3/82nd Artillery Compilation from
materials saved into the Americal Division
Vet erands Association data base.

Above is the 3/82nd Artillery Battalion crest.



3/ 82nd Atrtillery Bn Articles and related materials
compiled from the Americal Division V eterands
Association (ADVA) database.

ADVA Historian for 2021 comments. Compilation documents have been made for
veterans who might not have computer skills to search the extensive files for
materials about their unit.

This document was made for veteran s of the 3/ 82nd Attillery Battalion. This is

a list of items that are also available to 3/ 82nd Attillery veterans, but are

considered separate 3/82nd Atrtillery items and were not included in the

compilation:

No issues of a 3/ 82nd Artillery Newsletter has been located to date.. , AThe

Hook and Star 0 are not included in the compilation Phot c
3/ 82nd Artillery Battalion were inserted into this document from The Americal

Di visionds Newspaper, t he iSout hre r wo @mowns 496th LITBer e
yearbooks that include names and photos of 3/ 82nd Attillery men (1966 and 1968)

Maps of the Americal AO are available, but not part of the compilation. Other

general information that relates to all units of the Americal Division are in

the ADVA databa se.

There are photos related to the 3/ 82nd Artillery Battalion inserted into the

document. These mainly came from the weekly fASouthern C

There are Division and Artillery Operation Reports and Lessons Learned Reports.
And Operation report s that can provide insight to why artillerymen were moving
artillery pieces around so much.

At the end of this document | have inserted examples of Americal Division S2/S3
entries related to the 3/82nd Attillery Battalion to illustrate what might be
avail able in the 50 months of Americal Division S2/S3 reports.

A connection will always exist between the veterans  who served with Task Force
Oregon/Americal Division to the 3 /82nd Artillery Battalion veterans in the
Vietnam conflict. However, the active 3/ 82d Attillery unit may be the key to
preserving the 3/82nd Art il ledst@abalry Amobile Divisipn Th
Website  honors the service of their 3/82nd Atrtillery unit. It is 2021 when |
write this. The Americal Division will not likely be re - activate  d again. So
although Americal and 196th LIB Brigade veterans have the best connection today

we will expire in another two decades. A ccumulated a great deal of history for

the 3/82nd Artillery needs a place to reside after the Americal Division
veterans e xpire. An effort is being made to place materials in the Vietnam
Archives at Texas Tech..



Stanton Order of Battle Vietham reference book
documentation on the 3/ 82nd Artillery Battalion.

3rd Battalion 82nd Artillery
(205mm Howitzer, Towed )

Arrived V  ietham: 15 August 1966
Departed Vietnam: 29 June 1972
Previous Station: Fort Lewis

Authorized Strength 1966 1968 1970
474 526 526

The 3d Battalion of the 82d Artillery was a towed 105mm howitzer

battalion assigned to the 1 96th Infantry Brigade (Light) and

landed at Vung Tau. It was immediately airlifted to Tay Ninh

where the first base camp was constructed . It became part of the
23d Infantry Division (Americal) in February 1969 while at Chu Lai

and located at Tam Ky. It stayed at that location until April

1971 when it moved to Da Nang. In November 1971 the battalion was

placed back under the control of the 196th Infantry Brigade there.

Upon its departure its assets were used to form a 105mm howitzer

battery, Battery G ( Provisional), 29th Atrtillery.



UNIT CITATIONS AWARDED
TO 3rd Bn, 82nd Arty

SOURCE: Department of the Army Pamphlet 762 -3
Unit Citation and Campaign Participation Credit
Register
(1960 - 1978) Dated: May 1 980
Awards:
MUC15 Nov 67 - 17 Mar 69 DAGO 39, 1970
RVNGC24 Aug 69 - 31 Dec 69 DAGO 42, 1972
RVNGC31 Mar 70 - 30 Jun 70 DAGO 42, 1972
HHB, 3rd Bn, 82nd Arty
RVNGC1 Apr71 - 30 Jun 71 DAGO 6, 1974
Forward Command Group
VUA13 May - 17 Jun 69 DAGO 43, 1972
Btry D, 3rd Bn, 82nd Arty
N- PUC10 16 May 1968 DAGO 32, 1973
ABBREVIATIONS:
HHB Headquarters & Headquarters Battery
DAGO: Department of the Army General Order
PUC: U.S. Army Presidential Unit Citation
VUA: U.S. Army Valorous Unit Award
MUC: U.S. Army Meritorious Unit Citation

RVNGC: Republic Of Vietham Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit
Citation
Unit Citation
N- PUC U.S. Navy Presidential Unit Citation
N- MUC U.S. Navy Meritorious Unit Citation



Operations 3/82nd Artillery Battalion participated in:

Operation Attleboro
Operation KAILUA (for 25th Infantry Division)
Operation Junction City
Operation  Gadsden
Operation  Cedar Falls
Operation Fitchburg
Operation Benton

Operation Hood River
Operation Malheur |
Operation Malheur Il
Operation Napoleon Saline
Operation Wheeler

Operation Wallowa

Operation Wheeler Wallowa
Operation  Golden Valley (Kham Duc May 1968)
Operation Elk Canyon |
Operation Elk Canyon Il
Operation Frederick Hill
Operation Task Force Miracle
Operation Pocahontas Forest
Task Force Cooksey

Task Force 4/31

Operation  Tulare Falls
Operation Middlesex Peak
Operation Delaware

More operations could be added with research:
These might be good leads to start with

Operation Alice, Operation Athol, Operation Kamuela,
Operation Carentan I, Operation Carentan .



