B, 1-46 Inf. accounted for four NVA and six VC killed in its area of Operation Frederick Hill.

Most of the action was on Barrier Island where Trps. A and B, 1st Cav. met well entrenched NVA and VC
forces in five days of contact which began last Friday. A Trp., 1st Cav. accounted for five NVA and 10 VC
killed, and two weapons captured, B Trp., 1st Cav. killed five more NVA and 32 VC as well as capturing four
weapons, and "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed five VC while flying in support of the 1st Cav.
on the island.

"Blue Ghost" had a total of 28 VC killed in the area last week.

The 11th Inf. Bde. reported 35 NVA and 12 VC killed, and 32 weapons, three crew-served, captured in
Operation Iron Mountain.

Thursday, Co. C, 3-1 Inf. was on a combat assault mission in a valley 6-1/2 miles west of Duc Pho, when it
engaged enemy bunkers killing six NVA and capturing two 50 caliber machineguns.

"Aero Scout" gunships of the 123rd Avn. Bn. killed seven NVA a mile away.

Co. D, 3-1 Inf. killed nine more NVA as well as capturing an SKS rifle 3-1/2 miles west of Duc Pho.

Saturday, Co. C, 4-21 Inf. found a weapons cache on a search and clear mission 14 miles north-northwest
of Duc Pho. On the floor of a well camouflaged hootch the company found 26 weapons covered with grass
and other vegetation.

In the 198th Inf. Bde. 41 VC were killed and five weapons captured.

Tuesday, Co. E, 5-46 inf. killed five VC 6-1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

One Americal soldier was killed, and seven wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an
initial report. Twenty Americal soldiers were killed in the fighting last week.
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was light in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal Division
units reporting 20 NVA and 41 VC killed, and four weapons captured, one crew-served.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for 18 NVA and 18 VC killed, and two weapons
captured.

The recon patrol of the 4-21 Inf. found 18 NVA killed by air strikes that had been called into the
area 10-1/2 miles west-northwest of Duc Pho, the day before the patrol when it spotted an
unknown size enemy force moving through the jungle.

"Warlord" gunships of Co. B, 123rd Avn. Bn. killed 11 VC near the Vo River 14-1/2 miles
northwest of Duc Pho. Fifteen minutes later the "Warlords" killed eight more VC and captured an
AK-47 rifle and a M-79 grenade launcher a half mile away.

Three VC were killed by Co. D, 1-20 Inf. in a rice paddy three miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf. killed two on the coast seven miles southeast of Duc Pho, in two separate
actions.

Co. C, 1-20 Inf. killed one VC after engaging two on the coast 11-1/2 miles southeast of Duc
Pho.

A VC killed by artillery was found by Co. D, 4-21 Inf. in the triple-canopy jungle 12 miles west-
northwest of Duc Pho.

GENEVA PARK and RUSSELL BEACH---The 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for 10 VC killed in its
area of operation.

In Operation Geneva Park, Co. B, 5-46 Inf. found four VC in a tunnel it had blown the day before
eight miles north-northwest of Quang Ngai.

Co. C, 4-3 Inf. engaged and killed three more VC 9-1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

Co. C, 5-46 Inf. engaged five VC killing one and detaining a VC suspect six miles south of Chu
Lai.

Another VC was killed by H Trp., 17th Cav. in a rice paddy eight miles north-northwest of Quang
Ngai.

Using a hand grenade Co. A 5-46 Inf. killed a VC on the Batangan Peninsula 10 miles northeast
of Quang Ngai.

FREDERICK HILL---The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. reported 10 VC killed and two weapons captured in
its area.

C. Trp., 1st Cav. killed six VC in two separate contacts seven miles west of Tam Ky. In the first
contact, four VC were killed and an AK-47 rifle captured, in the other two VC were killed after the
troop engaged three, and a 57 caliber recoilless rifle was captured.

F Trp., 8th Cav.'s "Blue Ghost" gunships killed four VC in three contacts from nine miles north to
18 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

Two NVA and three VC were killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operation.

Two NVA were Killed after a ranger patrol of Co. G, 75th Inf. engaged 10 in the jungle covered
foothills 12-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. A, 4-31inf. killed two VC, one after engaging three in a mountainous region 23-1/2 miles
west of Tam Ky, and another in the same location later in the afternoon.

Co. C, 2-1 Inf. engaged eight VC killing one in heavy jungle 16 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Three Americal soldiers were killed and 13 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.

TERRORIST TACTICS
Recent intelligence reports and captured documents reveal the enemy has directed increased terrorist acts
against Allied servicemen and loyal civilians to counter his battlefield losses.
The establishment of terrorist goals for sapper units and the payment of rewards to individuals for
committing acts of assassination and sabotage are examples of this increased effort.
Recently the following tactics have been employed to accomplish such acts:
A. While riding motorcycles, terrorists will shoot or throw hand grenades into unsuspecting
groups of persons standing nearby.
B. Use of prostitutes to lure servicemen to insecure areas where they are captured or killed.
C. use of small children to place explosive charges on vehicles stopped in traffic or parked in
insecure locations.
When in public stay away from the crowds. Stay alert at all times. Beware of unknown areas.
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units encountered light action in southern | Corps
yesterday, reporting four NVA and 21 VC killed, and six weapons captured.

Sunday marked the second year of the U.S. Army operations in the | Corps tactical zone.
Americal Division, then Task Force Oregon, deployed into the Chu Lai area and began combat
operations on April 20, 1967.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for two NVA and 12 VC killed as well as three
weapons captured.

Air Force CPT. John P. Stitzel (Phoenix, Ariz.) flying a recon mission for Co. C, 1-20 Inf. directed
Air Force and Marine air strikes against an unknown size enemy force in a valley 12 miles
southeast of Duc Pho, which killed 11 VC and destroyed 19 structures. Co. C killed another VC a
half mile away near the coast.

Co. D, 4-21 Inf. killed two NVA in two separate contacts, also capturing an AK-47 rifle and a K-50
rifle 11 miles west-northwest of Duc Pho.

Another AK-47 rifle was found in underbrush near a mortar pit 10 miles west of Duc Pho.

FREDERICK HILL--Two NVA and four VC were killed, and three weapons captured in the 196th
Inf. Bde. area of operation.

Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed two NVA and one VC, as well as capturing an AK-47 rifle, and a M-1
carbine and a M-2 carbine in the triple-canopy jungle eight miles southwest of Tam Ky.

The recon patrol of the 4-31 Inf. killed three VC after engaging six NVA and VC in a mountainous
region 21-1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. reported "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killing five VC in three
contacts on Barrier Island 16 to 17 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. reported no incidents.

Nineteen Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an
initial report.
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Vol. 3 No. 113 Wednesday April 23, 1969
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Americal Division units reported 15 VC killed and 18 enemy suspects
detained in southern | Corps yesterday. All the kills occurred in operation Frederick Hill.

In a delayed report, Co. D of the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 2-1 Inf. found over 13 tons of unpolished rice
buried and camouflaged near a river 19 miles northwest of Tam Ky during a search and clear
operation Monday.

FREDERICK HILL--"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed all but one of the 15 VC
killed in the operation area.

In the 196th Inf. Bde. area eight VC were killed and four suspects detained.

F Trp. killed five VC in a rice paddy 11 miles west of Tam Ky. The gunships killed another VC in
the triple-canopy jungle 14 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky, and one near the Chang River 18
miles west of Tam Ky.

Co. C, 4-31 Inf. killed one VC as she ran from a hootch in a mountain region 25-1/2 miles west of
Tam Ky. The company also detained three VC suspects in the same area.

Co. D, 3-21 Inf. detained an enemy suspect 14-1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

In the 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. area, "Blue Ghosts" of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed seven VC in five contacts
on Barrier Island 9-1/2 miles north to 14 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

IRON MOUNTAIN--No enemy kills were reported in the 11th Inf. Bde. area but 10 suspects were
detained.

E Trp., 1st Cav. detained seven enemy suspects in a rice paddy not far from where the troop
found a mine three miles south of Duc Pho.

Co. A, 3-1 Inf. detained three more suspects a half mile away.

GENEVA PARK--Four enemy suspects were detained in the 198th Inf. Bde. area Tuesday.

Co. C, 1-6 Inf. detained two suspects while on a search and clear mission five miles west of Chu
Lai.

Co. C, 1-52 Inf. detained two suspects a half mile west.

Three Americal soldiers were killed and four were wounded and evacuated for medical
treatment, according to an initial report.
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Volume 3 No. 116 Americal Daily New Sheet Saturday April 26, 1968

FREDERICK HILL i The 196th Inf. Bde. reported three NVA and eight VC killed and one weapon
captured in its area of operation.

Co. D, 2-1 Inf. spotted 15 NVA in mountains 22 1/2 miles northwest of Tam Ky and killed one in a
light skirmish, after which the company called artillery which killed two more NVA.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. engaged five VC, killing four, in a mountainous region 21 miles west-northwest of
Tam Ky.

Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed a lone VC and captured an M-16 rile in a rice paddy 8 1/2 miles west of Tam
Ky.

One VC was killed when Co. C, 3-21 Inf. spotted two VC moving through the jungle-covered foothills
14 miles west of Tam Ky, and called artillery.

Co. D, 3-21 Inf. killed a VC trying to avoid the company in the dense jungle 14 miles westnorthwest
of Tam Ky.

Another VC was killed by Co. B, 1-46 Inf. while on a sweep of an area 14 miles southwest of Tam
Ky.

iBl ue Ghosto gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed thre
miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, on Barrier Island for the only kills reported in the 1st Sqgdn., 1stCav.
area Friday.

IRON MOUNTAIN-Co. B of t he -20Urf RkilledtwofVC aftBrebregaging 10 ih a rice
paddy 6 1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho, also capturing a weapon, for the only kills reported in the
brigade area.

Action the past week was light in southern | Corps, with Americal Division units accounting for 31
NVA and 131 VC killed, and 24 weapons, one crew-served, captured.

Sunday marked the second year of U.S. Army operations in the | Corps tactical zone. Americal
Division, then Task Force Oregon, deployed into the Chu Lai area and began combat operations on
April 20, 1967.

In Operation Frederick Hill, the 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for 10 NVA and 35 VC killed, 13 tons of
rice captured, and eight weapons captured.

Co. D, 2-1 Inf. found over 13 tons of unpolished rice buried and camouflaged near a river 19 miles
northwest of Tam Ky, during a search and clear operation Monday.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. had 37 VC killed in its area, as well as two weapons, one crewserved,
captur e d . ABl ue Ghosto gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. acc

In operation Iron Mountain, the 11th Inf. Bde accounted for 20 NVA and 35 VC killed, as well as
seven weapons captured.

The recon patrol of the 4-21 Inf., Saturday, found 18 NVA killed by air strikes that had been called
into the day before by the patrol when it spotted an unknown size force moving through the jungle.

In Operation Geneva Park and Russell Beach, one NVA and 24 VC were killed, and seven weapons
captured in the 198th Inf. Bde. area of operation.

Six Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial
report. Eleven Americal soldiers were killed in action last week.
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Vol. 3 No. 119 Tuesday April 29, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST 30 Apr 69
Partly cloudy, scattered rain,
isolated thundershowers over mountains.
High tomorrow 92
Low tonight 77
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was moderate in southern | Corps yesterday, with
Americal Division units reporting four NVA and 51 VC killed, nine suspects detained, and four
weapons captured.

FREDERICK HILL--Of the 25 VC killed in the 1st Sqgdn., 1st Cav. area, 23 were killed by "Blue
Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav.

The "Blue Ghost" gunships engaged an unknown size enemy force 15-1/2 miles north-northwest
of Tam Ky, which resulted in 17 VC killed. The gunships killed another VC about an hour later in
the same location. Two more VC were killed and an AK-47 rifle captured after the gunships
engaged three VC six miles south-southwest of Tam Ky. Three VC were killed in three separate
contacts from14 miles north-northwest to 15-1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed two VC in a rice paddy six miles south-southwest of Tam Ky.

The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for two NVA and 14 VC killed in its area of operation.

A "Blue Ghost" gunship of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed one NVA 7-1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 1-46 Inf. killed another NVA after engaging eight in the dense jungle 13-1/2 miles
southwest of Tam Ky. An M-1 carbine was also captured.

Co. B, 1-46 Inf. spotted 60 VC moving through the jungle covered foothills 17 miles southwest of
Tam Ky, and called in artillery which killed five of the enemy.

Co. A, 3-21 Inf. engaged and killed four VC during a sweep of the jungle nine miles west of Tam
Ky.

Two VC were killed in the triple-canopy jungle 19-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky, by Co. D, 4-31 Inf.

A lone VC was killed and his SKS rifle captured by the recon patrol of the 1-46 Inf. 14-1/2 miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

The command and control helicopter of the 4-31 Inf. killed a VC in a mountainous region 24
miles west-southwest of Tam Ky.

The recon patrol of the 2-1 Inf. killed one VC during a search and clear operation 15-1/2 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

IRON MOUNTAIN--Two NVA and 11 VC were killed in the 11th Inf. Bde. area, nine suspects
were detained.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. engaged and killed nine VC in rice paddies two
miles southwest of Duc Pho.

Two more VC were killed by Co. B, 1-20 Inf. in foothills 7-1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho, after it
received hand grenades from the two VC.

Co. D, 1-20 Inf. engaged two NVA killing one in a rice field below the foothills a mile away. An
AK-47 was captured in the incident.

Another NVA was killed nine miles southwest of Duc Pho, by Co. A, 4-3 Inf. Co. A also found a
small base camp 12 miles west of Duc Pho which had been abandoned for two to three months.

Co. A, 3-1 Inf. detained two enemy suspects on the beach 11 miles southwest of Duc Pho; one
had a false I.D. card. The company detained two more suspects near Lake An Khe, nine miles
southeast of Duc Pho.

E Trp., 1st Cav. detained five VC suspects during a search and clear mission 10 miles southeast
of Duc Pho.

GENEVA PARK-- The command and control helicopter for the 1-52 Inf. killed one VC seven
miles northwest of Quang Ngai, for the only reported kill in the 198th Inf. Bde. area Monday.

Two Americal soldiers were killed, and 21 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.



Vol. 3 No. 120 Wednesday April 30, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST 1 May 69
Partly cloudy, ground fog in the morning, scattered showers in the afternoon, winds southeast 5 to
10 knots with gusts to 15.
High 93 Low 77
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units reported one NVA and nine VC killed,
as well as two weapons captured in light action in southern | Corps yesterday.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for five VC killed and two weapons captured.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed three VC in three separate contacts, one in the mountains 18 miles west of
Tam Ky, where the company engaged two VC. Another VC was killed in a mountainous area 21
miles west of Tam Ky, and one was killed a half mile north.

The recon patrol from the 4-31 Inf. killed a VC after engaging two in the mountains 21 miles
west-northwest of Tam Ky.

A half mile away the recon patrol from the 4-31 Inf. killed a lone VC while making a sweep of the
mountainous region.

Co. A, 1-46 Inf. found an SKS rifle during a sweep of an area 14 miles southwest of Tam Ky, and
an MAS rifle was found hidden in underbrush a half mile away by Co. C, 1-46 Inf.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. reported three VC killed by "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav.
Two were killed in a rice paddy 5-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky, and the other killed in another rice
paddy eight miles west of Tam Ky, for the only kills in the area Tuesday.

IRON MOUNTAIN--One NVA and a VC were killed in the 11th Inf. Bde. area of operation.

Co. A, 1-20 Inf. was on a search and clear mission nine miles southwest of Duc Pho, when it
spotted two NVA in a rice paddy and engaged them killing one in a brief skirmish.

Co. A also found a small enemy base camp 11 miles southwest of Duc Pho, which consisted of
six hootches, 10 to 30 feet in size, and six bunkers. A search of the area turned up 16 targets with
stands, two SKS bayonets, and five crossbows.

An "Aero Scout” gunship from the 123rd Avn. Bn. killed a lone VC in the foothills 11-1/2 miles
west-northwest of Quang Ngai.

Co. A, 3-1 Inf. detained seven enemy suspects while on a sweep of the coast 10 miles southwest
of Duc Pho.

GENEVA PARK--There were no enemy Kills reported in the 198th Inf. Bde. area Tuesday, but
Co. B, 1-6 Inf. detained an enemy suspect without an I.D. card while on a search and clear mission
six miles southwest of Chu Lai.

One Americal soldier was killed, and four were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
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Vol. 3 No. 121 Thursday May 1, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST 2 May
Partly to mostly cloudy with thunder showers over the mountains.

High91 Low 77 -- Temp. High 98 Low 55- Humidity
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Action was light to moderate in southern
| Corps yesterday, with Americal Division units reporting six NVA and 37 VC killed, nine weapons
captured, and 1,200 pounds of rice found.

FREDERICK HILL-- The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. reported 23 VC were killed in its area of operation.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed 16 VC in 10 contacts. Four VC were killed in a rice
paddy 7 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky, and three were killed among pine shrubs 12 1/2 miles
north-northwest of Tam Ky. Nine more were Kkilled in widespread actions from eight miles west
northwest to 15 1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed seven VC in skirmishes on Barrier Island from 11 miles north-
northwest to 12 1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for four NVA and 10 VC killed, and eight weapons captured in its area
of operation.

Four VC were killed when the recon patrol of the 4-31 Inf. engaged an estimated squad size enemy
force in a mountainous region 20 1/2 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

F Trp., 17th Cav. killed two NVA and captured their SKS rifles during a search and clear operation in
the foot-hills 15 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

F Trp. also killed a VC while working an area 10 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

The recon patrol of the 1-46 Inf. engaged three NVA killing one and capturing his AK-47 rifle 15 1/2
miles south-southwest of Tam Ky. A half mile away the patrol killed a VC after engaging two as well
as capturing another AK-47 rifle.

Co. C, 1-46 Inf. killed one NVA and captured an AK-50 rifle during a sweep a mile northwest.

The recon patrol of the 3-21 Inf. killed a VC and captured two AK-47 rifles 15 miles south-southwest
of Tam Ky.

Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed a lone VC during a search and clear mission 15 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

A "Blue Ghost" gunship from F Trp., 8th Cav. killed another VC in the jungle 15 miles northwest of
Tam Ky.

Co. A, 1-46 Inf. found what is believed to be an NVA hospital 15 1/2 miles south-southwest of Tam
Ky. The company found 15 hootches which had bandages, medical supplies, NVA uniforms, and
nurses uniforms. Also found was a rusty 45 caliber pistol and five Chicom grenades.

Co. A, 2-1 Inf. killed a VC 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. reported two NVA and four VC were Kkilled in its area of
operation as well as one weapon captured.

Three VC were killed by artillery 14 1/2 miles southwest of Duc Pho, after a ranger patrol form Co.
G, 75 Inf. had observed eight VC while working in the brigade area.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf. found the graves of two NVA who had been killed recently by small arms fire seven
miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Co. B also found a small enemy base camp with 10 hootches and natural rock fortification for
protection in the same area.

Co. B, 4-3 Inf. killed a VC 13 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

GENEVA PARK--No enemy kills were reported in the 198th Inf. Bde. area, but Co. B, 1-52 Inf. found
1,200 pounds of rice buried under hootches, during a search of an area six miles northwest of Quang
Ngai.

* k k k%

Seven Americal soldiers were killed and 19 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.



Vol. 3. No. 122 Friday May 2, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT May 3

Partly cloudy, over mountains mostly cloudy with showers. Light winds morning and night blowing

east-southeast by afternoon 8 to 10 knots with gusts 18 to 22. Tmp. H92 L-77; Humidity H-95 L-55.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10)--Light action prevailed in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal
Division units reporting one NVA and 22 VC killed. Operation Frederick Hill reported all the kills.

FREDERICK HILL--The 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. accounted for 17 VC killed in its area of operation.

B Trp., 1st Cav. battled enemy forces for the second consecutive day on Barrier Island killing 16 VC
in five engagements within a half mile of each other 9 1/2 miles north of Tam Ky.

A "Blue Ghost" gunship from F Trp., 8th Cav. killed a lone VC in a rice paddy 9 1/2 miles northwest
of Tam Ky.

One NVA and five VC were killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. area Thursday.

Three VC were killed by the recon patrol of the 3-21 Inf. in the jungle covered foothills 15 miles west-
northwest of Tam Ky.

The 4-31 Inf.'s recon patrol engaged five VC in a mountainous region 21 miles west-northwest of
Tam Ky, killing one.

A ranger patrol from Co. G, 75 Inf. spotted three VC and engaged them killing one, 10 1/2 miles
south of Tam Ky.

An NVA killed recently by small arms fire was found in the triple-canopy jungle 16 miles southwest of
Tam Ky, by the recon patrol of the 1-46 Inf.

Co. B, 1-46 Inf. found seven well camouflaged hootches 18 miles southwest of Tam Ky, with 1,500
pounds of corn and another 1,500 pounds of rice in them, which was destroyed, as well as documents
which were extracted.

GENEVA PARK--Again there were no enemy kills in the 198th Inf. Bde. area Thursday.

Collection of armaments under the VIP program totaled 50 rounds of 105 ammo, 21 rounds of 155
ammo, 10 eight inch rounds, and 30 claymore mines Thursday.

IRON MOUNTAIN-The 11th Inf. Bde. had a light day of action without any enemy kills reported.

"Warlord" gunships of Co. B, 123rd Avn. Bn. destroyed three hootches and a camouflaged well, as
well as finding a cage full of monkeys in an area 12 miles southwest of Duc Pho.

Co. A, 1-20 Inf. found and destroyed eight bunkers and five underground hootches 11 miles
southwest of Duc Pho.

Thirteen Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an
initial report.

QUESTION BOX
Q. Are my Savings Bonds and Freedom Shares taxable?
A. the interest obtained is subjected to Federal income tax, but not to state or local tax.

*k%k
Q. How will the Active Army 150-day early release program affect the individual Reservists who has
been assigned as an individual replacement from STRAF units to Vietnam.
A. ALL USAR/ARNGUS personnel returning from Vietnam after a normal tour of one year are
authorized release upon their return.

WOW! 61,000

Since November 1966, nearly 61,000 Army officers and enlisted men have extended their Vietham
tours of duty by six months or more. More than 10,000 of these extensions occurred during the last
three months of 1968.



Vol. 3. No. 123 Saturday May 3, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT May 4
Partly Cloudy, warmer tomorrow, showers in the mountains during the afternoon. Winds southeast
gusting to 20 knots by noon.
Temp. H93 L 55 Humidity H 95 L 55
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units encountered light action in southern | Corps
yesterday, with a reported 19 VC killed and two weapons captured.

GENEVA PARK --The 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for seven VC killed
in its area of operation.

Co. B, 1-52 Inf. killed two VC during a search and clear operation 14 1/2 miles west-northwest of
Quang Ngai, where the company later found two more VC who had been killed by gunships.

Co. D, 1-52 Inf. killed another VC while working in the vicinity.

Co. A, 5-46 Inf. engaged four VC, killing one, in a rice paddy 7 1/2 miles northeast of Quang Ngai. A
short while later, the company engaged an unknown size force in the same location killing another
VC.

IRON MOUNTAIN--Five VC were killed when the recon patrol from the 11th Inf. Bde.'s 3-1 Inf.
engaged seven among hootches along Highway 1, 9 1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho, for the only kills
reported in the brigade area.

Co. C, 4-21 Inf. engaged an unknown size force 12 miles southwest of Duc Pho and followed blood
trails to a wounded NVA who was detained.

FREDERICK HILL--"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed four VC in the 1st Sqdn., 1st
Cav. area eight miles west of Tam Ky.

In a delayed report, C Trp., 1st Cav. found an AK-47 rifle and a carbine in a tunnel it was searching
Thursday, five miles west of Tam Ky.

Three VC were killed in two contacts in the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operation.

Two VC were killed by Co. B, 1-46 Inf. in the foothills 16 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, where the
company found and destroyed five hootches.

Co. B, 4-31 Inf. engaged two VC, killing one with a pack, in a mountainous region 22 1/2 miles west
of Tam Ky.

Three Americal soldiers were killed and 13 were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report. Sixteen Americal soldiers were killed in action last week.

Action the past week was mostly light in southern | Corps, with Americal Division troops accounting
for 16 NVA and 164 VC killed, and 25 weapons, two crew-served, captured.

In Operation Frederick Hill, the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. reported killing 77 VC and capturing three
weapons.

"Blue Ghost" gunships from F Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for 50 of the VC killed. The gunships killed
17 after engaging an unknown size enemy force 15 1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, Monday.

Eight NVA and 43 VC were killed by units from the 196th Inf. Bde. as well as 18 weapons captured,
two of which were crew-served.

Sunday, Co. A, 1-46 Inf. found an enemy base camp just hours after the NVA had abandoned it.
The camp consisted of three hootches, 300 meters of tunnels, and caves inwhich the company found
four individual weapons with 16,320 rounds of small arms ammo, two complete 82mm mortars with 84
rounds of 82mm mortar ammo, 10 RPG rounds, and 124 rounds of 60mm mortar ammo.

The area was well hidden in the rugged terrain 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

In Operation Iron Mountain, the 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for eight NVA and 25 VC killed, and three
weapons captured.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. engaged and killed nine VC two miles southwest of Duc
Pho, Monday.

The 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for 19 VC killed and one weapon captured in widespread action in its
areas of operation in Geneva Park and Russell Beach.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding; MAJ Paul B. Parham, IO ; SP4 Paul Palmer, Editor
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10,
Americal Division APO 96374, as an authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are
not necessarily those of the Department of the Army.



Vol. 3 No. 124 Sunday May 4, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 5

Fair to partly cloudy. Winds southeasterly morning and night. In afternoon winds 8 to 12 knots
gusting 18 to 22. Temp. H94 L77 Humidity H% L 55

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL IO)--Action in southern | Corps was light yesterday, with Americal Division
units reporting six NVA and 32 VC killed, as well as six weapons captured.

FREDERICK HILL- The 196th Inf. Bde accounted for five NVA and eight VC killed, and two
weapons captured in its area of operation.

At 0730 hours, Co. B, 3-21 Inf. encountered 25 NVA soldiers in a brief skirmish 11 miles west
northwest of Tam Ky, killing four of the enemy. In the afternoon, the company engaged and killed a
lone VC in the same vicinity.

Co. A, 1-46 Inf. killed another NVA after engaging two, also capturing an AK-47 rifle in the triple
canopy jungle 14 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. B, 1-46 Inf. killed one VC where it found two VC who had been killed by gunships flying in the
area day before 17 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. D 1-46 Inf. found a carbine during a search of an area 16 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. B, 4-31 Inf. engaged four VC killing two in a mountainous region 24 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

The recon patrol of 2-1 Inf. spotted and engaged five VC in the dense jungle 18 miles northwest of
Tam Ky, killing one.

A "Blue Ghost" gunship from F Trp., 8th Cav. killed one VC after engaging three in a rocky area 11
1/2 miles south-southwest of Tam Ky.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. also accounted for three of the four VC killed in the 1st
Sqdn., 1st Cav. area.

The three VC were killed in three contacts from 6 1/2 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky, where C
Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed one VC, to 15 1/2 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

IRON MOUNTAIN-One NVA and 10 VC were killed in the 11th Inf. Bde. area of operation Saturday.

A FAC airplane, flown by MAJ Donald L. Mrugatroyd, directed air strikes against a 15 man VC force
5 1/2 miles south-southeast of Duc Pho, which resulted in five VC killed.

Co. B, 3-1 Inf. working with E Trp., 1st Cav. near Lake Lam Binh, four miles southeast of Duc Pho,
killed two VC. E Trp. killed another VC after engaging two.

Co. A, 3-1 Inf. killed two VC in a skirmish among hootches four miles south-southeast of Duc Pho.

An NVA was killed and his AK-47 rifle captured by Co. A, 4-3 Inf. during action 9 1/2 miles west-
northwest of Duc Pho.

GENEVA PARK and RUSSELL BEACH-The 198th Inf. Bde. reported 10 VC killed and three
weapons captured in its areas of operation.

In Operation Geneva Park, Co. A, 546 Inf. engaged five to six VC in a rice paddy seven miles
northeast of Quang Ngai, killing three.

The command and control helicopter for the 5-46 Inf. killed another VC in the vicinity.

Co. D, 1-52 Inf. engaged a two or three man force Kkilling two VC and capturing two K-44 rifles 16
1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai.

The second platoon of H Trp., 17th Cav., led by PSG S. Zernell (Glendale Pa.) destroyed four
bunkers, five foot square, and three spider holes during a search of an area seven miles southwest of
Chu Lai.

Co. A, 5-46 Inf. killed three more VC and captured an AK-47 rifle in the Operation Russell Beach
area six miles east-northeast of Quang Ngai.

A VC was killed when Co. C, 5-46 Inf. engaged three on the Batangan Peninsula 11 miles northeast
of Quang Ngai.

One Americal soldier was killed, and 17 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to
an initial report.

CULTURAL HINT OF THE DAY
The word "Yeah" sounds like our word "Yeah", however, it does not mean yes! In Vietnam it means
"I am listening." It does not convey agreement, consent, or comprehension. G5



Vol. 3 No. 125 Monday May 5, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 6

Fair to partly cloudy. Winds will continue from southeast to easterly direction 5 to 10 knots gusting to
18 knots in the afternoon. Temperature: High in mid 90's Low in high 70's

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10)--Light action prevailed in southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal
Division unit's reporting three NVA and 13 VC killed, and four weapons captured.

GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for one NVA and six VC killed along with one
weapon captured.

Three of the VC were killed by the utility helicopter for the 1-52 Inf. in jungle covered foothills 11
miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

The command and control helicopter for the 5-46 Inf. killed two VC in a rice paddy six miles
northeast of Quang Ngai.

Co. B, 1-52 Inf. engaged and killed an NVA and captured his AK-47 rifle during a search of an
areal5 1/2 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai.

Co. D, 1-52 Inf. killed another VC after engaging three in the same area, where it also found and
destroyed a hootch with three tons of salt in it.

FREDERICK HILL--Two NVA and four VC were killed, and three weapons captured in the 196th Inf.
Bde. area.

Co. D, 1-46 Inf. killed one NVA and captured his AK-47 rifle 16 miles southwest of Tam Ky, where
the company found an NVA who had been killed by air strikes two or three days ago.

Co. B, 4-31 Inf. engaged four VC, killing two and capturing two AK-47 rifles, as well as detaining a
wounded VC suspect in a mountainous region 20 miles west of Tam Ky. Later the company killed
another VC in the mountains 25 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

A "Blue Ghost" gunship from F Trp.., 8th Cav. killed one VC in the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., 1st Cav. area
eight miles west of Tam Ky.

IRON MOUNTAIN- Co. D, of the 11th Inf. Bde.'s 1-20 Inf. engaged three VC killing two in a rice
paddy five miles north of Duc Pho, for the only kills reported in the brigade area.

Four Americal soldiers were killed, and four wounded and evacuated for medical treatment,
according to an initial report.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
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This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division, APO 96374, as
an authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
Department of the Army.
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* CULTURAL HINT OF THE DAY
Many Americans find it difficult to accept the courtesies they receive when invited to a Viethamese
home or festivity. However, it is proper to accept such courtesies graciously.

THE ENEMY YOU FACE

HIS STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES

The enemy's strengths stem largely from effective unconventional tactics, discipline and intimate knowledge of
the terrain. Masters at living off the land, the enemy is able to hide among the peaple, in the jungle or in the rural
landscape. His ability to withstand hardships and his patient attitude toward life are also assets.

A major weakness is that he is losing increasing numbers of skilled and dedicated soldiers, and replacements
are hard to find. Another weakness is that many of the rank and file soldiers are essentially captives recruited and
involuntarily held in the armed forces.

A formidable enemy who must not be underestimated, the Communist soldier is becoming increasingly hard-
pressed and desperate in his war in the South. How long he will continue to remain as an effective fighting force
is anybody's guess. USARV FACT SHEET 12-69



Vol. 3 No. 129 Friday May 9, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 9

Partly cloudy, light winds blowing from the southeast 8 to 12 knots gusting to 18 knots by afternoon.
Isolated showers over the mountains. Temperature: H94 L 78

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Americal Division units encountered light action in southern | Corps
yesterday, with a reported five NVA and nine VC killed, along with four weapons captured.

More refugees returned to Hiep Duc with assistance from units for the 196th Inf. Bde. Thursday 350
refugees began the first leg of the two day return trip 1 the Hiep Duc Valley, their home until enemy
terrorists forced them to leave four years ago.

The refugees departed Tam Ky to join the 2,700 Vietnamese that have already moved back into the
valley. An estimated 5,700 more are scheduled to follow them in the months to come.

"We've got plans for roads, a school, and a hospital,” said MAJ James K. Allison (Ocilla, Ga.), 4-31
Inf.'s civil affairs officer, "I feel 1,750 Viethnamese coming out of the mountains after four years of
eking a living out of the land and suffering VC and NVA terrorism to join our settlement is a testament
to the success of the program.”

IRON MOUNTAIN--Five NVA and two VC were killed, and one weapon
captured in the 11th Inf. Bde. area Thursday.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf. found the graves of four NVA who had been killed by artillery within the last 24
hours, during a sweep of an area seven miles northwest of Duc Pho.

An NVA was killed by Co. A, 4-21 Inf. and his AK-47 rifle captured during a search and clear mission
in the mountains nine miles southwest of Duc Pho.

Co. A also found two base camps, one was 11 miles southwest of Duc Pho, and consisted of 14
bunkers with overhead coverings and tunnels which were destroyed. The other camp was a half mile
away and had 18 bunkers and several huts, a mess hall and a kitchen and it was also destroyed.

The recon patrol from 3-1 Inf. engaged and killed two VC near Lake Nuoc Man, 10 miles southeast
of Duc Pho.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for seven VC killed and three weapons captured
in its area of operation.

Co. B, 1-46 Inf. killed four VC in two contacts 17 1/2 miles southwest of Tam Ky, three were killed
after the company engaged six, also capturing an AK-47 rifle, an SKS rifle, and a Chicom .53 caliber
rifle. The company killed another twenty minutes later after engaging seven.

Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed one VC in a mountain region 22 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky, near where
Co. C, 3-21 Inf. found a VC who had been killed earlier that morning by artillery fire. Later Co. A
engaged two VC killing one two miles north.

GENEVA PARK--Activity was light in the 198th Inf. Bde. area without any enemy kills reported.

Nine Americal soldiers were wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an initial
report.

Late report of 1-46 Inf. weapons find on page 2.

While working with the 4-5 ARVN Regt., the 1-46 Inf. discovered two more weapons caches
Thursday 16 miles south of Tam Ky.

The unit found 35 new SKS rifles, 44 RPG rounds, 112 82mm mortar rounds, some RR rounds,
rocket tubes, and Chicom grenades.

The weapons were found in scattered hootches built into the triple canopy jungle.

"The rifles were not even unwrapped,” remarked 1LT Walter Brownlee (Mercas, Ohio) commanding
officer of Co. C.

"We were moving through the area pretty easily, and only received a little sniper fire," he continued,
"We found a hut with a false floor, and under it were 10 new SKS rifles and the rest of the stuff."

Five huts away the company made a second weapons find hidden in the same way.

"We knew it was here; we have been getting sniper for some time," added 1LT Marshall Cooper
(Hambarge, N.Y.).

SERGEANT REUP SAYS
Do you have an aptitude for electronics?
Tomorrows critical skills in civilian life are being taught in today's Amy. See your Career Counselor.



Vol. 3 No. 131 Sunday May 11, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 12

Fair to partly cloudy, winds blowing from the southeast 10 knots gusting 18-20 in afternoon. Isolated showers in
the area. Temperature H95 L 78 Humidity H 95% L 55%

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Light action prevailed in the southern | Corps yesterday, with Americal Division
units reporting 25 NVA and 18 VC killed in 14 contacts.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. reported 25 NVA and eight VC killed in its area of operation.

The 1-4 ARVN Regt. reported the finding of 25 NVA soldiers who had been killed by air strikes within the last 24
hours in the mountains 12 miles west of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 3-1 Inf. was on a search and clear operation with E Trp., 1st Cav. near the coast six to 8 1/2 miles
southeast of Duc Pho. Co. B found two VC killed earlier by mortar fire six miles southeast of Duc Pho, near where
it found one VC in a shallow grave who had been killed two to three days ago by small arms fire. Later the
company engaged and killed a VC in a bunker near Lake Ankhem 8 1/2 miles southeast of Duc Pho, nearby E
Trp., 1st Cav. killed and VC. (huh??)

The recon patrol of the 3-1 Inf. killed another VC along the coast 10 miles southeast of Duc Pho.

A "Shark" gunship form the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. engaged and killed two VC in a rice paddy 5 1/2 miles north of
Duc Pho.

Co. A, 4-21 Inf. was on a search and clear mission 11 miles west-south-west of Duc Pho, when it came on to an
enemy base camp with 35 bunkers and a mess hall with two stoves. A search turned up 50 training hand
grenades and 16 training mortar tubes all made of wood, plus a small ammo cache with 200 boxes of SKS and
.51 caliber ammo with 270 rounds in each box, 12 rifle firing grenades, 12 rounds of 82mm mortar, five 60 mm
mortar rounds, and one bicycle. Nearby was another cache with 6,070 rounds of .51 caliber ammo, 15,800 boxes
of SKS ammo, 12 hand grenades, and seven rounds of ..75 aaliber recoilless rifle ammo.

Co. A, 1-20 Inf. found and destroyed 4-50,000 pounds of polished rice and 20 pounds of marijuana during a
search of an area 5 1/2 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

FREDERICK HILL-Eight VC were killed in action in the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operation.

Co. A, 3-21 Inf. killed four VC in two contacts in the mountains 20 1/2 miles west-southwest of Tam Ky. A mile
away it found a VC classroom 15 by 30 feet in size, with benches and a blackboard. Drawings on the blackboard
indicated that classes had been held on hand to hand combat. The company questioned people from a nearby
village and detained two VC suspects.

A mile north from where Co. A killed the VC, Co. B, 3-21 Inf. engaged and killed one.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. killed two VC in two contacts one 14 1/2 miles westnorthwest of Tam
Ky, and the other 11 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Co D, 4-31 Inf. killed a lone VC in a mountainous region 24 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

GENEVA PARK--A ranger patrol from Co. G, 75 Inf. was working an area 11 1/2 miles west of Chu Lai, when it
spotted a small base camp with 30 VC in it. Three of the VC were crossing a river near the patrol and it went after
them. The patrol killed two of the VC and were after the third when it started receiving fire from the base camp
and called in helicopters which extracted the patrol.

Action the past week was mostly light in southern | Corps, with Americal
Division troops accounting for 58 NVA and 79 VC killed, and 100 weapons, 15 crew-served.

In Operation Frederick Hill,,Co. C 1-46 Inf. discovered two caches during a sweep of an area 16 1/2 miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

Found were two U.S. carbines, 10 K-44 rifles and a 122mm rocket.

Later the company uncovered an M-16 rifle, a Swiss .45 caliber machinegun, a Chicom machinegun, two M-1
carbines, and 29 SKS rifles.

The cache also included 55 rounds of 57mm RR ammo, 44 RPG rounds, 1,680 Chicom hand grenades, 10
cases of blasting caps, 26 cases of AK-47 ammo, 72 cases of .30 caliber ammo two cases of .51 caliber ammo
and three bags of flake powder.

More refugees returned to the Hiep Duc Valley with the assistance of units from the 196th Inf. Bde. on Thursday.

They had been forced to leave their homes because of terrorists attacks by VC and NVA.

The 11th Inf. Bde. netted 34 NVA, 45 VC and seven weapons captured.

The 196th Inf. Bde. killed 25 VC 16 NVA and uncovered large weapons caches.

Ten NVA and 11 VC were killed in the 198th Bde.'s area of Geneva Pak and Russell Beach, 11 weapons were
captured.

Six VC were reported killed in scattered action by the 1st Sqdn. 1st Cav.

Three Americal soldiers were killed and 10 wounded and evacuated for medical treatment, according to an
initial report. Sixteen Americal soldiers were killed in action last week.




Vol. 3 No. 132 Monday May 12, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 13

Partly cloudy with isolated showers over the mountains and along the coast. Winds southeast
blowing 10 to 15 knots gusting 15 to 25 knots in the afternoon. Temperature H95 L 78
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 1I0)--Light action prevailed in southern | Corps yesterday with the Americal
Division units reporting 40 NVA and 12 VC killed.

Widespread attacks over the southern | Corps area began at 0100 this morning. Fifty-seven enemy
were killed as they attempted ground probes on four locations.

At 0310 this morning the Chu Lai Defense Command area received less than 10 122mm rockets.

IRON MOUNTAIN-The 11th Inf. Bde. reported 40 NVA and two VC killed in its area of operation.

The 1-4 ARVN Regt. reported finding 40 NVA soldiers who had been killed by air strikes within the
last 24 hours in the mountains 12 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 3-1 Inf. killed two VC several hours apart on the coast 11 miles southeast of Duc Pho.

A large canned food cache was found by Co. A, 4-3 Inf. buried in the ground 13 miles northwest of
Duc Pho. Found were 760 five oz. and 126 15 oz. cans of mackerel, 68 one pound cans of ham, 29
15 oz. cans of sardines, 61 cans of lunch meat and 604 two-pound bags of salt.

Co. A 4-21 Inf. was on a search and clear mission 10 miles southwest of Duc Pho, when it came
upon three hootches that contained 1500 pounds of unpolished rice and one khaki uniform.

FREDERICK HILL--A possible POW camp composed of hootches and bunkers was discovered by
Co. B, 3-21 Inf. 24 miles west of Tam Ky. Searching the area they also found a quantity of
documents. Moving out of the woodline into an area of rice paddies the "Gimlets" found a hootch
containing VC pamphlets, tax receipts, expended .30 and .20 caliber rounds and a small amount of
medical equipment.

The command and control helicopter of 1-46 Inf. engaged and killed three VC 19 1/2 miles west-
southwest of Tam Ky.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. while on a search and clear mission 24 miles west of Tam Ky, engaged and killed
two VC.

The recon patrol of 2-1 Inf. found seven graves of which four were used to store rice. In all 3050
pounds were uncovered.

Two NVA soldiers in green uniforms approached Co. A, 4-31 Inf. wanting to Hoi Chanh.

The 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. accounted for four VC killed in its area of operation. Three of the kills were
by B Trp. 12 miles north of Tam Ky. A Trp. engaged and killed the other VC 17 miles north-northwest
of Tam Ky.

GENEVA PARK--The recon patrol of the 1-52 Inf. reported the only kill in the 198th area of operation
when they engaged and killed one VC with small arms fire, 8 1/2 miles northwest of Quang Ngai. A
further check of the area turned up three Chicom hand grenades.

CULTURAL HINT OF THE DAY

It is not proper to shake hands with a woman or a girl unless she offers her hand first.

*kkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkk
SERGEANT REUP SAYS
We have a good reenlistment program. Get those potential reenlistees to Re-up. Make our
reenlistment effort a success...The Best in the Army!

WRAPPING OF REGISTERED MAIL

When mailing registered letter and parcels, you must comply with all postal regulations.

You must use heavy brown paper and brown paper tape on your mail. Do not use tapes that won't
absorb a postmark such as cellophane or masking tape.

And don't forget to bind all your packages with heavy string or twine.



Vol. 3 No. 133 Tuesday May 13, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 14

Fair to partly cloudy, southeast winds to 10 knots, gusts to 20 knots in afternoon, a few showers possible over the
mountains with a slight chance locally.

Temperatures: H96 L 79

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--A marked increase in activity prevailed throughout southern | Corps
yesterday as Americal Division units reported killing 112 NVA and 60 VC, capturing 60 weapons, 11
crew-served.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for 71 NVA, 3 VC killed, and 28 weapons, 3
crew-served captured in its area of operation.

At LZ Baldy, 2-1 Inf. defended the 196th Inf. Bde. Hgs. repelling an NVA sapper attack early Monday
morning. Forty NVA were killed and 13 weapons and a large number of munitions were captured.

A barrage of RPG rounds, satchel charges, and grenades along with 8 to 10 mortar rounds hailed in
on the camp.

Stiff resistance met the enemy assault as the alert fire support base units stemmed the inward flow
of the enemy, and erased all routes of escape to the sappers.

Co.'s A and D, 1-46 Inf. killed 26 NVA, captured 12 weapons, two crew-served at LZ Professional
while at LZ Center, the 3-21 Inf. accounted for four NVA killed and two weapons captured, one crew-
served.

In rapid succession Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed three VC, and Co. B, 1-46 Inf. found and destroyed a 12
gauge shotgun.

Late in the day F Trp., 17th Cav. killed a NVA near LZ Baldy.

IRON MOUNTAIN--Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed 41 NVA and 24 VC and captured 16 weapons,
three crew-served.

Embattled artillerymen, protecting their perimeter while firing two key missions, killed 23 VC and
detained one while beating back a company size sapper attack at LZ Snoopy nine miles northwest of
Duc Pho.

Btry. B, 1-82 Arty. positioned on the LZ with a platoon from Co. C, 39th Engr. Bn. was firing
illumination and counter-mortar missions with its four 155mm howitzer sections when the attack
began.

Btry. B. defenders met the attack with controlled small arms fire along a bunker line leading to its
gun parapets. Two sappers reached the protective wall but were killed by cannoneer SP4 Bobby J.
Stafford, (Peel, Ark.).

Trp. E, 1st Cav. working with Co. C 3-1 Inf. engaged and killed 17 NVA in rice paddies 6 miles
southeast of Duc Pho and captured a RPG launcher. It also discovered two NVA killed by artillery fire.

In the same area Co. C tallied 8 more NVA and a VC killed.

Co. D., 3-1 Inf. killed nine NVA and captured five weapons including a .30 caliber machinegun.

Three NVA were killed by Co. B, 3-1 Inf. also capturing an AK-47 rifle and two machineguns.

Co. A, 3-1 Inf. killed another NVA in a rice paddy nine miles southeast of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 4-3 Inf. killed one NVA and captured his SKS rifle.

GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for 33 VC killed, and 11 weapons, 5 crew-served,
were captured.

The 1-52 Inf. repulsed a combined mortar and ground attack at LZ Buff early Monday morning,
killing 27 VC and capturing four AK-47 rifles.

The LZ was hit with a mortar barrage of 100 to 150 rounds, and a ground attack by two VC
companies.

Btry. D, 1-14 Arty. firing on a flat trajectory helped the infantryman rout the enemy.

"Shortly after it started we had everything out there except B-52s and tanks," said SP4 David Gyllis,
(Longview, Tex.), a member of the 198th M.I. team.

In addition to the rifles, 96 Chicom grenades and 18 rockets were found.

Co. D, 5-46 Inf. killed four VC and captured an AK-47 and three RPGs.

Co. C, 1-52 Inf. liquidated a VC carrying medical supplies with a grenade.

Recon, 1-52 Inf. returning sniper fire killing the VC and capturing his weapon.

CULTURAL HINT OF THE DAY
Do know the religion of your Vietnamese friends and associates. Treat Catholic worship and customs in the
same way you would in the United States.



Vol. 3 No. 134 Wednesday May 14 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 15
Fair to partly cloudy, winds blowing east-southeast 5 to 10 knots and gusting to 20 knots in afternoon.
Probable thundershowers over mountains. Temperature: H96 L 80
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Enemy activity decreased in the past 24 hours in the Americal Division.
Units reported killing 47 NVA and 40 VC and 18 weapons, three crew-served, were captured.

IRON MOUNTAIN--"Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. reported 40 NVA and 12 VC killed in southern
Quang Ngai province yesterday. Six weapons, one crew-served, were captured.

Air strikes accounted for a large portion of the enemy Kkills in the bde.'s area.

Elements of the 1-4 ARVN Regt. and 4-3 Inf. reported 25 NVA killed by air strikes, 14 miles northwest of Duc
Pho.

Co. C, 3-1 Inf. reported finding five NVA killed by air strikes and three more killed by air strikes and three more
killed by small arms fire, five miles south of Duc Pho. At 1010 hours the same unit engaged and killed eight VC
half a mile away.

After receiving RPGs and small arms fire, Co. B, 1-20 Inf. returned fire to kill four NVA, three miles west of Duc
Pho.

Three VC were killed by Co. C, 1-20 Inf. who was on a search and clear mission with E Trp., 1st Cav. in fields
five miles west of Duc Pho. Earlier the Cav. unit found one AK-47, one M-1 carbine and a M-14 rifle.

Thirteen miles northwest of Duc Pho Co. A, 4-3 Inf. found two NVA killed by air strikes and captured an AK-47
rifle. The unit later found one RPG launcher and seven rounds, two Chicom grenades and two green uniforms, all
in the same vicinity.

A VC killed by 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. was found by the 19th Eng.'s seven miles southeast of Duc Pho. Also found
was an AK-47.

Co. B, 3-1 Inf. killed one VC in a rice paddy six miles south of Duc Pho.

Five miles further south Co. D, 4-21 Inf. found a large well-built enemy base camp with 25 hootches, each with
its own bunker. One kitchen 20 by 20 feet and a 20 by 60 feet mess hall was included. The unit uncovered 500
pounds of rice, 20 entrenching tools, and NVA poncho liners.

FREDERICK HILL - Action in the 196th Inf. Bde. areas showed 17 NVA and 7 VC killed and eight weapons,
one crew-served captured.

In an area six miles southeast of Tam Ky. Cos. B and C, 3-21 Inf. killed nine VC and one NVA.

Elsewhere, near LZ Baldy gunships of the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed four VC. In the same area the 2-1 Inf.
accounted for one NVA killed.

Fourteen miles southwest of Tam Ky, Co. A, 1-46 Inf. engaged and killed one NVA and one VC, captured a SKS
rifle and a AK-47 rifle.

Three hours later Co. A working with Recon, 1-46 Inf. killed four NVA and captured two AK-47 rifles and a SKS.

In the same area, Co. B, 2-1 Inf. found and M-72 LAW and one pistol.

Two VC were killed by Co. D, 4-31 Inf. while Co. B, 1-46 Inf. accounted for another one.

C Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. captured an AK-47 rifle and a RPG launcher.

GENEVA PARK -Units of the 198th Inf. Bde. killed 11 VC and captured four weapons, one crew-served.

Across open fields dotted with rice paddies the armored carriers of 3rd PIt. H Trp., 17th Cav. rolled.

The unit working with an element of 1-52 Inf. was on a search and clear mission 10 miles northwest of Quang
Ngai.

Suddenly they received heavy automatic weapons fire from a woodline area. "We spotted the enemy trying to
move up on the 1-52 so we came on line and made an assault,” said 1LT George E. Palmer (Waterford, Pa.),
track commander.

Routing the enemy, the Cav. found nine NVA killed and many weapons littered the area. Forced to rejoin the 1-
52 to provide security, they encountered heavy action. Later going back to the woodline they found thatall bodies
and weapons had been removed.

H Trp. did capture one AK-47 and one Chicom machinegun.

In other action, Co. A, 546 Inf. engaged seven VC, kiling one 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai on the
Batangan Peninsula.

Ten miles northeast of Chu Lai one VC was killed by Co. A, 1-6 Inf.

SGT. Louis Love (San Francisco, CA) found out that malfunctions with weapons sometimes are nice. Love a
sergeant with the 1-52 Inf. was face-to-face with death at the hands of attacking VC at LZ Buff early Monday
morning . A VC had the drop on Love with an AK-47. "He pulled the trigger three times and each time nothing
happened," recalled Love. The VC was then shot by another 1-52 soldier.

