4/3rd Infantry Battalion Compilation of Vietham Articles

Forwarding note from Leslie Hines, ADVA Vietnam era historian for 2019.

The Ameri cal Di vision Veteranés Association
reports, unit albums, casualty reports, KIA information, videos and maps relating to units that
served with the Americal Division. My work on this effort began way back in the 1990s. Many
items came from veterans sharing their news articles with me or from tedious efforts to locate and
transcribe the text and images from microfilm copies. Today the data base now holds
approximately 40% of the stories of our service in the Americal Division and supporting units. But
it is the result of my best effort.

| have realized that it might be difficult for a veteran to find stories about their battalion from the
data base if they did not have some computer skills. This compilation may come too late for some,
but it is always something that I h o presame btien t
helpful soul as | continued to add more material to the data base. But it is time that | start making
the effort. If for no other reason than to illustrate what can be done if someone makes the effort to
compile their own unit stories from the data base.

This compilation had to be liimited in scope. Items were selected fromfi Paci fi ¢ St ar
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and the AArmy Reportero which published many of the a
Information Office. It also includes brigade command newsletters (11th LIB & 198th LIB), the

division daily newsheets, the Americal Division magazines (12 issues), the Americal Division Book

(printed in July 1970), and 117 issues of the ASout he
Notable sources of stories that were not included in the compilation were the ADVA

Newsletter/Journal storiesandthe 4/3rdBat t al i on Newsl etters. Some of the
have been scanned as read only i maeel®esearchehe i ssues of

electronically and currently is complete. It would be possible to select several more articles if | had
time to research stories that did not provide the company name. For example a story might only
refer to the action of a unit of the Americal Division or the 11th/198th Bde engaging the enemy. If
the story indicated their were 23 enemy killed and a cache of 12 B-40 rockets | might be able to
identify that the company was from the 4/3rd Inf. Bn. from the Division S2/S3 TOC reports. Without
this extra research we only know that the action involved a unit that might or might not have been
the 4/3rd Inf. Bn.

Note: References to photos may indicate that we have an image taken from microfilm or xerox
copy. These may be found in PDF files in the historical data base or you may request copies of
the images the ADVA historian.

No tour books for the 4/31rd Inf. Bn. have been located to date. These books are similar to high
school year books. These were created under the direction of the officer assigned duties as
historian for the battalion. It is believed that there was one or two tour books for the 4/3d and
possibly a book made covering their training in Hawaii before coming to Vietham. The 11th
Brigade battalions had a tour book for 1969 for 4/21st Inf. Bn. and 1970 for the 1/20th Inf. Bn. .

A complete set of S2/S3 reports is available, but not provided in this compilation. Also there are
over 400 map overlays that were worked through photo shop that show many of the movements of
the 4/3rd Inf. Bn. in 1968. Only a few others were available for the other years.

Notable note:: The 4/3rd was a very active unit. This battalion did more air assaults than any other
Vietnam battalion except for battalions in the helicopter rich Airmobile Army Divisions.

Another source that has not been worked is the news releases sent to home town newspapers
with stories about our veterans.



From Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3rd_U.S. Infantry Regiment_(The_OIld_Guard)
4th Battalion 3rd Inf. Bn.

From 1966 to 1974, the 4th Battalion was part of the 11th and 198th
Infantry Brigades in Vietnam. The 4th Battalion was reactivated at Fort
Myer in 2008.

The 4th Battalion is currently composed of the following units:

i Headquarters & Headquarters Company (HHC), 4th Battalion, 3rd US Infantry Regiment (TOG)
(o] Tomb Guards, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
(0] The United States Army Drill Team
(o] Battalion Staff Sections: (S1, S2, S3, S4, S6)
T Alpha Company (Commander-In-Chief's Guard)
0 Three Colonial Marching Platoons
T Echo Company (Honor Guard Company)
(0] Escort Platoon
(0] Casket Platoon
(o] Firing Party
o] Continental Color Guardi4
T 289th Military Police Company
(o] Special Reaction Team

(0] 947th MP Detachment (K-9)

The OIld Guard Fife and Drum Corps

529th Regimental Support Company
Headquarters Section
Food Service Platoon
Maintenance Platoon

Transportation Platoon

O O O O O

Medical Platoon


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Drill_Team
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Staff_(military)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commander-in-Chief%27s_Guard_(3rd_Infantry_Regiment)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3rd_U.S._Infantry_Regiment_(The_Old_Guard)#cite_note-14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/289th_Military_Police_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_Reaction_Team
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Guard_Fife_and_Drum_Corps

Unit awards for the 4/3rd Inf. Bn.
SOURCE: Department of the Army Pamphlet 762-3

Unit Citation and Campaign Participation Credit Register

(1960-1978) Dated: May 1980

4th Bn, 3rd Inf
4th Bn, 3rd Inf
RVNGC2 Nov 68 - 28 Feb 69 DAGO 2, 1971
RVNGC24 Aug 69 - 31 Dec 69 DAGO 42, 1972
RVNGC31 Mar 70 - 30 Jun 70 DAGO 42, 1972
RVNGCS8 Feb 71 - 30 Apr 71 DAGO 42, 1972
HHC, 4th Bn, 3rd Inf
RVNGCC 1 Apr 71 - 30 Jun 71 DAGOO 6, 1971
Recon Platoon, Co E 4th Bn, 3rd Inf
PUCG6-7 Sep 68 DAGO 75, 1969

ABBREVIATIONS:

DAGO: Department of the Army General Order

PUC: U.S. Army Presidential Unit Citation

VUA: U.S. Army Valorous Unit Award

MUC: U.S. Army Meritorious Unit Citation

RVNGC: Republic Of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit Citation

RVNCAHM Republic of Vietham Civil Actions Honor Medal - First Class
Unit Citation

N-PUC U.S. Navy Presidential Unit Citation

N-MUC U.S. Navy Meritorious Unit Citation

HHC Headquarters & Headquarters Company

HHB Headquarters & Headquarters Battery

DETACH Detachment
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AMERICAL DIVISION HISTORY
PART |

The reactivated Americal Division owes its early history to the formation of a task force which
deployed to the South Pacific in World War Il. In 1942, a task force was formed to defend the
island of New Calendonia. The organization, designated Task Force 6814, was commanded by
Brigadier General Alexander M. Patch. It left New York on Jan. 23, 1942 for New Caledonia,
going by way of Panama and Australia. The original Task Force 6814 was composed of the 132d,
164th and 182d Infantry Regiments; the 245th, 246th and 247th Field Artillery Battalions (Light);
and the 221st Field Artillery Battalion (Medium). Forty-five percent of the strength came from
Massachusetts troops of the 26th Infantry Division's 51st Infantry Regiment; the remainder came
mostly from lllinois and North Dakota. The troops trained on board ship while enroute to New
Caledonia and after arrival at Noumea, New Caledonia on March 12, 1942, continued training for
combat in jungle terrain.

On May 27, 1942, the task force was reconstituted and organized as the AMERICAL DIVISION.
The name was derived from combining "America" and "Caledonia". The newly-designated
division adopted a shoulder patch of four white stars on a blue field. The stars are in the form of
the Southern Cross, indicating organization of the division south of the Equator.

The division continued training until the 164th Infantry Regiment went into action on
Guadalcanal on Oct. 13, 1942 -- the first U.S. Army unit to conduct an offensive operation against
the enemy in any theater during World War Il. Elements of the division defended Henderson Field
against heavy enemy at tacks during Oct. 23 through Oct. 25, 1942 and took part in the offensive
across the Matanikau River in November. Organized resistance ended in January and the
division left the front lines Feb. 9, 1943.

The Americal Division moved to the Fiji Islands beginning March 5, 1943 to assume the defense
of the main island of Viti Navu and to engage in extensive training. During the period Dec. 25,
1943 to Jan. 12, 1944 the Americal landed on Bougainville. The division went on the offensive
during March and April 1944, driving the Japanese east of the Maravia River and seized strategic
hill masses and commanding terrain. Training and long-range patrol activity then continued until
Nov. 30, 1944, when the division was relieved. On Jan. 8, 1945, the division moved to Leyte and
Samar to take part in cleaning out the remaining Japanese forces on those islands. Leaving on
March 13, 1945 from Leyte, the division landed on Cebu on March 26 and seized the city airfield
in two days. Divisional combat teams made landings on Bohol Negros and Mindanao, where they
cleared out pockets of resisting Japanese. On June 17 the division returned to Cehu, arriving on
June 25. Training continued on Cebu for the proposed invasion of Japan.

On Sept. 10, 1945, the Americal Division landed in Japan and took part in the occupation of the
Yokohama-Kawasaki-Yokosuka area. Elements began to leave on Nov. 29, 1945 for the United
States where the division was inactivated on Dec. 12, 1945, at Fort Lawton, Washington.

WWII: Battle Credits and Awards:
Campaign Patrticipation Credit:
World War II: Guadalcanal: Northern Solomons: Southern Philippines (w/arrowhead): Leyte
Decorations:
Presidential Unit Citation (Navy) - Streamer Embroidered:
GUADALCANAL
Philippine Presidential Unit Citation - Streamer Embroidered:
October 17, 1944 to July 4, 1945
Distinguished Unit Citation to Company E, 182d Infantry
Regiment, March 10 - March 11, 1944



PART Il
AMERICAL DIVISION HISTORY in Vietnam through 1967:

In Feb. 1967, COMUSMACYV, General William C. Westmoreland, formed a
planning  group to organize an Army task force to send to the troubled |

Corps area of South Vietna m. This planning group, led by Major General

William B. Rosson (later Lieutenant General) formed a multi - brigade
force comprised of the 196 th Light Infantry Brigade; the 1st Brigade,

101st Airborne Division; and the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division

(late r designated 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry Division).

The task force became operational April 20, 1967, under control of 11|

Marine Amphibious Force (Il MAF), with the 196th beginning operations
near Chu Lai, in Quang Tin and Quang Ngai Provinces, and the 3d
Brigade, 4th Infantry conducting search and destroy operations in
Southern Quang Ngai Province. In May, 1967, the 1st Brigade, 101st
Airborne arrived at Duc Pho and began operations in the jungles west of
there.

Early offensive operations conducted by Task Force Oregon included:
Malheur 1, and Malheur Il, Hood River, Benton, and Cook. On Sept. 11,
1967, Operation Wheeler was launched against elements of the 2nd NVA
Division in the area northwest of Chu Lai.

On Sept. 22, 1967, Brigadier General Sa muel W. Koster assumed
command
of the task force, succeeding Maj. General Richard T. Knowles. On Sept.

25, 1967, Task Force Oregon was reconstituted and redesignated as
the Americal Division with an organization to consist of the 196th,

198th and 11th Infantry Brigades. Operation Wheeler continued and on
October 4, 1967, the 3rd Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) was

placed under operational control of the Americal Division. The "Garry

Owen" brigade immediately launched Operation Wallowa in the northern
sector of the Americal's area of operation. On October 22, 1967 the
198th Light Infantry Brigade arrived in Vietnam to become part of the

Americal Division. The 198th Deployed initially to Duc Pho for combat
training. Upon completion of the training, the brigade moved to the

Chu Lai area and relieved the 196th Brigade in place. The 196th then

assumed responsibility for the operational area of the 1st Brigade,

101st Airborne Division, which departed the Americal Division for Il

Corps Tactica | Zone on November 26, 1967. Operation Wheeler and

Wallowa were combined on November 11, and the Wheeler/Wallowa operation

conducted by the 196th Infantry Brigade, and the 3rd Brigade, 1st Air

Cavalry set the pace for Americal action in Quang Nam Province S.
An official change of colors ceremony was held on October 26, and

the

Americal Division became the seventh Army Division fighting in Vietham.

General S.W. Koster, Commanding General, Americal Division, was

promoted to Major General on the same day. Battalions of the 3d
Brigade, 4th Infantry Division were employed in the Duc Pho area of

operations throughout 1967 and in 1968 controlled Operation Muscatine.
Maneuver battalions of the brigade were also deployed in the northern

provinces, and took part in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. The 3d Brigade
conducted combat operations in the mountains west of Duc Pho, and

assisted in

the combat orientation of the 198th Light Infantry Brigade during
October and November 1967, and of the 11th Light Infantry Brigade ,

which arrived in Vietnam on December 20. Operation Muscatine, a multi -
battalion operation in the northern districts of Quang Ngai Province,

was launched in early December by the 198th Brigade and units of the

3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry. The 3d Brigade, 4 th Infantry assumed

control of the operation January 2, 1968.



The "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Infantry Brigade deployed

initially to
Combat operations were ater begun in the Duc Pho area of operat
The end of 1967 saw the organization of the Americal Division as

follows:
196th Brigade; the 198th Brigade; 11th Brigade; 3d Brigade, 4th

Infantry; and the 3d Brigade, 1st Cavalry.

-END-

Duc Pho, and underwent combat training in that area.

ions.
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06Jan68-VIETNAM COMMUNIQUE

Americal Division - The 4300-man 11th Infantry Brigade arrived in-country to join the division in
southern | Corps Tactical Zone. There are three maneuver battalions, one artillery battalion and
combat service support units in the brigade. Units of the 3rd Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division, in
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa, killed 45 enemy in one day's action. Gunships of the 1st Squadron 9th
Cavalry used searchlights to spot 25 enemy sampans along the Truong Giang River. The choppers
sunk all 25 sampans and killed one enemy soldier.

03Feb68-VIETNAM COMMUNIQUE

Americal Division - In frequent and heavy contact with enemy forces throughout the southern portion
of the | Corps Tactical Zone, units reported kiling 162 enemy. The heaviest fighting erupted in
Operation Muscatine. Elements of the 198th Light Infantry Brigade trapped a large number of enemy
and served as a blocking force as 80 enemy were killed by infantrymen of the 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry
Division. In Operation Wheeler/Wallowa the 3rd Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division killed 49 enemy in
numerous contacts in the Que Son Valley area. Five enemy were killed by members of the 11th Light
Infantry Brigade in actions near Duc Pho.



Army Reporter Article:
30Mar68-Task Force Barker Turns Tables on 3 VC Companies

DUC PHO, (AMERICAL-IO)

-Infantry and cavalry units of the 11th Light Infantry Brigade's Task Force Barker, Americal Division,
backed by artillery and air strikes, turned the tables on three Viet Cong companies in actions in the
southern coastal section of | Corps recently.

The four-hour engagement left a total of 68 enemy dead on the battlefield by actual body count and
five weapons captured. Units sweeping the area from a point near the village of My Lei to the sea
were still rounding up prisoners and abandoned weapons the next day.

Initial Engagement

Company A was moving into the area on a routine operation aboard armored personnel carriers
(APC) of E Troop, 1st Cavalry, led by 1st Lt. James Oley. The carriers halted to discharge troops
shortly after noon, but before the men could disembark, the tracks were hit with rocket, mortar and
machinegun fire.

"Two of the tracks received direct hits by mortars," according to SSgt. Bobby J. Brown, a Co. A
squad leader, "They pulled into a circle facing four directions to let the troops out, and began shooting
back with their .50 cal. machine guns and M60s.

Corporal Joseph N. Mason Jr., also of Co. A, was inside one of the APCs which was hit by a mortar
round. He saw one of its M60 gunners get hit, took over the gun and continued to return fire.

Arty, Air Support

Support fire form the 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery was called in to hold the VC battalion-sized unit at
bay, and Air Force F-105 Thunderchiefs came in to blast enemy positions.

The 11th Bdeds Aviati on Det ac Hmth Aviation GothpaByramived
on the scene to cover the APCs and Co A's advance.

Ground troops and cavalry continued t o receive heavy mortar and automatic weapons fire, and
more air strikes were called.

"In all, we called four air strikes by the Air Force and had helicopters on station over the area, three
different times," Lt. Col. Frank Barker, task force commander, said.

Captain Patrick Trinkle, Co. A commander, in the field with his troops, was wounded by a bullet and
shrapnel in the shoulder and legs at 2:30 p.m., but remained in command of his company until the
enemy broke contact at about 5:30 p.m.

Search Continues

"The units were able to sweep the entire area to the coast and back," Col. Barker stated.

The search for enemy dead, wounded and weapons, as well as troops hidden in spiderholes,
tunnels and bunkers continued until dark. Reinforcements from Company B, 4th Battalion, 3rd
Infantry linked up with Co. A and the two oultfits set up a perimeter defense until dawn the next day.

Atrtillery continued to provide covering fire throughout the night to check enemy movements, and an
Air Force AT-47 Puff, the Magic Dragon aircraft equipped with Vulcan min-guns flew cover over the
perimeter defense most of the night.

An ambush patrol by Co. B killed two VCs during the night, capturing one weapon and the two
companies, with the APCs from E Troop, continued to search the area the next day.

gunshi ps



08Jun68-Americal Concludes Operation
CHU LAI, (AMERICAL-IO)-Elements of the Americal Division's 11th Infantry Brigade recently
concluded Operation Norfolk Victory in the mountainous terrain southwest of Quang Ngai City.

Recurring intelligence reports of Viet Cong supply channels and caches in the area brought the 1st
Battalion, 20th Infantry sweeping into the hills, supported by armored personnel carriers and
helicopter gunships.

The report on the 12-day operation reads like a hardware shopping list as the companies uncovered
numerous VC munitions stockpiles.

Tunnel and bunker caches yielded 131 individual and crew-served weapons, including two complete
mortars: more than 4,000 rounds of small arms and machinegun ammunition: and 3,000 pounds of
other types of explosives.

Other units operating on the fringe of Norfolk Victory had similar success. The 4th Battalion, 3rd
Infantry, sweeping the area west of Quang Ngai, recovered 115 weapons from a single cache. A
captured North Vietnamese soldier led one unit to another smaller cache.

08Jun68-Long Hot Summer

Americal Captures Enemy Salt

CHU LAI, (AMERICAL-IO) - In a hot tropical country such as Vietnam, salt can be as important as
ammunition to an army in wartime. So when Charlie loses a supply of salt to the tune of 150 tons or
more, it hurts.

The latest large-scale capture of enemy salt supplies came in two separate places in the Americal
Division's 11th Infantry Brigade's area of operations recently.

The first haul was found by aero scouts of the 123d Aviation Battalion
(B/123rd Avn Bn) during a combat assault on the Batangan Peninsula northeast of Quang Ngai City.
They discovered 45 tons of salt and a processing plant along the coast.

Company B, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry uncovered an additional 41,000 pounds three days later
during a sweep of the same area.

The two units spent three days loading the salt into sand bags and evacuating it by helicopter. In all,
over 5,000 bags were recovered.

Meanwhile troops of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry cornered their share of the salt market when
they discovered 85 tons of salt stockpiled on the shore of the South China Sea 10 miles southeast of
Duc Pho.

Captain Winston Gouzoules, civil affairs officer underscored the importance of the capture in
commenting. "There are no salt mines in Vietnam, and the only source of it is salt gathered along the
seacoast by evaporating seawater.

The usable salt has been turned over to the Government of Vietnam for distribution to refugees in
southern Quang Ngai Province.




Army Reporter article
03Aug68-Woman Leads Troops To Weapons, Suspect

CHU LAI, (AMERICAL-IO) -A Vietnamese woman helped the Americal Division's 4th Battalion, 3rd
Infantry uncover a small weapons cache and capture one Viet Cong suspect during a recent offensive
sweep northwest of Quang Ngai City.

The cache, discovered just south of the area where the 11th Infantry Brigade is conducting
Operation Muscatine, included six rifles, 11 loaded magazines, one speaker system and a rusted
typewriter.

The entrance looked like any other hole in ground covered over with growing brush.

"We'd never have found the tunnel if the woman hadn't pointed it out," Staff Sergeant Wayne O.
Patterson, a platoon sergeant said, "It's impossible to investigate everything that looks like a tunnel.”

As Sergeant Peter G. McGeough entered the tunnel, he found some rifle clips.

"When | found the clips | knew we were on to something," McGeough said. "About 30 feet farther
we found the weapons wrapped in plastic. Some were in excellent condition, completely oiled down
and ready to go."

Private First Class Allan Green, who accompanied McGeough, said, "I new there was someone in
the tunnel because | smelled cigarette smoke and saw fresh tracks."

After the tunnel was cleared of weapons, Patterson grabbed a pistol and small gas lamp and started
in. "The tunnel kept zig zagging back and forth,” he said. About 500 yards from the weapons the
tunnel split.

"Suddenly a man yelled something directly in front of us," Patterson continued. "I called to him and
fired three shots with my .45 so he wouldn't come up on us with a grenade he probably started talking
when he saw the light because he didn't want to get shot.”

The suspect was quickly apprehended and taken to Landing Zone Dottie for questioning.

Army Reporter Article
17Aug68-Americal Communique

Americal Div

The Americal Division killed 127 enemy during a week of frequent and scattered fighting.

Units of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade killed eight VC and one NVA during scattered action in
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa. Six of the kills were reported by door gunners of the command and
control helicopter from the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry. Units of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry killed
three enemy in separate incidents west of Tam Ky.

Elements of the 11th Light Infantry Brigade reported sporadic contacts throughout Wang [sic-Quang]
Ngai Province as they killed 10 enemy and detained 10 suspects. Soldiers of the 3rd Battalion, 1st
Infantry killed seven enemy during reconnaissance operations five miles northwest of Duc Pho.
Another element of the battalion, sweeping an area 11 miles northwest of Duc Pho, killed two enemy
in separate contacts. The battalion's command and control helicopter reported killing one Viet Cong
soldier 14 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

1st Avn Bde

Pilots and door gunners this week killed 333 enemy.

While flying a reconnaissance mission near Chu Lai, Captain Herman Castle of the 71st Assault
Helicopter Company, 14th Combat Aviation Battalion noticed that a Marine jet airplane had ditched in
the ocean. He quickly proceeded to the area. Though not equipped for rescue operations, Captain
Castle and crewmen succeeded in pulling the Marine aviator out by having him hang on to the skids of
the gunship. The pilot then flew to a beach where an ambulance was waiting to take the pilot to
hospital for treatment.



Army Reporter Article
28Sep68-Vietham Communique

Americal Div

In a week of heavy action elements of the Americal Division reported killing 227 enemy soldiers.

Fighting flared in Operation Champaign Grove, as elements of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry and
the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry and 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry killed 62 enemy soldiers.

They engaged an enemy force late in the afternoon five miles west of Quang Ngai City. When
contact was lost in early evening, 61 enemy had been killed and 12 individual and four crew-served
weapons captured.

On another day infantrymen and cavalrymen of Task Force Galloway killed 38 enemy and captured
14 weapons in the same operations.

In the day's largest action, a troop of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry engaged and enemy force six
miles west of Quang Ngai City and killed 20 NVA soldiers. Other elements killed 15 NVA soldiers and
one VC in action centered six miles west-northwest of Quang Ngai City.

Helicopter crews from the 123rd Combat Aviation Battalion reported killing 27 enemy soldiers while
flying in support of the Americal's 198th Light Infantry Brigade. The gunship crews found an estimated
enemy company in the open nine miles south of Chu Lai shortly before dark. The helicopter engaged
the enemy with machinegun fire. As the VC withdrew, ground troops inserted into the area counted
22 bodies and captured three individual weapons. (Speculate that this is B/123rd and the Aero
Scouts).




Army Reporter Article
050ct68-Informant program helps Americal

CHU LAI, (AMERICAL) - They came at first in twos and threes, then they came by the dozen. Small
boys carrying yokes with baskets full of bullets, grenades and firing devices and older boys wheeling
bicycles with 3.5-inch rockets and 81mm mortar shells tied across the seats and handlebars.

No, they were not part of a VC supply column winding down the Ho Chi Minh trail. The weapons
were destined for recovery or demolition by the 11th Infantry Brigade. This steady trickle of
ammunition, explosives and weapons away from the VC and into the hands of the Allies is part of the
Volunteer Informant Program (VIP).

About twice each week Captain Winston Gouzoules, civil affairs officer for the Americal Division's
4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry drives in his jeep to a quiet crossroads off Highway 1 just outside the village
of Xuan Yen Tay. He is equipped with a few helpers and a fat wad of piasters.

The sight of his jeep is the signal for his horde of roving salvagers to come pouring out of the treeline
and down along the footpaths carrying the lost hidden or abandoned ammunition.

"The volume is just unbelievable," he says. "Just about every time we go out there, these kids bring
in more ammunition and explosives than most companies uncover on a combat assault.”

The children, some of the m barely able to drag their loads of heavy hardware along the road,
cluster around the jeep. Captain Gouzoules takes their names, checks the items they turn in and
pays the appropriate bounty from his bankroll.

As the wad gets thinner, the back of the jeep gets fuller, until the vehicle is packed withordnance.



Army Reporter Article
16Dec68-B-52 crewmen view their work close-up

QUANG NGAI (Americal) -

Six B-52 Stratofortess bomber crewmen took their first close look at the combat areas they have
been supporting for the last few months when they visited the Americal Division's 11th Infantry
Brigade.

Through a joint effort by the 7th Air Force and the Americal Division, the B52 team was able to
observe the effects of their recent bombing missions in the 11th Brigade areas of operations.

Maj. Fred Smith, brigade aviation officer, took the six men on a tour of the base camp and later to
watch actual operations by elements of the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., and 1st Bn., 20th Inf., who were executing
the type of operation that the bombers have been supporting.

Interested in the effectiveness of their air support during the fighting at Ha Thanh Special Forces
camp 16 miles west of Quang Ngai City in early September, the Guam-based crewmen were flown by
helicopter to the site of the communist siege.

There they talked with Special Forces advisors and were presented with souvenir crossbows and
spears as a token of appreciation for their seven-mile-high support. Smith then flew them over the
areas where their saturation bombing missions had helped stop the build-up of enemy forces weeks
before.

Having never before seen the type of combat tactics employed by their ground counterparts, the
team was surprised to learn that the infantrymen are continually playing a hide-and-seek game with
an enemy who does not usually fight in large groups.

After a day of close observation, the crew returned once again to their giant bomber to provide
powerful support to the infantryman's ground battle. But now they had a better idea of what these
men below them were doing.



Army Reporter Article
03Mar69Vietham Communique Feb. 10 to Feb. 16

Americal Div

In widely action soldiers of the Americal Division killed 198 enemy.

On Feb. 14, division elements killed 44 enemy. Soldiers from the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. killed 26 VC in
scattered actions centered seven miles northeast of Quang Ngai City. In the heaviest fighting, 16 VC
were Kkilled in a single encounter at 11 a.m. 4 miles from the city. The infantrymen detained 31
suspects in the same area.

Feb. 16, Americal soldiers supported by artillery and gunships killed 38 enemy in scattered actions,
prior to the suspension of offensive operations for the 24-hour Tet truce.

In that action elements of the 196th Light Infantry Bde. accounted for 17 Viet Cong killed and found
3,300 pounds of rice in three caches. Soldiers of the 1st Bn., 46th Inf. killed nine enemy in actions 21
miles northwest of Tam Ky. Gunship crews from F Troop, 8th Cav. added three VC in two encounters
west of Tam Ky, while other brigade elements accounted for five additional VC.

Thirty-seven enemy were killed by Americal soldiers on Feb. 10.

Of that 37 the 11th Light Infantry Bde. and supporting units were credited with 18. A brigade forward
air controller reported seven enemy killed in airstrikes nine miles north-northwest of Duc Pho.
Infantrymen of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. killed six in actions 16 miles west of Quang Ngai City, while an
elements of the 3rd Bn., 1st Inf. added two in Operation Vernon Lake. Soldiers from the 4th Bn., 3rd
Inf. killed one VC and detained 13 others in an action northwest of the city.

07Apr69-Vietham Communique  March 17 to March 23

Offensive moves into 4th week

Americal Div

Americal Division soldiers encountered generally light and scattered fighting during the week.

Men of the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. fought off a sharp attack against a landing zone 19 miles westnorthwest
of Tam Ky March 19, killing eight enemy soldiers and detaining one other after fierce hand-to-hand
fighting.

On March 2, an Air Force forward air controller (FAC) was flying over an area about seven miles
west-northwest of Quang Ngai City when he spotted some 60 VC in the open. The FAC called in
artillery fire form the 1st Bn., 14th Arty., which resulted in 15 Viet Cong killed.

In an action March 21, the crew of the command and control helicopter (A/123rd CAB) of the 26th
Engineer Bn. engaged 12 enemy six miles southeast of Tam Ky and killed eight.

12May69-Vietham Communique Apr. 21-27

Americal Div

Americal Division forces reported killing 30 enemy in skirmishes spread throughout the southern |
Corps area on Apr. 25.

Soldiers of the 198th Light Inf. Bde. killed 14 enemy in a number of clashes northeast of Quang Ngai
City. The remainder of the division's kills came in numerous contacts throughout its area of
operations.

Ten miles southwest of Duc Pho on the following day, Co. A of the Americal's 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. found
an enemy base camp containing 35 bomb shelter-type bunkers, a 50- to 60-man mess area, and
separate areas for enlisted men and officers.

In widely separate actions around Tam Ky and Quang Ngai yesterday, division elements killed three
North Viethamese soldiers and 15 Viet Cong.




Army Reporter Article

2 June 1969 Roller derby star now hoofs it for Americal

LZ BRONCO - Soldiers of the Americal Division come from various backgrounds and many had
unusual professions in civilian life.

Pfc. Robert Dancell of the 11th Bde.4th Bn., 3rd Inf . is one such soldier, having been a
professional roller derby skater before he came into the Army.

Dancell considers roller derby to be a highly competitive body contact sport, and became
interested in it through previous skating experience and televised roller derby matches. He
attended a training center in 1963 and started skating professionally in 1965.

Under the contract with the Original Derby League Dancell played for the Honolulu Hawaiians,
the San Francisco Bay Bombers, the MidWest Pioneers, and the New York Chiefs. While playing
for the Mid -West Pioneers, he won a sixlap speed race.

A professional roller derby club is composed of a seven-man team and a severwoman team.
Separate competitions for each of the teams are held between opposing clubs. The five players
who are actually in the rink at any one time are called a "pack" which consists of two "jammers,
two "blockers" and a "pivot man" who can serve either as a "blocker” or a "jammer." Dancell, a
wiry 5 feet, 6 inches, became a "jammer," possessing the qualities o$peed and maneuverability
which are needed to by-pass the opposing "blockers" and score points in the allotted time of 70
seconds.

Dancell attended City College in San Francisco for two years as a premedical student, and later
as an accounting major before leaving school to travel with his team.

Army Reporter Article

21 July 1969 Vietnam communigue - June 30July 6

Americal Div - Soldiers from the Americal Division killed 25 Communists in wide -ranging action
June 30. The largest encounter claimed tle lives of seven VC and two NVA soldiers 12 miles west
of Tam Ky.

Infantry and other units from the division July 2 killed 15 NVA soldiers . Co. A, 3rd Bn., 1st Inf.
soldiers engaged the Communists four miles south of Duc Pho. Elsewhere, Americal soldiers
found 66 decomposed bodies- all but one of which were discovered in graves 12 miles northwest
of Quang Ngai on July 2.

Division soldiers July 6 killed seven Reds and found the bodies of 16 more struck down by
artillery. In another action the same day, soldiers from Co. A, 4th Bn., 3rd Inf ., discovered three
NVA soldiers following them. The Americans killed all three in the firefight that followed.




Army Reporter Article

25 August 1969- Villagers returned safely after Americal routs VC

CHU LAI - The Americal Division's Operation Russell Beach, a long-range pacification
campaign which began in January ended recently.

The operation began with a massive 8,500man cordon around the Batagnan Peninsula,
a longtime Viet Cong stronghold 10 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City in southern |
Corps.

Besides the two Americal Division battalions - the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf ., 11th Inf. Bde., and
the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. , 198th Inf. Bde.- other allied forces in the operation were two
battalions from the 2nd ARVN divis ion, two battalions of U.S. Marines and U.S. Navy
swift boats patrolling off the coast.

The Marine phase of the operation was known as Operation Bold Mariner, and the
Marines came under the control of the Americal when their phase ended.

The Americal Division units accounted for 158 VC killed during the operation, and
other units brought the combined total to almost 225 Communists Killed.

The overall objective of the operation was to remove the entire civilian populace from
the peninsula and weed out the enemy, VC suspects and members of the VC
infrastructure.

After the allied cordon was in place across the neck of the peninsula, an intense Psyops
campaign persuaded more than 12,000 persons from the peninsula to evacuate the area.
The refugees were moved by Americal Division helicopters to a combined holding and
interrogation center near Quang Ngai, where government officials carefully inspected the
peninsul ads residents.

Screening at the center isolated more than 250 members of the VC infrastucture,
almost 220 VC suspects, more than 100 prisoners of war, and 32 Hoi Chanhs.

Operation Russell Beach began during the height of the rainy season, and movement on
the peninsula was slowed for several days because of flooded rice paddies and swollen
rivers that bisected the mushroom-shaped tip of land.

However, tactical planners were also counting on the heavy rains to flood tunnels,
bunkers, and underground hiding places and drive the residents to the surface where
they could be located more easly.

During the pacification phase, which began in Mid -February, the refugees were
provided with food, building materials and transportation by Quang Ngai province
officials, and the rebuilding process began.

Engineer s fr om26ihiErgr. Bnmoempletedal nétsork of roads that
linked the peninsula to Highway 1, the roadway that spans the length of Vietham, and to
Quang Ngai City.

A permanent firebase, LZ Minuteman, was established in the heart of the peninsula
and Viethamese Regional and Popular Force soldiers and their families were brought in
to provide protection for the returning refugees.

By the operation's end, three new villages had been constructed, and the presence of
the Republic of Vietham government had been established.

(There is a government SEAPC video of the ceremony formally opening access to the
villages).
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22 September 1969 Vietnam communiqué - September 1-7
Americal Div - Americal Division soldiers killed 22 NVA regulars in the most significant
contact of a day of generally light action Sept. 2.

Mechanized infantrymen of Troop A. 1st Squadron, 1st Armored Cav .,
sighted a large number of enemy in the jungle five miles southwest of Duc Pho.

Supported by Infantrymen of Co. C, 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., the soldiers fought a
running battle that lasted until late evening. When the enemy withdrew that left behind
22 dead, eight AK47 rifles, a Communist light machinegun, a .57mm recoilless rifle and a
RPG launcher.

The next day, Americal soldiers found 17 additional NVA bodies in the area,
raising the death toll of the battle to 39.

130ct69Sgt defies bullets

CHU LAI -ltisn't every day that a man gets hit by 12 AK47 rounds and lives to talk about it, but
an Americal Division soldier did just that.

Sgt. Facundo Ramos was on a sweep with his platoon from the 11th Inf. Bde, near LZ San Juan
Hill, west of Duc Pho. [Sgt Ramos served with C Co. 4/3rd Inf. Bn.}

Suddenly the element ran into three NVA soldiers coming down the trail.