As previously mentioned there were two military yearbooks that

had photos of the men serving with the 3 /82nd Artillery. The

first of these came from 1966. It is often referred to as the

first year book for the 196th LIB. | am inserting five  3/82d
Artillery group photos. The yearbook has general photos of the

artillery pieces and more. The se images of the yearbook are in
the online Americal Division portal at the Vietnam Archives web -

site at Texas Tech. University.

4 Staff, 3d Battalion, 82nd Artillery y

From left to right, Hutchinson, D.S., Ist Lt;
Ellis, H.F., 1st Lt; Brown, P.M., Ist Lt;
DeWalt, R.L., Capt; Rickard, W.R., Capt;
Schwartz, W.C., Lt Col; Grinnell, L.F.,
Major; Stanton, D.P., Capt; Czerw, T.J,,
Capt; Jackson, D.S. 1st Lt; Martin, W.J.,
CWO0-4; Smith, E., SMAJ.




HHB, 3d Battalion, 82d Artillery

From left to right, Row 1: Burley, PVT;
Koniciki, F. PVT; Newmon, G. SP4; Lin-
coln, R. SP4; Ace, R. PFC; Norton, S. PVT;
Porks, J. PVT; Dischert, L. PVT wahy,
B. PVT; Drenzek, R. PVT Gregor, E. PVT;
Harp, C PVT; Sweenoy, Y PVT; Hordy, J.
PVT; Ricks, A. PVT; Slofom:, D. VT;
ch, H. PVT. Row 2: Grogon, J. PVT;
Puouclu, F. PVT; Cantu, D. PVT; Deffen-
bou K. PVT; Noaloy C. PVT; Leitner,

%VT, Annon, R. PVT; Parks, R. PVT;
Snglet, R. PVT; Lench, T. PVT; Jocobsen,
H. PVT; Ccrpanlar, G. SP4; Doron, S. PVT;
Stow, A. PVT; Kushner, G. PVT; Stewart,

W.PVT; Eckhort, J. PVT. Row 3: Chlupacek,

H. PVT; Worlel, G. PVT; Polkewicz, J.
PVT, Hoffmon, R. PVT; Brozile, D. SP4;
Churl. J. PVT: Gibson. B. PVT; Dillion, J.
PVT; Niles, M. SP4; Whittenwhyler, M. PVT
Po"er, R." PFC; Dombrowski, C

Hrmentrout, R. PVT; Steinfield, N. PVT.

Gray, R. PVT; Francisico, F. PVT. Row 4:
Wolsh, B. PVT; Witt, E. SP4; Bough, R.
Putch, J. PVT; Thomas E: PVT Grumish,
PVT; Barrett, H. SP4; Petelle, H. PVT;
Murphy, F. PVT; Wilson, R. PVT; Corchado,
PFC; Noonan,R. PVT; Rodman, K. PVT;
Chombevs R. PVT Brown J. PVT; Naydone,
Resinger, R. h S Jcckson, E. SP4;
Presswood, SPS Sclarpo S. PFC; Banks,
H. SPS; Lolly A. SP5; Ramer, D. SGT:
Robles, R. SGT; Fronch, D. SPS Jockson,
A. SGT: Bowdon M. SGT; Robb P. SGT;
Evons, RS écehcn C. SP. Colamon,
T: -PVT; Enghuson J. PVT; Levan, G.
PVT; Snydar, S. PVT; M:CIoI{ond K. SPS.
Row 6: Moran, S. SFC; Willioms, F. SSG;
Klingler, H. 2d Lt; Medwed, J. 2d Lt; Robin-
son, W. st Lt; Horsewell, D. SFC; Ellis, D.
1st Lt; DiMase, J. MSGT; Starkey, H. SSG;
Smith, J. S5G: Johnson, J. SSG; Irwin. W.
Robbins, L. SSG; OHara, J. SFC; Dilly




Battery A, 3d Battalion, 82d Artillery
From left to right, Row 1: Lazarchick, A.R. PFC; Berg, D.P. PVT; Zemke, G.G. PVT;
2

d Lt; Madzelon, J.W. 1st Lt;Davis, F. L. Loytos, G. SP4; McGee, J.R. PFC; Krell,
1st SGT; Spirko, M. PVT; Roberts F.H. Jr. L.A. PFC; Hersman, R.L. PVT; Sliwinski,
2d Lt; Arpoika, A.A. SFC; Pappadopoulos, D.J. PVT. Row 5: Kawiecki, L.C. PFC;
C. 2d Lt. Row 2: Brewer, W.E. Jr., SGT; Romoanik, M.E. SP4; Walters, K.W. PVT;
Garcia, F.R. SSG; Joiner, P.T. SSG; Down- McDamel K. PVT Slmms, R.M. PVT;
ing, R.G. SSG; Moore, EA- SGT; Wilson, Adams, J. PVT; Banila J.A. PVT; Hamonn,
G.F. SGT; Byous, W.J. SGT. Row 3: Maro, R. PVT; Dovas, M.K. PVT; Heondzo, E.E.
N. Jr., PVT; Borrett, R.E. PVT; Kost, D.T. PVT. Row 6: Coots, S.C. PVT; Barnett,
PFC; Hickman, D.C. PVT; Hickman, D.C. W.J. PVT; Fenniman, J.D. VT, Ncr¢n|o,
PVT; Halverson, K.B. PVT; Dufresne, E. PFC; Babcock, D.L. PVT; Irwin, G.C.,
R.E. PVT; Hill, T.L. SGT; Brown, J.G. PVT; Pelletier, GJ PVT McQuivey, J.S.