SERGEANT REUP SAYS
Wars may be fought with weapons, but they are won by men. It is the spirit of these who follow and the man who
leads that gains the victory. Stay on the team - Stay Army.



Vol. 3 No. 138 Sunday May 18, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 19
Fair to partly cloudy, winds southeast 5-10 knots, gusting to 15 in the afternoon. Winds light and
variable after sundown. Temperature: H 98 L79 Humidity: H90% L 50%
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Activity in the Americal Division's southern | Corps was the lowest in
several days yesterday, as 10 NVA and 10 VC were killed and eight weapons, one crew-served were
captured.

GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. recorded the most kills in the division yesterday.

Twenty-seven NVA were killed by artillery and gunship fire, 11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

Btry. D, 1-14 Arty. fired a mission and gunships of the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. also fired in the area at
enemy soldiers. The bodies were found by H Trp., 17th Cav.

Late Saturday afternoon, in the same area, Co. C, 1-52 Inf. received small arms fire and five
unknown type mortars. They returned fire killing one NVA and capturing an AK-47 rifle.

At 0045 hours, elements of Co. C, 1-6 Inf. observed enemy activity outside their perimeter. A search
by illumination, uncovered one RPG round, nine Chicom grenades and one AK magazine.

FREDERICK HILL -- Nine NVA and one VC were killed in the 196th Bde.'s area yesterday. Six
weapons, one crew-served were captured.

In a rice basin, six miles southwest of Tam Ky, Co. A, 3-21 Inf. surprised an NVA platoon, killing
seven and capturing a 7.62 machinegun.

After the point element engaged and killed one NVA, the company split and two squads made an
assault, while the other two platoons flanked the enemy.

An NVA machinegunner was observed frantically trying to unwrap and prepare his gun for firing.

The gunner and his ammo man were both killed in the assault.

The flanking elements killed four more enemy as they tried to evade.

In addition to the machinegun, the unit found one AK-47, two carbines, and one M-79.

In the same area, Co. D, 3-21 Inf. engaged and killed two NVA and found one flamethrower.

One VC was killed by Co. B, 4-31 Inf., 19 miles west of Tam Ky.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. reported two enemy killed in separate contacts, yesterday.

Fourteen miles west of Duc Pho, Co. B, 4-3 Inf. killed one VC and captured and M-1 rifle.

E Trp., 1st Cav. reported the other VC kill, seven miles south of Duc Pho.

Four VC suspects were detained by "Warlords" of the 123rd Avn. Bn., three miles west of Duc Pho.

The past week saw a definite increase in enemy activity within the southern | Corps area, as 374
NVA and 188 VC were killed, and captured 143 weapons, 22 crew-served.

The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for the most action, killing 326 enemy and capturing 60 weapons.

On Monday morning enemy attacks at LZs Professional and Baldy were repelled by the "Chargers".

Air strikes and artillery fire did a demoralizing job upon enemy forces in the area throughout the
week.

In Operation Iron Mountain the 11th Inf. Bde. had similar perimeter attacks achieving the same
results, driving off the insurgents with heavy losses.

The 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for 57 enemy killed during the week.
TOMORROW IS ORANGE PILL DAY

CULTURAL HINT OF THE DAY

If you eat with your left hand you may become the object of curiosity while dining with Viethamese.

Some Viethamese follow the custom of eating only with the "clean” right hand. Others simply regard
left-handedness as a physical handicap. Most Vietnamese will accept the explanation that left-
handedness is considered normal in America.



Vol. 3 No. 139 Monday May 19, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 20
Fair to partly cloudy with thundershowers over the mountains. Winds blowing east-southeast 5-10
knots gusting to 20 knots in the afternoon. Temperature: H98 L 78
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal Division units reported seven NVA and 18 VC killed, and three
weapons captured in southern | Corps yesterday.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for six NVA and 8 VC killed and captured two
weapons.

Co. C, 4-31 Inf. killed nine VC and captured two weapons in five separate contacts, all in an area 28
miles west of Tam Ky.

F Trp., 8th Cav. operation 12 miles west of Tam Ky, accounted for seven VC killed in four separate
contacts.

Co B, 4-31 Inf. killed one VC at noon.

Six mile southwest of Tam Ky, "Gimlets" of Co. C, 3-21 Inf. engaged and killed four NVA.

Cos. A and D, 3-21 Inf. bagged one NVA apiece.

Just before lunch, Co. C, 2-1 Inf. killed one VC five miles southwest of LZ Baldy.

Btry. D, 3-16 Arty. fired a mission against an unknown size enemy force, 11 miles westsouthwest of
Tam Ky, killing six VC.

An M-16 rifle was found by Co. B, 1-46 Inf.

IRON MOUNTAIN--One NVA was killed in the 11th Inf. Bde. area of operation. ~ Co. D, 421 Inf.
engaged and killed one NVA, hiding in a tree, four miles west of Duc Pho.

Tunnels were found by the recon element 3-1 Inf., six miles south of Duc Pho. Found were 10
graves, three 60mm mortar rounds, one RPG found, two entrenching tools, and several canteens and
helmets.

GENEVA PARK-No enemy kills were reported in the 198th Inf. Bde. area yesterday.

In an area 11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai, air strikes by 198th forward air control destroyed 22
military structures and seven bunkers.

HERE'S YOUR PAY AFTER JULY 1
Pay Grade Under2 Over2 Over3 Over4  Over6
OFFICERS
0-3 561.00 627.00 669.60 741.60 776.70
0-2 449.70 534.00 641.40 662.70 676.50
0-1 386.40 427.80 534.00 534.00 534.00
WARRANT OFFICERS
W-4 571.20 61290 612.90 627.00 655.20
W-3 519.30 563.40 563.40 570.30 577.20
W-2 454.80 491.70 491.70 506.10 534.00
W-1 378.90 434.70 434.70 470.70 491.70
ENLISTED

E-7 342.30 410.10 425.40 440.40 455.60
E-6 29490 358.20 372.90 38820 403.20
E-5 254.70 313.80 328.80 343.20 365.70
E-4 214.20 268.50 283.50 305.70 321.00
E-3 155.10 216.30 231.30 246.30 246.30
E-2 12780 179.10 179.10 179.10 179.10
E-1 123.30 163.80 163.80 163.80 163.80
*E-1 115.20

(*Under 4 months)



Vol. 3 No. 140 Tuesday May 20, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 21
Fair to partly cloudy, showers and/or thunder showers over the mountains. Winds blowing southeast
5-10 knots gusting to 15 knots in the afternoon. Temperature: H98 L 78
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action was light again in the southern | Corps area yesterday. Americal
troops accounted for 10 NVA and 13 VC killed, and captured eight weapons, one crew-served.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. had the most contacts with enemy forces again yesterday,
as two NVA and 11 VC were killed and two weapons captured.

Within an area 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky, "Blue Ghost" of F Trp., 8th Cav. engaged and killed
nine VC in four contacts with the enemy.

The recon element of 4-31 Inf. engaged and killed nine VC in four contacts with the enemy.

The recon element of 4-31 Inf. engaged an unknown size enemy force, 24 miles west of Tam Ky.

After the small arms duel was over the "Polar Bears" found two VC killed in action and two AK-47
rifles captured.

Four miles southwest of Tam Ky, Co. D, 3-21 Inf. found two NVA killed by small arms fire.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. reported seven NVA and one VC killed, and seven weapons,
one crew-served captured.

Co. B, 1-20 Inf., four miles northwest of Duc Pho, found the bodies of five NVA killed by air strikes.

While working with elements of the 1-20 Inf., E Trp., 1st Cav. engaged and killed two NVA, four
miles northwest of Duc Pho.

A mile to the south, Co. C, 4-21 Inf. found a small weapons cache including two M-16 rifles, two U.S.
carbines, and one .30 caliber machinegun. The company also detained two VC suspects.

Co. C, 3-1 Inf, working 11 miles southeast of Duc Pho on the coast found one M-16 rifle and 18
rounds of ammo, one carbine, and one anti-tank mine.

GENEVA PARK--Again the 198th Inf. Bde. encountered light action yesterday killing one NVA and
one VC.

At 0730 hours a ranger unit engaged and killed on NVA, 15 miles west of Chu Lai.

The command and control chopper of Co. C, 1-52 Inf., while on a visual recon, observed one VC, 12
miles south of Chu Lai. He had been killed by artillery.

CULTURAL HINT OF THE DAY

The Vietnamese enjoy some haggling in any business transaction. Be prompt in keeping your
appointments, but do not be surprised if a Viethamese is late, especially if it is raining or near siesta
time. Take time for a few pleasantries before getting down to business. Beat around the bush before
coming to the point. He will not expect to accept your first offer or have you accept his. G-5



Vol. 3 No. 142 Thursday May 22, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 23

Fair to partly cloudy, thunder showers over the mountains in late afternoon. Winds blowing east 512
knots gusts to 15 knots.  Temperature: H99 L 79

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Eleven NVA and 11 VC were killed and eight weapons, two crew-served,
were captured in the Americal Division's southern | Corps yesterday.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. reported killing seven NVA and capturing six weapons in two
separate contacts with enemy forces.

An NVA attack at a bridge, four and half miles north of Duc Pho was thwarted by Co. A, 1-20 Inf., as
they accounted for six NVA killed and four weapons captured.

The bridge located between LZ Liz and Mo Duc was guarded by a squad of Co. A, when suddenly
the still night air was cut with an enemy barrage of mortars.

The squad radioed to LZ Liz, one and half miles away, for aid as an NVA ground attack began.

As company reinforcements arrived by chopper, they were met with a hail of enemy small arms fire,
but were able to coordinate a drive and push the NVA from the bridge, ruining enemy plans to close
the bridge.

A search of the area found the six NVA killed in the battle and two AK-47 and two AK-50 rifles.

In other action Co. B, 4-3 Inf. killed one NVA and captured an AK-47 rifle, 22 miles west of Duc Pho.

The company also found and destroyed five huts, one bunker, a mess hall, an aid station, and a
command bunker.

Other 11th Bde. units were busy uncovering small caches.

Co. D, 4-3 Inf. found one AK-47 rifle, along with 15 Chicom grenades, one M-26 grenade, three
bangalore torpedoes, three RPG rounds, 20 each of hammocks, gas masks, and canteens.

Five hundred pounds of rice was found by the recon element 1-20 Inf., two miles north of Duc Pho.
They also found two M-14 mine, 10 time fuses, three M-16 magazines, and assorted clothing.

FREDERICK HILL--Nine VC were killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. OZ yesterday. Co. D, 4-31 Inf., while
working in an area 14 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky engaged eight VC with small arms fire, killing five of
the enemy.

F Trp., 8th Cav. engaged and killed two VC in separate contacts in an area 18 1/2 miles north
northwest of Tam Ky.

Other 196th Bde. units killed two more VC in yesterdays action. /A 4-31 Inf, had 1 VC KIA and R 2
1 Infhad KIA and 1 detained]

GENEVA PARK--In the 198th Inf. Bde. area of operations four NVA and two VC were killed and two
crew-served weapons captured.

After receiving enemy fire, H Trp., 17th Cav. returned the fire against an unknown size enemy force.
A sweep of the area after the fight revealed four NVA dead, and one Russian made machinegun and
a 60mm mortar complete and eight rounds for the mortar. The action took place 10 miles northweg of
Quang Ngai.

Air strikes in the same general area accounted for one VC killed as well as 10 bunkers and 22
structures destroyed, causing three secondary explosions and fires.

One other VC was killed in the Bde. OZ yesterday by Co. C, 1-6 Inf.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Charles M. Gettys, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10
SP5 Ed Conaway
PFC Terry Mack Co-editors
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212
*kkk
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division, APO 96374, as
an authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
Department of the Army.



Vol. 3 No. 143 Friday May 23, 1969
MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 24
Fair to partly cloudy, showers and thunder showers over the mountains. Winds eastsoutheast 5 to 10
knots gusts to 20 knots. Temperature: H96 L 79

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Action decreased again yesterday in the Americal's southern | Corps
area. Four NVA and four VC were killed and two weapons, one crew-served captured.

GENEVA PARK--Four NVA were killed and two weapons captured in the 198th Inf. Bde. area
yesterday, as well as a supply cache found.

Co. C, 1-52 Inf. found two NVA killed, one by air strikes and the other by a cratering charge the
company used the day before in blowing a tunnel.

In the same area, eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai, H Trp., 17th Cav. found one NVA killed by
artillery fire.

While searching a hut in the same area, Co. A, 1-52 Inf. found one NVA killed by small arms fire.
They also found a supply cache with one NVA killed by small arms fire. They also found a supply
cache with one AK-47 rifle, one RPG launcher complete with sights, four rounds for the RPG, 10
loaded magazines and 900 loose rounds of AK-47 ammo, three Chicom grenades, 62 blasting caps
and 15 feet of time fuse, 12 NVA rucksacks, a U.S. compass, clothing, 1000 pounds of rice and
miscellaneous documents.

Co. C, 1-52 Inf. later in the day found an additional 1500 pounds of rice in container hidden in
bushes.

IRON MOUNTAIN--Two VC were killed by "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Bde. in action near Duc
Pho.

Basecamp defenders at LZ Bronco killed two VC as they crossed the Song Tra Cau river, a mike
from the basecamp early yesterday afternoon.

According to SGT David L. Collins (Odessa, Tex.), "We spotted four or five VC crossing the river in
an area from which LZ Bronco has been receiving 75 recoilless rifle fire recently. We called our
mortars of Co. C, 1-20 Inf. killing two. | believe another was wounded by carried away."

Co. B, 4-3 Inf. found 500 pounds of rice, 20 miles west of Duc Pho in the mountains.

Four VC suspects were detained by Co. B, 3-1 Inf. in rice paddies four miles south of Duc Pho.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported two VC killed in their area of operations.

F Trp., 8th Cav. engaged and killed one VC, 29 miles west of Tam Ky, while the other kill was
reported by Co. A, 4-31 Inf. 23 miles west of Tam Ky.

SERGEANT REUP SAYS
Wars may be fought with weapons, but they are won by men. It is the spirit of these who follow and
the man who leads that gains the victory. Stay on the team- Stay Army.



Vol. 3 No. 144 Saturday May 24, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 25
Partly cloudy and warm with a few scattered showers & thunder showers over the area. Winds will be
southerly with gusts 5 to 10 knots. Temperature: H 100 L 80
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Fighting was light throughout the Americal Division's southern | Corps
area yesterday, except in southern Quang Ngai Province, where "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf,
Bde. accounted for 17 of the 34 enemy killed and three of the four weapons captured.

IRON MOUNTAIN--After several days of only finding small caches, the "Jungle Warriors" yesterday
found the enemy in nine contacts.

Along the coast, two miles northeast of Duc Pho, the recon element of 4-21 Inf. engaged and killed
six VC and two NVA and captured an M-2 rifle.

Co. B, 4-3 Inf. near the Song De river, 14 miles west of Duc Pho, killed one VC hiding in a tunnel
and captured a K-44 rifle.

Later the company discovered eight huts, 35 sleeping positions, one bunker and 700 pounds of rice.

An enemy medical relay station was closed down by Co. G, 75th Rangers, seven miles west of Duc
Pho. The NVA station lost its license to operate when the rangers came upon the hootch while
searching a stream bed.

"We went to search the hootch and found a bunker beneath with two surprised NVA inside," said
SP4 Ralph Cole (St. Louis).

After giving the NVA occupants a taste of M-16 medicine, a search of the area was made,
uncovering a large amount of medical supplies and one K-44 rifle.

Other action in the brigade area found artillery pounding away at enemy positions, accounting for
four more VC killed.

GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. reported one NVA, five VC killed and one weapon captured.

At 0410 hours yesterday morning, Co. C, 1-6 Inf. suddenly was hit by an unknown size enemy force.
They took 15 RPG rounds and small arms fire then called in artillery to silence the enemy forces.

As daylight broke, a search team found three VC killed and captured an AK-50.

F Trp., 8th Cav. working in an area eight to ten miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai, engaged and
killed two VC, captured an NVA soldier, and detained four VC suspects.

Eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai H Trp., 17th Cav. found the body of one NVA killed the day
before.

A PSYOP team of 1-52 Inf. was dropping Chieu Hoi leaflets, when suddenly a Viethamese was
seen waving one of the leaflets at the chopper. The Hoi Chanh wanted to rally and was picked up.

FREDERICK HILL--Three VC were killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operations in one of the
lightest days they have experienced for two weeks.

In rice paddies, 13 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed one VC trying to evade.

Near Hiep Duc, 24 miles west of Tam Ky Co. A, 4-31 Inf. accounted for the other two VC killed in the
"Chargers" area yesterday.
ek AWARDS OF SILVER STAR
MAJ Virgil W. Oglesby - 3-1 Inf.
CPT Reginal P. Fonten - 3-16 Arty.
1LT Charles Curry - C trp., 1-1 Cav.
1LT Mitchel E. Holroyd - 2-1 Inf.
1LT Edward W. Marrs - 4-21 Inf.
1LT Robert L. Unger - 3-21 Inf.
CSM Arthur E. Carver - 11th Inf. Bde
1st SGT Ralph C Lewis - 3-16 Arty
SGT Ronald C. Bleazard - C Trp., 1-1 Cav.
SGT Thomas L. Shahen - 4-21 Inf.
CPL Leslid Powell Powell - 4-21 Inf.
SP4 Sherman A Thomas - 4-21 Inf.
SP4 Mithcel L Witte - 2-1 Inf.
PFC Stanley C. Paige - 1-52 Inf.

AMERICAL HIGHLIGHT

On May 27, 1969 at 8:30 PM AFVN radio will present a thirty minute feature about the Americal
Division. TUNE IN




Vol. 3 No. 145 Sunday May 25, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 26

Fair to partly cloudy winds east-southeast 5 to 10 knots gusts 25 to 30 in afternoon, with some thunder
showers over the AO. Temperature: H 101 L 80 Humidity: H89% L 50%

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Ten NVA and 21 VC were killed and nine weapons ??? crew-served
were captured by elements ? the Americal Division yesterday.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. area again had the most enemy activity as "Jungle Warrior"
accounted for 10 NVA and one VC killed, and all the weapons captured.

A combined sweep by E Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. and Co. B, 3-1 Inf. netted five NVA killed in an
area six miles southeast of Duc Pho.

Contact was made at 1600 hours and continued past dark. It began when the units received RPG
rounds from an unknown size enemy force. Captured in the fight were one 57 recoilless rifle, an RPG
launcher, three AK-47 rifles, and an M-79.

Elsewhere, while on a an area recon mission in foothills, eight miles south of Duc Pho, a unit of Co.
G, 75th Inf. spotted a well-used trail.

According to SP4 George Siffron (Niagara Falls, N.Y.), "Shortly after spotting the trail, 15 NVA
walked ??? then five minutes later five more ??? used the trail. We decided to set ?? ambush, but
just about that time ??? our men was spotted.”

Throwing grenades and laying down a heavy volume of fire, the rangers killed one NVA before
contact was broken.

Other 11th Bde. units accounted for the remaining five enemy killed, plus two AK-47 rifles and a .45
caliber pistol. Six VC suspects were also detained.

FREDERICK HILL - Units in the 196th area of operations accounted for 14 VC killed.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. engaged and killed four VC, 17 miles west of Tam Ky, while her sister companies A
and E accounted for two more VC, 20 miles west of Tam Ky.

Ten miles north of Tam Ky, D Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed eight VC for the remaining action.

GENEVA PARK - Six VC were killed in the 198th Inf. Bde. area yesterday.

"Blue Ghosts" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. reported all the kills. They killed the six VC and detained
four VC suspects in nine separate actions in an area five and half miles north to 11 miles north
northwest of Quang Ngai.

Co. A, 1-52 Inf. found and destroyed five bunkers and several spider holes, eight miles northwest of
Quang Ngai. Later they found 250 pounds of rice and 75 pounds of tapioca.

In view of the previous week's action, which saw 562 enemy killed, a calm descended over southern
| Corps this week. Sixty -seven NVA and 115 VC were killed in the Americal AO. Forty-three
weapons, eight of them crew-served were captured.

The 196th Inf. Bde. saw the most action, killing 60 enemy and capturing 16 weapons, one crew
served.

In air strikes last Sunday the 198th Inf. Bde.'s forward air-control destroyed 22 military structures and
seven bunkers, 11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

Wednesday, the 11th Inf. Bde. found and destroyed five huts, one bunker, a messhall, aid station,
and a command bunker, 22 miles west of Duc Pho.

Eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai city, Thursday Co. A, 1-52 Inf., 198th Inf. Bde. located a supply
cache containing an AK-47 rifle, one RPG launcher complete with sights, four RPG rounds, 10
loaded magazines and 900 rounds of AK-47 ammo.

Also found were three Chicom grenades, 62 blasting caps, 15 feet of time fuse, 62 blasting caps, 15
feet of time fuse, 12 NVA ruck sacks, a U.S compass, clothing, 1000 pounds of rice,

Page 2 was not available from the Military Institute at Carlisle Barracks.



Vol. 3 No. 146 Monday May 26, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 27

Partly to mostly cloudy with showers and thunder showers in the afternoon. The showers will be
isolated along the coast and scattered over the mountains. Temperature: H99 L 80

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Fighting in the Americal Division's southern | Corps area continued to be
light yesterday, as nine NVA and five VC were killed and five weapons were captured.

IRON MOUNTAIN--In multiple small actions in the 11th Inf. Bde. area, "Jungle Warriors" accounted
for all nine of the NVA killed and four of the weapons captured.

While working in an area eight miles south of Duc Pho, Co, A, 4-21 Inf. killed three NVA and
captured an SKS, an AK-47, and one pistol, in day long operations.

They also reported finding blood trails and documents in the area.

Along the coast, two miles east of Duc Pho, Co. D, 3-1 Inf. killed two NVA, three miles south of Duc
Pho, while Co. C, 1-20 Inf. found an M-1 carbine along Highway 1, three miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 3-1 Inf. killed two NVA, three miles miles south of Duc Pho, while Co. C, 1-20 Inf. found an M-
1 carbine alonge Highway 1, three miles northwest of Duc Pho.

In talking of the combined sweep by E Trp., 1st Cav., and Co. B, 3-1 Inf. six miles southeast of Duc
Pho, on Saturday which lasted into the night, 1LT Tony E. Barda (Matton, Ill.) E Trp. CO said, "They
were on a search and clear mission when we encountered the reinforced NVA company, which was
well dug in. The tracks got on line and assaulted the enemy position, while being supported by the
infantry unit.”

FREDERICK HILL--Four VC were killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operation yesterday, along
with one weapon captured.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed one VC and captured a .30 caliber carbine, 18 mies west of Tam Ky.

Elsewhere, Co. A, 4-31 Inf. and Co. C, 2-1 Inf. each killed one VC.

A. Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed one VC.

GENEVA PARK--One VC was killed by "Brave and Bold" soldiers in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

Co. C, 5-46 Inf. killed the VC, 10 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

In other actions yesterday, air strikes destroyed three bunkers, 21 structures, and two automatic
weapons positions, throughout the brigade area.

*AMERICAL ACTION ON RADIO

On May 27, 1969 at 8:30 PM AFVN radio will present a thirty minute feature about the Americal

Division. TUNE IN

ARMY COMMENDATION WITH "Vv*
SGT Floyd M. Danels - 3-1 Inf. SP4 Ronald Caballero- 3-1 Inf.
PFC Thomas R. Diggs - 5-46 Inf. H-C Michael W. Fermoyle - 5-46 Inf.
PFC Ronald E. Peetzke - 4-3 Inf.

BRONZE STAR MEDAL WITH "V"

1LT Charles S. Abell - HHC, Americal SP4 Harold P. Tatem- 4-3 Inf.
PFC Gerald J. Dinkle - 3-1 Inf. PFC Gerald O'Conner - 1-6 Inf.
SILVER STAR

MAJ George R. Perkins - HHC, 11th Bde



Vol. 3 No. 147 Tuesday May 27, 1969

MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 28

Partly to mostly cloudy with showers and thunder showers over mountains and isolated along the
coast. Winds 5to 12 knots. Temperature: H97 L 80 Humidity: H 88% L 55%

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL |0)--Yesterday was another day of light scattered action throughout the
Americal Division's southern | Corps area.

Units reported nine NVA and eight VC killed and four weapons captured.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported five NVA and four VC killed and two weapons
captured in their area yesterday.

"We were so close to them that when | shot the first VC the round also hit another of them," said
CPT John Whitticar (Salina, Kan.), describing action involving his company-D, 4-31 Inf., late Sunday
night.

The company operating 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky found an isolated hootch while searching the
area.

Moving cautiously forward, the unit observed four VC dart out from the hootch. "We were almost on
top of them when they bolted out,” said the CO.

The Gl's fired at the fleeting dark figures killing three.

Early Monday morning, the company added one more VC killed and captured an M-1 Carbine, 17
miles west of Tam Ky.

Five NVA reported killed by artillery fire of Co. C, 3-21 Inf. were found by the 1-5 ARVN unit, six
miles southwest of Tam Ky.

One other U.S. carbine was found by Co. A, 2-1 Inf. yesterday in the 196th OZ.

IRON MOUNTAIN-"Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for four NVA and one VC killed
and two weapons captured.

Co. C, 4-21 Inf. killed one NVA six miles southwest of Duc Pho.

Later in the day the same company found another NVA killed by air strikes.

At 1700 hours the unit captured an NVA soldier. According to SP4 Ronald M. Krieg (Plymouth,
Mich.) of Bde. S-2, "Co. C, 4-21 Inf. found the NVA soldier hiding in a bunker, he was wounded by not
seriously. They also captured some documents."

In separate contacts, Co. B, 4-21 Inf. accounted for two NVA killed and one AK-47 and one AK-50
rifles.

The contacts occurred two and half miles southwest and six miles southwest of Duc Pho.

At 1735 hours, Co. B, 3-1 Inf. killed one VC, seven miles southeast of Duc Pho.

GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. reported three VC killed in its area of operations yesterday.

The recon element of 1-52 Inf. observed seven VC moving along a trail, eight miles northwest of
Quang Ngai.

Atrtillery was called in on the position. Btry. D, 1-14 Arty. responded by firing the mission.

Another artillery mission was called by Co. C, 1-52 Inf. who had observed three VC evading into a
hootch, 10 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

The search of the area revealed the hootch destroyed, blood trails and one NVA pack containing
medical supplies.

Co. D, 5-46 Inf. received sniper fire from a village, eight miles northwest of Quang Ngai, the unit
returned fire and swept through the village.

The VC had evaded, but the company found 20 tunnels 5 feet by 2 feet, which were destroyed.

One and half miles away, Co. A, 1-52 Inf. found a tunnel 35 meters long leading to a chamber with
three to four fighting positions. The complex was destroyed.

One VC suspect was detained by Co. C, 546 Inf. while Co. D, 1-6 Inf. detained 12 Vietnamese.




Vol. 3 No. 149 Thursday May 29, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 30
Mostly to partly cloudy with winds blowing easterly this afternoon 5 to 10 knots. In the evening light
and variable. Temperature: H93 L 77 Humidity: H95% L 55%
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--From the sandy beaches touching the South China Sea across the
coastal lowland of continuous rice paddies to foothills and mountain slopes, Americal Division soldiers
made 21 contacts with enemy forces yesterday, resulting in nine NVA and 20 VC killed.

As has been the case for some time now, contact has been light and scattered throughout the large
southern | Corps area.

GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. reported three NVA and 11 VC killed and three weapons
captured in action yesterday.

In the lowlands surrounding Quang Ngai, F Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for five VC killed and broke up
a possible party in doing so.

When the "Blue Ghost" gunships observed activity near a structure, 12 miles northwest of Quang
Ngai, they went down for a closer look, which revealed a gathering of 20 to 30 VC.

If it was a party of just a gathering of the clan, the gunships quicky halted the festivities.

Riddling the structure with her miniguns, the building was quickly vacated by the scattering VC,
leaving two dead VC behind.

The other three "Blue Ghost" kills came from individual engagements in the same general area.

Shortly after midnight, members of Co. D, 1-52 Inf. heard movement around their perimeter defense.

lllumination revealed four NVA to the front.

The "Ready Rifles" engaged the intruders, killing three and capturing three 9mm pistols.

Seven miles southwest of Quang Ngai, Co. A, 1-52 Inf. engaged five VC with small arms fire, killing
three of the enemy.

Three other VC were killed in the 198th BDE, OZ as well as four VC suspects detained.

IRON MOUNTAIN--"Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for three NVA and three VC
killed and two weapons captured.

In operations seven miles southwest of Duc Pho, Co. B, 4-21 Inf. killed one VC and captured an AK-
47 rifle.

In the same area, Co. D. 3-1 Inf. accounted for another VC killed.

Eight miles west of Duc Pho, in the foothills, Co. C, 4-3 Inf. engaged four NVA with small arms fire.

The fight continued until the NVA broke contact, leaving behind one NVA killed and an AK-47 rifle.

The command and control ship of the 4-21 Inf. while searching an area seven miles south of Duc
Pho, observed one NVA killed by artillery.

In other action, two more VC were killed in the 11th Bde. area.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for six VC killed and one weapon captured.

In the only contact of any size yesterday, the recon element of 4-31 Inf. engaged five VC, 29 miles
west of Tam Ky.

Two VC were killed in the engagement, fought in the triple-canopy jungle.

The other contacts in the brigade OZ all were engagements of one VC.
LAMAR PLAIN -Action was reduced in the area near Tien Phuoc yesterday, as units of the 1st Bde.,
101st Airborne Division accounted for three NVA killed.

DON'T ACCIDENTLY KILL AN AMERICAN GI WITH A SO CALLED "EMPTY WEAPON".

AWARD OF BRONZE STAR WITH "V*
SFC William B. Dellinger - 1-1 Cav. SP4 Gerald C. Daley- 2-1 Inf.
PFC Edward Marchinkoski - 3-1 Inf. PFC Russell E. Wells- 1-82 Arty.



Vol. 3 No. 150 Friday May 30, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST May 31

Cloudy to partly cloudy with thunder showers later today in the higher elevations. Winds 5-10 knots
and variable. Temperature: H95 L 77 Humidity: H 95% L 55%

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL l0)--Scattered light action continued yesterday in the southern | Corps area,
as 16 NVA and seven VC were killed, two NVA detained, and six weapons captured.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for five NVA and one VC killed and one NVA and
two weapons captured.

Moving from a clearing into triple canopy jungle, seven miles southwest of Duc Pho, Co. B, 4-21 Inf.
received heavy automatic weapons fire.

The "Jungle Warriors" answered the NVA greeting with their own brand of fire power, killing one
NVA and capturing another.

According to SP4 Ronald M. Krieg (Plymouth, Mich.), "By quickly maneuvering through the dense
jungle, the unit was able to cut off from the rest of his group one NVA soldier, also capturing his AK-47
rifle."

Two NVA were killed by Co. D, 1-20 Inf., three miles northwest of Duc Pho, while Co. C, 4-3 Inf.
accounted for two more NVA killed, eight miles west of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 3-1 Inf. reported the lone VC kill in the brigade yesterday, 10 miles southwest of Duc Pho.

GENEVA PARK--Five VC were killed, one NVA, three weapons and a rice cache all captured by
units of the 198th Inf. Bde.

At 1800 hours yesterday, Co. A 1-52 Inf. engaged one NVA soldier, six miles north-northwest of
Quang Ngai.

The enemy soldier was wounded in the action and taken prisoner. An AK-47 rifle was also
captured.

Earlier in the day, the company had found three tons of rice, hidden in a village and later a patrol
form the company found an additional 1 1/2 tons of rice in a deserted hootch, six miles north of Quang
Ngai.

Co. C, 1-52 Inf. reported three VC killed, two killed by air strikes and the third by the infantrymen, six
miles southeast of Quang Ngai.

"Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. easily spanning a large area killed one VC, nine miles
southeast of Chu Lai, and later detained two VC suspects seven miles north and four miles northwest
of Quang Ngai.

While on a road sweep, eight miles north of Quang Ngai, 3rd PIt., H Trp., 17th Cav. found two AK-47
rifles wrapped in cloth alongside the road.

FREDERICK HILL---In the 196th Inf. Bde. area of operations six NVA and one VC were killed.

In the rugged mountain terrain, 23 miles west of Tam Ky, Co. A, 4-31 Inf. killed a lone VC at 0850
hours.

Cav. units accounted for six NVA in an area four to five miles west of Tam Ky.

A Trp. and D Trp., 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. each found three NVA killed by small arms fire and air strikes.

LAMAR PLAIN--Five NVA were killed an one weapon captured in the joint operations of Americal
units with the 1st Bde., 101st Airborne Division near Tien Phuoc.

The recon element of the 1-46 Inf. engaged two NVA at close range, 11 1/2 miles southwest of Tam
Ky, killing the two enemy and capturing one U.S. .45 caliber pistol.

Air strikes accounted for the other three NVA killed in the area.

Co. A, 1-501 Inf. found one, 12 miles southwest of Tam Ky, while Co. D, 1-501 Inf. found the other

two NVA, 10 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

LOSS OF WEAPONS

Loss of weapons through negligence has occurred too frequently in the past. Personnel are advised
that they may be subject to disciplinary action for such loss.

In addition they may have to pay for the weapon. (SJA)



Vol. 3 No. 154 Tuesday June 3, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST June 4
Partly cloudy with showers in the afternoon. Winds will blow easterly 5-10 knots.
Temperature: H95 L 78 Humidity: H 90% L 50%
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Muttiple actions throughout southern | Corps netted Americal soldiers 13 NVA and 24 VC
killed, three VC and eight weapons were captured.

LAMAR PLAIN--Units of the 1st Bde., 101st Airborne Division and 1-46 Inf., 198th Inf. Bde. accounted for 11 NVA and four VC
killed. They captured one VC and five weapons.

The rifle platoon of B Trp., 2nd Sqdn., 17th Cav. while on a sweep, eight miles southwest of Tam Ky, came upon a bunker
complex and promptly was greeted by heavy automatic weapons fire.

The platoon dropped back and employed gunships and air strikes on the target.

When the smoke cleared, a check of the rubble revealed six NVA killed by the air strikes and small arms fire. One AK-47 rifle
was captured.

B Trp. earlier in the day accounted for one VC killed, a half mile away.

Nine miles southeast of Tien Phuoc, Co. A, 1-501 Inf. engaged five VC killing one, while in the same area units of Co.'s C and
D, 1-501 Inf. found the bodies of two VC killed by artillery.

Earlier in the day, Co. B, 1-501 Inf. had captured one VC and an AK-47 one mile away.

At 1700 hours, Co. B, 1-501 Inf. received small arms fire. The unit returned fire killing two NVA and capturing three AK-47
rifles. The fight occurred eight miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Eleven miles southwest of Tam Ky, Co. B, 1-46 Inf. found the bodies of three NVA killed recently by artillery.

IRON MOUNTAIN--Two NVA and 10 VC were killed by units of the 11th Inf. Bde. yesterday. Three weapons were captured.

Five VC were killed and two captured by a unit of the 11th Inf. Bde., six miles south of Duc Pho.

Helicopters of the 123rd Avn., Bn. were flying over the area when they spotted seven VC trying to evade the ships.

The VC had taken cover in a spider hole nearby.

The 1st plt. of Co. D, 3-1 Inf., along with ARVN interpreters and National Police were rushed to the area by tracks of E Trp., 1st
Cav.

"Several attempts were made by the interpreters and National Police to persuade the VC hidden in their holes to come out and
surrender," said SP4 Francis Ryan (Brockton, Mass.), a rifleman with the company.

"When attempts to talk the VC from their holes failed, we provided a lttle encouragement by throwing some grenades down the
hole," said Ryan.

The effects from the grenades were enough for two VC, who crawled out and surrendered.

"The others still resisted," said Ryan. "More grenades were thrown down the hole until there could be no further chance of
resistance. When it was safe to do so, one of our men went down into the hole and uncovered five VC killed."

Shortly after midnight, Co. D, 4-3 Inf. sprung an ambush, 14 miles northwest of Duc Pho near the village of On Huong.

The "Old Guard" killed on NVA and captured an AK-47 rifle and pack.

Six VC were killed in two contacts by Co. D, 3-1 Inf., six miles south of Duc Pho.

Elsewhere, Co. D, 4-21 Inf. engaged six VC, seven miles southwest of Duc Pho with small arms fire. The Gimlets" killed two
VC and captured three SKS rifles.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123rd Avn. Bn. killed two VC, four miles south of Duc Pho near the village of Xuan Thanh.

The unit also killed one NVA six miles south of Duc Pho late Sunday night.

FREDERICK HILL--Nine VC were killed in the 196th Inf. Bde. OZ yesterday.

Gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. continued their harassment of enemy troops in the area as they downed three VC in separate
encounters, eight to ten miles north of Tam Ky.

The recon element of 4-31 Inf. killed three VC, 19 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. Later in the day, they killed
another VC, two miles to the west.

Co. A, 4-31 Inf. accounted for the other two VC killed in the brigade area. They were killed in sepamate contacts,
22 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

C Trp., 1st Sqdn. 1st Cav. killed one VC, seven miles west of Tam Ky.

GENEVA PARK-No enemy Kkills were reported in the 198th Inf. Bde. area yesterday.

Co. A, 1-52 Inf. found a tunnel complex, seven miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

Air strikes in the brigade area destroyed 14 structures and eight bunkers.

The 1st Bn., 6th Inf. welcomed a new commander yesterday. He is LTC Thomas J. Ambrose (Morristown, N.J.), formerly the
198th Bde. S-3 Operations Officer.

Leaving the position is LTC Albert J. Dombrowski (Douglaston, N.Y.), who will go to Headquarters, Americal Division as G-5
Civil Affairs Officer.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET MG Lloyd B. Ramsey, Commanding




Vol. 3 No. 155 Wednesday June 4, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST June 5

Partly cloudy with showers over the mountains and isolated along the coast. Light and variable winds east
northeast 8 to 18 knots. Temperature: H95 L 78  Humidity: H 95% L 50%

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Activity decreased slightly in southern | Corps yesterday as Americal
Division units accounted for six NVA and 20 VC killed and captured six weapons, one crew-served.

FREDERICK HILL--In the 196th Inf. Bde. area yesterday, elements of the 4-31 Inf. tallied all the
enemy kills as 16 VC fell at the hands of the "Polar Bears".

The 4-31 Inf., whose nickname represents a cold weather animal was anything but that yesterday as
the "Polar Bears" put the heat on "Charlie".

A night patrol of Co. A, accounted for seven VC killed when they encountered 30 VC attending a
barbecue in the heavily wooded mountain region 26 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

The VC were roasting a freshly slaughtered water buffalo when they were surprised by the 196
infantrymen.

"We heard voices and saw a flickering light, when we were still 300 meters away," said SGT Bruce
Challis (Walla Walla, Wash.) the patrol's leader.

"We low-crawled to within 10 meters of them, but they were having such a good time they never
knew we were there. We yelled at them to stop," he related, "and that is when they took off in every
direction.”

The Americal infantrymen opened fire on the fleeing VC killing seven.

A thorough search revealed numerous blood trails leading from the area, as well as packs
containing rice and medical supplies.

The recon plt. and Co. D, 4-31 Inf. each accounted for four VC killed in contacts beginning late
Monday night and continuing through yesterday.

Shortly after midnight, Co. C, 4-31 Inf. killed one VC, 25 miles west of Tam Ky.

IRON MOUNTAIN--"Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde. killed six NVA and one VC, and captured six
weapons in brigade operations yesterday.

Co. D, 1-20 Inf., while on a search and clear mission, six miles northwest of Duc Pho, received sniper fire near
the village of Phoc Loc.

The "Sykes Regulars” returned fire which resulted in six NVA killed, and the capture of 1 AK-47 and one SKS
rifle.

Operating in conjunction with Co. D. was her sister company C, who uncovered a .30 caliber machinegun and
three AK-47 rifles, near the village of Bich Chieu.

In the other contact, Co. B, 4-3 Inf. killed one VC, 14 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

GENEVA PARK--The 198th Inf. Bde. reported three VC killed yesterday.

Five VC were observed by Co. C, 1-52 Inf., seven miles west of Quang Ngai. Artillery was directed on the
location resulting in one VC killed.

Another VC was killed, 11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai, by Co. A, 1-52 Inf.

Co. D., 1-6 Inf. found the body of one VC killed by recent air strikes, nine miles south of Tam Ky.

Co. B, 26th Engr. Bn. after having completed work on up-grading the road from Binh Son to Tra Bong, was
returning in a convoy when they were ambushed by an unknown size enemy force.

According to PSG Edward Robinson (Bambridge, Ga.), "We were moving along the road slowly when we
suddenly received eight or nine RPG rounds and sniper fire. We returned fire with a 165mm gun on our combat
engineer vehicle and called for gunships."

"When the gunships arrived, they suppressed the sniper fire enough for us to get back on our vehicles and
move out of the area," said SSG Hoyt Ayles (Lima, Ohio).

The gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. and tracks from H Trp., 17th Cav. continued the engagement withthe enemy
force, however the results of the battle were not determined.

25th Anniversary - D-DAY!; June 6, 1969
AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Lloyd B. Ramsey, Commanding
MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10
SP5 Ed Conaway,
PFC Terry Mack, Co-editors
Telephone: Chu Lai 3212



Vol. 3 No. 158 Saturday June 7, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST - June 8
Mostly cloudy with late afternoon showers. Variable winds 5-10 knots
Temperature: H97 L 75 Humidity: H 93% L 50%

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAl (AMERICAL I0)--UNITS OF THE AMERICAL DIVISION KILLED 20 NVA AND 19 VC,
AND CAPTURED SIX WEAPONS, ONE CREW SERVED, IN LIGHT ACTION IN SOUTHERN |
CORPS YESTERDAY.

GENEVA PARK -- Ten NVA and one VC were killed and one weapon captured in the 198th Inf. Bde.
area.

An element of Co. A, 1-52 Inf. killed five NVA in a pre-dawn patrol, 10 miles northwest of Quang
Ngai. One M-20 pistol and an RPG round were captured in the action.

Btry, A, 3-18 Arty, drew a bead on a group of NVA, 13 miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai.

When the smoke cleared, five NVA had met their fate at the hands of the artillery.

A forward Air Control directed air strikes against enemy forces, 15 miles west-northwest of Quang
Ngai.

Elements of the 1-52 Inf. upon checking the cratered area found one VC killed.

Another air strike in the same general area destroyed a bridge built by NVA for supply purposes.

IRON MOUNTAIN - In action involving the 11th Inf. Bde. yesterday, seven NVA and one VC were
killed, one weapon was captured. Near the Ve River, 14 miles northwest of Duc Pho, Co. B, 43 Inf.
killed one NVA soldier at 0950 hours.

At noon the "Old Guard" unit accounted for a VC killed in the same area.

From the skies over southern Quang Ngai Province came "Aero Scouts” of the 123rd Avn Bn. and
the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. striking for five NVA killed.

At 0800 hours, the "Aero Scouts" killed three of the NVA, 16 miles north-west of Duc Pho.

Later in the morning "Shark" gunships of the 174th were credited with two NVA Kkilled.

Co. D, 1-20 Inf. added another NVA to the tally, as they killed one, five miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Co. B, 3-1 Inf. found one NVA cadre hiding near caves along the coast.

First LT Terry Foulks (Great Falls, Mont.), brigade S-2 Officer said, "The company was sent to
investigate a natural complex of caves along the beach, 11 miles southeast of Duc Pho."”

"About 50 meters from the caves we found an NvA cadre hiding among the rocks in the shallows
along the beach. Apparently the NVA, armored with an AK-47 rifle, had been hiding in the cave since
last night."

The enemy soldier gave no resistance to the Americal soldiers.

FREDERICK HILL-- Units of the 196th Inf. Bde. killed 17 VC and captured two weapons in
encounters yesterday.

F Trp., 8th Cav. continued to terrorize the enemy as they struck six times with deadly accuracy
yesterday, to account for nine VC killed.

Since Sunday the 'dynamic duo' of LOH's and Cobra gunships of F Trp. have zeroed in on 63
enemy soldiers.

Co. C, 3-21 Inf. accounted for four VC killed, 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Elsewhere, Co. A, 4-31 Inf. rubbed out three VC, 22 miles west of Tam Ky.

Another VC was killed by Co. D, 4-31 Inf., while two weapons, an AK-50 and a M-2 carbine were
found by Co. C, 2-1 Inf.

LAMAR PLAIN -- THREE NVA were killed_and one weapon captured and another destroyed by
combined Americal and 101st Airborne Division soldiers.

Co. A, 1-502 Inf., 1st Bde., 101st Airborne Division killed one NVA and captured an SKS rifle, 12
miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Later in the day, Co. D, 1-502 Inf. 11 miles south of Tam Ky, added another NVA killed.

Co. B, 1-46 Inf. found the body of an NVA soldier, to add to the day's total.

In other action a unit of the 101st destroyed an automatic weapons position nine miles southwest of
Tam Ky.

THE 11TH LIGHT INFANTRY BRIGADE

The 11th Inf. Bde,'s "Jungle Warriors" sailed into qui Nhon in mid-December 1967 after extensive training at the
Army's Jungle and Guerrilla Warfare Center in Hawaii to become the newest fighting force in the Americal
Division.

The brigade dates back to WWI, where it served as a part of the 6th Infantry Division in France.




Vol. 3 No. 164 Friday June 13, 1969 MIRACLE WEATHER FORECAST June 14

Partly cloudy with isolated showers over the mountains and along the coast. Winds from the southeast 10 to 15
knots. Temperature: H91 L 70

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 1O)--Americal Division units killed 21 NVA and 25 VC and captured four weapons
yesterday.

One crew-served weapon was destroyed.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. reported killing one NVA and 14 VC and captured two weapons.

Co. B, 2-1 Inf. zapped seven VC in four meetings with "Charlie", 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Meanwhile "Gimlets" of the 3-21 Inf. contributed four VC to the cause, as well as capturing one M-16 and one
French MAT-49 9mm submachinegun, in operations west of Tam Ky.

One NVA body was found by recon 3-21 Inf. 11 miles west of Tam Ky.

Twenty-four miles west of Tam Ky, Co. D, 4-31 Inf. killed two VC, while a sister company A blasted
one other VC.

A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed one VC and found the bodies of five more VC killed by air strikes, 16 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

C and D Trp. each added one VC killed in the days total.

IRON MOUNTAIN--Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. tallied 13 NVA and two VC killed and captured two weapons and
destroyed one.

"Aero Scouts" of the 123rd Avn. Bn. shot down six NVA and two VC in three widespread encountess in southern
Quang Ngai Province.

They also destroyed an 82mm mortar and its position.

Co. D, 3-1 Inf killed five NVA and captured on AK-47 and one AK-50 in a battle with NVA forces five miles south
of Duc Pho NVA forces five miles south of Duc Pho.

Speaking of the action, SP4 Francis Ryan (Brockton, Mass) said, "Our company was combat assaulted into the
area early in the morning. We began our routine combat sweep of the area when we spotted the NVA to our front.
Engaging them, we killed five and captured two weapons."

At 1130 hours, Co. D, 4-3 Inf. engaged three NVA killing two, 12 mile south Duc Pho.

Co. A, 4-3 Inf. found an enemy basecamp, 10 miles south of Duc Pho.

The "Old Guard" found 300 pounds of rice in the camp, which was destoyed.

GENEVA PARK--No enemy kills were reported in the 198th Inf. Bde. area yesterday.

Co. B 1-6 Inf. found two 2.75 rockets, one booby trapped 60mm round and two tunnels two feet by two feet by
six feet, 10 miles west of Chu Lai.

Less than an hour later, the unit found a structure with another tunnel all were destroyed.

Two infantrymen of the 198th Inf. Bde's 1-52 Inf. were presented the
Silver Star by Americal Division assistant commander BG Wallace L. Clement in ceremonies at LZ Stinson,
Thursday.

BG Clements awarded the nation's third highest decoration to SP4 Stanley C. Paige (Wilmotte, lll.) of Co. C and
SGT Phillip G. Savoy (San Antonio) of Co. D.

SGT Savoy, son of a retired Army Chief Warrant Officer, took command of an infantry company after his
commander was pinned down by a recent enemy assault.

Despite fragmentation wounds, Savoy continued to call in artillery and air strikes forcing the enemy to withdraw.

Paige was credited with laying down a heavy volume of fire after the patrol of which he was a member was
caught out in the open enabling other members of the patrol to take cover.

Paige suffered fragmentation wounds in the initial encounter. He then rallied a force which routed the enemy
from their positions, making it possible for helicopters to land and evacuate the wounded men.

LAMAR PLAIN- Co. C, 1-46 Inf. saw most of the action in the operational area shared with the 1st Bde., 101st
Airborne Division.

A total of seven NVA and one VC met their fate in the enoounters, centered about 10 miles southwest of Tam
Ky.

Co. C, 1-46 Inf. killed five NVA in three encounters, while the command and control helicopter of 1-46 killed one
VC four miles further south.

Two NVA were added to the total by Co. C, 1-501 Inf.




Vol. 3 No. 165 Saturday June 14, 1969 CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST June 14
Partly cloudy to mostly cloudy Winds from the northeast at 5 to 10 knots
Temp H9 L80Hum HO90 L50
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Action in southern | Corps yesterday netted 40 NVA and 27 VC killed and 10
weapons captured.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. killed 16 NVA and one VC and captured five weapons.

While conducting a search and clear mission nine miles southeast of Duc Pho, in an area of rolling hills covered
with hedgerows, Co. A, 4-3 Inf. turned an NVA ambush into a rout.

The company was moving along slowly when suddenly hit by a hail of automatic weapons and RPG fire.

The quick reactions by the infantry men stunned the enemy ambushers, who broke contact with the "Jungle
Warriors" and fled leaving the bodies of five NVA slain in the action and four AK-47 rifles behind.

The Americal soldiers quickly reorganized and pursued the fleeing NVA.

In a second duel with the NVA, once again Co. A prevailed, this time kiling 11 more enemy soldiers and
capturing one M-79.

The lone VC was killed by "Aero Scouts" of the 123rd Avn. Bn., two miles north of Duc Pho.

LAMAR PLAIN--For the second straight day, a unit of the 1-46 Inf. saw heavy action as 14 NVA and three VC
were killed and three weapons captured.

Co B, 1-46 Inf., working in the dense mountain jungles, 10 mile southwest of Tam Ky, killed five NVA at 0800
hours.

Two hours later, seven more NVA were downed by Co. B.

B Trp., 2nd Sqdn., 17th Cav. eliminated three VC and one NVA in three encounters, 12 and 15 miles southwest
of Tam Ky.

Co. A 1-502, Inf. of the 1st Bde., 101st Airborne Division killed on NVA and captured an M-1 rifle and one pistol
in action 18 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

While Co. B, 1-502 Inf. found one SKS rifle two miles away.

FREDERICK HILL--196th Inf. Bde. troopers killed seven NVA and 22 VC and captured one weapon in
widespread encounters with enemy forces.

Co. B, 2-1 Inf. in four encounters zeroed in an killed eight VC in an area 15 to 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Units of the 3-21 Inf. accounted for six NVA and one VC killed and one AK-47 rifle captured.

Also F Trp., 8th Cav. permanently stopped the soldiering of four VC.

Ten more enemy soldiers fought their last battle yesterday, as other 196th brigade units made small contacts
west and northwest of Tam Ky. /Historian Note.: There were at least 3 VC KIAs for D 4/31 reported

C Trp., 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav blasted one VC, while the Cavalry unit was operating five miles west-northwest of
Tam Ky.