Men yelled and bulle ts screamed all around. Then, as suddenly as they came, the NVA were
gone. Slowly, the platoon checked for casualties.

Ramos felt around and discovered that he had been hit 12 times where bullets had either pierced
or cut into this clothing and gear.

One round put holes in the side and back of his helmet. Another sliced the bayonet off his belt.
Several smashed into his ammo pouch, ripping the ammo out.

The remainder of the 12 bullets pierced the equipment on his back-his air mattress, poncho and
rucksack. But incredibly enough Ramos didn't even have a scratch.

20 October 1969 Vietham communigué - Sept. 29-Oct 5
Americal Div - In a 55-minute long contact on Sept. 30, infantrymen of Co. B, 2nd Bn., 35th Inf.
were engaged by an estimated NVA company 25 miles northwest of Pleiku City. Reinforced by
artillery, gunships and a company of troops from the Mobile Strike Force, 25 enemy were Killed.

Americal Division Infantrymen killed 13 VC and NVA soldiers in six unconnected
action Oct. 3. In thelargest action of the day, ground troops of Co. D, 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., fought and
killed five NVA two miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Else where, men of Co. D, 4th Bn., 31st Inf., killed two members of a four -man enemy
force they saw moving through the dense jungle 18 miles west of Tam Ky.

In sporadic contacts around Tam Ky on Oct. 1, Americal Division soldiers killed 10
enemy soldiers. Infantrymen from Co. E, 4th Bn., 31st Inf., killed six VC soldiers while on a
reconnaissancein-force operation, in the largest action of the day.

On Oct. 4, infantrymen of Co. D, 1st Bn., 46th Inf., killed two NVA soldiers in the
jungles five miles west of Tam Ky.

Later in the week, infantrymen from the same unit killed two enemy 12 miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

On Oct. 5, soldiers of Co. G, 75th Inf. surprised five NVA along a jungle trail nine
miles southwest of Duc Pho, killing three.




19Jan7QVietnam communique December 29, January 4
Enemy hit by air and ground fire

Americal Division

On January 3, an NVA unit of u ndetermined -size made an abortive ground attack on elements
of the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf ., Americal Division five miles south of Duc Pho. Supported by Air Force
flare ships and helicopter gunships, the Americal soldier beat back the NVA sappers, killing 29
before the remainder of the enemy force retreated into the darkness.

The next day, the infantry element of F Troop, 17th Cav. discovered an enemy complex 12 miles
northwest of Tam Ky in which was found 400 pounds of unpolished rice.

Joining the search,men of Co. B. 3rd Bn. 21st Inf. found another 2,500 pounds of rice and spotted
seven enemy soldiers dashing into a concealed tunnel opening. The seven enemy were killed.
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06Jul70Vietham communique June 1521
Fourth blocks enemy , kills 29 .......

Americal Div

Americal infantrymen killed 22 enemy soldiers June 16 in scattered actions. Most of the contacts
took place in the Americal's 11th Bde.'s area of operations. Seven enemy soldiers were killed
when elements of the 11th Bde. engaged a dozen enemy soldiers along the Song Tra Khuc River,
25 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Twenty -three more enemy soldiers were killed by Americal troops the following day.

In | Corps on June 18, members of the Americal Division accounted for five enemy killed.
Infantrymen from Co. D., (?2/1st) 1st Inf., killed the five enemy soldiers in an area about nine
miles west of Tam Ky.

Twenty -four more enemy soldiers were killed the next day in scattered actions. An element of
the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., killed six of the foe in several contacts in the mountains eight miles south of
Duc Pho.

The Americal's Co. A., 1st Bn., 6th Inf., found and evacuated four tons of rice. The rice was
discovered in an area eight miles northeast of Quang Ngai city.

Americal infantrymen killed 13 enemy soldiers in scattered contacts June 20. An element of the
Americal's 52nd Inf. (1/52 Inf. Bn.), discovered and evacuated about two tons of unpolished rice.
The rice was found 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai. In an area two miles away from that find,
Co. A, 1st Bn., 6th Inf., later found and evacuated 3 1/2 tons of rice.

03Aug70- Man could 'feel Page 12
bullets hitting

FSB SAN JUAN HILL - A pointman of the Americal Division's 11th Bde. recentl y found out
what it is like to have his weapon misfire when confronting an NVA at 10 meters.

Pfc. Larry D. Toman, Co. A, 4th Bn., 3rd Inf ., was walking point for the 3rd Platoon on a
reconnaissance patrol six miles southwest of Duc Pho. "We
had just entered the woodline when we heard a warning shot," said Toman.

The platoon moved forward another 30 meters into the woodline. Toman, walking up to a
natural stone step to higher ground looked up to see an NVA with an AK47 looking back at him.

"As soon as | saw him | pulled the trigger -and had a misfire. When he pulled his trigger | could
see the smoke coming out of his barrel and | could just feel the bullets hitting me," related Toman.
He immediately dived into some brush with bullets impacting at his feet and the ominous sound
of the
AK47 firing away on full automatic.

Sgt. Marice LaRock was walking behind Toman. When the NVA opened up he dived for cover
and returned fire, but the NVA had already jumped back into the brush.

Toman never knew how close he had come to being hit until he found a clean hole through his
rucksack.

"It took me a long time to build up enough confidence to walk point because of the stories they
told us in advanced infantry training about a face -to-face meeting with NVA soldiers. Now |
know that they were talking about," concluded Toman.



Army Reporter Article

17Aug70- Patrol net 6 NVA, 1 VC Page 12

FSB SAN JUAN HILL - On a day of small-element ambush missions, an Americal Division unit
netted six NVA and one V C.

Operating in the rough, mountainous terrain six miles west of Duc Pho, the men of Co. A, 4th
Bn., 3rd Inf. , also confiscated four weapons and other enemy gear.

In the early morning, the 3rd platoon set up its site on a ridgeline overlooking a well -used trail.
They were soon rewarded as two NVA walked into a deadly barrage.

After securing confiscated gear, including an AK47, the platoon moved down the trail to set up
another ambush position. Again they were successful as two more NVA walked int o their
waiting trap.

Said Pfc. Larry Toman, "We cautiously moved toward the bodies and discovered they were both
officers."

"When we moved down the trail to set another ambush, we never dreamed we would get two
more officers headed to meet the two we had killed that morning,” said platoon leader Lt. Gene D.
Phillipson.

From that site, the men confiscated one AK47 and a Chinese pistol. "The officer carrying the AK
was prepared. he had his weapon on full automatic and had a full banana clip in it, " added
Toman.

In the meantime, the 81mm mortar platoon had been patrolling the area looking for a suitable
ambush site when the point man, Sgt. Alvis Humphries, suddenly came face -to-face with an NVA
coming down the trail from the opposite direction.

Sgt David Whalen also fired his M16. The NVA immediately dropped his SKS rifle and ran back
down the trail. When the squad finally caught up with the wounded NVA, he was already dead.

Late in the afternoon, the 1st platoon got into the action when a VC stumbled into its position.
"He was heading for a group of deserted hootches and looked as if he didn't have a worry in the
world," said Lt. Thomas Norton.

In the final action of the day the 3rd platoon again scored with its third ambush along th e same
trail. It was late in the evening when a single NVA came hurrying down the trail. "he was
looking up like he was expecting something," recalled Sgt. Johnny Roberts.



Army Reporter Article
14Sep70 Live enemy grenade Page 3
turns int o a pot-shot

FSB BRONCO- The steel pot is a very essential item in the repertoire of an infantryman's basic
equipment. To an infantryman of the Americal Division's 11th Inf. Bde., it was a lifesaver when a
Chicom grenade hit the upper portion of his rucksack.

"An officer once told me the steel pot is the most abused piece of equipment the soldier has. Itis
thrown around, kicked and lost, but one day it may save your life and then maybe you'll have a
little respect for it," said Pfc. Thomas Sparkmen of Co. B, 4th Bn., 3rd Inf.

It was early morning when Co. B's 1st platoon finished breakfast and moved out of its ambush
position. Suddenly AK fire sprayed their area from a woodline. Reacting instantly everyone hit
the ground. Just at the instant Sparkman dived, a Chicom grenade hit the upper portion of his
rucksack. "l was pretty shook up when | hit the ground,” said Sparkman. "After | realized what
happened, | scrambled for some cover."

The squad immediately returned fire and called the co mpany CP for help. When the rest of the
company arrived on the scene, the action had ceased and a recon element was sent to secure the
area. Said Sparkman, "l looked at my steel pot afterwards and it was dented and split pretty
badly, as was the rucksack | wouldn't be alive today if the pot hadn't stopped most of the
shrapnel.”
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07Dec70 Vietham communiqué Nov. 16-22 Page 2
Highlands air cav reacts, kills 18......

23rd Inf Div

In there southern Military Region 1 ar ea of operations Nov. 22, elements of the 23rd Infantry
Division killed a total of 21 enemy soldiers and found two cache sites in four separate actions.

Ten miles northwest of Quang Ngai City, men of Co. D, 1st Bn., 52nd Inf., and air crews of the
174th Assault Helicopter Co . flew into three landing zones. Contact with an enemy force was
made at each landing zone, leaving a total of 11 enemy killed and seven individual weapons
captured.

Thirteen miles northwest of Duc Pho, soldiers of Co. C, 4th Bn., 3rd Inf ., were credited with the
deaths of 10 enemy soldiers and the capture of one individual weapon, one grenade and four RPG
rounds.

In other 23rd Infantry Division operations that day, men of Co. A, 4th Bn., 31st Inf., found three
tons of corn piled on the ground in an open area nine miles southwest of An Hoa. The corn was
in good condition and was evacuated.

Later in the same day, the same unit was responsible for finding a cache containing two 122mm
rockets, one 82mm mortar, one RPG launcher500 Chicom grenades, three 7.62mm light machine
guns and 30 60mm mortar rounds, All items were in good condition and were evacuated.

Army Reporter Article
28Dec70 Vietham communiqué Dec. 7-13 Page 2

23rd Inf Div

Troops from the 198th Inf. Bde. killed 13 enemy soldiers in a series of contacts 10 miles
northwest of Quang Ngai City in Military Region 1 Dec. 11. Action began when an element of the
brigade, in a night defensive position, engaged six enemy with the aid of U.S. artillery about 4
a.m. A little after
dawn the same element again made contact in a 2 1/2hour clash. Thirteen enemy were killed, six
suspects detained and six individual weapons and four hand grenades taken during the morning
actions. Friendly casualties were one killed and one wounded.

In Military Region 1 Dec. 7, an armored personnel carrier (APC) from the 1st Squadron, 1st
Cav., detonated a 20.pound antitank mine two miles northwest of Tan [Tam?] Ky. The incident
caused light damage to the vehicle.

During the week, 23rd Infantry Division soldiers uncovered several caches. In Military Region 1
Dec. 8, elements of the2nd Bn., 1st Inf., found two caches containing 3.5 tons of rice four miles
southeast of An Hoa. The rice was evacuated. To the north in Military Region 1 Dec. 9, elements
of the 2nd Bn. found a cache containing 2.5 tons of rice seven miles southeast of An Hoa.

The rice was evacuated to Duc Duc District headquarters. Another cache was discovered Dec. 12
in Military Region 1 by soldiers of Co. C, 4th Bn., 3rd Inf . The U.S. soldiers uncovered 11 machine
guns, three 81mm mortar tubes, two radios and assorted recoilless rifle and small arms rounds 12
miles northwest of Duc Pho in Quang Ngai Province. This cache was evacuated.
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04Jan71 Hopes for Olympic berth  Page 5

Slalom champ looks to '72

FSB BRONCO- Maneuvering through rice paddies and triple -canopy jungle is quite a change
for Spec. 4 Les Bechdel, who is used to sliding in all directions over raging rapids and dodging
boulders and waves in a kayak.

Bechdel, the four-time national whitewater canoeing and kayaking champion, is a member of
the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf ., 11th Bde., 23rd Infantry Division.

His national credits were earned in 1966 and 1968 when he won he two-man canoeing
championship, and in 1967, for both the two-man canoe and oneman kayak. Also in 1967, he
represented the United States in the world championships at Lipno, Czechoslovakia, and placed
34th in a field of 134.

Bechdel appeared in the June 1970 issue of Sports lllustrated as a result of competition at Bourg
St. Maurice, France, where he placed 21st out of 128.

The champion, who at 15 years old was the youngest competitor to ever participate in the world
whitewater championships at Sittal, Austria, in 1963, vividly describes the sport:

"it is as if you dropped a skiing slalom into the middle of a riverbed, letting the snow melt into a
raging rapid full of hidden boulders, crashing waives, whirlpools and tricky cross currents."

He explained the object of whitewater slalom is to paddle between sets of poles that hang from
wires stretched over a set of rapids. Two poles constitute a gate with as many as 30 gates on a
slalom course.

"the gates are placed so that the canoe or kayaknust go sideways, forward or backward
through the rapids," he said. "If you touch any of the gate a certain amount of penalty points is
added to your total running time."

Bechdel said it is a relatively young sport developed in Europe after World War Il. The sport
reached America in the early 1950s and the first U.S. race was held on the Brandywine River in
Delaware in 1958.

Between competition and world travel, Bechdel managed to earn a BA in history from Penn
State University.

He's enthusiastic about the sport and feels it is one of the fastest growing in America. "What's
more," he says, "it has been accepted by the Olympic Federation for the Olympics to be held in
Munich, Germany, in the fall of 1972. That will give me less than a year to prepare and get on the
U.S. team from the time | ETS."
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01Feb7% Vietnam communiqué Jan. 1117 Page?2
5th Mech kills 28 near DMZ ......

23rd Inf Div

Soldiers from the 23rd Infantry Division killed eight enemy soldiers J an. 11 in the division's
Military Region 1 area of operation. Troops from the division's 198th Inf. Bde. killed three enemy,
detained six suspects and captured 500 pounds of spoiled rice in operations near Chu Lai.
Elements of
the 11th Inf. Bde. killed four enemy troops west of Duc Pho.

Soldiers from the 23rd killed 10 enemy soldiers and captured 1,000 pounds of corn in the
division's area of operation in Military Region 1 Jan. 12. In the 196th Inf. Bde., men from Co. C,
2nd Bn., 1st Inf ., killed two North Viethamese Army soldiers near their night defensive position
southwest of
Da Nang. Co D, 4th Bn., 31st Inf., killed two enemy soldiers west of Tam Ky. Air crews from the
174th Aviation Co. killed four enemy southwest of Quang Ngai City in the 11th Inf. Bde.'s
operations area. Elsewhere in the brigade's area, soldiers fromCo. D, 4th Bn., 3rd Inf ., discovered
1,000 pounds of corn in an enemy structure. The corn was evacuated. Other brigade elements
killed another enemy soldier. Gunship crews of the 123rd Aviation Co . flying in the 198th Inf.
Bde. area of operation killed one enemy soldier south of Chu Lai.

In Quang Tin Province of Military Region 1 the evening of Jan. 14, 45 miles west of Chu Lai, one
round of 81mm mortar fire by a unit of th e 196th Bde. fell short and landed on an artillery unit of
the same division killing one U.S. soldier and wounding seven others. The incident is under
investigation.

In the afternoon of Jan. 14, an element of the 198th Bde. discovered a twdon enemy munitions
cache stored in a hut 25 miles west of Tam Ky. All items in the cache were evacuated.

An element of the 198th Bde., while on patrol seven miles northwest of Quang Ngai City early
the afternoon of Jan. 17, spotted and engaged eight enemy soldies with small arms fire. Five
enemy soldiers were killed and one individual weapon was captured. There were no U.S.
casualties in the
engagement.

In the south of Military Region 1, in Quang Ngai Province at about noon Jan. 16, helicopters of
the 23rd engaged an undetermined-size enemy force with on-board ordnance while on a visual
reconnaissance mission 25 miles westsouthwest of Quang Ngai City.

About two hours later helicopters of the division again engaged another undetermined -size
enemy force in an area two miles farther south. Total enemy losses in both engagements were 13
killed. There were no friendly casualties. (Note: B/123rd Avn was the helicopter unit).

Also in Quang Ngai Province early Jan. 17, an element of the 198th Bde. receivedmall arms and
rifle -grenade fire from an undetermined size enemy force while operating six miles west -
northwest of Quang Ngai City. Enemy losses were six killed and two individual weapons
captured. There were no friendly casualties. [Historian Note: bas ed on the TOC report for
17JANT71 this was probably A 1/52 Inf. Bn. A 1/52 raid recorded 6 Kills, and C 1/52 patrol recorded
5 kills, E 1/52
tripped a booby trap requiring medevac of 8 seriously wounded men]

Military Region 1

In action Jan. 12, oneU.S. soldier was killed and five wounded in a booby trap incident in Thua
Thien Province.

In Quang Nam Province a tracked vehicle of the 108th Field Artillery Gp. detonated a mine Jan.
17 seven miles northrnorthwest of An Hoa killing two U.S. soldiers a nd wounding eight others.

Jan. 16, a U.S. Army OH6 helicopter was hit by enemy ground fire, crashed and was destroyed
in Thua Thien Province. There was one U.S. wounded in the action.

On Jan. 17, an OH6 went down in Thua Thien Province, wounding one U.S. crewman.
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01Mar71- Vietham communigué Feb. 0814 Page 2
Dewey Canyon Il Sweeps MR1

Units all over Military Region 1 continued their Operation Dewey Canyon Il in an effort to
sweep the enemy from the northern provinc es of the Republic of Vietnam.

Men of the 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division, spearheaded the drive in MR 1, in support of their
Republic of Vietnam armed forces comrades driving into Laos to pinch off the Ho Chi Minh
supply trails.

5th Inf Div

Late the morning of Feb. 8, an element of the 1st Bde., 5th Infantry Division (Mechanized),
engaged an undetermined-size enemy force eight miles west of Khe Sanh. Small arms and
automatic weapons fire was exchanged and U.S. artillery and tactical air strik es supported in the
engagement. Enemy
losses are unknown. One U.S. soldier was killed and six were wounded in the action.

Also in Military Region 1 the same day, an element of the 1st Bde., while in a defensive position
10 miles northeast of Khe Sanh received less than 15 rounds of 82mm mortar fire. U.S. casualties
were light with no fatalities and no materiel damage.

Another element of the 1st Bde., taking part in Operation Dewey Canyon Il on Feb. 8, engaged
an undetermined -size enemy force 12 niles northwest of Khe Sanh. Organic weapons fire was
exchanged. Enemy casualties are unknown. U.S. casualties were one killed and sixteen wounded.

At noon Feb. 9 in Quang Tri Province, an element of the 1st Bde. received small arms fire from
an unknow n-size enemy force 11 miles northeast of Khe Sanh. Enemy casualties are unknown.
One U.S. solder was killed and one was wounded. On the evening of Feb. 11, an element of the
1st Bde. received less than 10 rounds of 122mm rocket fire eight miles northwes of Khe Sanh.
There
were no casualties and materiel damage in the attack was light.

On the night of Feb. 14, also in Quang Tri Province, an element of the 1st Bde. observed five
enemy in an area 10 miles north-northwest of Khe Sanh and engaged them with organic weapons.
The action resulted in all five enemy being killed and four individual weapons and a radio
captured. There were no friendly casualties. About 40 minutes later in the same general area, a
second element of the 1st Bde. engaged sevenreemy with organic weapons. This action resulted
in three enemy Killed. Friendly casualties were two wounded. [Historian Note: The Americal
Division had several units tasked to the 1 Brigade of the 5th Division (Mechanized) for
Operation Lam Son 719, B Troop and E Troop 1/1st 1st Cavalry, 2/1st and 4/3rd Infantry Bn ,
Engineer and transportation units, and Engineers were very much involved in operation Lam Son
719]. Some 4/3rd information might be found in the 1/61st Inf. Bn. reporting as the 4/3rd had been
attached to this 1 brigade 5th Division (Mechanized) unit. This online site had some 4/3rd actions
reporte in a combat after action report from the 1st Bde of the 5th Division (Mech.)
(societyofthefifthdivision.com/vietham/ssignificantevents.htm).
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12Apr71- Cong strikes out Page 3

FSB SAN JUAN HILL - Throwing from home to second base was performed hundreds of times
by Spec. 4 Douglas Beachboard, who was a catcher for a TripleA baseball team in North Carolina.
Little did Be achboard know his golden arm would help the Mountainmen from the 4th Bn., 3rd
Inf ., net two VC north of Ba To.

A member of the 3rd platoon of Alpha Company , the high school all-star and semi-pro ball
player from Asheville, N.C., found his squad moving d own a sparsely vegetated ridgeline when
the point man called the element to a halt. Sixty yards in the valley below, five VC were spotted
behind a large rock, eating their noon meal. "The point man called the M60 machine gunner up to
the front, along with the grenadier. However, neither of them was able to get a clear shot at the
clustered VC. | was close to the front so | told the squad leader | thought | could reach them with
a grenade," reported Beachboard.

A small opening in the trees permitted ro om for the grenade to be thrown, as Beachboard reared
back and hurled the grenade to his target. A perfect strike surprised the VC as another grenade
followed hitting the same location.

The squad moved to check out the area of impact. Reaching the scee it found two VC were
dead and the blood trail of the third VC led into the bushes just off the trail. Cautiously following
the blood trail, the men found a third wounded VC hiding in the thick brush. The VC was treated
by the medic and then dusted off to the rear for questioning and further treatment.

Army Reporter Article

17May71 Page 12
The wheel went bananas

DONG HA -- You might have thought that there was enough going on at Khe Sanh recently to
worry about, and you might have been righ t. But out of the legendary boom town days of Khe
Sanh so recently ended has come a too little told tale of the mighty wheel.

The scene opened with a C130 landing. The wheels gracefully set down on the crude runway,
the normal end of a familiar scene. Modern aviation had done it again -but wait!! What happened
to the wheel?

It was then that bystanders happened to notice that one of the wheels had fallen off after hitting
a hump in the runway and was bouncing down the last two -thirds of it at a speed of 25 miles per
hour. This estimate must have been difficult to make since the wheel was achieving heights of 10
feet at the top of its bounce, which undoubtedly retarded its forward progress.

It made it to the end of the runway in record time and wa s headed for Co. C, 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. A
couple of members of the battalion started frantically shouting. "Wheel! Wheel!, in a tone of voice
that would normally have suggested incoming.

Spec. 4 Darrel Martin recalled, "At first | thought it was going t o crush our bunker, but it curved.
| remember a couple of guys were standing by a jeep watching it when all of a sudden it bounced
their way and they dived to the side just in time."

First Sgt. Richard Turner said: "We followed the wheel after it fell off the plane. | thought it was
really funny until it turned into our area and damned near hit my jeep!"

Although the wheel had evidently defected to the Viet Cong and was easily big enough to Kill
instantly on impact, the men of the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. , 11th Inf. Bde. foiled its evil plans by luring it
into the clutches of their perimeter wall of concertina wire.

Learning its fate too late, the killer wheel managed to dive over the deadly trap with the last of
its strength; but in doing so, sealed its fate.
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Standdown means tune up

CHU LAl -- Spec. 4 Bobby Hardin, an infantryman from the 23rd Infantry Division, 198th Inf. Bde., is a rifleman
but when he comes in on standdown he trades in his M16 for a guitar and becomes quite an entertainer.

Hardin, a member of Bravo Co., 5th Bn., 46th Inf ., says, "At Christmas when | was 14 years old | wanted a
bicycle but got a guitar." For the past six years he has been playing country and western music and when his
military d uty is ended, he plans to take up where he left off.

Before he entered the Army, Hardin played with a group led by John Frost, now a member of the 4th Bn., 3rd
Inf., 198th Bde. They travelled around Tennessee performing at nightclubs and bars.

"It w as quite a thrill and we really enjoyed doing our thing," said Hardin.

"We have a tentative contract with a major record company and plan to do some recording as soon as we are out
of the service," said Hardin.

Hardin comes from a music-minded family . His father is a writer -composer and plays the guitar. His brother, a
disc jockey for a radio station at Waverly, Tenn., also plays the guitar.

"We have on hell of a jam session when the family gets together,” said Hardin.
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05JU71- Two NVA for the 11th Bde Page 12

FSB BRONCO- "It was a point blank situation. | had just reached a crest in the path when |
came face to face with two NVA." exclaimed Spec. 4 Richard C. Hatten.

Hatten was walking point for his squad of Delta Company, 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., returning from a
night patrol to their night laager position west of Minh Long in Quang Ngai Province. "We
observed several signs of recent activity in the area as we made our way along a small stream. It
was alight brushy area and were only about 100 meters from our night position when we made
contact,"
explained Sgt. Henry O. Brown.

Hatten dropped the first enemy before he could return fire from his AK47. The rest of the squad
quickly slid down an embankm ent to the stream leaving a heavy blood trail. "We could tell by the
blood trail that he was moving downstream directly toward our other element, so | radioed for the
other squad to set up a hasty ambush," said Brown.

Spec. 4 Rodney A. Barker sighted he fleeing NVA first. Initiating the fire, he and machine
gunner Darold W. Stine successfully stopped the NVA's escape.

Army Reporter Article
19Jul7%1 Kallima limborgi where are you? Page 5
Walk softly, carry big net

LZ PROFESSIONAL - "l have been accused of walking point with my M16 in one hand and a
butterfly net in the other," says an infantryman from the 198thBrigade. "It's not true though.
When | walk point it's strictly business."

However, Spec. 4 Daniel Mitchell, a rifleman with Co. C, 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., does put his butterfly
net to good use whenever he has a chance during breaks or while in a laager position. He has
been collecting butterflies in Vietnam since his aunt sent him a net in April.

"My aunt in Cal ifornia is very interested in butterflies and she figured | could find some species
over here that she wouldn't be able to find at home," says Mitchell. "So far, | have sent about 15
different kinds home."

Mitchell began collecting butterflies when he was five years old. His mother and aunt would
use the ones he caught to make decorative plates. He plans to keep on collecting.

"My aunt really gets a big kick out of some of the butterflies | have sent," says Mitchell.
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02Aug71- Vietham communiqué July 11-17 Page 2

Battlefield lull permeates RVN

The lowest number of battlefield incidents since the early part of 1965 occurred in the Republic
of Vietnam during the past few days. Typhoon Jean and Tropical storms Har riet and Kim
contributed to the small number of contacts as heavy rains deluged most of the country. Contacts
with the enemy have been running at an average of less than thirty per week during the battlefield
ull.

23rd Inf Div

In Military Region 1, on the afternoon of July 14, an element of the 198th Brigade, 23rd Infantry
Division [Historian Note:A 4/3rd Inf Bn.Jengaged an undetermined size enemy force 18 miles
southwest of Tam Ky in Quang Tin Province. Eight enemy soldiers were killed in action. There
were no U.S. casualties.

On the same afternoon in Military Region 1, an aerial rifle element of the 23rd Infantry Division
was inserted into an area 20 miles south-southwest of Quang Ngai City to conduct bomb damage
assessmentbf U.S. Air Force air strikes conducted that morning. The element made contact with
an undetermined size enemy force and small arms fire was exchanged. U.S. helicopter gunships
supported the action. Six enemy soldiers were killed, four of them by the helicopter gunships. In
addition seven more enemy bodies were found which had been killed by the Air Force strikes. A
search of the area also revealed a 2.5 ton rice cache. One U.S. soldier was killed in the
engagement. (From the Americal Division ORLL reports: B/123rd Avn Bn (Warlords/Aeroscouts)
in two
separate incidents at BS554431 recorded 13 NVA KIA with 1 U.S. KIA).

Late in the morning of July 15, an element of the 11th Brigade, 23rd Infantry Division [Historian
Note:1st platoon, B 1/52 Inf. Bn. at BS380813teceived small arms fire from an unknown size
enemy platoon in an open area 21 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City in Quang Ngai Province.
One U.S. soldier was killed in the contact and two were wounded. Enemy casualties were
unknown.

Military Region 1

On the morning of July 11, a U.S. Army OH -6 helicopter received enemy ground fire, crashed
and was destroyed 17 miles north-northwest of Quang Ngai City in Quang Ngai Province. Two
U.S. crewmen were wounded in the action. (From the Americal ORLL report this may have been
a D/1/1st Cav helicopter).
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09Aug71- Vietham communiqué July 18-24 Page 2

Action increases for 23rd & 101st

In Quang Ngai Province of Military Region 1 on the mornin g of July 24, helicopter gunships of
the 23rd Infantry Division, 27 miles west -southwest of Quang Ngai City, observed and engaged
an undetermined -size enemy force. U.S. tactical air strikes were also delivered on the target.
There were 15 enemy killed in the action. (Note: Americal Division ORLL report had B/123rd
Avn Bn Warlords as recording 18 NVA kills in two separate contacts vic BS107237 and 3
individual weapons captured).

Early the next morning, the helicopter gunships returned to the area and again engaged an
undetermined -size enemy force. U.S. tactical air strikes also supported this action. Sixteen more
enemy soldiers were killed, two bunkers destroyed, and two secondary explosions occurred in
this action. There were no friendly casualties in either action. (Note: Americal Division ORLL
report
had B/123rd Avn Bn Warlords as recording 20 NVA kills vic BS241636.)

Earlier in the week on the morning of July 19, an element of the 196th Bde[Historian Note:B
1/46th Inf. Bn. at AT913638, whil e operating 13 miles south-southwest of Da Nang in Quang Nam
Province, found a one-ton rice cache and one individual weapon; 1,500 pounds of the rice was in
good condition and was evacuated. There was no enemy contact.

Further south in Quang Tin Provin ce that morning, an element of the 198th Bde. Historian Note:

2nd platoon A Company 4th of the 3rd Infantry Battalion atBT7194125,] was
engaged by an undetermined-size enemy force 10 miles southwest of Tam Ky. Small arms and
automatic weapons fire was exchanged. Enemy casualties are unknown. One U.S. soldier was
killed and four wounded in the action.

In Quang Ngai Province that morning helicopter gunships of the 23rd observed and engaged an
undetermined -size enemy force 26 miles southwest of Quang Ngai City. Three enemy soldiers
were killed. U.S. tactical air was requested and upon arrival engaged the target, killing an
additional five enemy soldiers. There were no friendly casualties. (Note: Americal Division
ORLL report
had B/123rd Avn Bn Warlor ds as recording 3 VC kills vic BS293538).

Late in the morning of July 23 in Quang Tin Province, an element of the 198th Bde.[ Historian
Note.: , Recon platoon of 4th of the 3rd Infantry Battalion atBT127275] engaged an
unknown -size enemy force 11 miles west-northwest of Tam Ky. Five of the enemy were killed.
There were no friendly casualties.

09Aug71- Photo Caption Page 11
DRAGGIN' THE LINE are these grunts of the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., 198th Infantry Brigade as they
move onto higher ground near FSB Professional.
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09Aug71- Point blank Page 12
Surprise meeting

FSB BRONCO- "It was a point blank situation. | had just reached a crest in the path when |
came face to face with two NVA." exclaimed Spec. 4 Richard C. Hatten.

Hatten was walking point for his squad of Delta Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., returning from a night
patrol to their night laager position, west of Minh Long in Qua ng Ngai Province. "We observed
several signs of recent activity in the area as we made our way a long a small stream. It was a
light brushy area and we were only about 100 meters from our night position when we made
contact
explained Sgt. Henry O. Brown.

Hatten dropped the first enemy before he could return fire from his weapon. The rest of the
squad quickly moved up to give supporting fire. Another NVA soldier slid down an
embankment to the stream leaving a heavy blood trail. "We could tell by the b lood trail that he
was moving downstream directly toward our other element, so | radioed for the other squad to set
up a hasty ambush,” said Brown.

Spec. 4 Rodney A. Barker, sighted the fleeing NVA first. Initiating the fire, he and machine
gunner Darold W. Stine, successfully stopped the NVA's escape.

The 11th Bde. trooper swept through the area of contact and found on AK-47 and magazine, one
Chinese Communist grenade, two rucksacks, and various medical supplies. All captured
equipment was removed to a rear area.
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30Aug71- Bunker beasties Page 5
Vietnam is a zoo story

FSB PROFESSIONAL- It seemed like the kind of night that something would happen. The
moon was full and Spec. 5 Oscar Riggins felt a coolbreeze on his back as he sat in the darkness
beside the small fox-hole. And it was a night for things to happen. while on his lonely vigil, the
198th Brigade
infantryman was visited first by a tiger and later by a curious ape.

The visits occurred when an element of Charlie Company, 4th Bn., 3rd Infantry . was in its night
defensive position in the mountainous area northwest of Chu Lai. Riggins was pulling his turn
guarding the perimeter when he heard some soft rustling noises and saw two yellow eyes
glowing in the darkness.

Riggins turned slowly to awaken one of the men sleeping near the guard position, but noticed
the eyes began moving. In a bright patch of moonlight he could make out the yellow and black
striped form of a tiger.

"l was so scaed that | really didn't know what to do," said Riggins. "l just sat there with my
M16 watching it. The tiger finally moved slowly away into the treeline and | began breathing
again."

Things seemed normal again and the soldier sat alone in the darkness feeling the wind on his
back. Just sitting, watching the night, and thinking about home. but then, as quickly as one
thought changes to the next, the breeze stopped.

"l had a sort of feeling-you know --like someone was standing behind me," said Riggins. "I
thought maybe someone couldn't sleep and got up to pass the time with me. | felt a hand on my
shoulder and reached back and touched the arm. | could tell then it wasn't a human arm. It was
too hairy."

The infantryman then used one of the prop er procedures for dealing with the unknown. He
shouted and jumped into the fox -hole. The uninvited guest, a 100 pound ape, bewildered by such
a reception, bounded into the bushes before anyone else could see it.
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13Sep71 Dreaded low crawl proves fruitful Page 1

CHU LAI - Low crawling dreaded by most basic trainees, came in hand for a group of 198th
Bde. infantrymen in an operation northwest of Chu Lai enabling them to sneak up and kill seven
Viet Cong soldiers.

After running patrols and breaking trail for most of the morning an element of Alpha Company,
4th Bn., 3rd Inf. decided to take a chow break. No sooner did they start eating when they heard
noises coming from up the trail.

Sgt. James Williams, ore of the squad leaders for the element, immediately assembled his squad
and moved up the trail to investigate the noises. After proceeding up the trail a short distance,
Williams passed the word back to be quiet because he heard voices up ahead.

The squad then proceeded cautiously toward the voices. The element was quite familiar with
the area because they had operated in the same area about one month before.

"At the end of the trail were three hootches surrounded by a garden," Williams said. "We | ow
crawled through the garden to get as close to the hootches as possible without being detected.”

Seeing the enemy, the men opened fire. Williams and Spec. 4 Willis Crossland, the grenadier for
the element, proceeded to check out the area.

Upon entering one of the structures, Crossland found two dead Viet Cong soldiers. He informed
Williams and the rest of the element, who were pulling security, of his find.