SGT; Hall, S.E. SGT. Row 4: McLean, C. PFC; Denier, J. PV
Jr., PVT; Spiryda, T.L. PFC; Post, R.W.




From left to right, Row 1: Doherty, P.T.
1st Lt. Kobaly, G. Jr. Capt; Price, C.E.
1SGT; White, D.H. 1st Lt; Jackson, R. 2d
Lt. Row 2: émilh, P.E. SSG; Gronger, H.L.
$SG; Congdon, R.B. SSG; Robinson, J.E.
Herrera, A. SGT; Carpenter, W.T. SSG;
Maue, W.F. SSG; Piselli, J. SSG; Greenia,
L.J. SSG; Rhodes, W.W. SSG,. Peterson, E.
Tremblay, R.W. SFC. Row 3: Culp; D.R.
PVT; Markhom, C.R. PVT; Jared, D.J. PFC;
Weber, L.A. PVT; Abeyta, P.S. PFC: Doan,
B.H. SP4; Jones. H.B. SP5; Aiken, J.A.
Cpl; Rosete, E. PFC; Van Growski, R. PFC;
Ryon, L.H. SGT; Thomas, F. SGT; York,
K.E.PFC. Row 4: McCabe, M.F. Cpl; Hansen,

Battery B, 3d Battalion, 82d Artillery
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R.H. PFC; Schadowsky, C.W. PFC; Robbins,
J.H. PVT; LoaBorge, R.L. SGT; Gebbink,
J.A. PFC; Dale, G.L. SGT; Ouimet, R.C.
PVT; Marszalek, P.F. PFC; Grams, R.S.
PFC. Row 5: Calandrino, D.S. PFC; Sharpe,
J.E. PFC; Rutkiewicz, J. PFC; Ball, W.L.
PFC; Hall, G.R. PFC; Carlson, G.P. PFC;
Bellantoni, P. PFC; Lerner, |. PFC; Burnett,
W.E. PFC; Shultes, R. PFC; Dirksen, D
Row 6: McDoniel, P.F. PVT; Davis, M.E.
PFC; Thompson, H.G. PFC; Bennett, G.E.
PVT; Fisher, M.V. PVT; Lehue, D.A. PVT;
Bouchard, G. SGT; McFarland, W.E. PFC;
Perkins, S. SGT; Parson, C.J. PVT; Simp-
kins, Gerace, C. Jr. PFC.




From left to right, Row 1: *'Charlie’’ *'C"
Bty. Mascot w/ PVT White, Standing Gibson,
2d Lt; Dearlove, Capt. Pitt, Ist SGT; Kew-
grew, 2d Lt; Gominiak, 2d Lt; Row 2: Hubler,
SGT; Dunn, SFC; McGonigle, SSGT; Wright,
SFEC; Ortiz, SFC; Cintron, SFC; McCamey,
SFC; Moore, SSGT; Porter, SSG; King, SG%’.
Row 3: Renke, SGT; Harley, SGT; Baker,
Cpl; Hibbert, SGT; Smith, SGT; York, PVT;
Mizelle, PVT; DeWalt, PVT. Row 4: Mec-

Battery C, 3d Battalion, 82d Artillery

Cartney; PVT Premeriera, PVT; Marisanich,
PVT; Koral, PVT; Torsiello, PVT; Nidds,
PVT; Dullac, PVT; Kuehl, PVT. Row 5:
Williams, G.PVT; York, PVT; Jackson, PVT;
Flynn, PVT; Beaudoin, PVT; Beem, PVT;
Therrien, PVT; Pipkin, SP4. Row 6: Chen-
ard, PVT; Dorn, PVT; Fotos, PVT; Keith,
PVT; Rest Unk.Row 7: McCartney, PVT;
James, PVT; Greggorio, D. PVT; Williams,
PVT; Mueller, PVT; Ahlstrom, PVT; Donnel-
ly, PVT; Snow, PVT; Shirk, PVT.



The other  yearbook with information regarding the 3/82nd

Artillery battalion is also a 196th Light Infantry Brigade

yearbo ok. This book is from 1967 - 68 and is often referred to as
the 2nd year book for the 196th LIB. From this book | am

displaying a roster of the men who served with 3/82nd Atrtillery.

There is more than photos and etc. in the yearbook

For this you might w ant to check the Americal Division Portal in

the Texas Tech. University Vietnam Archive web - site.



HEADQUARTERS AND
SERVICE BATTERY

CPT Theodore J. Czerw
Commanding Officer

MAJ William L. Burkman
CPT David L. Bloom
CPT Francis B. D'Aleo

CPT John A. Holsonback Jr.