GENEVA PARK--Three NVA and five VC were killed and one weapon captured in the 198th Inf. Bde. area.

While checking an area 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, in the coastal lowlands, for results of an artillery fire
mission, Air Force CPT Vernon D. Nutter (Syracuse, N.Y.) a 198th Bde forward air control (FAC) pilot spotted
enemy activity on the ground.

"l saw 14-16 VC digging tunnels. About this time | was called by a group of F100's asking if | had a mission for
them."

"I directed them to the position. As they made their pass, the VC tried to evade but five of them were killed."

Co. A, 1-52 Inf. and the 3rd PIt. of H Trp., 17th Cav. found three NVA and one AK-47 rifle, eight miles northwest
of Quang Ngai.

In two airstrikes late yesterday, seven miles northwest of Quang Ngai, directed by 198th brigade FAC's, 27
structures and five bunkers were destroyed.

SAVED HIS LIFE: GET THE PICTURE

A correspondent of the 11th Bde. Information Office possibly had his life spared, when an enemy bullet struck
his camera hung around his neck.

SP4 Rick Soehngen (Levittown, N.Y.) was helping load a wounded soldier of Co. D, 4-21 Inf. on a chopper,
"when we came under AK rifle fire. | turned to my left, in the direction of the fire when suddenly that round hit my
camera. The camera was a total loss, but the round went no further."




Vol. 3 No. 171 Friday June 20, 1969 CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST June 21
Mostly cloudy with a few afternoon showers and thunder showers

Temperature H96 L79 Humidity H92% L50%

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--Units of the Americal Division accounted for 14 NVA and 16 VC killed
and five weapons captured and one destroyed in yesterday's action.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. killed one NVA and one VC and found the bodies of seven
NVA, while capturing one weapon.

At 0905 hours, the recon element of 4-3 Inf. found three NVA Kkilled by artillery, 14 miles northwest of
Duc Pho.

Co. D, 4-21 Inf. made the only contacts in southern Quang Ngai Province, killing one NVA and one
VC in separate encounters, five miles southwest of Duc Pho. The "Gimlets" also captured one AK-47
rifle.

Co's A and D 1-20 Inf., working two miles north of Duc Pho found the bodies of four NVA Kkilled by
airstrikes.

FREDERICK HILL--"Chargers" of the 196th Inf. Bde tallied five NVA and one VC killed and
captured four weapons and another destroyed.

Fifteen miles west of Tam Ky Co. D, 4-31 Inf. engaged and killed three NVA and captured one each
of an M-16, M-1 carbine, and an AK-47 rifle.

Two miles to the east, Co. A, 3-21 Inf. ended the fighting days of two NVA while gathering one AK-
47.

A sister company C found one RPD machinegun destroyed in an airstrike, while Co. B, 2-1 Inf.
found the body of one VC, 15 miles north of Tam Ky.

GENEVA PARK--In the 198th Inf. Bde. area of operations 11 VC were killed.

Gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav. roamed far and wide through the brigade OZ, hunting enemy soldiers.

The "Blue Ghosts" made ghosts of 10 VC encountered during the day.

Also Co. B, 5-46 Inf. added one more VC to the total in a single encounter, seven miles northwest of
Quang Ngai.

LAMAR PLAIN--B Trp., 2nd Sqdn., 17th Cav. accounted for one NVA and three VC killed in three
encounters nine to eleven miles southwest of Tam Ky.

EDUCATION UNDER THE G.I. BILL

Are you eligible for educational assistance benefits under the G. I. Bill.

You are eligible if you need financial assistance to:

(1) Obtain education which you may otherwise might not have been able to afford; or
(2) Resume the educational activities which were interrupted by your military service; or
(3) Further your education or advance your vocational studies.

Your eligibility for these benefits end eight years after your last release, from active duty.




Vol. 3 No. 172 Saturday June 21, 1969 CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST June 22
Fair to partly cloudy with showers in the afternoon. Winds from the northeast at 5 to 10 knots.
Temperature: H 97 L 79 Humidity: H 93% L 55%

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Throughout southern | Corps yesterday, 49 NVA and 19 VC were
accounted for and three weapons captured.

FREDERICK HILL--A total of 43 NVA and four VC were killed and three weapons captured in the
196th Inf. Bde. area.

The 2-5 ARVN's in action, 13 to 14 miles west of Tam Ky, engaged an unknown size enemy force
killing 20 NVA and capturing a 60mm mortar.

Later they found the bodies of 20 NVA killed by airstrikes and artillery in the same area.

Co. D, 4-31 Inf., working 15 miles west of Tam Ky, killed three NVA and one VC and captured an
AK-47 rifle in two encounters.

In other action, units of the 2-1 Inf. killed three VC, captured one NVA soldier and a .45 caliber pistol.

B Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. killed 10 VC in a battle seven miles north of Tam Ky.

The cavalrymen had received 10 to 12 RPG and mortar rounds and retaliated by blasting the enemy
force.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for six NVA and five VC in light action yesterday.

In the only contacts of the day Co. C, 4-21 Inf. spotted approximately 30 NVA, six miles south of Duc
Pho.

Artillery was directed on the enemy position, resulting in two NVA killed.

E Trp., 1st Cav. made the other contact as the APC's were returning from a southern firebase to LZ
Bronco.

SP4 Stephen Spencer (Nanticoke, Pa.) told the action, "An RPG round was fired at one APC, but hit
the ground in front and to the left . A man was seen running from a hedgerow where we had gotten
the fire. We engaged and killed him with small arms fire."

Police call was the order of the day for the remaining units.

The recon element 3-1 Inf. found three VC killed by artillery, five miles south of Duc Pho.

Later Co. A, 1-20 Inf. found four NVA killed by airstrikes in an area three miles north of Duc Pho.

"Aero Scouts” of the 123rd Avn. Bn. reported finding the body of one VC, 12 miles west of Duc Pho.

No kills were reported in Operation Geneva Park and Lamar Plain yesterday.

* k k k%
VIETNAMESE CULTURE

Viethamese people have a habit of not looking into your eyes when they talk to you. One of the
main reasons is that traditionally they do not look into the eyes of those higher in rank when talking to
them. This is to indicate politeness.

AMERICAL NEWS SHEET
MG Lloyd B. Ramsey, Commanding

MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10

PFC Terry Mack, Co Editors

PFC Harry Baumann,

Telephone: Chu Lai 3212
This News Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division, APO 96374, as
an authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
Department of the Army.



Vol. 3 No. 174 Monday June 23, 1969 CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST
Fair to partly cloudy with winds going from south to east at 5 to 15 knots.
Temperature: H93 L 79 Humidity: H 90% L 55%

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL l0)--Action continued to be light and sporadic in southern | Corps as six NVA
and 35 VC were killed and five weapons, one crew-served captured.

LAMAR PLAIN--Americal and 101st Airborne Division units accounted for three NVA and 13 VC
killed.

B Trp., 2nd Sqdn., 17th Cav. killed two VC in separate encounters eight and nine miles southwest of
Tam Ky, while 101st Aviation accounted for another VC killed.

Ground troopers of Co. D, 1-502 Inf. found the bodies of 10 VC while Co. A, 1-46 Inf. uncovered
three NVA Kkilled recently.

IRON MOUNTAIN--One NVA and nine VC were Kkilled, three NVA and five weapons captured by
"Jungle Watrriors" of the 11th Inf. Bde.

A convoy returning to Duc Pho was ambushed four miles south of its destination by an unknown size
enemy force.

APC's of E Trp., 1st Cav. were in the lead, providing protection for the convoy.

SSG Vincent L. Cepeda (Agana, Guam) said, "My APC was in the lead and the initial fire was
directed at my track. It was hit by three RPG rounds. On the third hit | was thrown clear of the vehicle,
but was able to get back on.”

The track managed to move another 400 meters, "but the rounds had started a fire," said Cepeda”
and the APC got so hot we had to dismount."

Co. A, 3-1 Inf. was combat assaulted to the area as other tracks of E Trp. rushed to aid the convoy.

When action subsided, Americal soldiers accounted for three NVA captured, as well as two AK-47
rifles and an RPG-2 launcher.

Co. C, 3-1 Inf. the "Always First" soldiers were first in kills yesterday downing seven VC in two
encounters while making a sweep, five miles southeast of Duc Pho. They also captured one M-1
carbine.

E Trp., 1st Cav netted two VC killed, while the recon element of 4-3 Inf. added one NVA to the total
along with an AK-47 rifle.

The "Old Guard" soldiers of Co. A, 4-3 Inf. discovered an enemy basecamp, 13 miles west of Duc
Pho.

Before the camp was destroyed, one ton of rice was found by Co. A.

FREDERICK HILL--"Charges" put the shock to one NVA and 10 VC actions involving the 196th Inf.
Bde. soldiers.

Elements of 4-31 Inf. and 3-21 Inf. accounted for all but two of the enemy killed in the small
engagements fought mainly west of Tam Ky.

The remaining two were killed by troopers of Co. G, (Rangers), 75th Inf.

GENEVA PARK--One NVA and three VC were killed by "Aero Scouts” of the 123d Avn. Bn in three
contacts, spanning an area eight miles northeast to nine miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

CHU LAI AREA WEATHER

Focus: Temperature Prepared by Staff Weather Office. July and August are the warmest months in our area
though temperatures in the remainder of the country continue to decrease. Average daily highs along the coast
are near 95F and the extreme high temperature in the country is 108F at Qui Nhon. Average minimumn
temperatures at night range from 77-80F. Temperatures for higher elevations can be approximated by
decreasing the temperature 3F for each 1,000 feet increase in elevation.

Variations resulting from forest cover should be recognized and taken into account when planning operations in
which local temperature variations may have a strong effect. The varied topography and ground cover of this
area cause large microclimatic variations over short distances. Thus a leafy canopy would alter the surface
temperature considerably from that observed over open ground. Maximum temperatures below vegetation
canopies are lower and minimum temperatures higher than those observed in open areas and immediately above
canopies.




Vol. 3 No. 175 Tuesday June 24, 1969 CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST June 25

Partly to mostly cloudy with rain showers in the vicinity during the afternoon. Winds will be light and
variable and blowing from the east from 5 to 15 knots.

Temperature; H95 L 80 Humidity: H 90% L 55%

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)--Americal units accounted for 17 NVA and 25 VC killed in a day of light
action in southern | Corps.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The 11th Inf. Bde. accounted for 13 NVA killed.

The "Jungle Warriors" did not have to wait long to record the only Kill of the day. At 0140 hours, LZ
Bronco, hgs. of the 11th brigade came under attack.

The basecamp received 50 RPG, 20 75mm recoilless and 30 82mm mortar rounds.

During the barrage, a ground probe was launched by an estimated three NVA sappers.

One of the intruders, however was zapped instead by riflemen of 1-20 Inf.

Co. A, 4-21 Inf. found the bodies of ten NVA, four miles west of Duc Pho.

At 1920 hours, "Warlords" of Co. B, 123rd Avn. Bn. spotted two NVA killed by artilery, seven miles
northwest of Duc Pho.

Urban renewal was the name of the game for Co. A, 4-3 Inf. when they discovered an enemy
basecamp, 12 miles west of Duc Pho.

"We found eight hootches, a messhall with running water, and several fighting positions. The
enemy must have been there recently, clothes were still hanging from a line and work was being done
on fortifying the hootches," said SGT Douglas Petrillo (Meadville, Pa.).

A search of the camp by the "Old Guard" uncovered 12,000 rounds of AK-47 ammo and 1 1/2 tons
of rice, which were extracted before Co. A destroyed the camp.

FREDERICK HILL--The 196th Inf. Bde. tallied three NVA and 12 VC killed for the day.

Search missions in the OZ uncovered eight VC killed by artillery and two NVA dore in by airstrikes.

Co. B, 2-1 Inf. added four VC to the total in three engagements, 20 to 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Elements of 4-31 Inf., after receiving automatic weapons fire answered back with their own calling
card, a heavy dose of M-16 fire, killing one NVA soldier in action 15 miles west of Tam Ky.

C Trp., 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. turned their might on enemy forces, 11 miles northwest of Tam Ky and
accounted for 10 VC killed.

GENEVA PARK--F Trp., 8th Cav. accounted for three VC killed in separate incidents, nine to ten
miles northwest and nine miles west of Quang Ngai.

LAMAR PLAIN--Co. C, 1-502 Inf., 1st Bde., 101st Airborne Division reported finding the body of one
NVA, 17 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

SN BECOMES SSAN
On July 1, the old Army serial number vanishes and your Social Security number takes its place.
Now is the time to start telling everyone who writes to you to put the new eightdigit number in place of
the old.
Then, if the name or unit on the envelope becomes unreadable, your location can be traced via your
Social Security Number and you will receive your mail.




Volume 3 No. 201 Americal Daily New Sheet Sunday July 20, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST i July 21

Partly to mostly cloudy with rain over the mountains and isolated along the coast. Winds light and
variable NE at 3 to 10 knots. Temperature H94 L 79 Humidity H 90 L 50
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICALIO)i Heavy fighting flared in the WAamerical
yesterday, as 11th Inf. Bde. soldiers killed 15 NVA and one VC and captured four weapons, two of
which were crew-served.

Elsewhere, activity remained light in southern | corps as six VC and four NVA were killed in
scattered action.

IRON MOUNTAIN 7 At 0900 hours yesterday, D Co., 3-1 Inf, while sweeping an area six miles west
of Duc Pho, came under a heavy barrage of mortar fire.

D Co. returned fire on the enemy position and killed two NVA soldiers.

The fAAl ways Fir st 0 thatthis encoanteswas to leerthe firse af senegaticontacts
made in this jungle covered area in the next eleven hours.

A sister company, B Co., was soon deployed to the
AHC, AWarl ordso f rBnmandairdtrikes guided By3Air orcARAGS.

At 1240, a door gunner on the command and control helicopter for 3-1 Inf, killed a lone NVA soldier.
About the same time, B Co. found the body of another NVA who had been killed by airstrikes.

While moving westward towards D Co., B C. engaged and killed two NVA and captured one AK-50
rifle.

A scout dog and handler from the 59th Scout Dog PIt., were working the area when the dog
uncovered an NVA.

The NVA managed to shoot the dog, but the handler, wounded from the fire, dropped the insurgent.

CPT John S. Walder (Wakefield, R.I.) battalion S-3 , described the enemy sitwuatio

in a trench |Iine between two open fields with bamboo v
The hard fought battle conti nued, as the two companies of iAl wa
entrenched enemy.
Finally, at 1915 hours, the men were able to sweep through the enemy infested area. D co. killed
five NVA and B Co. killed two more during the sweep.
Alltoll e d, the fAAl ways Firsto soldiers, with the help of
captured three AK-4 7 6 s , -58,ma ro8ki€t propelled grenade (RPG) launcher, and a 7.62 light
machinegun.
While searching the coastal regions 14 milessouth east of Duc Pho, #2kininl et s o rc

engaged three VC with small arms fire, killing one during the encounter.

The last action of the day occurred at 1920 hours when C Co., 4-21 Inf killed an NVA soldier who
was trying to evade, five miles south of Duc Pho.

LAMAR PLAIN - B Co., 2-17, of the 1st Bde., 101st Abn. Div., killed two NVA soldiers after
engaging six in the mountains 10 miles south-southwest of Tam Ky.

Thirty minutes later, B Co. engaged and killed another NVA in that same
area.

In the only other contact in the Lamar Plain area, a 101st Avn. platoon killed a lone VC 12 miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

FREDERICK HILL&C Co., 2-1 Inf, engaged and killed two VC while operating in the jungles 22 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

Another VC was killed when he was spotted by D Co., 4-31 Inf. The action took place 25 miles west
of Tam Ky.

GENEVAPARKiA Bl ue Ghosto gunships from F Trp., 8th Cav.

NVA in three separate contacts yesterday.

The first contact was made at 0600 (*** Continued on page 2) hours when an NVA was killed in the
jungles 14 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

D Co., 1-52 Inf, found and destroyed 10 bunkers, five tunnels, a 250-pound bomb, and several
assorted rounds of small arms ammunition, five miles west of Quang Ngai City yesterday.

198th Bde. Air Force FACS directed airstrikes yesterday which destroyed a total of 49 structures,
five bunkers, and caused one secondary fire.



Volume 3 No. 202 Americal Daily New Sheet Monday July 21, 1969
CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST i July 22
Partly to mostly cloudy with rain showers cover the mountains in the afternoon. Winds variable at 3 to
10 knots. Temp H93 L 79 Hum HB85 LS50
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) i Americal Division troopers accounted for 16 enemy soldiers killed, five of
which were NVA, and three individual weapons captured yesterday as action was extremely light and
scattered.

FREDERICK HILL3196th Inf. Bde. units killed 10 VVC as action picked up slightly in the Operation
Frederick Hill areas.

APol ar B e ar-81dnf, engagdd the®VC,walldng down a trail while on a search and clear
mission, in the jungles 23 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky.

Charlie Company engaged the trio, killing all three.

Two VC were killed by artillery fire when A Btry., 3-82nd Arty., engaged an unknown size enemy
force, 18 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky.

A recon platoon from the 3-21 Inf while sweeping an area 11 miles west of Tam Ky, killed alone VC
who was trying to evade.

AfChargerin el ements found the bodies of four VC on the

The VC has been killed by Naval gunfire.

LAMAR PLAINTT It was discovered yesterday that the 1st Bn., 501st Inf. discovered two complete
122mm rocket launchers and one launcher tube in a basecamp the unit uncovered Wednesday.

Originally reported as two 90mm recoilless rifle tubes, the rocket launchers are believed to be the
first complete launcher assemblies ever to be found in the Americal AO.

In yesterdayds acti on i nbOiInfiled eneldVA and taptiured hisAKea, D Co . ,
47 when he was spotted in the mountains 14 miles south of Tam Ky.

Two miles further south, B Co., 1-46 Inf, killed another NVA when he tried to evade.

An aviation unit from the 101st Abn., div. killed a VC while sweeping the mountains 11 miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

IRON MOUNTAINGAt 1030 hours yesterday, AWarlordsdo from B C
NVA walking down a trail six miles west of Duc Pho.

The AWarl ordso fired on the enemy, equipment while se

Included in their find was an AK-47, two RPG rounds, 700 AK-47 rounds, five pounds of TNT, 200
pounds of rice, several pith helmets, and assorted medical supplies.

B Co., 3-1 Inf, policed up one M-16 in that same area.

GENEVA PARKAThe command and control helicopter for the 1st Bn., 52nd Inf., observed seven
VC, six of which were female suspects, eight miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai City.

The male evaded, but the females were detained. They were found to be carrying 130 large cans of
mackerel, 72 cans of milk, 10 pounds of potatoes, 10 pounds of salt, and a few bars of soap.

In an area seven miles northwest of Quang Ngai, D Co., 1-52 Inf, found 300 pounds of rice in barrels
in three ten-foot long tunnels.

CPT Vernon D. Nutter (Syracuse, NY.) directed airstrikes which destroyed 10 structures, one tunnel
complex, and caused two secondary explosions.

One of the explosions sent flames 20-feet high. The other was a series of explosions every five to
10 seconds which lasted for 15 minutes and sent smoke boiling 40 meters into the air.

MG Lloyd B. Ramsey, Commanding

MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10

SGT Herb Hartley

PFC Harry Baumann Co-editors

Telephone: Chu Lai 3212

*kkk

This New Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division, APO 96374, as
an authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
Department of the Army.



Vol. 3. No. 204 Wednesday July 23, 1969 (From Steve Hempel Oct 2014)

CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST--July 24

Cloudy with morning and afternoon showers. Winds will be from NW 3 to 10 knots in the AM and
Variable 5 to 10 with gusts to 18 knots in afternoon and evening.

Temp HB87 L77 Hum H 98 L 65

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)8 Another day of light and scattered action was experienced in southern |
Corps as Americal Division soldiers killed nine NVA and an equal number of VC.

LAMAR PLAINGA Pr of e s s i on al-46dnf, $pottednandAestiBated forcelof 62 NVA while
searching the mountains 13 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Aerial rocket artillery was called in on the position, and six of the enemy soldiers were killed.

Elsewhere in the Lamar Plain area, D Co., 1-501 Inf, killed one NVA in a brief encounter which took
place 11 miles south of Tam Ky.

Ten minutes later in that same area, ? Co. of the same unit found the body of anNVA that had been
killed by small arms fire.

The only other contact occurred at 1700 hours ten miles southwest of Tam Ky when B Trp. 217,
engaged and killed a lone NVA.

FREDERICKHILLSA Po | ar Be ar s -1 Iif ergagediive ¥O in the thick triple canopy
jungles 30 miles west of Tam Ky.

Only one of the Communists managed to escape, as D Co. killed four of the enemy.

D Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., working in an area 10 miles westnorthwest of Tam Ky, found the bodies
of two VC who had been killed by atrtillery fire. The VC had been dead for four days.

Alpha Company, 4-31 Inf, found 1,700 pounds of rice while sweeping an area 24 miles west of Tam
Ky.

The rice was in bags and crocks and found buried in and around hootches.

Thefinalacti on in the 196th Bde. area took pfiomCe
Co., 3-21 Inf, engaged and killed a VC who was trying to evade.

IRON MOUNTAINGThe only major action of the day in the 11th Bde. AO occurred at 0545 hours
when a recon element of 4-21 Inf, spotted three VC evading from an area seven miles south of Duc
Pho.

T h e A Gifired oe thestrip, killing one.

B Co., 1-20 Inf, while on a sweep five miles north of Duc Pho, discovered a small basecamp.

In the camp was found enough rice to feed a squad size element for a couple of days, medical
supplies, and an assortment of batteries.

Four hours later, A Co., 4-3 Inf, found another basecamp nine miles northwest of Duc Pho. Found
were three mosquito nets, an entrenching tool, two NVA shirts, four Navy ponchos, five pairs of socks,
and a bottle of ink.

GENEVA PARKGA Bl u e c¢Bdppesstfram F Trp., 8th Cav., killed an evading VC 10 miles north-
northwest of Quang Ngai City for the only enemy casualty in the 198th Bde. area.

Elements from 1-52 Inf, searching in the same area, found an additional 15 bunkers and three
spider holes.

While on a search and clear mission 11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai, B Co., 1-52 Inf, found a
booby-trapped 105mm round with a vine attached to it being used as a trip wire.

MG Lloyd B. Ramsey, Commanding

MAJ Paul B. Parham, 10

SGT Herb Hartley, Editor

Telephone: Chu Lai 3212

*kkk

This New Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division, APO 96374, as
an authorized Army publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
Department of the Army.
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Vol. 3. No. 207 Saturday July 26, 1969 CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST--July 27

Mostly cloudy to cloudy with a few rain showers expected, with variable winds from the NE at 3-5
knots, increasing to 3-10 knots.

High temp--92 low 77 High Humidityd93 low 55

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)--Thirteen VC and four NVA were killed in southern | Corps yesterday as
Americal Division soldiers experienced light and scattered action.

The Americal team also captured 10 individual weapons.

FREDERICK HILL--Two seemed to be the magic number for the "Polar Bears" of B Co., 431 Inf, as
they killed two NVA and two VC and captured two AK-47's in the jungles 18 miles west -northwest of
Tam Ky.

The first contact came at 1020 hours when B Co. engaged and killed one NVA and two VC.

An hour later, the company engaged three NVA, killing one of them.

While working in the coastal regions 18 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky, A Co. of the 26th Engr.
Bn, engaged three VC.

The "White Lions" of A Co. managed to kill one of the Communists.

The final action of the day in the 196th Bde, OZ was recorded by D Trp., 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav., while
operating in the jungles 17 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

D Trp. killed two VC during the encounter.

IRON MOUNTAIN--The "Warlords" of B Co., 123rd Avn. Bn., spotted two VC trying to evade, 12 miles west of
Duc Pho, at 1730 yesterday.

The VC were taken under fire and killed By B Co.

Elsewhere in the 11th Bde. area, "Sykes Regulars" from B Co., 1-20 Inf, captured five VC suspects five miles
north of Duc Pho.

Four of the suspects were women and admitted belonging to the Women's VC Association.

At 1815 hours, B Co. captured four more female suspects, seven miles north of Duc Pho.

While in the process of transferring the suspects to LZ Bronco, B Co. spotted a male suspect walking towards
the company.

When the female suspects spotted him, they yelled and he ran into a nearby bunker. The VC was killed while
trying to evade.

In a delayed report of Thursday's action, D Co., 4-3 Inf, spotted six NVA walking down a trail.

Artillery was called on the force, and killed two enemy soldiers.

LAMAR PLAIN--While on a search and clear operation in the mountains 14 miles southwest of Tam Ky, B
Co., 1-46 Inf, engaged five NVA soldiers.

The NVA quickly dispersed, but the "Professionals” soon found what they were after--a small weapons cache
containing seven SKS rifles.

Alpha Company, 1-502, found the graves of two VC who had been killed by airstrikes while searching an area
eight miles southwest of Tam Ky.

The final action in the Lamar Plain area took place 10 miles south of Tam Ky when ekements of C Co., 1-501 Inf,
found a French sub-machinegun.

GENEVA PARK-The only contact in the 198th Bde. OZ occurred at 0820 hours when the recon element of
the 1st Bn., 52nd Inf., observed two VC in the mountains 10 miles westnorthwest of Quang Ngai City.

Attillery strikes were called in on the position and killed the two VC.

B Co., 1-52 Inf, while moving through an area four to 10 miles northwest of Duc Pho, found and estimated 8,145
pounds of rice.

The rice was hidden in 55-gallon drums and clay crocks.

B Co. also captured a VC suspect in the same area who was later determined to be a VC sympathizer.

The third platoon of D Co., 5-46 Inf, received small arms fire 11 miles northeast of Quang Ngai. The platoon
returned fire and silenced the enemy activity.

A sweep of the area resulted in the detainment of a group of VC suspects, two of which were later classified as
VC infrastructure.

B Co., 1-6 Inf, found an old helipad, six miles west of Chu Lai. A trip wire, attached to a B-40 rocket was
stretched across the helipad and rigged so that the down-draft of a landing helicopter would detonate the rocket.
B Co. blew the rocket in place.

A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., killed an evading VC while sweeping a mountainous region four miles south of Tam
Ky.
"Musket" gunships from the 176th AHC destroyed 12 structures while flying in support of the 546 Inf., 12 miles
south of Chu Lai.

The gunships were commanded by CW2 Robert J. Davies (Lincoln, R.l.), WO1 Gary Williams (Phoenix, Ariz.),
WO1 Thomas G. Melin (Clyde Park, Mont.), and WOL1 Richard T. Hulsey (Smyrna, Ga.).

It's never too late to learn. Enroll in a USAFI course. For details see or call the location center telephone 2311



Vol. 3. No. 231 Tuesday August 19, 1969
Partial Image.........cccvevevcverieesinnnns
H-92L-7 5 -90% L-50% Tomorrowds humidity H
CHU LAI (AMERICAL) i Extremely heavy fighting erupted in a section of the southern | Corps area
while other action continued to be light.
AMERICAL Division soldiers killed 148 NVA during a day-long engagement which lasted into the
late evening with an unknown-size enemy force around LZ West, 19 miles west of Tam Ky.
iThe enemy body count could be much |l i gherdawHédmnmhwe oc
LTC Cecil M. Henry (Rome, Ga.), commander of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde., at West.
Action flared early in the day near the AMERICAL basecamp and continued until late evening as
artillery and air support aided infantrymen in smashing the NVA element.
il was receiving fire from at | east an NVA platoon w|
completely wiped them out, o sai-3l1CIPAf@hbh Gbttecar, coc
AMERICAL soldiers initially made contact with an NVA company yesterday around LZ West, killing
eight of the enemy.
IRON MOUNTAIN i Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. encountered a slight rise in enemy action, netting five
NVA and 11 VC killed during scattered fighting.
A team of Rangers from G Co., 75th Inf. (Ranger), working under the operation control of the 11th
Bde, came into contact with six to eight NVA six miles south of Duc Pho early this morning. Team
|l eader SSG Robert J. Pruden (St. P a u Ithe bushiinfrontof r el at ed:
me . I fired i mmediately and killed him.2o
Just an hour later, D Co., 4-3 Inf. sprang an ambush four miles west of Duc Pho and one NVA was
killed.
Two VC were killed 11 miles north-......... missing text here.............
They detained a VC suspect one mile north of Duc Pho. Later in the afternoon, two more were
detained 12 miles west of Duc Pho.
Mortars were fired by B Co., 4-3 Infantrymen into a suspected enemy position. During a later sweep
of the area, three NVA bodies were found.
During a noon outbreak for fire, the recon element of the 1st. Bn., 20th Inf. killed two VC five miles
west of Duc Pho. A search followed and three ChiCom grenades and documents were found.
Slightly heavier fire broke out when troopers of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. spotted 10 VC wearing web
gear. Fire was exchanged and four bodies were found.
In the last action of the day, three VC were killed by artillery fire when A Co., 3-1 spotted seven VC
and called in the fire.
GENEVA PARK - - Extremely light contact was made with enemy forces by 198th Bde. units
operating west of Chu Lai. One NVA and two VC bodies were found during search and clear
operations while two small enemy basecamps were discovered.
In early afternoon, two VC, killed by small arms fire during a firefight
yesterday, were found by a Ranger team from G Co., 75th Inf. (Ranger) 10 miles, southwest of Chu
Lai. Thirty minutes later, the team walked into a small deserted base camp consisting of seven
hootches, one of which was 75 feet long. Six tunnels and 18 boxes of small arms ammo were found
in the area.
The NVA body was found by D Co., 1-52 Inf. nine miles northwest of Quang Ngai. His submachine
gun was confiscated. Later in the day, in the same area, D Co. found 50 pounds of rice in a hooch.
As two members of B Co., 546 Inf. entered a hooch nine miles northeast of Quang Ngai in an
apparently deserted hamlet, they engaged two VC escaping out the back door. The VC eluded their
pursuers and left behind a medical kit, two bags of rice and assorted clothing.
This was in the same area where nine tons of salt was found the pervious night. Six additional tons
have been found in assorted caches bringing ............cccc....... missing text.................



Vol. 3 No. 234 Friday August 22, 1969 CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST August 23

Partly cloudy, becoming mostly cloudy late Sat. Isolated thundershowers and rainshowers are
expected in the mountain areas. Winds are expected to be light and variable southeast along the
coast at 10-15 knots Temp. High-96 Low-77  Humidity 90 Low-50

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

FREDERICK HILL--Americal Division soldiers accounted for 138 NVA in sporadic contact in the
Operation Frederick Hill area, 16-23 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky Thursday.

An element of the 4th Bn, 31st Inf. made a systematic search in the area of Wednesday's contact,
three kilometers northeast of the Hiep Duc area. The Americal soldiers found 103 NVA, who were
killed by small arms fire, artillery and helicopter gunships of F Troop, 8th Cav.

Another element of the 4th Bn, 31st Inf. was attacked by an unknown size enemy force employing
small arms and rocket propelled grenades, approximately three kilometers southeast of LZ West,
Thursday morning. The enemy broke contact about 0700 and three NVA were found killed by small
arms fire.

Elements of the 3rd Bn, 21st Inf, continued their probe toward the site of a helicopter that crashed
Tuesday afternoon. For the second day in a row, the American forces were engaged by the enemy,
and sporadic contact continued throughout the day, hindering any substantial forward movement.
Gunships and artillery supported the Americal soldiers and the two units accounted for 17 additional
NVA kills.

In other scattered incidents in the general area, 15 NVA were Kkilled by helicopter gunships and
artillery.

By midnight, elements of the 4-31 and 3-21 Inf. had killed more than 450 NVA in four days of contact
in the LZ West-LZ Center-Hiep Duc area.

IRON MOUNTAIN--In the first action of the day, the "Sykes Regulars" of the 1-20 Inf. accounted for
the deaths of three NVA. A Recon element of the unit was working in an area six miles northwest of
Duc Pho when the action occurred. The unit had just crossed Highway 15 and started moving
through the brush at the base of a mountain.

SP4 Clifton Godfre (Rome, Georgia) described the incident. "We got to the base of the mountain
and started hearing voices all around us. More than likely they thought we were anather group of
NVA because they hollered "lai dai" (come here) to us.

"The flanking element of our unit opened up on the NVA, killing three of them. We captured one
pack, a first aid pack, and a couple of Chicom hand grenades."

PFC Billy Huesgen (Dubugue, lowa), said, "The platoon of NVA was so close, the voices sounded
like my buddy next to me was talking to me."

In an early morning incident, the "Warlords" of B Co. 123d Aviation Battalion detained one military
age male 16 miles west of Duc Pho. The VC suspect was taken to LZ Bronco for further questioning.

In the only other significant incident of the day, A Co., 3-1 Inf. found the black pajama-clad body of a
VC 19 miles north of Duc Pho. He had been killed by artillery fire two hours earlier.

GENEVA PARK--The hottest area of the day in the 198th Brigade's operational zone seemed to be
located 12 miles west of Quang Ngai.

Saber gunships yesterday morning detained two VC suspects in the area.

Later in the day, a brigade forward air controller, Air Force Captain Chuck Tarr (Niceville, Florida)
directed three airstrikes in the area which destroyed eight structures, three bunkers, and damaged five
additional structures.

In the late afternoon, Saber gunships of D Trp, 1-1 Cav received gunfire which was immediately
returned. On a subsequent sweep of the area, D Co. 1-52 Inf. found three dead NVA and captured
one. One AK-47, one AK-44 and two other rifles were also captured.

A Vietnamese female, wounded by a VC thrown Chicom grenade, was medevaced to the 91st
EVAC Hospital in Chu Lai. She was trying to flee from a group of VC who were trying to organize a
PSYOPS meeting 5 miles west of Chu Lai.

A Co., 5-46 Inf. discovered 1,000 pounds of rice and 1,000 pounds of corn hidden in 15 hooches in
an operation 13 miles north-northeast of Quang Ngai. This is only 6 miles northwest of the area
where B Co., 5-46 Inf. made their big salt find a few days ago. The total of that cache continues to
rise. The men of B Co. have bagged 35 tons of salt thus far.

CHU LAI TV For the latest in the world of sports, news, and weather around CHU LAI: AFVN 13



Vol. 3 No. 235 Saturday August 23, 1969 CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST August 24
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0)--The fighting, although not as intense as Thursday's, still centered around LZ West. In
yesterday's action, Americal Div. soldiers killed 45 NVA and 9 VC, capturing one individual and two crew-served weapons.

Nineteen NVA bodies were found yesterday, the victims of artillery and air strikes called in to support the infantry
companies of 3-21, 15 miles west of Tam Ky.

In fighting that began after day-break, five NVA were killed by men of A Co., 3-21 when an unknown size enemy
force was engaged 15 miles west of Tam Ky.

In mid-morning action, C Co., 2-1 Inf. killed four NVA and captured a machinegun in a brief firefight with an unknown size
enemy force in the same area. Just after noon, B Co., 3-21 Inf. killed eight NVA in an intense exchange of fire less
than a mile away.

Attillery was called in on an enemy position when C Co., 3-21 spotted a group of NVA. Two bodies were found
in the area after a sweep was made.

FREDERICK HILL-The Americal Div. company was in the enemy impact area. Mortar rounds whooshed
overhead and exploded close by. Taking the only cover he could find, PFC Marion Feaster (Deland, Fla.) dove
and submerged into a nearby stream. During the confusion that followed as rounds continued to fall, the rest of
his unit, B Co., 4-31 Inf., pressed on to their night defensive position, unaware that they were leaving Feaster
behind in enemy territory.

"I don't think it really ever hit me how bad a shape | was in," Feaster remarked later.

"It never occurred to me that | might be captured and not be able to get back to my buddies,” he continued.

He had grabbed a damaged radio to keep it out of enemy hands. He clutched it under his arm and waded
upstream as quietly as possible. He hoped to rejoin his unit since he knew approximately where his company
was to set up its night defensive position.

"But I miscalculated,” laughed Feaster. "When | came out of the stream | came face to face with another group
of NVA. My lucky stars must have been shining that night because they mistook me for an advance point man,
leading an American element."

Thinking Feaster would lead a larger element into their ambush, the NVA let him pass.

"They realized their mistake too late," said Feaster. "By the time they began firing at me | had almost made it to
my unit's perimeter.”

What password did PFC Feaster use to get by the infantrymen guarding his company’s perimeter?

"None," replied Feaster. "l just ran like hell. My buddies were too busy blasting the NVA to worry about me."

IRON MOUNTAIN: Scattered enemy attacks in the 11th Bde. OZ have stepped up the fighting in this area, netting seven NVA,
two VC and two weapons, one crew-served.

Early yesterday morning LZ Debbie, four miles southeast of Duc Pho received hand grenades, satchel charges, RPG, and
small arms fire while an unknown size force tried to penetrate the perimeter. Infantrymen of C Co., 4-21 returned the fire, killing
two NVA and capturing an RPG-7 launcher.

At 0420 in the morning, less than two and a half hours after the attack on LZ Debbie, A Co., 43 Inf. received small arms and
RPG fire 10 miles west of Duc Pho.

Artillery was directed on the suspected enemy position and a later search of the area revealed that five NVA had been killed.
Eighteen Chicom grenades and a B-40 rocket were found in the area.

In other early morning action, D Co., 1-20 Inf. found the body of one VC 30 meters outside their perimeter as they returned to
their night defensive position six miles northwest of Duc Pho. A rifle and three Chicom grenades were found by the body.

About two miles south of Duc Pho a northbound convoy comprised of military and civilian vehicles was ambushed from both
sides of the road by an estimated 50 NVA. The convoy received satchel charges, RPG and small arms fire before 1LT Phillip
Spackman (Decatur, Ga.) a platoon leader of E Trp., 1-1 Cav. led five APCs into the area to defend the convoy.

GENEVA PARK--Action in the 198th OZ continued sporadically with 7 VC killed in yesterday's fighting.

Yesterday morning, five graves were discovered by D Co., 1-52 Inf. 12 miles northeast of Quang Ngai. In these were four VC
bodies. The VC were reported to have been killed by artillery that had been fired into the area during previous action.

Less than an hour earlier, the 2nd platoon of A Co., 1-52 Inf. received small arms fire while sweeping an area six miles
northwest of Quang Ngai. Fire was returned and one VC was killed. A chicom grenade, a first aid pack, a plastic protective
mask and a pistol belt were recovered.

A short time later, another element of A Co., 1-52 Inf. found 4,000 pounds of rice stored in buried 55-gal. drums about five miles
northwest of Quang Ngai. Documents were also discovered.

In the same location two hours later, A Co., 1-52 Inf. found an additional 2,400 pounds of rice also buried. Nearby, four 8X10
foot bunkers and four tunnels, one of which was 50 meters long, were discovered. All were destroyed with explosives.

In the last action of the day, A Co., 546 Inf. clashed with an unknown size enemy force 12 miles northeast of Quang Ngai.
Two VC were killed in the exchange of fire.

INCOME TAX INFORMATION

Military personnel serving in Vietham do not have to file tax returns while stationed here. They may wait to file a tax retun up to
180 days after leaving the Republic of Vietnam.

AN M-16 RIFLE COSTS $124.00.....KEEP YOURS SECURED!
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Winds will be from the south to south-east at 3-8 knots.

Temp. Highd95 Low--97 Humidity Highd90 Low--50

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO)---Action tapered off in the Americal Division area yesterday, following intensive
fighting that raged earlier in the week.

In Saturday's action, Americal soldiers accounted for 34 kills, 23 of which were NVA, and captured eight
weapons.

IRON MOUNTAIN--In yesterday's action in the 11th Brigade's operational zone, the "Old Guard" of D Co., 4-3
Inf. had a man rally to them at 0745, four miles northeast of Duc Pho.

SGT Wayne Ralston (Buffalo, N.Y.) gave the following account of the incident. "We had one mane walk into our
night defensive position. The man said he had not eaten enough in four days, and was tired of being chased and
running." The rallier said he was part of a 20-man element assigned to a .51 caliber machinegun.

Four hours later, the unit came across some fresh diggings. A search of the area uncovered a carbine.

In a Friday action, "Sharks" of the 174th Assault Helicopter Company were called on for support against an
unknown size enemy force two miles south of Duc Pho. The final tally credited the gunships with killing 11 NVA.
The men of the brigade S-5 section also detained two NVA in the same action.

FREDERICK HILL--Action was significantly reduced in the Hiep Duc-LZ West area, where Americal
soldiers killed a total of 12 NVA soldiers yesterday.

Northeast of the Hiep Duc refugee settlement, elements of the 4-31 Inf. with other detached
elements, engaged an estimated NVA platoon shortly after noon and killed 11 of the enemy.

In the valley area southeast of LZ West, where infantrymen have encountered a stubborn, dug-in foe for the past
five days, an element of the 3-21 Inf. engaged seven NVA early yesterday morning and killed one.

Elsewhere in the 196th Bde. area, cavalrymen from F Trp., 17th Cav, killed one VC about five miles northwest of
Tam Ky.

GENEVA PARK--Action in the 198th Brigade's OZ yesterday centered around an area six miles northwest of
Quang Ngai. The results of the day showed nine enemy killed, four VC suspects detained and five weapons
captured.

The heaviest action of the day occurred six miles northwest of Quang Ngai when men from A Co., 152 Inf. and
Saber gunships from D Trp 1-1, in a joint operation, engaged and killed seven VC. Four VC suspects were taken
into custody and three AK-47s and two pistols were captured in the afternoon incident.

Earlier in the day, elements of D Trp 1-1 engaged and killed one VC in the same area.

The "Professionals" of A Co. 5-46 Inf. were credited with killing one VC after a firefight with an unknown size
enemy force 20 miles northeast of Quang Ngai.

In a delayed report, B Co. 1-52 Inf. made contact with a group of VC crossing a river six miles northwest of
Quang Ngai Wednesday night, killing one.

In another delayed report, A Co., 1-52 Inf. uncovered 700 pounds of rice in buried metal 55-gallon drums in the
same area.

An increase in the tempo of fighting in southern | Corps during the past week resulted in 555 Kkills for
Americal Division soldiers, 496 of which were NVA, Twenty-four weapons were also captured, four
crew-served.

The heaviest fighting erupted Monday around LZ West, 19 miles west of Tam Ky. 196th Brigade
soldiers killed 148 NVA during day-long fighting which lasted into the evening with an unknown size
enemy force.

The fighting continued to center around LZ West Wednesday where 35 NVA were killed and 45
more bodies were found as a result of Monday's action.

Heavy fighting erupted again when Americal soldiers were credited with killing 138 NVA in contacts
16-23 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky Thursday.

By midnight Thursday, elements of the 4-31 Inf. and 3-21 Inf. had killed more than 400 NVA in four
days of contact in the LZ West-LZ Center-Hiep Duc area.

The fighting, although not as intense as Monday's or Thursday's continued to center around LZ
West, Americal soldiers were credited with killing 45 more NVA Friday.

MILITARY PERSONNEL CLAIMS ACT

Following necessary claims, you can reimbursed for personal property that is lost, damaged, or destroyed when
shipped under orders in connection with travel under orders or during the performance of military duty. But if you
fail to protect your property while it is still in your possession, or if you neglect to file a claim as soon as possible,
your right to repayment may be lost. Consult your claim officer for detailed information on forms and filing
procedures.
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CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST i September 12

Fair to partly cloudy with winds coming from the west at 3 to 7 knots in the morning and east in the
afternoon 3-10. Temperature H95 L 75 Humidity H98% L 50%

CHU LAI (AMERICAL) T Activities in southern | Corps continued to be light Wednesday as Americal
Division units reported killing seven North Viethamese Army regulars and two Viet Cong.

GENEVA PARKAWhile sweeping an area 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, the first platoon of
Charlie Co., 5-46 Inf. received small arms fire. They immediately returned the fire, killing one VC.

A few hours later, popular forces, working with A Co., 546 Inf., detained a VC suspect 14 miles
northeast of Quang Ngai.

Elsewhere in the 198th Infantry Brigade operational zone yesterday, two VC suspects were detained
by a Vietnamese element working with men of the 1-52 Inf. in an area eight miles northwest of Quang
Ngai.

FREDERICK HILL&Three NVA soldiers were killed when they engaged the infantrymen of Charlie
Co., 1-46 Inf. manning an observation post ten miles southwest of Tam Ky. Contact was made at
0935 hours and broken a few minutes later. An AK-47 was seized in the action. Shortly before noon,
the recon element of B Co. 3-21 Inf. received fire while working in an area 10 miles west of Tam Ky.
One VC was killed in the brief skirmish.

In the only other contact of the day, C Co, 4-31 Inf. received small arms fire from a group of NVA
while on an operation 17 miles west of Tam Ky. The Americal soldiers countered with mortar and .50
caliber machinegun fire, killing four of the enemy.

Do you want to attend a 40-week electronics school when you DEROS? See your career counselor
today.
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CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST i Sept. 13

Continued fair to partly cloudy and warm. Winds will be light and variable becoming easterly in the afternoon at 5
10 knots. TEMP High95 Low-75 HUMIDITY High95 Low-50

CHU LAI (AMERICAL) i Stepped up fighting Thursday in southern | Corps resulted in the Americal Division
units killing 42 NVA and 18 VC. Seventeen individual weapons and six crew-served weapons were seized during
the day.

FREDERICK HILL3LZ Siberia, a forward fire base of the 4-31 Inf. weathered an early morning attack
by an NVA sapper battalion in which 31 enemy soldiers were killed and one captured.

The LZ was attacked under the cover of intensive RPG, recoilless and B-40 rocket fire. The sappers
were also equipped with flamethrowers.

The attack was repelled by company B of the battalion with fire support from C Battery, 3rd Battalion
of the 82nd Attillery, also located on Siberia.

Before the fighting was over, the enemy was also pounded by Army and Air Force gunships and
tactical air strikes.

Among the captured weapons were 11 AK-4 7 6 s  ab@,dwo Poket launchers, and a
flamethrower.

In other action in the 196th Bde. operational zone, gunships of F Troop, 8th Cawv. killed eight Viet
Cong in three separate encounters 8-10 miles northwest of Tam Ky. The actions occurred within an
hoursdé time yesterday afternoon.

Shortly before noon, while patrolling an area 15 miles west of Tam Ky, the men of Alpha Co. 3-21 Inf. received
small arms fire from an NVA element. Three of the enemy were killed in the ensuing fire fight.

Elsewhere, the bodies of seven NVA soldiers were found by C Co. 3-21 in an area 16 miles west of Tam Ky.
Artillery fire was listed as the cause of death.

The long range recon teams from Co. G. 75th Inf. (Rangers) engaged five VC while on amission west of Tam
Ky. Fir was exchanged briefly before the Communists broke contact and fled, leaving behind two dead.

IRON MOUNTAINGThe daybd6s biggest action in the 11th Bde. 6s operat
of the 4-21 Inf. and Vietnamese forces were combat assaulted into an area southeast of Duc Pho.

Landing in two groups, one group was utilized as a blocking force and positioned at the base of a hill near a
village they intended to search. The other group was inserted on the other side of the village and began pushing
forward.

1LT Percy Lambe (Chicago), a platoon |l eader with the Americ
indicted that every time a friendly unit came into the area, the VC would run into the hill. This was the reason for
putting the blocking force at the bottom of the hill .o

Shortly after the operation began, a chopper flying in the area spotted movement. Moving into the area, several
holes and a tunnel complex were uncovered.

A claymore mine was placed at the entrance of the tunnel and fired to clear it of enemy and booby traps. Five
dead and one wounded VC were found in the search that followed. three individual weapons were also seized in
the incident.

In other action, the body of a dead VC was found shortly after daybreak at LZ Liz, headquarters for the 1-20 Inf.
The enemy had been killed earlier in the morning. A satchel charge was also discovered in the area.

At 1405, Aero Scouts of the 123d Aviation Battalion observed a group of VC four miles southwest of Duc Pho.
Artillery was called in, killing one of the enemy soldiers.

Two hours later, the Aero Scouts spotted two NVA in an area 16 miles west of Duc Pho. They were
immediately engaged. Results of the action showed one NVA killed.

GENEVA PARKdWhile working in an area 11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai, Alpha Co., 1-52 Inf. came into
contact with an enemy force of unknown size. The Americal soldiers received RPG and small arms fire at 1730.
They returned fire and killed one VC. An RPG launcher and 4 B-40 rockets were captured in the action.

Six air strikes were conducted in the Bde. operational
zone Thursday. The heaviest damage reported was in an area 11 miles north-northeast of Quang Ngai. Forward
Air Controller Captain Chuck Karr (Niceville, Fla.) directed a strike there that destroyed 12 military structures.

MG Lloyd B. Ramsey, Commanding

MAJ John T. Pauli, 10

SP5 CIiff Miyashiro, Editor

Telephone: Chu Lai 3212
This New Sheet is published daily under the supervision of the 10, Americal Division, APO 96374, as an authorized Army
publication. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of the Army.

SERGEANT RE-UP SAYS
Did you know that you could possibly reenlist for a station close to your home under the Army Air Defense Command Program.

So donot be bashful, now is the time to find out andl9erfie pl ace to f
you candt see your takaihus ileashamiletamd wave as pou gomy. a n d
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CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST i Sept. 17
Mostly cloudy with winds from the northwest at 5 to 10 knots.
Temperature H93 L77 Humidity H 92 L 50
CHU LAI (AMERICAL) 7 Action in southern | Corps was again light as Americal Division units
accounted for nine NVA and eight VC killed, as well as six weapons captured.
FREDERICK HILL 7 Most of the action was in the mountainous region near LZ Siberia, 24 miles

westhort hwest of Tam Ky, where Compa-linkesamd®inttnd C of the
contact with unknown size enemy forces within a half-mile of each other. The companies first
encountered the enemyatfour odcl ock in the afternoon and didnét br e

evening. At that time both companies had killed three NVA.

Another NVA was killed when he was spotted running through the rough terrain 24 miles west of
Tam Ky, by a Helix aircratft.

Co. C, 2-1 Inf. spotted and killed a lone VC in a rice paddy 7 1/2 miles west of Tam Ky.

IRON MOUNTAINOT he 11t h | nf -20 M. detadad a Viet Congsuspett in the early
afternoon three hours later it detained an NVA northwest of Duc Pho. The man said he had been left
behind that morning, but was told that someone would come back for him later. Going on this
information, ASykes Regularso set up an-hoardateysh for hi s
two NVA were spotted coming along the path carrying a bag of rice between them. The company
tried to take the two alive, but they evaded and a chase sprang up, during which one of the NVA was
shot.

Co C, 3-1 Inf. engaged and killed two VC trying to avoid them 12 miles southwest of Quang Ngai,
collecting two AK-44 rifles in the process.

Aiwarl ordso gunships of Co. B, 123 Avn. Bn. observed o
engaged and killed him in a rice paddy six miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Another Helix airplane spotted movement in the tall elephant grass 11 1/2 miles northeast of Duc
Pho, and called in air strikes which resulted in one killed.

GENEVA PARKGH Trp., 17th Cav. killed three VC in two encounters, both 11 miles northwest of
Quang Ngai. At 4:30 that afternoon, the troopers engaged a 15 man force of VC, killing two hours
after and a mile away, they killed another VC when they came into contact with a ten man force.