Williams discovered a blood trail outside one of the other structures, regrouped the squad and
followed the blood trail to a bunker.

The structures and bunker were destroyed; the clothing, food and Chicom grenades were
extracted to a nearby LZ.
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250ct72- Grunts overbear Page 12
'grizzly’ situa tion

LZ PROFESSIONAL - When you are an infantryman out in the bush it doesn't take long to learn
about the bear facts of the jungle, as two members of the 198th Brigade, 23rd Infantry Division,
found out during a recent mission.

An element from Alph a Company, 4th Bn., 3rd Inf ., had just set up its night defensive position
when Spec. 4 Jack Stanley heard a noise outside the perimeter.

When | turned to see where the noise came from | saw a figure dodge behind a tree just a few
feet away," said Stanky. "l thought it was a Viet Cong trying to sneak up on us."

Stanley motioned to Spec. 4 Andy Veiga, who was also at the position, to get ready for possible
contact with the enemy. Both men grabbed their weapons and waited.

Suddenly from behind the tree came the figure headed right toward Veiga. "It's a b-b-b-bear!"
shouted Veiga.

Veiga then fired and dropped the creature just ten feet away from him. The bear stood nearly
five feet tall, weighed over 300 pounds and had very large claws that could have been deadly.

After such a confrontation it's a safe bet the two infantrymen could "BEARIy" go to sleep that
night.



22Nov71- Claims can be filed Page 3
For 'Hester' damage

LONG BINH - Military personnel and D epartment of Defense employees whose personal
property was lost, damaged or destroyed as a result of Typhoon Hester will be able to file a claim
to recoup their losses.

Because of the extensive damage caused by the typhoon, however, such claims should & filed at
the individual's unit, and not at his staff judge advocate (SJA) claims office, according to Capt.
Robert Forrester, U.S. Army, Vietnam (USARV) claims judge advocate.

The SJA claims office of the XXIV Corps will handle claims for five major u nits in the Da Nang
area. It will do so by sending a claims judge advocate to each unit. He will provide claims forms,
instruct the men on how to fill them out and inform them as to what documentation is necessary.

The officer will return within the n ext couple of days to pick up the forms and personally inspect
the evidence concerning the claims. He will then carry the completed forms to the claims office,
where they will be processed. Efforts will be made to make payments as soon as possible after he
claims are made.

According to Forrester, a similar system will probably be used to handle claims at Chu Lai and
Camp Eagle, the other areas hard hit by the typhoon.

He emphasized that claimants should present completed forms when the officer retur ns to pick
them up.

"If they sit on it, it could greatly delay their payment," he added.

By regulations, the government will pay for things that are considered reasonable, useful and
proper. The losses must occur in quarters and other authorized places.

Maximum claim amounts are specified for certain types and categories of property. In addition
payment cannot be claimed for government property unless it was acquired at the claimant's
expense and the government is not able to furnish him with an item of similar quality or value.



Pacific Stars & Stripes articles and photos.

10Sep68- Photo - 4 Bn 3rd Inf Artillery four Deuce mortar near Tam Ky.

A problem occurred with getting this image from microfilm. And it is not in the version of Stars &
Stripes available online in 2019.

Pacific Stars & Stripes article
21May68-Unit Scares Off Reds, Discovers Giant Arms Cache

CHU LA, Vietnam (IO) - A combination of hard driving initiative and good luck brought to light the
largest weapons cache ever uncovered by the Americal Div.'s 11th Inf. Brigade and destroyed a major
enemy base of operations during Operation Norfolk Victory.

Ironically, the most successful single action in destroying enemy bases and sources of supply
involved what was supposed to be the operation's "beater" force. Two platoons of 4th Bn., 3rd Inf.
were operating on the fringe of a sweep by the brigade's 1st Bn., 20th Inf. through the mountains and
into the Tra Khuc River Valley west of Quang Ngai City.

A 3rd Inf. company made an amphibious assault across the river, swept up the valley north of the
main force, and into the mountains, killing five enemy and capturing 112 suspects, in an attempt to
drive the enemy into the "Norfolk Victory" area.

"We counted 21 enemy soldiers in green uniforms running away from us up a hill, and we went up to
check out the area they'd come out of," Sgt. Charles Akes said.

The first platoon moved into the area, and noticed several hooches, and an enemy weapon laying
out in the open. A search of the area revealed several tunnel entrances and the platoon began
investigating.

"They were really well hidden," said Spec. 4 Robert Van Tholen. "The entrances were all natural
openings, none of them dug."

"Suddenly," said Sgt. Eddie Symington, "people began pulling weapons out of everywhere." The
tunnels yielded stacks of rifles, submachine guns, carbines and automatic weapons. "A lot of them
still had the waxed paper wrappings on them,” Symington said.

"The place was bigger than we thought,” said S. Sgt. John Williams. "It looked like a major supply
base. Instead of the usual tunnels, the place was honeycombed with a series of caverns. They had
sleeping quarters, a hospital, even offices with typewriters."

Spec. 4 Peter Rico thought "It looked like some kind of training center. They
had pictures drawn on the rocks with chalk, showing soldiers using bayonets, Huey helicopters,
soldiers shooting rifles, all indifferent spots like training areas."

The 2nd platoon provided security for the searchers as the men gave the area a thorough going-
over during the next three days. The platoon captured one North Viethamese ARmy prisoner who
had been left behind. He led them to another weapons cache that had been overlooked, containing
11 U.S. carbines.

"There just seemed to be no end to it," said Spec. 4 Bobby Scott. "They had everything there,
factories for making booby traps and grenades and even vegetable gardens."

"The engineers were a lot of help to us," said Spec. Ronald Blake. "Theyidentified a lot of the booby
trap materials; explosives, firing devices, and things like that.”

"We found 1,000 pounds of raw explosives that the VC were using to make booby traps and
grenades with," said Spec. 4 Gary Olson, "and the engineers used it all to blow the tunnels. That
mountain just got up and moved over when all that stuff went off!"

The final count was 126 individual and crew-served weapons, including a 60 mm mortar, a 7.92 mm
machine gun and a number of automatic rifles. In addition, the cache yielded nearly 100 mortar
rounds and B-40 rocket rounds, as well as thousands of rounds of small arms ammunition, including
belts of M antiaircraft ammunition.
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23May68-VC Dead Wrong In Path Choice

CHU LAI, Vietnam (I0)-Four Viet Cong found out the hard way that when they fled from American
soldiers it's a good idea to know where to run.

The incident occurred during Operation Muscatine when infantrymen from the Americal Div.'s 4th
Bn., 3rd Inf., 11th Inf Brigade, flushed out five VC northeast of Quang Ngai City.

In their haste to get away, the enemy ran right into a boobytrap, rigged either by themselves or their
comrades. Four of the soldiers were killed by the explosion while the fifth man evidently made his
escape.

Pacific Stars & Stripes article
23May68-Souvenir Lighter Is Hot Stuff

CHU LAl Vietnam (IO) - Street vendors selling souvenirs abound in Vietnam, but Pfc. Virgil K.
Dennis will long remember one particular street vendor, and one particular "bargain” that she sold
him.

Dennis is a switchboard operator for Americal Div.'s 11th Brigade at Landing Zone Sue.

A few weeks ago, he purchased a cigaret lighter from a woman vendor in Chu Lai. "The little old
lady looked innocent enough," he said, "and | got it for a good price."

"I was on switchboard duty at the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf, firebase when | decided to light up," Dennis
recalled. "As | lit the lighter a call came through the switchboard. | se the lighter on a table and took
the call. When the call was completed, | picked up the lighter gingerly because it had gotten hot from
being lit so long."

"It was so hot," he said, "that | held it horizontally to light my cigaret. Suddenly, there was an
explosion, and the upper portion of my lighter blew off and took a chunk out of my cheek. The other
fragments nicked my nose and cost me three stitches in my finger."

A charge of powder had been placed under the wick.

"l just never left the lighter lit long enough to get the charge hot enough to explode before," Dennis
said. "it was a good thing | had the lighter pointed away from my face, or my injuries might have been
much greater than they were.

A military intelligence officer has taken Dennis to Chu Lai twice to try to identify the VC woman
vendor but did not find her.

"But if | ever see her again, | could identify her in a second," Dennis said.



Pacific Stars & Stripes article.
25May68-150-Ton Salt Catch Keeps VC Sweating

CHU LA, Vietnam (I0) - In a [sic] hot tropics of Vietnam, salt can be as important as ammunition to
an army in wartime. So when "Charlie" loses a 150-ton supply of salt, it hurts.

The latest large-scale captures of Communist salt came at two places in the Americal Div.'s 11th Inf.
Brigade's area.

The first haul was found by Aero Scouts of the /B/123rd Avn BnJ123rd Aviation Bn. during a combat
assault on the Batangan Peninsula northeast of Quang Ngai City. The "Warlords" discovered 45 tons
of salt and a processing plant on the coast.

B Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., uncovered another 41,000 pounds three days later during a sweep of the
same area.

The units spent three days loading the salt into sandbags and moving it by helicopter. In all, over
5,000 bags were recovered.

Meanwhile, troops of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf., discovered 85 tons of salt stockpiled on the shore of the
South China Sea 10 miles southeast of Duc Pho.

The salt has been turned over to the government of Vietnam for distribution to refugees in Southern
Quang Ngai Province.

Stars&Stripes
25May70-B Co. Gls Pass the Salt
FSB SAN JUAN HILL, Vietnam (Special) Due to the efforts of an Americal Div. unit, villagers in the
11th Brigade area of operations now have 11,000 pounds of salt which they can use when the need
arises.
The enemy salt cache was uncovered recently by a platoon from B Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf.
ilt is the first cache we have found in eight months
said Spec. 4 Robert Scott. The company was patrolling 100 yards east of the Song Ve River when
the point element spotted a camouflaged hooch.
The Kit Carson Scout was cautious of the area so the first platoon, point platoon for the company

reconned the area by fire before moving up to investigate the hut. PFC Russel Pinar d i sai d, it he
hooch looked like an ordinary one, except for the plastic covering over the top, but what we found
inside wasndt. o I nside the hooch was five and a half

Tight security was set up around the salt throughout the night. The next morning a Chinook
Hel i copter fAhookedo the enormous cache to FSB Bronco.
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23Dec68
Pfc. Follows 18 Footsteps

CHU LAI, Vietnam (Special)
- When Pfc Juble F. Dean, (Tacoma, Wash), B Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., 11th Inf Brigade, joined the Army
he was following in his brothers' footsteps - 18 brothers to be specific. The son of a retired Army
major, Juhle Dean comes from a family of 22 boys and one girl. All told there are 18 of the Dean
brothers in the Army at the present time, all enlisted men and all of them with Infantry MOSs. One
brother joined the Marines.

"When | was at Ft. Lewis, my father came for a visit." he said. "There were 12 of us there at the
time. We really had a celebration."

When asked if his father had encouraged his sons to join the Army Pfc Dean replied "Not really, we
all decided on it ourselves. | guess we all just got the same Idea.”

Pfc Dean volunteered for Vietham. When he arrived, five of his brothers were waiting for him. Now
the only remaining Dean in Vietnam, he has six months left in his tour. His father plans to give a party
in his honor when he returns, with as many of his brothers as he can round up.

"I plan to reenlist for three years and get into mechanics," he said. "That's what | did as a civilian."
And what of the three brothers who haven't been in the service. "When the time comes it's their
decision," he said.

Displaying a picture of a very pretty girl, he said with a glint in his eye, "When | leave Vietham | want
to get married.” And then hesitating he said, "And maybe raise a big family, like my father did."
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Enemy Losses High

Cavalrymen Turn the Tables on Reds
S&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON i ........

Americal Div. troops, sweeping an area where an OH6 observation helicopter had been shot
down by enemy fire, killed 21 Reds in three encounters six miles west of Duc Pho. The aircraft
had been destroyed and one of its crewmen killed and two other wounded. Three ground troops
were killed and two wounded while searching for the Communist anti-aircraft position. (Historian
Note: Charles Robinson of B/123rd Aviation Battalion was killed in this action along with 3 men
from C/4/3rd Inf. Bn.. on 17 April 1969. 1025H April 17, 1969 Warlord L OH was shot down location
BS7040. Pilot and crewchief were wounded. Door gunner body and machine gun was searched
for and recovered. Sharks (174th AHC) helicopter gunships were scrambled. LOH was destroyed.
Two enemy .51 caliber machine guns were captured. C/3-1st and a company from C/4/3rd Infantry
secured the area. Destroyed Warlord LOH was returned to Chu Lal.
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19Mar70-.....Headlines.....

ACCUSE 14 OFFICERS

My Lai Charges Hit 2 Generals

Photo caption - Lt. Gen. William R. Peers (left), Secretary of the Army Stanley A. Resor, and Army
Chief of Staff Gen. William C. Westmoreland announced the findings of a probe headed by Peers into
the alleged My Lai massacre. Fourteen officers have been charged as a result of the probe. (AP)

WASHINGTON (UPI) - The Army Tuesday instituted court-martial proceedings against 14 top ranking
officers, including the present superintendent of West Point for allegedly covering up "a tragedy of
major proportions” at My Lai.

Maj. Gen. Samuel W. Koster, who was commander of the Americal Division in Vietnam at the time
of the reported My Lai massacre, was accused of "dereliction in the performance of his duties" and
"failure to obey lawful regulations." He is now superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy at West
Point, N.Y.

The same charges were filed against Brig. Gen. George H. Young, Jr., the assistant division
commander, and Col. Oran K. Henderson, who was commanding the division's 11th Inf. Brigade.

In addition, Henderson was accused of "false swearing" and "making a false official statement.”

The charges were announced at a Pentagon news conference at which results of an inquiry
conducted by Lt. Gen William R. Peers were released.

The Peers inquiry was ordered Dec. 24. In closed hearings beginning Dec. 2, it took 20,000 pages
of testimony from 400 witnesses.

Peers told the news conference that his investigation "clearly established that a tragedy of major
proportions occurred thee at My Lai on that date."

Until Tuesday, 10 military men had been charged in connection with the actual incident, three
captains, one lieutenant and six enlisted men.

The most serious charges have been brought against 1st Lt. William L. Calley, leader of the platoon
that swept through My Lai in search of Viet Cong snipers on the day of the massacre. Calley is
accused of premeditated murder of 102 South Vietnamese civilians.

Calley is scheduled for court-martial trial starting May 18 at Fort Benning, Ga.

Among others charged is Capt. Ernest L. Medina, 33, commander of Company C, of which the
Calley platoon was a part. Charges were brought against Medina last week. He is accused of four
counts of murder, among other things.

When asked whether his investigation established that "there was a cover-up," Peers said, "no." But
he added "there was testimony and evidence that either wittingly or unwittingly, information was
suppressed.”

Army Secretary Stanley Resor and General William C. Westmoreland, Army Chief of Staff, who
jointly ordered the Peers investigation, made a brief appearance at the start of the news conference.

Resor read a statement in which he said the officers were being charged in connection with "failure
to investigate and report" the massacre. He urged that they be considered innocent until proven
guilty.

Also charged as a result of the Peers' investigation were:

Col. Robert B. Luper, 47, of Federal, Ark., the onetime commander of the 6th Bn., 11th Arty. who
was charged with failure to obey a lawful order.

Col. Nels A. Parson, 49 of Toledo, Ohio, former chief of staff of the Americal Division, who was
charged with failure to obey lawful regulations and dereliction in the performance of his duties.

Lt. Col. David C. Gavin, 39, of Stafford Springs, Miss., former district senior advisor of Son Tinh
district, who was charged with failure to obey lawful regulations and dereliction in the performance of
his duties, and false swearing.

Lt. Col. William D. Guinn, Jr., 41 of Greenville, Tn., onetime deputy province advisor in Quang Ngai
province, who was charged with failure to obey lawful regulations and dereliction in the performance
of his duties, and false swearing.

Maj. Charles C. Calhoun, 39, of Greenville, S.C., who was serving as executive officer and
operations officer of Task Force Barker and who was charged with dereliction in the performance of
his duties and failure to report possible misconduct to proper authorities.

(Continued)
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Maj. Robert W. McKnight, 36, of San Diego, Calif., former operations officer of the 11th Inf. Brigade,
who was charged with false swearing.

Maj. Frederic W. Watke, 36, of Omaha, Neb., onetime commander of Company B, 123rd Aviation
Bn., who was charged with failure to obey lawful regulations and dereliction in the performance of his
duties.

Capt. Kenneth W. Boatman, 27, of Ralston, Neb., an artillery forward observer at the time of My Laij,
who was charged with failure to report possible misconduct to proper authorities.

Capt. Dennis H. Johnson, 34, of Oakland, Calif., formerly with the 52nd Military Intelligence
Detachment, who was charged with failure to obey lawful regulations.

Medina, of Pico Rivera, Calif., former commander of Company C, who was charged with mis-prision
of the felony. The charge is against a person who allegedly has knowledge of the commission of a
felony by another person and who conceals that knowledge. Making a false entry in an account book
for the purpose of concealing a felonious theft committed by another or intimidating a witness of a
felony are examples of a positive act of concealment.

Capt. Thomas K. Willingham, 25, of Allenhurst, N.J., then a 1st Lt. in Company B, 4th Bn., 3rd Inf.,
one of three units in Task Force Barker, who was charged with making false official statements and
misprision of a felony.

The army said that all of the officers charged, except Medina and Willingham, had been ordered
transferred to headquarters of the 1st Army at Ft. Meade, Md. A spokesman said their physical
moves have not yet taken place.

There will now be what are called "Article 32" formal investigations under the Uniform Code of
Military Justice and then Lt. Gen. Jonathan Seaman, 1st Army commander, will decide on the basis of
these grand jury type investigations whether there will be courts-martial.

The field investigation was conducted shortly after reports that possible slayings of civilians had
occurred. But his investigation resulted in no action.

A year later, in April last year, a former soldier, Ron Ridenhour, wrote members of Congress about
rumors he had heard. Ridenhour's reports were forwarded to Army headquarters here and a full
investigation began which has culminated in 10 former members of Task Force Barker being charged.
Another 27 men still are under investigation in connection with the alleged massacre.

The Peers board was appointed on Nov. 24 and was ordered to investigate the nature and scope of
the original Army field probe, to determine "the adequacy of the investigations.... the subsequent
reviews and reports within the chain of command, and possible suppression or withholding of
information by persons involved in the incident."

Hearings began Dec. 2 and about 400 witnesses both in the United States and Vietnam were
interrogated by the panel, made up of combat experienced officers below the rank of colonel, Peers,
the only general on the panel, led troops for 30 months in Vietham.

The three-star general told newsmen he is confident that the outcome of his inquiry, and certain
recommendations made for tightening reporting and other procedures, "will prevent an incident of this
sort ever again occurring."

Asked about the character of the area in which the incident occurred, Peers called it "a hotbed of
Communism" dating back to the 1930s.

Peers said under questioning that he does not regard what happened in connection with the My Lai
incident and the filed investigation as typical of all officers of the U.S. Army-"far from it," he said.



Pacific Stars & Stripes article
04Jun70-NVA Find Death In Dip

FSB SAN JUAN HILL, Vietnam (Special)

-Swimming during duty hours recently cost one NVA his life and of two of his cohorts their freedom
when an 11th Inf. Brigade unit of the Americal Div. invaded an NVA swimming hole.

A Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., was moving down a trail near the Tra Cau River 10 miles northwest of Duc
Pho when the pointman, Spec. 4 Dave Paavola, spotted the NVA splashing around in the river. The
third platoon was in high elephant grass and quickly concealed themselves.

Sgt. James Rippl recalled, "The first squad got on line and we waited for the proper time to strike but
we first had to clear it through the Command Post because there were friendly troops in the area."
After clearance was received the third platoon opened fire with M60s, M79s, and M16s.

Following the firefight the second squad secured the high ground and the first squad moved down to
the river. A search of the area revealed one dead NVA and another wounded not more than 10
meters away.

About the same time, another wounded NVA who had taken flight ran right into the waiting guns of
the fourth platoon.
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PHOTO CAPTION - Charges by the Army against Capt. Thomas K. Willingham (center) in the
alleged My Lai massacre have been dropped. He is shown with his attorney, Robert McKinley (left)
and Capt. Jerold Allen, staff judge advocate, in Fort Meade, Md. (AP Radiophoto)

Captain Freed in My Lai Case

WASHINGTON (AP) - The Army Tuesday dismissed all charges against one of the officers accused
in connection with the alleged My Lai massacre, the Pentagon announced.

The Army said that "based upon available evidence, no further action should be taken in the
prosecution of those charges against Capt. Thomas K. Willingham, 25, of Allenhurst, J.J.

This was the first announcement of charges being dropped against any of the accused in the My Lai
case. Thirteen men have been charged with murder, rape, assault and other offenses in connection
with he incident on March 16, 1968, in South Vietnam.

Two other soldiers are under investigation along with 22 civilians who had been released from the
ARmy.

In addition, 13 other officers have been charged with dereliction of duty and other charges in a field
investigation of the alleged massacre in the village of Song My and My Lai hamlet.

Willingham was charged with unpremeditated murder, making false official statements and
misprision of a felony.

The officer was serving with B Company, Fourth Battalion, 3rd Infantry, Americal Division at the time
of the incident.

His company was operating about two miles east of C Company in a sweep through the Song My
My Lai area. All of the others charged were in C Company under the command of Capt. Ernest
Medina.

The Army said Willingham would now be released from active duty as soon as necessary
administrative procedure could be completed. His tour of duty expired last Feb. 10, but he was kept
on active duty pending the investigation and disposition of charges against him. Willingham is a
native of Washington, D.C., and was graduated from Murray State College in Murray, Ky. He is
married.

He is now assigned to Fort McPherson, Ga., but is stationed at Fort Meade, Md.
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Pacific Stars & Stripes

Sappers Driven Off
After Killing 6 Gls.

S&S Vietham Bureau
SAIGON T ...ceeeee
Two rice caches totaling two and a half tons were unearthed by Americal Div. soldiers in Quang
Ngai Province Tuesday, the spokesmen said.
(Historian Note: D/4/21% Inf found 3 x 55 gal drums for 1,000 Ibs of rice.;
A/3-1% Inf located 3,200 pounds of rice in 6x55 gallon drums.
and A/4/37 Inf. located 2 tons of rice. Not sure which cache was
reported).

Pacific Stars & Stripes article
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Thursday

35 Reds
Killed in
Skirmishes

S&S Vietham Bureau

SAIGONiVi et nambés southernmost province continued to be
Monday as a recon unit of the 215t ARVN Div. killed six enemy soldiers and received four ralliers in
a fight southeast of Song Ong Doc, 170 miles southwest of Saigon, a Viethamese military
spokesman said Tuesday.

Two other Americans were killed and three wounded in brief firefights in Quang Nam and Quang
Ngai Provinces, the spokesman said. (ADVA Historian Note: one KIA was reported from D/4/37
Inf Bn and one KIA and 5 WIA from A/3/15 Inf Bn on this date).

Helicopter gunship and Phantom jet air strikes accounted for 29 enemy dead southeast of Hue,
Monday morning, the command spokesman said.

Pacific Stars & Stripes article
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163 VC Reported Killed;
Floating U.S. Base Hit

Compiled from AP and S&S

SAIGON i Allied forces reported Wednesday that they have killed 163 Viet Cong, captured 20
and collected 28 defectors in the first two days of a new campaign south of Da Nang aimed at
helping speed the withdrawal of U.S. troops from the region.

U.S. troops saw little action in the new campaign about 40 miles southwest of Da Nang,
launched by hundreds of local militiamen in Quang Tin Province Monday. South Viethamese
casualties reported so far were extremely light 7 six killed and 18 wounded. This together with a
report that only 38 Communist weapons had been recovered raised some doubt about the claim of
163 Communists killed.

Seven Gls died when two helicopters collided in Quang Ngai Province and two more were Killed
when Red gunners shot down an OH58 in Binh Dinh Province, the spokesman said. He also
reported three American injured in the two incidents.

................ (Historian note: This incident involved helicopters from B/123@ Avn Bn (Warlords)
working with C/4-3 Inf. 11t Inf. Bde. October 20, 1970)

Pacific Stars & Stripes article
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Air Strikes Claim 30

Viets Kill 42 Reds in U Minh Forest

S&S Vietham Bureau

SAIGON T ..........

Elsewhere, in South Vietnam, units of the Viethamese 2" Inf. Div. killed 11 enemy and captured
six prisoners in contacts near Quang Ngai. A company of the 229 Inf. Div. reported killing 13
enemy in a battle with an enemy platoon in Binh Dinh Province.

The U.S. Command reported only light action by U.S. forces in South Vietham Friday and
Saturday. One American was killed by sniper fire in Quang Ngai Province, a spokesman said.

[Historian Note: Americal Tactical Operations Center report for O5DEC70:

11th Bde reported that B/4 -3 iInf. Bn . At 1510H at BS591453, while on ptl
mov ed South observed 1xVC, eng wW/SAF, VC rin fire fr bnkr. Res:1xUS KIA.
Swept area w/neg en res. F oun d in area struc w/bnkr collapsed, 3xstruc in
200m square area, 246x126 (2), and 126x646 (1).
tomorrow . Steve Willis of B Company 4th of the 3rd Infantry Battalion was
killed by enemy small arms fire (AK -47)]



18Jan71-Pacific Stars & Stripes
Monday Page 6

28 Reds Killed by Gls
In Heavy DMZ Fighting

S&S Vietnam Bureau

DA NANG, Vietnam i

Vietnamese Rangers killed 15 enemy soldiers Friday in a fight 50 miles south of Da Nang,
spokesmen said. There were no government casualties, they said.

A 234 Inf. Div. (Americal) unit found a two-ton enemy munitions cache 25 miles west of Tam Ky
Friday, spokesmen said. (Historian Note: On this date B/1237 Avn Bn, C/4-3rd Inf Bn, D/4-3rd Inf Bn
had found weapons caches, but the weight was not provided and the location was closer to San Juan
Hill than Tam Ky, This might have been from another date or need to review the documents later).

Pacific Stars & Stripes article
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Thursday

VC Trips
Over His

Own Trap
FSB BRONCO, Vietnam (Special) i Trying to outwit infantrymen of the 11™ Inf. Brigade, a Viet Cong
recently became the victim of his own deeds as he tripped his own booby-trap nine miles northwest of
FSB San Juan Hill.
While setting up for the night the troops of B Co., 4" Bn., 3 Infantry were unaware that they were
being watched.
Probably setting the first oftwo booby-t r aps on the trail l eading to the molt
moved 50 meters closer to the perimeter to set up the
2000 hours and could not f il§utrMéton®nown, thedéforiBavowas caused,
Co. AWe contacted the other platoons but all had a ne
Early the next morning an element moved out to check the area of the mysterious explosion.
The pointman spotted the trip wire of the second booby-trap set by the VC; disconnecting it, the
element cautiously continued down the trail.
Fifty meters below the point where the booby-trap was disconnected the element found the body of
a VC. AThere was more than fomendelcaadien@ ibhtowmdt he abdu
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Flying Tackle

Nabs Enemy

FSB SAN JUAN HILL, Vietnam (Special) i Hand-to-hand? Well, maybe a slight variation was
recently employed by one of the Mountainmen of the 4t Bn., 3" Inf., when he grabbed one VC
north of Fire Support Base San Juan Hill.

The 2n Squad, 2" Platoon, of B Co., was setting up a position when a VC suddenly stumbled
into their site.

AThe trail took a sharpobesmad dwisgite We WBer roevn,upeco
il |l ooked up from my position and there he was, just
Being only about five feet away, the only thing | could do was jump up and tackle him before he
coudrunawa y . 0

Pacific Stars & Stripes atrticle
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Saturday

Cambodia Drive
Ends; 78 Reds
Killed in Viet

Compiled from AP and S& S
Vietnam Bureau
SAIGON - The bulk of a 1,000-man South Viethamese task force pulled back to South Vietham
Thursday from a fruitless, one-week drive into eastern Cambodia.
Troops of the South Viethamese 2" Inf. Div. killed 11 Reds early Wednesday in a battle nine miles
west-northwest of Quang Ngai, Viethamese spokesmen said. There were no ARVN casualties.
An Americal Div. Unit, operating 60 miles south of Da Nang, killed eight Communists, the U.S.
command said. No U.S. casualties were reported.
Six Reds were slain, and the bodies of seven more killed by air strikes were discovered by an
Americal Div. unit conducting bomb damage assessment 20 miles south-southwest of Quang Ngai.
The Americal soldiers were supported by helicopter gunships. The Americans also uncovered a
5,000-pound rice cache in the area. One Gl was killed in the fighting, the U.S. command said.
[Historian Note: B/1237 Avn Bn aero-scout infantry and gunships were involved in the action tied to
the bomb damage assessment with A/L/207 in reserve. There appears to have been a U.S. KIA in the
aero-scout action. The other action involved A/4/37 Infantry. ]
The two actions by the Americal troops were the first ground contacts reported by the U.S.
command in a week.
Also in | Military Region, helicopter gunships from the 101%¢ Airborne Div. killed five Reds while on a
reconnaissance mission 25 miles south of Hue. There were no U.S. casualties.
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Junk Heap,
No; Arms

Cache, Yes

LZ PROFESSIONAL, Vietnam (Special) -

The jungle can yield unusual things if you look hard enough, as a unit from the 198" Inf. Brigade
learned recently. What was at first thought to be a long-abandoned trash heap of metal and machine
parts proved to be a large enemy weapons cache.

The cache, one of the largest ever found by a 198" Brigade unit, was discovered by a platoon from
A Co., 4 Bn., 31 Inf. on an operation northwest of Chu Lai.

The platoon had just left its night defensive position and set out on patrol when the element 6 s
pointman, Spec. 4 Phil Wiczorek, spotted an old metal wheel and metal scraps lying in the bushes
ahead of him. He told the trailing infantrymen to wait while he checked it out.

il thought it was just some olsdawnaicth,ionesrayi d yWincgz o rne ka,
| went up to get a closer look | cold see it was quite an assortment of weapons and munitions, hidden
by scraps of wood and brush. o

The platoon reported finding the cache, then cut an LZ to get the weapons back to ther fire base.
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4,500 Troops involved
12 Army Units Start Viet Standdown
S&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON i More than 4,500 U.S. Army troops in 12 units prepared for redeployment Friday in the
second largest standdown in a single day in Vietnam, the U.S. Command said.

More than 6,000 troops in 39 wunits began stand down J
space reductions.

The units in Friday 064%Bns, 89nf,d pha afithe 188 In.|Brigdde of the 23¢
Inf. Div. (Americal) 7 and the Hq and Hq. Co. of the 198". More than 1,000 Americal troops were
involved, spokesmen said.

The 4t Bn., 34 Inf. is the sixth Americal battalion to standdown. Five battalions remain in the
division.

The infantry battalion participated in operation Dewey Canyon Il, which paved the way for the
February-March South Viethamese incursion into Laos.

The 3 Sq., 5" Armored Cav T which had been operating with the 101st Airborne Div. (Airmobile)
also was among the units which began standdown.

The squadron which had 855 manpower spaces took part in Dewey Canyon Il and acted as a
blocking and reconnaissance force throughout the Laotian operation, spokes said.

The 8" Bn., 4t Arty., which provided fire support to South Vietnamese forces in Laos, began
standdown with 565 spaces, spokesmen said.

The 69 Eng. Bn. also began standdown, creating 900 space reductions. Spokesmen said the unit
built Can Tho Army Airfield and was involved in road construction throughout the Mekong delta.

Another Engineer battalion, the 299", will leave 655 space reductions with its stand down. The unit
had been working in II Military Region, Vietnamés | ar g

The other six units to begin standdown were the 138" Medical Det.; A Troop, 12" Armored Cav.; the
523 QM Platoon; C Co., 75" Inf. (Ranger); A Co., 40" Sig. Bn. and the 104" Eng. Co.

Men in the units will be reassigned within Vietnam or returned to the United States under normal
rotation procedures, spokesmen said.
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Photo Caption- TIRESOME JOURNEY-A radio telephone operator with the 11th Inf. Bde, shows his
fatigue after winding his way through a valley during Operation Norfolk Victory. (Photo by 1LT John
Moody, 11th Inf. Bde.)

Initiative With Luck Lead 11th To Weapons

By SP4 KEVIN HOWE 11th Inf. Bde.

DUC PHO- A combination of hard driving initiative and sheer good luck brought to light the largest
weapons cache ever uncovered by the 11th Inf. Bde. and destroyed a major enemy base camp during
Operation "Norfolk Victory."

Ironically, the most successful single action in destroying enemy bases and sources of supply
involved what was supposed to be the operation's diversionary force.

Two platoons of the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. were operating on the fringe of a sweep by the brigade's 1st
Bn., 20th Inf. through the mountains and into the Tra Khuc River Valley west of Quang Ngai.

The 4/3 "Old Guard" company had assaulted across the river and swept up the valley north of the
main force into the mountains, killing five enemy and detaining 12 suspects in an attempt to drive the
enemy into the operation area.

As the soldiers moved forward, according to Sgt. Charles Akes, of Benton Harbor, Mich., "We
counted 21 enemy in green uniforms running away from us up a hill, so we went up to check out the
area they'd come from."

The first platoon moved into the area, and noticed several huts and an enemy weapon on the
ground. A search revealed several tunnel entrances, and the platoon began investigating.

"Suddenly," said Sgt. Eddie Siminton, of Cleveland, Ohio, "people began pulling weapons, out of
everywhere. A lot of them were stil wrapped in waxed paper. They hadn't even been issued.”

The place was bigger than we had thought. It looked like a major supply base. Instead of the usual
tunnels, it was honey combed with a series of caverns. They had sleeping quarters, a hospita, even
offices with typewriters," commented SSgt. John Williams of Buffalo, N.Y.

Sp4 Peter Rico, of East Chicago, Ind., thought it "looked like a training center. They had pictures
drawn on the rocks with chalk, showing soldiers using bayonets, Huey helicopters, soldiers using rifles
and many other things."

The final count was 126 individual and crew-served weapons, as well as hundreds of pounds of
explosives, nearly 100 mortar and B-40 rocket rounds and thousands of rounds of small arms
ammunition.



WEAPONS CACHE—This is a part of the largest weapons cache ever discovered by
members of the 11th Inf. Bde. The find was made by soldiers working in Operation Norfolk
Victory. (Photo by Sp4 Dean Pohland, 11th Inf. Bde.))

Photo Caption - WEAPONS CACHES-This is a part of the largest weapons cache ever discovered
by members of the 11th Inf. Bde. The find was made by soldiers working in Operation Norfolk Victory.
(Photo by Sp4 Dean Pohland, 11th Inf. Bde.))
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Ka Thump' Gives VC Tunnel Away

DUC PHO - "I know | saw that rock fall, sir. It went kinda 'ka thump, ka thump' about 25 feet into the
ground.”