CPT Geoge Kobaly Jr.
CPT Jon W. Madzelan
CPT Robert L. McCabe
CPT Ronald P. Ouellette
CPT Horace Jones

CPT David W. Saul

CPT Marvin H. Stein
CPT Donald H. White
ILT Peter Kelligrew

ILT William D. Waller
CWO William J. Martin
CWO Edward R. Larsen
WO James A. Cook

ISG  Julius L. Denning
ISG Bernard C. D. Gehring
MSG Dagfinn Astrup
MSG John W. DiMase
SFC Drummond F. Ames
SFC Robert J. Collins
SFC Ervin R. Dilly

SFC Edwin S. Mitchell Jr.
SFC Samuel R. O’Neal
SFC Earl P. Dugas

SFC Joseph W. O’Mara
SSG Edward Barnes
SSG Bobby Butler

SSG Willie D. Collins
SSG Charles A. Hern
SSG William E. Irwin
SSG James R. Johnson
SSG Ignacio Robles-Rivera
SSG James E. Rutherford
SSG Paul R. Ross

SSG
SSG
SSG
SSG
SGT
SGT
SGT
SGT
SGT
SGT
SGT
SGT
SP5
SP5
SP5
SPs
SP5
SPS
SPS
SP5
SP5
SP5
SP6
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4

3D BATTALION, 8D ARTILLERY

LTC Warren L. Clark
Commanding Officer

MAJ Laurance F. Grinnell
Executive Officer

Lowell R. Robbins
James R. Satta Jr.
Thomas Taylor Jr.
Freeman D. Williams
Moses Bowden

Jack A. Carpenter
Herman L. King
David W. Raimer
Edward C. Reid
Harold E. Stringfellow
Nemesio Torres-Calis
Casimir C. Trzeszkorski
Henry Banks

Roland Bough

Joseph E. Brown
Eddie L. Edwards
Dean L. Francis
Frank J. Francisco
Kenneth R. McCelland
Roger A. Neumann
Richard E. Noonan
Ernest W. Ulitt
Ronald C. Barker
Richard Ace

Robert J. Annen
Rodney E. Armentrout
John F. Bell
Brownson

Chester L. Butler
Alan E. Chlupacea
Roy Corbin Jr.

Taren T. Cummings
George W. Dawson
David A. DeFrees
Roy T. DeRuso

John J. Dillon Jr.
Stanley Doran

Chester L. Dombrowski
James R. Fenn
Howard J. Fryberger
John T. Grogan

Bruce D. Gilson
Robert W. Gray

Jay A. Grumish

SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
PFC
PEC
PFC
PFC
PFC

.PFC

PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC

Charles D. Harp
Francis J. Konicki
Robert A. Krager
Gerald D. Kushner
Harold F. La First
Timothy E. Leach
Anthony C. Leither
Richard J. Melanson
Daniel W. Miller
David Millholen
James P. Murphy
Luciano J. Nardone
Milton A. Niles
Richard Parke

John Polkiewicz
Robert F. Potter
Anthony B. Prendez
Alan Rider

Gary W. Rinehart
Vincent Roberto
Kieth A. Rodman
Eddie Roberson
Joseph S. Russian
Salvatore Sciarpa
Peter A. Shannon
Douglas F. Stefanci
William D. Stephens
Ronald A. Stow
Leonard M. Sweeney
Emil Wakula Jr.
Larry D. Wess
Lucius Anthony
Judson C. Banks Jr.
Richard W. Brandon
Robert W. Chambers Jr.
Ernest A. Cole
Donald W. Cunningham
George P. Delaney
Merle A. Doerscher
Peter F. Donnely
Donald L. Eader
Jon M. Eckhart
Terry F. Evans
Weldestrude Franqui

PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PEC
PEC
PFC
PFC
PEC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PEC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PEC

Robert D. Fagley Jr.
Dennis L. Fiscus
Refugio Caballero
Ronald R. Garon
Ronald C. Gunter
Henery M. Hacker
Bobby L. Hicks
Robert J. Hoffmann
David J. Howard
Richard H. Jahr
Roger L. Kaefer
Thomas Kelly
Michael J. Klingbeil
Ernest A. Lind
Ralph P. Manzaro
Donald J. Marpin
Robert J. Mason
Denis E. McCann
Kenneth McDaniel
Ronald Mitchell
Claude A. Moses
Francis E. Murphy
Richard S. Nichols
Thomas C. Paradiso
Terry W. Phillips
James L. Pickett
Charles D. Rebman
Raymond F. Ryan
Dale E. Stowers
Stanley A. Sheldon
William R. Shue
John C. Tiner
Robert E. Upton
Jose A. Villalon-Pujals
Henry A. Wayne
Bernhard P. Weschke
Michael D. Wittennyler
Theodore H. Wetzel
Harold S. Yost



BATTERY A

CPT David S. Jackson
Commanding Officer

1ILT Regis G. Brown

1LT Eugene J. Bussolati
1ILT Abel Escobedo

1LT Harold H. Klinger Jr.
1ILT Kenneth W. Macon
1SG Lewis F. Davis

MSG Alexander Pitt Jr.
SSG Theodore L. Hill
SSG Byron Johns

SSG Paul T. Joiner

SSG Ernest Lee

SSG Fleming McEwing Jr.
SSG Felix Roman-Garcia
SSG Charles E. Thompson
SGT James G. Brown
SGT Seldon E. Hall

SGT George L. Hitt

SGT Anthony R. Mikulski
SGT Harvey Rivers

SGT Billy R. Simerly

SGT Joseph P. Stewart
SGT Robert L. Easterwood
SP5 Carl C. Haight

SP5 Coleman P. Joyce Jr.
SP5  Jack S. McQuivey
SP5 Morton W. Smyth
CPL Charles H. Carter
CPL Larry C. Kawiecki
CPL Richard L. Martinez
CPL Richard McCullough

CPL
CPL
CPL
CPL

CPL’

SP4
SP4
SP5
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
PEC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PEC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC

3D BATTALION, 82D ARTILLERY

LTC Warren L. Clark
Commanding Officer

MAJ Laurance F. Grinnell
Executive Officer

David W. Mitchell Jr.
Ernesto Naranjo
Gerald R. Rossi
Robert M. Simms
Theodore L. Spiryda
Emmett R. Clark
Ronald W. Sullivan
Darwin L. Babcock

PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC

Leroy Hill

Donnell Hudson
George E. Hduson
Gary C. Irwin
James J. Jimieson
Robert W. Kendrick
Janford R. Keith

& PFC David A. Kiel
John A. Barilla PFC Robert L. Koclanes
Donald P. Berg PFC Larry A. Krell
Gary E. Fancher PFC Charles E. Kryder

Ronald W. Karczewski
Dietmar T. Kost
Charles L. Lambert
Andrew E. McEvoy
John R. Murray
Guy L. Nagle
Ralph W. Post
John P. Schoen
Matthew G. Spirko
Thomas W. Banas
Richard E. Barrett
Danville L. Beane
Henry F. Bennett
Robert B. Beyer
Thomas M. Braje

PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC

Hulon E. Lakey
Kenneth E. Langbein
Joseph R. Lopez
Robert W. Luczak
Nicholas Maro Jr.
George L. Martindale
Johnny R. McGee
Edward Means Jr.
Michael R. Mendel
James W. Newell
Robert H. Oliver
Roberto Pagan-Gonalez
Floyd D. Pryce
Ronald L. Qualls

i . Col 11 PFC Raul Ramirez
\]}\;ﬁﬁzﬁ lJE C(:)gg:re ? PFC King S. Rodgers Jr.
David L. Dean PFC Herbert L. Smith
Terry E.‘Dover PFC Frank N. Spallino

Leroy G. Gardner
Charles J. Glasheen
Frank M. Guadagno
William Hahn
Richard L. Hawkins

PFC
PEC
PFC
PFC

Ratmond W. Stull
Alphonse M. Trapanese
Charles B. Vacca

John S. Van Duzer

&
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PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PVT
PVT
PVT
PVT

Roger B. Wainwright
Henry E. Warmber
Michael J. Wendt
Roger D. Wing
Richard P. Witmer
James J. Huber
Robert F. Lafferty
Gerald S. Raver
Marshal McClain



BATTERY B

CPT

Wayne R. Richard

Commanding Officer

ILT
ILT
ILT
ILT
ILT
2LT
SFC
SSG
SSG
SSG
SSG
SSG
SSG
SSG
SSG
SSG
SSG
SSG
SGT
SGT
SGT
SGT
SGT
SGT
SP5

SP5

CPL
CPL
CPL
CPL

Arthur J. Harp
Richard H. Jackson
George Kovac Jr.
James Scurry

Leslie D. Thatcher
Michael S. Moseley
Robert W. Tremblay
Willie T. Carpenter
Rodney B. Congdon
Willie E. Danzey Jr.
Charles W. Davis
Henry L. Granger
Lawrence J. Greenia
Philip G. Petrin
Burch A. Presswood
Juan R. Sanfeliz-Ocasio
Peter E. Smith
Franklin L. Thomas
John A. Aiken

Earl E. Creason
Merele L. Davis
Richard L. LaBarge
John E. Sharpe
Antonio Tajalle
Darrell G. Dirksen
Harold J. Murph
Pedros Abeyta
James R. Bachelor
William H. Davis
Richard J. Lambert

CPL
CPL
CPL
CPL
CPL
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
SP4
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC

3D BATTALION, 82D ARTILLERY

LTC Warren L. Clark
Commanding Officer

MAJ Laurance F. Grinnell
Executive Officer

Richard J. Lambert
David A. Lehue

Charles W. Schadowsky

Jefferson Simpkins Jr.
Richard L. Woodward
Harry A. Bazimet Jr.
Patrick J. Bellantori
Leroy R. Brewer

Billy W. Burks
Michael V. Fisher
Raymond Grady
Charles Gerace Jr.
Richard S. Grams
Nathaniel J. Lee Jr.
Ronald-L. Long
Peter F. Merszalek
Robert R. Rideway
Joseph H. Robbins
Robert L. Shiltts
Lawrence A. Bamberg
James V. Bumka
Albert R. Beck
Thomas H. Bryan
David L. Burkeholder
Donald B. Carre
Delbert M. Clark
Russell L. Campbell
Martin L. Castillo
Dewitt Cameron
Harold G. Dubose
William S. Haggard
Matthew M. Haughlio
William D. Hayward
Thomas C. Gibson
Gray A. Giesmer

PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PEC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PEC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PEC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC

PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC

Daniel R. Glover
Garhetta Grays
Gray W. Griswood
George L. Jasker
Jeffrey S. Johnson
Brai W. Johnston
Edward D.' Johnston
William D. Jones
Jack L. Kelling
Dixie J. King
Wendell L. Kornega
Raymond C. Leittner
Cary W. Lippert
Leroy W. Lamar
Gray L. Lawless
James W. Long
Thomas M. Logay
Edward J. Magdaz
Don J. Marshall
Calvin J. Motl
Dennis J. Murray
Ralph W. Malmgren
Adolph F. Marek
Russell J. Mauta
Allen E. Nickel

Ronald G. Papa
Hubert T. Roberts
Enrique Rodela
Richard Ross
Richard Shedrick
Calvin Smith
Thomas A. Smith
James W. Snyder
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Michael D. Smith
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Curtis W. Starkes
Paul J. Berceier
Arlo W. Fry Jr.
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3/ 82nd Artillery Bn Compilation of Vietnam Articles
This is a compilation of article transcriptions on file in the

Ameri cal Di vi si on 3beation hisioncdl slatahase with
references to the 3/ 82nd Artill ery Battalionds Service i