Three weapons, a French mm sub-machinegunandtwo AK-4 76 s wer e f owléldf. by Co. B.
during a seep of the hilly jungle 25 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

PSYOPS

The pen may not be mightier than the sword, but Psychological Operations has proved that it has a
place beside it. For the pen, the loudspeaker, and the leaflet are the weapons of the PSYOPS team
uses to wage their war of words against the enemyda war that cost the enemy over 19 thousand
soldiers through the Chieu Hoi Program last year. Yes-psychological operations is an effective fighting
force in Vietham. PSYOP,...a funny sounding word, with an important meaning to you.

SERGEANT RE-UP SAYS
FOR REENLISTMENT INFORMATION-see your career counselor today. STAY ARMY.
VIETNAM WAR TROPHIES

Everybody in Vietnam is interested in war trophies; especially if the trophies are firearms picked up
in the field. However, sawed-off shotguns, rifles with barrels more than 16 inches, zip guns, automatic
weapons, silencers, along with tanks and aircraft may not be taken home.

If you have a war trophy and it conforms to the regulations to be sent home, contact our Provost
Marshal and Adjutant General sections. they will give you the information you need.

KEEP YOUR WEAPON CLEAN!

ol
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CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST i Sept. 19

Cloudy with showers with winds from northeast and west at 5 to 10 knots. [?northeast and west?]
Temperature H85 L 75 Humidity H 98 L 60

CHU LAI (AMERICAL) 7 Southern | Corps continued to be the scene of light and scattered action Wednesday
as Americal units killed 18 North Viethamese Regulars and three Viet Cong. The bodies of 25 Communist
soldiers, 17 NVA, were also reported discovered in the day?os:s

Frederick HilldIn the first action of the day infantrymen of Delta Co., 3-21 Inf., while working in an area 14 miles
northwest of Tam Ky, spotted a lone NVA. The enemy soldier was immediately engaged with small arms fire and
killed.

A few minutes later, C. Co., 3-21 Inf. discovered the graves of four VC eight miles west of Tam Ky. All had been
killed by artillery no more than 24 hours earlier.

In the first of two actions involving troopers of F Troop, 8th Cav., an was engaged and killed 21 miles west of
Tam Ky at 1050.

Three hours later another lone NVA was spotted and killed by the Cav. unit 1? miles west of Tam Ky.

Elsewhere, the bodies of 17 NVA Regulars were discovered by the men of Charlie Co., 431 Inf. as they swept
an area 20 miles wets of Tam Ky.

The graves of eight VC were found by elements of the 2-1 Inf. yesterday morning.

The first find was made by C Co., in an area eight miles west of Tam Ky. The four enemy soldiers had been
killed by artillery.

Three hours later, Delta Co. uncovered the graves of the other four communists, killed by small arms fire, eight
miles northwest of Tam Ky.

In action Monday, a group of approximately 100 VC was observed seven miles north of Tam Ky. Battery A, 3
82 Artillery responded to the call for artillery with a barrage of 105mm rounds. A subsequent sweep of the area
revealed 15 of the enemy had been killed.

GENEVA PARKd&While working in an area six miles northwest of Quang Ngai, Alpha Co., 1-52 Inf. received
small arms fire from a position 300 meters north of their location. The 198th B Co. soldiers returned the fire, killing
one VC and capturing his SKS rifle. Three VC suspects were also detained in the early morning skirmish.

In the only other action of the day in the 198th Bde. operational zone, troopers of H Troop, 17th Cav. called in air
strikes when they spotted 10 NVA Regulars 12 miles northwest of Quang Ngai. A forward air controller, Air Force
Captain Chuck Kerr (Niceville, Fla.), directed the air strikes which killed eight of the communists.

IRONMOUNTAINGI n t he first action of t le¢hemenpfAlphaCa,BEeInNf11t hoés oper a
engaged a single VC as he attempted to evade them. The enemy was killed five miles west of Quang Ngai.

A North Viethamese Army ambush on a Bde. convoy was successfully beaten off late Wednesday afternoon
three miles south of Duc Pho.

Shortly before the ambush, Landing Zone Bronco, Bde. headquarters, received three enemy 122mm rockets.

AiThis is the second time this sequence of events has happen
base defense commander. The enemy has tried to turn our attention to the direction from which the rockets are
fired, thus enabling them to hit one of our convoys. o0

Shark gunships from the 174th Assault Helicopter Company and Cobras from the 123rd Aviation Battalion
helped to route the ambushers.
A reaction force, Delta, Co., 4-21 Inf., was flown to the scene. Sweeping the area they made contact with the
enemy force three times, killing five enemy, and capturing three AK-47s.
The convoy control helicopter was also credited with killing two communists.
In the final action of the day, a VC was killed by the infantrymen of A Co., 43 Inf. 16 miles west of Duc Pho
shortly before dark.
CHU LAIG&In a surprise ceremony at the 91st Evacuation Hospital, the Commander of U.S. Forces in the
Republic of Vietnam presented the Armyo6s highest award for ¢
most beloved entertainers.
General Creighton W. Abrams flew from Saigon to Chu Lai to make the presentation yesterday afternoon. Mr.
Jessel had just finished giving a show for patients at the hospital.
The 71-year old celebrity has entertained U.S. troops as an actor, singer and comedian for more than 30-years.
He received the Outstanding Civilian Service Medal for his fourth tour in the republic of Vietham.
Upon receiving the medal, Mr . Jessel commenteds—- AThis is on
except for the time when General Grant pinned a medal on me in 1862.
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CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAST i Sept. 20

Cloudy to mostly cloudy with scattered morning and afternoon showers. Winds variable 5 to 10 knots.
Temperature H89 L 75 Humidity H95 L 60

CHU LAI (AMERICAL) T Action in southern | Corps was extremely light and widespread Thursday as
Americal Division units reported killing seven enemy soldiers, five of them whom were Viet Cong.

GENEVA PARKOJEight enemy 122mm rocket launchers were captured b infantrymen of Charlie Co.,
5-46 Inf. early in the morning 24 miles southwest of Tam Ky. The Launchers were found in a bunker
under a group of hooches surrounded by heavy vegetation. Also seized were eight tripods, three
sights and three bore brushes, all made specifically for a 122mm rocket launcher.

Later in the day, four VC were spotted and engaged by the men of Co. D, 1-52. as they were
sweeping an area eight miles west of Quang Ngai. One of the enemy soldiers was killed before the
other managed to escape.

Two hours later, at 1800, gunships of Delta Troop, 1-1 Cav. engaged two North Vietnamese Army
Regulars killing both 10 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

Elsewhere, troopers of B Trp 1-1 Cav. found two 155mm rounds 11 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.
The rounds were destroyed in place.

While sweeping an area 12 miles northwest of Quang Ngai, the scene of fighting between NVA and
Americal forces Wednesday, the men of A Co., 1-52 Inf. and H Trp., 17th Cav. found the bodies of 14
more enemy soldiers. The finds raised the total of communists killed the fighting to 22. Fifteen were
killed by air strikes, six by gunships and one by small arms fire.

FREDERICK HILLAJust before dawn yesterday morning, Alpha Co., 4-31 Inf. received
four hand grenades while working in an area 21 miles west of Tam Ky. The 196th soldiers
immediately countered with small arms fire. A subsequent search of the area turned up an
enemy AK-50 rifle.

Infantrymen of C Co., 3-21 Inf. accounted for the deaths of three VC in a skirmish 14 miles
northwest of Tam Ky at 1330. One of the enemy managed to escape, but the Americal
soldiers were able to capture a packet of enemy documents, an assortment of medical
supplies and an enemy flag.

Landing Zone Siberia, approximately 25 miles northwest of Tam Ky, received three 82mm
mortar rounds during the day. No damages were reported in the incidents.

IRON MOUNTAIN---In the only engagement of the day, members of Alpha Co., 4-3 Inf.
spotted and fired upon a single VC, killing him. The action took place 16 miles west of Duc
Pho shortly after dusk.

The graves of two NVA soldiers were found by Co A, 1-20 Inf. two hours earlier as they
swept an area eight miles northwest of Duc Pho.

LZ Bronco, 11th Bde. headquarters received nine 82mm mortar rounds at 1:50 yesterday
evening. Little damage was caused by the attack.

LZ Bronco T In a colorful outdoor ceremony, COL Hugh F.T. Hoffman Jr. (San Antonio, Tex) succeeded
COL. Jack Treadwell (Ashland, Ala.) as CO of 11th Inf. Bde.

COL Treadwell who has been assigned as G-3 of the 4th Army at Ft. Sam Houston, has commander [sic] since
March.

In a brief farewell addr ess, he noted the progress of the
proven that they will go where the enemy situation dictat e s . 0

MG Lloyd B. Ramsey, the division commander, presented the outgoing commander the Legion of Merit with
second oak leaf cluster, the Air Medal with the one through twelve clusters, and the Soldiers Medal.

COL Hoffman served previously in RVN as a deputy senior advisor to the 7th ARVN Division in 1964 to 65.

He comes to the 11th Bde. from USMA at West Point where he was director of military instruction. The new
commander is a 1948 graduate of the Academy.

ilt is a privilieogoetandiaa ngraownd trhiesgsecord of the 11th Bde.,

SECURITY REMINDERS OPERATIONAL SECURITY
Check your documents, clear your desks,

Secure your office i Stay out of a mess
Doné6t | et old Charlie have his way,

Keep him guessing every day.

Donated by Edward J. Beauchamp
Southern Cross emblem - AMERICAL DAILY NEWS SHEET
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Chu Lai (AMERICAL I0) - Moderate action was noted in southern | Corps yesterday as
Americal Division units accounted for 17 enemy soldiers killed in scattered contacts.

FREDERICK HILL - Elements of the 4-31 Inf. spent an active day yesterday as they killed
nine enemy soldiers and uncovered a large rice cache.

Early yesterday morning, Charlie Co., 4-31 Inf was combat assaulted from LZ West to
check out a suspected enemy location. As they neared their landing zone, gunships flying
security spotted movement and fired into the area.

The 4-31 Inf. Battalion commander, LTC Thomas Breen then spotted two enemy killed
from his command and control helicopter.

The Americal Division soldiers landed without further incident and moved out to check out
the area, trapping yet another Viet Cong.

"Upon landing, we got a report from LTC Breen that he had spotted two enemy bodies,"
related SP4 Milton Bates (Ripley, Miss.), "and he wanted us to search and identify their
bodies. While looking for them, our point man saw something moving in a spider hole in
front of him. He very cautiously queried 'Chieu Hoi' with no results." A grenadewas thrown
into the enemy's hiding place, killing one VC

Delta Co., 4-31 Inf., working near LZ Prep, was aided by a team of CIDG personnel
yesterday.

Sweeping across a small hill covered with heavy vegetation, the infantrymen uncovered a
large rice cache. Four thousand pounds of unpolished rice was confiscated from large
woven baskets.

Moving out again, the alert CIDG point man spotted movement. The movement turned out
to be an enemy soldier positioning himself for an ambush. The ambush was runed and the
allies opened up with a deadly volley of small arms and automatic weapons fire, killing five
VC and capturing two AK-47 rifles.

At noon yesterday, the third platoon of Bravo Co., 2-1 Inf. was inserted into the mountains
west of Tam Ky to search a suspected enemy location.

The "Chargers" soon found and engaged an estimated platoon of entrenched NVA
soldiers. In the ensuing firefight, supported by gunships the 196th Brigade soldiers
accounted for four NVA killed ant three AK-47's and a machinegun of unknown make
captured.

In mid afternoon, the second platoon of Delta Company, 2-1 Inf was assaulted to Bravo
Co.'s location to aid in the search. The joint effort produced to AK-47s and 15 cans of
medical supplies.

*kkkkkk
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Chu Lai (AMERICAL I0) i The tenacious troopers serving under the Southern Cross granted the
enemy no reprieve yesterday as 18 Communist soldiers were killed in the southern part of the First
Military Region.

GENEVA PARK
Yesterday morning, Bravo Co. 1-52 Inf., found a maze of 10 bunkers and hooches built together in
an area northwest of Quang Ngai . I nside the bunkers,

discovered five AK-47 magazines, two CHICOM grenades, five mortar rounds, one RPG with seven
rounds and another antitank weapon. Also found were two Viet Cong bodies dressed in brown
uniforms. The two Viet Cong had been killed as the results of an airstrike earlier in the week. All of
the weapons and munitions were evacuated to a nearby LZ.
IRON MOUNTAIN

While covering a combat assaultfor1-20 I nf ., i n the | owlands north of Duc
gunships of the 174 Aviation, accounted for one Viet Cong killed when he was observed evading in
the area. A rocket run by the gunships produced a secondary explosion in the area towards which the
Viet Cong was evading.

Elsewhere, Bravo Co. 4-21 Inf., found two dead Viet cong on a search and clear mission in the
foothills south of Duc Pho. The enemy Kills were credited to artillery from FSB Debbie.

Also yesterday, Alpha Co. 3-1 Inf., found 2,200 pounds of rice in the lowlands northwest of Duc Pho.
The cache was found buried in a ditch and was covered with plastic.

Later yesterday afternoon, Alpha Co. uncovered a second cache consisting of 1000 pounds of rice.
This cache was found buried in 55 gallon drum.

FREDERICK HILL

Early yesterday morning, one VC was killed by Charlie Co. 3-21 Inf., when he attempted to flee from
a fortified structure that was concealed within a treeline just above a series of rice paddies northwest
of Tam Ky.

In other action, Alpha Co. 3-21 Inf., accounted for two NVA killed and a AK-47 confiscated during a
sweep of a double canopy hillside yesterday afternoon northwest of Tam Ky.

IN431 I nfantryds area of operations two VC were killed
gunship southwest of Tam Ky. The gunship, which was on a resupply mission, spotted an enemy
evading along a rice paddy dike before opening up with their M-60 machinegun.

Later yesterday, Alpha Co. 4-31 Inf., spotted several NVA 150 meters to their front attempting to
evade in the heavy brush southwest of Tam Ky. One of the NVA soldiers was killed in the action while
the remaining soldiers evaded into the double canopy jungle. Captured in the brief engagement were
six NVA packs, one AK-47 and 50 AK-47 rounds.

SPACE AVAILABLE TRAVEL ON R&R AIRCRAFT

Budgetary restrictions have dictated a reduction in R&R flights. Although this will not have an
adverse affect on personnel participating in the program in a required R&R status, it has reduced the
number of space available seats for personnel in stand-by status, i.e. leave and R&R standby. All
personnel planning to travel in a space available category (Leave and R&R Standby) on R&R aircraft
should be advised not to make definite plans i.e., having dependents travel to R&R locations, making
hotel reservations, etc., prior to their firm booking at the in-country processing center on the day of the
flight.

AMERICAL NEW SHEET This News Sheet is published daily under the
supervision of the 10, Americal Division, APO
MG A. E. Milloy, Commanding 96374 as an authorized Army publication. Views

CPT Leland Johnson, 10 and opinions expressed are not necessarily those
PFC David F. Chavis, Editor  of the Department of the Army.

Telephone: Chu Lai 3212

Want to extend your DERQS? There is one sure way to do it, go AWOL, All AWOL time will be
added to your DEROS date.




The next section is comprised of articles published in the Americal Division Newspaper. The first three issues were
monthly beginning in May 1968 and then weekly until just before the division stood down in November 1971. Articles
were mostly written by soldiers in the Public Information Office of the Americal Division.

27MAY68 Americal Division Southern Cross Newspaper
Americal Infantrymen Make Historic Strides

CHU LA\ - Vietnam's newest and only named division - the Americal Division-made historic strides towards the
goal of peace in Vietnam during its first 13 months of operations.

The original Americal Division was organized for operations in the steaming jungles of New Caledonia in May,
1942.

The birth of Americal in Vietham marked the beginning of many changes in the complexion of the war.

When the soldiers of the 196th Lt. Inf. Bde, landed at the Chu Lai airstrip April 20, 1967, they became te first
Army combat troops in the | Corps Tactical Zone. Since these original "pioneers" arrived, the Army has gradually
expanded its large-scale combat operations farther and farther north, an now has troops fighting right up to the
demilitarized zone.

The original Americal soldiers were members of the 196th Lt. Inf. Bde,; the 1st Bde., 101st Abn. Div.; and the
3rd Bde., 25th Inf. Div. (later redesignated at the 3rd Bde., 4th Inf. Div.), and were a part of Task Force Oregon, a
force conceived by Gen. William C. Westmoreland, commander of U.S. forces in Vietham.

The division is currently made up of the 196th, 198th, and 11th infantry brigades, and is conducting three
major, named combat operations-Wheeler/Wallowa, Muscatine and Burlington Trail.

Operation Wheeler was launched by the 1st Bde., 101st Abn. Div., before the paratroopers departed the
Americal for the Il Corps Tactical Zone. The fighting was directed at the elimination of the 2nd North Vietnamese
Army Div., which ad been using the area in the highlands northwest of Chu Lai at will for years.

The 3rd Bde., 1st Air Cav. Div. launched Operation Wallowa some three weeks after the initiation of Wheeler,
and the two operations were combined on November 11, 1967, making Wheeler/Wallow one of the longest
running operations being conducted in Vietnam.

The "Gary Owen" skytroopers met and badly defeated elements of the 2nd NVA Division in action in the Que
Son Valley shortly before they left the division last January.

With the departure of the original brigades, the operation was taken over by the men of the 196th Inf. Bde.; 3rd
Bde., 4th Inf. Div.; and 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. It is now controlled by the 198th Inf. Bde.

Wheeler/Wallowa has been the leader of the division's combat operations and is perhaps typical of their pattern.

The fighting is steady, with U.S. soldiers working doggedly to rout a wellentrenched enemy from positions he
has regarded as "home" for years. It has been basically unspectacular, but the enemy is gradually becoming
dislodged and the area is becoming more secure.

As of May 8, Wheeler/Wallowa forces had accounted for 3,396 North Viethamese Army and 4,335 Viet Cong
soldiers killed.

Operation Muscatine, a multi-battalion operation in the northern district of Quang Ngai Province, was launched
in early December by the 198th Inf. Bde. with one battalion of the 3rd Bde., 4th Inf. Div. placed under the brigade's
operational control.

The division's third assigned maneuver brigade, the 11th Inf. Bde., arrived from Hawaii on December 20, and
lost little time in becoming an effective fighting force. The "Jungle Warriors" were placed in charge of fighting in
the Duc Pho area and have since taken over Operation Muscatine as well.

Operation Muscatine elements had killed 1,040 Viet Cong and 11 North Vietnamese Army soldiers as of May 8.

Many of the battles of the operation have been joint efforts with the soldiers of the 2nd ARVN Div., which is
headquartered in Quang Ngai.

The soldiers of the 11th Bde recently concluded Operation Norfolk Victory in the mountains southwest of Quang
Ngai. In this operation, they destroyed a major enemy base of operations and discovered a cache containing
some 126 weapons and 1,000 pounds of raw explosives.

A total of 45 Viet Cong were killed in the operation.

Operation Burlington Trail was initiated in mid-April to open the road from Tam Ky to Tien Phuoc, a Special
Forces camp and district headquarters in Quang Tin Province.

As of May 8, some 311 enemy soldiers had been killed by members of the 198th Inf. Bde. conducting the
operation.

The communist Tet attacks launched throughout Vietham wee met with combined ARVN and Americal forces in
southern | Corps, and the enemy was unable to make any significant gains in the area, though several cities and
American base camps became targets for both mortar and rocket and human wave attacks.

In the past 13 months American and ARVN efforts, both individually and combined, have doubled the teriitory
considered controlled by the Vietnamese government.
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‘Chargers' Find Hospital, Weapons

LZ BALDY-While an element of the 198th Inf. Bde. was searching near a hidden enemy hospital,
revealed to it by a former North Vietnamese soldier, it uncovered the largest weapons cache in
brigade history.

Co. B of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf., commanded by Capt. William L. Speer, of Ottawa, Kan., had been led
to the well-camouflaged hospital by the soldier shortly after noon of the first of two days of uncovering
weapons.

The find was made 10 miles south of An Hoa.

After his men had searched the hospital complex, Speer sent out squads to check the area
surrounding the structures.

"l figured that if the enemy had such a complex hospital system here, there had to be some
weapons in the area," he commented.

As the infantrymen scouted the area, they discovered three separate weapons caches within 50
meters of the hospital, containing a total of 225 weapons.

"They were found in camouflaged bunkers from five to 10 meters apart," Speer reported.

By the end of the first day, the Charger company had found 205 weapons. In a continued search,
the soldiers found 20 more weapons hidden under a rock near a creek bed.

Speer said the only opposition they encountered during the action came when an alert pointman
killed a North Vietnamese soldier who was attempting to ambush the U.S. troops as they made there
way up a mountain trail above Antenna Valley.

In addition to the weapons, the company uncovered gas masks and medical supplies and text books
in the hospital.

Some 200 articles of clothing were also found.

Southern Cross Newspaper May 1968 PAGE 8.
Carson Scout Locates Cache

LZ BALDY - A company of the 196th Inf. Bde. and a Kit Carson scout uncovered 10,000 pounds
of enemy rice in a hidden cache recently in Antenna Valley.

The scout, Cao Tan Bon, obtained information about the rice from Viethnamese who had witnessed
enemy activity. He then passed it on to Capt. Purless Merrell, of Downey, Calif., commander of Co. C
of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf.

The captain turned the rice over to the Vietnamese Refugee Center at Duc after it was removed
from the area
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196TH GIVES PROTECTION
TO LOCAL RICE GROWERS

LZ BALDY--A battalion of the 196th Inf. Bde. recently teamed up with Regional and Popular Force
elements to protect the rice harvesters in the
Antennae Valley, five miles southwest of Hoi An.

As a result of the four day operation, the Viet Cong were denied the use of some 66 tons of rice, and
the residents of the Duc Duc District were insured a food supply.

"My people and | consider this rice harvest a great success," said CPT Triem, district chief

"I personally feel that joint operations like this one are the most effective way of defeating the enemy
and bringing peace to my country. | enjoyed working with the 196th during the rice harvest and hope
we can
work together again soon."

During the four days, two companies of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. secured the high ground around the
valley while two Regional Force companies and five platoons of Popular Force soldiers provided
security in the valley and the road entering it.

About 200 Viethamese from neighboring villages harvested the rice daily.

The operation was especially important because the enemy has used the area as a principle rice
supply source in recent years.



Bcce Act

This 4th Bn., 31st Inf. soldier does a tricky balance act
crossing a stream near Hoi An. (Photo by Sp5 Donald W.
Evanger, 196th Inf. Bde.)

June 68 Southern Cross - Photo Caption Page 6
Balance Act - This 4th Bn., 31st Inf. soldier does a tricky balance act crossing a stream near Hoi An.
(Photo by Sp5 Donald W. Evanger, 196th Inf. Bde.)
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MEN CLEAN UP OLD HOME

FSB WEST-Soldiers of the 19th Inf. Bde's 4th Bn., 31st Inf. recently returned to an old home here
only to discover that some unwelcome new neighbors had moved in too. After some heavy fighting
north of Hue, in Operation Delaware the battalion moved back to this fire base, nestled
deep in the Que Son Valley.

But things had changed in the old neighborhood, and it took an extensive "urban renewal" project to
rid the area of enemy bunkers and trenches in the same area where the "Charger" battalion had
accounted for 390 enemy kills last January.

55 Killed

The soldiers also killed 55 North Vietnamese regulars in their quest to regain control of the area.

The hill was a maze of enemy trenches, bunkers and barbed wire, held by a force of 200well-armed
and equipped North Vietnamese.

Four thousand meters from the hill, the first contact was made by 4/31st Inf. companies making
intense sweeps of the area.

Open Up

The enemy force opened up first with a mortar barrage, then with recalless rifle fire and heavy
caliber machinegun fire. CPT Aldon Holborn, of Los Angeles, Calif., called in artillery and gunship fire
to suppress the enemy fire as other battalion elements moved into the area. Once the
enemy position was established as a bell-shaped bunker complex on the hilltop, heavy air strikes
were called to cover the Chargers as they began assaulting the position.

As the action continued, enemy mortars began harassing the American troops.

Stop Harassment

"Once we saw 12 NVA mortarmen moving about on the side of the hill. The jets were on them
almost instantly and their harassment ended as quickly as it had started,” recalled SP4 Don Pratti, of
Los Angeles.

As a two-company Charger force neared the hilltop, air controllers spotted a force of 60 armed
enemy soldiers retreating down the other side. Some were carrying dead and wounded.

In addition to the 55 kills, the infantrymen found 12 caved-in tunnels holding weapons, ammunition
and supplies.
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Pet Croaks
After Pills

FSB WEST--Unit mascots in Vietham come in all sizes and shapes, but very few of them croak on
rainy nights and like to munch on malaria pills.

Members of the 196th Inf. 4th Bde. 31st Inf. however, found one to fill the bill----a frog called "Count
Dracula."

"We were playing cards In the tent one rainy night when we heard this eerie
croaking noise," related PFC Glen Harvey, of St. Louis Mo., a clerk.

As the soldiers scattered to find the source, a big frog bounded out from under the table. They
decided to keep it for a pet and gave it malaria pills
which It seemed to like.

This strange taste was apparently the animal's undoing, however.

Harvey said the Count disappeared shortly after gobbling up seven of the little white pills.

01Aug68-Southern Cross Vol. 1 No. 4. Page 6
‘Chargers'
Find Weapons
Ammunition
By SP4 GEORGE HAWKINS
196th Inf. Bde.

LZ BALDY-Soldiers of a 196th Inf. Bde. company uncovered 15 weapons, a large supply of
ammunition and explosives and a complex of fortified huts during a recent search and clear operation
in the Que Son Valley.

"The NVA soldiers apparently heard us in the area and left in a hurry, because they had thrown a lot
of equipment into high grass near the huts," related CPT John R. Wolfe, of Marcellus, Mich.,
commander of Co. B of the Brigade's 4th Bn., 31st Inf.

"Many of the rounds and a few weapons had been hastily tossed in the grass.

"We started probing and found rockets, mortar rounds and numerous hand grenades," he added.

The complex consisted of 25 well-camouflaged huts hidden in a ravine, and most of the enemy
weapons were hidden under false floors in the huts.

The weapons included four light Chinese communist machineguns.

"Many of them were still wrapped in cosmoline," Wolfe said.
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Gray 'Rocks'
Volatile Find

FSB WEST--Soldiers searching a former enemy Valley recently, uncovered the North Vietnamese.

The men of Co. B of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. had discovered the abandoned enemy camp in a
mountain canyon above the valley.

While searching grass huts in the camp, "Polar Bear" infantrymen discovered a concealed opening
in a floor. They entered and found a room containing 600 pounds of polished rice, cooking utensils,
medical supplies and a bin filled with what appeared to be a collection of light gray rocks.

"When my men started talking about an NVA rock collection | knew there was more to it than met
the eye," recalled CPT John Wolfe, of Marcellus, Mich., the company commander.

Looked At Rocks

"l looked at the 'rocks' but couldn't figure them out, so | called on my radio-telephone operator, who
had been a geology major in college," he said.

The RTO concluded that the rocks were probably natural and the gray matter was probably organic.
After studying them, chipped off a piece of one and put a match to it.

"It started burning like C-4," Wolfe said.

Examined

He sent some of the rocks to battalion headquarters to be examined.

"About two weeks later, we were notified that we had found an NVA-used high explosive called
'heleite,” and for the most part, that the rocks were a natural substance found chiefly in North
Vietnam," Wolfe said.

17Aug68-Southern Cross Vol. 1 No. 5. Page 6
Soldier Learns 'Sleeping Safety'

FSB WEST--A soldier in the 196th Inf. Bde. recently learned just how important picking a safe place
to sleep can be.

The men of Co. B of the brigade's 4th Bn., 31st Inf. had set up a night defensive position after taking
a hill near here, and SSG Eugene Mathis, of Merdec, Calif., and SP4 George W. Perry, of East St.
Louis, Ill., had chosen a sleeping area.

They were sound asleep until awakened by an early-arriving helicopter.

When Perry got up, he noticed a thin wire running under his air mattress.

"He checked it out and discovered that it ran to a hidden 106mm round which | had been sleeping
on," Mathis said.

"If Mathis had rolled around too much during the night, it should have been the end of all of us,"
Perry commented.

"You can bet I'm going to be more careful where | sleep from now on," grinned the Charger" platoon
sergeant.
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Chargers Find
NVA Mess Hall
By SP4 GEORGE HAWKINS
196th Inf. Bde.

FSB WEST--Soldiers of the 196th Inf. Bde. uncovered a North Vietnamese base camp complete
with mess hall after dealing a swift defeat to an enemy reaction force in a recent action northwest of
Tam Ky.

Infantrymen from the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. were conducting a company search and clear mission in the
Que Son Valley when they began receiving heavy enemy fire from a woodline in front of them.

CPT John Wolfe, of Marcellus, Mich., commander of Co. B, sent two of his platoons towards the
woodline while another put suppressive fire into the area in which the enemy was hiding.

Moved Close

The assaulting platoons moved in close enough to throw grenades into bunker openings where the
North Vietnamese regulars had hold up.

During the fight, the soldiers killed five enemy and captured their weapons.

"After we eliminated the enemy we moved cautiously into what we thought was a deserted village,"
recalled Wolfe.

"When we entered the area we discovered numerous spider holes and fighting positions circling 20
grass huts and a large mess hall with cooking facilities."

Found Weapons

The "Chargers" also uncovered several weapons and some ammunition.

Assorted medical supplies, abandoned rice stores, uniforms and web gear were also found in a
search of the camp.

"There appeared to have been a lot of NVA billeted here," Wolfe said.

"We apparently encountered a rear guard element, which delayed us while the main body moved
into the hills."
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Resor Tours Division Base Camps

Secretary of the Army Stanley R. Resor spent a day during his recent trip to Vietnam to visit with
Americal Div. commanders and tour a dozen landing zones and base camps.

Hosted by MG Charles M. Gettys, division commander, Sec. Resor started his quick helicopter
tour of the area at LZ Bayonet, and hopped from landing zone to landing zone, going as far west
as LZ Mellon.

Chatting with 1LT Edward D. Henry, CO of Co. C, 4th Bn., 31st Inf. of the 196th Inf. Bde., at LZ
Mellon, the secretary commented:

"Your company occupies an important strategic position here in | Corps. You and your men
have helped stope the flow of enemy personnel and supplies into the area.”



POINTING OUT his AO, 1LT Edward D. Henry, CO of
Co. C, 4/31, is watched closely by Army Secretary Stanley R.
Resor (center), along with MG Charles M. Gettys, Division
commander, and COL Frederick J. Kroesen, CO of the 196th
Inf. Bde. (far left.) (Photo by 196th Inf. Bde.)

Photo Captions-

1. POINTING OUT his AO, 1LT Edward D. Henry, CO of Co, C, 4/31, is watched closely by
Army Secretary Stanley R. Resor (center), along with MG Charles M. Gettys, Division
commander, and COL Frederick J. Kroesen, CO of the 196th Inf. Bde. (far left.) (Photo by 196th

Inf. Bde.)

A
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SIGHTING IN on an artillery target at LZ Mellon during
his July 31 trip to the Americal Div. area of operations, Army
Secretary Resor is instructed by SFC Dannis Creighton, mor-
tar platoon sergeant with Co. E, 4/31. (Photo by 196th

Inf. Bde.)

2. SIGHTING IN on an artillery target at LZ Mellon during his July 31 trip to the Americal Div.
area of operations, Army Secretary Resor is instructed by SFC Dannis [sic?] Creighton, mortar
platoon sergeant with Co. E, 4/31. (Photo by 196th Inf. Bde.)
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‘Chargers' Fight On In Wheeler/Wallowa (photo of 196 LIB patch).
Story By SGT Paul S. Forman
Art By SP4 Brian C. Bardwell
Photos By 196th Inf. Bde

LZ BALDY--When the 196th Light Infantry Brigade, the Army's first light brigade, landed on the beaches of Vung Tau in
mid-August, 1966, it was the beginning of continuous and successful contact for the "Chamers" throughout Vietnam.

The Brigade originally set up its base camp four miles west of Tay Ninh City on the edge of Communist War Zone C. In
heavy combat, the "Chargers" scored impressive victories over the Viet Cong in Operations ATTLEBORO, CEDAR FALLS,
JUNCTION CITY, GADSDEN aND LANCASTER, killing more than 700 VC and destroying numerous enemy base camps and
supplies.

First Move

In the first of many moves, the 196th came to Chu Lai in April 1967, to reinforce the Ill Marine Amphibious Force unts in |
Corps.

As the first major Army unit in | Corps, the "Chargers" assumed responsibility for defense of the Marine air base at Chu Lai.

During the first few months in Chu Lai, the Brigade opened two major highways to Allied travel, while killing 400 VC and
disrupting enemy plans.

In November, 1967, after becoming an organic brigade of the newly-formed Americal Division, the 196th moved again. This
time it moved to Hill 35, north of Tam Ky, which brought with it the responsibility for Operation WHEELER/WALLOWA.

In this, the Brigade's longest sustained operation, the "Chargers" have accounted for 3,500 enemy soldiers killed and 1,100
weapons captured.

In the first major contact of the new operation, "Polar Bears" of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf.,teamed up with "F" Troop, 17th Amored
Cavalry in a three-day battle. The action cost the 2nd NVA Division 118 dead and 56 enemy weapons captured.

Two weeks after the contact, known as the Thanksgiving Day Battle, a 38-member VC unit surrendered under the Brigade's
Chieu Hoi program.

The "Gimlets"--of the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf,, presented the Brigade with its finest Christmas present by uncovering an enemy
cache containing 140 weapons.

Tet Offensive

The new year brought the "Chargers" into their heaviest contact with the 2nd NVA Division. The action left another 466
enemy killed, as the stepped-up offensive by the NVA failed.

In early February the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., was called upon to support the 1st Marine Division in defense of Da Nang. In athree-
day battle, the "Legionnaires," in Task Force MIRACLE, dealt a swift and decisive blow to NVA elements trying to infiltrate the
Da Nang Military Complex. In a brief contact, 317 NVA regulars were killed and 33 weapons captured.

In March, the Brigade moved to LZ Baldy and the surrounding landing zones. Contact quickly picked up as artillerymen from
the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty., joined Brigade infantrymen in a 10-hour battle. Pinpoint artillery fire supported the ground action and
accounted for 34 of the 78 enemy killed.

Large Weapons Cache

In April, a former NVA soldier led Bravo company, 4th Bn., 31st Inf., to a welkcamouflaged hospital. After securing the
complex, an intensive search turned up 225 enemy weapons--28 of which were crew served-and a massive quantity of
ammunition.

Soon the Brigade was again on the move. The planned invasion of the NVA stronghold in the A Shau Valley brought them to
Camp Evans, north of Phu Bai. During Operation DELAWARE, the Brigade provided security for the 1st Air Cavalry Division
base camp.

As the operation was drawing to a close, the 3/21 "Gimlets" moved north of Dong Ha to engage the enemy in a fierce 10day
battle. Part of Operation NAPOLEON/SALINE, the battalion killed 579 NVA regulars and captured 129 weapons.

Returning to LZ Baldy and Operation WHEELER/WALLOWA the brigadesmen combined artillery, air strikes and fierce
ground fire to whip a determined NVA force. The three-day battle for Hill 406 and two other hills west of Baldy netted 30
enemy killed and numerous weapons captured.

The "Chargers" are under the command of COL Frederick J. Kroesen.

Photo Captions:

1. Pencil Drawing of two soldiers walking with their M-16s at the ready
in full gear including helmets.

2. Photo - 196th medic treats boy

3. Photo - Resupply chopper brings goods to the field.

4. Photo - 'Charger' cautiously enters tunnel

5. Photo - Elusive enemy constantly sought. (Men riding on ACAV with .50
caliber and M-60 machine guns at the ready.)

6. Smoke marks the spot for approaching choppers.

7. 'Flying Red Horsemen' blast away at NVA. (Note 3/82nd Artillerymen
observe their 105mm rounds impacting way out in the valley below them.
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A Fish Story

LZ BALDY--It started when Sp4 Jim Paxton (Oregon, Mo.), a radio operator from the 196th Inf.
Bde., was on a canteen filling mission for his buddies in the jump command post of the 4th Bn., 31st
Inf.'s HHC section.

"While | was filling the last canteen, a fish jumped out of the water," said Paxton.

"l ran back and got my long whip antenna, rigged a hook from a safety pin and used some thread
from a sewing, kit," he added.

"After a few casts the fish hit the line so hard that he broke it before | could pull him in," added the
"Charger RTO.

Then the company got the call to move out.

Although he didn't get a chance to catch it, Paxton swore that the fish must have been at least.....
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A Cool Cargo

Mellon A La Mode

LZ MELLON--A company from the 196th Inf. Bde. was amazed and overjoyed recently when a
division helicopter landed with a cool cargo.

The day before, LTG Frank T. Mildren, USARV deputy commander had come to visitC Co., 4th Bn.,
31st Inf. at this isolated landing zone, and spoke with the men about chow.

All agreed that the hot chow flown here from battalion headquarters was good, but the "soupy" ice
cream came in for criticism.

When COL William Levin, food service director of 1st LOG Command, heard of the ice cream crisis,
he took immediate action.

Teaming up with MAJ James Henrionnet, division G-4, he decided that bringing ice cream to Mellon
would be a good test for their new Army thermal unit.

The self-contained, refrigerated "goodhumor-man" unit was packed with 30 gallons of ice cream for
its maiden flight.

Some two hours later, the cache of ice cream arrived here--still hard and cold.

It took C Co.'s happy soldiers three trips through the line to finish off the last of the cold treat.
However there was one complaint.

As one soldier remarked, "Now the ice cream is so hard, it breaks our plastic spoons!”
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A Good Friend Is Hard to Find

FSB WEST-Kindness paid off recently for soldiers of the 196th Inf. Bde. working in Operation
Wheeler/Wallowa.

"We were conduting a search and clear operation when we found a former Viet Cong who had
decided to help our side," said SP4 Robert Martinez of El Paso, Tex., a fifleman with Co. B of the
brigade's 4th Bn., 31st Inf.

"After we fed him, we continued our mission. We had traveled pretty far when one of our men was
overcome by heat. Immediately, the former VC offered to carry the man's pack; and carried it to the
night location.

"The next morning after we had fed the soldier and given him shelter, he led us to a hidden VC
booby trap which would have triggered a 500-pound bomb," Martinez said.
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"Incoming..."

LZ BALDY--Would you believe a soldier with the 198th Inf. Bde. was hit in the back with an incoming
60mm mortar round and lived to tell about it?

"l was so busy ducking bullets | really didn't know what had happened," said SGT Phillip Darrington
(Patterson, N.J.) of A Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf.

"I remember we were assaulting an enemy position and drawing heavy automatic weapon and
mortar fire," said the A Co. squad leader, "Suddenly | was knocked down hard."

The "Charger" lay dazed until one of his men dragged him into a nearby hole.

"When | regained my senses one of my men said | had been knocked down by an incoming mortar
round which bounced off my back and exploded on down the hill," said Darrington.

"l wasn't even hit by any shrapnel., and | had only minor bruises where the round had hit me," he
added.
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Dubbed Outpost
LZ Is 'Way Out'

LZ BALDY--Somewhere deep in the Que Son Valley is a landing zone of the 196th INf. Bde. so
remote its men refer to it as "The Outpost.” It's called Mellon.

"Our primary mission here is to observe enemy infiltration routes running east, from Laos to Kham
Duc," said 1LT Edward Henry, commanding officer of C Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf. "When we moved to LZ
Mellon intelligence reported heavy NVA infiltration and resupply traffic on roads in the area.”

Lights on Road

The company observed the lights of many enemy infiltrators on the trails and roads during the night.
But after repeated mortar and artillery fire missions, the traffic came to a stop.

A recent visitor to LZ Mellon, Sec. of the Army Stanley R. Resor, observed the enemy infiltration
routes and told LT Henry, "Your company occupies an important, strategic position here in | Corps.
You and your men have helped stop the flow of enemy personnel and supplies into the area."

Battalion Base Camp

The company sends out combat sweeps every day. Recently, one platoon discovered an enemy
battalion-size base camp, complete with mess hall.

"We found one dead NVA soldier in the camp. He had webgear, a grenade basket, and was
probably one of the NVA that probed our perimeter the night before," concluded the CO.
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On A Bamboo Pole

Flag Flies Over LZ

LZ BALDY--High above a small command post at LZ Mellon, Old Glory waves gently, in the breeze.

The landing zone is the home of C Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf. of the 196th Inf. Bde.

Solemn Ceremony

A squad from the 3rd PIt. forms in front of an improvised bamboo flagpole. Their platoon leader calls
them to attention and men all over the area pause and salute as the retreat ceremony is conducted.

"Everyone on the hill stops wheat they are doing at 6 p.m.," said 1LT Edward Henry, the CO. "All the
men don their steel pots and should their weapons.”

Tradition Begins

1LT Dickie Dixon, leader of the 3rd PIt., explained how the tradition began. "One of my men brought
back a small American flag from R&R. We had the flag at our CP for a few days when my platoon
sergeant suggested a makeshift flagpole outside."

"The bamboo flagstaff was built and then someone suggested a small group should raise and lower
the flag daily.

"Things seemed to snowball from then on," noted LT Dixon. "Now everyone comes out when retreat
is called each night. It isn't mandatory, but everyone does it and looks forward to it."

Morale Factor

LT Henry remarked that the evening retreat had become a great morale factor for the company. No
one has to be reminded and all seem to appreciate the moment of honor for their flag.

Except for the calls of jungle birds, there is a respectful silence on LZ Mellon, as each man stands
next to his position, saluting his nation's flag.
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No Helmet Saves Medic
FSB WEST--A 196 Inf. Bde. medic feels that he is alive today because his helmet was off-not on.
SP5 Edward Foley, of Little Rock, Ark., was with Co. A of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. on a search and clear
mission when the infantrymen made contact with an enemy force. When one of the company's
riflemen fell, the medic rushed to his assistance.
"l sat my aid bag down and put my steel pot on a tree stump,” he said.
"When | put on my helmet, there was a neat little hole through the front,” Foley said.
"l was just glad the bullet passed through the stump and not through my head.
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Enemy Proves Has Taste:
Likes American Pinup Photos

LZ BALDY--A 196th Inf. Bde. soldier learned recently that Americans are not the only ones who
appreciate the American way of life.

SP4 William Hankins and his 4th Bn., 31st Inf. company were investigating an area of increased
enemy activity when they came across what appeared to be a tunnel.

In For Surprise

Since it was Hankins' turn to be the tunnel rat, he grabbed a flashlight and a .45 and crawled into the
hole.

As he moved down through the passage, he had expected to find a cramped nook that the enemy
used for sleeping. He had a surprise coming.

A Large Room

"I came to a room at the end of the gauntlet, but couldn't tell how bit it was, so | lit a candle. The
room was about 50 by 25 feet and high enough to stand in," the startled infantryman remarked.

Well-Decorated Tunnel

He found tables, chairs and a stand-up bar. He also discovered something that can be found in
many hootches, tents, and foxholes in the Americal AO, a pin-up photograph of Chris Noel.

"The only thing | could think of to say when | saw the picture was "How about that," sad the
surprised tunnel rat.



24Nov68-Southern Cross Vol. 1 No. 12 Page 6
Combat In Review

128 Kllled In Turkey Shoot

196th Recalls 1967 Battle

LZ BALDY--The memory of Thanksgiving 1967 for most infantrymen of the 196th Bde. is filled
with turkey dinners, their families, and good friends. But those "Chargers" who were in-country a
year ago remembered something entirely different.

NVA forces had been infiltrating into the then newly launched "Operation Wheeler/Wallowa" area
and it was the brigade's job to stop them. In the first major confrontation between these soldiers
and the "Chargers," called the "Thanksgiving Day Battle." 128 enemy were killed (including 36 by
air strikes) and 47 individual and nine crew-served weapons were captured.

NVA Move In

Intelligence reports had indicated that the 3rd NVA Rgt. which was on R&R
along the coastal plains of Thang Binh Dist., had moved into the mountains west and northwest of
LZ Ross to regroup, train, and receive replacements.

To repel them brigade units moved out early on Thanksgiving morning to Hill 63, a thickly
vegetated peak, 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

As soon as B and D Co.s, 4th Bn. 31st Inf. began to advance, they came under intense small
arms and automatic weapons fire from strongly fortified NVA positions.

The enemy was dug in directly to the front of the "Chargers" and to the west on scattered
islands.

Cav Connects

The infantrymen, with support of vehicles from A Trp., 1st Cav. and F Trp., 17th Cav., pounded
away at the enemy who were firing from one and two-man foxholes just above the rice paddy level
of the islands.

Marine and Air Force jets dive-bombed and strafed the NVA and forced them to seek cover.
Seventy-five tons of bombs were dropped.

At night artillery concentrations hit enemy escape routes.

Mopping Up

On Nov. 24, the combined infantry-tank units resumed their slow methodical clearance of the
islands. That night, the artillery again continued firing.

On the third and final day of the battle, "Charger companies gathered weapons, documents,
equipment, and bodies from the contested area. Then they gathered up their own equipment and
went back for a delayed but welcome Thanksgiving dinner.
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PRUs Aid 196th Units

More Rice Taken From VC

LZ WEST--"Charlie" is minus 12,000 pounds of polished rice thanks to the efforts of an 18-man
Vietnamese Province Reconnaissance Unit (PRU) and A Co. of the 196th Bde.'s 4th Bn., 31st Inf.

Engaged in a combat operation south of here, the Special Forces-trained PRUs and 4/31
infantrymen located the enemy rice in the Hiep Duc Valley and evacuated it, along with 200 refugees,
to the refugee center at Nui Loc Son.

A Viet Cong cadre secretary captured by the PRUs led the way to the rice cache. After brief
interrogation, the enemy revealed the location of a platoon-sized VC bunker.

When A co. and the PRUs went to the location of the enemy bunker they observed two VC moving
toward a hamlet.

A Co. and the PRUs then moved in to search the hamlet where they found the platoon-size
underground VC bunker filled with six-tons of polished rice, VC web gear, and assorted medical
supplies.
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196th Kills 65 In Mountain Assault
NVA Camp Clobbered By SGT George Hawkins 196th Inf. Bde.

LZ BALDY -- A fierce seven-day battle against 1000 NVA on the steep, lofty Nui Chom Mountain
recently netted 65 enemy dead for a battalion of the 196th Inf. Bde.

Steep slopes and triple canopy jungle made operations extremely rugged on the cloud-shrouded,
924-meter-high mountain, 26 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

"It was one of the hardest battles I've seen over here," said LTC Robert Wetzel, CO ofthe 4th
Bn., 31st Inf.

"My men had to virtually crawl hand over hand up parts of the mountain. Those mountains are
some of the steepest in Vietnam," he said. "Day by day we pushed back the NVA and forced them
from well-entrenched bunkers."

Bunkers Blasted

The initial contact with the enemy was made when D Co. discovered an enemy base camp on
the mountain.

Well-camouflaged enemy bunkers were located at strategic positions on the trails leading to the
NVA command post, blocking the infantrymen's advance. The "Polar Bear" soldiers used M-72
LAWSs and sheer guts to eliminate the enemy positions.

After the NVA broke contact four hours later, D Co. found five enemy bodies while searching the
area. That night two more line companies moved in to search and clear Nui Chom Mountain.

Air Support Called

The following morning A Co. moved through the base camp area. Tactical air strikes were called
in on enemy positions high on the mountain, followed by "Blue Ghost" gunships from F Trp., 8th
Air Cav.

As night approached, A and C Cos. pulled back to night defensive positions.

On the third day of the fighting observation helicopters and Helix airplanes had reported
observing an estimated 50 bunkers encircling a command post on the mountain.

They also reported spotting company-size NVA elements in the base camp area. When
summoned again, fighter bombers dropped 500-pound bombs on the NVA positions.

Chargers Close In

The following morning the three infantry companies began to pinch in on the NVA base camp
from three sides, meeting strong resistance from the enemy bunker positions.

C Co. destroyed 10 bunkers and killed 30 NVA as they slowly gained ground and penetrated the
enemy perimeter.

"We found that we had to eliminate each bunker one by one, because the enemy wouldn't give
up," said 1LT Dickie Dixon (North Liberty, Ind.) of C Co. "This prevented us from moving into the
enemy perimeter.”

Doctor Nabbed

C Co. also captured a well-supplied NVA medical aid station and seized an enemy doctor and
two female nurses.

The enemy doctor said during the first two days of contact he treated more than 50 wounded
NVA soldiers.

During the second night he received word from the high command to hide his medical supplies
and equipment and move north, but before he and his nurses could leave, C Co. caught them.

Mopping Up

On the seventh day, the 4/31 rifle company moved into the base camp and searched it
completely without further resistance.

During the battle for Nui Chom Mountain, 32 tactical air strikes were flown and more than 4,000
rounds of 105mm and 155mm artillery rounds were fired in support of the infantry.

The NVA moved north and abandoned their high-peaked fortress in the clouds to a tired and
weary bunch of "Chargers".

They left behind 25 AK-47s, one chicom machinegun, 29 82mm mortar rounds, two 82mm
mortar rounds, two 82mm mortar rounds, two 82mm mortar sights, and 20 NVA packs.
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'Pot Luck' Saves Officer from .30 Cal. Round

LZ BALDY--Although "scalped by a .30 caliber round, a "Charger" platoon leader bravely fought
on to wipe out an NVA machinegun emplacement during a recent fire fight.

The action began when a company from the 196th Inf. Bde. came into heavy contact with a large
force of NVA soldiers on Nui Chom Mountain in the Hiep Duc Valley.

After the initial contact, 1LT Stephen Rice (Ames, lowa), of A Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf., ran to the
front of his platoon to assistant direct his men during the fire fight.

Blasts Enemy Bunker

1LT Rice administered aid to two of his wounded men until his platoon medic arrived. He then
directed M-60 machinegun fire on an enemy bunker that was pouring out .30 caliber machinegun
fire.

Maneuvering close to the enemy bunker, the lieutenant threw several hand grenades until the
NVA weapons was silenced.

His platoon moved in to search the bunker while the lieutenant paused during an unexpected
dizzy spell.

Pot Riddled

"My RTO told me a bullet had creased my helmet," the lieutenant said. "When i removed my
steel pot | found out that a .30 caliber bullet had gone completely through it, creasing my scalp
along the way."

"I really started to sweat when | looked at my steel pot and saw those holes in it,” he recalled.

In the search of the NVA bunker, A Co. found six enemy bodies and captured four AK-47s and,
of course, the .30 caliber machinegun.
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GI'S SHOUT DUPES NVA

LZ BALDY-Thickly vegetated triple canopy jungle wouldn't seem to be a likely stage for a
promising acting career to begin.

But the performance of SP4 Billy Gillespie (Huntsville, Ala.), 196th Inf. Bde., was received with
full impact by two NVA soldiers in a bunker and won rave notices from members of his own squad.

The curtain rose as Gillespie, a rifleman with D Co., 4th Bn., 3lst Inf., and four other members
of his squad began following a blood trail
in Hiep Duc Valley, 26 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Suddenly, heavy automatic weapons and machinegun fire from an enemy bunker complex
pinned down the squad.

As his buddies found good defensive positions, Gillespie began running around the area firing
his weapon and yelling at the top of his lungs
at the enemy.

"I don't know if they understood what | said,” recalled Gillespie, "but | do know they thought there
was a bunch of angry Gls out there.

Firing his M-16, he dived into the bunker, killed the two NVA soldiers, and then took up a firing
position in the bunker.
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Combat In Review
Compass A Lifesaver For 196th PIt. Leader

LZ BALDY -- There is an old saying in the Army that "a compass used correctly can save your life."