Though PFC Paul A. Lanierwicz, of Erie, Pa., had actually discovered a tunnel containing three
enemy soldiers, four loaded weapons and some equipment, he was having a hard time convincing
anyone.

His platoon, from the 11th Inf. Bde.'s 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., had entered a village during a search and
clear mission in Operation Muscatine north of Quang Ngai.

"The platoon split up and | was probing and turning things over when a rock fell into a small hole."
Laniewicz recalled.

| heard it roll a few seconds before it stopped.”

Being a new man in Co. B, Laniewicz went after the tunnel rat team and his platoon leader, 1LT
Thomas Willingham, of Clark, N.J., before investigating in his find.

When they arrived at the tunnel entrance, it was gone.

"Someone replaced the rock," the soldier protested. "I kicked it and it moved."

"Look, Laniewicz, you're a new man at these things. You only thought you saw it fall," Willingham
said.

Laniewicz went over and kicked the rock again. It ka thumped down the shaft.

"It still didn't look like a tunnel. We had to widen the entrance before SP4 Rodney V. Linkous (of
Tucson, Ariz.) could lower himself in," Willingham said.

As Linkous started in he suddenly slipped down at a 45 degree angle and landed on four loaded
weapons.

"We cleared the complex and found three Viet Cong, a pistol belt with grenades and one NVA
uniform,” Willingham said.

"The lieutenant changed his mind about my rock going ka thump, ka thump," Laniewicz smiled.
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TOO SHORT FOR BAD LUCK

DUC PHO--No matter how "short" a man gets in Vietnam, the unexpected can still happen, as CPT
Vernon A. Campbell, of Patton, Me., found out on his
last day in the field.

The men of Campbell's Co. A of the 11th Inf. Bde.'s 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., had made a combat assault
north of the Tra Khuc River five miles west of Quang Ngai. As he and his men moved along a jungle
trail, Campbell stepped on the cardboard top of a C-ration box. SUDDENLY, THERE was a flash and
bang, and the captain was knocked off his feet.

"It sounded like three blasting caps going off at once. We all froze, and when | looked around | saw a
small cloud of smoke, then there was more smoke and a sputtering sound off to one side of the trail,"
he said.

THE SMOKE AND sputtering were coming from a 4.2 inch mortar shell. Campbell had stepped on
the igniter of a booby trap.

"After a while, the sputtering stopped and the shell didn't explode."

But the captain's day wasn't over yet.

"We started to move out of the area, checking carefully for more booby traps. Then | stepped into a
punji pit."

LUCKILY, THE puniji pits, with their hidden eight-inch spikes, were old.

"Another man and | were cut by them, but not seriously,” Campbell said.

Campbell is now assigned to Americal Div. headquarters as a briefing officer in the division's
intelligence section. He had been with his company for more than a year, from training at Schofield
Barracks, Hawaii, to arrival in Vietnam last December

"I HATE TO leave the company. Some people may think | used up all my luck that day, but as far as
I'm concerned, I've got plenty left. It probably wouldn't happen again if | stayed for two more years," he
said.

He had one more comment on his last day in the field: Oh, | forgot to mention it. That night, we got
mortared."
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11th Rakes In Three Enemy Salt Caches

DUC PHO - Units of the 11th Inf. Bde. gathered in more than 150 tons of hidden salt in three
separate actions at the end of April and beginning of May.

The military significance of the finds was underscored by a brigade civic action officer who noted
that there are no salt mines in Vietham.

"The VC have to rely on what they can gather along the seacoast by evaporating salt water," said
Capt. Winston Gonzoules of the 4th Bn. 3rd Inf.

Back to GVN

All of the vital salt was turned over to governmental authorities for distribution to refugees in
southern Quang Ngai province.

The largest haul of the three was made by the men of the newly-arrived 4th Bn., 21st Inf., when they
discovered 85 tons of salt stockpiled on the shore of the South China Sea some 10 miles southeast of
here.

Warlords Find Cache

The other two finds were made in the area on the Batangan Peninsula northeast of Quang Ngai by
the "Warlords" of the 123rd Avn. Bn.'s Aero Scout' company and the men of Co. B of the 11th Bde.'s
4th Bn., 3rd Inf.

The finds came within one day of each other as the soldiers moved into the area for combat
operations.

More than 5,000 bags of salt were loaded into helicopters and evacuated.

The high-flying "Warlords" also discovered a processing plant along the coast. (Comment by L
Hines. Warlords scouts were anything but high-flying. They often tracked VC by looking for bent
blades of grass from the helicopters.)
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Guard's 'Last Look Around'
Foils VC Sappers' Efforts

By SP4 KEVIN HOWE
11th Inf. Bde.

LZ BRONCO-A last look around by a perimeter guard foiled a recent attempt of an enemy sapper
(demolitions) squad to penetrate the defenses of the 11th Inf. Bde. base camp here. SGT James
Bond, of West Hartford, Conn., with the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. was standing watch on the "Old Guard's"
section of the base bunker line. It was 3 a.m. and he was about to wake his relief when, he said, "I
decided to take one more look around." It was a good thing he did.

Wasn't Sure

At first, | wasn't sure, then | saw them. There were three men trying to get through the wire. |
dropped an M-79 round on them and it looked like | got them."

Other members of the enemy unit immediately responded with mortar rounds and the sappers started
for the wire again.

"The other guys were awake by then, and we called the tactical operations center to get a red alert
in the battalion area. | could see six to my front. Then we called the brigade TOC for instrudions' and
they told us to try and get them, or to keep them boxed in till daylight,” Bond said.

Kept Firing

Bond and Sp4 James A. Anderson, of Colorado Springs, Colo., opened a steady stream of fire while
SP4 Robert Ayres, of Marion, N.C., a company clerk, called for illumination and several times left the
bunker to fire hand flares. "The wind was so strong the hand flares weren't doing us any good."
Bond said. "The men in the bunkers on either side of us kept up fire on boh sides of the enemy and |
fired my M-79 rounds so they'd land behind them. We couldn't see, so we tried holding them down till
daylight.”

Tried Escaping

The Viet Cong and North Vietnamese regulars returned fire. Several times with their AK-47's, then
abandoned the weapons and tried to get away. "At about 6 a.m., one of them made a run for it and
got away. Another one tried again at 6:30, but we got him," Bond said. "We fired steadily from 3 a.m.
till after 6. We had to be resupplied with ammo three times in those three hours." The next morning,
armored personnel carriers from Trp. E, of the brigade's 1st Cav., rolled out to pick up the remaining
infiltrators. The cavalrymen found five bodies, detained one suspect and captured four Ak-47's,
satchel charges, grenades and bamboo ladders for crossing the wire.
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5 Mortarmen
Train ARVN's
By SP4 JOHN NICHOLSON
Staff Writer

QUANG NGAI-Five men from the 11th Inf. Bde.'s "Old Guard" recently completed training a class of
ARVN NCO's in the use of the 81 mm mortar.

The 24 members of the 2nd ARVN Div., headquartered here, will now take what they have learned
back to their field units for practical application in the war against communism.

The 17-day course was conducted by PSG Cleophas Atwater, or Atlanta, Ga.; SSG Eddie
Deyompert, of Muskegon Heights, Mich.; SSG James H. Stafford, of Oakland, Calif.; SGT M. Paul
Vandre, of Ft. Atkinson, Wisc., and CPL Jimmy L. Bird, of Jacksonville, N.C., all mortarmen with the
4th Bn., 3rd Inf.

Demonstration

Although the team was assisted by two interpreters, Atwater said most of the instruction was "done
by demonstration."

One team member would give the actual instruction and the others would assist and demonstrate
for the ARVN students.

"Until now, the ARVN's had been using older, less accurate firing methods. We taught them to
control the round and put it on target the first try," Deyompert said.

Slow At First

Because the ARVN's had no prior familiarization with the 81 mm mortar “they learned slowly at first
but then picked it up rapidly,” Vandre said.

"Some of them caught on faster than men in an American unit," Deyompert commented.

30 Rounds

After the initial instruction, the class was taken to a remote area for a live firing exercise. Before the
firing began, the team was notified of suspected enemy activity in the impact area.

With this added incentive, the ARVN's pumped 30 rounds into the area. A check of it later revealed
concealed foxholes the Viet Cong had dug to ambush a Popular Forces unit due to travel on the road
later in the day.

Marine 1LT Burl M. Wright, of San Antonio, Tex., the training adviser for the 2nd ARVN Div., said the
team did "an outstanding job...they couldn't have picked five better men. | want to get them back for
the next class."
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11th 'Jungle Warriors' Battle

Enemy In Southern Quang Ngai

LZ BRONCO--June marked the halfway point of the 11th Inf. Bde.'s first year in Vietham.

The past seven months have seen the "Jungle Warriors" hit the enemy hard and often, both in major
battalion-sized operations and in the slow but steady attrition of daily sweeps through his area.

The soldiers of the brigade have killed more than 1,500 of the enemy, including 15 North
Vietnamese regulars, and have captured more than 1,450 individual rifles, pistols, carbines and
submachineguns, and 39 crew-served mortars and machineguns.

Viet Cong supply lines have also been hurt. Combat sweeps through the brigade's area of
operations from Binh Son in the north to Sa Huynh in the south , east from the South China Sea to the
western mountains, have yielded 82 tons of captured Communist rice and 178.5 tons of salt, hidden in
secret supply caches.

The first major operation undertaken in this area was Operation Muscatine by the men of the 4th
Bn., 3rd Inf., when the "Old Guard" occupied LZ Sue near Quang Ngai last Jan. 10, taking over from
the 198th Inf. bde. and the 3rd Bde., 4th Inf. Div.

They were soon reinforced by Task Force Barker, a unit composed of three rifle companies, one
from each battalion in the brigade.

Operation Muscatine involved some of the largest encounters with the Viet Cong in the "Warriors"
fledgling history. In March, Task Force Barker troops twice engaged a Viet Cong battalion near the
village My Lai on the coast east of Quang Ngai, and killed a total of 196 enemy soldiers.

When Task Force Barker was disbanded after 78 days, it had accounted for 401 of the 1,000-plus
enemy killed in the six months of fighting in the Muscatine area.

In early April, the "Old Guard" starred again during Operation Norfolk Victory, uncovering a cache of
more than 120 weapons and 1,000 pounds of explosives-the largest single cache yet captured by
brigade forces.

This same operation saw the soldiers of the 1st Bn., 20th Inf. "Sykes" Regulars" kill 27 Viet Cong
and capture more than 125 crew-served and individual weapons, as well as 3,000 pounds of
explosives.

The battalion later distinguished itself in the battle for Nui Hoac ridge, when two its companies were
assigned to the 196th Inf. Bde. in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa action near Tam Ky.

The "Regulars” were also instrumental in the sinking of an enemy trawler off the coast near Duc Pho
last March, when they made a forced night march to the beach to trap the ship as it was chased
ashore by Navy swiftboats and gunship helicopters of the 174th Avn Co.

The crew of the trawler was forced to scuttle its ship, destroying an estimated 3,000 individual
weapons.

The 3rd Bn., 1st Inf. has seen some of the hardest day-to-day fighting of any brigade unit, locating
and killing enemy groups attempting to infiltrate the Mo Duc-Duc Pho area. The "Always First" played
a major part in Operation Chattahoochee Swamp, when 25 enemy were killed and 17 weapons
captured in the dense jungles southwest of Quang Ngai.

In April, the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. "Gimlets" arrived in Vietham and have since been operating in the
southern sector of the brigade's area of operations. To date, they have captured more than 100 tons
of enemy salt and rice.  (cont.)
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11th 'Jungle Warriors' Battle
Enemy In Southern Quang Ngai (cont.)

In all operations, the brigade's infantrymen have been able to rely on quick, accurate and
devastating fire by the "On Time" 6th Bn., 11th Arty., with its 105mm howitzer batteries spread
throughout the brigade area. The unit was especially effective during the two battles of My Lai, when
its fast-firing cannoneers blasted nearly 100 of the total Kills.

"Sharks and Dolphins" of the 174th Avn Co. at LZ Bronco, and the brigade's own Primo Aviation Ltd.
have done yeomen's work throughout the campaigns, flying troops to combat, flying cover with their
gunships, finding the enemy through day and night reconnaissance missions and picking up the
wounded from the battlefield.

On July 1, the "Jungle Warriors" second anniversary, COL Oran K. Henderson, brigade commander,
asked the men of his command to "meet the challenges of the future with the brigade with the
brigade's traditional gallantry, devotion and unselfishness."

Story And Photos
by
11th Inf. Bde.

Photo Captions...
1. Soldier Searches For Enemy Weapons. (Soldier using mine detector checks
straw piles).
2. Task Force Barker Medic Treats Wounded as Chopper is Called. (Soldier  with bandaged foot is
being treated around the face).
3. 3rd Bn,, 1st Inf. Soldier Guides In Chopper.
4. APC's Form Up On Access Road Leading Out Of LZ Liz.
5. Brigade Dentist Dentist Holds Dentcap. (Viethamese assistant hold
army flashlight while dentist (Maj) examines Viethamese woman's beetle
-nut blackened teeth.)
6. 4th Bn., 21st Inf. Soldiers Wind Through Hills.
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5 Mortarmen
Train ARVN's
By SP4 JOHN NICHOLSON
Staff Writer

QUANG NGAI-Five men from the 11th Inf. Bde.'s "Old Guard" recently completed training a class of
ARVN NCO's in the use of the 81 mm mortar.

The 24 members of the 2nd ARVN Div., headquartered here, will now take what they have learned
back to their field units for practical application in the war against communism.

The 17-day course was conducted by PSG Cleophas Atwater, or Atlanta, Ga.; SSG Eddie
Deyompert, of Muskegon Heights, Mich.; SSG James H. Stafford, of Oakland, Calif.; SGT M. Paul
Vandre, of Ft. Atkinson, Wisc., and CPL Jimmy L. Bird, of Jacksonville, N.C., all mortarmen with the
4th Bn., 3rd Inf.

Demonstration

Although the team was assisted by two interpreters, Atwater said most of the instruction was "done
by demonstration."

One team member would give the actual instruction and the others would assist and demonstrate
for the ARVN students.

"Until now, the ARVN's had been using older, less accurate firing methods. We taught them to
control the round and put it on target the first try,” Deyompert said.

Slow At First

Because the ARVN's had no prior familiarization with the 81 mm mortar “they learned slowly at first
but then picked it up rapidly," Vandre said.

"Some of them caught on faster than men in an American unit," Deyompert commented.

30 Rounds

After the initial instruction, the class was taken to a remote area for a live firing exercise. Before the
firing began, the team was notified of suspected enemy activity in the impact area.

With this added incentive, the ARVN's pumped 30 rounds into the area. A check of it later revealed
concealed foxholes the Viet Cong had dug to ambush a Popular Forces unit due to travel on the road
later in the day.

Marine 1LT Burl M. Wright, of San Antonio, Tex., the training adviser for the 2nd ARWN Div., said the
team did "an outstanding job...they couldn't have picked five better men. | want to get them back for
the next class."
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Recaptured Howitzer Fires Back At VC

LZ BRONCO--"Back to Charlie, compliments of the 'Old Guard™ read the inscription on the artillery
round. It was being sent to the enemy through the barrel of the 105mm howitzer that the 4th Bn., 3rd
Inf., recaptured from the Viet Cong recently.

The weapon was at LZ Chevy, fire support base for Operation Champaign Grove, and MG Charles
M. Gettys was on hand to pull the lanyard.

The general remembered a similar ceremony involving the 11th Inf. Bde.'s 6th Bn.,

11th Arty., in late August. At that time, SGT. Gerald L. Smith, a gunner in the battalion's C Biry.,
accidently fired Division Artillery's two millionth round while briefing the general on how to operate the
gun.

So the general asked for SGT Smith. "You did such a fine job firing the two millionth round that |
would like you to fire this one," he said with a grin. And once again, SGT Smith stepped up to the
howitzer grabbed the lanyard, and fired the round, assisted by General Gettys.

A e o

RECAPTURED ROAR—Men of the 6th Bn. 11th Arty., fire a round at the enemy with
a 105mm howitzer recently recaptured by the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. On hand is division com-
mander, MG Charles M. Gettys (far right). (Photo by PFC Kenneth Ainslie, 11th Inf. Bde.)

Vol 1, No.§ CHU LAI, VIETNAM ,  October 11, 1968

Photo Caption - RECAPTURED ROAR--Men of the 6th Bn., 11th Arty., fire a round at the enemy with
a 105mm howitzer recently recaptured by the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. On hand is division commander MG
Charles M. Gettys (far right). (Photo by PFC Kenneth Ainslie, 11th Inf. Bde)
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Photo Captions-

& R e " :
An 11th Inf. Bde. interrogator and his ARVN counterpart question two"
Montagnard informants on the location of the buried 105mm howitzer.

(1) An 11th Inf. Bde. interrogator and his ARVN counterpart question two Montagnard
informants on the location of the buried 105mm howitzer.



“Jungle Warrior” infantrymen struggle to lift
the buried 105mm howitzer from its sandy grave
eight miles west of Quang Ngai City.

(2) "Jungle Warrior" infantrymen struggle to lift the buried 105mm howitzer from its sandy grave eight
miles west of Quang Ngai City.



Americal Division soldiers strain as they lug the barrel of the 5000-pound
artillery piece to a rice paddy landing zone for pickup and evacuation
to LZ Bronco.

(3) Americal Division soldiers strain as they lug the barrel of the 5000-pound artillery piece to arice
paddy landing zone for pickup and evacuation to LZ Bronco.



A Chinook lifts the recaptured howitzer which
had been in the hands of the VC for three years after
being captured at the Tra Bong Special Forces Camp.

Page 3
(4) A Chinook lifts the recaptured howitzer which had been in the hands of the VVC for three years
after being captured at the Tra Bong Special Forces Camp.



Montagnards Lead Troops
To Buried 105 Howitzer

Story And Photos

By 1LT ARTHUR J. DUNN
Former 11th Inf. Bde. 10

LZ BRONCO--Two Montagnard informants earned 25,000 piastres apiece recently by leading
infantrymen from the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., to a 105mm howitzer buried eight miles west of Quang City.

The artillery piece, captured by the enemy when the Tra Bong Special Forces Camp was overrun
three years ago, has been cleaned, reassembled, and used by the 11th Bde. in Operation Champaign
Grove. Six months ago, the VC used the cannon during the Tet attack on Quang Ngai City.

The 18-year-old tribesmen, their wives, and one sister turned themselves over to elements of the
brigade's Task Force Garcia lat last month. The claimed the VC used them as forced laborers and
were planning to indoctrinate them as guerrillas before they decided to seek allied protection.

One Big One

During routine questioning here they were asked if they knew the location of any weapons.

"Yes, one big one," they answered, it took 30 men to carry it."

The young laborers had no idea what type of weapon they had carried into the hills and buried after
Tet in early February. The informants said the wheels were rubber, just like our jeep tires, and the
barrel was eight feet long. These two things indicated an artillery piece.

It took the interrogators over six hours to narrow the location down to one grid square on a map.

A few days later, the two boys joined B Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., on a hilltop west of the province capital
to locate the weapon.

"I was walking up front, firing my M-79 into the trees behind the stream,” said PFC Wayne
Yarbrough. "The interpreter was afraid there'd be an ambush near the weapon. Then he pointed into
the underbrush and said 'they say VC artillery here." We pushed through the tall grass and dug into
the sand. We got about six inches down when | hit something."

(Continued)



(Continued)
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Everything's Here

It took the "Old Guard" soldiers two hours to dig the cannon out of the four holes. "Everything's here
except the panoramic telescope,” said 1LT Michael Reid, B Co's. artillery observer. "It's pretty rusted,
but the VC put the small, movable parts in plastic bags. | imagine it could be cleaned up and fired
without too much trouble."

The infantrymen lugged the barrel, shield, cradle, and wheels across a small rice paddy where a
Chinook lifted the weapon back to LZ Bronco to be reassembled.

It took 11 men just to move the barrel a few meters. They had heard about the 30 Vietnamese who
dragged the 5,000Ib. cannon through the hills.

"Where are those 30 men now when we need them," one of them muttered.
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Chopper Spoils
AM Rendezvous

LZ BAYONET--The morning rendezvous of a group of Viet Cong soldiers was absolutely ruined
recently when an uninvited guest chanced to drop by. Before the intruder departed 11 of the VC lay
dead.

Aerial Guest

LT Dan Dore of the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., (an 11th Bde. unit under operational control of the 198th Inf.
Bde.), was conducting a visual reconnaissance flight in the "Brave and Bold's" area five miles south of
Tam Ky when he spotted the armed enemy.

"I looked down and saw them moving all over the place," said the New Iberia, La., officer.

Enemy Engaged

He immediately ordered the machinegunners on the command and control helicopter to engage the
enemy and called for gunships, artillery support, and air strikes.

The VC initially responded with a heavy volume of fire, but they were forced to break contact and
flee in the face of the overwhelming fire superiority, leaving behind 11 bodies.
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New Leaders Join Division

CHU LAI--Eight new senior officers have recently joined the Americal Division. Five are members of
the 11th Inf. Bde., while three are serving with the 198th.

The new battalion commanders of the "Jungle Warriors" are LTC Talbott Barnard, 6th Bn., 11th
Arty.,; LTC Henry Lowder, 3rd Bn., 1st Inf.; LTC William D. Quinn, Jr., 1st Bn., 20th Inf.; LTC Ralph H.
Ruche, 6th Spt. Bn.; and LTC Albert L. Russell, Jr., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf.

The new "Brave and Bold" leaders are: LTC Reed E. Davis, Jr., XO, of the 198th; LTC Edward A.
Kelly, Jr., CO, 1st Bn., 14th Arty.; and LTC William C. Stinson, CO, 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. Both Colonel
Kelly and Colonel Stinson are on their second tours in Vietham.



10Nov68-Southern Cross Vol. 1 No. 11 Page 6
Combat In Review
Hoi Chanh Leads 4/3 To VC Supply Tunnel

LZ BRONCO--A Viet Cong mortarman-turned-Hoi Chanh recently led infantrymen of the 11th Inf.
Bde.'s 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. to a large arms and medical cache 10 miles west of Quang Ngai City.

The ex-enemy soldier surrendered to ARVN forces when his six-man mortar squad, which had been
firing on Quang Ngai City, was surprised by the ARVN unit. The other five VC fled, leaving the Hoi
Chanh and a mortar tube behind.

During the interrogation, the mortarman agreed to lead the "Old Guard" soldiers to his former base
camp.

Points Out Trouble

"The Hoi Chanh told us that the cache was on the mountain across the valley from our position,”
said SGT James A. Cooper, C Co.'s acting 2nd PIt. leader. "As we walked down the trail toward the
valley, he continually pointed out booby traps and puniji pits to our point men."

Along the way, the platoon probed hootches and tunnels. "One of the men found a .30 caliber
machinegun poised on a rock overlooking the entire area,” the sergeant said.

"Apparently the air and artillery strikes of the previous day and our presence in the area caused the
VC to leave quickly, abandoning their supplies.

"We found 30 rounds of armor-piercing ammunition, 12 B-40 rockets, and 400 rounds of .50 caliber
ammunition,” Cooper added.

Well-Supplied Tunnel

CPT Grady Middleton of Quincy, Fla., C Co. CO, said, "One of the hootches was sandwiched
between two large rocks. The Hoi Chanh said that was the hootch in which he had been issued his
weapon some months before."

When the "Old Guard" company got to the supply tunnel, they found it well-stocked with ammunition
and medical supplies.

The cache included seven individual weapons, a Chicom 7.62mm anti-aircraft gun, 122 RPG
rounds, 100 B-40 rockets, 22 60mm mortar rounds, 450 rounds of heavy machinegun ammunition,
two cases of .50 caliber armor-piercing ammunition and an assortment of other explosives.

They also uncovered five pair of binoculars, a radio, 46 bottles of penicillin and a large quantity of
medical supplies. Some of the weapons were still wrapped in their original protective packaging.

"The Hoi Chanh said he used to operate out of this base camp,” CPT Middleton said, "but he was
never allowed near the main supply cave. We walked in like we owned the place.”
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B-52 Crew Takes Closer Look

CHU LAI--Six high-flying B-52 Stratofortess bomber crewmen took their first close look at the
combat areas they have been supporting for the last few months when they visited the 11th Inf. Bde.
recently.

Through a joint effort by the 7th Air Force and the Americal, the B-52 team from Columbus AFB,
Miss., observed effects of their recent bombing missions in the 11th's area of operations.

The six crewmembers, commanded by MAJ Rod Busby, were briefed by COL. John W. Donaldson,
brigade commander, on operations and missions.

MAJ Fred Smith, brigade aviation officer, led them on a tour of the base camp and later to watch
elements of the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., and 1st Bn., 20th Inf., execute the type of operations the flyers have
been supporting.

The high-flying crewmen were flown by helicopter to Ha Thanh CIDG camp 16 miles west of Quang
Ngai, site of a communist siege in early September.
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Giant Cordon Tightens On Enemy
Combined Forces Push

Against VC Stronghold

On Batangan Peninsula

CHU LAI--In one of the largest pacification operations of the Vietnam war, Operation Russell
Beach, Americal soldiers, Marines, and ARVNSs continue to tighten their cordon around the trapped
Viet Cong stronghold on the Batangan Peninsula, 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

Beginning on Jan. 13, the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Inf. Bde. and the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., 11th Inf. Bde.,
together with two battalions of Marines, two battalions of the 2nd ARVN Div., and Navy Swift Boats
established an 11 1/2-mile land cordon and sea blocking force to encircle the peninsula.

The operation began as a twin-pronged strike at the peninsula when one company of Marines
landed on the beach. The rest of the almost 9,000-man force walked or were flown in and moved on
line less than 10 meters apart.

Trap Two VC Battalions

The cordon, which winds across hills and rice paddies now flooded by monsoon rains, locked in an
estimated two VC battalions, which have been using the area as a staging and resupply point.

Laced with tunnels, caves and fortifications, the peninsula has not been under effective GVN control
for almost 20 years.

During the early phases of Operation Russell Beach after the cordon was established, PSYOP
(Psychological Operations) leaflets and helicopter broadcasts urged civilians to evacuate the
peninsula through check points along the cordon.

Cordon Begins Closing

After four days of PSYOP saturation. 2,449 refugees had moved through the cordon to small
processing centers behind the cordon and then to a central holding and interrogation center (CHIC)
near Quang Ngai City.

After four days, Operation Russell Beach (and the Marine Operation Bold Mariner) had accounted
for 21 VC killed and six individual weapons captured. The Americal force, named Task Force
Cooksey for its commander, BG Howard H. Cooksey, assistant division commander, had killed 10 VC
and taken three weapons.

Map Caption: Russell Beach -- 1st Day (Note: Shows Cordon area Batangan Peninsula and
approximate unit locations.
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River Is Crossed

By 'Old Guard'

In Initial Thrust

LZ South--The 2nd PIt. pushed off from the grassy beach in rubber boats and paddled across a
gently flowing river. This was the first thrust into the enemy dominated area and the initial movement
towards collapsing the ever-tightening cordon in the Batangan Peninsula as part of Operation Russell
Beach.

The objective lay hidden in the large clump of trees on the western most edge of the unnamed
island in the Song (Continued on Page 8) River Crossing Mission (Continued from Page 1) Diem
Diem. Whatever was on the rest of the flat, cultivated lowlands would have to wait till later.

Vigilant Air Guard

Overhead, a pair of gunships from the 176th Aslt. Hel. Co. circled slowly like watchful hawks, waiting
to spit fire at anyone who would attempt to stop the "Old Guardsmen."

The noise of the choppers broke the quiet of the bright, Jan. 16 morning, as the monsoon rains of
the days before were forgotten. There was a job to be done, a village to be secured. The "Junde
Warriors" were ready.

A Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf.,, had come into the area three days before, forming a small part of the 11 1/2
mile cordon surrounding the Viet Cong stronghold. To their north they linked up with a company of the
5th Bn., 46th Inf., to the south with the ARVNSs.

Leaflets from division psychological operations (PSYOP) teams had been raining down on the
coastal plains for three days. They were reinforced by aerial loudspeaker broadcasts telling the
people to take up their belongings and pass through the cordon. Anyone who failed to do this would
be an enemy of the Government of Vietham.

Final Briefing

Battalion Commander LTC Jack Davis flew in to give last minute instructions to CPT Benjamin
Maxham (Burbank, Calif.), A Co. CO.

The 2nd PIt. was to make the crossing with direct fire support from the 3rd PIt. and a platoon of the
5/46.

The 1st Plt. was to act as a blocking force to the south, while the Weapons PIt. secured the
company area, and the Recon. Plt., attached to the company, joined up with the ARVNS.

After a lengthy preparing of the target by "penny-nickle-nickles" (105mm [155mm] guns) and "fat
tubes" (8 inch-howitzers), forward observer 1LT Joe Pallischeck (Rochester, N.Y.), B Btry., 6th Bn.,
11th Arty., told CPT Maxham the area was ready. The CO picked up the radio-telephone and called
in the gunships.

Choppers Comb Area

The chopper duet worked together perfectly, circling the wooded area deliberately, then turning
sharply into a dive, pounding the tree line with rockets and miniguns. A PSYOP Helix made one last
pass, dropping leaflets, before the infantry advanced.

The time had come. CPT Maxham emphatically gave the word to his platoon leader, 1LT Kenneth
Hamlin (Bowling Green, Ohio), "Move out!"

Launch Assault

Three squads jumped into their rubber boats and pushed off. Onshore, the staccato of the M-60s
began slowly building in intensity until the sound of paddles breaking water was no longer audible.

It was 300 meters from beach to beach, and it took the boats only a few anxious minutes of waiting
and watching until one squad landed and set up a base of fire.

The next squad landed and began running inland across the paddies, kicking up spouts of water that
looked like enemy rounds hitting close by.

The 176th gunships circled overhead and the M-60s in the woodline, joined by M-79s on the
western shore, continued their steady chatter.

Penetrate On Line

1LT Hamlin moved his men swiftly and effortlessly in the classic infantry manner, fire and maneuver,
fire and maneuver. Moving on line, they made a reconnaissance of the area by fire.

They passed through and secured the village.

This was a quiet beginning for Americal troops who are expected to see a lot of action in Operation
Russell Beach.
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Combat In Review

Go By Chopper, Boat, Convoy

Arty Move an Odyssey

LZ BRONCO -- The refrain "in the air, on land, and sea" usually brings to mind the battle hymn of a
sister service.

It equally applies, however, to the 11th Inf. Bde.'s 6th Bn., 11th Arty.

The artillery unit utilized all three modes of transportation recently while providing fire support for
"Jungle Warriors" of B Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. in an operation in the southern tip of Quang Ngai Province.

C Btry. of 6/11 was airlifted by Chinook helicopters supplied by the 132nd Air Spt. Hel. Co., which
transported the men and 105mm howitzers from their primary base at LZ Thunder to LZ Charlie
Brown, 10 miles southeast of Duc Pho.

Within 10 minutes after the Chinooks touched down at Charlie Brown, the men had the guns ready
for fire missions in which they expended over 200 rounds.

When the operation came to a close, C Btry. packed up for the return trip to LZ Thunder.

Since LZ Charlie Brown is almost completely surrounded by water, LCM-8 "Mike Boats" from the
Naval Support Activity located at Sa Huynh were called in to move the men and artillery to dry land
and the road to LZ Thunder.

The men traveled the final five miles by convoy.
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Russell Beach Task Force Sweeps To Sea

Photo Captions:

1,2,3) AMERICAL SOLDIERS LEADING VIETNAMESE women and children to safety and hot
food (above); an Infantryman tensely watching for enemy snipers (left); Gls painstakingly
uncovering hidden tunnels (right). This is Operation Russell Beach--a combined Americal, ARVN,
Marine, and Navy task force that has uprooted stubbornly-entrenched VC and destroyed
mammoth tunnel complexes in the Batangan Peninsula area 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai
City. (Photos by SP4 Steve Shingledecker, 523rd Sig. Bn. More Photos on Pages 4-5.)

CHU LAI-- Americal Soldiers continued their push to the sea in Operation Russell Beach, and as
of Jan. 31 were less than two kilometers from reaching the end of the Batangan Peninsula south of
here.

Action on the peninsula 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City began Jan. 13 when almost 9,000
Americal soldiers, marines, 2nd ARVN Div. soldiers, and Navy swift boats encircled the area.

After four days of PSYOP leaflet, drops and aerial broadcasts urging civilians to evacuate the
peninsula, the massive allied force began their march toward the sea.

Joint Operation
Division units included the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. and H Trp., 17th Cav., 198th Inf. Bde.; the 4th Bn.,
3rd Inf., 11th Inf. Bde.; and A Trp., 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav., which came ashore in Navy landing craft to
add more firepower to the final phase of the operation.

The discovery of many elaborate tunnel complexes and scattered mines and mine fields made
progress slow. Special care was taken to move deliberately so that every tunnel discovered could
be checked for weapons caches, food, or VC.

Through Jan. 31, 151 VC had been killed in skirmishes on the Peninsula, including 73 by
Americal Infantrymen, 59 by the Marines, and 19 by the 2nd ARVN Div. elements.

The number of civilians evacuated through the cordon line and flown to the Combined Holding
and Interrogation Center (CHIC)in Quang Ngai City increased gradually throughout the operation.

At press time, 11,257 Vietnamese had been processed by government officials at the CHIC.

Of this number, 48 were held as. VC prisoners of war, 218 were identified as VC infra-structure,
and 111 were listed as VC suspects, pending further interrogation. Thirty-two persons rallied to the
government as Hoi Chanhs.

The remaining 10,848 persons were classified innocent civilians at the CHIC.

Capture Supplies
As the allied forces pushed through the rolling hills and rice paddies on the peninsula, they
uncovered 43 individual weapons, four crew-served weapons, more than 10 tons of rice, and more
than 15 tons of salt.
The Batangan Peninsula has been a major enemy storage area and base camp since the war
with the French, and earlier minor probes of its defenses have almost always resulted in fierce
fighting.
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[
]
A Soldier’'s Ups And Downs
PFC James D. Schindele, A Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., 11th
Inf. Bde. takes advantage of a free moment during Operation

Russell Beach on the Batangan Peninsula. (Photo by CPT
Cary S. Sklaren, Americal I0)

Photo Caption: A Soldier's Ups and Downs

PFC James D. Schindele, A Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., 11th Inf. Bde. takes advantage of a free moment
during Operation Russell Beach on the Batangan Peninsula. (Photo by CPT Cary S. Sklaren,
Americal 10). (Note: Soldier is playing with a yo-yo. He is carrying his M-16 and in full gear).
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Viet Vet Fights Under Two Flags

LZ BRONCO -- There are few men in Vietnam who can claim they are veterans of two different
wars, especially if they are under 21 years old.

PFC John E. Conley, a rifleman for B Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., 11th Inf. Bde., can make that claim, plus
membership in two different armies.