AnRedl ego CO

Ends Viet tour
When Major James C. Broadus told his men to blow away an enemy
target, he meant every word. Broadus is finishing his Vietnam tour

as commander of the biggest combat artillery battalion in the
Army, the 3d battalion, 82d artillery.
Both the battalion and its commander are unusual. Most
artillery battalions specialize in one size of gun, while the
3/82d has batteries of every artillery caliber in the U.S.
arsenal, operated by the largest Fire Direction Control Center in
Vietnam.
Major Broadus is completing his second tour in Vietham. The
first time around, in 1966 - 67, he was Corps Operations Officer in
the J3 (joi nt 3) staff at MACV, where he kept situation maps and
made briefings on Il Corps, keeping such persons as General
Westmoreland advised on the regional situation.
He started his second tour as installation commander on
Firebase Rawhide, which has since been abandoned. He organized
the batteries working there, and was for 32
Rawhi de. o
From Rawhide, he became the executive officer of the 6th
battalion, 11th artillery on LZ Bronco, in the 2d [sic 23d] Inf.
Div. (Americal) and in July became the commanding officer of the
6/ 11th as a major filling a Lt. Colonel &6s posi
When the Americal was deactivated in late 1971, Brigadier
General McDonough, the new commander of the 196th Infantry
Brigade, personally asked Broadus to assume co mmand of the  3/82 .



Broadus found that it took a fAgood dayodés wol
super -si zed battalion, and Alt tested the coord
of everybody involved. 0

He chose the best officers and NCOG6s he <cou
standing down el sewhere, forming a hand - picked crew to run the

battalion. With these men to help, he decentralized control,
giving the battery commanders more responsibility.

Broadus feels that he has shown that it is possible to run a
Abeefed upo unit | i ktRat his Imenscan ga angwhere in
the world and use the experience gained in this operation.

After 16 active years in the Army, Broadus finds he still
enjoys artillery because of the espirit de corps attached to this

high - standards outfit. He also discov ered that artillery can be
fun for people who enjoy mathematics, and feels that the best
beginning for a ifRedl ego S a Afgood grocery
background. o

He hol ds a B. S. Degree i n Accounting, an
business administration. Since jo ining the army he has been a

Forward Observer, Battery XO, and instructor at Ft. Sill, and of
course, twice a battalion commander.
The often - smiling artillery leader says he enjoyed this tour,

and Al enjoyed having one battalion damedn sout
| 6d have another one up here. I f it werenot
my family, 106d |ike to stay on.

After spending some hard - earned leave time with his family in

Fairfax, VA, Broadus will assume his next position in the office
of the Comptroller of t he Army in the Pentagon, Washington D.C.



OPERATION POCAHONTAS FOREST

Operation POCAHONTAS FOREST was a

multi - battalion, combined US - ARVN operation conducted
from 5 July through 3 August 1968. Operations were
directed at enemy fo rces and installations located in the

Hiep Duc Valley, Son Hiep village, and southern Duc Duc
District area (See Overlay 1).

Intelligence identified the Pocahontas AO as an
extensive enemy base camp area. Concealed in the rugged
mountains a nd dense jungle that covered most of the AO
were numerous base camps, communications routes, both
land and water, extensive logistical locations, and sites
suitable for the assembly of major size enemy forces 1.

The 2d NVA Division had used the area t 0 mass its forces
for offensives in the Que Son Valley and Phu Binh area in
January 1968. 2. Current intelligence indicated that the

2d NVA Division had two (2) regiments, the 1st Main

Force Regiment and the 3d NVA Regiment, in the area

resting, resu pplying and retraining for a general

offensive. 3. Operation POCAHONTAS FOREST was designed
to meet this enemy threat. It was conceived as a standard
military Operation keyed to terrain objectives and

clearing a zone of action of enemy forces and

ins tallations.

Task Force Cooksey, commanded by BG Howard H.
Cooksey, was created for command and control of US
Forces. Before the operation was terminated, TF Cooksey
included the 4th Bn, 31st Inf; 4th Bn, 21st Inf; 4th Bn,
3d Inf; 5th Bn, 46 th Inf; 2d Bn, 1st Infantry. Other
units under TF Cooksey's control were the 3d PIt, F
Troop, 17th Cavalry, A Co, 26th Engineers, two (2) CIDG
companies from Tien Phuoc, and the 11th and 15th MIKE
Strike Force companies. Task Force ARVN was composed
the 2d Bn, 5th Inf; 4th Bn, 5th Inf and one battery of
artillery from the 22 ARVN Regiment.

Direct artillery support for TF Cooksey was
provided by B Btry, 3d Bn, 82d Arty ; C Btry, 3d Bn, 82d
Arty; A Btry, 6th Bn, 11th Arty; and C Btry, 6 th Bn, 11th
Artillery. General artillery support came from B Btry,
3d Bn, 18th Arty; B Btry, 3d Bn, 16th Arty; and C Btry,
3d Bn, 16th Artillery. All artillery units were
controlled through HQ, 3d Bn, 82d Artillery

of



The first section compiled will b e articles from the 12

|l ssues of the Ameri cal Di vi si on AAmMmer i ¢
file.
This is from the first fAAmeri cal Magazineo ptr

B&W photo - A 105mm howitzer with barrel smoking is being operated
by a crew. Photo credit - eilers

Ar tillery
Roars For
Infantrymen

The Americal Division Artillery, commanded by Colonel Lawrence

M. Jones, has continually produced outstanding support of the
ground gaining arms of the Americal Division and other Free World
forces in Vietnam.