For a platoon leader from the 196th Inf. Bde. this old adage took a new meaning, but in a different
direction.

1LT John Wilson (Boston, Mass.) was leading his platoon from D Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf., in search of
an enemy base camp when the unit came under automatic weapons fire from a well bunkered enemy
position.

Guides Atrtillery

With the help of his compass, LT Wilson plotted and directed artillery fire on the enemy position,
then fastened his compass to a buttonhole on his fatigue shirt.

Suddenly a burst of enemy automatic weapons fire hit LT Wilson's command post, and they
immediately returned fire. When the smoke cleared the lieutenant grabbed for his compass to shoot
an azimuth to the enemy bunker.

Compass Plugged

"| felt a little blood trickling down my chest and saw the glass crystal had been shattered," he said.

"l took the compass off my shirt and discovered an AK-47 bullet in it. It was the closest call I've had
yet.

"At least | didn't need the compass again that day because the next artillery roundwas a direct hit on
the enemy bunker.”
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Combat In Review
Weaponless, Grenadier Feeds Ammo To Blast NVA Bunkers

LZ BALDY--When an enemy blood trail branched in two directions, SP4 Juan Lopez (Los Angeles,
Calif.) picked the route to his left and led his three-man fire team to where the action was.

A grenadier with the 196th Inf. Bde., Lopez was patrolling with D Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf. on combat
operations 26 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

As they moved up the trail, Lopez and his fire team came under intense automatic weapons fire.

Lopez took a concealed position and fired a number of M-79 rounds on the bunkers, destroying
three heauvily fortified positions.

Seeing that his platoon leader was pinned down by enemy fire. Lopez threw his M-79 to the
lieutenant and repeatedly exposed himself to enemy fire in order to supply ammunition.

When his ammunition rant out, Lopez went back to a machinegun team and helped feed bandoliers
of ammo to the M-60 until reinforcements arrived an hour later.

All the enemy bunkers were destroyed, and five NVA killed.
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Combat In Review
Four NVA Lose To The LAW; Settle Argument

LZ BALDY--When you have a bunker full of angry NVA with automatic weapons firing at you, its nice
to have the law on your side.

SP4 Jack Walder (Newark, N.J.), 196th Inf. Bde., took the law into his own hands and settled the
case.

A rifleman from D Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf., Walker grabbed an M-72 Light Anti-Tank Weapon (LAW)
when his squad received a heavy volume of machinegun and automatic weapons fire from a bunker
position located in an enemy base camp.

He maneuvered close to the enemy bunker, noticed a slight opening in the front of it, and fired the
LAW.

Seconds later, four NVA dropped their side of the argument and Walker and his squad took the
contested bunker.
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Combat In Review
SAVES WOUNDED UNDER FIRE

LZ BALDY - Suddenly thrust into the role of platoon leader, a radio-telephone operator (RTO) from
the 196th Inf. Bde. exposed him
elf to intense enemy fire to direct the rescue of wounded platoon members.

During recent combat operations in Hiep Duc Valley, 26 miles northwest of Tam Ky, SP4
Ronald McFee (Joseph, Oregon) an RTO with A Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf., volunteered to go with his
platoon leader to rescue two men who had been wounded in a fire fight with NVA soldiers. As the
rescue team neared an enemy bunker position, McFee's platoon leader was severely wounded.

McFee immediately took command of the rescue team and platoon and pulled his men back to
regroup.

Learning some wounded men bad been left behind, McFee took a squad of men and moved back
to the enemy bunker area.

The "Chargers" gathered the wounded as bullets whizzed all around them.

While the injured were moved beyond range of the NVA weapons, McFee fired a heavy
barrage at the enemy with his M-16.
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Combat In Review

196TH SURPRISES Napping VC,

KILLS 10 AND NABS TAX MAN

LZ BALDY -- A small Vietnamese hamlet took a big tax cut recently when a platoon from the
196th Inf. Bde. surprised 10 VC, killing eight, one of them a tax collector, and capturing two
wounded.

While on a search and clear mission 24 miles northwest of Tam Ky, a platoon size element of
A Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf.advanced to within 30 meters of the first hut where the VC were
lounging around, all their weapons stacked in a corner of the hut.

When a VC nurse spotted the "Charger” unit and sounded an alarm, the VC grabbed their
weapons and attempted unsuccessfully to escape.

The rear elements of the patrol then spotted two VC and brought them down with small arms fire
as they attempted to flee across a rice paddy.

One of the dead enemy soldiers turned out to be an NVA officer. He had in his possession a
sizable sum of Viethamese currency which he had been collecting in taxes from the local people.

The people of the hamlet all waved their appreciation to the departing Americal troops.
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4/31 Words
Work Well

LZ KAREN -- The disc jockey wasn't trying to break any continuous broadcasting records with his
14-hour marathon. He was encouraging the local VC in the Hiep Duc Valley area to rally to the
Vietnamese government under the Chieu Hoi program.

Working for the civil affairs section of the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 4th Bn., 31st Inf., SGT Kenneth Herrmann
took to the airwaves at 15-minute intervals with his portable loudspeaker system.

Tapes Bring Results

He was using tape recordings with the 4,000 meter-range device, which included playing the
National Anthem of the Republic of Vietnam, calling known Viet Cong by name, and urging the local
populace to cooperate with Americal soldiers in the area.

There have been tangled results from the battalion program which is directed by 1LT Robert
Mocarski (Holyoke, Mass.). Ten VC who recently surrendered admitted that they were prompted by
the nightly 4/31 broadcasts.

Disturbing To VC

In addition, captured enemy documents have revealed that the VC hierarchy is quite disturbed by
the success of the broadcasts. Local Viet Cong have definite instructions to take any measures to
lessen this success.

These include lying on the ground, covering their ears and making so much noise by yelling and
screaming that they drown out the intended messages.

Herrmann, a native of Buffalo, N.Y., said there is more to the program than meets the eye. "We not
only deliver effective propaganda, but we cheat the VC out of a lot of sleep.”
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Scratch One AA Gun

LZ BALDY-- Pilots can breath a little easier now after a company from the 196th Inf. Bde. did them a
big favor during an intense firefight 35 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

While on a search and clear patrol in a mountainous region, Co. C, 4th Bn., 31st Inf., came under
sporadic small arms fire. Reacting quickly, the company attempted to fire an maneuver against what
they estimated to be several enemy snipers, only to come under heavy automatic weapons fire.

"The weapons was above us on a terrace near a village," said SGT Carol Coy (Sheldon, Mo.). "I
had never heard anything like it before -- it gave off a strange sound--not like an AK-47 or the usual
Chicom machinegun."

Mortar Joins In

To make matters worse, a 60mm mortar located on a nearby hilltop began to addits devastating fire
to the hail of bullets which was already spitting around the exposed "Charger" element.

"The machinegun fire probably saved us from the mortars,” declared SGT David Gray (Danville,
Va.). "It kept us on the ground and when the mortars rounds landed right in the middle of my squad
nobody was killed by the shrapnel spraying through the air."

CPT John Long (New Bloomfield, Pa.), the CO, had to make a decisive move, and calling artillery,
he directed a first round hit that silenced the mortar and set off three secondary explosions.

Get Machinegun Next

The forward element of the company, meanwhile, directed their attention to the source of the
automatic weapons fire. 1LT Jerry Josey (Bishopville, S.C.) joined his men and directed M-60 fire on
the enemy position above them.

"The M-60 got off one burst when enemy fire skimmed the top of the helmets of both the gunner and
his assistant,” said 1LT Josey. "The men turned and grinned and then kept right on shooting.

SP4 Charles Smith (Deep Water, Mo.) succeeded in knocking the overhead camouflage from the
enemy machinegun position with a well-placed M-79 round. The previously hidden gun now became
exposed to a barrage of hand grenades and M-16 fire from the "Polar Bears."

On Line Assault

The forward element then conducted an on-line assault against the enemy position. SGT Tim
Peterson (Toledo, Ohio), the first to reach the enemy, leaped into the hole with his M-16 blazing.
Three NVA were killed, while those that survived, evidently retreated.

The "Polar Bear" elements later discovered why the gunfire sounded strange. The weapon was a
7.62 heavy anti-aircraft machinegun, complete with aerial sight. It could rotate 360 degrees and bring
effective fire on any aircraft flying at a fairly low altitude.

The weapon's presence also explained reports from pilots that their aircraft had received heavy
ground fire while operating in the area.
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Strategic Post
Resurrected

LZ BALDY - Landing Zone Ryder has risen again from the ashes and destruction of its former self to
become a strategic outpost in an area of renewed NVA activity.

The mountain top fire support base, 30 miles west of Tam Ky, has a long history of build-ups,
destruction, and reconstruction as its tactical value to | Corps combat missions alternately increases
and decreases.

Demolition teams of the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde. blew up the old base in August, shortly
before the monsoons began. The new base is being used for artillery support of current operations.

The recurring strategic importance of LZ Ryder stems from its excellent visual and fire command of
Que Son and Antenna Valleys.

Renewed enemy activity has been reported north of Ryder at an old 2nd NVA Div. base camp area.
Elements of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. and 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. have been sweeping through the enemy area
as part of the Fayette Canyon Operation.
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196th 'Roaring '20s' Raiders

Crash In On VC Booze Party

LZ BALDY--Soldiers from the 196th Inf. Bde. are conducting midnight raids in the prohibition style of
Elliot Ness.

Operating on a night search and clear mission 32 miles northwest of Tam Ky, a platoon o A Co., 4th
Bn., 31st Infantry., encountered a lone VC who was apparently on sentry duty.

Tries to Sound Alert

The enemy was subdued without a struggle, but he began yelling loudly, obviously trying to alert
somebody about the presence of the 4/31 unit.

After securing the VC, 1LT Eddie Zuleger (Avondale, Ariz.) led his platoon down a trail for distance
of about 500 meters, where they detected loud laughing and talking to their front.

Figuring it was a sizeable group of VC, the lieutenant split his platoon into two elements, each
element forming a half-circle around the hamlet then advancing through the shadows in the direction
of the uproar.

Raid Party

The Platoon leader and his men entered the hamlet where they found more than 30 VC having a
boisterous party. At this point, the VC noticed the party crashers and scattered in an attempt to
escape.

In the melee that followed, one VC was killed and a second enemy soldier was wounded. A total of
14 VC were captured.

In typical "Roaring '20s" fashion, 30 gallons of rice wine were discovered-apparently the main
source of the enemy's merriment.

The enemy is going dry in the 196th AO, and it's a good bet the VC will "speak easy" now when they
have a party while A Co. is near.
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Aerial Observe Crashes
Survives 30 Hours With VC

By 1LT FRANK LONGWELL

196th Inf. Bde.

LZ BALDY--1LT John McFadden's job as an aerial observer for the 196th Inf. Bde. is to detect
enemy ground activity, but the sharp crack of .50 cal. bullets ripping into the fixed-wing aircraft
indicated the enemy had reversed the process.

In the ensuing 30-hour period, 1LT McFadden scrambled along in a nightmarish evasion that
combined the elements of luck and ingenuity.

Bird Dog Spotter

The mission started when the 27-year-old lieutenant from Chicago climbed into the Bird Dog
observation craft, glad to see his pilot was the same one who took him on his first flight some 40
missions ago.

The small plane arched into Antenna Valley through Deo Le pass and headed south down the
twisting Son Thu Bon River, approximately 10 miles south of An Hoi.

Downed By Machinegun

Gliding along 100 feet above the water and using the river as a guide, the two men spotted nothing
unusual.

Suddenly, the snap of rounds from a .50 cal. machinegun broke the silence.

When the Bird Dog began losing altitude, 1LT McFadden figured the pilot had been hit and
managed to radio May Day calls before the aircraft crashed. The calls wentunheard.

Plane Hits Water

The plane plummeted into the river, the cabin portion and wing submerged in a sandy bank.

"l got tossed around a bit, but just got scratched up a little,” 1LT McFadden said.

"Finally, | crawled out of the right rear window, surfaced for air, then went underneath the plane to
check out the condition of the pilot.”

Diving under the partially exposed wing, he discovered the pilot was dead.

"When | surfaced for air underneath the wing," the lieutenant related, "I heard two or three enemy
talking.

"When | thought they were gone | crawled out of the water, surveyed the area, and spotted two more
enemy about 75 meters away on the bank of the river.”

1LT McFadden fired his .45 cal. pistol at them and raced off in the opposite direction from the
enemy, who fled.

Moving slowly through eight-foot-high elephant grass, the aerial observer suddenly heard a small
group of enemy coming towards him, taking pot shots in hopes of flushing the downed lieutenant.

Waiting Game

After the enemy gave up the search, 1LT McFadden moved back further into the thick elephant
grass to plot what he would do the next morning.

At dawn, the lieutenant pushed through the vegetation until he found a plateau of grass with a large
boulder sticking out conspicuously.

"Every time a plane would fly over, I'd jump on the rock and start waving," the aerial observer said.
In the early afternoon a Bird Dog spotted him, and in the next five to ten minutes five planes scouted
the area.

LTC Robert B. Longino, CO of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf., arrived in his C&C helicopter to pick up the
weary lieutenant.

"The first thing he asked as | boarded the chopper was 'Why didn't | shave?" 1LT McFadden
laughed.
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Prisoners Bound Puritan Style
In Large VC POW Installation

LZ BALDY--Americal soldiers recently uncovered a large bamboo-enclosed POW camp where
captured Vietnamese Popular Force Soldiers (PFs) had been shackled in a manner of reminiscent of
suspected witches of early Puritan New England.

Enemy Opens Up

Acting on intelligence reports about a prison from PFs captured by enemy forces, A Co., 4th Bn.,
31st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde., moved into an area 36 miles northwest of Tam Ky and received heavy AK-47
fire.

Five VC were detected evading toward an adjacent ridgeline, but impending darkness prevented the
"Chargers" from pursuing the fleeing enemy.

Early the next morning, the division unit moved into the area and located the sprawling POW camp.

Prisoners were kept in a large bamboo building, approximately 20 feet by 35 feet with walls
fashioned from poles.

Shackle Prisoners

The prisoners were kept secured at night by placing their ankles in notches cut at regular intervals in
a long bamboo pole. Another plat piece of wood was placed over the prisoners' ankles to hold them in
place.

Three barracks and a kitchen indicated a large number of VC/NVA had been in control of the camp.

"The VC had been in there for years because the weather had discolored some of the bamboo poles
in the buildings until they were almost black," said FSG Harold Winger (Laverne, Minn.).

o Eah e o W

M-60 Headrest

Resting his head on his machinegun stock, a soldier from
the 196th Inf. Bde.’s 4th Bn., 31st Inf. pauses during an opera-
tion near LZ West. (Photo by SP4 Bill Crawford, 196th Bde.)

Photo Caption: M-60 Headrest
Resting his head on his machinegun stock, a soldier form the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 4th Bn., 31st Inf.
pauses during an operation near LZ West. (Photo by SP4 Bill Crawford, 196th Bde.)
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TWO CO'S ALSO CITED

SILVER STARS TO 4 EM
CHU LAl -Six Americal soldiers have received the nation's third highest award, the Silver Star, for extraordinary
heroism.

SP4 Larry J. Tiller (Athens, Ga.), A Co.,3d Bn., 1st Inf., 11th Inf. Bde., was on a search and clear operation west of
Quang Ngai City when his Platoon was pinned down by heavy automatic weapons fre.

A radio-telephone operator SP4 Larry J. Tiller directed gunships and air strikes against the enemy position, and
assisted in treating and evacuating the wounded.

Two members of a Ranger team from Co. G, 75th Inf. received the Silver Star when they and two other Rangers
surprised seven enemy soldiers, killing six.

Sgt Richard T. Roth (Renton, Wash.), team leader, and SP4 Larry G. Mosley (Oakland, Calif.) routed the enemy and
captured important documents.

CPT Sidney Ordway Columbus, Ga.), C.O. of D Co., 4th Bn. 31st Inf.. 196th Inf. Bde., distinguished himself by
leading his men against a well-entrenched enemy force.

Wounded by the enemy, CPT Ordway ignored his injuries to rally his men and call in artillery and gunship support.
He continued to direct fire until he collapsed in the field.

Another 11th Inf. Bde. CO, Thomas L. Smith, Jr. (Long Island), A Co., 4th Bn., 21st Inf., heroically rallied his men
when they were caught in an intense enemy crossfire.

Smith threw several grenades into the hostile emplacements and engaged two insurgents, killing them both.

Disregarding intense enemy fire, SP4 Billy D. Pearce (Hazel Park, Mich.), a squad leader with the 11th Bde.'s3d Bn.,
1st Inf., earned the Silver Star when be hurled hand grenades and fired his M-16 to silence an enemy ambush
position. (AMERICAL IO)
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SURPRISE, GI!

LZ BALDY- What the VC don't know definitely hurts them, and that's exactly what proved true when four fleeing VC
tried to spring two surprises on their fast-thinking pursuers recently.

Action began at dusk. 36 miles northwest of Tam Ky, when a Kit Carson Scout attached toCo. C, 4th Bn., 31st Inf.,
detected the VC 400 meters away.

1LT Jerry Josey ( Bishopville, S.C.) and several of his men pursued the VC. As he approached a thickly-foliated area.
MSG Eran Gutierrez (Kingsville. Texas) was confronted with a VC who popped from behind a bush with an AK-47 rifle
pointed right at him.

"The VC apparently was having difficulty getting his rifle on automatic because he fumbled with his weapon instead of
firing right away," explained ILT Jose.

Lifesaver

Gutierrez quickly killed the VC with one burst from his M-16. In addition to the AK-47, Co. C recovered documents
that indicated the
enemy was a local VC guerilla leader.

Shifting their attention to the remaining VC, the "Chargers" cautiously approached a hedgerow. Suddenly, SGT Tim
Peterson (Toledo, Ohio) fired a salvo of bullets at the feet of SGT Jack Straayer (Grand Rapids, Mich.).

The startled Straayer looked down and saw a dead enemy soldier lying in a spider hole right at his feet. Peterson had
seen an SKS rifle muzzle inching out of the ground just in time to save Straayer's life.
A third VC then bolted from the bushes and was brought down by a blast of M-16 fire.

Later that evening on a cordon and search operation in a small hamlet, Co. C killed one VC and captured another.
The "Charger" unit also captured a K-50 rifle, several 82mm mortar rounds, two Chicom grenades, and several
magazines of AK-47 ammunition. (196th Bde. 1O)
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STRANGERS IN THE NIGHT

LZ WEST-From one of 12 bunkers on a perimeter besieged by a platoon-sized NVA force came the startling Cry:
"Help, I've got two NVA in here with me."

Recognizing that it was the voice of SGT Steven Martin (Calimesa, Calif.), his squad leader, SP4 Larry D. Tabor,
(Pulaski, Va.) reacted quickly.

Only two NVA were able to penetrate the Co. C, 4th Bn., 31st Inf. perimeter and SGT Martin suddenly found himself
host to both.

"When | ran over, | saw SGT Martin fighting barehanded," said Tabor. "He must have dropped his rifle because he
was on top of one NVA, and ancther was on his back and trying to stab him.

"I dropped the one on his back and, when SGT Martin rolled over, | got the other one."

Neither Martin nor Tabor were seriously wounded. (AMERICAL. IO)
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SCRATCH ONE NVA HOSPITAL

LZ BALDY--- -An NVA hospital complex, complete with operating and recreation rooms, office space, a barber
chair, and an area for construction of crutches and peg legs, was found after several months
of searching 36 miles northwest of Tam Ky recently.

Units of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. finally located the complex on the second day of a sweep in Hiep Duc Valley near LZ
Karen.

They had some of the best OP"s I've everseen said CPT Stanley F. Yates Jr. (Jonesboro, Tenn.), Co A
commander. "One position was in a tall tree with a field of vision extending in all directions."

Receipts

The combination mess hall and recreation building bore a large picture of Ho Chi Minh and accomodated 60 people.
The barber chair was in a barracks for wounded personnel kept busy making crutches and peg legs. A dud 105mm
round served as a leg mold.

After destruction of the complex, Co A Captured an NVA soldier who carried receipts indicating he had been
purchasing food and supplies for the hospital.

Discovery of the complex climaxed months of fruitless searching after persistent intelligence reports indicated the
hospital was located in the area which was dominated by triple-canopy jungle.
(196th Bde 10)
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NVA SAPPERS MARCH 4 DAYS, SIT 6 HOURS-THEN 4/31 ROUTS 'EM
By PFC BILL CRAWFORD

LZ WEST-Bodies darkened with charcoal, the shirtless NVA crept nearer the rows of concertina wire.
All were well equipped for a mission of death and destruction with rocketpropelled grenades, satchel charges,
Chicom grenades, and AK-47 rifles.
The enemy platoon had entered Hiep Duc Valley from rugged mountains to the west of this 196th Inf. Bde. fire
support base.
Reaching the base of Hill 445 about 9 p.m., the NVA rested after an arduous fourday journey. Mission: attack
LZ West, located at the
summit.
AMMO LOW
At 3 a.m. after six hours rest, the sappers deployed around the West perimeter and were prepared to give the
4th Bn., 31st Inf. a memorable night.
1LT Paul Bavis (Baltimore), leader of the 4/31 reactionary force, was asleep when the first alert sounded. His
force was dispatched to a perimeter sector receiving intense pressure.
On arrival, 1Lt Bavis was immediately worried that the bunkers might not have enough ammo to suppress a
full-scale enemy attack.
"We had to get ammo to the bunkers in case this thing was really big," he said.
Under Fire
Ignoring a shower of RPGs and Chicom grenades, PFC Gregory Mainous (Dayton, Ohio) raced straight to an
ammo storage bunker.
Mainous ran from position to position distributing ammo. Returning to his post, Mainous found 1LT Bavis and
SP4 Gilbert Smith Wichita Falls, Tex. staring intently at a wooden latrine located near the helicopter resupply pad.
Two NVA sappers sought cover behind the latrine.
The NVA periodically lobbed Chicom grenades at 1LT Bavis' bunker, and one demolished the doorway.
Heroism
"I moved some men atop the bunker, and we fired down on the latrine," said 1LT Bavis. The NVA died behind
the latrine in a hail of fire.
Seconds later, a nearby 106mm recoilless rifle position took a direct RPG hit. 1LT Robert Mocarski (Holyoke,
Mass.) ran into the area to help evacuate the wounded and stumbled over a dead NVA soldier.
Mainous helped 1LT Mocarski evacuate the wounded, and PFC Ronald Norfleet (Scappoose, Ore.) ignored
painful shrapnel wounds to make several trips with litters to the aid station some 200 meters away.
Everywhere on the besieged sector of the perimeter exploding RPGs and sporadic AK-47 fire added to
evacuation problems.
A medic, SP5 Bill Leander (Salina, Kan.) was asleep in the aid station when the attack was launched
"I got a call from C Co. saying they had a man hurt pretty badly,” said Leander.
"I grabbed a litter and took off.
"I started toward the bunkerline as an AK-47 started popping away at me. | jumped into one bunker and shined
my light around. No one there was wounded, but | heard moaning in the next bunker.
Plea
"I started there, and the AK opened up again. | could see dirt spraying where bullets were hitting around me'
In tbe next bunker, Leander found a man with badly injured legs after an RPG had smashed his bunker.
"He was bleeding pretty bad.” explained Leander. "l didn't have a tourniquet so | made one from the drawstring
of a sandbag.
"There was no way | could get the man out by myself, so | yelled for help.”
Readiness
Leander's plea was answered by 1LT James Dean Penn Yan, N.Y.), who raced through AK-47 fire toward
Leander's voice. Eventually, they got the wounded Gl to an aid station.
Eight NVA lay dead around the perimeter, and one sapper was captured. No 4/31 soldiers were killed.
"It was just like everyone had trained for a whole year to be ready for that one night," said 1LT Mocarski.
(196th 10)
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Combat In Review

Cornered VC Says To
Mr. Tunnel Rat-'"Hello'

LZ BALDY--What SP4 Edwin Zeller least expected was the surprise greeting he got while
investigating a hostile tunnel.

Zeller's bravado began after four VC evaded a helicopter chase through a rice paddy and ducked
under a large rock on a nearby hillside.

A platoon-size element of B Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf. was dispatched to surround the rock. Closer
inspection, however, revealed a hidden tunnel entrance, and several grenades were lobbed inside.

Zeller (New Douglas, ILL.) then volunteered to go in armed with only a .22-cal revolver and no
flashlight.

Oh, Yeah?

He advanced a few meters and, detecting movement, fired three times. He hit the nearest VC in the
head. Then came the surprise.

From the darkness, a voice said simply, "Hello."

The fight quickly over, the platoon discovered a large cache that included M-60 and M-16 ammo, air
mattresses, fatigues, and canteens.

To his buddies, Zeller has become "Mr. Tunnel Rat." (196th 10)
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Site Simulated U.S. Perimeter Defenses
NVA Training Area Closed

By SP4- BILL CRAWFORD

LZ WEST--An NVA Sapper Academy was permanently closed recently when the enemy discovered
that a 196th Inf. Bde. company planned to end graduation ceremonies.

C Co. 4th Bn., 31st Inf. discovered the NVA's mountainous ridgeline training site 26 miles northwest
of Tam Ky.

Several other 4/31 elements were also conducting search and clear operations on the rugged slopes
of Nui Chom Mountain, the same area where a large NVA unit was defeated in mid-November.

C Co. was on patrol when it encountered light enemy sniper fire, and killed the sniper, then captured
a K-50 rifle and a pack containing a satchel charge, three Chicom grenades, and black shorts.

Course

The NVA presence sent C Co. on a detailed search of the area. Beneath thick foliage an NVA base
camp was discovered.

Fifteen hootches comprised living quarters in a sapper squad training area, complete with an outdoor
classroom, wooden lectern, and log seats.

An obstacle course simulating defenses around a typical American installation was also discovered.
Vines had been coiled like concertina wire. Small thorns bad been placed in the' vines to act as
barbs.

Thin wires along the ground represented trip flare wires.

A further search along a trail leading from the camp revealed a deadly arsenal, including 1500
rounds of new AK-47 ammo, 26 B-40 rockets, 31 B-40 booster charges, five 25-pound shaped
charges, 35 feet of time fuse, 57 chicom grenades, and 25 pounds of G4.

Documents

To penetrate American perimeter defenses, the NVA had amassed 14 bangalore torpedoes, 10
wire cutters, and numerous picks and shovels.

C Co. also found 250 pounds of rice. Scattered equipment indicated the NVA had vacated the
training site some 24 hours ahead of 4/31.

Five pounds of captured documents revealed that elements of the same NVA sapper battalion had
recently launched a night attack against LZ West, 4/31's fire support base. During that assault, eight
NVA were killed and one captured.

Attacks

In related action several days prior to finding the training school, D Co. 4/31 discovered a sizable
arms cache several miles from the sapper school.

Hidden in a pit beneath triple canopy jungle, D Co. found 22,500 rounds of AK-47 ammo and 100
RPG rounds (196th 10)
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Gls EXILED TO SIBERIA
WATCH OVER REFUGEES

LZ WEST--Not many Gls can say they came to Vietham and wound up in Siberia, but that's what has
happened to a 196th Inf. company.

Siberia is a strategic new Americal fire support base built by D. CO., 4th Bn., 31st Inf. and the 26th
Engr. Bn. on Hill 165, 30 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

LZ Siberia's primary function is to provide security for the newly re-established Hiep Duc District
government. Hundreds of refugees are re-
turning to Hiep Duc after four years absence due to devastating terrorist attacks.

"To provide adequate security, during this re-establishment, Siberia is located on ground
overlooking the entire area," said LTC Robert B. Longino, 4-31 CO.

"In addition, the unit occuppying Siberia provides U.S. Forces the opportunity to conduct joint
operations daily with regional and Popular Force troops from Hiep Duc District.

The name Siberia was chosen by LTC Longino because of it's significance in early 4-31 history.

On August 21, 1918 the 31st Inf. Regt. landed in Vladivostok in southeastern Russia to defend the
Trans-Siberian Railroad against attack by military factions competing for power in Russia.

Adopted
The 31st Inf. distinguished itself during the Siberian campaign. and in April, 1920 American
Expeditionary Forces were withdrawn.
For its Siberian service, the 31st was named the "Polar Bear" regiment. Within the following ten
years, that emblem was adopted as the official regimental crest, (196th 10)
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Combat In Review

Flat-footed VC Try To Hoof it: ‘'Sorry Charlie'

LZ WEST-The enemy had the red carpet pulled out from under them by the 196th Inf. Bde.

During a lightning combat assault, infantrymen from C Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf. were airlifted at dawn in
the western part of Hiep Duc Valley, 36 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

The VC element operating near Phuoc Son was apparently caught completely unaware by the fast
moving "Polar Bears."

Aggressive Surprise

"We caught them flat-footed," explained CPT John Long (New Boomfiled, Pa.), CO of C Co. "Our
aggressiveness surprise[d] them and the entire operation was completed in an hour and a half.

"The VC were in such a hurry to leave that we found an M-1 carbine, and a pile of important
documents still lying on a table in a hootch," he said.

Two platoons of C Co. secured and searched the main hamlet. The third platoon commanded by
1LT Jerry Josey (Bishopville, S.C.), was dispatched to a hootch area several hundred meters to the
south.

Dead Evaders

"As we approached the hootches, we saw five VC evading into a draw," related 1LT Josey. "We
followed them and killed three as they tried to climb up the draw into a woodine."

A fourth VC sought refuge in a rocky cave. SP4 Juan Class (New York) ventured into the dark
crevice armed only with a .45 cal. pistol.

He detected movement to his front, and fired, killing the VC. A search of an adjacent hootch
revealed a quantity of VC medical supplies and a bicycle.

C&C Spots 'Em

Several times the unit received sporadic sniper fire from an unknown enemy position. LTC Robert
B. Longino (Atlanta, Ga.), 4-31 Inf. commander, aloft in his command and control chopper observed
three VC in the vicinity of the third platoon, and alerted them.

The VC position now exposed, LT Josey and his men closed in, raking the area with machinegun
and M-79 fire. A VC carrying 10 gallons of gasoline, an AK-47, and ammunition was killed.

Supply Point

Also located in the vicinity were 80 pounds of powdered CS and captured documents which
indicated the VC were supplying NVA units with food supplies.

Among the nine VC killed during the sweep was a security chief, a high ranking member of the
propaganda cadre and a VC village chief. (196th 10)




30June69-Southern Cross Vol. 2 No. 14 Page 7
Congratulations
To The New Arrivals

Graphic: Stork carrying a baby in a cloth diaper with the Americal patch on it.

SP4 Charles Burton, 1-46 Inf. .......... daughter born June 11
1SG Doyle D. Smith, 523 Med. Co. ............ son born June 11
SP4 Hugh B. Auton, 6-56 Arty. .......... daughter born June 12
SP4 Carlton Webb, 1-52 Inf. ................ son born June 12

SP4 Leroy Nairn, 1-20 Inf. ............. daughter born June 12

SP4 James C. Cash,4-31Inf. ................ son born June 13
SP4 Milton Wilson, 3-16 Arty. ............... son born June 13

SP4 William G. Keull, Combat Center ......... son born June 14
1LT David Waltz, 1-46 Inf. .................. son born June 14

PVT Robert D. Shuemak, 1-46 Inf. ............ son born June 14
2LT Walter T. Brown, HHC, 11th Bde. ......... son born June 14
SP4 William M. Biddy, 723 Maint. Bn. ... daughter born June 14
PFC Frederick Cross, 26 Engr. Bn. ........... son born June 14
SP4 James Alexander, 39 Engr. Bn. ...... daughter born June 15
SGT Eugene Holland, 1-20 Inf. ............... son born June 15
PFC Floyd G. Lewis, 2-1 Inf. ........... daughter born June 16
PFC Michael Brewer, 1-46 Inf. .......... daughter born June 16
SP4 Nelson G. Monroe, 4-3 Inf. ......... daughter born June 16

1LT James S. Koener Jr., 23 MP Co. ..... daughter born June 17
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Balancing RTO
As deftly as he maintains the frequencies of his radio,
this soldier from the 4th Bn. 31st Inf., cautiously walks

across a log foot-bridge as his units returns from Nui Chom
Mountain. (Photo by SP4 Michael Sullivan, 523rd Sig. Bn.)
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Photo Caption: Balancing RTO

As deftly as he maintains the frequencies of his radio, this soldier from the 4th Bn., 31st Inf,,
cautiously walks across a log foot-bridge as his units returns from Nui Chom Mountain. (Photo by
SP4 Michael Sullivan, 523rd Sig. Bn.)
)
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Combat In Review
Mini-Squad Packs
Extra-Large Punch

By SP4 BILL CRAWFORD

LZ WEST-A company from the 196th Inf. Bde. is getting "maxiaccomplishments"” from a "Mini-
Squad.”

The "Mini-Squad" is a 10-man element of D Co., 4-31 Inf., and they have been waging a private war
against VC in recent weeks.

"This group of men has done an outstanding job since it was formed three months ago," said CPT
John Whittecar (Salina, Kan.), company commander.

Surprise Enemy

SP4 John Warren (Huntsville, Ala.), who acts as the group's squad leader, explained the nature of
the "Mini-Squad" missions.

"We are a small element so we can move quickly and quietly. Most of the time we surprise the
enemy before they know we are around."

The squad operates best on night operations. A six-man squad recently captured eight suspected
VC while on a night mission.

The lighting quick reactions of SP4 Joe Keller (Pittsfield, Mass.) saved several lives during a search
and clear operation.

Keller observed two VC with rifles raised taking deadly aim on his squad. He blasted away with his
M-16 at point-blank range, and two VC lay dead and two weapons captured.

Point Squad

The "Mini-Squad" walks point when D Co. is on the move. On one occasion the company received
sniper fire from a hilltop.

SP4 Bobby Abbott (Gary, Ind.) made his way through thick underbrush and observed two VC with
weapons.

Abbott killed one and the other VC was killed by the squad as he attempted to evade.
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Fijord Every Stream
Up to his neck in an icy mountain stream, this “Polar Bear” from the 196th Bde.’s 4th Bn., 31st
Inf., negotiates the forceful current by means of rope and air mattress. The infantrymen were

sweeping the slopes of Nui Chom Mountain, scene of two intense battles late last year, for signs of
renewed activity by NVA and VC forces. (Photo by SP4 James Bennett, 523rd Sig. Bn.)
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Photo Caption: Fiord Every Stream

Up to his neck in an icy mountain stream, this "Polar Bear" from the 196th Bde.'s 4th Bn., 31st Inf.,
negotiates the forceful current by means of rope and air mattress. The infantrymen were sweeping
the slopes of Nui Chom Mountain scene of two intense battles late last year, for signs of renewed
activity by NVA and VC forces. (Photo by SP4 James Bennett, 523rd Sig. Bn.)
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FRIENDLY GIANT GUARDS VALLEY

LZ BALDY-- An Americal artillery battery stands 160 meters above fertile Hiep Duc Valley and
provides valuable security for the gigantic pacification efforts conducted in the lowland area below.

In a two month period, every able hand of D Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty., pitched in to convert LZ
Siberia from a barren hill to liveable and effective fire support base.

Enemy Terror

Hiep Duc has been the site of hundreds of returning refugees in recent months. In 1965 government
officials of Vietham were forced to evacuate the area in the wake of devastating terrorist attacks by
VC/NVA forces.

Now, through the combined efforts of the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 4th Bn., 31st Inf., and The Military
Assistance Command Vietham (MACV), the Hiep Duc Government has returned home, 35 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

D Bty. assumes a very important role in providing protection for the returning landowners, but it has
taken many hours of hot work to get the landing zone ready.

Level Hill

Unlike the other fire support bases of 3-82, Siberia is unique in that it is built in the form of a shelf or
plateau; the hootches and bunkers are situated below the gun.

The advantage to this," stated SP4 Graham Stockdale (Bedford, Ky.) "is that you can shoot very low
with the 105 howitzers without hitting any of the hootches or other structures. "

Real Homey

Securing an LZ means more than just clearing an area and providing places for gun sites; it also
involves constructing suitable living quarters for the men.

D Btry. has moved its location several times, the most recent move from LZ Ryder.

According to cannoneer PFC Jeffrey Hill (Evansville, Ind.) "It wasn't easy getting settled here. Our
living quarters when we first got to Siberia consisted of culverts, which are small shelters built of
galvanized steel. "Two men slept in these.

Eventually we built hootches from ammo boxes and sandbags."

The men of the fire support battery now are well prepared to provide security for the surounding

area. (1-82 10)
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RESPITE FROM RIGORS OF WAR
By SP4 BILL CRAWFORD
LZ WEST - A platoon from the 196th Inf. Bde. have found a sort of Shangrila amidst the steaming
jungles they constantly patrol.

The reconnaissance platoon of 4th Bn., 3lst Inf., considers the small village of Phu Coc, located 35
miles northwest of Tam Ky, as a utopia and with good reason.

The men of the recon platoon have established a close rapport with the residents of Phu Coc. The
close association began a few months ago when the platoon detained a military-age male near the
village.

He was taken to brigade headquarters at LZ Baldy. After interrogation established he was nota VC
sympathizer, he was returned to Phu Coc.

Several days later the unit passed though the village a search and clear operation. Apparently their
detainee of a few days before had enjoyed his glimpse of American civilization. He was wearing a
new set of clothes and was listening to a shiny transistor radio.

New Friend

He proudly showed his new possessions to the men of the recon platoon and after this day Recon
had a group of firm friends in Phu Coc.

The platoon conducted a series of MEDCAP operations in the village during the next few months.
The Americans worked closely with the people, often joining them for a noonday meal. Soon the
platoon and the villagers were calling each other by nhame.

Perhaps the most valuable friend the soldiers have in Phu Coc is a |I0-year-old Viethamese boy they
dubbed "Honcho." He is the leader of the village children and has expressed his gratitude to the
American troops for their kindness in an interesting manner.

It seems that "Honcho" is a skilled map reader. If a soldier points to a ridgeline on the map, Honcho
can point to the same ridgeline in the surrounding countryside. He also has proved to be valuable in
locating the elusive VC guerrillas who operate in the foothills near his home.

Recently the recon element questioned "Honcho" concerning VC activities in the area. Confidently
he located nearby ridgeline on the map and exclaimed, "VC here!" The platoon moved out along the
ridge and captured 10 VC in the exact location pinpointed by "Honcho."

With all the good food and hospitality offered by the people of Phu Coc it has become a home away
from home for the "Chargers." "Recon's town" is also producingoutstanding results
from a tactical viewpoint. (196th 10)
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Stork Stats

PFC VICTORY W. HOWELL, 723rd Maint. Bn., son born June
11, Savannah, Ga. SP4 STEVEN SAVAGE, 4-21 Inf., daughter
born June 16, Quincy Mass. SP5 ROBERT WARNER, 723rd Maint.
Bn. daughter born June 18, Northhampton, Mass, 1LT TED M.
KELLY, 2-1 Inf., daughter born June 18. SP4 STEVEN MOODY,
5-46 Inf., daughter born June 18, Everett, Washington, SP4
RONALD D. DUNNING, 5-46 Inf., daughter born June 18, Seattle,
Wash. SP4 REGINALD ASPLT, HHC 11th Bde., son born June
18, Sayer AFB, Michigan, PFC WILLIAM M. JONES, HHC, son
born June 19, Flat River, Mo. 1LT KIRK SWENSON, HHC, son
born June 19, Trenton, Neb. SP4 MICHAEL MANNING, Cbt. Center,
son born June 19, Spencer, lowa. PVT LEWIS WILSON, 26th
Engr. Bn., daughter born June 19, Jacksonville, Fla. SGT
THEODORE H. ROSOVICH, 3-1 Inf., daughter born June 20, Tuscon,
Ariz. SP4 JUNIOR HELTON, 5-46 Inf., son born June 20, Savannah,
Ga. PVT JOHN G. ONOFRYTON, F Trp., 17th Cav., daughter
born June 20, Detroit, Mich. PFC ALVIN CORNELIUS, 39th Engr.
Bn., daughter born June 20, New York, N.Y. SP4 TERRY E. GODFREY,
1-52 Inf., daughter born June 21, Tulsa, Okla. SGT CECIL
G. SPENCER, 3-18 Arty., son born June 21, Jackson, Tenn. SGT
DONALD M. MONTGOMERY, 523rd Sgn. Bn., daughter born June
21, Long Beach, Calif. SFC LARRY B. MARTIN, 723rd Maint. Bn.,
son born June 21, Ft. Polk, La. PFC PETER M. MORFOID, 1-52
Inf., son born June 22, Amsterdam, N.Y. SP4 ARTHUR S. PERKINS,
335th Trans. Co., daughter born June 22, Tuscon, Ariz. MAJ
GEORGE A. INGLERIGHT, 4-3 Inf. daughter born June 23,
Florance, Ala. SP4 EUGENE P. BECK, 295th Ord. Co., daughter
born June 23, Columbus, Neb. SP4 RAYMOND L. NETTLES, 4-21
Inf., son born June 23, Palestine, Tex. SP4 JAMES W. THEFORD,
4-31 Inf., son born June 24, Hamilton, Tex. SP4 JAMES L. FINEFROCK,
174 Avn. Bn., son born June 24, Canton Ohio, 1LT
D. JOHNSON, 4-31 Inf., son born June 24, Dothan, Ala. SP4 BRUCE
NOENNICH, 2-1 Inf,, son born June 24, China Lake, Calif. PFC
SCOTT A. BROMAN, 3-82 Arty., son born June 25, Rockford, IIl.
SSGT LARRY STIPE, 1-1 Cav., daughter born June 25, Temple,
Tex. SP4 FREDDIE LEONARD. Cht. Center, daughter born June
25, Altus, Okla. PVT LEE S. SCARBOROUGH, 59th IPSD, 11th
Bde., daughter born June 27, Janesville, Wisc. SSG THURMAN
VINCENT, 123rd Avn. Bn., son born June 27, Hopkinsville, Ky. SP4
RONALD F. LABRIE, 75th Inf., daughter born June 27, Beverly,
Mass. PFC ELMER J. KELLY, 3-21 Inf., son born June 27,
Kewanee, lll. PFC LEONARD CLARK, 178th Aslt. Hel. Co.,
daughter born June 27, Chicago, Ill. SP4 STEPHEN K. HOENER,
126th S&S Co., daughter born June 29, Quincy, Ill. SGT DONALD R.
RAHM, 55th Arty., daughter born June 30, Seattle, Wash. SP4
GLEN MCBEIGH, 14th Avn. Bn., son born June 30, Elyria, Ohio.
PFC BARRY C. SMITH, 71st Avn. Bn., daughter born June 30,
Beaumont, Tex. SP4 Richard Haskins, 1-4 [1-147] Arty., daughter born July,
Onawa, lowa.
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DOGS BARK HELPS 4-31 FIND VC CAMP

LZ BALDY-- The barking of a stray dog provided the key for 196th Bde. infantrymen which unlocked a
VC base camp and feeding station. Two VC were
killed and an SKS rifle was captured in action involving the soldiers at the base of Nui Chom
mountain.

A platoon sized patrol from C CO., 4th Bn., 31st Inf., under the command of 2LT James B. Simms
(Claredon Hills, ILL) had moved to a fork in a winding
mountain trail, As the infantrymen paused to decide which branch of the trail to follow, they heard a
dog barking some distance down the left fork
of the trail.

Moving forward to investigate, the patrol encountered a VC armed with an SKS rifle walking down
the trail. He raised the rifle to fire, but before he could get off a shot, he came under a hail of fire from
the 196th Bde.,
riflemen, The wounded VC dropped his weapon and evaded through some heavy brush.

A detailed search of the surrounding area revealed a VC base camp some distance off the trail.
There were several hootches which provided sleep-
positions for about 20 people.

A continued search of the area yielded a four-acre corn field. A quantity of corn and rice was also
discovered in the base camp itself. The camp is believed to have been a feeding and resting station
for the troops operating in the area. Late, the following afternoon the same platoon moved quietly
back to the base camp in hopes "As we moved in, we spotted two VC gathering up the wooden
frames from the hootches,” said 2LT Simms. "They tried to evade, but we got them before they got
far." (196th 10)

06August69-Southern Cross Vol. 2 No. 19 Page 8
NVA SNOOZE, ZAPPED
LZ WEST-- The discovery of a large enemy basecamp consisting of more than 200 reinforced
bunkers began a busy day for the 4th Bn., 31st Inf.

While conducting search and clear operations northwest of Tam Ky, D Co. of the 196th Inf. Bde. unit
found the enemy fortifications. The basecamp was spread out over a large area with the bunkers
connected by a huge tunnel network amidst thick jungle terrain.

The infantrymen observed an NVA sleeping in a hammock inside the hootch. Two other NVA slept
on a nearby table. "Suddenly, the guy in the hammock spotted us and went for his rifle," Coyle said.
"We opened up and got all three of them before they could get moving."

Three weapons were captured, including an M-1 Carbine, an AK-47 rifle, and an M-16.

Later the same afternoon, D Co. was set up in their night defense position when five NVA wandered
into the area and came under intense weapons fire from the 4-31 infantrymen.

Two NVA were killed and blood trails branching off from the area indicated others were wounded.
Captured packs yielded rice, canned fish and 9mm pistol ammunition.
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Increased Fighting Erupts
Throughout Americal Area

CHU LAl -- The comparative quietness lasting several weeks in the Americal Division area has erupted with
"war pounding” as the enemy lunged attacks throughout Southern | Corps. In two days action, 145 enemy
soldiers were killed.

Fire Support Base West a lonely outpost located 18 miles west of Tam Ky was struck by NVA. But, with a
deadly fire and alertness of the 4th Bn. 31st Inf., repulsed the enemy attack and killed 50 NVA regulars while
sustaining only four friendly casualties.

"Perimeter guards made the first sighting when they spotted two enemy sappers attempting to cut through the
barbed wire," said LTC Cecil M. Henry (Rome, Ga.), the 4-31 commander.

"We pounded the area with artillery and M-79 fire and stopped the attack before it really could get started,”
added LTC Henry.

Still a number of NVA soldiers were still at the base of the hill, trying to move upwards. But they were driven
back by the heavy fire placed on them by the Americal troops.

Besides four detainees, all of whom were wounded, the 4-31 soldiers also policed-up 195 Chicom hand
grenades, 19 B-40 rockets, seven B-40 rocket launchers, four AK-47s, an AK-50, four 20-pound shape charges,
and one 40-pound shape charge during a sweep of the hillside.

Landing Zone Dottie, located 12 miles southeast of Chu Lai, jointly manned by ARVN and Americal units, was
also the target of enemy mortar and rocket fire.

Repelled

An estimated 40 VC were driven back when they tried to gain entrance inside the LZ's perimeter. ARVN units
accounted for 16 enemy deaths and elements of D Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav.; D Btry., 1-82nd Arty.; and B Co., 39
Engr. Bn., killed four VC.

"They (the VC) were after our eight inch howitzers," said 1SG Homer A. Roberts (Manitua Springs, Colo.), of D
Btry.

The Battery's eight-inchers as well as 105's and 155's belonging to the ARVN artillery, began firing in flat
trajectories on all sides.

PFC Ronald Fordice (Chicago), an artilleryman manning a Quad-50 mounted on a 2 1/2 ton truck, said "we went
all over the place, first down by the main gate and them up into the hills.”

At the front gate of LZ Dottie, eight enemy were killed by ARVN infantrymen and the Quad-50 blazed from all
four barrels.

Increased Fighting Erupts
Throughout Americal Area

The home of the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav. located at Hawk Hill, received approximately 150 or more 60mm and
82mm mortar rounds against their position. During the action that followed, C Trp. of the 1-1 killed 13 NVA of an
known size force that tried to storm the hill.

When the fighting had ceased, the defenders made a sweep of the area and picked up 104 Chicom hand
grenades, four AK-47's, 13 satchel charges, two RPG launchers, and six RPG rounds.

A limited action took place at LZ Gator located 13 miles north of Quang Ngai, and LZ Bayonet, headquarters for
the 198th Inf. Bde., receiving small arms and mortar fire. One VC was killed in each of the contacts.

Sappers

Two sapper teams were employed against Fire Support Base San Juan Hill, 10 miles west of Duc Pho. Small
arms fire, mortars, and recoilless rifle rounds hit just outside the perimeter.

The sapper teams attacked the hill but were stopped before any damage could be done. Sweeping the area,
the men of A Co., 4-3 found two NVA that had been killed and picked up an AK-47, 36 Chicom hand grenades,
and three B-40 rockets.

The 11th Bde. soldiers also detained an NVA that had been wounded during the attempted sapper attack. He
related that there were six men in his team and that there others wounded in the area.

A short while later A Co. found another NVA that had been killed by small arms fire. Also discovered was a trail
leading to the base of the LZ marked every five feet with white cloth in order to guide the sapper team.

Helicopters from F Trp., 8th Cav.,, killed 17 NVA troops in two separate contacts 10 miles north-northwest of
Tam Ky. The NVA were from the same force that staged the attack on Hawk Hill.in black and white.
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Photo Caption: Hold Still

Residents of Hiep Duc, who returned to their homes in March after temporarily being settled in Tam
Ky, patiently wait for medical attention during a MEDCAP conducted by the 196th Bde.'s 4th Bn., 31st
Inf. (Photo by SP4 Bill Crawford, 196th 10)

August 27, 1969
#

Hold Still
Residents of Hiep Duc, who returned to their homes in March
after temporarily being settled in Tam Ky, patiently wait for
medical atténtion during a MEDCAP conducted by the 196th Bde.’s
4th Bn., 31st Inf. (Photo by SP4 Bill Crawford, 196th 10)




27August69-Southern Cross Vol. 2 No. 22 Page 6
Combat In Review

Sloppy Housekeeping

Betrays Enemy Force

LZ BALDY -- Numerous "Ho Chi Minh-sandal" tracks and field packs hanging on a fence betrayed
eight enemy soldiers trying to evade division elements.

Units of C Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde., entered "Happy Valley" 25 miles northwest of Tam
Ky and apparently surprised a group of VC/NVA soldiers.

A platoon-sized force of ¢ Co. proceeded cautiously down a winding jungle where they observed
sandal tracks, hootches, and tunnel complexes.

A Kit Carson Scout, accompanied SP4 William Rozier (St. Paul, N.C.), the point man. Suddenly the
alert scout detected movement in the thicket ahead.

Three NVA and on VC were killed by the platoon's small arms fire as they attempted to evade. A
detailed search of the area yielded a hidden tunnel entrance.

Meanwhile, helicopter gunships supported another platoon-sized element. As the platoon moved in
to investigate the enemy routed by gunships, three more VC were killed as they tried to flee from the
infantrymen.

Minutes later, SGT Albert Gentry (Bumtass, Va.) observed several enemy packs directly in front of
his position. Advancing slowly, he located three VC in a bunker beneath a hootch. The enemy
attempted to evade, but died under a hail of fire. (196th 10)
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Fierce Battles Rage In 196th Area

CHU LAl -- Americal infantrymen using heavy air and artillery support, killed at least 469 North
Vietnamese soldiers in almost continuous action for a week near Hiep Duc 30 miles south of Da
Nang.

In contact since midday August 18, the infantrymen of the 196th Bde. reported 312 enemy Kkilled in
the first 72 hours of fighting in the Que Son River Valley 18 miles west of Tam Ky near a pair of
brigade forward firebases.

Another 103 enemy bodies were found the next day during a systematic search of the rolling hills
and thick underbrush which abounds northeast of Hiep Duc. Most of them had been killed by air
strikes, artillery, and gunships during heavy contact August 20-21.