Conley, more familiarly known as "Little John," spent two years with the British Army before joining
the "yanks" of the U.S. Army during 1965.

Cyprus Combat Veteran

Vietnam is war number two for Conley, whose hometown is Cumberland, England. He first saw
combat in Cyprus with the British Army in 1965.

Spending almost an entire year in Cyprus riding "shotgun" for a British resupply truck, his tour was
prematurely cut short when his truck was ambushed along one of the rocky dirt roads leading to the
British front lines.

Caught in a deadly crossfire, "Little John" was hit by enemy small arms fire. He was evacuated with
a gunshot wound.

After this incident in Cyprus, Conley decided that army life was not for him, and accepted a
discharge after his two-year enlistment was up.

U.S. 'Greetings'

The "Old Guard" rifleman then came to the United States to visit relatives in Michigan, but it was not
long before he was back in uniform again, courtesy of his local Selective Service Board.

Conley may be the first man in the 11th Bde. to have been in two armies, but he is not the first in his
family. His father was in the English Army and then spent some time with the American 82nd Abn.
Div. during WWII.
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CG Hosts Lieutenants For Dinner

CHU LAI -- General[s] are not noted for fraternizing with lieutenants, but it happens every week i
nthe commanding general's mess here.

MG Charles M. Gettys has a "Lieutenant of the Week" to dinner each Wednesday. The invitation is
rotated among the division's rifle battalions.

Concerned Leaders

1LT Russell J. Martin (Thatcher, Ariz.) was one of those recently brought in from his normal duties
as a platoon leader with D Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf.

"l was briefed but | really didn't know what to expect,” he said. "The whole division staff was there,
and | don't usually see so much rank in the same room.

"l was surprised to find out they were down to earth and concerned about us."

Chided By Men

When the 28 Gls under 1LT Martin's command heard about their leader's selection, they gave him
some good-natured ribbing.

"They wanted to know if | was going to tell the general how to run the division, accused me of
goldbricking and made other unmentionable comments."

"General Gettys asked me a lot of questions about my platoon," the 11th Inf. Bde. soldier continued,
"and | told him some of our problems.

"But | was more nervous about my table manners, with three generals and a lot of colonels opposite
me. | usually don't have to worry about that in the boonies.”

Form of Recognition

The weekly invitation gives the general his staff a better idea of the problems faced at squad and
platoon level, but more importantly, it honors the junior officers in the field.

"It was great and gave me a better idea of how a division really works as a team," said 1LT Martin,
one of the few lieutenants who now can say, "As | was telling the general the other night...".
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Division Blunts Enemy's Post-TET Drive
Combat In Review
Allied Strike
Traps Cong

LZ BRONCO--In an 18-helicopter assault, Americal infantrymen swept in to link up with Popular
Force (PF) soldiers in an area just south of the Song Han River, killing 25 VC.

The operation began when the 11th Inf. Bde.'s 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. airmoved A Co. to a rice paddy north
of the Song Han and B Co. to a hill two "clicks" (two thousand meters) southwest.

F Trp. tracks, with "Old Guard" recon platoon aboard, drove in from the southeast.

With the support of the PFs, the three elements then moved towards the objective in a three
pronged attack which caught the VC in the middle, crushing the enemy force.
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Division Blunts Enemy's Post-TET Drive
Combat In Review
Young 'Charlie’s' Toy Rifle
Resembles Papa's AK-47

LZ BRONCO - Apparently the VC believe in training their "recruits" young.

While sweeping northeast in a recent joint operation, PFC Bill Latina (East Brunswick, N.J.), a
member of B Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., 11th Inf. Bde., uncovered a VC toy which looked like an AK-47.

The toy was a short wooden rifle with a wire sight and a hollowed out magazine well with a real
carbine magazine inserted.

Latina, who kept the toy weapon as a souvenir, joked, "I wonder how much trouble | am going to
have getting this registered as a war trophy."
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RE-UP!

ARMY

11th Leads

Americal

Re-Up Bid

DUC PHO--A whopping sum in reenlistment bonuses was paid to members of the 11th Inf. Bde. last
month as 30 soldiers took the oath for another Army hitch.

"Compiling this record-breaking number of reenlistments gave the 11th Bde. a clean sweep in
Americal Division competition," said MSG William Chaplic, 11th career counselor.

Division re-up competition is held in three categories: best brigade, battalion, and company.
Individual 11th champs are the 3rd Bn., 1st Inf.; and C Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf.

"Results of the 11th;s reenlistment program performance have clinched first place for the third
guarter of the Fiscal 69 Commanding General's award," said MSG Chaplic.

"The quarter total is 60 reenlistments with 30 in March alone."

More than half the reenlistees for the quarter were AUS or inductee personnel, while the 30 re-ups
last month were all obtained by MSG Chaplic and SSG Paul Boyle, the other 11th Bde. career
counselor.

SFC Fred Friedrich (Renton, Wash.), senior career counselor for the 11th, was recently awarded the
Bronze Star for service. Among his achievements was reenlistment last January of 19 AUS
personnel, more than were signed up in the rest of the division.

kkkkkkhkxkhkkkkhkkkx

Art Graphic: Uncle Sam holding an umbrella out over the head of a smiling GI.

The variable Reenlistment Bonus can be that extra nest egg you've been wanting to pay for
electronic equipment, a new camera, or even that R&R or leave. What's handy about the Vietnam
VRB is that you'll get the whole bundle tax-free, no strings.

Check SGT Re-up today. He has the good word.
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IN THE FIRST MEDICAL VISIT to the Montagnard village of Ba To, CPT Lawrenee
Wasser (Boston), battalion surgeon for the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., checks the heart beat of a
complying little boy. The Americal MEDCAP team treated over 40 patients during their four-
hour visit. (Photo by SP4 Tony Swindell, 11th Inf. Bde.)
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Photo Caption: IN THE FIRST MEDICAL VISIT to the Montagnard village of Ba To, CPT Lawrence
Wasser (Boston), battalion surgeon for the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., checks the heart beat of a complying little
boy. The Americal MEDCAP team treated over 40 patients during their four-hour visit. (Photo by SP4
Tony Swindell, 11th Inf. Bde.)

MAIDEN MEDCAP FOR MONTAGNARDS

DUC PHO --Montagnard villagers of Ba To, 16 miles southwest of Duc Pho, received medical
treatment for the first time when a team from the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. recently conducted a MEDCAP
there.

Led by the 4-3 battalion doctor, CPT Lawrence Wasser (Boston) the five-man team treated the ills of
well over 40 patients during the four hour mission.

The 11th Bde. team performed physical exams, gave penicillin injections, and passed out soap and
medicine to the people gathered in a small village courtyard.

"This area has been virtually untouched by American troops," CPT Walt A. Shannon (Plattsburg
AFB, N.Y.) explained. "We intend to keep providing desperately needed medical attention for these
people, and also to teach them hygiene."

Security for the MEDCAP was provided by members of Special Forces Team A-106, as the villagers
of Ba To were treated  (11th 10)
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Welcome New Commanders

CHU LAI--The 16th Combat Aviation Group and two battalions in each the 198th and 11th Inf. Bdes.
have new commanders.

COL Delbert L. Townsend (Washington, D.C.) has taken over the helm of the 16th CAG. COL
Townsend replaces COL Hanz K. Druener who will report to the Chief of Plans Office, 18th Airborne
Corps, Ft. Bragg, N.C.

LTC Craig G. Coverdale (Manhasset, N.Y.), a West Point graduate, assumed command of the 1st
Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Bde.

LTC Coverdale replaced LTC George R. Underhill (Pulaski, 1ll.), who has assumed command of the
Americal Combat Center.

LTC Robert N. Fernandez (Fort Leavenworth, Kan.) now heads the 11th Bde.'s 4th Bn. 3rd Inf.
(AMERICAL 10)
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Combat In Review
4-3 Locates
NVA Camp

LZ BRONCO--Soldiers of the 11th Inf. Bde.'s A Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. made a combat assault into an
area 2 1/2 miles northwest of LZ San Juan Hill and found an enemy basecamp.

Led by CPT Ambrus D. Carnes (Brownwood, Tex.), the company moved out along a stream bed
and approached a hill. Sniper fire suddenly broke out as they began ascending the hill.

With the aid of gunships and artillery, the company wa able to push up the hill, following a trail
leading to an NVA basecamp.

The complex contained eight huts, including a mess hall which had running water carried by
bamboo ducts.

The 11th Bde. soldiers found more than 200 bags of rice, totalling 1 1/2 tons. More than 12,000
rounds of AK-47 ammunition also were found.

Sgt Douglas Petrillo (Meadville, Pa.), the platoon sergeant of the first platoon which led the company
to the camp said, "The basecamp appeared to be an old one being rebuilt. Freshly cut bamboo was
on the ground and outside the huts.
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Combat In Review

Holy Mackerel

A Food Cache

DUC PHO -- "Charlie" will be eating a little lighter in the 11th Inf. Bde. AO since division soldiers
captured and enemy food bonanza.

1LT Mark Richards (Los Angeles) was leading the first platoon of A Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. when they
came upon a trail heading to several enemy bunkers and fighting positions.

Platoon members investigated abandoned hootches and found a food cache in an excavation
beneath the floor. The entire cache was contained within a large wooden cubicle structure similar toa
connex.

An itemization of its contents revealed: 1300 pounds of salt, 800 cans of mackerel, 568 cans of ham,
29 cans of sardines, and 61 cans of luncheon meat. (11th 10)
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OPERATION RUSSELL BEACH
CONCLUDED

CHU LAl - Operation Russell Beach, a long-range pacification campaign which began on Jan. 13,
ended July 21. The operation kicked off with a massive 8,500-man cordon around the Batangan
Peninsula, a longtime Viet Cong strong hold 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.

Besides Americal battalions - the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., 11th Inf. Bde., and the 5th Bn., 46th Inf., 198th Inf.
Bde. - other allied forces in the operation were two battalions from the 2nd ARVN Div., two battalions
of Marines, and Navy Swift Boats patrolling off the coast.

Americal units accounted for 158 VC killed during the campaign, and other elements brought the
combined total to al most 225 enemy killed.

The operation aimed at removing the entire civilian populace from the peninsula and weeding out
the enemy, VC suspects, and members of the VC infrastructure.

After the allied cordon was in place across the neck of the peninsula, an intense psychological
operations (PSYOP) campaign
persuaded more than 12,000 persons to evacuate the area. Refugees were moved to a combined
holding and interrogation center (CHIC) near Quang Ngai, where
government officials screened them.

During the pacification phases beginning in mid-February, refugees were provided with food, building
materials, and transportation by Quang Ngai Province officials, and the rebuilding process began.
(Americal 10)
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11th Closes
Ho's5 & 10

DUC PHO-- A unit of the 11th Inf. Bde. found what was believed to be an enemy PX while searching
an area 12 miles west of here.

B Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., discovered the concession when they spotted a VC entering a tunnel. A
hand grenade took care of the VC.

Searching the complex, the 4-3 found 20 pounds of tobacco, 1,000 pounds of rice, assorted
amounts of coffee, salt, pepper, cinnamon, milk, and first aid packs.

The Americal troops also uncovered toothbrushes, shaving kits, cigarette lighters and assorted
brands of cigarettes.

The cache was even stocked with a woven mat featuring a picture of Ho Chi Minh. (Americal 10).
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Combat In Review
LOH Provides Check On Enemy

CHU LAI--During the past two hundred or so years, the science of war has changed. If Daniel
Boone were to view the techniques of reconnaissance, for example, the famed Indian fighter would be
amazed at the changes. In Daniel's day, "recon-trip” meant perhaps sneaking across a river and
getting a "look-see" at the enemy.

Today's modern Army, however, employs aircraft to perform this task. One such craft, the Light
Observation Helicopter, (LOH) plays a large role in "scouting the enemy" in the area.

Recently, about eight miles west of Duc Pho, a LOH from the 123rd Avn. Bn. received heavy small
arms fire. The chopper returned the fire, killing two NVA in the area. A further search of the area
revealed several unoccupied hootches and enemy bunkers.

After pounding the complex with airstrikes and artillery, C Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. was combat
assaulted into the area. The 11th Bde. soldiers searched the complex which contained about 90
bunkers.

Found in the camp were a .51 cal. machinegun destroyed by small arms fire, several NVA
documents and an NVA killed by the airstrikes. D Co., working in the same area, discovered the
bodies of nine NVA also killed by the airstrikes.

Daniel Boone might not understand the methods the Army uses today, but he would certainly
approve of the effectiveness of helicopter reconnaissance. (Americal 10)
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SAN JUAN CHARGE REPULSED

LZ SAN JUAN HILL 7 Superb defensive positions, excellent artillery and illumination support, plus
the well-trained American "Grunt" with his M-16 weapon were the ingredients that squashed a
North Vietnam-
ese attack on the approaches to this fire base. Defending the approaches were the 11th Bde. soldiers
of B Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf.

"It was dusk when the enemy started to shell our positions
with mortar fire," said CPT James Hurley (Canton, S.D.).
"There was just enough light for the enemy to adjust their mortar fire, and as darkness enveloped our
perimeter all sides reported small arms fire."

The battle ground was on the northern approaches to the fire
base. "When the enemy mortars ceased, we could hear move-
ment to our front. Enemy small arms fire from an estimated 150
NVA was coming into our perimeter," said SFC Robert L.
Shannahan (Salina, Kan.).

At first light, B Co. sweeps of the area revealed 21 NVA were
killed in the attack. (11th 10)
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Combat In Review
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Big 60’s Looking Good
With a sense of alertness, members of the Division's 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. move out on a search and

clear mission in a suspected NVA area northwest of Duc Pho. The soldiers are members of the
11th Inf. Bde. (Photo By SP4 Louis Pearson, 523rd Sig. Bn.)

Photo Caption: Big 60's Looking Good

With a sense of alertness, members of the Division's 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. move out on a search and
clear mission in a suspected NVA area northwest of Cud Pho. The soldiers are members of the 11th
Inf. Bde. (Photo by SP4 Louis Pearson, 523rd Sig. Bn.)
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12 Bullets Hit
Do Not Count

LZ BRONCO--It isn't everyday that a man gets hit by 12 AK-47 rounds and lives to talk about it, but
an 11th Bde. soldier did just that.

SGT Facundo Ramos (Rio Piedras, PR) was on a search and recon mission with his platoon near
LZ San Juan Hill, as they walked point for C Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., down a narrow jungle trail suddenly
the element ran smack into three NVA soldiers coming down the trail.

There was a brutal flash of rifles. The air was filled with the ripping staccato of M16s and AK-47s
shattering the hush of the jungle.

Men yelled and bullets screamed all around -- as abruptly as the NVA came, they were gone.

Members of the platoon began checking for possible casualties. Ramos felt around and discovered
that he had been "hit" 12 times where bullets had either pierced or cut into his clothing and gear.

One round put holes in the side and back of his helmet. Another close one sliced the bayoret off his
belt; several smashed into his ammo pouch, ripping the ammo out.

The remainder of the 12 bullets pierced the equipment on his back--his air mattress, poncho and
rucksack. But incredibly enough, Ramos didn't even have a scratch.

Sarge! somebody up there likes you. (11th 10)
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Ceremony Of Bracelets

LZ BRONCO -- Five division officers of the 11th Inf. Bde. were presented wrist ornaments as a token
of esteem and to symbolize their induction as honorary members of the Montagnard village of Ba
Long in the Ba To district.

The officers taking part in the ceremony were , LTC Robert Fernandez (Honolulu), commander of
the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf.; MAJ Wilford A. Phelps (Malibu, Calif.), battalion operations officer; CPT Joseph
S. Fagin (Long Beach, Calif.), battalion surgeon; CPT Anthony F. Farinelli (Boston), commander of E
Co.; and CPT Joseph A. Monday (Lawton Okla.), artillery liaison officer.

Hosting the simple Montagnard ceremony was MAJ Dinh Enh, a regional force company
commander.

The officers removed their boots before climbing to the top of the six-foot high platform. They then
sat down and exchanged pleasantries with the village chief as they sipped rice wine through hollow
reeds leading to a vase in the middle of the platform.

As an ancient chime sounded five Montagnard girls sitting between the men, placed bracelets
around each man's wrist. Standing up, each man downed a cup of rice wine, signifying that the ritual
was concluded.

MAJ Phelps, who worked with the Montagnards on his first tour in Vietnam explained later: "The
rice wine symbolizes purity, integrity, and loyalty while the bracelet symbolizes an honorary position in
the Ba Long Montagnard tribe. The ceremony was beautiful for its simplicity.” (11th 10)
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Soldier Earns Bronze and Silver Stars

LZ GATOR - The commander of 198th Inf. Bde., COL Jere O. Whittingham awarded both the Silver
Star and the Bronze Star Medal with "V' device to SP4 Walter G. Yeargin, (Avendale, AZ) during
mid-morning ceremonies held at this division forward firebase.

SP4 Yeargin was awarded the Silver Star for his heroic actions while serving as a medic with D Co.
4th Bn., 3rd Inf. of the 11th Inf. Bde.

While conducting a sweep near the village of Da Son, his platoon was pinned down and sustained
numerous casualties.
Although wounded himself, Yeargin continued to expose himself to the enemy fire while traveling from
man to man administering first aid. In an attempt to get near the wounded men a medevac copter was
shot down a short distance from the pinned down platoon; Yeargin again exposed himself to the
enemy to reach the downed craft where he helped evacuate the crew and administer first aid to its
injured members.

Yeargin received the Bronze Star in connection with a later action in which the helicopter he was
riding in was shot down in a remote area

At the same ceremony COL Whittingham also awarded the Army Commendation Medal with "V"
devise to SP4 Wayne R. Otto (San Francisco) for valorous actions in the defense of LZ Gator while
serving with D CO.
5th Bn., 46th Inf. (198th)
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Proudly Serving Our
Action
Army
Photo Caption: CPT Domingo
A. Monlinelli
Reenlistment
Officer
Amcal. Div.

By MSG H.A. BONESIO

Forty-four of the 54 soldiers reenlisting during a one-week period in the division were "first termers."
Of these , 40 chose guaranteed enlistment options while the others remain on their present duty
assignment.

Division Troops was represented by two "Topkicks" from the 23rd M.P. Co., 1SG Dillard Cannon Jr.
and 1SG Collins J. Orebo; SP4 Frank E. O'Brien, PFC Robert E. Cowles, PFC Wayne A. Stromely,
PFC James Lindsay, all with A Trp., 1-1st Cav.; and PFC Luins M. Morgan Jr, C Co., 523rd Sig. Bn.

Support Command had SSG Robert G. Beal and SP6 Harold Cornett, 23rd Admin. Co.

Division Atrtillery keeps CSM Jerrold A. Wirig and PFC Thomas S. Hill, HHB, 1-14th Arty.; SSG
Lonnie R. Webb, HHB, and PFC Earl Jones, A Btry., 3-82nd Arty.

The 16th Combat Aviation Group retains SFC Billy J. Stephens and SP5 Michael Hallman, HHC,
123rd Avn. B.; SSG Jimmie Green and SSG Darrell A. Snuffer, 71st Avn. Co., 14th Avn Bn.

The 11th Infantry Brigade was represented by 4-21st Inf., PFC Jennings Q. Parker, HHC, SGT
James E. Turnbow, C Co., and PFC N. Montgomery, E Co.; 1-20th Inf. SP4 Raymond R. Jansky, C.
Co., PFC Clarence Wallace, HHC; 4-3rd Inf., PFC Michael P. Collins and PFC Robert F. Ernest, both
with C Co., and PVT Kenneth Hafford, A Co.; 3-1st Inf., PFC Ronald Wess, D Co.

The 196th Infantry Brigade reenlistees were from 1-46th Inf., PFC Ray H. Cox, B Co., PFC Wendell
C. Mahan, C Co., PFC Dennis R. Murphy and PFC Bruce G. Ganey, D Co., PFC Gary L. Griffin and
PFC Bobby L. Cunningham, E Co.; from 3-21st Inf. were PFC Gary D. Coffman, A Co., SP4 Henry
Maestas, PFC Tony C. Deason and PFC Daniel K. Holifield, B Co., PFC James E. Peoples, C Co.,
PFC Ronald J. Wagman, PFC Donald B. Meehan, PFC Joseph B. Wright, PFC John P. Tucker, and
PFC Richard P. Choenour, D Co.; from 4-31st. were PFC Everett Templeton and PFC Richard W.
Harrison B Co., PFC George W. Camp Jr.

PFC Rodney Sautter and SP4 Kenneth Albright, C Co.

The 198th Infantry Brigade re-upped at the 5-46th Inf., SGT Randolph Hall, and PFC Kenneth L.
Dickerson, B Co., PFC Wallter Griffin, HHC; from 1-52nd Inf., PFC Richard T. Cavanaugh, B Co., PFC
Gerald E. Paulin, C Co.; while 1-6th Inf. had SSG Manis L. Caudil, HHC, and PFC Robert E. Stryker,
A Co.
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Clash Nets 4 NVA

By PFC John Calderonelle

FSB SAN JUAN HILL-When the rolls are called by the 305th Second NVA Sapper Bn., five soldiers
will not answer to their names. An encounter with the Div.'s 11th Inf. Bde changed the status of four to
"detainee" and of the fifth to "killed in action."

That day, A Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. was working an area seven miles west of Duc Pho. The action
began as SP4 Mike Shields (Kearny, N.Y.) was walking point for the 1st PlIt.

Around A Bend

"The trail we were following was covered with thick underbrush,” said Shields. "As | rounded a
bend, an NVA carrying rice was moving towards me."

The weaponless NVA was captured by Shields, PFC Ed Harris (Atlanta), PFC Harville Morris
(Boise, Idaho) and PFC Jeff Coats (Forest, Miss.). The quartet questioned the surprised NVA. "He
revealed that more were coming down the trail," said Coats.

A short time later, a second NVA was observed moving down the trail. He too was quickly over
come by the infantrymen.

Fifteen Minutes Later

The final two were captured fifteen minutes later as a five man NVA element moved into the area.
"We were in a L-shaped ambush as they approached. The first and last NVA were armed,” explained
Morris.

The lead NVA discovered Shields and started stepping back. In his anxiety to flee, the NVA tripped
over his own feet. Floundering on the ground he vainly tried to get up, but his heavy rice load kept him
down during the firefight.

Info Darkness Of The Jungle

One NVA was killed and another wounded. The last two fled into the darkness of the jungle. When
the struggling NVA finally regained his footing he was surrounded by the "Old Guard" soldiers.

The NVA detainees were quickly sent to the rear for interrogation. For the 305th Second NVA
Sapper Bn. it was a bad day. One of the detainees said he wished to become a Kit Carson scout.
When asked why, he stated "food." (11th 10)



26December69-Southern Cross Vol. 2 No. 39 Page 2
Proud Men Serving Our

Action

Army

SFC Fenton

M. Edwards

Career Counselor

Spt. Cmd.

Photo Caption: By MSG H.A. Bonesio
(Note Right column cut off when xeroxed.)

Division troops was represented by the "Topkick" of C Co.
26th Engr. Bn., 1SG Alva Cox, while from the same organization
SSG William Singfook and SP4 Charles F. Lewis, HHC , SSG
Wanice Walls, A Co., SP4 Carl F. Kij. D Co, from 1st Cav., SP4
John Gildroy, A Trp., SP4 Eugene Jackson, B Trp., SGT William
Wasson, C Trp.

Support Command had MSG Leroy Dix, 23rd Admin Co., SSG
Elbert J. Wilkerson, Hg& Band, SP4 Douglas Stroup, Hg&A Co
723rd Maint. Bn, from the 23rd Sup. & Trans Bn., SFC Frank
Procesll, and MSG John Aro, HHC, MSG Richard Herman and SP4
Angel Rivera, A Co., SP5 Fidel S. Babuta and PFC Stephen
Raper, B Co.

Division Atrtillery retains SSG Richard Acre and PFC Sanford
Cowart, C Btry., PFC William Reener, D Btry., 1-14th Arty., P?
Billy Henley and PFC Robert L. McMillian, Btry., PFC Kelley
Snyder, D Btry., 6-11th Arty-SFC Alberto S. Zayas, C Btry., 3-18th
Arty-SGT Victor W. Rafner and PFC Jesse Edmond, HHB, PFC
John Holden, B Btry., 3-16th Arty; 1SG Conrad F. Lushbaugh and
SGT John Morgan, HHB, MSG John B. Roth, HH&SB, PFC Erik
Olsen A Btry., 1-82nd ARty.

The 16th Combat Aviation Group keeps SP6 Max Bates, 178th
ASHC, SP4 Oscar M. Bryant, F Trp., 8th Cav., SFC James Wyche
B Co., 123rd Avn Bn.,SFC William Jackson and PFC William A.
Case, D Trp., 1-1st Cav.

The 11th Infantry Brigade reenlistees are PFC Timothy Cook
A. Co., PFC Vernon W. Jayne and Pual D. Pruitt, B Co., SP5 Dennis
Gildersleeve, PFC Gary Lawrence and PFC Carl E. Parker,

Co., 3-1st; from 4-3rd Inf., SP5 James D. Anderson and PFC Roy

W. Lark, HHC, PFC Davey Miller, A Co., PFC Dwight Aiden

B Co., PFC Ed C. Colter, C Co., PFC Charles L. Sener and PFC
George Mitchell, D Co., SSG Donald May, E Co.; from 1-20th Inf.,
PFC Dana R. Young and PFC Daryl L. EImer. B Co., PFC Robert
Hernandez, Co. C., PFC Eddie Wilcox, D Co.; from 4-21st SP4 Jewel
R. Wright, HHC, PFC Norman B. Haldeman, B Co., PFC John

L. Mitchell, PFC Donald E. Norris, PFC Emmet Anderson, PFC

Jerry Jenkins, D Co., PFC Larry Ashley, PFC Jimmy Stewart E Co.
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Combat In Review
Ambush Psychs Troop

LZ SAN JUAN HILL -- A division soldier of the 11th Bde.'s 4-3rd Inf chalked up four enemy kills in a
firefight. The action occurred ten miles west of Duc Pho.

PFC Robert Matucek (Wilmington, Del.) was a member of B Co., on what seemed another routine
ambush. The platoon he was with waited a few meters from a trail near the company's former NDP. It
was on this trail that Matucek would become a true battle veteran.

Matucek described the action: "I was the last in the line ambush. | heard a movement to my
exposed flank and | saw six NVA moving towards me and | opened up.

He maneuvered into position with his M-16 blazing. Two NVA were instantly killed. Two more tried
to flee and Matucek quickly dispensed with the duo. The third pair disappeared into the bush away
from the deadly blaze of the infantryman'’s fire. (11th Bde. IO)
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New Year

Brings

New CSM
by MSG H. A. Bonesio

CSM Sam S. Borrelli has been selected as the Division command sergeant major upon the
departure of CSM James P. Meade for assignment to Ft. Benning, Ga.

One of the main concerns of the new command sergeant major is the welfare of the troops. "Morale,
health. proper clothing and equipment, in and out of a combat environment, should be a prime
concern of all NCOs or their troops.” he stated, "Senior NCOs should assist the juniors in doing their
jobs with stress placed on corrections on-the-spot and supervision at all times.

CSM Borrelli, at 40 years old, is one of the youngest command sergeants major of a division size unit
in the U.S. Army. He enlisted in the Army in 1949 and has served threetours in Germany with the 1st
and 8th Infantry divisions and the 3rd Armored Division.

He was a member of the 3rd Infantry (Old Guard) in Washington, D.C., spent a tour of duty in Korea
and returned to the "Old Guard." Ths was followed by an assignment to the 75th Inf. Regimental
Combat Team (Merrills Marauders), on Okinawa, until that unit's inactivation in 1956.

In addition to service and campaign awards, CSM Borrelli holds the Silver Star, Bronze Star, Air,
Army Commendation and Purple Heart medals and the Combat Infantryman's and ARVN Ranger
badges. He has been decorated with the RVN Cross of Gallantry and the VN Air Force Honor Medal.
(Americal 10)
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VC Draw A Losing Hand In Last Game

FSB SAN JUAN HILL (USA) 1 The ace of spades came up for two Viet Cong (VC) recently when
their card game was interrupted by an 11th Infantry Brigade unit of the Americal Division.

The death hand was dealt by members of Company C, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry in the rugged
6l ron Mountainodarea, ten miles west of Duc Pho.

Sergeant Raymond Hait of Charleston, S.C., was walking point for the 2nd Platoon when he
spotted movement in the brush about 35 meters away. It ..... missing rest of article.
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Inf-Arty Battalions
Change Unit COs
Recent changes of command of battalions within the Division
brought new names to two brigades and artillery units.
3rd Bn., 82nd Arty.
In a recent change of command ceremony, LTC Oscar L. Faulkner (Canyon City, Colo.) replaced
LTC Herbert E. Knight (Oxen Hill, Va.) as commander of the 3/82nd.
LTC Knight, who served with the unit since June, returns to the Division staff as the G-2.
4th Bn., 31st Inf.
LTC Kenneth L. Skaer (Spokane, Wash.) recently assumed commander of the unit from LTC Cecil
M. Henry (Rome, Ga.).
Before coming to Vietnam, LTC Skaer was an instructor at the command and general staff college at
Fort Leavenworth, Kan.
LTC Henry becomes senior advisor for the 5th Regiment, 2nd ARVN Division.
4th Bn., 3rd Inf.
LTC Stanley V. Wielga, former Division, G-1, replaces West Point classmate LTC Robert Fernandez
as commander of the unit. LTC Fernandez becomes DVI Division G-1.
1st Bn., 20th Inf.
The former Division IG, LTC Arthur R. Fischer, replaces LTC
Robert E. Wilson as commander of the unit.
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Proud Men Serving

Action

Army
Photo SFC Bobbie J.

Boudreaux
Career Counselor

Division Troops

By MSG H. A. Bonesio

Forty-three of the 54 reenlistees in the Americal Division during a one-week period were in the First
Termer category.

Most of the new careerists reupped for guaranteed assignments or CONUS choice of station.

Division Troops were represented by 1SG Calvin Reis, C Co.,
523rd Sig. Bn: SSG James Wise, B Co., 26th Engr. Bn.; SP5
William Hanley, 635th MID; SP4 Beverly Whitgreave, B Trp., 1-1st
Cav.

Support Command had SP5 George D. Duval, Hgs. & Co. A,
723rd Maint. Bn.; from the 23rd Med. Bn., PSG Roger Woder, C
Co., SSG Herbert Foster and PFC Michael Doolin, Hgs. & Co. A.

Division Atrtillery retains SSG Herherts Seffels, HHB; From 1-
82nd Arty., SSG Raymond Luinis, HHB, SSG John Fleming, C
Btry.; from 3-16th Arty., PFC Marion Faison, C Btry.; from 3-82nd
Arty., PFC Robert Jones, HHB, SP4 Victor Wilkins, C Btry.,; from
3-18th Arty., SSG Gerald Wetherill, HHB.

The 11th Infantry Brigade reenlistees were SP4 Edwin Dunham,
HHC; from 3-1st Inf., SP4 Earl Casper, E Co.; from 4-21st Inf.,

PFC David Berberich, C Co.; from 4-3rd Inf., SSG Alvin Linker,
D Co.

The 196th Infantry Brigade re-upped Michael Wellert,

PFC Dennis Moyers, PFC Wendell Nunley, A Co., PFC Donnie
Shatley, E Co., 4-31st Inf.; from 1-46th Inf., PFC Jon Rhodes, PFC
Walter Walker, PFC Thomas Stoddard A Co., PFC Roger Wooden
and PFC Joseph Booth, B Co.; from 2-1st Inf., SP4 Lee Benton

and SSG James Smith, HHC, SP4 Robert Neuman, PFC John Plate,
PFC Jimmie Turner, SGT Timothy Moore, A Co., SP5 David Taylor,
E Co.; from 3-21st Inf., PFC Richard Antill and SP4 Richard
Christopher, HHC, PFC Alfonza Charles and PFC Brantley Jeffreys,
B Co., PFC Seward Long, D Co.

The 198th Infantry Brigade was represented by PFC Steven
Hosier, A Co., PFC George Morales and SP4 William Lambeth, B
Co., 1-52nd Inf.; from 5-46th Inf., PFC James Fox, C Co., PVT
Donald Nadeu, D Co.; from 1-6th Inf., SP4 Matias Carrasco and
PFC Marco Schiavoni, B Co., SP4 Larry Crabtree and PFC Travis
Sanford, C Co., SP4 Lawrence Alvey and PFC Michael Runnels,

E Co.
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Combat In Review
Mix-Up Is Fatal

FSB SAN JUAN HILL -- A simple mix-up became a fatal error for three NVA recently when they took
a wrong turn in 11th Brigade territory.

Four NVA were moving down a trail on the banks of the Song Tra Cau River, ten miles west of Duc
Pho, when they noticed an American platoon walking on a parallel trail 35 meters from them.

The 3rd platoon of Company D, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry noticed them too, and opened fire
wounding one of the NVA soldiers. Assuming that this was the lead element of the patrol, the enemy
turned and ran down the trail in the opposite direction. However the 3rd platoon was the rear element
of the column.

"In their attempt to escape, they simply succeeded in running the entire length of the column," said
1LT James G. Allen (Springfield, Mo.), D Co. commander.

Having run 150 meters from where they were first sighted, the trio of NVA met the lead element --
the 1st platoon.

SP4 Phil Bigham (Rushville, Ohio) said, "We held up when we heard the 3rd platoon fire on the
enemy. We figured they would run the other way, but we were ready for them when they popped up
on the trail next to us."

The confusion was costly for the enemy. The NVA trio was killed and two AK-47's were captured.
(11th 10)
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CIDG Guides Division Unit

By SP4 Robert E. Daniels

FSB SAN JUAN HILL i A joint force of American soldiers and the combat reconnaissance platoon
from the Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) at Bato, 16 miles west of Duc Pho, killed seven NVA
in a recent combined operation.

The CIDG platoon was broken down into three squads with each attached to the line platoons of
Company A, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry, 11th Brigade.

CPT Warren P. Haugen (Lakevi ew, Ore.), commander of
very well, as the CIDGs can spot the enemy faster than my men and are also able to read trail signs
better. o

Leading the 2nd platoon of Company A on patrol, the CIDG element started the descent down a
rugged mountainside which was covered by heavy brush and criss-crossed by a maze of trails.

The CI DG el ement was 75 meters ahead ad8&P4dobn when we
Bradley (Covington, Va.) AThi ngs were really tense a
the Il ead el ement, but all of a sudden the firing cease

They had surprised six NVA and downed five of them.

SGT Mark Lloyd (Seattle, Wash.) Special Forces advisor to the CIDG recon platoon called CPT
Haugen and told him they were in hot pursuit.

fiwWe caught them in a draw and we moved in for the kil
The CIDGs wasted no time in assaulting the enemy and killed two NVA.
Speaking of the benefits of combined operations, CPT

and silence and by watching them, my men have learned to move through the heavy brush without

making noise, allowing us to walk right up on the NVA before they know we are there.