Coordinating the efforts of its organic battalions and as many
as five direct support battalions at one time, the artillery of
the Americal Division has fired more than 1,500,000 rounds in
support of the Vietnamese struggle.

Originally activated under comb at conditions in the Pacific in
May of 1942 with the Americal Division in New Caledonia, it
supported the division through the Guadalcanal, Northern Solomons,
Southern Philippines and Leyte campaigns.

Presently, Division Artillery consists of the 3rd B attalion,
18th Artillery commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin T.
Meadows, and the 3rd Battalion, 16th Artillery commanded by
Lieutenant Colonel Warren M. Schuab.

Three other artillery units support the Americal Division, but
are not part of Division Artillery. They are the 3/82nd Atrtillery
with the 196th Infantry Brigade, the 1/14th Artillery with the
198th Brigade, and the 6/11th Artillery with the 11th Brigade.
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This 7 page storyc ame from the May 1969 issue of the
Magazi ndhe. act ion in the story references the critical

artillery support provided by the 3/82nd Artillerymen in November

1967 for the 4/ 31st I nf. Bn. commanded by LTC
(now retired as a Lieutenant General) . LTG Wetzel still prays for

the men he lost in the battle in 1967 each Sunday in church.

Page 2 The long, hard - fought battle sounds like it was taken
from the pages of a World War Il Americal history book, but a
196th Inf. Bde. battalion lived it just a few months ago

The rain had stopped about 10 a.m. on Nov. 17, 1968, but the grass and vines
on the ridge were wet. The point element of Delta Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf,
slashed a trail with machetes up the steep ridge. The men got soaked from
brushing against the foliage.

One way or another , an infantryman gets wet and stays wet during the
monsoons. If it's not the rain, it's the rain - soaked jungle he cuts his way
through; if it's not river - crossing, it's an assault across a rice paddy; or
it simply his own sweat soaking into his jungle fa tigues as he climbs a rugged
mountain trail.
The "squawk - box" on the radio barked out its message to the Delta CP
group resting on their packs nearby CPT Sidney Ordway (Anaheim, Calif.), CO
of D Co ., listened patiently with the handset pres sed to his ear
The Delta point element had walked into what looked like one of their own night
defensive perimeters, but with a few variations - they had found two camouflaged

anti - aircraft positions and numerous Ho Chi Minh sandal prints in and around
th e perimeter of fighting holes.
CPT Ordway and his Viethamese interpreter went to check it out. They agreed

that the area had been used recently by a company - size North Vietnamese Army
force.

After searching the area, the captain elected to follow wha t appeared to be a
wide, well - used trail leading north from the abandoned enemy laager position.

He looked at his "funnypaper" (map) to see if the trail was mapped. It wasn't,
but the direction of the trail and his location indicated that it went north -
northwest to a group of high jungle peaks - collectively known as...

NUI CHOM MOUNTAIN
- By SGT GEORGE HAWKINS
- 196th Inf. Bde.

Map 1 showing location reference to Tam Ky, Chu Lai, Hoi An, and
Da Nang
Mgp 2 detail battle map of forces on Nui Chom.



A Co., commanded by CPT Billy Braswell (Henderson, N.C.), was operating

approximately 1,000 meters west of D Co. CPT Ordway called CPT Braswell on his
PRGC 25 radio and told him what he had found. They decide d to search out the
canyon where the trail led.

As Delta maneuvered up the trail, the terrain got steeper, and the land - scape
turned from thick elephant grass and vines into triple canopy jungle. The D Co.
pointman spotted what appeared to be a squad of NVA coming down the trail.

Seconds later, the NVA saw the advancing Americal soldiers...both sides opened
up.
The NVA pointman fell and the rest of the enemy squad ran back up the trail.
Continuing 200 meters further up the trail, Delta walked into an N VA base camp.
CPT Ordway described what they found. | had my men spread out and set up
security. The base camp was built on both sides of a draw with a stream
flowing through the middle of the camp. What we could see from the south side
were mostly hoo  tches and spider - hole fighting positions.
"The hootches were made of bamboo with thatched roofs. There weren't any
fighting bunkers like the kind we were to run into later, higher on the
mountain. | had my machinegunners recon by fire, but we didn't re ceive any
return fire, so | moved two platoons in to search the camp."
The apparently deserted camp came alive as the 196th soldiers reached the
north end. The CP group was hit by machinegun fire and both searching platoons
received automatic weapons fir e.
CPT Ordway was wounded when a bullet creased his forehead above the right
eye. Minutes after he got hit, he lost consciousness. Then FSG John Neely was
severely wounded in his right hand. The "Chargers" were in the middle of a
fierce firefight.
while medics Worked on the captain and first sergeant, CPT Ordway's RTO, SP4
Jessie Harris (Indianapolis),

Graphic art of two men climbing up a hill against Viet Cong
soldiers firing down on them.
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got on the horn and called LTC Robert Wetzel - (Harrisburg, Va.), 4/31
battalion commander , who was flying close by in his C&C helicopter. Harris
requested a medevac for the two wounded leaders, then briefed the lieutenant
colonel on the enemy situation.

LTC Wetzel instructed the specialis t to move CPT Ordway and Top Neely back

to the rear security platoons and have an LZ prepared for the medevac. Harris
also was told to move the platoons out of the base camp and to set up a
defensive perimeter.

Assuming command with cool efficiency, Har ris radioed the platoons and
relayed LTC Wetzel's orders. Instructing the forward platoon to mark their
positions with smoke grenades, he then coordinated with " Blue Ghost " gunships
of F Trp., 8th Cav . for air support.