The enemy activity, the heaviest in more than three months in the Hiep Duc area, may have been a
coordinated attack on the refugee center near the village, according to LTC Cecil M. Henry (Rome,
Ga.), commander of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf., whose units have seen most of the action in the valley since
the heavy fighting began.

"Since the refugees arrived in March, the NVA have sworn to destroy the (refugee) center,” LTC
Henry said.
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PACKING PLENTY OF PUNCH, a machinegun crew and fellow soldiers of the 196th Inf. Bde.’s 4th Bn., 31st Inf. pin down NVA
forces in the battle near Hiep Duc. (Photo by SP4 Bill Crawford, 196th 10)

Photo Caption: PACKING PLENTY OF PUNCH, a machinegun crew and fellow soldiers of the 196th
Inf. Bde.'s 4th Bn., 31st Inf. pin down NVA (Photo by SP4 Bill Crawford, 196th 10)
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AMERICAL SOLDIERS TURN BACK NVA
By 1LT ROBERT R. KRESGE
QUE SON VALLEY - Combat between Americal soldiers and enemy forces from the 2nd NVA Div. tapered
off almost as quickly as it had begun. The initial flare-up of fighting left 435 NVA soldiers dead at the end of the
battle, which centered around the newly resettled village of Hiep Duc, 35 miles northwest of Chu Lai.

With enemy resistance slacking, infantrymen from 196th Bde. managed to get to the site of a helicopter downed
by .51 cal. machinegun fire. Eight persons were listed as missing in the crash, including the commander of the
3rd Bn., 21st Inf., the battalion SGM and Associated Press photographer Oliver (Ollie Noonan).

Forces committed in the week of the long conflict were divided into two battalions-size task forces to overcome
enemy resistance at two points in the valley. One force, under the control of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf., bught the NVA
near Hill 118, 2 miles north of Hiep Duc. The other element was south of LZ Center, east of Hiep Duc.

First Contact

The first outbreak occurred in the 4-31 area when a company surprised an estimated NVA Battalion.

Supported by gunships, air strikes and artillery, B Co. of the 4-31 linked up with C Co. of the same battalion late in
the evening, Bodies found on the next day confirmed that the combination of infantry and supporting elements
had killed 91 NVA soldiers.

"I believe the enemy's move is part of a coordinated attack on the Hiep Duc refugee center, which the NVA have
sworn to destroy since the refugees moved in last March, "commented LTC Cecil M. Henry (Rome, Ga.),
commanding officer of the 4-31.

During the next three days, fighting was heavy at the base of mountains that form the Que Son Valley and the
boundary between Quang Tin and Quang Nam provinces.

LTC Henry directed his task force, made up of companies from his own battalion as well as units of hie 1st of the
46th Inf., and the. 2nd of the 1st Inf., from a tactical command post in the field.
Retaliate

For several nights, the enemy made probing attacks and mortared the companies night defensive positions.
Enemy mortar fire was also directed against LZ West, home of the 4-31. In each case, U.S. counter-mortar radar
enabled supporting artillery to strike back quickly at the enemy's firing points.

In directing the attacks against the NVA fortified positions, LTC Henry said his forces were "seeking to destroy
them (the NVA) while they are massed in this area.”

"All available air and artillery are being brought in to support the ground operation which has been slowed by
fierce enemy resistance. The NVA has numerically superior forces' excellent reserves of ammo, supplies and
fortified positions," he added.

In spite of the enemy's advantages, U.S. air power and artillery and the determination of the infantrymen forced
the NVA to withdraw from the fight. Soon the sdldiers were able to provide security for combat "engineers who
began demolition work on the abandoned positions." The 4-31 task force had killed 212 NVA in eight days of
almost continuous combat.

Other Units Join Fight

For the forces operating south of LZ Center, the action began when another company of the 4-31 contacted
another estimated NVA battalion. Late that afternoon, a company from the 2nd Bn. of the 1st Inf. was combat
assaulted into the area to develop the contact. As enemy resistance increased, two companies of the 3rd of the
21st also joined the fray.

Because of the forces already committed to the northwest of this action, another task force under the
command of the 3-21 was constituted, made up of three of the battalion's companies, and the originally engaged
companies, D of the 4th of the 31st and A (later relieved by C Co.) of the 2nd of the 1st.

Helicopters supporting the ground units began to receive heavy enemy automatic weapons fire, bath heavy and
light caliber, as they carried in supplies's and carried out casualties on "dust-off" missions.

Late in the afternoon, the command and control ship of the 3-21 carried three replacement soldiers to the field
along with some much-needed supplies. The helicopter picked up photographer Noonan, who had spent the day
with the ground units and headed back to LZ Center.

Downed Helicopter

The craft was barely airborne when it became the target of heavy NVA ground fire. According to witnesses, the ship caught fire
and fell from an altitude of over 1500 feet into dense foliage atop a small knoll two kilometers away from the American troogs.
Killed in the crash were LTC Eli P. Howard, Jr., 41, of Woodbridge, Va., the battalioncommander of the 3-21; Command SGM
Franklin D. Rowell, 36, of Lexington S.C., the sergeant major of the 3-21; Associated Press photographer Oliver C. (Ollie)
Noonan, 29, of Norwell, Mass. and also the helicopter crew.

As U.S. ground forces met continued resistance in the area, the 3rd Bn., 5th ARVN Div. came into the area to open another
"front" in the attacks on the enemy positions. The commandant of the Division Combat Center, LTC Robert C. Bacon (Falls
Church, Va.), took over command of the task force.

Making determined assaults on NVA positions, the infantrymen were able to force the enemy to withdraw under cover of
darkness. Meeting no resistance later, four companies of the task force made their way to within 1,000 meters of the crashsite
by nightfall.

%lhi?e one company stayed behind to destroy an enemy bunker complex on Hill 102, the other three pushed on to locate the
downed chopper.
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WALK PAST ENEMY
By SP4 BILL CRAWFORD

LZ WEST - The enemy impact area was flashing with activity. Mortar
rounds swished overhead and exploded close by seconds later. Taking
the only available cover impulsively, PFC Marion Feaster (Deland, FLa.)
plunged into a nearby stream.

During the combat confusion as mortar rounds continued to fall, the
rest of Feaster's unit, B Co., 4-31 Inf., pressed toward their night
defensive position, unaware that they were leaving the soldier behind in
enemy territory.

"I don't think it really ever hit me how bad a shape | was in. It never
occurred to me that | might be captured and not be able to return to my
buddies," Feaster remarked later.

| grabbed a damaged radio to keep it out of enemy hands, then
clutching it under his arm, he waded upstream as quietly as possible.
The soldier had to rejoin his unit since he knew approximately where his
company was to form its night defensive position.

"But | miscalculated," laughed Feaster. "When | came out of the
stream | came face to face with another group of NVA. My lucky stars
must have been shining that night cause they had mistaken me for an
advance point man, leading an American element."”

Thinking that Feaster would lead a larger element into their ambush,
the NVA let him pass.

"They realized their mistake too late. By the time they
began firing at me | had almost made it to my unit's perimeter," said the
196th Inf. Bde. soldier.

What password did PFC Feaster use to get by the infantrymen
guarding his company's perimeter?

"None," replied Feaster. "l just ran like mad into the perimeter area. My
buddies were too busy- blasting the NVA to worry about me." (196th
10)
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KCS OUTWITS VC

LZ WEST-Alertness and the ability to track the
enemy are two attributes that make Kit Carson Scouts
valuable assets to Americal Infantrymen.

This fact was proven once agaln during a joint
operational involving the 196th Inf. Bde. and Popular Forces
(PFs).

Working in Hiep Duc Valley, 74 miles west oF Tam Ky, C
Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf., was moving into position as a
blocking Force with the PFs. Lee, a young Kit Carson scout
assigned to 4-31 was walking with 1LT Jerry Josey
(Bishopville, S.C.).

Suddenly, Lee stopped and pointed at the ground. There,
partially hidden by the grass, were fresh sandal tracks
in the moist earth. Josey cautiously followed his scout
through the dense underbrush running along a nearby river
bank. They followed the trail onto a sand bar which
jutted out into the water.

"l was sure whoever made the tracks had crossed the
stream," said Josey. "l was peering across the stream
trying to catch sight of him when Lee's M-16 went off
right by my ear!"

Spinning to his right, Josey observed a VC, clutching an
AK-47 rifle, slump onto the sand a few meters down
stream. Unseen by the infantryman, the VC had made a right
turn and walked down the river's edge. The alert Kit
Carson Scout had spotted him before he could set up an
ambush.  (AMERICAL |O)
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MEDCAP

Aids

Refugees

LZ West -- Each day, some 3,900 Vietnamese refugees are receiving medical care thanks to the
efforts of the MEDCAP team of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. This five-man medical element can be
transported by chopper to any location in the division in a matter of minutes.

"The purpose of the MEDCAP team is to provide daily medical care for the people of Hiep Duc."
said CPT Phillip Kinman (Petersburg, Ind.), the battalion surgeon.

The Hiep Duc Refugee Center, located near LZ West, 35 miles northwest of Chu Lai, contains over
3,900 refugees who have recently returned to the area following several years absence caused by VC
terrorism. MEDCAPs have been conducted at Hiep Duc before, but only on a weekly basis. "The
MEDCAP team can provide follow-up treatment as well as aid in the instruction of the Viethamese
medics who assist in the daily treatment," said CPT Kinman.

The Vietnamese constructed the dispensary which houses the daily MEDCAPs. Twelve
Viethamese medics are currently in Tam Ky to receive intensive training related to their duties in Hiep
Duc. They will assist in the daily treatment of refugees at Hiep Duc upon completion of their training.
(196th 10)
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BIG BRAG SILENCED WITH COSTLY BATTLE

LZ BALDY-Americal infantrymen were locked in combat with two regiments of NVA recently 17
miles southwest of Tam Ky. The violent ten-day battle claimed 516 enemy lives.

The unit involved was a task force comprised of companies from 4th Bn., 31st Inf. and 3rd Bn., 21st
Inf.

Early Fighting saw 59 NVA soldiers killed and six captured when an element of the 2nd NVA Div.
was surprised before it could launch a pre-dawn assault at LZ West. A sweep of the area turned up a
small enemy arsenal. Scattered on the slopes of the fire support base were RPGs, rocket launchers,
and explosive charges.

NVA forces hoped to destroy the American-supervised Hiep Duc refugee center. The enemy had
vowed they would wreck the center and disperse or kill its 3,000 civilian inhabitants. Broadcast
messages told the refugees that no one could stop the NVA efforts.

"The American and South Vietnamese- Governments cannot protect you," boomed the
loudspeakers. "We will wipe out your settlement."

The infantrymen of the Americal made the NVA eat their words.

In subsequent fighting, B Co., 4-31 Inf. encountered a large bunker complex near hill 118. Enemy
machinegunners pelted the Americans from concealment.

Reinforcements came immediately. A platoon from C Co. joined in the fight, and helicopter gunships
from F Trp., 8th Cav., rained deadly fire on the enemy positions.

The battle raged for ten days. Most of the action involved contact that soon mushroomed into heavy
exchanges of fire.

Elements of the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty., provided invaluable fire-power throughout the operation.
Explosions rocked enemy bunkers, accounting for many enemy deaths and clearing the way for an
infantry assault.




A Little Care

SP4 Steve Daniel (Chicago), a Division medic with the 4th Bn.,
31st Inf., cleans an open sore on the head of a young Vietnamese
boy. Daniel is one man of a team ef five working in the Hiep
Duc refugee area 30 miles west of Chu Lai. The medics and doctors
held daily Medical Civie Action Programs in the Hiep Duc area.

(Photo by SP4 Bill Crawford)
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Photo Caption: A Little Care

SP4 Steve Daniel (Chicago), a Division medic with the 4th Bn., 31st Inf., cleans an open sore on the
head of a young Vietnamese boy. Daniel is one man of a team of five working in the Hiep Duc
refugee area 30 miles west of Chu Lai. The medics and doctors hdd daily Medical Civil Action
Program in the Hiep Duc area. (Photo by SP4 Bill Crawford)
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NVA Sappers Repelled In Fight-out

CHU LAI--Sappers from NVA units operating in the Hiep Duc Valley were turned back in an attempt
to overrun a Division fire base and pave the way for an attack on the refugee aenter at Hiep Duc,
twenty miles west of Tam Ky.

The purpose of the early morning attack was evidently to tie up artillery gun crews in their own
defense, so that another NVA force would not have to face the guns in attacking the refugee center.
Both attacks failed.

In the early morning hours, LZ Siberia was hit by RPG, recoilless rifle, and intense automatic
weapons fire. Sappers carrying grenades, satchel charges and flamethrowers moved up to the
perimeter wire.

Their advance had been slowed by artillery fire from the battery on the hilltop base and by more
rounds flying from LZ West, a nearby firebase. As contact continued, Army gunships and Air Force
tactical air strikes were called in.

The two NVA companies moved up the hill from the west and the north and, after breaching the
outer wire, used their grenades, satchel charges and flamethrowers to get close to the inner wire. But
they ran head-on into combined infantry and artillery firepower which stopped them dead.

The defenders of the hill, a company from the 196th Bde.'s 4th Bn., 31st Inf., poured small arms fire
on the NVA, stalling the attack at the wire. The effect of the 105mm howitzers from the 3rd Bn., 82nd
Arty. firing point blank into the NVA broke the attack and pushed it off the hill.

The retreating NVA left behind 32 dead on the slopes of LZ Siberia. One enemy was captured as
infantrymen combed the weapon-strewn hill at first light. Among the captured equipment were rifles,
grenades, satchel charges, several rocket launchers and one of the flamethrowers.

The following attack on Hiep Duc was folded by the combined efforts of the U.S. artillery and units of
RF-PF soldiers based in Hiep Duc. As the enemy pushed toward the center from the west, air strikes
and artillery broke up all coordination in their efforts. At this point, ARVN forces met the enemy units
and drove them back.

The sapper attack and the drive toward the refugee center followed the same pattern as a similar
attack on LZ West earlier, which kicked off 12 days of fighting around Hiep Duc. Both attacks have
failed and LZ Siberia and West continue to stand guard over the Hiep Duc Valley.
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The War Bugle

LZ BALDY--The soldiers of the Division's 4th Bn., 31st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde. were presented a silver
bugle by COL Gildo Codispoti (New York City), CO of the 7th Regt., 1st Marine Div.

The bugle was presented to Cecil M. Henry (Rome, Ga.) as a token of appreciation for the spirit of
cooperation and hospitality that was extended to the Marines during operations around LZ West.

Infantrymen form the Americal Div. and the 1st Marine Div. joined forces to smash two regiments of
the 2nd NVA Div. during ten days of heavy fighting in Hiep Duc Valley, 17 miles southwest of Tam Ky.
The battle cost the NVA more than 800 dead.

A recruiting drive is now underway to find a bugler among the 4-31 soldiers (196th 10)




010ctober69-Southern Cross Vol. 2 No. 27 Page 6
Combat In Review

Rejoins Infantry Unit

Firefight Brings Old CO Back

By SP4 BILL CRAWFORD

LZ BALDY -- Accounts of an American-NVA clash 18 miles west of Tam Ky flooded into the air
operations office.

CPT John Whittecar (Salina, Kans.), air operations officer, listened intently as the radio crackled a
distress message from D Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde. The unit had engaged a battalion of
NVA and their commanding officer was wounded and had been airlifted to medical aid.

"I couldn't just sit there and listen while Co. D got riffled. | caught a resupply helicopter going out to
the fight," said the former CO of D Co.

The men were happy to see their former commander jump from the chopper under heavy enemy
fire.

The NVA were attempting to encircle the outnumbered U.S. soldiers. RPG and machinegun fire
laced the air as the enemy tried to keep the company immobilized.

"Fire was coming from three sides," related CPT Whittecar. "I knew we had to exit before they
closed in. But night was coming on, so | decided to set up a defensive perimeter and wait."

The enemy began to move in the dark. Army helicopter gunships pounded the creeping NVA.
Hearing the gunships coming, the enemy opened up on the besieged company with RPG and
machinegun fire again.

Whittecar directed the gunship's fire to within 25 meters of the company's perimeter because the
NVA were so close.

The captain was calm all the time," recalled PFC David Roland (Bellingham, Wash.). "He talked to
the gunship pilot as if he were back in the States talking to his next door neighbor."

At one point Whittecar talked to the tactical operations center. "I've got the enemy where | want
them, he quipped. "They're all around me in a complete circle.”

The next morning, Whittecar set up his CP in an old French building, continuing to direct defensive
fire. An RPG smashed into the room. The blast wounded several men, including Whittecar.

Undaunted, the captain helped the medics treated the wounded and "talked in" a Medevac
helicopter to remove the more seriously wounded.

The impromptu reunion with their old commanding officer was a real lifesaver for D Co. (196th 10)
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Fiery Fighters In Hiep Duc Valley

LZ BALDY - After a grueling attempt to root out the enemy a company from the 196th Inf. Bde. along
with the aid of artillery support from the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty. crushed an entrenched NVA force in Hiep
Duc Valley.

For two days B Co of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf., had been conducting a search and clear mission in Hiep
Duc Valley 20 miles west of Tam Ky in an effort to capture a hill where reports indicated a platoon-size
NVA force had been well fortified in underground bunkers.

PFC Richard Fosler (Hamlet, Ind.), a RTO with 4-31 and attached to the artillery, said, "our mission
was to link up with the Marines and capture the hill."

Contact with the enemy came at the end of the second day; the NVA zeroed in on the company with
.30 caliber machineguns and AK-47s. "The enemy was obviously prepared for they used everything
they had on us -- the ground just shook beneath our feet," said Fosler. B Co. retaliated with small
arms fire but soon had to pull back because of the intense fire.

"We were in no position for a full-scale battle," said Fosler. "We were in the open and the rice
paddies gave us very little protection.”

The next day the company pushed forward and again it was met by hostile fire, this time in the form
of 60mm mortar rounds.

"Our men were ready for them this time," said SGT Mike Levine (Gladstone, Mo.), recon sergeant.
"from the dikes along the rice paddies we opened up with our light anti-tank weapons, M-60s and M-
16s. Several men in my platoon had managed to make it near the top of the hill and were tossing
hand grenades into the bunkers.

"In one case an NVA soldier actually stood up in a bunker and aimed an AK-47 rifle point blank at
one of our men. However, he never had a chance to pull the trigger for a grenade exploded inside the
bunker."

Meanwhile, Fosler was on his radio calling for artillery support from LZ Siberia. "Between the fire
from our company and the artillery rounds from Siberia, we blasted the enemy right out of their
bunkers. (196th 10)
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Artillery Blasts Lurking Enemy

By PFC CARL EKENGREN

LZ BALDY--Infantry and artillery units of the division turned the tables when they blasted a
concealed NVA hideout.

Co. D of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. had been trudging through the rough terrain of Hiep Duc Valley 20
miles northwest of Tam Ky in an effort to establish a base camp.

The infantry had tried several campsite locations over a three-day period, but each time they
encountered heavy enemy mortar and small arms fire. On the morning of the fourth day, the company
pushed forward again in search of a better place.

"I could feel the perspiration beading on my forehead," said 1LT Enis Jordan (Nashville, Tenn.), fire
direction officer, "as we moved out under the scorching sun. We had been following a well marked
trail for only a short distance when we discovered that it led nowhere, so we changed direction and
proceeded along a path which eventually led us to the beach of the Song Thu Bon River."

Inch-by-inch D Co. plodded along in the ankle-deep sand. They had gone less than one-fourth of a
mile when suddenly the sharp crack of automatic weapons fire resounded in the morning air.

"Bullets were flying directly over our heads. We couldn't go anywhere for behind us was a steep
jagged cliff. If we went any further, we'd be picked off like ducks in a shooting gallery. We lay buried
in the sand firing as best we could with our M-16 rifles and M-60 machineguns,” said Jordan.

The estimated NVA platoon was well concealed in thick underbrush 100 meters on the other side of
the river and was bombarding the company with 60mm mortars and small arms fire.

In the midst of the fire-fight the RTO was seriously wounded and lay unconscious on the beach.
Some 10 meters away, Jordan was sprawled out in the sand witnessing the entire event.

Seeing that he could not effectively coordinate with the CO due to the fact that the entire company
was pinned down by intense fire, the 23-year-old officer crawled to the side of the wounded man. As
he reached over to pick up the phone, an AK-47 bullet grazed his right forearm causing him to flip over
on his back.

Disregarding his wound, Jordan snatched the phone up and called for artillery support. In a matter
of minutes 105mm howitzer rounds came crashing in on the enemy position, silencing their guns.

"The skirmish lasted only 25 minutes, but those AK-47 and mortar rounds were kicking up the sand,”
said the lieutenant.

Co. D never did find a base camp site that day, but along with the artillery, it did manage to kill 11
NVA soldiers. (196th 10)
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By MSG H.A. Bonesio

Sixteen of the 27 soldiers reenlisting during a one-week
period in the AMERICAL Division were "first termers".

Seventeen of the reenlistees chose guaranteed enlistment options while the others remained on their
present duty assignment.

Division Artillery keeps SP5 Oscar L. Wilson, 251st F. A. (Radar Det.); and the 16th Combat Aviation
Group, SSG Ismael Rodriguez, HHC, 123rd Avn. Bn.

The 11th Infantry Brigade retains PFC William Cherry, PFC Harvey Atkins and PFC Patrick Bowley,
all with A Co., 4-3; and PFC Armando Rodriquez, E Co., 4-21.

The 196th Infantry Brigade re-upped SSG Donald P. Fleshman, B Co.; PFC Stephen Chestnut, A
Co., PFC Danny A. Weymouth, HHC; PFC Gene W. Wellman, B Co.; and PVT Waldo F.
Montgomery, D Co.; all with 3-21. Also, from 4-31,

PFC David Price; HHC; and PFC James H. Sinderman, B Co. From 2-1, PFC Wilbur Perry, C Co,;
and PFC James M. Boersema, B Co.

The 198th Infantry Brigade reenlistees were SSG Clinton McAplin, HHC; and SP4 Sidney
Crenshaw, B Co., both with 1-52.
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Festivities And Children

LZ BALDY -- Children's Tet was celebrated by some 1,500 youngsters at the U.S.-supervised Hiep
Duc Refugee Center, located 17 miles west of Tam Ky.

Festivities were not spoiled in the aftermath of the grim battles waged near the settlement in late
August. Infantrymen of the division had killed more than 1,200 NVA soldiers, mainly from the 2nd
NVA Div., in the Hiep Duc Valley during a fortnight of continuous enemy contact, The refugee center
was one object of the massive enemy offensive -- it was saved.

For the celebration, infantrymen of the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 4th Bn., 31st Inf., gave 60 pounds of candy
to the children of the refugee settlement.

"| feel that it was extremely important that the children be given the opportunity to hold their
celebration in spite of the recent heavy fighting," said 2LT Michael Dononoe (San Francisco), the civil
affairs officer of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. "It definitely had a positive effect on the morale of the people,
and the children had a ball." (196th 10)
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Arty Matches NVA Recaoilless

LZ SIBERIA - It didn't take long for a group of NVA soldiers to discover that their recoilless rifle was
no match for a 105mm howitzer. By then,
it was too late.

For several days a small element of NVA troops hid on a hill in the Hiep Duc Valley shooting their
recoilless across the Song Thu Bon River at a division fire support base 30 miles south of Da Nang.

But one day, the men of the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty. were too quick for the enemy gunners and gave
them a taste of their own medicine.

"It was about 6 p.m.,"” said SGT Ronnie Jackson (Joplin, Mo.) "and the battery was in the process of
resupplying its gun section with ammunition. Suddenly a series of rounds came whizzing over our
heads. The rounds were high and none of them actually hit the LZ, landing in the dump on the other
side of the hill."

Within seconds Jackson's gun crew shifted its howitzer in the direction of the enemy fire. "We could
see the smoke and flash from the tube of the recoilless, so we knew exactly where to position our
gun," explained SP4 John Vines (Lansing, Mich.), assistant gunner.

Before the enemy had a chance to lower its weapon, Jackson's gun blasted a series of high
explosive rounds directly at the enemy position. Another gun quickly joined in the fight and soon the
enemy was silent.

A sweep of the hill the next day by infantrymen of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. revealed five enemy killed and
tree wounded. "Not only did we knock out
the recoilless rifle and the gun crew, but we also got the ammo," Vinci said.
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By MSG H.A. BONESIO

Forty-four of the 54 soldiers reenlisting during a one-week period in the division were "first termers."
Of these , 40 chose guaranteed enlistment options while the others remain on their present duty
assignment.

Division Troops was represented by two "Topkicks" from the 23rd M.P. Co., 1SG Dillard Cannon Jr.
and 1SG Collins J. Orebo; SP4 Frank E. O'Brien, PFC Robert E. Cowles, PFC Wayne A. Stromely,
PFC James Lindsay, all with A Trp., 1-1st Cav.; and PFC Luins M. Morgan Jr, C Co., 523rd Sig. Bn.

Support Command had SSG Robert G. Beal and SP6 Harold Cornett, 23rd Admin. Co.

Division Atrtillery keeps CSM Jerrold A. Wirig and PFC Thomas S. Hill, HHB, 1-14th Arty.; SSG
Lonnie R. Webb, HHB, and PFC Earl Jones, A Btry., 3-82nd Arty.

The 16th Combat Aviation Group retains SFC Billy J. Stephens and SP5 Michael Hallman, HHC,
123rd Avn. B.; SSG Jimmie Green and SSG Darrell A. Snuffer, 71st Avn. Co., 14th Avn Bn.

The 11th Infantry Brigade was represented by 4-21st Inf., PFC Jennings Q. Parker, HHC, SGT
James E. Turnbow, C Co., and PFC N. Montgomery, E Co.; 1-20th Inf. SP4 Raymond R. Jansky, C.
Co., PFC Clarence Wallace, HHC; 4-3rd Inf., PFC Michael P. Collins and PFC Robert F. Ernest, both
with C Co., and PVT Kenneth Hafford, A Co.; 3-1st Inf., PFC Ronald Wess, D Co.

The 196th Infantry Brigade reenlistees were from 1-46th Inf., PFC Ray H. Cox, B Co., PFC Wendell
C. Mahan, C Co., PFC Dennis R. Murphy and PFC Bruce G. Ganey, D Co., PFC Gary L. Griffin and
PFC Bobby L. Cunningham, E Co.; from 3-21st Inf. were PFC Gary D. Coffman, A Co., SP4 Henry
Maestas, PFC Tony C. Deason and PFC Daniel K. Holifield, B Co., PFC James E. Peoples, C Co.,
PFC Ronald J. Wagman, PFC Donald B. Meehan, PFC Joseph B. Wright, PFC John P. Tucker, and
PFC Richard P. Choenour, D Co.; from 4-31st. were PFC Everett Templeton and PFC Richard W.
Harrison B Co., PFC George W. Camp Jr.

PFC Rodney Sautter and SP4 Kenneth Albright, C Co.

The 198th Infantry Brigade re-upped at the 5-46th Inf., SGT Randolph Hall, and PFC Kenneth L.
Dickerson, B Co., PFC Wallter Griffin, HHC; from 1-52nd Inf., PFC Richard T. Cavanaugh, B Co., PFC
Gerald E. Paulin, C Co.; while 1-6th Inf. had SSG Manis L. Caudil, HHC, and PFC Robert E. Stryker,
A Co.
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Siberia Isn‘t Too Bad
While providing security for LZ Siberia, 35 miles northwest of Chu Lai, infantrymen of the 4-31st
Inf., 196th Bde. relax by writing letters, reading b ooks and thinking of home during a quiet morning.
Most soldiers consider bunker guard a pleasure.
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Photo Caption: Siberia Isn't Too Bad
While providing security for LZ Siberia, 35 miles northwest of Chu Lai, infantrymen of the 4-31st Inf.,

196th Bde. relax by writing letters, reading books and thinking of home during a quiet morning. Most
soldiers consider bunker guard a pleasure.
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By MSG H. A. Bonesio

AMERICAL Division career counselors reenlisted 46 soldiers during a one-week period. Thirty-four
of these were in the First Termer category with the majority-choosing guaranteed reenlistment
options. Most of the career personnel chose "choice of CONUS station" program.

Division Troops retained SFC Warren B. Pollard and SSG Leander Cooper,HHC, Americal;
SP4 Larry Chard, HHT, 1-1st Cav.

Support Command was represented by MSG Willie Stevens, HHC, 23rd SGT; SSG Delmas
Pautdo, 23rd Admin. Co.; SSG William Cutler, D Co., 23rd Med. Bn.; and from the 723rd Maint. Bn.,
SP5 James Sirmans, SP4 John Harrigan, and PFC Hiram L, Henderson.

Division Artillery keeps SFC Wilmot E. Kaufman, Btry. B, and SSG Parnell M. Wasnuk, HHB,
1-14th Arty; CPL WIlbert C. Jackson, B Btry. 3-82nd Arty; PFC Dewey W. Gibson, B Btry. 1-82nd
Arty; PFC Kenneth Blizard, C Btry., 3-18th Arty.

The 16th Combat Aviation Group had MSG Volley Cole, HHC.

The 11th Infantry Brigade reenlistees were PFC Robert A. Davis, CCo., 4-3rd Inf; from 3-1st
Inf., PFC Larry D. Kutzner, PFC Willlam R. Metts, and PFC William Mead, A Co.; PFC Alex J.
Carter, C Co., PFC Gary H. Buskol, D Co., while 1-20th Inf. had PFC Kenneth A. Beekley, A Co.,
PFC Robert F. Arney and PFC Dale Hyndman, B Co.; from 4-21st Inf., PFC Dannie Hardaway and
MSG Thomas Denn, B Co., PFC Charles Piner, D Co.

The 196th Infantry Brigade re-upped PFC Terry D. Hixon, F Trp., 17th Cav.; PFC Louis Lumpkin
and PFC Leonard Morgan, A Co.; PFC Albert Retzlor, PFC Victor B. Moore, PFC Harold
Johnson, and PFC Thomas Casteel, B Co., 1-46th Inf.; from 4-31st Inf., PFC James McDaniel, A
Co., PFC Thomas E. Miller, PFC Dale Brown, and SP4 Wiliam Rozier, C Co.; 2-1st Inf. had PFC
Peter W. Hrutky and PFC RobertL. Gray, A Co., PFC Darrell Witcher, B Co.; while from 3-21st
Inf., PFC Glenn Miller, HHC, MSG Eugene Lyons, B Co., SFC Okey Blankenship, C Co.

The 198th Infantry Brigade was represented by SFC George
Gonzalez, HHC, and from HHC, 5-46th Inf., MSG Norman C. Bunch.
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A Soldier Rallies To New Future
Happily Finds South Numbah One

LZ HAWK HILL -- One morning in a wooded area 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky an NVA rallied to D
Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf. Having set off a trip-flare while approaching the company's perimeter, he
immediately began shouting 'Chieu hoi" and waving a leaflet.

When the Division infantrymen brought the rallier into the perimeter, he was extremely happy,
shaking everyone's hand and smiling.

"He threw off his pack and sandals," related PFC Chip Hummel (Reading, Pa.). "Then he pointed to
our rucksacks and boots with admiration, saying 'numbah one."

The rallier disclosed that he had been a Private First Class in a transportation and supply Bn. of the
2nd NVA Div. he had joined his unit in September by infiltrating through Laos. Since then his mission
had been to carry rice from caches in the mountains to units located in Happy Valley, following a route
along the ridgeline of Nui Chom Mountain.

Small groups of three to five men made this trip in a 15 day period. It was while on one of these trips
that the rallier had walked away from his companions and turned himself in to the 196th Inf. Bde.
element. He had carried a Chieu Hoi leaflet with him for a month looking for an opportunity to rally.

He said that the morale in his unit was very low. The 120-men battalion had only one medic and ten
per cent of the men were down with malaria. The unit was also short of food.

"As we fed him C-rations, he told us about the very small daily ration of rice he had been receiving,"
said 1LT Armond M. Darrin (New York).

The rallier also stated that the war didn't really mean anything to him. He had enjoyed working on
his farm before he was drafted, but now all that was gone. Having rallied he could look forward to
building a new life in the south. (198th IO)
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Easy Rider

Loses Cycle

To Inf. Unit

LZ HAWK HILL - Somewhere in the Phuoc Son area a VC is doing a lot of walking that he didn't plan
on. He would rather be riding his motorcycle, but a company in the Division confiscated it.

While on a routine sweep of an area 23 miles west of Tam Ky B Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf, made an
interesting discovery. The 196th Inf. Bde. unit came across a late model motorcycle which lay
camouflaged in a ditch.

"We have a suspected VC detainee - motorcycle,” reported CPT Anthony W. Hall, Jr. (Houston),
commanding officer of B Co.

LTC Cecil M. Henry (Rome, Ga.) is having the vehicle overhauled, and maybe sometime soon 4th
Bn., 31st Inf.'s commanding officer will be seen "cycling" around the Battalion. (196th 10)
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Hiep Duc Supply Push

LZ HAWK HILL -- A convoy of 18 Vietnamese trucks recently set out from Tam Ky with one mission:
to resupply the refugee center at Hiep Duc.

Leaving Tam Ky early in the morning, the trucks rolled down highway 535, protected by elements of
the divisions' 196th Bde.

Soldiers from 4-31st Inf. held key sections of the road. APC's from F Trp. 17th Cav., rumbled
alongside the convoy during the entire trip, while helicopter gunships, provided by F Trp., 8th Cav.
hovered constantly overhead.

The enemy did not challenge the array of firepower, and the convoy safely reached Hiep Duc by
later afternoon.

The success of the convoy may have had some far reaching results.

"It definitely showed the people at Hiep Duc that the Government of Vietham is concerned about
them,"” asserted MAJ. James Y. lha (Whaiawa, Hawaii), civil affairs officer, 196th Bde.

"The Viet Cong cadre in that area have claimed for a long time that they are winning the war," said
CPT. William H. Marty (Santa Cruz, Calif.), PSYOPS officer, 196th Bde., but "the convoy's success
hurt their creditability.” (196th Bde 10)
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Combat In Review

‘Chief Smoke

Is On Target

LZ STINSON -- Although it sounded like the gunfight at the "OK Corral" with the volume turned up all
the way, it was only one 105mm howitzer from C Btry., 3-82nd Arty that rumbled through the Hiep Duc
Valley in the division's area of operation.

An NVA recoilless rifle crew began to fire rounds into fire support base LZ Siberia from across the
Thu Bon River.

When the first rounds impacted into the area of LZ Siberia, SSG William Parent, night "Chief of
Smoke" ran barefoot to the gun under the charge of SGT Ronnie Jackson (Joplin, Mo.)

"It was about 6 p.m.," Jackson said, "Suddenly a series of rounds came whistling overhead".

When the enemy fired their second group of two shots, SGT Parent spotted the flash and smoke
from the enemy gun and though he had returned to the landing zone the same day after a week's
hospitalization for wounds, he helped swing the gun around and jumped up on the gun's trails to
observe and adjust fire.

As the enemy gunners fired away, Parent and Jackson and SP4 John Vines (Lansing, Mich.) fired
and made corrections and slammed their third round into the NVA position.

The first eight rounds silenced the enemy," commented Vines.

THe next morning, a sweep of the area by the men of the 4-31st Inf., revealed five enemy killed and
three wounded enemy victims of direct artillery hits. (Americal 10)
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196th Gathers Rice

By 1LT David Coffman
LZ HAWK HILL-- If an army really does travel on its stomach, then a lot of VC must be moving very
slowly these days, at least in the area of the 196th Bde. The brigade recently captured over 60,000
pounds of enemy rice in a period of 26 days.

It all began when D Co. 4-31st Inf., discovered 1,500 pounds of grain 20 miles west of Tam Ky.
Throughout the next week, the brigade continued to find more hidden storehouses.

Then came the biggest find of them all.

Early one morning, A Co., 3-21st Inf., began to search a hooch area 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky.
Soon the Division infantrymen were flooded by rice.

Before the day was over the men of A Co., had netted 22,0000 pounds of the unpolished grain.

Over the next three days, 3-21st Inf., found three more tons of rice in nearby areas.

A week later, C Co., 2-1st Inf. operating seven miles west of Tam Ky, discovered over a ton of rice
under a false floor. Not wanting to pass up a good thing, the company continued to search the are for
two more days and came up with 8,000 more pounds.

D Co., from the same battalion, found two more tons as the 26-day period drew to a close.

"The VC have suffered critical food shortages for a long time,"” said CPT William H. Marty (Santa
Cruz, Calif.) PSYOPS Officer, 196th Inf. Bde. "These recent caches have caused them incalculable
problems."

Perhaps more eloguent testimony came from a former NVA who recently rallied to the 196th Bde.
When asked to describe his daily ration of rice, the rallier drew a tiny circle in the palm of his hand.
(196th 10)
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LIAISON IS NOVEL OCCUPATION

LZ WEST-- The concepts of Vietnamization have found rich soil in which to root. The division has
shown immense support behind civil affairs work. A liaison team with the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 4-31st Inf.
volunteered last month to live with the villagers of Son Hoa, who had requested American advisory
support.

Living in the small village tucked beneath a lofty mountain range 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky, the
three Americans say they enjoy this work, a novel occupation for all of them.

"Those men were chosen because they are well qualified in their field,” said LTC Cecil M. Henry
(Rome, Ga.), the battalion commander.

The head of the team, a specialist in fire direction control, is mortarman, SGT John Dugue of San
Antonio.

"I've called in several fire missions for the popular force (PFs)," said SGT Dugue. Local defense is
provided by the Americans supporting popular and regional forces.

Among the people in Son Hoa are many "Hoi Chanhs," ex-VC who are used to trace out enemy
hideouts and pass information of to the liaison team. This operation will broaden soon, with infantry
elements slated to join the Vietnamese in ground operations.

With SGT Dugue is SP4 Fred Martin (Omaha, Neb.), a radio-telephone operator. He schools the
villagers in local defense and the importance of intelligence information.

Medical aid instruction comes from SP5 David L. O'Neil (Earl Park, Ind,). His dispensary is an empty
building restored with the help of the village.

"l want to make sure the word spreads that I'm here to help the sick people," he said. "When | get
supplies, we're going to build a small clinic.”

The people are pleased to have Americans with them.

"We are invited to eat at different homes every day," remarked Spec. Martin." | was surprised to
find that the food is very good."
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Inf-Arty Battalions
Change Unit COs
Recent changes of command of battalions within the Division
brought new names to two brigades and atrtillery units.
3rd Bn., 82nd Arty.
In a recent change of command ceremony, LTC Oscar L. Faulkner (Canyon City, Colo.) replaced
LTC Herbert E. Knight (Oxen Hill, Va.) as commander of the 3/82nd.
LTC Knight, who served with the unit since June, returns to the Division staff as the G-2.
4th Bn., 31st Inf.
LTC Kenneth L. Skaer (Spokane, Wash.) recently assumed commander of the unit from LTC Cecil
M. Henry (Rome, Ga.).
Before coming to Vietnam, LTC Skaer was an instructor at the command and general staff college at
Fort Leavenworth, Kan.
LTC Henry becomes senior advisor for the 5th Regiment, 2nd ARVN Division.
4th Bn., 3rd Inf.
LTC Stanley V. Wielga, former Division, G-1, replaces West Point classmate LTC Robert Fernandez
as commander of the unit. LTC Fernandez becomes DVI Division G-1.
1st Bn., 20th Inf.
The former Division IG, LTC Arthur R. Fischer, replaces LTC
Robert E. Wilson as commander of the unit.
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Division Troops

By MSG H. A. Bonesio

Forty-three of the 54 reenlistees in the Americal Division during a one-week period were in the First
Termer category.

Most of the new careerists reupped for guaranteed assignments or CONUS choice of station.

Division Troops were represented by 1SG Calvin Reis, C Co.,
523rd Sig. Bn: SSG James Wise, B Co., 26th Engr. Bn.; SP5
William Hanley, 635th MID; SP4 Beverly Whitgreave, B Trp., 1-1st
Cav.

Support Command had SP5 George D. Duval, Hgs. & Co. A,
723rd Maint. Bn.; from the 23rd Med. Bn., PSG Roger Woder, C
Co., SSG Herbert Foster and PFC Michael Doolin, Hgs. & Co. A.

Division Atrtillery retains SSG Herherts Seffels, HHB; From 1-
82nd Arty., SSG Raymond Luinis, HHB, SSG John Fleming, C
Btry.; from 3-16th Arty., PFC Marion Faison, C Btry.; from 3-82nd
Arty., PFC Robert Jones, HHB, SP4 Victor Wilkins, C Btry.,; from
3-18th Arty., SSG Gerald Wetherill, HHB.

The 11th Infantry Brigade reenlistees were SP4 Edwin Dunham,
HHC; from 3-1st Inf., SP4 Earl Casper, E Co.; from 4-21st Inf.,

PFC David Berberich, C Co.; from 4-3rd Inf., SSG Alvin Linker,
D Co.

The 196th Infantry Brigade re-upped Michael Wellert,

PFC Dennis Moyers, PFC Wendell Nunley, A Co., PFC Donnie
Shatley, E Co., 4-31st Inf.; from 1-46th Inf., PFC Jon Rhodes, PFC
Walter Walker, PFC Thomas Stoddard A Co., PFC Roger Wooden
and PFC Joseph Booth, B Co.; from 2-1st Inf., SP4 Lee Benton

and SSG James Smith, HHC, SP4 Robert Neuman, PFC John Plate,
PFC Jimmie Turner, SGT Timothy Moore, A Co., SP5 David Taylor,
E Co.; from 3-21st Inf., PFC Richard Antill and SP4 Richard
Christopher, HHC, PFC Alfonza Charles and PFC Brantley Jeffreys,
B Co., PFC Seward Long, D Co.

The 198th Infantry Brigade was represented by PFC Steven
Hosier, A Co., PFC George Morales and SP4 William Lambeth, B
Co., 1-52nd Inf.; from 5-46th Inf., PFC James Fox, C Co., PVT
Donald Nadeu, D Co.; from 1-6th Inf., SP4 Matias Carrasco and
PFC Marco Schiavoni, B Co., SP4 Larry Crabtree and PFC Travis
Sanford, C Co., SP4 Lawrence Alvey and PFC Michael Runnels, E Co.
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Combat In Review
‘Chargers' Uncover
A Weapons Cache;
Aided By Hoi Chanh

LZ HAWK HILL -- Before long, Viet Cong operations in the 196th Bde. may be reduced to using
slingshots and pea shooters. Aided by Hoi Chanh ralliers, the brigade uncovered more than 20
thousand rounds of small arms ammunition as well as 141 mortar, rocket and antitank rounds within a
recent five-day period.

The first discovery was made by Co. B, 3rd Bn., 21st Inf., after a brief skirmish 14 miles northwest of
Tam Ky.

"A Hoi Chanh was leading us to the suspected cache," said PFC Clark Taylor, (Leesburg, Fla.) of
the unit, "When we spotted two NVA ahead."

One enemy was killed and the other wounded and captured. After extracting the wounded enemy to
a nearby base, the company moved on. They did not have far to go.

"The cache was well-concealed along the side of a trail," said Taylor. In addition to 2 thousand
rounds of small arms of ammunition, they found numerous mortar, rocket, and RPG rounds.

The next day, three miles to the west, B Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf. uncovered a second enemy cache in
a tunnel complex.

There, they collected 1,800 small arms rounds, as well as dozens of mortar rounds and fuses.

Three days later, the Bravo Gimlets hit the munitions jackpot again. Once more they were aided by
a Hoi Chanh.

He led a patrol to the base of a hill.

"Then he took us up a narrow path," said SP4 Roy Frugi, (De Quincy, La.). "It was overgrown with
thick brush."

The cache, hidden behind several stone walls, contained 9,700 rifle rounds more than 6,000 rounds
of machine gun ammunition, 42 RPG rounds, and six mortar shells.

"The enemy goes to great lengths to amass stocks off ammunition," said COL James M. Lee,
commanding officer, 196th Brigade, "and with the aid of the ralliers, our units have definitely crippled
his efforts." (196th 10)
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By MSG H. A. Bonesio
Thirty-two of the 38 reenlistees in the Americal Division during a one-week period were First Term
soldiers.
Most of the new careerists chose guaranteed assignments or CONUS choice of station options.
Division Troops was represented by SP5 David Thole, 1-1st Cav.
Support Command had SFC Wallace Andersen and PFC Charles Williams, 23rd Admin. Co.
Division Atrtillery retains MSG Ray Pauley, HHB, SSG Larry
Scott, A Btry., 3-16th Arty.; SP4 Billy Hartsfield, B Btry., 1-14th
Arty.; SP4 Perez Gonzales, G Btry., 55th Arty.
The 16th Combat Aviation Group keeps PFC Roy Withers, HHC,
SFC Jesse Wallis, HHC, 14th Cbt. Avn. Bn.; SGT Leroy Gist, B Co.,
123rd Avn. Bn.; SP5 Joseph Anderson, 335th Trans Co.
The 11th Infantry Brigade reenlistees were SP4 Robert Williams,
HHC; from 3-1st Inf., PFC Hardy Rose, A Co., PFC Milton Avery, E
Co.; from 4-21st Inf., SGT Ronnie Sanders, D Co.
The 196th Infantry Brigade re-upped PFC Galen Fish, F Trp.,
17th Cav.; from 2-1st Inf., SP4 Robert Rendon, PFC Larry
Westphal, PFC Jerry Shields, SGT Thomas Long, SFC Doterto
Aguigui, all from A Co.; SP5 Francisco Rosas-Ramos, HHC, SP4
Ronald Gibson and SP4 William Moon, E Co., 4-31st Inf., from
1-46th Inf., PFC Charlie Strong, A Co., SGT Elmer Perry, B Co.,
PFC Richard Knoble and PVT Ernest Johnson, D Co.
The 198th Infantry Brigade was represented by 1SG Jess Boyd,
HHC, 1-6th Inf., from the same battalion, SP4 Carroll Johnson, A
Co., PFC David Wallace, C Co., SGT William Schroeder, E Co.; from
1-52nd Inf., SGT John Lucas, HHC, SP4 Franklin Creswell, SSG
Joseph Michaud, PFC Daniel Copeland, PFC Ronnie Chaffin, E Co.
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Combat In Review
CHARGERS CLAIM LAUNDRY

LZ WEST - Laundry day recently turned out to be disastrous for a squad of VC.

The enemy were washing their clothes in a river 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky when a unit fromD
Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde. surprised them.

"We were looking for a place cross the river to get back to our day laager, when we spotted 11 VC on
a sandy beach on the opposite side," said SP4 Gary
Drake (Carleton, Mich.).

The Division infantrymen set up a hasty position behind a sand dune. After the initial burst of M-16
rifle and M-60 machinegun fire, five of the enemy lay dead.

"We left a squad to cover while the rest of us swam the river to search them out," SP4 Drake said.

The infantrymen began receiving fire as soon as they reached the opposite bank. After returning fire,
they maneuvered up to the woodline and found four more bodies and two very scared VC with an
empty SKS rifle. (196th Bde. 10)
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Search Finds Brother

By SP4 Carl Ekengren

LZ HAWK HILL 7 From DaNang to Chu Lai to Cam Ranh Bay to Duc Pho, after three months of
travelling and searching SGT Verlyn McCurdy (Garsden, Ala.) finally found his brother.

McCurdy, an Air Force welder stationed in Da Nang with the 20th TASS, received a letter from his
mother informing him that his younger brother Steve had been recently assigned to Vietham.

fiThe | etter was pretty vague andsohbgatgava, a
sergeant.

In his spare time, McCurdy hitched rides on any available transportationdhelicopters, airplanes and
trucks. For weeks his search proved fruitless.

The 22 year old elder finally wrote his mother to re-check on the address. The first address had
been incorrect. Undaunted, McCurdy set out again with a new address in hand.

After three months of tedious effort, the elder McCurdy at last found 18 year old PFC Steve
McCurdy, a Division soldier assigned to C Btry, 3d Bn., 82nd Arty.

What made the reunion more amazing was the fact that PFC McCurdy was working as anRTO for
D Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf. He had been in the field for four months and just come to the rear area. (Div
Arty 10)

genat Abkd
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Hill 165 Is Lonely But Vital

The Soldiers on Siberia Fight Hard & Sure

By SP5 Richard Merritt
LZ SIBERIA i The westernmost firebase in the Division, Landing Zone (LZ) Siberia is a bristling
clump atop Hill 165, 30 miles from the South China Sea and 33 miles east of Laos.
AiYou go O6loco6 if you didnét find something to do, 0
operator. Three model helicopters- a Flying Crane, a Huey UH-1D and a Cobra gunship- swing from
the ceiling beams in his bunker.
Resupply comes in daily if the base is not fisocked in
water every other day.
An enemy sapper unit struck here last September. They assaulted from positions in Ghost Town, a
grassy plateau just west of the base.
Siberia is a special threat to NVA supply routes; it can shell areas four miles farther west than any
other 196th Inf. Bde. gun section.
The firebase was built in February, 1969 by D Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf. Today, elements of the
battalion pull perimeter security around the base.
Most of the artillerymen are old hands. They have done everything required in their 12-hour shifts,
and a little extra.
1LT Weller didnodt oseafithe Bronze Stans for védloe (196th Bda I©4
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Corporal Michael J. Crescenz

Corporal Michael J. Crescenz, US52815198 Company A, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, 196th Infantry
Brigade, Americal Division who displayed great courage when his unit engaged a large and well
entrenched force of NVA regulars in the Republic of Vietham. On Nui Chom at 0815 on 20 November
1968, the enemy opened fire with automatic weapons and machine guns on the advancing platoon
killing their point man with the initial burst of fire and pinning down the lead squad. The advance of
Company A was stopped at this point by a well fortified enemy. At this time Corporal Crescenz who
was relatively safe in the middle of his platoon seized the nearest machine gun and charged up the hill
into the intense enemy fire with complete disregard for his own safety. The enemy was 100 yards
from the American element when Corporal Crescenz moved upward toward the NVA bunkers. He
assaulted the first enemy bunker and succeeded in killing two NVA and then assaulted the second
bunker while dodging a hail of bullets. He entered the second position killing two more NVA.
Courageously Corporal Crescenz still moved forward. Machine gun fire hit all around him as he
resolutely continued up the hill, firing his M-60 machine gun. He succeeded in silencing the third
bunker and killing two more of the enemy. The way was now thought to be clear for the advance of
his fellow soldiers. However, intense enemy machine gun fire opened up from a previously unseen
bunker. Realizing the danger to his comrades, Corporal Crescenz with his machine gun under his
arm advanced on the fourth NVA position. The position poured heavy fire at him but he continued
firing at the enemy. When he was about five meters from this bunker, he was mortally wounded by
the NVA.
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By MSG H.A. Bonesio

Sixty-six soldiers reenlisted in the AMERICAL Division during a two-week period. More than 68
percent of the reenlistees were formerly First Termers.

Division Troops were represented by SP5 James D. Fletcher, 23rd
MP Co.; from the 523rd Sig. Bn., SSG Virgil Bennett, HHC, and SSG
Raymond Burns, A Co.; from the 26th Engr. Bn., MSG David Heidt,
HHC, and SP4 Blanchard Olivis, E Co.

Support Command had PFC Michael Meehan and SSG. James
Young, 23rd Admin. Co.; SP4 Thomas Gilbert, 63rd Inf. Plt. (CT);

SFC James F. Guttierrez, HQ & A Co., 23rd Med. Bn.; SP4 Walter
Chisolm and PFC John Sullivan, HHC, 23rd S & T Bn; PSC Paul
Ikeda, Cbt Ctr.