2LT Phu Van Loc, executive officer of the recon platc
forces you have gunships, artillery and medevac suppor
il would I|Iike to work with the Americal Division forc
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NVA Bites Dust

By SP4 Robert Daniels

FSB SAN JUAN HILL 7 Sudden darkness and heavy rain forced a company of the Americal to
remain in an enemy village with 30 detainees and defend it throughout the night against an attacking
NVA force.

The unit was C Co., 4th Bn., 3rd Inf., which had sighted several villages along the Song Ve River 16
miles northwest of Duc Pho. The 11th Inf. Bde. unit entered one of the villages and met no resistance
as it took approximately 30 Viethamese into custody.

By the time the area had been thoroughly searched, the sun was descending and rain was falling on
the men dug in for the night.

The villagers were secured under guard in several huts inside the village and the men dug their
foxholes along their assigned sectors of the perimeter. The 2d and 3d platoons were assigned that
sector of the perimeter overlooking the Song Ve river. Between the river and the perimeter was a
large, open, recently plowed field.

Unknown to the men of C Co. the enemy had maneuvered through the many early-warning devices
and had silently crawled down the plowed farrows to within hand grenade range ofthe defenders.

Shortly after midnight, a grenade, small arms and mortar attack split the silence and gloom of the
night. Reacting rapidly, the men scrambled for their foxholes to man their awaiting guns.

The main thrust of the attack was directed against the 2d and 3d platoons. Reaching their fighting
positions they immediately opened up with a devastating volume of fire.

The main source of the enemyds fire power was Chi Co
(Washington, D.C.) said.

The following morning the detainees were placed aboard helicopters and evacuated for
interrogation. Then a recon of the area found one NVA body and numerous blood trails leading toward
the mountains.

The company also detained one NVA, found two AK-47 banana clips, three ChiCom hand grenades
and one AK-47 rifle. (11th Bde. 10)
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R&R I n The 6Nam

Sailor Visits Firebase
FSB SAN JUAN HILL T You wonot find this i scelotthedist df1t h I nf.
recommended R & R sites, but Seaman Fred Zweifel (Iron Mountain, Mich.) recently took his leave
here.
Zweifel who serves with the USS Coral Sea chose this mountaintop home of the 4th Bn., 3d Inf. for
his leave so he could spend some time with his hometown buddy of 13 years, SGT Jeff Chartier.
Responding to Chartierds invitation, the young seama
reach his destination, eight miles west of Duc Pho. The first leg of his journey was a mail ship to Da
Nang, the second a fixed wing flight to Chu Lai and Duc Pho, then a jeep ride and finally a resupply
helicopter to the Division firebase.
Zweifel was quite surprised to be greeted on his arrival by LTC Stanley W. Wielga as well as
Chartier. The 4th Bn., 3d Inf. commander gave the traveling seaman a tour of the firebase and the
outlying mountain district of Bat o, and also arrange
gunship for him.
During his four day stay here Zweifel also went to the field for a few hours to meet the men of D Co.

AEveryone went out of their way to make me feel wel con
6l't has really been something | wildl never forget, o s
here, under ratherruggedconditt ons and they really have spirit.o (11tt
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Division Recap

Troops discover caches

By SP4 Dennis L. Selby

Americal Division soldiers recently accounted for 163 enemy killed in the southern | Corps area. In
the same seven day period, the men captured over a half a ton of rice and 10-15 tons of salt.

Geneva Park

Elements of the 198th Infantry Brigade recently policed up a quantity of VC equipment in their area.

While on patrol nine miles northeast of Quang Ngai City, an element of Bravo Company, 1st
Battalion, 6th Infantry picked up a VC suspect and held him for questioning. In the sam vicinity, the
patrol also found a cache that included five SKS carbines, one magazine, 400 rounds of small arms
ammunition, two anti-personnel mines and one hand grenade.

Alpha Company also found a cache while on patrol nine miles north of Quang Ngai City. An
element of this company found a tunnel in which there was one pistol belt, 500 pounds of rice, a 30
pound shaped charge, four hand grenades and eight green and black uniforms. The patrol destroyed
the tunnel and its contents.

An early morning encounter with Charley Company, 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry in an area 19 miles
northwest of Quang Ngai City cost the enemy three VC killed. The three kills wee part of a force that
was estimated at about 14. They were carrying 600 to 800 pounds of rice and weapons.

Iron Mountain

In the mountains six miles east of Duc Pho, soldiers of Bravo Company, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry
discovered 10-15 tons of salt salted away. The cache was in a pit inside a well camouflaged hut.

Twenty-two NVA fell to rocket and gunfire of the 174th Aviation Company (assault Continued on
page six)
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Americal reports

continued from page one

Helicopter) as "Shark gunships turned a routine combat assault into a two hour air-ground battle.

While the company's "Dolphin" utility ships were lifting in one battalion of the 4th ARVN Regiment
and a rifle company of the 3rd Battalion, 1st into landing zones 20 miles northwest of Duc Pho, a
heavy fire-team of gunships spotted fresh .51 caliber gun emplacements, bunkers and structures
thought to be a rice collection point.

"While we were marking the enemy positions with smoke grenades we spotted movement. We saw,
engaged and killed three NVA who were trying to evade along a river." recalled Captain Stephen S.
Riddle, Weaverville, N.C.

"Our rocket fire must have hit a command post because a company element of confused NVA split
into large groups and ran in all directions."

It was then that the gunships were able to take full advantage of their lethal firepower.

Elsewhere "Warlords" of the 123rd Aviation Battalion and Alpha Company, 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry
combined forces to kill three NVA and one VC near the Song Giano River 16 miles northwest of Duc
Pho. One enemy rifle was confiscated in the brief action.

Recon, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry, National Police Field Force and "Shark" gunships recently
teamed up to kill 15 VC while detaining ten of the enemy.

Three AK-47s and three SKS rifles were captured in the action which took place in the lowlands six
miles north of Duc Pho.

"Shark" gunships of the 174th Aviation Company also accounted for three VC killed during an
insertion. According to Warrant Officer James A. Reich, Wilmington, N.C., "We were circling
overhead while the lift ships were inserting. Suddenly a VC with a pack and weapon was spotted
running toward a mountain and dove into a bush. So we started firing up the area pretty good.” Three
VC soldiers were found killed by the gunships.

Frederick Hill

In the hills 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky. Delta Company had one VC inadvertently walk into ther
day laager position. The 18 year old wanderer had wounds in both hands and legs from an earlier
contact with Delta's second platoon. He was evacuated to Hawk Hill.

A combined VC/NVA unit fared badly in the 196th Infantry Brigade's AO following a rurn-in with F
Troop, 17th Cavalry.

The enemy unit was moving near the Tien Phuoc Road six miles south-west of Tam Ky when the
cavalry troops surprised them. They opened up with a .50 caliber machine gun killing two VC and
three NVA soldiers.
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Div. Recap, Action in late
April high, enemy loses 143

CHU LAI (Americal 10) - Division soldiers accounted for 143 enemy soldiers killed during the last
week of April as action remained light until the last day of Aprilwhen it rose sharply.

In the 11th Infantry Brigade area of operations "Warlords" of the 123d Aviation Battalion spotted and
engaged two VC on a hillside overlooking the Ve River 10 miles northwest of Duc Pho. Two SKSs
and one AK-47 were captured in the action.

Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry found two wounded VC in a tunnel two miles south of
Duc Pho. The 11th Brigade soldiers detained the two enemy and confiscated nine hand grenades.

The next day Alpha Company again saw action when they combined with Primo Aviation to kill four
VC in the lowlands three miles south of Duc Pho. Two SKSs and one AK-47 were captured in the
action.

Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry found two wounded VC in a tunnel two miles south of
Duc Pho. The 11th Brigade soldiers detained the two enemy and confiscated nine hand grenades.

The next day Alpha Company again saw action when they combined with Primo Aviation to kill four
VC in the lowlands three miles south of Duc Pho.

Meanwhile, Delta Company, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry engaged three NVA who appeared to be
collecting food from villagers. One of the enemy was killed and an SKS rifle confiscated in the action
which took place in hte Ve River Valley, two miles southwest of Duc Pho.

Alpha Company, also of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry surprised four NVA soldiers who were
swimming in the Tra Cau River five miles west of Duc Pho. One of the enemy was killed and two
wounded and detained by the 11th Brigade "Jungle Warriors."

Action in the 198th Infantry Brigade area of operations was very light during the last week of April.

An element of Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry, was led to a heavily booby-trapped area
by a Viethamese boy.

Under the boy's direction, the infantrymen found four 82mm mortar rounds buried at 50 meter
intervals along a trail. One 82mm mortar round was placed on top of a buried 105mm artillery round.
The booby traps were destroyed in place.

In an area 12 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City, an element of Bravo Company, 1st Battalion,
52nd Infantry observed three VC wearing black shirts and blue shorts.

As the enemy crossed an open rice paddy and tried to hide in a tree line, one of them was spotted
by an alert rifleman who opened up with M-16 fire, killing him.

"He was running and had just entered the woodline," said Specialist Four Edward R. Crown, Flora,
lll. "When they got him." The infantrymen also captured one pack with ten pounds of rice.

Later in the week H Troop, 17th Cavalry discovered an enemy grenade factory while sweeping
through low coastal (continued on page 2)-(continued from page 1) hills just east of the Tra Bong
River.

An artillery forward observe, working with the cavalrymen 10 miles southeast of Chu Lai, spotted the
entrance to a spider hole. The men who checked out the hole, dug into one wall and found a boarded
up section which opened up to the factory.

In a room ten feet by six feet by three feet high, the cavalrymen unearthed one CHICOM hand
grenade, two homemade bangalore torpedoes two bags of empty soda and C Ration cans, two bags
of Chicom hand grenade handles, one Chicom bangalore torpedo, four empty torpedo canisters, one
105mm high explosive artillery round and one pressure type firing device. All of the munitions were
blown in place.

The 196th Infantry Brigade area of operations saw the heaviest action during the last week of April.

"Professionals" of Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry uncovered a moderate size cache in
the rugged highlands 18 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

Discovered in a camouflaged enemy shelter were 130 pounds of potatoes, 25 pounds of rice, five
chickens, two pounds of salt, two pounds of fish and 25 pounds of beans.

Nearby, 400 garden hoes, 20 shovels and an enemy semi-automatic rifle were discovered.



Alpha Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, working seven miles northwest of Tam Ky, spotted and
engaged five VC. As Alpha Company opened fire, one VC was killed while the remainder scattered
into nearby woods.

Later in the afternoon, a VC rallied to the village chief at the base of Hill 74, 10 miles northwest of
Tam Ky. After questioning, it was learned that the enemy killed earlier by Alpha Company was a team
leader for a VC sapper squad.

An NVA patrol wandered into a Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry night attack position 10
miles northwest of Tam Ky. "We saw them when they were about 25 meters away and set off two
claymore mines," said Specialist Four Ronald Tanner, Missoula, Mon. "We checked out the area, and
found two dead NVA and two AK-47 rifles."

The infantrymen also found one pack, two CHICOM grenades and other small items of enemy
equipment.

F Troop, 17th Cavalry came across a cache of approximately one ton of rice. The rice was packed
in bags in an area five miles northwest of Tam Ky.

The troop gave 500 pounds of rice to Regional Force soldiers and the remainder was extracted to
Hawk Hill.

Action increased sharply on the last day of April as 196th Brigade soldiers and allied and support
units killed four VC and 39 NVA.

The action began at 2:00 a.m. when NVA sapper units struck simultaneously at an American
firebase and an ARVN support base 25 miles west of Tam Ky. The bases were shaken by RPG fire,
60mm mortar fire and enemy small arms fie.

The attackers carried satchel charges and continued to fight without slacking for almost an hour after
daylight at both bases. Mortar poundings followed as the enemy were eventually repelled.

American artillery and infantry units teamed up to kill ten NVA at LZ Siberia.
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Montagnard boy
given new home

By SP4 Robert Daniels

FSB BRONCO (11t INF BDE 10) Guy as he was nicknamed but Americal soldiers is a Montagnard
orphan who was recently evacuated to this 11th Brigade firebase for treatment of a gunshot wound.
While here he made many friends, lost a good one and found a new family.

During Guy's three week stay in Company B 23rd Medical Battalion Hospital Specialist Four Michael
Daughtery, Charlotte, NC a medic became the unofficial 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry liaison for the care
and treatment of Guy. As Specialist Daughtery explained, "I went over to the hospital every day and
helped Guy exercise his leg. Then one day we decided to give him a change of scenery."

The Medical Platoon of the 4th Battalion brought Guy over to their area and before long he became
part of it. After his release from the hospital, he lived with the members of the Medical Platoon, the
Commo Platoon and even tried out the officers billets.

Shortly after the boy was evacuated First Lieutenant Robert P. Kettering, Canton, Ohio, former
member began a search throughout the Bato District for Guy's relatives.

When the Bato District Chief informed him that Guy had no living relatives, Kettering then launched a
one man campaign to find someone in Duc Pho District who would adopt the homeless Montagnard
boy. Providence was on his side, for Vo Kim Plumz, hostess for the NCO club became attached to the
Montagnard boy. and convinced her parents to adopt him.

Now Lieutenant Kettering had something to work with, but it would be a long laborious process.
Before the adoption could go any further, the District Chief of Bato and Duc Pho had to agree that the
adoption was best for the boy. Acting as an intermediary, Lt. Kettering was finally able to persuade
them to release Guy for adoption. Kettering however was not destined to bring Guy's adoption to
fruition, for soon after his meeting with the District Chiefs he was killed by an enemy booby-trap.

For the men of the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf. "Old Guard:, Guy's pending adoption and the daily
companionship he now gives them is a fitting tribute to Lt. Kittering.
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"Old Guard" uncovers enemy salt cache
SP4 Robert Daniels

FSB SAN JUAN HILL (11th INF BDE IO) - Due to the efforts of an 11th Infantry Brigade unit,
villagers in the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry area of operations now have 11,000 pounds of salt which
they can use when the need arises.

The large salt cache was uncovered recently by a platoon from Company B of the "Old Guard".

"It is the first cache we have found in eight months but one this size makes the wait worthwhile," said
Specialist 4 Robert Scott of South Dayton, N.Y. The company was patrolling 120 yards east of the
Song Ve River when the point element spotted the camouflaged hooch.

The Kit Carson Scout was leery of the area so the first platoon, the point element for the company,
reconned the area by fire before moving up to investigate the hut.

Private First Class Russell Pincardi, Fall River, Mass., said, "The hooch looked like an ordinary one,
except for a plastic covering over the top, but what we found inside wasn't." Inside the hooch was five
and a half tons of rock salt stored in an area 12 by 20 feet. The storage area started at ground level
and angled down to a depth of five feet. Along with the satt was found an aluminum ? which was used
to shovel the salt into sandbags.

The second and third platoons secured the area while the first platoon cut a landing zone so that
choppers could deliver sandbags. One squad from each platoon was detailed to fil the sandbags and
it was late evening before the task was completed. All that remained now was to guard the salt so
that it could be extracted the next morning.

Tight security was set up around the salt throughout the night. the next morning, a Chinook
helicopter "hooked" the enormous cache to FSB Bronco.

First Lieutenant Larry Collett, Oklahoma City, the Battalion's S-5, said, "Salt is a precious commodity
to the Viethamese people. It will be distributed to the local villagers as part of a continuing programs
to return enemy staples to the people.”
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1,000 Montagnards inoculated
By SSG Tim Palmer
LZ San JUAN HILL (AMERICAL 1I0O) i For the Montagnard villagers of Minh Tri it was just another
day of rice harvesting when the heavily loaded Special Forces truck maneuvered down the dusty ox
lane.
As is common with the Montagnard people, even the children, the villagers held back with little more
than a puzzled look on the faces as the truckload of Division medics ground to a halt in the school
yard.
First from the truck was First Lieutenant Larry Collett, Oklahoma City, followed closely by his
Popular Force interpreter, borrowed for that purpose from Minh Long a near by Special Forces camp.
In their own tongue, distinctly different from the regional Vietnamese the interpreter explained to the
village chief that the Americans were there to provide the inoculations to the townspeople.
Taking the initiative, and with the help of a portable public address system which Lieutenant Collett
had brought along, the aged village leader explained the visit to everyone within earshot.
It wasndt | ong before the small schoolyard was teemin
At this point they lined up and over two hundred received the preventive
inoculations. Throughout the course of the day over one thousand inoculations were given.
The goodwill project started with a request for help from the Special Forces Group at Minh Long.
Although realizing the need forth e me di c al service the American Green Be
or the medical personnel available to accomplish the job. And so they called upon the Americal to
lend a hand.
The unit involved, the 4th Battalion, 31st (typo? might be 4/3rd) infantry, received the request
through the battalion S-5 section, headed by Lieutenant Collett.
Lieutenant Collett new in the job but very deter mine
result of projects such as these we can both curb the spread of dsease and at the same time maintain
good feelings between the Americans and the Vietnamese
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DIV RECAP: ACTION LIGHT
THROUGHOUT AMERICAL AO

In sporadic fighting in the beginning of June in Southern | Corps 175 enemy soldiers lost their lives to
Americal soldiers. In the heaviest action of Operation Geneva Park Charlie Company of the 1st
Battalion, 52nd Infantry, killed 3 NVA and found 1,000 pounds of rice. Elsewhere in Operation
Fredrick Hill the 3rd Battalion [3-21] encountered the heaviest action in the Division area of operation
which resulted in the death of 12 enemy soldiers in a day's fighting. The lightest action in the Division
occurred in Operation Iron Mountain which accounted for 5 enemy killed in the past week.

IRON MOUNTAIN
The lightest action in the division area occurred in the 11th Infantry Brigade in the first week of June.
Charlie Company, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry killed one VC and one NVA on the Suoi Nga Man River
four miles south of Duc Pho recently.
Charlie Company, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry accounted for three VC killed by claymore mines in the
mountains 15 miles west of Duc Pho. One carbine, 30 pounds of rice, and 20 pounds of salt were
confiscated in the brief action.
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Miss Four Deuce 1970

SP4 Robert Daniels

FSB SAN JUAN HILL (11th INF BDE I0O) - Who says you need Bert Parks to stage a beauty
contest? A mortar platoon for the 11th Infantry Brigade recently proved that you don't even need real
flesh and blood contestants when they elected "Miss Four Deuce of 1970".

The contest, which was the brain child of Staff Sergeant Wilfred Linde, Cristobal, Canal Zone,
Panama, was judged by photographs of the contestants. Sergeant Linde is the platoon sergeant for
the 4.2 Mortar Platoon for the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry. Single men of the unit nominated their girl
friends and fiancees by pinning their pictures on the bulletin board. The married men served as
judges. Their choice?

Miss Carol Nigh of Kewaskun, Wisc. was the girl who won the hearts and minds of the married men.
She received a letter of congratulations and a dozen red roses along with her title. Her sponsor was
Private First Class Francis Theusch, also of Kewaskum, who had to take a rain check on the
customary congratulatory kiss.

Miss Nigh is the President of the Kewaskum High School Student Council and after having been
chosen as Miss Four Deuce she decided to do something for the men. At the next session of the
Student Council she presented the idea of setting up correspondence between San Juan Hill and the
High School girls. Miss Nigh then asked for a list of men who are on San Juan Hill. It wasn't long after
she received the list that the high school girls at Kewaskum began to send letters and packages to the
men of the mortar platoon.

In addition to the girls, the V.F.W. and other community clubs began to send packages and letters.
Sergeant Linde said, "l never thought that the idea would blossom into anything like this.

Sergeant Robert Rau, Covington, La., and Specialist Four Crispin Salis, Laredo, Tex., who recently
returned to the States plan to visit their pen pals from Kewaskum High.

Private First Class Ricky Saddoris, Des Moines, lowa, received a package and a letter from a
Kewaskun High girl and had just started writing here when three more girls began to write him.

"l am going to see one of the girls when I return to the "World" but | have not decided which one to
visit yet."
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Division Recap
Children reveal caches

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) - In Operation Geneva Park several Vietnamese children lead troopers of
H Troop, 17th Cavalry to an impressive cache of 96 mortar rounds, 60 mines, and a variety of other
highly explosive ordnance. Elsewhere in Operation Fredrick Hill the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry and
the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, accounted for three-fourths of the brigades 43 enemy killed for the
week. In Operation Iron Mountain the 174th Aviation Company killed 34 NVA in a two day action.

Iron Mountain

The Recon platoon of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry engaged two VC in the early morning hours and
picked up an SKS at the site of the engagement. Pursuing a blood trail until early afternoon, the recon
element spotted three VC and killed one. The action took place in the mountains six miles southwest
of Duc Pho. Company D, 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry, wounded and detained two VC while working in
the lowlands 26 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Bravo Company, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry killed one VC. The kill came in the foothills seven miles
south of Duc Pho. Recon 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry accounted for one VC killed with claymores in the
mountains six miles south of Duc Pho. In action lasting two days, Sharks of the 174th Aviation
Company killed 34 NVA while flying in support of the 4th ARVN Regiment. The action which took
place near Nghia Hanh, 18 miles northwest of Duc Pho, netted one enemy light machine gun, two .51
caliber enemy machine guns and an AK-47.

A Kit Carson scout working with the ARVN said the enemy force was the remains of his battalion, or
about two companies.

Recon, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry engaged an undetermined number of NVA with supporting artillery
fire from B battery, 6th Artillery. The atrtillery barrages continued through the evening and a morning
check of the area by the Recon element turned up two dead NVA and one AK-47. The action took
place in the mountains seven miles southwest of Duc Pho.

Company B engaged three of the NVA in the early morning hours when they set off a trip flare in
front of the company's NDP. Small arms fire and hand grenades thrown from the company's
defensive position accounted for one NVA killed. One pistol was confiscated in the action, which
occurred in the foothills six miles west of Duc Pho.

Company A, 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry, while working along Song Tra Khuc (Tra Khuc River) 25
miles northwest of Duc Pho, engaged and killed on VC across the river. A short time later, Alpha
engaged three on the opposite bank, killing two. Bravo and Delta Companies, 1st Battalion, 20th
Infantry engaged eight VC, killing two. One pistol was confiscated by Company B in the action, which
occurred in the lowlands north of Duc Pho.

Company D, 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry engaged two VC in the lowlands 26 miles northwest of Duc
Pho. One of the enemy was killed, and one was wounded and detained.

The detained VC was carrying a pressure-type firing device.

Company C, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry observed and engaged two VC when the enemy came out
of the jungle in the lowlands 16 miles north of Duc Pho. Both enemy soldiers were kiled in the action.

The Recon platoon of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry was led to an arms cache by a Hoi Chanh. The
cache consisted of two heavy automatic weapons, two carbines, one SKS and a CHICOM
submachine gun. The weapons were located in a cave 22 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Company D observed two VC evading and engaged them, kiling one and wounding one. The
action took place in the lowlands 26 miles northwest of Duc Pho.
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146 enemy killed

Weekly Recap: action decreases

By SP4 Dennis L. Selby

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) 1 During the last week of May there was a noticeable decrease in enemy
activity in Southern | Corps with Division units killing 146 enemy soldiers and capturing more than 50
individual weapons.

Geneva Park

While moving toward their night laager position late Wednesday evening, Charlie Company, 1st
Battalion, 52nd Infantry encountered five Viet Cong wearing black clothing in the mountainous terrain
18 miles north of Quang Ngai City.

The 198th Infantry Brigade infantrymen opened up on the enemy with automatic weapons fire to kill
three and detain one. A sweep of the area produced several packs and several miscellaneous
documents.

The following day while maneuvering in an area 17 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City, Bravo
Company, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry discovered a bunker that concealed a tunnel exit.

The infantrymen searched the bunker and found eight 57mm recoilless rifle rounds, one sighting
device for a machinegun, two AK-7 magazines and a cleaning rod. The company destroyed the
equipment.

Frederick Hill

In the Operation Frederick Hill area last Thursday, it was barely dawn when Bravo Company, 4th
Battalion, 31st Infantry tangled with a band of three VC. The 196th Brigade infantrymen were
sweeping about 14 miles northwest of Tam Ky, when they came face to face with the enemy soldiers.

ionly one was carrying a weaponh. He snapped
First Class Joseph Jones, Memphis, Tenn., pointman for the platoon.

But the Bravo Company troopers didnét buy it.

weapons fire, killing two of the enemy. The remaining enemy escaped, carrying a weapon.

The recon platoon of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry decided to attend a Viet Cong garden party the
following day, even though they were not invited.

While cutting their way through thick vegetation nine miles northwest of Tam Ky, the point element
of the recon platoon heard voices.

iThe voices were coming from about 10 meters
Four Larry Hardin, Steger, I
were saying. Their weapons were lyingonthegr ound . 0

The VC were working in a large garden that apparently supplied a battalion of enemy soldiers. The
AfLegionnaireso crashed into the hedgerow and

five more as they scattered. 0

While searching a village 10 miles northwest of Tam Ky, Friday, Alpha Company, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf.
discovered 1,000 pounds of rice in a tunnel beneath a hootch.

Shortly before entering the village, the infantrymen spotted one VC. He was engaged and killed by
small arms fire.

While on a sweep five miles west of Tam Ky, Bravo Company, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., uncovered a sapper
training site recently. The area consisted of three sections of barbed wire, which was destroyed by
the infantrymen.

(Continued)
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(Continued)

Iron Mountain

Forgetting to pull the pin on a grenade cost an NVA soldier his life in a recent action which killed
three NVA in the mountains eight miles southwest of Duc Pho.

Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry observed the three NVA evading to the east, all
carrying packs and wearing brush as camouflage.

The ensuing engagement, killed one NVA and a sweep of the area produced the grenade-throwing
NVA and the third member of the trio-both dead.

In an action five miles southwest of Duc Pho, Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry was
credited with eight VC killed. Six were found on a check of an area of previous contact. Two enemy

were kiled at mid-mor ni ng by a patrol of Alpha Co. that remained
position.

One 9mm pistol and three hand grenades were confiscated in the action.

I n a-aimhmomno in the 11th Brigade area recently, Charli

an 800 to 1,000 pound unpolished rice cache buried in the lowlands four miles south of Duc Pho.
In the same general area, Alpha Co., 4th Bn., 21stInf. found a dead VC who had been killed by
artillery. The enemy was found in the foothills five miles south of Duc Pho. The kill was attributed to A
Battery, 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery.
Gunships of the 174th Aviation Company, flying in support of Charlie Co., 5th Bn., 21st Inf., recently
accounted for four NVA dead.
The fAiSharko gunships were called to station over the
of Duc Pho after an element of the company had been engaged by six to seven NVA.



As a local Vietnamese nurse looks on, Captain Melvin Gorelick, Battalion Surgeon of the
Division’s 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry, 11th Infantry Brigade, inoculates a young girl for
smallpox. The vaccination program administered to.over one thousand Montagnard
villagers in the Minh Long District southwest of Chu Lai. (Photo by SSG Tim Palmer)

June 12, 1970 . SOUTHERN CROSS

12Jun70-Southern Cross Vol. 3 No. 21 Page 3
Photo Caption: As a local Vietnamese nurse looks on, Captain Melvin Gorelick, Battalion Surgeon of
t he Di vthSBattalions3rd Infantry, 11th Infantry Brigade, inoculates a young girl for

smallpox. The vaccination program administered to over one thousand Montagnard villagers in the
Minh Long District southwest of Chu Lai. (Photo by SSG Tim Palmer)
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NVA swimmers hit
By SGT Robert Daniels

FSB SAN JUAN HILL (11th INF BDE OI) i Swimming during duty hours recently cost one NVA his
life and the freedom of two of his cohorts when an 11th Infantry Brigade unit of the Division invaded an
NVA swimming hole.

Company A, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry was moving down a trail near the Tra Cau River 10
miles northwest of Duc Pho when the pointman Specialist Four Dave Paavola, Pelkie, Mich., spotted
the NVA splashing around in the river. The third platoon was in high elephant grass and quickly
concealed themselves.

Ser geant James Rippl, Nor nah, Wi s . , recall ed,
proper time to strike but we first had to clear it through the command post because there were friendly

iThe

troops in the area. 0 Af t emplateoh agpeneddire with M60s,M-79seanck i ved t

M-16s.

Following the fire fight the second squad secured the high ground and the first squad moved down
to the river. A search of the area revealed one dead NVA and another wounded not more than 10
meters away.

About the same time, another wounded NVA who had taken flight ran right into the waiting guns of
the fourth platoon. The wounded enemy soldier was immediately detained. It was learned from the
detainees that there had been nine soldiers in the river.

A follow-up search revealed four blood trails running off into the mountains.

f

he
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Weekly recap
Division soldiers tally 114 enemy

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) - Last week saw 114 enemy fall to the guns of the Americal. In operation
Frederick Hill, the "Polar Bears" of Charlie Company, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry received 13 Hoi
Chanh, of which six brought their families. Elsewhere in Operation Iron Mountain the "Jungle
Warriors" of the 11th Infantry Brigade accounted for 31 enemy killed. The lightest action occurred in
Operation Geneva Park as the "Brave and Bold" of the 198th Infantry Brigade tallied eight enemy
killed.

Operation Iron Mountain

Early in the week Company D, 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry accounted for one VC killed in the early
morning hours while working near the Song Tra Khuc River northwest of Duc Pho. Later in the day
they picked up another three VC killed with claymore mines.

The same day elements of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry killed two VC and confiscated one AK-47
rifle.

The next day Company D, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry engaged four VC who were spotted by the
element's Kit Carson Scout. In the following hit and run fire fight one of the enemy was killed. The
action occurred in the lowlands north of Duc Pho.

In an evening engagement with five VC, Company D, accounted for two of the enemy killed. Three
packs and four grenades were confiscated in the action which occurred in the lowlands north of Duc
Pho.

Working in the lowlands southeast of Duc Pho, Company D, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry uncovered a
.51 caliber machinegun.

Company A, 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry and E Troop, 1st Cavalry accounted for two VC killed while
working together on the Song Tra Khue [?this might be a typo?] River northwest of Duc Pho.

Company A, 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry uncovered a 10-ton rice cache near the Song Tra Khuc River
northwest of Duc Pho. The rice was found in 55 gallon drums and baskets in asmall ville.

"Sharks" of the 174th Aviation Company sighted and engaged two NVA on the Song Ve River
northwest of Duc Pho. One of the enemy was killed when they attempted to swim the river, the other
evaded into heavy vegetation.

Company A, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry uncovered a two and one-half rice cache while working near
the Song Ve River northwest of Duc Pho. The rice was found in numerous hooches, most of it in 55
gallon drums and some in large baskets.

Company D, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry had a heavy day of action working adjacent to the South
China Sea north of Duc Pho. The element initially killed one VC and one NVA, detaining two enemy
soldiers and confiscating one AK-47. Later, on information supplied by a Viethnamese National, the
element learned that two VC were scheduled to arrive at his ville. The company engaged and killed
both VC when their Kit Carson Scout spout spotted them approaching.

Recon engaged a seven to nine man VC squad in the foothills west of Duc Pho. The ensuing fire
fight resulted in four enemy killed, two automatic weapons, one AK-47, one Carbine, and four
grenades confiscated.

Company B killed one VC in an yearly morning engagement with an undetermined size enemy
force. Four of the enemy were detained in the action which occurred in the lowlands north of Duc
Pho.

Company C engaged and killed one VC while working in the mountains northwest of Duc Pho. One
pack, assorted medical supplies, 10 pounds of rice, and NVA canteen, and a knife were confiscated
following the action.
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122 enemy fall
Div Recap: Week's

action increases

CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10) - Action in Southern | Corps saw a slight increase over the previous
week's action as the soldiers of the Division accounted for 122 enemy killed. In Operation Frederick
Hill the "Chargers" of the 196th Infantry Brigade killed 43 enemy, confiscated 17 individual weapons,
and uncovered an 18-bed hospital and dispensary. Elsewhere in Operation Geneva Park the "Brave
and Bold" of the 198th Infantry Brigade accounted for 20 enemy killed. Operation Iron Mountain saw
the "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Infantry Brigade kill 28 of the enemy and detain 22 in increased
action for the week.

Iron Mountain

In moderate action the "Gimlets" of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry killed 14 enemy soldiers, detained
nine and confiscated numerous miscellaneous items.

Early in the week Recon engaged an unknown size VC element in the early morning hours, killing
four of the enemy. Nine VC were detained as they fled in the area, adjacent to the South China Sea,
south of Duc Pho.

The 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry accounted for five enemy killed and 13 detained in the weeks action.
The "Sykes' Regulars" combined with the 26th Engineer Battalion to give the enemy two set backs by
uncovering as many caches.

Late in the week Company D made contact with an undetermined size enemy force on a mid-day
insertion in the lowlands north of Duc Pho. As a result of the action three VC were killed and 10
enemy suspects were detained.

The same day Company and the 26th Engineers dealt the enemy two blows with out firing a shot
during the day, while working in the Song Ve River delta north of Duc Pho. Company B found two AK-
47s while patrolling a treeline in the area. Later the combined elements uncovered a tunnel and
bunker complex. One bag of explosives, one bandoleer of loaded rifle magazines, one bag of
explosives, one bandoleer of loaded rifle magazines, one bag of metal frag pieces, 25 pounds of corn,
an assortment of booby-trap firing devices, and two CHICOM grenades were found in the complex,
which was destroyed.

In light contacts throughout the week the "Old Guard" of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry killed five
enemy soldiers and captured several weapons.

Late in the week D Company uncovered an enemy bunker complex while working in the mountains
northwest of Duc Pho.
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A tale on the trail

By SGT Robert Daniels

FSB SAN JUAN HILL (11th INF BDE I0) -- The sun radiates a harsh heat and no breeze stirs the
heavy watery air; moderate, but lush, foliage and underbrush lends Alpha Company's first platoon a
trail.

The unit, the 4th Battalion 3rd Infantry, slowly but adeptly progresses down the path, each man
separated from the next by an imaginary "combat interval."

The 11th Infantry Brigade men are quiet. The pointman passes, eyes to the front, over and around
the trail.

The platoon pushes on. Some are bent under the added weight of a radio or an M60 machinegun
or a few extra claymores.

In an instant the column is on the ground, eyes and ears strained to the foreign jungle. By some
manner of communication, a combination of hand signals and a whisper, "movement to the front." was
passed from the point. No immediate thoughts, just reactions.

Then the wait, "How many are there?" "Did we walk into an ambush?"

Those forward seek clues from the point's actions and signals. Further back, men wait for a
clearance sign or the sound of gunfire. The column's rear is tense and looks down the direction from
which they had just passed.