Division Atrtillery retains PFC Vernon Brown, HHB, 1-14th Arty.;

SSG James Smith, A Btry., 3-82nd Arty.; from 3-16th., SFC Frank
Roulette, Svc. Btry., SSG Isaac Hart, A Btry., SGT Robert Snow, C
Btry.

The 16th Combat Aviation Group keeps SFC Ronnie D. Hodges,
HHC; SSG Richard Lampman, 71st Avn. Co.; SFC Joseph Barnett,
174th Avn. Co.; from the 723rd Maint. Bn., SP6 John J. Hehn and
SSG Peter Farrin, E Co.

The 196th Infantry Brigade re-upped SFC Carl Higginbotham,

HHC; from 4-31st Inf., SGM Antonio Guterrez, HHC, PFC Charles
Wilson, A Co., PFC Steven Chapman, D Co., 1SG Robert

McDermott, E Co.; from 1-46th Inf., PFC Daniel Koch, B Co., SP4

Frank White, PFC Jimmie Davis, PFC Stanley Bradley, PFC Dan

Farmer, all from D Co.; from 2-1st Inf., SP4 Jimmie Ogden,

HHC, SP4 Larry Sidebottom, PFC Michael Shaffer, SP4 Carlos Reed,
PFC Alan Turner, PFC Robert Brady, PFC Barry Mogil, PFC Gerald
Albracht, PFC Eugene Williams, PFC Walter Dembowski, PFC

Joseph Seid, PS4 [SP4] Donald Evans, all form A Company, PFC Larry L.
Laurenzana and PFC Ernest Harris, C Co., SP4 Howard Walter, D Co.



06Mar70-Southern Cross Vol. 3 No. 09 Page 3
District Area Grows

LZ WEST 1 To provide lasting safety for the Vietnamese civilian is today one of the foremost aims of
the allied war effort.

AmericansandVi et namese operating in the ar ea havdtakenhe Di vi si
another step toward this goal.

Hiep Duc District a remote but thriving outpost of pacification 22 miles west of Tam Ky, recently
doubled its area of control

The progress of Hiep Duc, originally a relocation center, has been steady and rapid. One thousand
refugees were move into the area under the security of 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry.

In less than a year the population swelled to 4,000. The district chief, MAJ Soan, and the
commander of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf., at that time LTC Cecil M. Henry (Rome, Ga.), jointly decided to
expand the district south to cover 600 more people.

iThe people there had chosen to I|ive i hichther i nsecur e
ancestors had worked, 6 said 1LT Michael Donohoe (Buf fe
wanted to provide security for these people without te&

Vietnamese Popular Forces moved in to clear the area. When the few remaining guerillas had been
driven out, defenses were set up to guard against their return (196th 10)
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Medals For Valor

Three PFs Earn Awards

LZ WEST - In a recent ceremony at Hiep Duc district, 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky three
Vietnamese PF infantrymen received awards for valor from their Americal Division allies.

The Vietnamese received two Bronze Stars and an Army Commendation Medal with "V" device for
their bravery during the battle of Hiep Duc Valley last August.

During that battle, 196th Inf. Bde. soldiers combined with Vietnamese forces and elements of the 7th
Marine Division to repel massive enemy assaults directed at the district's refugee center.

COL James M. Lee, (Wilmington, N.C.) commanding officer of the 196th Bde. pinned the medals on
the three infantrymen.

The ceremony, held on the district's soccer field, attracted several hundred spectators from nearby
villages.

To open the ceremony, COL Lee reviewed the soldiers. The national anthems of the Republic of
Vietnam and the United States were played by the Division band.

"We are pleased to see the continuing success and growth of the pacification efforts in Hiep Duc. It
is our hope that all the fighting will be over in the near future,” COL Lee said.

LTC Kenneth L. Shaers, (Spokane) commanding officer, 4th Bn., 31st Inf., expressed his battalion's
appreciation for the Vietnamese forces.

The PFs are aided by the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. in providing security for Hiep Duc District.

After the Vietnamese received their decorations, the band began to play as the spectators moved in
to congratulate the soldiers (196th Bde. I10)
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Cooperation

Established

By Council

LZ WEST - "An air of cooperation was established at the very beginning," said 1LT Michael
Donohoe (Buffalo, N.Y.) civil affairs officer at the 4th Bn., 31st Inf., 196th Bde.

"Both sides had problems to solve and suggestions to offer," he said.

He expressed the mood of Hiep Duc District's first bi-weekly friendship council, held 22 miles
northwest of Tam Ky Hiep Duc's recently elected public officials met with civil affairs workers from the
196th Bde. to discuss mutual problems and solutions.

The friendship council is the latest episode in the district's turbulent recent history. Overrun by the
Communists in 1965, Hiep Duc was reclaimed by the Allies in February of 1969. During August of the
same year, 196th Bde. soldiers combined with ARVN and 7th Marine Div. forces to repel an NVA
offensive directed at the district. Hiep Duc remained untouched in spite of the enemy push to overrun
the pacification program showcase, while 1,000 NVA and VC lost their lives.

Two months later government officials were elected for the first time in four years. After training in
Vung Tau and Tam Ky, the officials returned to work for the district, and to set up the first council
meeting at a Popular Forces outpost overlooking the village.

"The people are very anxious to build a school in the district.” said 1LT Donohoe. "We explained
how to go about doing it and how to requisition materials.” (196th Bde. 10)
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Combat In Review

Grenade Sparks

Soldiers' Search

LZ WEST - "l was just sitting in the shade trying to cool off, when | spotted a Chicom grenade in a
small gully below me," said SGT Andy Rowell (Birmingham, Ala.). The infantryman was describing
how A Co., of the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 4th Bn., 31st Inf. happened on a 1,000 pound rice cache.

Before the day was over, the Division soldiers confiscated 2,000 more pounds of rice and captured
two weapons while killing one NVA and detaining another.

The company was operating near hilly An Son Village, northwest of Tam Ky. When the men of A
Co. searched the area around the grenade, they found in addition to the 1,000 pounds of rice, 250
rounds of AK-47 rifle ammao.

"l sent a squad to look for a place to set up an observation position further up the gully," said CPT
John Wilson (Carterville, Ga.). "They found another, 2,000 pounds of rice up there."

The company set up a night defensive position overlooking the area. "It had just gotten dark, when
we saw three of them coming up the trail,” said SP4 Jim Logue (Clayton, N.J.). "When they were in
the killing zone, we opened up with the machinegun."

The infantrymen checked the area and found the body of one NVA soldier and an AK-50 rifle.
Following a blood trail, they came across a wounded NVA and an AK-47 rifle. (196th Bde.)
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196th liaison team makes Son Hoa a happier village
By SP5 Richard Merritt

LZ WEST (196th INF BDE 10) - The sun glares down on Son Hoa as Viethamese pause in shady
patches along the dusty street to shift their loads of bamboo stalks and mop the sweat from their eyes.

Sergeant John Duque, San Antonio, stands in front of his mud hut near the village gate.

"I've always wanted to do something like this, ever since | came in-country.” he muses. "Now that
I'm here, I'm running like a chicken with my head cut off. We are getting 400 refugees in during the
next few weeks and it is all I can do to get metal roofing."

Life never was this helter-skelter for him back on LZ West, base for the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry of
the 196th Brigade. Until mid-December he was a mortar platoon sergeant there. Sergeant Duque
learned that the battalion commander was looking for volunteers for a liaison team to live in Son Hoa,
a village four miles north of the fire support base. Son Hoa is tucked beneath Hill 441, a Viet Cong
beehive.

"The villagers were constantly being raided by the VC." explained Sergeant Duque. "They needed
security and a lot more help than they were getting."

Sergeant Frederick Martin, Omaha and Specialist 4 Raymond Carter, Denver, stepped forward with
him. Sergeant Martin had spent 11 months as a rifleman; Specialist Carter, a medic, was new in
country when he volunteered for Son Hoa.

All three men are proud of the community. Line companies stopping over in Son Hoa make an
immaculate police call when they leave; Sergeant Duque demands it.

The team's services have helped to make Son Hoa a healthier, safer more prosperous settlement.
When the soldiers first arrived, the villagers could hardly support themselves. There were no trained
troops in the village and enemy rice raids were common.

"The villagers were ready to pack up and leave.” said Sergeant Duque. "They would have given up
in another month."

The Americans set up a quick support schedule. First, they arranged for a MEDCAP team to visit
Son Hoa each day. They became friends with the village chief and won his support for their mission.

Building materials -- wood, roofing and wire - were flown in by helicopter to provide homes for the
families who had [come] from the foothills sloping down to Hill 441 to the village. After a month
physical improvements could be seen and Sergeant Duque began to build up an intelligence system
that eventually cut VC infiltration to zero.

"Now we are receiving people form other areas.” said Sergeant Martin. "The largest number ever
will be arriving next month."

Angry Viet Cong tried to nip the development of Son Hoa recently. Hit from three sides the Popular
Forces soldiers huddled in foxholes as enemy rounds slashed the banana grove in the village center.

"Artillery saved us." recalled Sergeant Duque. "Most of the villagers had dug holes to crawl into
when rounds came in so everything left in the open was VC. We sent them back up the hill and they
have not been back since."

If they ever do come back it may be to rally to the Government of Viethnam. More and more ralliers
have been received at the building where the liaison team lives.
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Hiep Duc builds school

LZ WEST (196th INF BDE IO) - Another step towards making Hiep Duc District a thriving community
has been taken. At this remote outpost of pacification 22 miles west of Tam Ky, seven school houses
were recently completed.

Vietnamese district leaders expressed a desire for schoolhouses at the first meeting of the
friendship council with civil affairs workers from the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry.

Because delays were expected in getting needed materials through province channels, the district
chief decided to begin construction immediately using the materials at hand.

One three room and six one room schoolhouses were built. Desks and seats were fashioned from
empty ammunition boxes donated by the civil affairs team of the battalion. School kits provided by
CARE are expected to be used in the classrooms.

"Six teachers approved by the province officials will be instructing the classes."” said 1st Lieutenant
Michael Donohoe, Buffalo, N.Y. In addition, the MEDCAP team from the battalion will give lessons on
sanitation and personal hygiene."
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Two companies on
operation kill 27 VC

By SP4 Gerald Lamb

LZ WEST (196th INF BDE IO) -- In a recent operation 21 miles west of Tam Ky, two companies of
"Chargers" killed 27 Viet Cong in six days of fighting.

The operation, which took place on rugged 441 was touched off by sporadic shots from enemy
shipers. Delta Company, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry was situated on a ridgeline when they came
under fire.

Bravo Company was inserted by helicopter at the western side of the hill. The air was filled with the
whir of rotor blades as wave after wave of Huey slicks set down on the forest floor. Company B was
deployed as a blocking force and Company D began to advance up the hill. Delta brought down the
first VC of the operation with M-16 fire.

As the men of Bravo began to establish a night laager, they observed 20 VC on a knoll ahead of
them. Machine gun fire netted five enemy dead.

Then Delta spotted four VC. The infantrymen opened up with M-16 and M-79 fire and another VC
lay dead in the bush.

The following afternoon Company B killed one VC who was moving toward a woodline. Just before
dark, sweeps by several units of the company produced four more enemy Kills.

During the night, Delta detected movement around their laager.

"l had just come on guard when | saw four VC about 125 yards from my position." said Specialist 4
Gary Drake, Carleton, Mich. The men opened up killing two of the VC.

The next day started quietly; both companies met little resistance as they converged toward the
crest of Hill 441. However, the action became heavier as the day wore on.

Company B spotted three VC and opened up on them. One fell dead while the other two scurried
into the bush. A few minutes later Delta scored a kill and then observed three more VC. M60
machine gun fire brought down two more enemy.

The following day Company D set up a defensive position in their previous night laager - after they
disposed of one VC who moved into the area.

In the afternoon, Bravo killed one VC and found the body of another which was killed by artillery fire.

The next day the company engaged five more VC killing three of them. Artillery was called in
resulting in one more enemy killed.
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Americal Division's  (Americal Crest)
28th Anniversary

In 1942 a task force was formed to defend the island of New Caledonia. The organization,
designated Task Force 6814, was under the command of Brigadier General Alexander M. Patch.

The troops trained on board ship and continued their training after their arrival at Nuoma Noumea,
New Caledonia on March 12, 1942.

On May 27, 1942 the task force was reconstituted and organized as the AMERICAL DIVISION. The
name of the new Division was derived from combining "American Forces In New Caledonia." The
newly-designated division adopted a shoulder patch of four white stars on a blue field. The stars are
in the form of the Southern Cross indicating organization of the Division south of the equator.

The division continued training until the 164th Infantry Regiment went into action on Guadalcanal on
October 13, 1942. Americal was the first Army unit to conduct an offensive operation against any
enemy in any theater during World War 1.

The Americal soldier of World War 1l fought just as courageously and effectively against the enemy
as the Americal soldier of today. The forbears of today's soldier earned credit for participating in the
following campaigns:

Guadalcanal

Northern Solomons

Southern Philippines With Arrowhead
Leyte.

Their decorations include:
Presidential Unit Citation Streamer embroidered Guadalcanal
Philippine Presidential Unit Citation Streamer embroidered October 17,
1944 to July 4, 1945
Distinguished Unit Citation to Company E, 182nd Infantry Regiment,
March 10 to March 11, 1944.

The tradition of the Division won during World War 1l has been carried on today in the Republic of
Vietnam.

In February, 1967 General William C. Westmoreland, then Commanding General Military Advisory
Command Vietnam, formed a planning group to organize an Army task force to send to the troubled |
Corps of South Vietnam.

Led by Major General William B. Rosson (later Lieutenant General) it become operational on April
20, 1967 under the control of Il Marine Amphibious Force (Il MAF). The main elements of the task
force and their area of operations were: 196th Light Infantry Brigade operating near Chu Lai, the 101st
Airborne Division and the 3rd Brigade of the 25th Infantry Division. The 101st arrived at Duc Pho and
began operations in the jungles west of there. The 3rd Brigade conducted search and clear
operations in the jungles west of there. The 3rd Brigade conducted search and clear operations in
southern Quang Ngai Province.

Operation Wheeler was launched against elements of the 2nd NVA Division in the area northwest of
Chu Lai. The starting date for the Allied offensive was September 11, (continued on page 4-5)
(continued from page 1) 1967. On September 22, Brigadier General Samuel W. Koster assumed
command of the task force succeeding Major General Richard T. Knowles.

A rapid chain of events was to follow culminating in the Americal Division's colors being unfurled on
Vietnamese soil. First the task force was reconstituted and redesignated as the Americal Division
consisting of the 196th, 198th and the 11th Light Infantry Brigades.

On October 22, the 198th Light Infantry Brigade arrived in Vietnam to become part of the Division.
The 198th deployed initially to Duc Pho for complete combat training. Upon completion of the training,
the 198th moved to the Chu Lai area and relieved the 196th Brigade in place. The 196th then
assumed the responsibility for the operational area of the 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne; the Brigade [1st
Bde, 101st Abn] departed and moved to the Il Corps Tactical Zone.

(Continued)
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Americal Division's  (Americal Crest)
28th Anniversary

An official change of colors ceremony was held on October 26, and the Americal Division became
the seventh Army Division striking blows for freedom in Vietham. On the same day Brigadier General
Koster was promoted to Major General and named as the Commander of the Division.

The 11th Light Infantry Brigade arrived in Vietham on December 20, 1967. Upon completing their
training at Duc Pho, the 11th Brigade "Jungle Warriors" took over Operation Muscatine from the 198th
and units of the 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry Division.

Operation Wheeler/Wallowa, a combination of two former operations, became the responsibility of
the 196th Infantry Brigade and the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry. The 1st Cav unit had been operating in
the general area since September 1967 and officially became part of the Division on January 10,
1968. The 198th Infantry Brigade remained responsible for securing the area around Chu Lai.

Task Force Miracle was formed in February during the enemy's Tet 1968 offensive. The city of Da
Nang was threatened by 60th Main Force Viet Cong Battalion; the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry and 2nd
Battalion, 1st Infantry were sent to the city to save it and the Marines. After four days of fierce fighting
the threat was obliterated and the task force deactivated. From January 25 to February 15 the il
starred enemy lost 1,407 men.

Operation Norfolk Victory was launched by elements of the 11th Brigade on April 8, 1968 in the
mountainous terrain southwest of Quang Ngai City. By its conclusion a major enemy base of
operation had been destroyed, an enemy weapons cache containing 126 individual and crew served
weapons was captured, munitions destroyed and 45 Viet Cong killed.

On the same day Operation Norfolk Victory started, the 39th Engineer Battalion and units of the
198th embarked on Operation Burlington Trail. Their mission was to open a road from Tam Ky to Tien
Phuoc, a Special Forces outpost and district headquarters.

The Americal Division has the largest area of operations of any unit in Vietnam. In April the 198th
was sent to the northern portion of Quang Tri and participated in the fighting near the DMZ. At this
time the brigade was under the operational control of the 3rd Marine Division; upon completion of that
mission one company was rushed to the aid of the besieged Special Forces camp at Kham Duc.
Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 46 Infantry was the unit and they were instrumental in the successful
extraction of the personnel at the camp.

On May 24, 1968 General Koster was appointed by President Johnson to be the new
Superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y.

On June 23, Major General Charles M. Gettys assumed the command of the Division following
interim commander Brigadier George H. Young, Jr.

After a midsummer Iull activity picked up when the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry teamed up with the
elements of the 11th and 196th Brigades to engage regulars of the 2nd NVA Division about five miles
west of Tam Ky. During the three day battle, August 24-27, 548 NVA gave their lives to the
Communist cause.

Action again flared when the 2nd ARVN Division and the 11th Brigade forces [?joined forces?] to
spoil an enemy attack on Quang Ngai City. The allied forces accounted for 422 enemy killed and 93
small arms captured.

In September Operation Champaign Grove successfully relieved pressure on the Ha Thanh CIDG
camp. During the operation, the 11th Brigade, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry and 2nd ARVN Division
soldiers killed 323 NVA.

Late in the month in Operation Burlington Trail, units of the 1st Cav. F Troop, 8th Cavalry and the4th
Battalion 21st Infantry joined forces to kill 92 NVA on September 24 and 300 more on the September
25 and 26.

(Continued)



In November the two longest running Americal Operations, (continued on page 8) (continued from
page 4-5) Wheeler/Wallowa and Burlington Trail, were completed. The former, which was primarily
conducted by the 196th Infantry Brigade, accounted for 10,020 enemy dead and 2,053 captured
weapons during its one year existence. Operation Burlington Trail accounted for 1,948 enemy and
545 weapons captured.

One of the largest operations conducted in Vietham to date is the Americal Operation Russell
Beach. It was initiated January 13, 1969 on the Batangan Peninsula eight miles northeast of Quang
Ngai City. The operation was a massive effort to win the hearts and minds of the Vietnamese by
moving all civilians from the peninsula and isolating the VC units and members of the Viet Cong
Infrastructure.

The combat phase of Russell Beach ended February 9 and accounted for 210 VC KIA, 15 1/2 bns
of salt, two tons of corn, 13 tons of rice, 59 individual weapons and six crew served weapons.
Twenty-three sampans were destroyed as they tried to evade Navy Swift Boats off the Batangan
Peninsula.

On March 18 Operation Frederick Hill was initiated in the northern sector of the Division's area by
the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry and the 196th Infantry Brigade. The 5th ARVN Regiment also
participated. Operation Geneva Park was started in the central area of the Division's region with the
"Brave and Bold" of the 198th Infantry Brigade. The 6th ARVN Regiment assisted. The Jungle
Warriors of the 11th Brigade handled the southern regions with their operations, Operation Iron
Mountain. The 4th ARVN Regiment participated too.

These three operations are the main ones that the Division is operating under today.

On June 1, 1969, Major General Lloyd B. Ramsey, former Deputy Commanding General of the 1st
Logistical Command, assumed command of the Division replacing General Gettys.

On July 21, the division concluded Operation Russell Beach on the Batangan Peninsula. The
massive pacification effort was concluded with the resettlement of more than 12,000 refugees on the
peninsula after it had been cleared of enemy bunkers and sanctuaries. The overall pacification effort
continued as a massive drive to upgrade the small hamlets and villages north of Quang Ngai City was
initiated.

As the effort increased, intensive Communist pressures were beginning to be felt in the Que Son
and Hiep Duc valleys 30 miles south of Da Nang. The Hiep Duc Refugee Center and two Americal
fire support bases, LZ Center and LZ West, were believed to be the prime targets for the 2nd NVA
Division. IN early August elements of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry beat off a ground attack at LZ
West killing 59 enemy soldiers.

August 18 196th Brigade infantrymen began a battle which killed more than 312 NVA soldiers in 72
hours of fighting in the blistering heat on the Que Son Valley floor. Three days later 103 more enemy
were Killed by artillery and air strikes as the battle of the Hiep Duc and Que Son valleys erupted. Their
enemy was the well-entrenched 2nd NVA Division's 1st Regiment.

The fighting calmed as quickly as it erupted and as elements of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry and
the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry swept the valley floor in the closing days of August, little resistance was
met.

During the two weeks of August fighting, Americal and Marines killed nearly 1,000 NVA soldiers.

Throughout the year the Division practiced a vigorous rice denial program to frustrate the enemy's
CookKs.

On March 17, 1970 the command and control UH-1 of Major General Lloyd B. Ramsey suffered
mechanical failure and crashed in very thick jungle seven miles west of Chu Lai. [Historian Note: The
accident report did not conclude that any mechanical failure was a contributing factor.] Immediately
Army and Air Force rescue units sprang into action to rescue the General and members of the crew
and staff. A company sized element of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry was inserted to within two miles
of the crash site Tuesday but it no[t] until Wednesday morning that visual contact was made with the
fallen craft. The survivors were medevaced by helicopters of the Air Force's 37th Air Rescue
Detachment to Chu Lai.

Because of injuries, General Ramsey was hospitalized and Major General A.E. Milloy of the Big Red
One became the next Commander of the Division. General Milloy assumed command of the Americal
on March 22.

(Continued)
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Americal Division's  (Americal Crest)
28th Anniversary

Today the Americal Division is the largest Army division in the world; it is fighting in the largest
tactical combat zone, it is fighting under a variety of conditions ranging from delta swamps to coastal
sand dunes to dense jungle valleys and from dry season dust storms to drenching mud making
monsoon rains. It is fighting and winning today in Vietham as the Americal soldier did from
Guadalcanal to Yokohama, Japan in World War Il. Americal Division, the division that America calls
upon only in time of war.

Graphic Art from continuation of story on page 8.

1) Soldier crossing a river holding his M-16 over his head as the water
level reaches his chest.

2) Soldier signals his unit with an outstretched fist.

3) Soldier in vegetation wearing a steel helmet sights his M-16 in the prone
position.
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Div. Recap: 5-46th nets 43 rockets

During the first week of May Americal Division soldiers accounted for 120 enemy killed in the
Southern | Corps. Highlight of the week was the capture of 43 122mm rockets intended for use
against Chu Lai.

Geneva Park

An element of B Company, 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry opened up on five VC at close range with
small arms fire on a dusk patrol 15 miles northwest of Quang Ngai. The infantrymen swept the area
and found one dead VC and detained another. They found a pistol and a small quantity of
ammunition and miscellaneous items.

In another incident Echo Recon, 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. killed two VC ten miles northwest of Quang Ngai
in the same area where they had killed five VC a month earlier. The soldiers observed and engaged
two enemy soldiers, kiling one immediately. The second VC attempted to evade into a nearby
woodline but was killed by an alert rifleman of the advancing column.

Responding to an early morning attack of Chu Lai the men of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry
captured 43 122mm rockets five miles southwest of Chu Lai.

After the dawn attack a platoon combat assaulted into the launch site where helicopters had
observed at least 20 rocket positions.

In two other incidents, the men of the 198th, killed three VC and captured two weapons. In the first
incident, an element of A Company, 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry received 10 to 15 rounds of fire from
VC in action 15 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

The company returned fire and killed two of the VC. An AK-47, a carbine and five CHICOM hand
grenades were found with the bodies.

A recon element of 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry observed a lone NVA six miles southwest of Chu Lai.
After a gunship run over the area, the infantrymen found the bodies of an NVA and a VC. A rocket
sighting device was also found near the area.

The recon platoon of 1st Bn., (continued on page 6) (continued from page 1) 52nd Inf. observed and
engaged one VC 12 miles northwest of Quang Ngai and wounded him with small arms fire. They also
captured the wounded man's SKS and a small quantity of ammo. The platoon then called a Medevac
and sent the wounded VC to Chu Lai for medical treatment.

Iron Mountain

Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry killed one VC in the lowlands four miles northwest of
Duc Pho. Another VC rallied to the unit.

Bravo Company, 1st Bn., 20th Inf. killed one VC in the lowlands four miles north of Duc Pho. An Ak
54 pistol was confiscated. Delta Company, 4th Battalion 21st Infantry killed one VC in the lowlands
four miles north of Duc Pho.

Charlie Company, 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry discovered a 60mm mortar tube and four B-40 rockets
in the mountains 18 miles northwest of Duc Pho. Charlie Company, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry found
one NVA which Primo Aviation had killed the previous day.

The recon element of the 1st Bn., 20th Inf. killed one VC in the lowlands 14 miles north of Duc Pho.
Bravo Company, 4th Bn., 21st Inf. uncovered an AK-47 rifle in the lowlands three miles south of Duc
Pho. Four miles north of Duc Pho, B Co., 1st Bn., 20th Inf. detained 28 suspects.

B Co., 1st Bn., 20th Inf., engaged one VC and killed in the lowlands three miles north of Duc Pho.
One carbine and two hand grenades were confiscated.

Frederick Hill

Ninety NVA/VC were killed by the 2nd ARVN Division supported by an aero-scout company of the
Americal Division 123rd Aviation Battalion.

After fighting for two days, the ARVN unit reclaimed the village of Hiep Duc from the NVA, killing 44
of the enemy according to the ARVN report. Approximately 15 percent of the village had been
destroyed by fire and several civilians had been killed by the enemy.

The American aero-scout company supporting the ARVN attack accounted for 46 enemy kills. The
aero scouts also silenced two crew-served weapons and recoilless rifle positions.

There had been 42 of the enemy killed during the previous day's activity.

(Continued)
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Clearing an area struck hard by division gunships Co. Co.,[sic] 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry found
three NVA killed by F Troop, 8th Cavalry, Blue Ghost gunships. Later they found two more NVA
loaded with ordnance also accredited to F Troop gunships. The finds were made 23 miles west of
Tam Ky. On the bodies were 150 rounds of machinegun ammunition and 35 CHICOM grenades.

Combined operations of A Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry and a Popular Forces platoon
brought down six VC and captured two AK-47s seven miles northwest of Tam Ky. A Co. swept the
area as the PFs set up a blocking force 400 meters away.

Action continued 18 miles southwest of Tam Ky as soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry killed
three VC in two separate incidents. The recon platoon while approaching a suspected VC command
post, engaged four VC resulting in one enemy killed, while the others successfully evaded. A search
of the area revealed 35 pounds of rice and 30 pounds of potatoes.

In other action, elements of the 1st platoon, C Co., 1st Battalion 46th Infantry, while conducting a
saturation patrol surprised two VC near a shelter nestled in thick underbrush.

One VC darted out and was dropped immediately by weapons fire. The first squad then surrounded
the shelter. Several members of the squad heard movement from an opening of the tunnel. They
threw a grenade inside and killed the hiding communist.

Elements of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. while searching an area near Hiep Duc, 22 miles northwest of Tam
Ky, found the bodies of seven NVA killed by an earlier artillery-strike.

An infantry company, while in their night defensive positions two miles northwest of Tam Ky,
observed a lone enemy moving in the brush near their perimeter. M-60 fire brought the enemy down
and soldiers later retrieved the AK-47 he was carrying.

Units on patrol in the bushy hills near Hiep Duc discovered the bodies of three more NVA killed by
an air strike in earlier fighting.

The 1st Bn., 46 Inf., while on a search and clear mission 20 miles southwest of Tam Ky, located a
concealed enemy hootch area. In one of the shelters an alert "professional” located a new SKS rifle.

C Battery, 3rd Battalion, 82nd Atrtillery slammed artillery into an enemy mortar position near LZ
Siberia, 25 miles west of Tam Ky. Four NVA were killed and the mortar setup was destroyed.

Eight miles southwest of Tam Ky, B Co., 1st Bn., 46th Inf., found four VC graves that were about
three months old. The kills were attributed to Bravo Battery, 3rd Battalion, 16th Artillery.

The recon element of 1st Bn., 46th Inf. with the aid of a Kit Carson Scout, surrounded a group of
hootches and brought six suspects under government control.

Hearing movement outside their night defensive position, 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky, alert 4th
Battalion, 31st Infantry blew their claymores and opened up with small arms fire.

A check of the area in the morning found the bodies of two NVA, a partially constructed litter, and
numerous blood trails.

Men of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf., moved in to check an area they had been in contact in the day before.
The company had taken small arms fire and was aided by firebird gunships from the 71st Aviation
Company in repelling an attack near Hiep Duc, 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky.
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Medic saves Viet Child

By SP4 Gerald Lamb

LZ HAWK HILL (196th INF BDE I0) - A small Vietnamese girl injured in a motorcycle accident owes
her life to a "Charger" medic.

Specialist Ramon Carter, Golden, Colo., is a medic with the liaison team from the 4th Battalion, 31st
Infantry who "lives-in" with the villagers of Son Hoa in the Que Son District 22 miles northwest of Tam
Ky.

Nguyen Thi Thu was playing in the dusty road in front of her home when a motorcydist lost control
and ran into her.

Specialist Carter was hurriedly summoned to the scene by worried neighbors.

"She was in pretty bad shape when | got to her," explained Specialist Carter. "There was a crowd
standing around consoling the parents who thought she was already dead. | took a look at her and
she was still breathing. | stopped the bleeding and bandaged her as best | could until a MEDEVAC
chopper came in."

Little Nguyen is back home now with her family in Son Hoa. She is recuperating from her ordeal
under the watchful eye and attention of her new friend - the medic.
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Division Recap: Americal troops kill 260 enemy

By SP4 J. B. Majerus

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) -- In a week of activitythrou ghout t he Divisionbés AO,
260 enemy kills in early May.

Frederick Hill

One troop of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry while making a sweep in the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry's AO, 11
miles north west of Tam Ky found two VC who had been killed several days earlier. An RPG launcher was also
found near the site.

On a reconnaissance-in-force operation, Alpha Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry was working ten miles
northwest of Tam Ky and found a sleeping VC in the bushes alongside the trail. Thinking the recon soldiers were
a group of Prince Charmings, the sleeping VC woke and attempted to evade them. The results were one VC KIA
and one captured SKS rifle.

In a previous operation, the 2nd of the 1st spotted and killed one VC as he moved through dense vegetation.

A Popular Forces platoon sighted 15 VC eight miles northwest of Tam Ky and called on the Echo Platoon
mortars of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry. The mortarmen dropped a few rounds of HE down the tube andthe PF
troops reported one VC KIA and two more who were wounded and managed to escape.

On a remote hillside 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky, the Recon element of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry,
"Gimlets", killed a lone VC as he came out of hiding. In another action, the Recon soldiers encountered five VC.
Reacting quickly the Gimlets opened fire, killing four immediately and wounding a fifth. They also confiscated an
AK-47.

Bravo Company was in an night position 12 miles northwest of Tam Ky. In the quiet hours shortly after midnight
they engaged and killed one VC.

Charlie Company teamed up with a Marine chopper crew and bagged six VC. The company was operating 14
miles northwest of Tam Ky when they came under small arms fire. Pinpointing the position, the men maneuvered
to engaged the enemy at closer ranges. At about 30 yards they were pelted with CHICOM grenades.

The Marine gunship was in the vicinity and by following instructions, which the Army men kept simple, it rolled in
on the enemy with rocket fire. Charlie then swept the area and found six dead VC and three AK-47 rifles.

The 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry was working the heavily vegetated hills 18 miles northwest of Tam Ky when they
engaged an estimated squad of VC. After a shortlived firefight the "Professionals” picked up one AK-47 rifle.

The "Professionals" Delta Company engaged five VC in a grass clearing 14 miles southwest of Tam Ky. they
routed the enemy and followed a blood trail which led to a dead VC.

The Recon platoon, while in their night defensive position, heard voices and movement only 35 to 45 yards from
their position. the infantrymen quickly and stealth[illy sprang to their fighting positions and by using their rifles and
Claymores killed three NVA.

In a later operation the Professionals' Recon found a row of practice targets indicating that there were enemy
soldiers in the area. The targets were the bullseye type, almost new, and the bullets that had been fired were way
off center.

Minutes later, the soldiers saw nine NVA in the fading afternoon light. They slowed their approach and opened
fire on the enemy. At least 25 figures rose from hiding and scrambled away. Moving in, the troops found nine
NVA dead. Also taken in the action were two AK-47s, six NVA pistol belts, eight CHICOM grenades and a
transistor radio. The action took place eight miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Infantrymen of the 4th Battalion's 31st Infantry, while searching a suspected enemy area 22 miles northwest of
Tam Ky observed a lone VC evading from a hooch. M-16 fire quickly brought the enemy down.

Another element of the battalion killed two NVA outside their night laager position near Hiep Duc, 22 miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

Alpha Company came under mortar and small arms fire while in their day laager near a river 23 miles northwest
of Tam Ky. Returning fire with a M-60 machinegun, the infantrymen killed three of the NVA. Later Alpha
Company accounted for one enemy killed and the weapon captured while in their night defensive position. The
company was hit with a heavy volume of mortar and small arms fire. Again they quickly responded and the "Polar
Bears" killed one of the NVA attackers.

Later in the day, they were sweeping an area near Hiep Duc, 23 miles northwest o Tam Ky (continued on page
6) Recap: cache found (continued from page 1) when the company engaged a lone VC moving toward the
woodline.

"He got away but we got his AK-47 and pack," said Specialist 4 James Logue, Clayton, N.J.

While searching a hooch area, Delta Company located some enemy ammunition hidden in a hut. They found
14 82mm mortar rounds. Civilians in the area said that there had been three mortar tubes set up at that location.

While searching another hooch area in the same general location, the Polar Bears found three to five thousand
pounds of rice hidden in five different caches.

Charlie Company discovered a bunker complex containing four 82mm mortar rounds, one RPG round, three
cases of shotgun shells and one box of .51 caliber rounds. Also in the area were bodies of three NVA killed by air
strikes.

(Continued)
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In a lightening plunge F Troop, 17th Cavalry chased an NVA mortar squad in a running exchange of gunfire
killing 14 of the enemy and detaining four.

Captain Roscoe Cartwright, Cincinatti, Ohio, F Troop Commander, received the order to move the cavalry from
LZ Hawk Hill to a swamp near the coast, about five miles north of Tam Ky. "We noved 16 miles in barely over an
hour," said Captain Cartwright. Their objective was only a mile from the ocean near the VC infested Barrier
Island.

When the tracks rumbled in, they were immediately hit by RPG and small arms fire. They smashed back;
forcing the enemy into cover. Turning south they made another sweep. The men found 14 dead NVA and
detained four suspects before they could escape. Confiscated weapons included nine AK-47s with 300 rounds of
ammo, a 9mm Soviet made pistol, 5 packs and 25 CHICOM grenades.

F Troop, 17th Cavalry, working under the operational control of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry killed four VC and
detained six more and one NVA while working 15 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Iron Mountain

The heaviest action in the 11th Infantry Brigade took place in the mountains overlooking the Song Ve River as
"Primo" aviation engaged and killed nine NVA.

The Primo choppers and the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry teamed up to kill three VC and one NVA in the foothills
seven miles south of Duc Pho. The Recon element also netted three VC detainees, three carbines and two
automatic rifles.

Delta Company of the 4th Battalion accounted for one VC KIA and the capture of his weapon.

Alpha Company killed two NVA and captured their AKs, 20 60mm mortar rounds and one 60mm base plate.
The action took place in the lowlands five miles south of Duc Pho.

The "Shark" gunships of the 174th Aviation Company teamed up with D Battery, 6th Battalion, 11th Attillery to
kill four VC.

Delta Battery also responded to a call from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry who had spotted 12 VC and an
estimated company of NVA in the lowlands 22 miles northeast of Duc Pho. Artillery stopped five of the NVA and
two VC dead in their tracks.

Alpha Company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry killed one NVA who walked into their position. One 9mm pistol
was confiscated in the action 18 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

In the only defensive action in the Americal AO, elements of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry defending Fire
Support Base 4-11 smashed two six man VC sapper squads involved in an early morning attack on the hill. Of
the 12 sappers, ten were killed, one wounded and one detained.

Alerted by a trip flare, set off by a sapper sneaking inside the perimeter, the men killed five and wounded one of
the sappers who attacked at 12:30 a.m.

Two hours later, five sappers were killed and one detained when they attacked from the northwest. Confiscated
were six satchel charges, two AK-47's, one AK-50 and three RPG launchers with ten rounds.

Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry accounted for one VC dead. Later Bravo killed four VC and had
one rally in action that took place in the foothills three miles north of Duc Pho.

Firing from FSB 4-11, the 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery reached out and killed 22 NVA who were seen moving the
foothills 22 miles northeast of Duc Pho.

"Warlords" of the 123rd Aviation Battalion accounted for two NVA killed and three civilians detained in the
mountains northwest of Duc Pho.

Other units of the 11t h Infantry Brigade killed a total of 22 enemy in scattered action throughout their AO.

Geneva Park

In the 198th Infantry Brigade's area, a gunship from the Delta Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry saw one VC
coming out of a tunnel. The pilot engaged the fleeing enemy and then called for Echo Recon of the 5th Battalion,
46th Infantry to sweep the area.

As they approached the area the infantry were greeted with a barrage of small arms fire and a brief but violent
conflict ensued.

When the recon element swept the area they found three dead VC and a cache. Itincluded an AK-47, four B-40
rockets, one RPG launcher, eight CHICOM grenades, 50 small arms rounds, three pistol belts and 400 pounds of
rice.

A "mad minute" by Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry produced a blood trail, one AK with several
rounds and one sandal.

In other action ten miles south of Chu Lai, A "Sabre" [?Sabres were D Troop 1st/1st Cav) pilot fromF Troop, 8th
Cavalry [?BlueGhosts were F Troop] sighted one VC hiding a heavily vegetated area. The pilot engaged and
killed him.

A gunship of Delta Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry supporting Bravo Company of the 3rd Battalion, 46th
Infantry [?there was no 3/46th] with the Americal?] observed a tunnel and fired several rockets. A search of the
area revealed one dead VC and scattered pieces of a new uniform.
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VC 'navy' attacked

By SP4 Gerald Lamb

LZ WEST (196th INF BDE 10) - A platoon from Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry
accounted for 11 Viet Cong in two incidents.

The action began when the platoon came across three sampans floating lazily besides a river bank.
The men were searching for Viet Cong hideouts along the Song Thu Ben River 25 miles northwest of
Tam Ky.

"There were several hooches in the area near the sampans,” said Specialist 4 Jackie Brown, Old
Hickory, Tenn. "We decided to watch and see what happened."

The "Charger" infantrymen moved into the area under the cover of darkness and set up a position.

"Just before dawn we saw ten VC coming out of the hooches toward the river," explained Specialist
Brown.

Opening up with M-60 machine gun and M-16 rifle fire, the Chargers killed seven on [of?] the
surprised VC. Two packs containing food and clothing were confiscated.

Later in the morning, as the platoon was moving to join up with the rest of the company, they came
across a second group of enemy.

"We were in a wooded area," said Private First Class Ken Hoksbergen from Tracey, lowa. "The
point element was getting ready to cross a rice paddy when they spotted nine VC coming toward us."

The men quickly moved into position along the woodline and opened fire leaving four VC dead.
Four packs containing clothing and personal items were confiscated.
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Division Recap
Late May costs enemy 207

By SP4 Dennis Selby

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) - As May came to a close, Americal soldiers closed the door on 207 enemy
soldiers. Action was highest in the 196th Infantry Brigade as the "Chargers" killed over 100 enemy soldiers in
scattered action. The 198th Infantry Brigade discovered a base camp and supply cache which cost the enemy
valuable foodstuffs and medical supplies. "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Infantry Brigade captured 20 60mm
mortar rounds when they overpowered two NVA.

Geneva Park

While maneuvering in the mountainous terrain 15 miles west of Chu Lai, Charlie Company, 5th Battalion, 46th
Infantry received enemy small arms fire and several CHICOM grenades from an unknown number of NVA.

The "Brave and Bold" soldiers returned fire and swept the area to find one 9mm pistol, one shoulder rocket and
a blood trail that which initiated the discovery of an enemy basecamp.

Following the blood trail, the company discovered 10 bunkers sheltered by thatched overhead covering. Each
bunker measured ten feet in width and 15 feet in length. Twenty fighting positions surrounded the enemy
complex. After repulsing an attack by two or three NVA, the infantrymen moved in to find a cache within the bas
camp.

The find consisted of medical supplies, two transistor radios, one camera and film, 200 pounds of rice, an
assortment of documents and maps, 25 hammocks, 10 CHICOM grenades, several flashlight batteries, five ant+
personnel mines, one 60mm mortar round, 900 blasting caps and one carbine.

Elsewhere in the "Brave and Bold" area, Company B, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry discovered a tunnel 70 feet long
and 12 feet below the surface. The tunnel, located near a hooch 10 miles northwest of Quang Ngai was well
camouflaged by rough boards and pottery.

The Bravo men searched the tunnel and found 27 sand bags filled with rice and two five gallon drums which
were also filled with rice.

Frederick Hill

The heaviest action of the week occurred within the 196th Infantry Brigade in Operation Frederick Hill with the
brigade soldiers killing over 100 enemy in scattered fighting.

Shortly after noon, Charlie Company from the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry teamed up with a Marine gunship in
locating and killing six Viet Cong.

Operating 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky, the men of Charlie Company cam under fire. Pinpointing the enemy
location, the men maneuvered to engage the enemy at closer range. At 30 yards, they were pelted with
(continued on page 6) CHICOM grenades. The Marine gunship was in the vicinity and by following the
instructions of Infantrymen, it rocketed the enemy position. After the helicopter had fired all of its ammo, the
"Gimlets" swept the area and found the six enemy dead and three AK-47 rifles.

A row of practice targets told the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry that the enemy had been in the area recently.

Minutes afterwards, the soldiers saw nine NVA in the fading afternoon light. They slowed their approach and
opened fire on the enemy. At least 25 figures rose from hiding and scrambled away. Moving in the Americal
troopsfound nine enemy dead.

At daybbreak recently, the third platoon of Delta Company, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry swept a suspected enemy
location 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky. They came across a vacated hooch area which yielded a 2,000 pound
cache of unpolished rice stored in 100 pound bags. The rice was extracted to Landing Zone Karen.

A combined effort by Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry and F Troop, 17th Cavalry made Army tactics
work with tailor made results recently. The two 196th Infantry Brigade units accounted for 25 enemy killed and
seven individual weapons captured in an operation 11 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

Bravo Company was acting as a flushing element along a river with F Troop blocking either side when a force of
20-30 NVA enemy soldiers were spotted as soon as the Charger units were set up.

As the enemy soldiers were avoiding the infantryman's thrust, they found themselves within 50 yards of F
Troop's flanking movement.

The cavalrymen engaged the enemy with automatic weapons fire killing eight and wounding one. Five more
enemy were detained in the fierce skirmish.

F Troop also captured an AK-50 rifle, two AK-47s, one carbine and eight full magazines of ammunition. Ten
CHICOM grenades were destroyed. "It was amazing just how well it all worked," said Private First Class James
Brandal from Albers, Ill. He is serving with Bravo as a rifleman. "Our plan woiked perfectly."

Iron Mountain
The 11th Infantry Brigade experienced a week of relatively light action. Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 21st
Infantry killed two NVA and captured two AK-47s. Also captured were twenty 20 60mm mortar rounds and one
base plate for a 60mm mortar The action took place in the lowlands five miles south of Duc Pho.
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Night attack fails, NVA lose Bn CO

By SGT Dave Mckeen

LZ CENTER (19th INF BDE 10) -- An NVA battalion commander and 18 of his men died in a futile
attempt to overrun a 196th Infantry Brigade company's night position near Hiep Duc, 23 miles
northwest of Tam Ky.

The action began when elements of a NVA Main Force Regiment moved into the Hiep Duc area.

Alpha Company was air-lifted from their fire support base, LZ Center, to a point southwest of Hiep
Duc to reinforce the Recon Platoon of the battalion which had been in heavy contact for five hours.

After linking with the beleaguered platoon, the two moved towards Hiep DUC tightening the circle of
America and ARVN forces surrounding the NVA.  "We were looking for a day laager position on high
ground to set up as a blocking force northwest of the village," said Staff Sergeant Dale Sievert, El
Cajon, Calif.

While in the process, the lead element received a burst of automatic weapons fire. The "Charger"
soldiers spotted two NVA in spider holes and cut them down with small arms fire capturing one AK-47
rifle.

An artillery fire mission was called into the area, after the barrage, Alpha Company swept the area
killing another soldier. The men then moved from their blocking position and began to prepare night
defensive positions. Then, according to First Lieutenant Michael Decoudres, Sandy Lake, Pa. "We
received last minute instructions to move further northeast towards Delta Company, 4th Battalion, 31st
Infantry who was in contact. We
were all packed up with our claymores and trip flares in and ready to move at seven in the evening
when we received six rounds of 60mm mortar fire."

As darkness approached, the first of two enemy ground attacks began with a barrage of incoming
small arms fire, and CHICOM grenades. "Just at dusk | saw several enemy stand up, their figures
were silhouetted against the sky, and throw their grenades,"” said Sergeant Sievert.

The remainder of the night was spent in an uneasy calm interrupted by an occassional mortar round
or CHICOM grenade - and by two enemy probes. Two hours before the dawn, the now acting
company commander, Lieutenant DeCoudres, ordered his company to be on a 100% alert. Thirty
minutes later, according to Specialist 4 Dennis Dunn, Seal Beach, Calif., "They hit us again with
CHICOMs and small arms fire. The attack lasted until dawn.

With the coming of daylight, the weary but victorious soldiers of Alpha Company surveyed the scene
of the battle. Nineteen enemy soldiers were dead - one of them carrying identification indicating that
he was an NVA battalion commander.

The remainder of the day, Alpha remained in their blocking position, Late in the afternoon they
moved to a position just north of the battle-torn village at Hiep Duc where they linked up with an ARVN
battalion.

The following afternoon Alpha Company was extracted to LZ West; their job was done.
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146 enemy killed

Weekly Recap: action decreases

By SP4 Dennis L. Selby

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) 1 During the last week of May there was a noticeable decrease in enemy
activity in Southern | Corps with Division units killing 146 enemy soldiers and capturing more than 50
individual weapons.

Geneva Park

While moving toward their night laager position late Wednesday evening, Charlie Company, 1st
Battalion, 52nd Infantry encountered five Viet Cong wearing black clothing in the mountainous terrain
18 miles north of Quang Ngai City.

The 198th Infantry Brigade infantrymen opened up on the enemy with automatic weapons fire to kill
three and detain one. A sweep of the area produced several packs and several miscellaneous
documents.

The following day while maneuvering in an area 17 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City, Bravo
Company, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry discovered a bunker that concealed a tunnel exit.

The infantrymen searched the bunker and found eight 57mm recoilless rifle rounds, one sighting
device for a machinegun, two AK-7 magazines and a cleaning rod. The company destroyed the
equipment.

Frederick Hill

In the Operation Frederick Hill area last Thursday, it was barely dawn when Bravo Company,

4th Battalion, 31st Infantry tangled with a band of three VC. The 196th Brigade infantrymen
were sweeping about 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky, when they came face to face with the enemy
soldiers.

Aionly one was carrying a weapson.nd tset asrntaepdp etdo a ufne w rsoe
First Class Joseph Jones, Memphis, Tenn., pointman for the platoon.

But the Bravo Company troopers didnét buy it. They r
weapons fire, killing two of the enemy. The remaining enemy escaped, carrying a weapon.

The recon platoon of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry decided to attend a Viet Cong garden party the
following day, even though they were not invited.

While cutting their way through thick vegetation nine miles northwest of Tam Ky, the point element
of the recon platoon heard voices.

iThe voices were coming from about 10 meters on the o
Four Larry Hardin, Steger, I I poi nt byavhatthey A OQur kit C

were saying. Their weapons were lying on the ground. 0
The VC were working in a large garden that apparently supplied a battalion of enemy soldiers. The
ALegionnaireso crashed into the hedgeraw dnd kddre df & ove

of them before they even knew what hit (continued on g
five more as they scattered. 0

While searching a village 10 miles northwest of Tam Ky, Friday, Alpha Company, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf.
discovered 1,000 pounds of rice in a tunnel beneath a hootch.

Shortly before entering the village, the infantrymen spotted one VC. He was engaged and killed by
small arms fire.

While on a sweep five miles west of Tam Ky, Bravo Company, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., uncovered a sapper
training site recently. The area consisted of three sections of barbed wire, which was destroyed by
the infantrymen.

(Continued)
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Iron Mountain

Forgetting to pull the pin on a grenade cost an NVA soldier his life in a recent action which killed
three NVA in the mountains eight miles southwest of Duc Pho.

Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry observed the three NVA evading to the east, al carrying
packs and wearing brush as camouflage.

The ensuing engagement, killed one NVA and a sweep of the area produced the grenade-throwing
NVA and the third member of the trio-both dead.

In an action five miles southwest of Duc Pho, Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry was
credited with eight VC killed. Six were found on a check of an area of previous contact. Two enemy

were kiled at mid-mor ni ng by a patrol of Alpha Co. that remained
position.

One 9mm pistol and three hand grenades were confiscated in the action.

I n a-amhmomno in the 11th Brigade area recently, Charli

an 800 to 1,000 pound unpolished rice cache buried in the lowlands four miles south of Duc Pho.
In the same general area, Alpha Co., 4th Bn., 21st Inf. found a dead VC who had been killed by
artillery. The enemy was found in the foothills five miles south of Duc Pho. The kill was attributed to A
Battery, 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery.
Gunships of the 174th Aviation Company, flying in support of Charlie Co., 4th Bn., 21st Inf., recently
accounted for four NVA dead.
The fAiSharko gunships were called to station over the
of Duc Pho after an element of the company had been engaged by six to seven NVA.
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1,000 Montagnards inoculated
By SSG Tim Palmer
LZ San JUAN HILL (AMERICAL 1I0O) i For the Montagnard villagers of Minh Tri it was just another
day of rice harvesting when the heavily loaded Special Forces truck maneuvered down the dusty ox
lane.
As is common with the Montagnard people, even the children, the villagers held back with little more
than a puzzled look on the faces as the truckload of Division medics ground to a halt in the school
yard.
First from the truck was First Lieutenant Larry Collett, Oklahoma City, followed closely by his
Popular Force interpreter, borrowed for that purpose from Minh Long a near by Special Forces camp.
In their own tongue, distinctly different from the regional Viethamese the interpreter explained to the
village chief that the Americans were there to provide the inoculations to the townspeople.
Taking the initiative, and with the help of a portable public address system which Lieutenant Collett
had brought along, the aged village leader explained the visit to everyone within earshot.
It wasndt | ong before the small schoolyard was teemin
At this point they lined up and over two hundred received the preventive
inoculations. Throughout the course of the day over one thousand inoculations were given.
The goodwill project started with a request for help from the Special Forces Group at Minh Long.
Although realizing the needf or t he medi cal service the American Gree
or the medical personnel available to accomplish the job. And so they called upon the Americal to
lend a hand.
The unit involved, the 4th Battalion, 31st (typo? might be 4/3rd) Infantry, received the request
through the battalion S-5 section, headed by Lieutenant Collett.
Lieutenant Col l ett new in the job but very determine
result of projects such as these we can both curb the spread of disease and at the same time maintain
good feelings between the Americans and the Vietnamese
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DIV RECAP: ACTION LIGHT
THROUGHOUT AMERICAL AO

In sporadic fighting in the beginning of June in Southern | Corps 175 enemy soldiers lost their lives to
Americal soldiers. In the heaviest action of Operation Geneva Park Charlie Company of the 1st
Battalion, 52nd Infantry, killed 3 NVA and found 1,000 pounds of rice. Elsewhere in Operation
Fredrick Hill the 3rd Battalion [3-21] encountered the heaviest action in the Division area of operation
which resulted in the death of 12 enemy soldiers in a day's fighting. The lightest action in the Division
occurred in Operation Iron Mountain which accounted for 5 enemy killed in the past week.

GENEVA PARK

On Thursday afternoon, an element of Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry saw 14 NVA with packs and weapons
moving in an area 10 miles south of Chu Lai. The infantrymen unleashed a barrage of automatic weapons fire and swept
through the area to find three dead NVA.

While maneuvering in an area 14 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City recently, Delta Company, sighted six VC with weapons,
moving through a rice paddy.

The element opened fire to kill one enemy and a sweep of the area produced one AK-47 and a blood trail leading to the east.

Elsewhere, Charlie found 1,000 pounds of rice in an area 12 miles northwest of Quang Ngai.

Continuing to search nearby hooches, the infantrymen found 600 pounds of potatoes hidden in baskets and barrels. The
produce was delivered to a nearby LZ for later distribution to refugees.

An early cordon of a village 12 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City recently revealed to Company C, that one VC had been
killed the previous day as they were reconning the site.

Maneuvering in an area 12 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City, Echo Recon, 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry came upon five VC
wearing black pajamas and carrying packs and weapons. The company engaged the enemy with automatic weapons to kill two
of them in the thickly vegetated area.

FREDRICK HILL

The 196th Infantry Brigade encountered the heaviest enemy activity in the Division's area of
operation.

A squad of VC strolled into view of an Echo Recon platoon of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry mortar
team set up on an observation post northwest of Tam Ky recently. "We could see at least 15 of them,”
said Private First Class Charles Boswell, Omaha, Neb. "We opened up and saw the rounds drop right
on top of them." Five were confirmed killed in the brief action.

B Company, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, while on a search and clear mission 23 miles northwest of
Tam Ky recently found 300 pounds of rice and 100 pounds of corn in an empty hooch.

Late one afternoon, a team of Firebird gunships from the 71st Aviation Company, working nine
miles northwest of Tam Ky, fired on twenty to thirty VC. The gunship's action brought death to five of

the enemy.

Alpha Co., 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry while on a recon-in-force mission 12 miles southwest of Tam Ky, recently uncovered a
substantial ammo cache while checking a tunnel complex in the dense highlands.

The find included 155 CHICOM grenades, 9 RPG rounds, 600 AK-47 rounds, six unknown-type Communist explosives, one
carbine, four flares and one box of detonating fuses.

A Viet Cong grenade factory was uncovered recently by Alpha Co., 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. while they were on a sweep in an area 10
miles northwest of Tam Ky. Found in the area were 60 pounds of explosive, six blasting caps and a diagram explaining how a
grenade is made. Later, small arms fire killed one VC in the area. He was carrying two packs of rice and personal items when
killed.

For the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry, one day was profitable and busy as the infantrymen killed 12 enemy soldiers, and sufered
no friendly casualties.

Early morning found Delta Company, 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry operating 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky. The "Gimlets"
encountered a lone NVA with a pack. Engaging him with small arms fire, Delta killed him and confiscatedthe pack.

In a late morning action, Bravo Company, 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry operating in the same area, engaged and killed one VC. A
short time later, the infantrymen observed and engaged 10-12 NVA soldiers. The NVA fled into the thick vegetation.

B Company, not to be out-maneuvered, quickly surrounded and pinned down the enemy. Soon, however, the "Bushmasters"
received five to six incoming mortar rounds and small arms fire. Undaunted, they held their ground and directed artillery fre
mission from B Battery, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty., along with gunships on the location. Four NVA were confirmed killed in the action.
Meanwhile Bravo Company received two more incoming mortar rounds from the new enemy position. Six more NVA were
confirmed in the action.

IRON MOUNTAIN

The lightest action in the division area occurred in the 11th Infantry Brigade in the first week of June.

Charlie Company, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry killed one VC and one NVA on the Suoi Nga Man River four miles south of Duc
Pho recently.

Charlie Company, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry accounted for three VC killed by claymore mines in the mountains 15 miles west
of Duc Pho. One carbine, 30 pounds of rice, and 20 pounds of salt were confiscated in the brief action.
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"POLAR BEARS" UNDER HEAVY FIRE
71ST AHC LENDS A HELPING HAND

CHU LAl (16th CAG IO) - 196th Infantry Brigade troops from Delta Company, 4th Battalion 31st
Infantry were under a massive ground attack near LZ Siberia and called for an immediate combat
extraction. Minutes later the 71st Assault Helicopter Company Rattlers (slicks) and Firebirds
(gunships),
commanded by Major Tommie James, were airborne and headed toward the hot LZ.  As the Rattlers
and Firebirds began their approach into the area they began receiving small arms and .50 caliber
machinegun fire from the surrounding tree line.

"One of the Firebirds spotted the .50 caliber machinegun's position and immediately showered the
area with large volumes of suppressive fire.

During the intense action, one Rattler was hit and went down in a small depression surrounded by
the enemy.

Captain James E. Duke, Ft. Worth, Texas and Warrant Officer William M.  Ellis, Downey, Calif., flew
immediately to the wreckage and started a high overhead approach.

Unable to land at the crash site due to high trees and bushes, Captain Duke was forced to remain at
a hover while the four crew members and three passengers of the downed craft were hoisted aboard.

Due to the heavy loaded condition of Captain Duke's helicopter, he was unable to hover high
enough to turn his ship and was forced to take an  uphill departure and fly over the known enemy
positions.

As the rescue team cleared the enemy infested area, they received intense small arms and 50
caliber machinegun fire.

The seven soldiers were evacuated to the medical aid station at LZ West and were checked for any
injuries. With greater concern for their fellow man than their own personal safety, the crew of Rattler
219 acted courageously in the life saving extraction. With cool heads and professional competence,
these brave men of the 71st Assault Helicopter Company brought great credit upon themselves and
their company.
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Hiep Duc rebuilds, twice in nine months

By SSG Tim Palmer

HIEP DUC (AMERICAL IO) - For the second time in less than nine months the villagers of Hiep Duc
are faced with the problem of starting all over again.

On April 30th, coincident with a ground attack on nearby LZ Siberia and various other confrontations
between Allied Forces and NVA troops throughout the Hiep Duc valley, three of the seven villages
making up Hiep Duc were occupied by NVA Forces.

Official estimates placed the damage due to burning, explosion, etc....at 20 per cent destruction in
each of the three areas affected. Ten civilians were killed in the clash.

The invaders wanted to prove that they could, at any time wrest the scenically beautiful valley from
the hands of the local Regional and Popular Forces stationed at outposts nearby, and further show
that even the strength of the Division's 196th Brigade located on nearby LZ West, was not enough to
deny them their whim.

They were mistaken!

Although gaining entrance to the village before local forces had time to react, the quick actions of the
RF and PF soldiers limited greatly the effectiveness of the occupation.

The ten civilians killed included one village chief and one hamlet chief. Also, hundreds of homes
were destroyed in the wake of the invasion and subsequent occupation. Whether the civilians were
killed while resisting or merely assassinated for political reasons has not yet been determined.

Lieutenant Colonel Mebane Stafford, Province Senior advisor for the area including Hiep Duc,
stated, "The NVA failed with their overall mission, but the people of Hiep Duc paid a big price
nonetheless."

The tactical plan used to retake Hiep Duc from the communists relied mainly on the utilization of
ARVN troops linked with the Regional and Popular Forces. "The insertion of U.S. troops into the
villages themselves was avoided," said Colonel Stafford, "as we wanted to make sure no villagers
were mistaken for the enemy. We felt we could keep friendly casualties down to a minimum if we
restricted our forces inside the ARVN, PF, and RF forces, leaving the Americans free to engage the
various other enemy elements in the outlying areas."

Colonel Stafford was careful to point out that at no time were bombings, artillery or mortar used to
support the house-to-house fighting which finally resulted in the ouster of the communists. "We
wouldn't displace 6,000 people by firing on the villages, " he reported.

Today Hiep Duc is rebuilding - again.

The houses are going back up, and the people are reorganizing. Many are rebuilding for the second
or third time, happier to stay where they are than to leave the beauty of their home.

Photo Caption: A Vietnamese mother carries tin roofing material supplies by the Army to begin
rebuilding her family home in Hiep Duc. The home was destroyed during the recent occupation of the
village by NVA Forces.
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Siberia; home of Charlie Battery, 3rd Bn, 82nd Arty

Story by 1Lt. Steven Gailer

Photos by SP4 A.C. Barnett

LZ SIBERIA (DIV ARTY IO) - On a hilltop overlooking the Song Tran River, this Division firebase is
aptly named.

LZ Siberia is the home of Charlie Battery, 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery. It may not have comforts like
hot and cold running water, television or swimming pools; but the cannoneers make the most of what
they have and call Siberia home.

The artillerymen must rely on helicopters to bring them everything they need from mail to projectiles
for their howitzers. An aviator bringing in supplies can always be sure that a group of smiling faces
will greet his chopper, all more than willing to lend a helping hand to unload whatever treasures might
be aboard.

The mission of Charlie Battery is to provide direct support for the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, 196th
Infantry Brigade. With muscles straining and cold sweat rolling down their backs, the artillerymen
pump out the rounds twenty-four hours a day. These seemingly tireless young cannoneers have
made their battery one of the most active direct support units in Vietnam.

The enemy is not happy that artillery is perched atop this hill. On several occasions, they have
launched concerted attacks against the outpost. Charlie Battery cannoneers have proven equal to all
challenges. Manning well fortified bunker positions along with the infantrymen, firing self-illumination,
and lowering their howitzer tubes for direct fire, the artillerymen have developed defenses that assure
than many of the enemy will never go on another attack.

For the men stationed on LZ Siberia, a year is a very full 365 days. When the tour finally ends, they
can look back and know that the discomforts they have endured have caused immeasurable damage
to the enemy in what he likes to refer as "his territory".

Photo Captions:

1) 'Old Glory' waves defiance from the hilltop (Note: "C Btry 3rd Bn 82nd  Arty - LZ Siberia" text and
crest adorns a sign in front of command  bunker.

2) Much needed supplies are delivered by Chinooks (Note: Boxcar of the 178th ASHC slings a load of
artillery rounds in)

3) FADAC puts them where they count. (Note: shirtless soldier operates the FADAC)

4) Constant vigil is maintained by artillerymen (Note: Soldier in steel helmet and O.D. t-shirt stands
guard in a bunker made from culvert sections. He has an M-60 machinegun at the ready, an M-16,
plenty of flares and grenades.)

5) Artillerymen put another in Charlie's hip pocket. (Note: Shirtless  soldiers wearing Steel helmets
are manning a 105mm howitzer.

6) Cannoneers readying another round for Charlie. (Note: 105mm howitzer ejects brass as soldier is
starting to insert the next round)
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Division Recap
Children reveal caches

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) - In Operation Geneva Park several Vietnamese children lead troopers of
H Troop, 17th Cavalry to an impressive cache of 96 mortar rounds, 60 mines, and a variety of other
highly explosive ordnance. Elsewhere in Operation Fredrick Hill the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry and
the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, accounted for three-fourths of the brigades 43 enemy killed for the
week. In Operation Iron Mountain the 174th Aviation Company killed 34 NVA in a two day action.

Geneva Park

In an action eight miles north of Quang Ngai, Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry,
received incoming mortar rounds, rifle-propelled grenades and small arms fire when an undetermined
number of Viet Cong assaulted their night defensive position early Friday morning. The company
repulsed the attack with small arms fire and 81mm mortars. Also on station were gunships from F
Troop, 8th Cavalry, which supported the infantrymen in the battle. At first light the company swept the
area and found 14 CHICOM grenades, one rifle, two rifle-propelled grenades, and one booby trap.
The company also killed one sapper.

The following day, Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry, spotted four to five enemy soldiers
carrying packs moving through the mountains 22 miles west of Quang Ngai. The company unleashed
a heavy barrage of small arms fire to kill two. The infantrymen then swept through the area and
discovered three burlap packs containing medical supplies, 34 cans of condensed milk, six time fuses
and some rice.

Working in the same area, Alpha Company, came upon one Viet Cong killed and the capture of
several miscellaneous documents.

Elsewhere, several Vietnamese children turned over to H Troop, 17th Cavalry, an impressive cache
of munitions. The total cache consisted of 96 mortar rounds, 60 mines, two 2.74 inch rockets, two
57mm recoilless rifle rounds, two rifle-propelled grenades, one CHICOM grenade, four artillery rounds
and six fuses. H Troop, maneuvering in an area 12 miles northeast of Quang Ngai, destroyed the
munitions.

Also, Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry received three artillery rounds, one mine, one
booby trap, one mortar round, and 60 small arms rounds from Viethamese children in an area 10
miles northeast of Quang Ngai. The 39th Engineer Battalion, working with Alpha Company, received
two artillery rounds, one fuse, and two mortar rounds from the children.

While maneuvering in an area 22 miles west of Quang Ngai in the early morning, Bravo Company,
1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry, encountered two to three NVA in green uniforms in the thickly vegetated
mountainous terrain. The company responded with automatic weapons to kill one and capture one
AK-47, two AK-47 magazines, 70 pounds of salt, and several items of miscellaneous field gear.

In another action, Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry, while maneuvering in an area 14 miles
northeast of (continued on page 6) (continued from page 1) Quang Ngai, came upon four Viet Cong
carrying packs and weapons maneuvering in the low coastal plain. The company engaged the enemy
with small arms fire to kill one. Also captured was one pack.

Children reveal caches

In an area 15 miles southeast of Chu Lai, Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry, found one .51
caliber ammunition box hidden under some hedges. The box contained two fragmentation grenades,
one 60 volt battery, one green NVA uniform, documents, and other miscellaneous items.

Elsewhere, incoming mortar rounds, rifle-propelled grenades and CHICOM grenades pounded the
night defensive position of Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry eight miles north of Quang
Ngai. The infantrymen repulsed the sapper attack with a heavy barrage of small arms fre, grenades
and 81mm mortars. Gunships were called on station to saturate the outer perimeter as flareships
maintained intensive illumination. The infantrymen swept the area later to find several CHICOM
grenades and rifle-propelled grenades scattered about the perimeter.

In an area 22 miles southwest of Chu Lai, Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry, discovered
one freshly dug grave. The NVA kill was attributed to the contact the unit had the previous day.

(Continued)
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Elsewhere, Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry, found signs of recent enemy activity in an
area 12 miles northeast of Quang Ngai. At the location of the infantrymen found 13 cans o mackerel,
four three-pound bags of rice and one butchered calf.

Late Wednesday evening, a large cache was discovered when a rallier led Echo Recon, 5th
Battalion, 46th Infantry, to the site, 15 miles northwest of Chu Lai. The cache, hidden in a
camouflaged hooch, consisted of nine AK-47's, one rifle, one carbine, 31-60mm mortar rounds, five
rifle-propelled grenades, five sticks of dynamite, one CHICOM grenade, 18-60mm mortar fuses, three
containers of TNT, four 10-pound shaped charges, one fuse setter and two magazines.

Fredrick Hill

Significant action took place when elements from the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry killed 12 enemy
soldiers while suffering no losses.

Early that morning D Company, 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry found itself operating in the thick
vegetation 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky. The "Gimlets" encountered a lone NVA with a pack. The
engagement and death of this lone NVA soldier triggered what was to be a black day for the hard-luck
enemy.

Bravo Company, 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry, operating in the same area engaged and killed one
Viet Cong, and then moments later sweeping through another woodline observed and engaged 10-12
NVA. the stumbling NVA fled into the closest vegetation. Bravo Company, not to be out maneuvered,
quickly surrounded and pinned down the enemy. Soon, however, the "Bushmasters” received five to
six incoming mortar rounds. Undaunted they held their ground and called for support from Bravo
Battery, 3rd Battalion, 82nd Attillery, along with gunships. Four enemy kills were confirmed.

As they were checking out the "kill zone" they began taking round from another enemy position.
Again they called in artillery and were rewarded with a secondary explosion. Six more NVA were
confirmed killed.

A search of a village turned up the weeks only rice cache five miles northwest of Tam Ky. Onehalf
ton of rice was confiscated by Bravo "Legionnaires", 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, two hundred pounds
of which was polished and hidden in huge ceramic pots in a tunnel.

Support from F Troop, 8th Cavalry and F Troop, 17th Cavalry, accounted for two enemy killed, both
in searches of tunnel complexes.

Iron Mountain

The Recon platoon of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry engaged two VC in the early morning hours and
picked up an SKS at the site of the engagement. Pursuing a blood trail until early afternoon, the recon
element spotted three VC and killed one. The action took place in the mountains six miles southwest
of Duc Pho. Company D, 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry, wounded and detained two VC while working in
the lowlands 26 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Bravo Company, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry killed one VC. The kill came in the foothills seven miles
south of Duc Pho. Recon 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry accounted for one VC killed with claymores in the
mountains six miles south of Duc Pho. In action lasting two days, Sharks of the 174th Aviation
Company killed 34 NVA while flying in support of the 4th ARVN Regiment. The action which took
place near Nghia Hanh, 18 miles northwest of Duc Pho, netted one enemy light machine gun, two .51
caliber enemy machine guns and an AK-47.

A Kit Carson scout working with the ARVN said the enemy force was the remains of his battalion, or
about two companies.

(Continued)
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Recon, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry engaged an undetermined number of NVA with supporting artillery
fire from B battery, 6th Artillery. The artillery barrages continued through the evening and a morning
check of the area by the Recon element turned up two dead NVA and one AK-47. The action took
place in the mountains seven miles southwest of Duc Pho.

Company B engaged three of the NVA in the early morning hours when they set off a trip flare in
front of the company's NDP. Small arms fire and hand grenades thrown from the company's
defensive position accounted for one NVA killed. One pistol was confiscated in the action, which
occurred in the foothills six miles west of Duc Pho.

Company A, 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry, while working along Song Tra Khuc (Tra Khuc River) 25
miles northwest of Duc Pho, engaged and killed on VC across the river. A short time later, Alpha
engaged three on the opposite bank, killing two. Bravo and Delta Companies, 1st Battalion, 20th
Infantry engaged eight VC, killing two. One pistol was confiscated by Company B in the action, which
occurred in the lowlands north of Duc Pho.

Company D, 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry engaged two VC in the lowlands 26 miles northwest of Duc
Pho. One of the enemy was killed, and one was wounded and detained.

The detained VC was carrying a pressure-type firing device.

Company C, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry observed and engaged two VC when the enemy came out
of the jungle in the lowlands 16 miles north of Duc Pho. Both enemy soldiers were killed in the action.
Children reveal caches

The Recon platoon of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry was led to an arms cache by a Hoi Chanh. The
cache consisted of two heavy automatic weapons, two carbines, one SKS and a CHICOM
submachine gun. The weapons were located in a cave 22 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Company D observed two VC evading and engaged them, kiling one and wounding one. The
action took place in the lowlands 26 miles northwest of Duc Pho.
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POLAR BEARS HIT FOE'S MORTAR PIT
By SP4 Gerald Lamb

LZ WEST (196th INf BDE. IO) -- In a sharp encounter 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky, 196th Infantry
Brigade soldiers killed three NVA and silenced a mortar position which had been harassing a
nearby Firebase.

During a battle against a large NVA force in Hiep Duc Valley, Landing Zone (LZ) Siberia, fire support
base of 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, was being sporadically hit by mortar fire.

"We were humping up to Siberia to be lifted across the river," said first Sergeant James Brown,
Eatontown, N.J., Company B, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, "when the rounds started coming in again."

They had swept through an area west of the base on the previous day and found a recently used
enemy mortar position on a nearby hill.

"The NVA were hack in the same abandoned position we had found the day before,” said
Specialist four Lou Efta, Red Lake Falls, Minn.

The infantrymen dropped their rucksacks and moved up the hill cautiously. The enemy tried to
evade, moving down the other side.

"They had snipers waiting for us," said Sergeant Brown. "We advanced on them using the tall
elephant grass as cover."

Spotting a group of NVA at the foot of the hill, the M-60 machinegunner opened up, killing three.
Suddenly the air was laced with .51 caliber machinegun fire. The infantrymen dug in and called in an
air strike. Then the enemy was silent.
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Div Recap: Heavy action near Tam Ky
By SP4 Stephen Frazier

CHU LAI (AMERICAN [AMERICAL] I0) - The soaring temperatures of Southern | Corps in June did
not stop regulars from the Division's three brigades as they accounted for 184 soldiers killed.

Heaviest action remained in the area 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky in Operation Fredrick Hill.
Soldiers of the 196th Infantry Brigade operating in that area were accredited with 60 enemy soldiers
killed. In operation Geneva Park the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry was lead to a sizeable ordnance
cache by a rallier. Elsewhere in Operation Iron Mountain action was sporadic as the 3rd Battalion, 1st
Infantry and the 123rd Aviation Battalion teamed up for 7 enemy killed in a single action.

Fredrick Hill

Friday found elements of the 196th Infantry Brigade in areas nine miles and twenty-one miles west
of Tam Ky where they killed 3 NVA who sprang from a basecamp leaving a considerable cache
behind, and uncovered an abandoned enemy basecamp in which 8 NVA were buried. Bravo Battery,
3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery was credited with the 8 NVA killed.

Saturday morning lasted a long eight hours for elements of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry as they
found an enemy base camp 21 miles northwest of Tam Ky. The infantrymen began taking fire as they
neared the jungle-hidden complex, immediately retaliating with their own small arms fire. Six NVA
were killed before it was decided support was needed. Helicopter gunships from the 71st Assault
Helicopter Company strafed the enemy positions who in the meantime had unloaded a barrage of 25
30 mortar rounds on the exposed Americans.

The enemy throwing caution to the wind sprang from their entrenched positions and tried to encircle
the Americans while the strafing continued. A Sabre gunship from Delta Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st
Cavalry killed one NVA during this more. Blue Ghost gunship also in on the action spotted another
large group of NVA moving towards the Americans. The choppers raked the area killing three more
enemy as another airstrike silenced the mortars.

Meanwhile a sister element from the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry who was in the area was called on.
They moved forward placing heavy fire on the area. Finally the NVA were silent. The sister element
assaulted the camp finding 23 enemy soldiers killed. Three-fourths had been killed by small-arms fire.
Twelve bunkers had been destroyed.

A PF patrol and an American advisor got together on Sunday evening to kill ten VC.

Sergeant Richard Anderson, Tacoma, Wash., from Echo Recon, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry played
an instrumental part, serving as a forward observer he spotted two squads of VC. Hisreaction was to
call in gunships, killing three. Later Sergeant Anderson and the PF were to come face to face with two
other squads of VC.

"I am sure they were sappers said Sergeant Anderson, because we discovered satchel charges,
explosives and a CHICOM grenade after they fled our fire.

Later in the day a forward element of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry found a cave full of rice yielding
a total of one tone. Another one hundred pounds of polished rice was found nearby.

Div Recap: Heavy action near Tam Ky

Later in the week an element of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry, found a cache of fifteen RPG
warheads and boosters 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky. They were found in a poncho off the trail.

As the week closed an element of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry, was credited with ten NVA killed
from a fire-fight earlier in the week. An element (continued on page 6) Recap: Rallier gives 198th
supplies (continued from page 1) of ARVN soldiers found the bodies and accredited the kills to the
Americans. The action took place 23 miles west of Tam Ky.

(Continued)



03Jul70-Southern Cross Vol. 3 No. 24 Page 1
(Continued)

Iron Mountain

In Operation Iron Mountain action contact was regular, each day elements of the 1st Battalion, 20th
Infantry killed one to two enemy soldiers but sightings and engagements never revealed more than
one to five enemy soldiers to be dealt with.

In an unusual incident the S-2 section of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry was credited with one VC
killed and one grenade confiscated as they worked eight miles south of Duc Pho.

Late in the week, Sharks of the 174th Aviation Company engaged and killed one VC in the lowlands
26 miles northwest of Duc Pho. The VC was carrying assorted medical supplies.

Wednesday morning saw 11th Infantry Brigade troopers from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry and the
123rd Aviation Battalion killed seven enemy soldiers along the Tra Khuc River 25 miles northwest of
Duc Pho. It was the heaviest action of the week.

Geneva Park

Daily light contact and the findings of a few caches seemed to be the daily itinerary for the 198th
Infantry Brigade units. Except for one isolated incident soldiers of the 198th fought no more than one
to five enemy soldiers in each engagement.

On Friday a large cache was discovered when a rallier led Echo Recon, 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry
to the site 15 miles northeast of Chu Lai.

An element of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry while on a sweep 15 miles southeast of Chu Lai found
a three by seven foot bunker which produced five NVA field pack, two canteens and 15 CHICOM
grenades.



An unidentified sergeant from Delta Company, 4th
Battalion, 31st Infantry blindfolds a Viet Cong suspect
detained near Heip Duc. The detainee was later air-lifted to
LZ West for interrogation. (Photo by SSG Tim Palmer)
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Photo Caption: An unidentified sergeant from Delta Company, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry blindfolds a

Viet Cong suspect detained near Hiep Duc. The detainee was later air-lifted to LZ West for
interrogation. (Photo by SSG Tim Palmer)
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Photo Caption: Here elements of the 198th Infantry Brigade's, 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry cross an
open field southwest of Chu Lai. The "Ready Rifles" accounted for 20 of the Brigade's 33 KIA in last
week's action. In addition they captured 1100 pounds of rice. (Photo by SP4 Herbert Brady, 523rd
Sig. Bn.)

112 KIA

Div Recap: Action increases in AO

Operation Geneva Park was highlighted by Vietnamese turning over 127 mortar rounds to H Troop,
17th Cavalry. The "Brave and Bold" also accounted for 33 enemy killed as action increased in the
198th Infantry Brigade's area of operation. Elsewhere in Operation Frederick Hill action decreased as
the "Chargers" killed 56 enemy soldiers and captured 6800 pounds of rice.

Geneva Park

Early in the week H Troop, 17th Cavalry, received one rocket and 127 mortar rounds when
Vietnamese near Binh Son brought the munitions to a vehicle used to relay messages among the
troop's components. "We had established a good relationship with the people in the area," Sergeant
Walter Clifton, Dallas, Texas, a radio operator said. "And they kept bringing the rounds in to us."

While in their night defensive position southeast of Chu Lai a day later H Troop killed one Viet Cong
as the enemy approached their location. Later that morning, H Troop killed another Viet Cong in the
same area and captured one rifle, one pistol, three magazines and one pith helmet. Several hours
later the troop killed another Viet Cong as the enemy moved toward their location. Captured in this
action was one field pack.

Elsewhere, Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry searched a hooch northwest of Quang
Ngai to find eight artillery rounds, one anti-tank weapon, 200 pounds of unpolished rice, and 300
pounds of potatoes. The munitions were destroyed and the rice was evacuated to a nearby landing
zone.

In a late evening contact, Bravo Company observed three NVA dressed in blue uniforms
approaching their location. The infantry engaged the enemy with automatic weapons to kill (continued
on page 6) Hard hitting ‘Chargers account for 56 foe (continued from page 1) all three. Captured in
the action was one hammock and two ponchos.

The next day Echo Recon, saw one Viet Cong sitting near a tree in an area south of Chu Lai
cleaning his weapon. The infantrymen fired on the enemy to kill him.

Later the same evening, Alpha Company, 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry, saw six NVA maneuvering in
mountainous terrain west of Chu Lai. The company fired on the enemy and called on artillery support.
A sweep of the area turned up one NVA killed and one CHICOM grenade.

While on a routine patrol the next day, Alpha Company, observed a platoon sized enemy force
maneuvering in the heavily vegetated mountainous terrain west of Chu Lai. The company unleashed
a heavy barrage of automatic weapons fire to kill five and capture one AK-47.

While in their night laager southwest of Chu Lai the same evening Bravo Company 1st Battalion,
52nd Infantry killed two Viet Cong as the enemy approached their location. Captured in the action
were two AK-47s, two magazines, one grenade launcher and one field pack containing miscellaneous
documents.

Elsewhere in an area northwest of Quang Ngai, Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry, the next
day killed two Viet Cong as the enemy approached their laager. Captured were two AK-47 rifles.

In an action northeast of Quang Ngai, H Troop, 17th Cavalry found 1000 pounds of polished rice
hidden in various containers. The rice was bagged and evacuated to a nearby landing zone for
distribution to orphanages and refugee centers. 24Jul70-Southern Cross Vol. 3 No. 27 Page 1

(Continued)



112 KIA
Div Recap: Action increases in AO (Continued)

In an area south of Chu Lai, Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry found 900 pounds of
unpolished rice hidden in three 55 gallon drums concealed in a hooch. The infantrymen bagged the
rice and loaded it on a helicopter for evacuation.

Late in the week H Troop, 17th Cavalry received three artillery rounds, 18 mortar rounds, 16 booby
traps, five grenades and two anti-personnel mines from Viethamese in the area.

In scattered light contacts throughout the week the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry, accounted for nine
enemy killed in as many actions. The 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry tallied four more enemy killed and the
5th Battalion, 46th Infantry were credited with two more killed in the same number of contacts.

Frederick Hill

Early in the week Company B, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, killed one evading VC as they moved
toward their night defensive position. Company C while conducting search and clear missions in the
same area discovered 1600 pounds of rice hidden in a large box in anold French built house.

Later in the week Company A and Company C discovered large rice caches while continuing to
search for the elusive NVA.

Elements of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry netted a weekly total of 15 NVA killed in action while
conducting operations west of Tam Ky.

Echo Recon killed three NVA during a small firefight southwest of Tam Ky. The "Assassins”
reported engaging the enemy after siting six NVA wearing uniforms and one VC guide in black
pajamas moving along a main trail. Three NVA packs were recovered following the incident.

Company C, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry observed four VC later in the week in an area northwest of
Tam Ky. They engaged the enemy with small arms fire and with the help of gunships killed three.
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Photo Caption: A 178th Aviation Company, "Boxcars", flies out with a load of mortar rounds. The
chopper is a CH-47 Chinook that is the main workhorse in Vietnam. (Photo By SP4 Gerard Paulin,
523rd SIG BN)



Choppers brave clouds to resupply mortarmen
By SP4 William Hayes

LZ WEST (AMERICAL 10) - Just above LZ West, home of the 196th Infantry Brigade's 4th Battalion,
31st Infantry, flat bottomed clouds that formed the foundation of at 1500-foot ceiling scudded
southward through the Division area of operation.

The small group of men working on the resupply pad watched the dense cover as it slid by a few
yards above their heads, sealing out the rest of the world from them. Just below the {typo?].

The surrounding clouds had rolled in fast--so fast that a few Huey choppers in the area had to set
down wherever they could on West, rather than to slide between treacherous peaks while flying blind.

Right above the hilltop, a small hole opened in the gray ceiling, hesitated, blinked, and then grew to
the size of a football field. The hilltop brightened-not from direct sunlight, but from that eye-squinting
brightness reflected from the cotton cumulus clouds that hovered 500 feet above the area.

Through the gaping hole in the ceiling, a CH-47 helicopter swooped toward the LZ on visual
approach, a load of mortar ammunition swinging beneath it.

The battalion's mortars had fired almost continuously the day before in support of the infantry
companies in heavy contact with an enemy main force element right at the foot of the hill.

As the first pallet of mortar ammunition settled to the ground, the hook clutching it to the bird was
released. As the Chinook rose to a point just below the dark ceiling and started flying back out of the
mountains, the mortarmen were already scrambling over the load, breaking it down for storage and
arming.

Through the afternoon, the cloud cover began to break up, letting more supply helicopters into the
hilltop.

The breakdown and stacking of rounds and fuzes continued until dark when the mortar pits were
loaded and the storage bunkers were stretching from the stacks of round crammed into them. The
mortar platoon was fat-they were again ready for the long sustained contact that would need massive
mortar fire.

By sundown, the night's watches had been set, and the men pulling their first guard took their
places in the pits, waiting for the word that might come at anytime. And the word came soon.

When the section chief cried, "Fire mission!" he wasn't disappointed, the rounds went out.
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A rest for 4th-31st

By SP4 William Hayes

LZ WEST (AMERICAL 10 ) - High above the floor of Que Son Valley, Company C, 4th Battalion,
31st Infantry of the 196th Infantry Brigade walked into the perimeter of this fire support base after
nearly a week of fighting their way through an enemy battalion headquarters.

Company C, along with Company A of the same battalion, had walked into the enemy position as
they headed toward the valley floor with this 445 yard high home of the "Polar Bear" battalion.

Meeting stiff resistance from the surprised enemy, the companies moved in under fire, with forward
observers directing mortar and artillery fire on the NVA strong points. Tactical air strikes slammed into
the camouflaged enemy bunkers ringing the area.

Throughout the contact, Firebird gunships of the 71st Aviation Company provided massive close
support for the ground units.

With enemy-contact still substantial, C Company was relieved by Company D and climbed the hill to
rest on the bunker line.

Sporadic enemy fire near the perimeter had awakened the men who slept while other stood guard,
but during the day men began to get their rest and treat their sores they'd picked up on the operations
they'd been on in recent weeks.

During the day, the mail helicopter brought newspapers and magazines along with letters from
home. One or two of the men received color slides they'd sent to the States for processing, and
showed them around as each one was taken from the box.

"here's one for you, Doc," one said as he offered a slide to the medic sitting across the ammo box
from him.

One of the other riflemen cast a critical eye over the medic's shoulder. "Jesse Doc," he winced, "I
didn't think you were that ugly."

"l wasn't ugly, | was funky and tired," Doc countered.

"Ugly and funky and tired are all the same thing," Shorty pointed out.

During the course of the day, some of the men of Charlie Company could be seen shaving, using
water sparingly to be sure there would always be enough to drink on "the hill."

They couldn't look forward to a long time on West, but each day they spend on "the hill* they
become a little less funky, a little less ugly.



31Jul70-Southern Cross Vol. 3 No. 28 Page 1
Weekly recap
Division soldiers tally 114 enemy

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) - Last week saw 114 enemy fall to the guns of the Americal. In operation
Frederick Hill, the "Polar Bears" of Charlie Company, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry received 13 Hoi
Chanh, of which six brought their families. Elsewhere in Operation Iron Mountain the "Jungle
Warriors" of the 11th Infantry Brigade accounted for 31 enemy killed. The lightest action occurred in
Operation Geneva Park as the "Brave and Bold" of the 198th Infantry Brigade tallied eight enemy
killed.

Operation Frederick Hill

Early in the week Charlie Company, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry killed two VC while on a sweep
northwest of Tam Ky. Later they received 13 Hoi Chanh, 6 of them brought their families.

Recon platoon later in the week killed four VC in separate incidents northwest of Tam Ky.

The 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry operating west of Tam Ky found several enemy caches during the
week. Company A found 14 cases of .51 caliber ammo and 40 batteries early in the week.

Towards the end of the week the Recon platoon of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry located a cache
which yielded 900 .30 caliber machinegun rounds, 100 .51 caliber machinegun rounds, and 200
7.62mm rounds.

In the same area Company D later came across a trench line (continued on page 6) Scattered
clashes mark weekly action (continued from page 1) which contained 1000 AK-44 rounds and 4
CHICOM grenades.

Soldiers of the 3rd Battalion 21st Infantry killed 18 in brief encounters throughout the week.

The Recon platoon tallied three dead VC when they fired on the enemy 11 miles west of Tam Ky.

Later in the week Recon again made contact in two separate engagements kiling six enemy.

The "Professionals" of the 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry killed five enemy soldiers in the thick triple
canopy jungle southwest of Tam Ky.

Gunships from F Troop, 8th Cavalry killed 12 enemy while flying visual reconnaissance missions in
support of the brigade.

Operation Iron Mountain

Early in the week Company D, 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry accounted for one VC killed in the early
morning hours while working near the Song Tra Khuc River northwest of Duc Pho. Later in the day
they picked up another three VC killed with claymore mines.

The same day elements of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry killed two VC and confiscated one AK-47
rifle.

The next day Company D, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry engaged four VC who were spotted by the
element's Kit Carson Scout. In the following hit and run fire fight one of the enemy was killed. The
action occurred in the lowlands north of Duc Pho.

In an evening engagement with five VC, Company D, accounted for two of the enemy killed. Three
packs and four grenades were confiscated in the action which occurred in the lowlands north of Duc
Pho.

Working in the lowlands southeast of Duc Pho, Company D, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry uncovered a
.51 caliber machinegun.

Company A, 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry and E Troop, 1st Cavalry accounted for two VC killed while
working together on the Song Tra Khue [?this might be a typo?] River northwest of Duc Pho.

Company A, 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry uncovered a 10-ton rice cache near the Song Tra Khuc River
northwest of Duc Pho. The rice was found in 55 gallon drums and baskets in a small ville.

"Sharks" of the 174th Aviation Company sighted and engaged two NVA on the Song Ve River
northwest of Duc Pho. One of the enemy was killed when they attempted to swim the river, the other
evaded into heavy vegetation.

Company A, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry uncovered a two and one-half rice cache while working near
the Song Ve River northwest of Duc Pho. The rice was found in numerous hooches, most of itin 55
gallon drums and some in large baskets.

(continued)
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(continued) Weekly recap Division soldiers tally 114 enemy

Company D, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry had a heavy day of action working adjacent to the South
China Sea north of Duc Pho. The element initially killed one VC and one NVA, detaining two enemy
soldiers and confiscating one AK-47. Later, on information supplied by a Viethamese National, the
element learned that two VC were scheduled to arrive at his ville. The company engaged and killed
both VC when their Kit Carson Scout spout spotted them approaching.

Recon engaged a seven to nine man VC squad in the foothills west of Duc Pho. The ensuing fire
fight resulted in four enemy Kkilled, two automatic weapons, one AK-47, one Carbine, and four
grenades confiscated.

Company B killed one VC in an yearly morning engagement with an undetermined size enemy
force. Four of the enemy were detained in the action which occurred in the lowlands north of Duc
Pho.

Company C engaged and killed one VC while working in the mountains northwest of Duc Pho. One
pack, assorted medical supplies, 10 pounds of rice, and NVA canteen, and a knife were confiscated
following the action.

Operation Geneva Park

In an area northwest of Quang Ngai, several Vietnamese revealed to Delta Company, 1st Battalion,
6th Infantry the location in which two enemy weapons were concealed. The infantrymen searched the
area to find two carbines.

Elsewhere, Delta Company, 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry while maneuvering in the mountainous
terrain west of Quang Ngai, spotted five NVA evading in the thick vegetation. The company swept
through the area to find a small basecamp revealing signs of recent activity. Found within the
complex was one pistol belt, one CHICOM grenade two fully loaded AK-47 magazines, two canteens,
100 pounds of salt, 50 pounds of rice and other miscellaneous items.

The next day in an area northeast of Quang Ngai, two Viethamese led Charle Company, 1st
Battalion, 6th Infantry to the location of three booby traps. The infantrymen searched the area to find
and destroy the munitions.

Elsewhere, Delta Company, received two booby traps from Viethamese children. The company,
maneuvering in an area northeast of Quang Ngai, destroyed the booby traps.

In an area southwest of Chu Lai, Alpha Company, 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry, killed one NVA as the
enemy approached their location,. Captured in the action were four CHICOM grenades, one
fragmentation grenade and one pair of field glasses.

On the same day Delta Company while maneuvering in an area west of Quang Ngai, discovered
two freshly dug graves. The enemy kills were attributed to a previous contact of the company.

In another action northwest of Quang Ngai, Delta Company, 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry, while
maneuvering in mountainous terrain, found one NVA body. The kill was attributed to enemy contact
the company experienced the previous day. Found near the body were one AK-47, three fully loaded
AK ammunition clips, two CHICOM grenades, one pair of field glasses and other miscellaneous items.

Late in the week gunships from F Troop, 8th Cavalry received several rounds of small arms fire in an
area northwest of Quang Ngai. The pilot spotted two Viet Cong wearing black pajamas in a bombed
out shelter on the ground below and fired on the enemy with automatic weapons to kill both.

Later, in the same general area, the pilot observed another Viet Cong in a black uniform running
along a trail and opened fire to kill him.

In an area southeast of Chu Lai, Echo Recon, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry, while on a routine patrol,
spotted one Viet Cong moving through sparsely vegetated terrain. The infantrymen engaged the
enemy with small arms fire to kill him.
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C, 4-31 nets 4 NVA

By SP4 Gerald Lamb

LZ WEST (196th INF BDE I0) -- An NVA supply element chose the wrong route recently when they
walked into the night laager of a 196th Infantry Brigade Company.

A group of 15 NVA were headed toward Hiep Duc 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky carrying rice and
three of their wounded on stretchers.

C Company, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry was in a night laager on the road east of Hiep Duc.

"Suddenly a trip flare went off on the road and saw them silhouetted against the light," said
Specialist Four Kenneth Schrader, Olean, N.Y.

The infantrymen blew their claymore mines and opened up with M-60 machinegun fire from the
perimeter.

A squad went out to check the area and found the bodies of three NVA and an AK-47 rifle.

"On the way back to the perimeter we heard a low moaning in some buses," said Specialist
Schrader.

A wounded NVA was flushed from his hiding place. Before being evacuated for treatment, he
related that he had been in a combat unit and had asked to be transferred to become a rice carrier.

the unit's mission that night had been to resupply enemy forces in the Hiep Duc area and take the
wounded to a hospital located somewhere on Nui Chom mountain to the north.
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Something is fishy
By SP4 Gerald Lamb

SON HOA (196th INF BDE 10) -- Inhabitants of this pacification outpost have noticed something
fishy in their area, but they don't mind a bit. Civil affairs workers from the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry,
196th Infantry Brigade, are helping their Viethamese allies build a fish hatchery here.

"We decided on the hatchery because it would add a good, high-protein food to the diet and provide
a highly marketable product," said First Lieutenant Michael Donohoe, Alamo, Calif.

Staff Sergeant Malcolm Johnson, Tillar, Ark., is in charge of setting up the project and showing the
people how to operate and maintain it.

"My father owns a fish hatchery, so | have been raising fish all my life," said Sergeant Johnson.

The first problem to be faced is building a pond and securing it.

"We plan to dig a dual purpose ditch from a nearby creek to fill the pond and irrigate the rice paddies
in the area," said Lieutenant Donohoe.

The people of Son Hoa now buy their fish at the Que Son Market about five miles away.

The hatchery will be stocked with Tilapia, a rapid reproducing, high-protein food fish common all
over Asia.

"Initially the fish they raise will be used as a food supply, but once a surplus is established, they can
be sold at the Que Son market, said Johnson.
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Infantrymen take a break in a thick wooded area while on
a patrol. Their unit, Company B, 4th Battalion, 31st
Infantry, 196th Infantry Brigade, was searching for enemy
hideouts during the recent heavy fighting in Hiep Duc
Valley. (Photo by SP4 Gerald Lamb)
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Photo Caption: Infantrymen take a break in a thick wooded area while on a patrol. Their unit,
Company B, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, 196th Infantry Brigade, was searching for enemy hideouts
during the recent heavy fighting in Hiep Duc Valley. (Photo by Sp4 Gerald Lamb)
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4th-31st thwarts sappers

LZ SIBERIA (AMERICAL IO) - In the early morning hours a suspected platoon-size element of near-
naked NVA sappers launched an attack upon LZ Siberia, the remote mountaintop firebase of 4th
Battalion, 31st Infantry. The clash resulted in the death of ten NVA, and the capture of three AK-47s,
three RPG launchers, over one hundred unexploded CHICOM grenades, and numerous RPG rounds,
B-40 rounds and satchel charges.

"It all started about one o'clock in the morning," recounts Sergeant Bob Davis, Wilmington,
Delaware, who was serving as platoon sergeant of Delta Company's first platoon-the element on the
hill that night.

"We had a report of some movement in front of a bunker," recalled Sergeant Davis. Responding to
the message, Sergeant Davis and First Lieutenant David Blum, Mora, Minn., the platoon leader,
rushed to the bunker to investigate.

"Shortly after we arrived the CHICOMs started flying in," Sergeant Davis continued. "Then the RPG
round hit the bunker."

Sergeant Bob Delzell, Glendale, Calif, a squad leader with the platoon, described the ensuing
action: "It looked like there were several of them already through, and more still in the wire."

Sergeants Davis and Delzell, acting together, directed a heavy volume of retaliatory fire on the
aggressors and managed to silence the incoming grenades and AK fire.

"| still saw a moving shape very close to the bunker,” recalled Sergeant Delzell. "I couldn't believe it
was a sapper, it was too close!"

Continually pouring M-16 fire at the shape, Sergeant Delzell saw it repeatedly dive into and rise up
from a depression in the "no-man's land" area between the bunker line and the wire. "l figured he was
using a grease sump we have out there for cover," said Sergeant Delzell, "so | started lobbing frags
into it - I didn't see any movement after that.”

A first-light inspection revealed the ten enemy bodies each heavily camouflaged.

"they had on these basket-like belts used to carry in the CHICOMSs said Sergeant Davis.

The attack, though unsuccessful, initiated a three day battle throughout the entire Hiep Duc Valley
which was described by the Commander of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, Lieutenant Colonel
Kenneth Skaer, as the heaviest fighting ever recorded in the battalion AO.
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122 enemy fall
Div Recap: Week's

action increases

CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10) - Action in Southern | Corps saw a slight increase over the previous
week's action as the soldiers of the Division accounted for 122 enemy killed. In Operation Frederick
Hill the "Chargers" of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed 43 enemy, confiscated 17 individual weapons,
and uncovered an 18-bed hospital and dispensary. Elsewhere in Operation Geneva Park the "Brave
and Bold" of the 198th Infantry Brigade accounted for 20 enemy killed. Operation Iron Mountain saw
the "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Infantry Brigade kill 28 of the enemy and detain 22 in increased
action for the week.

Frederick Hill

Continuing their mission at Kham Duc, in the mountains 35 miles west of Tam Ky, the 2nd Battalion,
1st Infantry, inserted a platoon to search a suspected enemy location. The infantrymen soon found
and engaged an estimated platoon of NVA.

In the ensuing firefight, supported by helicopter gunships, four NVA were killed, three AK-47 rifles
and one light machine gun were captured.

The next afternoon, the 2nd Platoon of Delta Company made an important medical find, an 18-bed
NVA hospital and dispensary. Inside were eight metal boxes containing medical supplies.

The following day, Bravo Company flushed two NVA out of hiding while on a sweep. Both enemy
were killed and two AK-47 rifles captured along with 120 rounds of ammunition.

The "Gimlets" of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry, accounted for 15 enemy killed in several scattered
incidents northwest of Tam Ky.

In three days, Delta and Charlie Companies killed six enemy. A six man recon patrol from D
Company engaged and routed a squad of NVA, killing (continued on page 6) ‘Regulars' hit hot LZ, kill
5 (continued from page 1) one and capturing five packs, two large military radios, assorted
communications equipment, and a small hand generator.

In scattered action the "Polar Bears" of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry total 12 enemy killed and two
large food caches confiscated.

Early in the week, 50 pounds of rice and 450 pounds of corn were discovered in a concealed shelter
by the 1st platoon of Alpha Company on a sweep west of Tam Ky.

The following day nine more enemy were killed and a large rice cache was uncovered by the
company.

In the middle of the week while working with a CIDG force, Company D uncovered a 4,000 pound
rice cache from large woven wicker baskets while sweeping across a small hill covered with heawy
vegetation.

Geneva Park

During the week in light sporadic action the "Professionals” of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry
accounted for seven enemy killed.

Early in the week Delta Company while maneuvering in the mountainous terrain west of Chu Lai
discovered five freshly dug graves. The five kills were attributed to an action the company had several
days prior.

Action for the "Ready Rifles" of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry, was very light in the past week's
action as they accounted for two enemy killed and the capture of miscellaneous items.

Late in the week Echo Recon, while searching a village west of Quang Ngai City, found 600 feet of
barbed wire, eight heavy metal tubes and seven canteens hidden within the structures. The company
evacuated the materials.

In the lightest action of Operation Geneva Park the "Regulars" of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry
accounted for three enemy killed.

(Continued)
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Late in the afternoon the next day Bravo Company met heavy enemy resistance as they were
inserted into an area southeast of Chu Lai. "They took us under fire as soon as we hit the LZ," said
First Lieutenant Winston W. Moody, Houston, Tex., platoon leader. "We returned fire with small arms
and machineguns and the VC evaded." The enemy evaded to a nearby location and the infantrymen
re-established contact, killing two. A short time later, gunships, providing support for the company,
sighted more VC and fired on them with automatic weapons and rockets to account for three more
enemy killed. Bravo Company swept the area to find three field packs and three pistol belts.

Late in the week several Vietnamese turned over to H Troop, 17th Cavalty, four booby traps, one
fragmentation grenade and twelve mortar rounds.

Iron Mountain

In moderate action the "Gimlets" of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry killed 14 enemy soldiers, detained
nine and confiscated numerous miscellaneous items.

Early in the week Recon engaged an unknown size VC element in the early morning hours, killing
four of the enemy. Nine VC were detained as they fled in the area, adjacent to the South China Sea,
south of Duc Pho.

The 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry accounted for five enemy killed and 13 detained in the weeks action.
The "Sykes' Regulars" combined with the 26th Engineer Battalion to give the enemy two set backs by
uncovering as many caches.

Late in the week Company D made contact with an undetermined size enemy force on a mid-day
insertion in the lowlands north of Duc Pho. As a result of the action three VC were killed and 10
enemy suspects were detained.

The same day Company and the 26th Engineers dealt the enemy two blows with out firing a shot
during the day, while working in the Song Ve River delta north of Duc Pho. Company B found two AK-
47s while patrolling a treeline in the area. Later the combined elements uncovered a tunnel and
bunker complex. One bag of explosives, one bandoleer of loaded rifle magazines, one bag of
explosives, one bandoleer of loaded rifle magazines, one bag of metal frag pieces, 25 pounds of corn,
an assortment of booby-trap firing devices, and two CHICOM grenades were found in the complex,
which was destroyed.

In light contacts throughout the week the "Old Guard" of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry killed five
enemy soldiers and captured several weapons.

Late in the week D Company uncovered an enemy bunker complex while working in the mountains
northwest of Duc Pho.
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Photo Caption: This man from Delta Company 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, 196th Infantry Brigade,

stands near a booby trap to warn other men from his company. The company is operating west of LZ
West. (Photo by SP4 Triburcio Sanchez)