"It's only a deer,” hop-scotches the relief-filled words spreads among the men.

Men sigh, smile, wipe their brows, all rise on the trail and readjust their packs and weapons for utility
and comfort. Tensions are relieved and breathing returns to normal. The platoon again moves out.
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3 VC walk into 'Old Guard'

By SGT Robert Daniels

FSB SAN JUAN HILL (11th INF BDE IO) -- Walking into an ambush set up by the Recon Platoon,
4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry was their first mistake but playing possum for a "Primo" Light Observation
Helicopter (LOH) from the 11th Infantry Brigade Aviation Section proved to be the clincher for three
VC eight miles west of Duc Pho in the Song Ve River Valley.

"We were in an ambush site on the side of a hill overlooking a rice paddy and three VC just walked
right into us," said Specialist Four Randolph Gordon.

"The careless VC blundered into a barrage of claymores and small arms fire. We hurried down to
the old trail and spotted a VC dragging his comrade toward the high ground to the northwest," added
Specialist Gordon.

On the trail the recon team found one dead VC and three hastily discarded packs containing food
and other items. Then they moved out in pursuit of the two enemy soldiers.

Hearing movement to their front the recon team opened fire and called in gunships.

A few minutes later a LOH arrived and the machinegunner spotted two VC lying in an open area.
They appeared dead but when the LOH went down for a close look one of the VC tried to get his
weapon up. The machinegunner immediately opened fire on the two VC.

After the LOH pulled away the recon team moved up the hill to investigate the gunship damage and
found two more dead VC. They also confiscated one AK-47.
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Ploy nabs 4 officers

By SGT Robert Daniels

FSB SAN JUAN HILL (11th INF BDE IO) - On a day of small element ambush missions, an 11th
Infantry Brigade unit netted six NVA and VC. Operating in the rough mountainous terrain six miles
southwest of Duc Pho, the men of Company A, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry, also confiscated four
weapons and other items of enemy gear.

Early in the morning, the third platoon set up their site on a ridge line overlooking a well used trail.
They were soon rewarded as two NVA walked into a deadly barrage. A search of the two enemy
dead revealed that one was a company commander and one was a political officer for the area.

Confiscated in the action was an AK-47, two CHICOM grenades, and other military equipment.

After securing the gear, the platoon moved down the trail to set up another ambush position. And
again they were successful as two more NVA walked into their waiting trap.

Said Private First Class Larry Toman, Reed City, Mich., "We cautiously moved toward the bodies
and discovered that they were both officers."

"When we moved down the trail to set another ambush, we never dreamed we would get two more
officers headed to meet the two we had killed that morning," stated platoon leader First Lieutenant
Gene D. Phillipson, Whitehall, Wis.

From this site the men confiscated one AK-47 and one 9mm Chinese pistol. "The officer carrying
the AK was prepared-he had his weapon on full automatic and had a full banana clip in it,” added
Private Toman.

In the meantime, the 81lmm mortar platoon had been patrolling the area looking for a suitable
ambush site when the pointman, Sergeant Alvis Humphries, Marion, N.Y., suddenly came face-to-
face with an NVA coming down the trail from the opposite direction. Sergeant Humphries and the
NVA were within 20 meters of each other when he opened up. Sergeant David Whalen, Rose Creek,
Mich., opened up simultaneously with his M-16. The NVA immediately dropped his SKS rifle and ran
back down the trail. When the squad finally caught up with the wounded NVA he was already dead.
A search of the NVA revealed 24 rounds of SKS ammunition in ammo pouches.

Late in the afternoon the first platoon got into the act when a VC stumbled into their position. "He
was heading for a group of deserted hooches and looked like he didn't have a worry in the world," said
Lieutenant Thomas Norton, East Orange, N.J.. The deceased was found to be carrying two CHICOM
grenades.

In the final action of the day, the third platoon again scored with its third ambush along the same
trail. It was late in the evening when a single NVA came hurrying down the trail. "He was looking up
and down like he was expecting something," stated Sergeant Jonny Roberts, Gransboro, N.C., "when
he walked into our kill zone."

With a pouring rain coming down, the men of Company A began heading back to their night
defensive position to await a restless night and the warm sun of a new day.
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Div gets 95

Div Recap: Action

for week declines

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) - Action decreased considerably for the week as troopers of the Americal
accounted for 95 enemy killed. The heaviest action of the week saw "Chargers" of the 196th Infantry
Brigade in Operation Frederick Hill kill 41 enemy soldiers and capture several weapons. In Operation
Iron Mountain the "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Infantry Brigade tallied 25 enemy soldiers. Elsewhere
in Operation Geneva Park action continued at a light pace as the "Brave and Bold" of the 198th
Infantry Brigade nabbed six enemy soldiers and uncovered several bunker and tunnel complexes.

Iron Mountain

In the largest single contact of the week in Operation Iron Mountain the "Gimlets" of the 4th
Battalion, 21st Infantry killed six Viet Cong.

While working in the lowlands south of Duc Pho, Recon uncovered a bunker complex which was two
stories high in places. In the process of searching and destroying the complex the "Gimlets" killed six
VC.

The "Always First" of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry netted five VC in the weeks action.

In the middle of the week while working under "Shark” gunships Bravo Company killed one VC and
detained another. Later in the day the infantrymen uncovered a tunnel which revealed three dead VC.

Very light action for the week was the rule for Delta Company of the "Old Guard"
who accounted for one VC killed while on patrol in the mountains southwest of Duc

Pho.

"Sharks" of the 174th Aviation Battalion and "Primo" Aviation teamed up on two different occasions
during the week to kill seven enemy soldiers.

In the middle of the week two aviation units combined for two VC in the lowlands north of Duc Pho
and the next day for five more while working near the Song Tra Khuc River.



21Aug70-Southern Cross Vol. 3 No. 30 Page 2
Day's work nets Old Guard 4

FSB SAN JUAN HILL (11th INF BDE IO) - "We were just beginning to settle down into our day
ambush position," recalled Sergeant Wayne S. Brown, Shelton, Wash., "when | heard someone
detonate one of our claymores." Such was the beginning of a day's action which would net the 11th
Brigade's Company A, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry four enemy dead. The "Old Guard," working eight
miles southwest of Duc Pho, did not let an initial victory slow their dogged pursuit of the enemy.

Continued Sergeant Brown, the third platoon sergeant, "We all ducked when we heard the blast but
all kept at least one eye out because we were set up on a main travel route. Suddenly three NVA
appeared in front of our position."

Added Sergeant John M. Roberts, Charlotte, N.C., "I glanced up just in time to see one of them not
more than three yards from me." Sergeant Roberts immediately opened up with his M-16. After the
first engagement one lay dead and another seriously wounded.

It wasn't a long walk on the trail before the platoon came upon a pile of equipment and two badly
wounded NVA. "they did not drag themselves very far from our location. As we approached, one
NVA with dying strength attempted to pull the pin on [a] hand grenade which was lying next to him,"
reported Sergeant Brown. The platoon instinctively hit the ground and finished the aggressive NVA.

That afternoon, the third platoon of Alpha, following a trail from the initial ambush site, discovered a
tunnel. Dropping a couple of hand grenades into the hole and checking it out after the blast produced
another dead NVA.

A trooper of Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry,

11th Infantry Brigade goes out to meet the company’s

resupply chopper, a welcome sight for any infantryman.

(Photo by SP4 Herbert Brady, 523rd Sig. Bn.)
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Photo Caption: A trooper of Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry, 11th Infantry Brigade goes out
to meet the company's resupply chopper, a welcome sight for any infantryman. (Photo by SP4
Herbert Brady, 523rd Sig. Bn.)
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It's hot, dirty, hazardous work
By SP4 Peter R. Sorensen

FSB BRONCO (11th INF BDE IO) -- It is hot, dirty and hazardous work, but the men of the 26th
Engineer Battalion's land clearing platoon and a security platoon from the 11th Infantry Brigade's 4th
Battalion, 3rd Infantry tackle their land clearing mission, nine miles north of Duc Pho, as just another
job. For three weeks, these Division soldiers have been hacking and bulldozing down the heavy
brush and undergrowth which covers the landscape growing 100 yards from the South China Sea.

"Our mission is to level this area,” stated First Lieutenant Neil H. Stadlman, Sac City, lowa, land
clearing platoon leader, "and remove enemy bunkers, mines and booby traps. We clear 400 to 500
square yards a day and so far have clearedabout 400 acr es. Webve di scovered
about 50 enemy bunkers.

The mechanized hulks which break and tame the land are five D-7 bulldozers, one of which is
equipped with a brush cutting Rome plow, and two combat engineer vehicles (CEV). On some
occasions a 100 foot anchor chain weighing 9,000 pounds, is dragged between two dozers to cut
down foliage. This method, reports Lieutenant Stadlman, is also useful in "locating" mines and booby
traps.

With a CEV bringing up the rear as a mobile command post, the bulldozers assault the hostile
terrain on line. Dust fills the air. Debris flies in all directions. At times, the dozers break formation to
singularly engage a tough patch of earth.

Security for the engineers is provided by a platoon from Company C, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry.
Commented platoon leader First Lieutenant Nick Prevas, Baltimore, Md., "The operation has been
going real fine. We have had good cooperation with the engineer project." "The main problem is to
adequately provide security around the machines without hitting booby traps. Daily we use mine dogs
and so far we've been real lucky."

By day's end the engineers and infantrymen are tired. The engineers are stripped to the waist with
rolled up pant legs. All wear powder brown masks of dust and sweat. Their faces bear darker brown
trails where sweat has traveled from brow to chin. "It's not that bad. No cold beer, no clean clothes,
nor showers...but it's our job," commented Staff Sergeant Nathen Allen, Jr., Jacksonville, Fla., smiling.

Returning to their night defensive position on the shore of the South China Sea, Lieutenant
Stadiman pointed out, "They're not done yet. Two hours of maintenance must be performed on each
vehicle." But like clearing land, maintenance is pulled automatically. Hot, dirty and hazardous. Yes,
"but it's our job."



Photo Captions:

1) A D-7 bulldozer lumbers forward in search of another chunk of underbrush  to munch on. The
vehicle is being employed on the land clearing project  of the 26th Engineer Battalion five miles
northwest of Duc Pho. (Photo by SP4 Peter R. Sorensen)
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Two “Jungle Warriors™ of the 11th Infantry Brigade’s Charlie Company, 4th Battalion,
3rd Infantry survey the job site as they provide security for the 26th Engineers on their
land clearing operation. (Photo by SP4 Peter R. Sorensen)

2) Two "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Infantry Brigade‘sCharIie Company, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry
survey the job site as they provide security for the 26th Engineers on their land clearing operation.
(Photo By SP4 Peter R. Sorensen)
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Infantryman begins new life

By SGT Robert Daniels

FSB BRONCO (11th INF BDE 10) - Specialist Four Mike Halty's R&R to Hawaii was more than a
reunion with his wife. It was also the beginning of a new way of life for the 11th Infantry Brigade
infantryman. He became a citizen of the United States.

Specialist Halty was born in Montevideo Uruguay, and came to the United States in 1950 when
his father obtained a position at Ohio State University as professor of Dramatics. Later Mike
accompanied his parents to Paris and Switzerland before returning to Uruguay where he spent the
next seven years completing his elementary and junior high school education. In 1962 the Haltys
returned to the United States to settle in the Los Angeles area.

Specialist Halty completed his high school education in Los Angeles in 1968 and later that year
was married to an American citizen. With an occupation in the police department in mind, Mike
applied for his citizenship papers only to be presented with his draft notice the very next day.

Specialist Halty came to Vietnam as an infantryman with Company A, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry.
Here he had his second chance to become a citizen when he learned that MACV arranges R&R to
Hawaii to obtain citizenship.

May 8th was a day in the life of Mike which not only reunited him with his wife but also gave him
the right to be called an "American." "My wife and work, that is my life, and the United States is
where | want to live that life,” said Specialist Halty.
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BACKFIRES ON ENEMY
By SGT Robert Daniels

FSB SAN JUAN HILL (11th INF BDE 10) -- Two NVA from the 403 Sapper Battalion stalking
a unit of the 11th Infantry Brigade recently made the mistake of walking into an ambush six miles
southwest of Duc Pho. The third platoon of Company A, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry was set up on a
ridgeline overlooking a major resupply route when the two sappers walked into their perimeter
defenses.

"The two NVA must have been tracking us because they were heavily armed and were looking
for signs of our presence," said first Lieutenant Gene O. Phillipson, Whitehall, Wis., third platoon
leader. "The previous day we killed seven enemy soldiers and | think these two had been sent to
hunt us down."

"We were sitting there real quiet when we heard a noise and the bush started cracking,"
explained Lieutenant Phillipson. "l glanced over at the next position and saw the men tense, their
weapons were pointed toward the sound and one had his claymore detonating device in hand."
The two NVA were within 15 feet of the perimeter when the platoon opened up. Taken completely
by surprise, they dropped their weapons.

The squad immediately took off in pursuit of the now fleeing NVA. They had gone about 100
meters when they saw an NVA lying in the bush. As the infantrymen approached the are they saw
the NVA move and when he did they opened up killing him. Another 20 meters into the brush
revealed the second NVA and a quick burst of automatic weapons fire brought to two the number
of sappers killed.

A search of the bodies revealed an AK-47, an AK-50, plus two sacks of CHICOM grenades.
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A 4th Battahon 3rd lntantry soldler of the 11th Infantry
Brigade provndes rear security for a small patrol in a
narrow valley southwest of Duc Pho.

(Photo by SGT Robert Daniels)
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Photo Caption: A 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry soldier of the 11th Infantry Brigade provides rear

security for a small patrol in a narrow valley southwest of Duc Pho. (Photo by SGT Robert
Daniels)
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SOLDIER SEES BULLETS
HITTING AT HIS FEET
By SGT Robert Daniels

FSB SAN JUAN HILL (11th INF BDE I0) - A pointman of the 11th Infantry Brigade recently found
out what it is like to confront an NVA at 10 yards
and have his weapon misfire.

Private First Class Larry D.Toman, Reed City, Mich., Company A, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry, was
walking point for the third platoon on a reconnaissance patrol six miles southwest of Duc Pho. "We
had just entered the woodline when we heard a warning shot," said Private Toman. The
platoon moved forward another 30 yards into the woodline. Private Toman, walking up a natural
stone step to higher ground, looked up to see an NVA with an AK-47 looking back at him.

"As soon as | saw him | pulled the trigger and had a misfire. When he pulled his trigger | could
see smoke coming out of his barrel and | could just feel the bullets hitting me" related Private
Toman, He immediately dove into some brush with bullets impacting at his feet and the ominous
sound of the AK-47 firing away on full automatic. Sergeant Maurice LaRock, Forest Dale, VT, was
walking behind him, When the NVA opened up he dove for cover and returned fire, but the NVA
had already jumped back into the brush, Looking for more cover, Private Toman dove behind an
advancing machinegunner who was then able to cover the area where the NVA had disappeared.

Private Toman never knew how close he had come to being hit until he found a clean hole
through his ruck sack.

"It took me a long time to build up enough confidence to walk point because of the stories they
told us in advanced infantry training about a face-to-face meeting with NVA soldiers. Now | know
what they were talking about.”
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Old Guard gets VC
By SGT Robert Daniels

FSB SAN JUAN HILL (11th INF BDE 10) -- A surprise meeting at a trail junction netted Company
C, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry one VC while working nine miles northwest of Duc Pho. The 11th
Infantry Brigade unit was caught by surprise but not off guard.

The third platoon was securing a trail junction and preparing an ambush when Private First Class
Jose Salichs, Brooklyn, N.Y., security man, heard three VC talking.

Said Private Salichs, "l was pulling security for the men setting out claymores when | heard some
VC talking and saw them through the brush. They were headed right for the trail junction so |
turned to warn the men. They didn't hear me so | opened up.”

The platoon immediately hit the ground and as they did, Staff Sergeant James E. Hayes, Rocky
Point, N.C., opened up in support of Private Salichs. One VC was killed instantly, but his two
cohorts managed to evade back down the trail.

A search of the dead VC turned up two AK-47 magazines and six CHICOM hand grenades.
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Mass 'Red' attack
repelled by 4th-3rd

By SGT Robert Daniels

FSB SAN JUAN HILL (11th INF BDE I0) - A unit from the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry recently came
under an intense ground attack from an unknown size enemy force while securing a temporary fire
support base, located 15 miles northwest of Duc Pho.

Enemy movement in the area had been intense during the initial establishment of the fire support
base. "It was about noon one day when the "Reds" got on line and cut off the medical platoon from
the remainder of the security forces," said Platoon Sergeant Willie Morgan, Colorado Springs, Colo.

Captain Lawrence Wan, Hong Kong, battalion surgeon, immediately consolidated his defense and
rapidly held a briefing to plan the counter-assault phase. "The enemy had already secured an area to
the immediate front of the medical platoon's bunker," said Sergeant Morgan.

Captain Wan decided that it would be best to use gasoline to drive back the massive wave attack.
But a series of counter-attacks failed to push the enemy off the terrain they had secured earlier that
day.

Realizing the ineffectiveness of the DDT, Captain Wan immediately threw down his gasoline drum
and began to fight the "Reds" foot-to-body. However the red ants were equally persistent and
retreated deep into the mound refusing to be driven from their home.

For his skill and daring in the "Battle for Red Mound," the medical platoon has decided to award
Captain Wan a plaque for service above and beyond the call of duty.
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Weekly recap, 92 killed
Decrease in Division action

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) - Action was light for the week as units of the Americal killed 92 of the
enemy in numerous small engagements. The "Brave and Bold" of the 198th Infantry Brigade, in
Operation Geneva Park killed 17 enemy soldiers and confiscated several weapons and munitions.
The "Chargers" of the 196th Infantry Brigade, in Operation Frederick Hill claimed 41 of the enemy.
Elsewhere in Operation Iron Mountain the "Jungle Warriors" of the 11th Infantry Brigade had a light
week as they inflicted 10 casualties on the enemy.

Iron Mountain

Early in the week the "Always First" of Delta Company, 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry netted two VC in a
stay behind ambush at their old night laager in the lowlands northwest of Duc Pho.

While working in the lowlands northwest of Duc Pho in the middle of the week Alpha Company
discovered a hooch which was being used as a booby trap factory. Found in the hooch were chisels,
scrap metal, shrapnel, files and artillery casings.

The next day Alpha Company observed three to four VC evading in the same area. The resulting
contact with the enemy produced one VC killed and another wounded and detained.

Early in the week while operating in the mountainous terrain southwest of Duc Pho, Delta Company,
4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry discovered an enemy sapper school. The area consisted of classrooms,
benches and barb wire. The enemy facility was destroyed by the "Old Guard."

The next day Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry engaged three to four VC while patrolling
in the lowlands north of Duc Pho. The ensuing fire fight, which saw "Shark" gunships from the 174th
Aviation Company called to station, resulted in one Viet Cong killed and another wounded and
detained.
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Division recap

Action increases,

160 enemy killed

CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) -- Fighting increased in the southern part of First Military Region as the
units of the Americal killed 169 enemy soldiers. The heaviest action of the week was in Operation Iron
Mountain as the "Jungle Warriors" killed 53 enemy soldiers. The "Chargers" of the 196th Infantry
Brigade in Operation Frederick Hill killed 30 enemy soldiers in sporadic contacts. In relatively light
action the "Brave and Bold" of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry and gunships of the 176th Aviation
Company (Note: Assault Helicopter Company) combined to kill 15 enemy in Operation Geneva Park.

Iron Mountain

Early in the week while on a search and clear mission in the lomands south of Duc Pho, Company
A, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry uncovered a 300 pound rice cache. The rice was found in a wooden
box inside a small hut. It became apparent that Company A had broken up a VC rice carrying detail
when a short time later, near the first cache, 15-100 pound bags and 18-55-gallon drums of rice was
found lying in the open. The estimated three and one-half tons of rice was evacuated to LZ Bronco.

The next day at noon Alpha Company, 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry discovered a 2200 pound rice
cache in the lowlands northwest of Duc Pho. The "Always First" found the rice buried in a ditch. Later
in the afternoon Company A uncovered another rice cache consisting of 1000 pounds. This cache
was found buried in a 55-gallon drum.

Continuing their productive rice denial campaign in the lowlands northwest of Duc Pho, Company A
uncovered 400 pounds of rice the next day. The rice was found in 55-gallon drums buried in a
hedgerow. Four tons of rice had been uncovered by Company A in the last three days and found in
four different caches.

In the middle of the week Company B, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry and Regional Forces had an
estimated VC Company attack their night laager position in the lowlands northwest of Duc Pho. The
enemy hit with CHICOM grenades and RPG rounds in the early morning hours. The attack which saw
the enemy assault the "Jungle Warriors" position twice, both times being repelled, included five VC
killed. The VC broke contact when Blue Ghost gunships arrived on station.

Late in the week Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry saw action in the mountains northwest
of Duc Pho when they engaged and killed four NVA. While checking out the area one more NVA was
engaged and killed.
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An element of the 11th Infantry Brigade’s 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry boards “‘Dolphin”
utility ships of the 174th Assault Helicopter Company during a.recent extraction from a
hill-top five miles southwest of Duc Pho. (Photo by SP5 Peter Sorensen)
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Photo Caption: An element of the 11th Infantry Brigade's 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry boards "Dolphin”

utility ships of the 174th Assault Helicopter Company during a recent extraction from a hill-top five

miles southwest of Duc Pho. (Photo by SP5 Peter Sorensen)
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4th-3rd nets 3 VC in 3 separate fights
By PFC James Tabata

FSB SAN JUAN HILL (11th INF BDE IO) - Putting in a hard day working in the mountainous terrain
northwest of Duc Pho netted the 1st Platoon and CP of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry, three VC in as
many incidents recently.

The first contact was made in the early morning hours when the men of Company C's First Platoon
initiated an ambush. "We set up the ambush the night before on a well-used trail, which ran from the
jungle into an open rice paddy. There were a lot of sandal tracks so it seemed like an ideal location
for an ambush," reported Sergeant James Vanhoveln, Kankakee, Ill. It wasn't until the next morning,
however, that movement was heard on the trail.

"We waited quietly in the brush until we felt the enemy was directly in front of our position before we
opened up with M-16s," said Specialist Four Onis Carpenter, Ragosa Springs, Colo. Moving out to
check the trail the men found blood trails leading into the nearby bush. After following them the men
found the body of a VC and numerous documents.

The platoon saw more action that evening. Moving into a new ambush location, the men of the First
Platoon were setting up an ambush when voices were heard moving toward the element's location.
The men quickly moved into the brush just off the trail. "We spotted two VC coming toward us," said
Carpenter. "We waited quietly until the two VC were in front of us before we opened up with M-16s
and the M-60 machinegun.”

Moving out immediately, the element found only one body and a blood trail of the SKS carrying VC
leading into the brush. A thorough search of the area was made but no trace was found of the
wounded VC.

With darkness approaching another ambush was set up close to the dead VC and the men settled
back to wait out the long restless night.

The CP and 81mm mortar platoon of Company C got into the action later that same evening when
Private First Class Cornell Medlin, Louisberg, N.C., spotted one VC in the rice paddies 200 meters
away from the element's location. The VC looked like he was setting up booby-traps on the trail along
the river, so | opened fire with the M-60 machinegun,” said Medlin.

An element was sent out to check the area but with darkness already upon them no signs of the VC
could be found. The next morning an element was again sent to check the area. At the site of the
contact blood trails were found leading to the enemy's body.



300ct70-Southern Cross Vol. 3 No. 40 Page 1
Division Recap

Rains slow action, kill 94

CHU LAl (AMERICAL I0) - The arrival of the monsoons caused the tempo of fighting to decrease
this week in the southern part of the First Military Region as Americal soldiers killed 94 enemy troops.
However, the rains did not seem to slow the action in Operation Geneva Park as infantrymen of the
198th Brigade combined with gunships of the 123rd Aviation Company to net 33 enemy.

Iron Mountain

Early in the week, Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry, engaged and killed one NVA soldier
in the mountains west of Duc Pho.

Later, in the same location, Alpha Company engaged and killed another NVA. An AK-47 and two
Chicom grenades were captured.

Units of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry had a successful day in finds of enemy bunkers, huts and
equipment. Operating northwest of Duc Pho, the 3rd Platoon of Alpha Company, discovered 400
pounds of corn, wrapped in plastic. Moments later the unit found five huts with six wooden beds,
building material and several hundred pounds of NVA clothing and equipment.

At the same time, Charlie Company's third platoon found seven bunkers with overhead cover and
water-proofing. The 2nd Platoon found two huts and a bunker with personal NVA gear inside. Also
found were 50 pounds of corn and a handle from a .51 caliber rifle.

Working in the mountains southwest of Duc Pho the 3rd platoon of Delta Company, 4-21, observed
one NVA at 30 meters in a large bunker complex. The infantrymen engaged and killed the enemy.

Late in the week, two caches of rice were found in the lowlands north of Duc Pho by Delta
Company, 1-20. The two finds totaled 8,800 pound of rice. Meanwhile, Bravo, 4-21, unearthed a
base camp and several items of enemy equipment. Searching the mountains southwest of Duc Pho,
the 2nd platoon found one NVA body and 35-40 hootches. The unit also found eating utensils,
practice Chicom grenades, a mess hall and a furnace. The find was destroyed. The company later
found another basecamp, which consisted of 40 huts.

Shark gunships of the 174 Aviation Company engaged and killed one Viet Cong in the lowlands
southwest of Quang Ngai City. Later Recon 3-1 was inserted in the same location where they
observed four VC evading to the south. The infantrymen engaged the enemy, Kkilling three and
detaining one. Two AK-50's, two .45 caliber pistols, four Chicom grenades, two M25 hand frags and
medical supplies were seized in the action.

One VC was killed by Charlie Company, 4-21 southeast of Quang Ngai. The next day, another VC
was killed by Bravo Company, 1-20th, during an operation southeast of Quang Ngai.
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4th Bn, 3rd Inf kills 11 enemy
in last mission before standdown

FSB BRONCO (11th INF BDE IO) - The last mission before standown proved to be very successful
for the members of Company D, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry, 11th Infantry Brigade.

The division infantry netted 11 enemy soldiers in a six-day period while working the mountainous
terrain southwest of Duc Pho recently.

The first contact was made late one afternoon when the 2nd Platoon of Company D initiated an
ambush with the detonation of a claymore.

"We found a lot of signs of recent enemy activity in the area so we set out our ambushes near a
good trail which ran along the side of a ridgeline," reported Sergeant John Cavanaugh, Long Island,
N.Y.

It wasn't until 5:00 p.m. that movement was heard on the trail advancing in the direction of the
waiting infantrymen.

Anxiously the men initiated the action with the detonation of a claymore and followed it with M-16
fire. At the same time AK fire sprayed the area the men were in and the fire fight was one. Trying to
obtain fire superiority the men advanced on line with the M-60 machinegun up front leading the
assault while the M-79s covered the high ground.

"We fired up the whole area while moving," said Private First Class Vernon Songer, Kansas City,
Mo. "When we reached the trail we found two NVA that must have been hit in the initial ambush and
50 meters further down the trail another dead NVA was found."

Company D's 3rd Platoon was next to see action when they netted three NVA while on patrol.

A lot of stored food, recently constructed hootches and a well kept garden were good indications of
recent enemy activity in the area the element was working.

The night passed slowly but early next morning voices were heard moving down the trail. After a
barrage of machinegun and automatic weapons fire combed the enemy location, the men moved out
to check the area.

"As the pointman moved out of the bushes and onto the trail one VC was spotted evading down the
trail. We opened up and were lucky enough to get him," said Sergeant Paul Dudley, West Terre
Haute, Ind. Two other VC were also found on the trail killed by the patrol. Confiscated from the scene
were hand grenades and an officer's belt.

The next day two more VC were added to the company's total as the CP and 81mm Mortar Platoon
got into the action.

Acting as the CP for the other platoons the element was set up defensively with claymores out on
the trails to protect their position. It was early morning when movement was heard along a trail near
the CP's position and the claymores were detonated. Checking out the trail the bodies of two VC
were found.

The last kills of the mission came in the early morning when the 1st Platoon of Company D sprung
its ambush netting the "Mountainmen" two NVA. Carrying one SKS, hand grenades, and canteens,
the NVA were moving up a creek bed to the top of a ridgeline when the ambush was sprung.

"After the first indication that the enemy was moving on the trail toward us it seemed like an eternity
before they were in front of us so we could open up," said Specialist Four Steven Ball, Newark, N.J.
Checking out the area, the platoon discovered both NVA were killed by the ambush.
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Quick thinking nets 11th Bde 3 NVA
By PFC James Tabata

FSB BRONCO (11th INF BDE 10) - Alertness, quick thinking and a little luck were the ingredients
which helped infantrymen of the 11th Brigade net three NVA and confiscate two AK-47 rifles while
working eight miles southwest of Duc Pho recently.

Company B, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry was moving into a new area of operations when the action
took place. Trying to avoid the main trails, the company was moving along a ledge contouring the
side of a mountain. Through the thick jungle a small river could be seen. The company had been
moving all morning and the word came up from the CP to stop and break for chow.

"We had just finished eating and were getting ready to move out again when word came back that
Lieutenant Riggs, Wilton, Conn., had spotted four NVA walking along the river in the valley below. |
remember how quiet it got as we moved around, getting the 60s up front and finding an open spot to
fire from," said Specialist Four William Goode, Whitehead, Ind.

The men waited for the unsuspecting enemy soldiers to move in closer to their position. Suddenly
the firepower of M-60 machine-guns, M-16 rifles and M-79 grenade launchers was unleashed and
after the firing had ceased three bodies could be seen along the river bank below.

"It was raining hard at the time, so it was rough making our way down to the base of the hill," said
Goode. "We knew we got at least three of them but we were also cautious since we originally spotted
four. The first platoon was sent down to check out the area while the rest of the company remained
behind to pull security from the side of the hill."

Setting out security to the sides and rear the first platoon slowly moved in to check out the area.
Three dead NVA lay on the side of the bank and confiscated from the scene were two AK-47s, two
magazines of AK ammo, one Chicom grenade and two knives and a poncho.
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Squirrel adopted by 4-3rd

FSB SAN JUAN HILL (11th INF BDE IO) -- In Vietnam dogs make up the majority of mascots for
various units.

The men of Recon, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry, however, decided that a squirrel which was captured
in action might be fun to have around, so the 11th Infantry Brigade soldiers nursed him back to hedth.

It was late at night and the men were in their night defensive position when the squirrel bestowed
himself on the recon element.

"A small animal ran right in front of me and straight into my hootch," said Private First Class Darrell
Rasnake, Kingsport, Tenn. "l looked in and there lying on my poncho liner was a squirrel."

The squirrel was very weak and seemed a bit shell-shocked from a bomb strike which had taken
place earlier. Being fed milk from the cream packages in C-rations and being cared for by PFC
Rasnake, the squirrel regained his strength and became attached to the recon platoon.

"Airborne Charlie", as the men named him, was carried by PFC Rasnake in one pouch of his ruck
sack. He sleptin a LRRP bag and t-shirt and was allowed to roam around free during the day.

Airborne Charlie covered a lot of terrain as a member of the recon platoon during the 20 days he
spent with the element. He was credited with two combat assaults and a convoy covering the terrain
from Southern Brigade Recon Zone and as far north as Quang Ngai City.

"We let Airborne Charlie roam around us as he pleased and he would always come back, but a
couple of days before the last mission ended he took off and we never saw him again. He regained
his strength so he will be able to live in the bush. He was a real nice pet and we were sorry to see him
go," reflected PFC Rasnake.
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Six NVA ambushed

By PFC Joseph F. Alward

FSB BRONCO (11th INF BDE IO) - Four AK-47's, one RPG launcher with RPGs and 30 Chicom
grenades made up the bulk of the items confiscated by soldiers from Company A, 4th Battalion, 3rd
Infantry during an operation which also netted six NVA soldiers.

One NVA, carrying an AK-47, 50 rounds of ammo and food, walked into an early morning ambush,
which had been set up by the Third Platoon of Alpha Company.

"We heard movement coming down the trail toward our location so when the NVA entered our Kill
zone we blew our claymore," reported Sergeant George Larsh, Pontiac, Mich. The area was
reconned with M-79s and hand grenades before being entered and the lone NVA was found dead on
the trail.

With numerous signs of enemy activity in the area, another ambush was set up farther down the
trail, an ambush which eventually netted the "Mountainmen" five more NVA before the day was over.

The Third Platoon saw action again late that afternoon when voices were heard moving down the
trail toward the waiting infantrymen's location.

"We thought there were only two NVA coming since we heard only two people talking, so we only
detonated one claymore," said Sergeant James Rippl, Neenah, Wis. The area was again reconned
with M-79s and hand grenades before being entered. With good security out the men cautiously
entered the area. To the surprise of most, not two but four NVA were found.

"We thought there were only two NVA so we were surprised to see how much damage the one
claymore actually did,” reported Private First Class Gordon Pooley, Jackson Heights, N.Y.
Confiscated from the scene were two AK-47s, one RPG launcher with RPGs, charges and fuses, 30
Chicom grenades and 26 one-pound explosives.

Another claymore was set up near the bodies in the hope that their companions would be around.
The arrival of the victim's cohort was sooner than expected. Staff Sergeant Stephen Jones, Kokomo,
Ind., and two other members of the platoon were pulling security and spotted another NVA moving
down the trail. They engaged the enemy and killed him. His AK-47 was confiscated.
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11th Bde nets bear

FSB SAN JUAN (11th INF BDE IO) - A small element of a division 11th Infantry Brigade unit spent
some restless moments recently because of an equally restless bear.

Although it was only a 150 pound parcel of fur stomping in the bushes, the squad from Company C,
4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry prepared themselves for an encounter wit h VC or NVA.

"The men began a recon by fire as the swishing sound in the bushes came nearer © their position,"
said Staff Sergeant James Hayes, Rocky Point, N.C., who also noted that no friendlies were nearby.

Darkness prevented a survey of the area and the men waited for daylight. In the morning, one bear,
KIA, was found.
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79 enemy soldiers
die in light action

By SP4 Dave Goodrich

CHU LAI (23rd INF DIV I0) - Action was light this week, which ended with 79 enemy killed and large
amounts of rice and munitions captured. In action south of Chu Lai, the "Ready Rifles" of the 1st
Battalion, 52nd Infantry, 198th Brigade accounted for 11 enemy killed in on action as part of Operation
Geneva Park.

Iron Mountain

The 11th Infantry Brigade was credited with 21 enemy kills. In the most significant action. Shark
gunships of the 174th Aviation Company spotted five VC in the mountains Northwest of Duc Pho.
The gunships engaged the VC with miniguns, resulting in five dead VC.

Earlier in the week, the men of Company A, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry extracted about 2,600
pounds of unpolished rice to Brigade S-5.

In two separate actions, "Warlords" of the 174th Aviation [Note: the "Warlords" were B/123rd
Aviation Bn, the "Sharks" were 174th Aviation Company] accounted for two additional enemy killed in
action. Company C, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry killed (Continued Page 6) Ready Rifles net 14 KIA
(Continued from page 1) three NVA after hearing movement to their front.

Earlier in the week, Company A and Company C of the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry were each
credited with a KIA in two separate action.

Various elements of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry accounted for seven enemy KIA, and found
about 1,000 pounds of unpolished rice during the week.
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Sorry, no kayaks here

By SP4 James Tabata

FSB BRONCO (11th INF BDE IO) - Maneuvering through rice paddies and triple canopy jungle is
quite a change for Specialist Les Bechdel of State College, Penn., who is used to sliding in all
directions over raging rapids and dodging boulders and waves in a kayak.

Bechdel, the four-time national White Water Canoeing and Kayaking champion is a member of the
4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry of the 11th Brigade.

His national credits were earned in 1966 and 1968 when he won the two-man canoeing
championship, and in 1967, for both the two-man canoe and the one-man kayak. Also in 1967, he
represented the U.S. in the World Championships at Lipno, Czechoslovakia, and placed 34th in a field
of 134.

Bechdel appeared in the June 1970 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED as a result of a competition at Bourg
St. Maurice, France, where he placed 21st out of 128.  The champion, who at the age of 15 was the
youngest competitor ever to participate in the World Whitewater Championship at Sittal, Austria in
1963, vividly describes the sport: "It is as if you dropped a skiing slalom into the middle of a river bed,
letting the snow melt into a raging rapid full of hidden boulders, crashing waves, whirlpools and trick
cross currents."

He explained that the object of white water slalom is to paddle between sets of poles that hang from
wires stretched over a set of rapids. Two poles constitute a gate with as many as 30 gates on a
slalom course.

"the gates are placed so that the canoe or kayak must go sideways, forward or backward through
the rapids," he said. "if you touch any of the gates a certain amount of penalty points is added to your
total running time."

Competitors try to make a clean run and keep the ship upright, while at the same time racing against
the clock.

Bechdel said it is a relatively young sport developed in Europe after the Second World War. The
sport reached America in the early 1950's and the first United States race was held on the Brandywine
River in Delaware in 1958.

In between competition and world travel, Bechdel managed to earn a Bachelor of Arts degree in
history from Penn State University.

He's enthusiastic about the sport and feels it is one of the fastest growing in America. "What's
more," he says, "It has been accepted by the Olympic Federation for the Olympics to be held in
Munich, West Germany in the fall of 1972. That will give me less than a year to prepare and get on
the United States team from the time | ETS."
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‘| thought it was all over'

By SP4 James Tabata

FSB BRONCO (11th INF BDE 10) - "I saw the trip write just before | hit it, but by then it was too late
to stop my forward motion," said Specialist Four Michael Freude of Torrence, Calif.

"| stood there at least a second, stunned and waiting to hear an explosion," continued the veteran
11th Infantry Brigade, Company B, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry pointman.

But nothing exploded, and Freude sighed, "That was the first booby trap I've tripped in the four
months | have walked point; believe me, in those few seconds | was scared and thought it was all over
for me."

The wire Freude tripped was found attached to a grenade with the spoon flipped. The 23rd Division
soldier was on operation with his unit in a valley northeast of Fire Support Base San Juan Hill.
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70 enemy killed in a week of light action
By SP4 David Goodrich

In moderately light action this last week, elements of the Americal Division killed 70 enemy soldiers.

In a slightly unusual cache find, the 196th Infantry Brigade found 34,000 pounds of salt.
IRON Mountain

The men of the 11th Infantry Brigade killed 16 enemy soldiers during the week in light action.

Bravo Company of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry had their hands full when confronted with a
number of challenges in the line of duty. In a two day period, a total of four VC were killed in action
along with the discovery of a 1,900 pound rice cache.

Working in the lowlands south of Quang Ngai City, Company D of the battalion found approximately
1,000 pounds of unpolished rice stored in metal containers.

Company C found approximately 2,000 pounds of unpolished rice along the coast northwest of Duc
Pho, stored in plastic bags buried underground.

Members of D troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry (Air) received small arms fire while riding in a Light
Observation Helicopter (LOH) along the coast north of Duc Pho. After being cleared for firing, the
LOH killed two VC and wounded the third.

While patrolling the foothills northwest of Duc Pho, elements of Company C, 4th Battalion 3rd
Infantry engaged and killed one VC.

While patrolling an area along the coast south of Duc Pho, Recon platoon of the 1st Battalion, 20th
Infantry observed two VC in a boat. Subsequent action resulted in one enemy dead and one
captured.

The next day, while patrolling the foothills southwest of Duc Pho, the Recon platoon of the 1st
Battalion, 20th Infantry saw five VC coming down a trail. The platoon killed two of the enemy as the
rest managed to evade.

In the middle of the week, the infantrymen discovered 3,800 pounds of rice in the foothills southeast
of Quang Ngai City. The rice was evacuated to Mo Duc.

Towards the end of the week, members of the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry caught two VC setting up a
booby trap for their benefit. The infantrymen wounded and captured both of the enemy in the brief
action.

Earlier in the week, a "Warlord" gunship of the 123rd Aviation Company (B/123rd) spotted and
engaged two VC. The results were two VC dead.

Elements of Company C, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry found one VC dead, believed to have been
killed during one of the company's previous fire missions.

A day later, while patrolling the lowlands southeast of Quang Ngai City, the company spotted,
engaged, and killed a VC.

Recon platoon of the battalion found six well constructed tunnels with a fresh water stream and an
excellent view of the valley floor, in the foothills northwest of Duc Pho. They were destroyed.

Earlier in the week a "Shark" gunship from the 174th Aviation Company spotted one VC in the
lowlands southeast of Quang Ngai City. He was engaged and killed. His AK-47 was captured.

Company C of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry killed an NVA and found two one hundred pound bags
of unpolished rice alongside a trail while patrolling the foothills northwest of Duc Pho.

In separate actions, the company killed two more enemy later in the week, and then, while checking
a base camp in their AO they observed more enemy soldiers almost too late. The enemy engaged
them at 40 meters but the infantrymen recovered returning small arms fire and killing one enemy.

Within a period of four hours, the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry found approximately 14 huts of which
eight had connecting tunnels, in the mountains west of Duc Pho. Also found were various VC and
NVA field equipment. The huts and tunnels were destroyed by the infantrymen.

A couple of days later, Company D of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry observed one VC in the foothills
west of Duc Pho. During the short engagement that followed, the VC was killed.

While moving through the mountains west of Duc Pho, men of arecon platoon of the 4th Battalion,
3rd Infantry observed three VC apparently setting up booby traps. Result of the action was one VC
killed and one AK-47 captured. The next day, the platoon killed another VC carrying a pack at 300
meters.
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NVA bathers get surprise

By SP4 James Tabata

FSB BRONCO, Vietnam (11th Inf. Bde. 10) - Bathing during duty hours recently cost three NVA their
lives and weapons as infantrymen of the 23rd Division's 11th Infantry Brigade sprang a hasty ambush
five miles west of FSB Chippewa.

The CP (Command Platoon) and Fourth Platoon of Company D, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry were
moving along a trail contouring a sparse ridgeline when it's pointman, Private First Class James
Gibson of Gaston, N.C., heard voices and spotted four NVA bathing in the river below. "The river, full
from recent rains, was noisy and covered the sound of our moving into position," said Specialist Four
Dan Shockely.

With security out to the flanks, the hasty trap was set and the firepower of individual and crew served
weapons surprised the enemy.

The Mountainmen quickly moved down to the area of contact and found three NVA dead, an AK-47,
a 9mm Chinese Communist pistol and the blood trail of the fourth NVA leading up the river into the
water. A thorough search of the area was made, but the wounded enemy soldier was not found.

A cave close to the river used as a sleeping position, yielded 100 pounds of rice, food stuffs,
hammocks, five rucksacks and AK47 magazines. All items, including the weapons were evacuated to
Chu Lai.
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Division Recap

Weekly action--division counts 82

By SP4 David P. Goodrich

In moderate action last week, the men of the 23rd Infantry Division killed 82 enemy soldiers. All
three brigades had approximately equal contact.

Iron Mountain

Bronco action was moderate this week as men of the 11th Infantry Brigade killed 26 enemy soldiers.

The Night Hawks of the 123rd Aviation Battalion started out the week as they received small arms
fire while flying over the foothills west of Quang Ngai City. Searching the area, they spotted, engaged
and killed two VC.

Later in the day while reacting to a radar, the 'Night Hawks' spotted two more VC in the lowlands
west of Duc Pho. The results of the ensuing action were two dead VC.

Later in the week, a light observation helicopter from the battalion spotted a lone VC over the
foothills southwest of Duc Pho. The LOH engaged and killed him.

In the same area, the "Blues”, an aerial rifle platoon of the battalion were inserted. The platoon
rapidly engaged and killed two enemy soldiers.

Early in the week, while patrolling the lowlands southeast of Duc Pho, a recon element of the 4th
Battalion, 21st Infantry found one Viet Cong inside a tunnel. He was asked to come out but he
refused. The tunnel was destroyed resulting in one VC killed.

The next day, reacting to a radar sighting, the men of F Troop, 7th Cavalry [sic-8th Cavalry] checked
an area in the lowlands northwest of Duc Pho and spotted three VC. They engaged the enemy
resulting in three Viet Cong dead.

During a patrol of the foothills west of Duc Pho, the 69th Rangers engaged an unknown size enemy
force resulting in three enemy dead.

While on a search and clear mission in the foothills northwest of Duc Pho, Company B of the 4th
Battalion, 3rd Infantry engaged one NVA. He was killed.

Elements of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry, working with the 70th Rangers, an ARVN unit, observed
a small size enemy force in the foothills northwest of Duc Pho. After receiving fire support from the
6th Battalion, 11th Artillery, the infantrymen swept the area finding four VC killed in action. Also found
was a shotgun, an AK-47 and 35 huts. After investigating the area, the huts were destroyed.

A light observation helicopter teamed up with the fire support from the 6th Battalion, 11th Attillery to
kill two NVA and one VC over the foothills west of Quang Ngai City.

Patrolling the foothills of Duc Pho, G Company of the 75th Rangers, a long range patrol unit
engaged two enemy soldiers, killing both.

On the last day of the week, a gunship from the 174th Aviation Company spotted and engaged a
lone VC in the lowlands west of Duc Pho, killing him.
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Division nets 48 enemy

By SP4 David Goodrich

In relatively light action last week, the men of the Americal Division accounted for 48 enemy dead,
while capturing a number of others.

IRON MOUNTAIN

While action was very light elsewhere, it was almost normal in the 11th Infantry Brigade area of
operations during the week ended. The troopers of Iron Mountain accounted for 21 enemy Kills, as
well as capturing supplies.

While scanning the foothills west of Quang Ngai City at start of the week, a LOH from the 123rd
Aviation Company spotted and engaged a lone VC over the foothills southwest of Duc Pho. The
enemy was killed.

In the same area that day, the "Blues”, an aerial rifle platoon of the 123rd Aviation Company were
inserted. The platoon engaged and killed two enemy soldiers.

A gunship from the 174th Aviation Co. killed a lone VC over the lowlands west of Duc Pho.

Patrolling the foothills west of Duc Pho.

Patrolling the foothills southwest of Duc Pho, G Company, 75th Rangers engaged two enemy
soldiers, killing both.

A couple of days later, Company C, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry engaged and killed a VC while in a
day laager position. Checking the area, they made contact again, killing another enemy and capturing
arifle.

Elements of F Troop, 8th Cavalry (helicopter), spotted a VC along a roadside in the lowlands south
of Duc Pho. He was killed and an automatic weapon was captured.

While patrolling the foothills southwest of Duc Pho, elements of Charlie Company, 4th Battalion, 3rd
Infantry observed and engaged an enemy soldier. He was killed and a pistol was captured.

Later in the same area, the company spotted, engaged and killed another Viet Cong, capturing his
AK-47.

Three Viet Cong Chieu Hoi'd and turned themselves into the 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry northeast of
Duc Pho. All ralliers complained of inadequate food and a general apathy of Viet Cong goals.

An attempt to set a 250 pound booby trap was foiled when troops of Bravo Company, 1st Battalion,
20th Infantry engaged the enemy at 150 meters, killing him.

A gunship of the 123rd Aviation Company spotted and engaged three Viet Cong, while flying over
the foothills west of Quang Ngai City. All three were killed.

Working in the lowlands south of Duc Pho yesterday, Company C of the 4th Battalion 21st Infantry
found five hootches with connecting bunkers, containing a small variety of VC equipment. The
infantrymen also unveiled three spider-holes nearby. After a thorough study of the area, the hootch
area was destroyed.
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Division sees light action
By SP4 David Goodrich

Action was extremely light during the week in the Americal area of operations as heavy rains and
the New Year's ceasefire period slowed activity in all areas. In all, the troopers under the Southern
Cross accounted for 31 enemy kills and a relatively large number of detainees and Hoi Chanhs.

IRON MOUNTAIN

The 11th Infantry Brigade killed 10 enemy soldiers during the week, despite no action during the first
three days of the month.

At the beginning of the week, while patrolling the foothills west of Duc Pho, Company D of the 4th
Battalion, 3rd Infantry engaged and killed one Viet Cong. An AK-47, a pack and 20 pounds of cord
were captured.

Through the combined efforts of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry, Company B of the 123rd Aviation
Battalion and Tu-Nghia MACYV officials, 14 Hoi Chanhs were successfully picked up on December
31st.

Some days later, while working in the lowlands west of Duc Pho, Company B of the 1st Battalion,
20th Infantry detained five Vietnamese trying to evade them. The detainees were questioned by an
interpreter and evacuated to Duc Pho.

In the lowlands northwest of Duc Pho, Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry observed two
enemy soldiers evading east of their location. The enemy was engaged with small arms fire killing
one and capturing the other, who was wounded in the action. Captured were an SKS, a pistol and
one rucksack.

The next day while operating in the lowlands northwest of Duc Pho, recon of the 1st Battalion, 20th
Infantry observed 15 enemy soldiers. The enemy troops were engaged with artillery fire from C
Battery, 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery and gunships from the 174th Aviation Company.

A sweep of the area of contact revealed two NVA, who had been killed by artillery fire. Continuing
the search the infantrymen spotted two Viet Cong which they engaged and killed. A short time later,
the unit encountered two more NVA, killing them both. A seventh enemy kill was credited to the 174th
Aviation Company.

At the end of the week, Company C, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry found a total of 11 enemy huts
containing an assortment of Viet Cong equipment, during a day sweep in the lowlands west of Duc
Pho. The company finished their long day by killing a lone VC who was detected hiding in a tunnel.

In other action, Company A, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry detained five Vietnamese while recon of the
battalion detained two.
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Mountainmen find
beaucoup weapons

SP4 James Tabata

FSB BRONCO (11th Inf. Bde. 10)

- Mountainmen of the 4th Battalion 3rd Infantry, 11th Brigade recently dealt the enemy a large setback
when the arduous task of patrolling paid off with two caches found approximately four miles northwest
of Fire Support Base San Juan Hill.

"We didn't find much in the hootches, but searching the surrounding area our pantman, Private First
Class James Weythmen of Montor, Wash., found a small cave and a larger one 200 meters to the
high ground,” related 1st Lieutenant Charles Boyd of Charleston, S.C., platoon leader of the 3rd
platoon.

Checking the cave, PFC Weythmen found two mortar rounds and quickly summoned the platoon
leader who moved his men into the area for a thorough search.

In an hour's search the men found 27 RPG rounds, two 82mm mortar rounds, 21 shotgun shells, 27
fuses, and 21 Chicom grenades. The captured ammunition was evacuated later that day after an LZ
was cut.

In a later search covering the same area, Company C discovered and confiscated an enemy
weapons cache consisting of two rifles and a carbine, five 7.5 French machineguns with tripods, two
magazines, two French 7.5 automatic rifles with three magazines, two .30 cal. tripods, one 7.5 French
rifle, one NVA 7.62 submachinegun, two French 9mm submachineguns, a case of .51 cal. rounds,
one 20mm round and 21 57mm recaoilless rifle rounds. In addition, the mountainmen found two radios
one handset, and three 81mm rounds.
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VC trips booby Trap -- his
BY SP4 James Tabata

FSB BRONCO (11th Inf. Bde. IO)

- Trying to outwit infantrymen of the 11th Brigade, a Viet Cong recently became the victim of his own
mischievous deeds as he tripped his own booby-trap nine miles northwest of FSB San Juan Hill.

While setting up for the night the Observation Post and fourth platoon of Bravo Company, 4th
Battalion, 3rd Infantry were unaware that they were being watched by a determined VC soldier.

Probably setting the first of two booby traps on the trail leading to the mountainmen's location, the
VC moved 50 meters closer to the perimeter to set the second one. "We heard an explosion about
2000 hours and could not figure out how it was caused," reported 1st Lieutenant Milton Brown of
Mooreland, Ind., the Forward Observer for Company B. We contacted the other platoons but all had a
negative contact report."

Early the next morning an element moved out to check out the area of the mysterious explosion.

The pointman spotted the trip wire of the second booby trap set by the VC; disconnecting it the
element cautiously continued down the trail.

Fifty meters below the point where the booby trap was disconnected, the element found the body of
one VC. "There was more than one because a blood trail was found leading into the brush," added
the lieutenant.

The element searched the area thoroughly and then moved out to a new area of operation.
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Six NVA learn chow
time's bad news

By SP4 James Tabata

FSB BRONCO, (11th Inf. Bde. 10) - The squad of Mountainmen broke for chow on the side of the
mountain after reconning their night locations northwest of San Juan Hill.

About 200 meters farther up the side of the mountain, 20 NVA were eating chow.

It was the NVA, however, who seemed to have a lot to talk about, and the alert pointman from the
2nd platoon of Company D, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry heard them.

Once the pointman alerted the element, Sergeant Denver Swisher of Crigsville, Va., said "We
moved cautiously and quietly for a closer look and spotted 20 NVA with rucks and weapons sitting and
eating."

Rather than engage a force over twice their size, the squad moved cautiously back to a location
down the mountain. Swisher had a surprise for the unsuspecting NVA.

He called in and adjusted the guns of Bravo Battery, 6-11 Arty which is direct support for the 11th
Infantry Brigade, Artillery rounds rained on the position and the mountainmen moved into the brush for
the night.

At first light the squad joined with the rest of the platoon and moved in on the basecamp. The
troopers received no resistance as they entered the camp and found six NVA killed and bunkers
smashed by the artillery.
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Americal nets 77

Troopers under the Southern Cross experienced increased action during the last week as they
accounted for 77 enemy killed, as well as capturing significant amounts of supplies.

IRON MOUNTAIN

Combat activity was moderate during the past week as the 11th Infantry Brigade "Jungle Warriors"
accounted for 18 enemy kills, seven detainees and 15 hootches and caves destroyed.

The 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry led the way this week as they bagged 10 KIA's in various actions
throughout the brigade AO.

Charlie Company of the battalion spotted and engaged one VC in the foothills west of Duc Pho. He
was killed.

Operating in the foothills west of Duc Pho, Company B, 4th Battalion 3rd Infantry spotted, engaged,
and killed one enemy soldier.

Working in the foothills west of Duc Pho, Charlie Company of the Battalion detected three VC hiding
in a tunnel. They were engaged with hand grenades, killing all three.

Operating in the same area later, the company engaged and killed a VC.

The next day the company spotted 20 to 30 enemy in the open and engaged with artillery resulting
in one VC killed.

About the same time, Bravo Company observed and killed one VC with small arms fire in the
foothills west of Duc Pho.

Company B later detected a VC hiding in a tunnel. The enemy was engaged with hand frags and
was killed in the action.

The 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry held a close second as they scored five KIA's in a single action
northwest of Duc Pho. Recon observed 15 to 20 NVA while in their night defensive position. The
infantrymen engaged the NVA Kkilling five of them while the others managed to evade.

The 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry found one cave with three tunnels in the foothills southwest of Quang
Ngai city. The caves and tunnels were destroyed.

Company C, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry engaged two VC in the hills west of Duc Pho resulting in two
VC killed. Captured in the action were two packs and a SKS. The battalion also accounted for five
huts destroyed and five detainees.
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Division Re-Cap

Action is light

By SP4 Steve Elschlager

CHU LAl (23rd Inf. Div. 10)

- Action was light last week for the men of the 23rd Infantry Division as 56 enemy soldiers were killed
and several large caches were uncovered in the Army's largest area of operation.

IRON MOUNTAIN

Combat activity was moderate this past week in the 11th Bde's AO as the 11th Bde's "Jungle
Warriors" accounted for 20 enemy kills and destroyed several bunker complexes.

Infantrymen from the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry, had five enemy Kills in various action in the 11th
Bde's AO this past week as Bravo Company killed two NVA with M-79 fire in the foothills south of
Minh Long. Another enemy was killed as Delta Company, working near the Song Ve River west of
Duc Pho, engaged and killed an evading soldier.

The remaining two kills of the 4th of the 3rd resulted when Alpha Company, working south of Minh
Long, engaged and killed them. Operating near the Song Ve River southeast of Minh Long, Delta
Company detained two enemy suspects.

The 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry had a very successful week in destroying enemy hootches as they
accounted for 16 of the enemy structures. Found inside were 1,000 pounds of corn, seven automatic
weapons and a variety of VC equipment.

An ammo cache consisting of five automatic weapons, four boxes of fuses, 25 60mm rounds, 16
82mm rounds an a Chicom hand grenade was also found by Alpha Company near the
Song Ve River west of Duc Pho.

The 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry accounted for three enemy kills in two separate actions beginning
with Delta Company engaging and killing two enemy soldiers in the lowlands southeast of Quang
Ngai City. Two Chicom hand grenades were captured in the encounter. The other enemy kill came
when Delta Company engaged and killed a VC attempting to set up a booby trap on a trail in the
lowland northwest of Duc Pho.

"Warlords (B/123rd) of the 123rd Aviation Battalion accounted for eight enemy Kkills as they were
patrolling an area northwest of Minh Long. Also, on four separate occasions, they discovered and
destroyed four guts, a bunker and five sampans while sweeping an area west of Duc Pho near the
Song Ve River.

In action that took place southwest of Quang Ngai City, gunships of the 174th Aviation Company
spotted and engaged four enemy soldiers. The enemy soldiers were all killed as a result of the action.

A total of 12 Hoi Chanhs turned themselves over infantrymen of Bravo Company, 3rd Battalion, 1st
Infantry this past week.
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Enemy collision fatal

By SP4 James Tabata

FSB BRONCO, (11th Inf. Bde. IO) -- Two careless NVA died recently when they blundered head-on
into alert "Jungle Warriors" from the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry on a trail five miles northwest of FSB
San Juan Hill.

"A lot of fresh sandal tracks were evident as we moved along the side of a thickly vegetated hill,"
recalls PFC Rodney Barker, pointman for his squad of Delta Company. "Elephant grass grew from
the top of the hill to the bottom and was tall enough to overlap the trail, making strict noise dscipline
nearly impossible.”

Spotting movement to his front, Barker alerted his squad which then moved forward cautiously.
Rounding a slight bend in the trail, Barker confronted two NVA who had obviously not expected the
meeting.

"Neither man was able to get off a single shot," reported Barker. "I opened up first and the slackman
and M-60 machinegunner joined in. We got them both before they could fire their weapons at us."

After a thorough search of the area, the infantrymen returned to the scene of the action and
confiscated two AK-47's, magazines, ammunition and two NVA pouches.
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Division Recap
Light action nets 53

By SP4 Steven Elschlager

CHU LAl (23rd Inf. Div. 10) - Action in the 23rd Infantry Division area of operation was light last week
with 53 enemy Kills, several caches uncovered and over 60 enemy structures destroyed.

IRON MOUNTAIN

Combat activity remained moderate this past week as the 11th Bde.'s Jungle Warriors accounted for
14 enemy kills with the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry accounting for nine of the Kkills.

The 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry led with the most kills as they killed nine of the 14 enemy in the 11th
Infantry Brigade area of operation this past [week]. Engaging the suspected area, the infantrymen
accounted for two Viet Cong kills. Engaging the suspected, area the infantrymen accounted for two
Viet Cong kills. Operating along the coast northwest of Quang Ngai City, Bravo Company detected
two enemy at 150 meters. The infantrymen engaged them, resulting in two enemy deaths. Bravo
Company, operating southwest of Minh Long, found two NVA Kills after searching an area of contact
from tex previous night. Maneuvering in the mountains northwest of Ba To, Alpha Company engaged
and killed two North Viethamese soldiers at 75 meters. Delta Company made the final kill for the 4th
Battalion when they engaged a lone NVA near the Song Ve River southeast of Minh Long. The NVA
was killed as a result of the action.

The 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry also set the record for destroying 29 of the 51 enemy structures
destroyed in the 11th Brigade this past week.

Approximately 400 pounds of unpolished rice, one enemy carbine, two enemy pistol belts and 20
pounds of tobacco were captured by the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry during this past week.

The 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry were credited with the remaining five enemy Kkills, in the 11th Brigade
as Alpha Company, working in the lowlands northwest of Duc Pho, observed six to eight enemy
soldiers moving away from their position. Engaging with small arms and M-79 fire, the infantrymen
racked up four Viet Cong Kills. A pistol belt, flashlight and three ponchos were captured as a result of
the action. The remaining kill was made by Bravo Company, maneuvering in the lowlands southwest
of Mo Duc, as they engaged and killed a lone Viet Cong.

The 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry accounted for one captured Viet Cong who was wounded in the
action, as they were making a sweep of the mountains southwest of Quang Ngai City. The training
area was used by a company size sapper unit. It contained 12 large bunkers and several small ones.
The training area long with the several training aids were destroyed after a thorough search of the
area.

Sweeping an area southwest of Quang Ngai, Recon of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry, discovered an
enemy laager position containing one AK-47, one Chicom hand grenade, seven packs, an assortment
of rice, salt, tobacco, fish and some heroin.

Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry discovered an NVA hospital located in a cave southeast
of Duc Pho. The entrance of the cave was booby trapped with 60mm mortar rounds.

Operating in the foothills south of Duc Pho, Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry found two
base camps. A total of 20 structures, five spider holes and one bunker were inspected and destroyed
by the infantrymen.

Patrolling an area west of Say Hay Nh, Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry discovered one
hut, a bunker and a tree observation post. Later, in the same area, tex infantrymen found an enemy
base camp with 25-30 bunkers along its perimeter.

Sweeping an area west of Minh Ling, elements of Bravo Company, 123rd Aviation Battalion,
accounted for the deaths of eight enemy soldiers and also destroyed four enemy structures.
Gunships of Bravo Company, 123rd Aviation Battalion (Warlords), accounted for the deaths of eight
enemy soldiers and also destroyed four enemy structures. Gunship of Bravo Company also engaged
and killed a lone Viet Cong in the foothills south of Duc Pho.
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11th Brigade mess hall is number one

By 1Lt. John W. Peterson

FSB BRONCO, (11th Inf. Bde. I0) - Even though there are no crepe suzettes, no wonder worked
with rations, as 11th Infantry Brigade mess hall just tied for first place as the best combat mess in
Vietnam. The mess hall has one very special ingredient in every meal-a personal touch.

Headquarters Company, mess hall of the 11th Brigade's, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry moved up to the
top Vietnam-wide recognition after first topping four other messes in XXIV Corps.

A three man inspection team from USARV Food Service recently spent the afternoon of the 12th of
January at the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry meticulously observing each step in the preparation of the
dinner and supper meals. At the conclusion of their inspection the inspectors rated the Old Guard
Mess Hall with 80 1/4 points out of a possible 100, putting them in a tie for the mess hall in Vietham.

Now comes the evaluative eyes of USARPAC (U.S. Army Pacific) inspectors and opportunity to
receive the Best Combat Mess award of the worldwide Phillip P. Connelly Competition for Excellence
in Army Food Service.

Headquarters Mess personnel did not do a lot of extra work to prepare for the inspectors because of
a collective philosophy of keeping everything clean and providing a holiday meal everyday.

The personal touch can be seen in every serving and food tray. There are mashed potatoes dashed
with neatly sliced, lemons, and attractive food line decorated daily with bright red, green, and yellow
roses made from mashed potatoes dipped in food coloring; and a garnish just on the foods and
salads.

Staff Sergeant Miguel Munoz of San Jose, Calif., mess sergeant, is practical with the attractive
manner in which the food is served. Asparagus spears, for instance, are laid dress-right-dress in the
serving pan so full portions are served and the spears do not become mushy from a serving spoon.

Surprising to many who are used to one type of salad per meal, five different salads are available at
the noon and evening meal. And it is all done with the normal ration request.

"We don't cook for the mess sergeant or ourselves,” offered PFC Roger Carr of Dover, N.H. "We
cook chow for the majority...and plenty of it."

Munoz emphasizes "Troop acceptability” everyday and makes a few innovations in meals to please
those who eat in the mess. "We don't put slices of pork or beef on the serving line, but instead slice
the whole roast on line as the men come through so each sees what kind of cut he's getting,” he said.

Split preparations are not unusual. Steak, for example, is served the way a man likes it. Some may
ask for their steak to be cooked with onions; Munoz sets up a separate grill near the serving line to
make it possible.

Behind the attractive serving line are the other keys to a winning mess hall, and a sign hung over the
preparation tables states it best: "Cleans as you go." Soup and gravy ladles, serving forks and
spoons shine on display.

The large field ranges look ready for a CMMI (Command Maintenance Management Inspection) and
cooking cabinets are scoured twice a day. All pots, pans racks and tables are scrubbed after every
meal, and the refrigerators are emptied and cleaned daily.

"The people here volunteer to do a lot more than their own job," said Munoz, and he pointed to a
man building cabinets in the back room. "He's our ration truck driver," Munoz commented, "but today
he volunteered to build shelves for us after he finished his own duties."

As perishables, arrive at the mess they are dated so fruit and vegetables are rotated properly.

The leadership of Munoz and his shift leaders has played an important role in recognition as the
number one mess hall. Munoz believes in cross training and giving men the knowledge to do their
job.

First Cook SP4 Lenor King of Cleveland explained, "The NCOs are a great boost. Everyone wants
to work and believes we can be the best." King plans to attend an Army cooking school after he
returns to the States.

"Win or lose," said Munoz, "we still have a lot of self-satisfaction from doing what we're doing.
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Jungle Warriors Work Southern AO

The 11th Infantry Brigade was originally organized in the Regular Army on December 4, 1917 at
Camp Forrest, Georgia as an element of the 6th Division and served with the division during World
War |. The brigade participated in the Alsace and Meuse-Argonne campaigns. After being
inactivated in 1921, the 11th Brigade was reconstituted on April 15, 1966 and reactivated two and a
half months later at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii.

Beginning in early 1967, the brigade trained extensively in jungle operations in preparation for
commitment to Vietnam. To stress realism in the Vietnam-oriented tactical training, the brigade
conducted "live-fire" operations in the rugged, thickly-vegetated terrain of Koolau Mountains on the
island of Oahu [sic].

The advance party, consisting of 350 personnel with representation from all brigade units, departed
Hawaii by aircraft on November 28, 1967 for Duc Pho, Quang Ngai Province, Vietnam.

Prior to joining the Americal Division, intensive in-country training was conducted for a month. Upon
completion of this training, the 11th Infantry Brigade moved from Landing Zone Carentan to their
permanent base camp at Landing Zone Bronco, near Duc Pho, in late January, 1968.

The "Jungle Warriors" have participated in Operation Norfolk Victory, Operation Champagne Grove
and Operation Vernon Lake Il during its time spent in Vietnam. All three were successful.

During these operations the brigade succeeded in destroying the enemy' major bases of operation,
weapons and munitions caches, rice and salt caches, and interdicting his major infiltration and
logistical routes.

The brigade is presently situated in the southernmost sector of the 23rd Infantry Division's area of
operations, with its headquarters located at LZ Bronco.

The 11th Infantry Brigade presently consists of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Infantry; the 1st Battalion, 20th
Infantry; the 4th Battalion,3rd Infantry, the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry and E Troop, 1st Cavalry.
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4/3 Inf; The Old Guard

The 3rd Infantry's flag carries 39 battle streamers earned by its magnificent record of bravery in action.

Its colors have flown valiantly in virtually every war the United States has been involved.

Today, the "Old Guard" is the only unit authorized to pass in review with fixed bayonets, an honor
accorded it for gallantry during the Mexican War.

The unit also served with distinction in the Civil War, the War with Spain, the Philippine Insurrection
and World War II.

In August, 1966, the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry was activated at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, as part
of the newly formed 11th Infantry Brigade.

Since that time unit has participated in exercises with the 198th Infantry Brigade and the 196th
Infantry Brigade.

The battalion arrived in Vietham on December 15, 1967.



Southern Cross article Vol. 4, No. 11 Chu Lai, Vietham March 12, 1971 Page 6

Sarge gets even

By 1Lt John W. Peterson

FSB SAN JUAN HILL, (11th Inf. Bde., 10) -- "I'm thankful to God that bullet didn't hit my head,"
Sergeant William L. Scott repeated over and over again.

Scott had an AK-47 round pierce his helmet, but he escaped injury when his squad from Company
C, 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry engaged four NVA northwest of San Juan Hill.

"We were moving in on a basecamp we destroyed the day before and found four NVA trying to
rebuild some of the hootches,” said Scott, who is from Richmond, Va. "the squad immediately
maneuvered on them and a firefight developed.”

Three of the enemy made a hasty retreat but one stayed and poured AK-47 fire on the advancing
element. That's when Scott felt a bullet go through his helmet.

"l was just sort of numb after it hit and | laid on the ground," exclaimed Scott. "I didn't want to get up
for fear of getting into the line of fire, and all | could do was keep feeling my head.” A fellow 11th
Infantry Brigade Mountainman had pulled him out of the line of fire right after he was hit.

Scott can't remember for sure why, but he said he put his helmet on and advanced on the NVA who
was still active, "l got myself back together," he said, "and | wasn't going to let him get away."

And it was Scott who crawled to a position behind the enemy and killed him. After that, he said he
really didn't think about the kill, but was just happy to be alive.

The day before the unit had discovered what Scott called an "R&R center”. It had nine hootches, a
mess hall with stoves, a game room with games in it and a dispensary. In addition, the men found
2400 rounds still in cases.
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Photo Caption: A 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry, 11th Brigade 4.2 inch mortar crew register their tube on
surrounding hillsides in preparation for the defense of an Americal firebase. (U.S. Army Photo by SP4
Peter Sorensen)