The helicopters came in with mini -guns and machineguns blazing, and after
they hosed down the area expending their ammao, artillery fire was called in.

Meanwhile, a retreating NVA element ran into Alpha Co . on the west flank of
the camp. Two of the enemy soldiers were killed and the rest of the element

were forced back into the base camp.
"We couldn't prepare a good LZ for the medevac because of the steepness of
the mountainside and the triple canopy jungle,” recalled SP4 Harris.

"It seemed like everything happened just after CPT Ord way was wounded,"
Harris said. "He got hit in the open. | ran to him and started dragging him to
cover when a friend of mine from the 1st PIt. (SP4 Jim 'Homeboy' Williams,
Detroit) started running through the exposed area to our front.

"l kept yelling, '‘Get back, Homeboy, get back, | got him, but Homeboy kept

firing at the fighting position where machinegun fire was coming. He kept
their heads down long enough for me to drag the captain to safety. Homeboy was
one of the last to pull back.

"Heonlyha deightdaysto goin
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the field, and | kept thinking, 'Don't get hit now, Homeboy, not now." When he

finally pulled back to the rear security platoons he had two AK - 47 bullets
lodged in an M -16 magazine in the bandolier slung over his shoulder. I
remember we both smoked about three packs of cigarettes that afternoon."

After several earlier attempts, a medevac helicopter made a landing on the LZ
secured by  Delta , and extracted CPT Ordway and FSG Neely late in the afternoon.
That night Delta and Alpha Cos . set up in night defensive perimeters while
batteries of 105mm and 155mm howitzers of the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty . hammered at
the NVA base camp.

Early the following morning, Nov. 18, D and A Cos . moved in again. They met
no resistance as they stal ked through the camp, finding three AK - 47s, two

Chicom machine - guns, 20 NVA packs, and five dead enemy soldiers. Much of the
captured equipment had been rendered useless by the earlier artillery barrages.
The infantrymen completed the job by destroying 20 hootches, 2 mess halls,
and 10 tunnels. The NVA mainforce had withdrawn further into the dense
coverage of the mountains during the night.

"Intelligence reports of the past few days confirmed our suspicions that the
21st Regt. of the 2nd NVA Div. wa s operating in the mountains in and around Nui
Chom," said 1LT Barry Kubler (Long Island, N.Y.), the battalion S - 2.

On the 19th, Charlie Co., commanded by 1LT Dickie Dixon (N.

Liberty, Ind.), moved into the Nui Chom area and linked up with the other thre e
companies. They began a three - pronged advance up Nui Chom Mountain, with A and
D Cos. on the western flank, C Co. in the center, and B Co. on the eastern
flank.

Delta Co ., now commanded by 1LT John Dolan (Syracuse, N.Y.), once again made
contact as th ey sprang an NVA ambush. The enemy was well entrenched in

camouflaged fighting

2 B&W photo - Left - Two soldiers being given a hand to pull up
and through the dense vegetation. Photo captions - "An RTO makes
an urgent call for gunship support against w ell entrenched enemy

forces, as other Polar Bears" left) battle against the terrain as
well as the NVA. photo credits Crawford
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positions and sunken bunkers 10 to 15 meters off the main trail. The bullet -
spitting fortifications had bamb 0o covers camouflaged with dirt and foliage.

The Delta pointman was wounded during the initial contact, which was to last
four hours before the enemy was routed from their bunkers. A "Polar Bear "
machinegun team moved up to the front when the action star ted and put heavy
suppressive fire on an enemy .30 caliber machinegun position. While the 4/31
gunner popped off 100 - round belts of ammo, Delta riflemen maneuvered in close
to the .30 cal. and silenced it with grenades and M - 16 fire.

"We more or less le ap- frogged up the trail knocking out the enemy bunkers as
we went, "states SSG Phillip Madlin (Joseph, Ore.), 1st PIt. sergeant.

"One of our biggest problems,” he continued, "and one that really
slowed us up, was that the enemy bunkers were always above us. They were about
three - fourths below ground, and when you first looked at them they looked like
an ordinary rise in the ground. Our pointmen usually couldn't spot them until
they were fired upon.”

Monsoon clouds moved in, and the peaks of the mountains were shrouded in gray
mist. A light rain began to fall, which together with the ground fog, severely
limited visibility. Supporting " Blue Ghost " Gunships, which
had flown into Hiep Duc Valley to support the 4/31st infantrymen on the
mountain, w ere forced to abort their mission and return to their base.

That afternoon, Alpha Co . spotted a small complex of bunkers used by the NVA
as an observation post. As the company slowly moved up the trail to the OP
position, the bunkered NVA opened up with automatic ~ weapons and machinegun fire
killing two pointmen and pinning down the lead squad.

Alpha's advance was stopped. Enemy fire hit all around the lead
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squad, a nineteen year old rifleman, PFC Mike Crescenz (Philadelphia), who was
in the mi  ddle of the 2nd PIt ., seized the nearest. machinegun and charged
uphill toward the enemy bunkers.

Enemy fire sprayed around him as he assaulted their positions. He ran toward
the first bunker firing continuously, in the front gun port, killing two NVA
and silencing their .30 cal. machinegun. He assaulted the second bunker,

entered it from the rear, and killed two more NVA.
At this point, Crescenz was under fire from the remaining NVA positions,
but, he continued up the hill firing his M - 60 machinegun. His advance was
slowed when an enemy bullet ripped through his right thigh, but he continued on
and knocked out the third enemy bunker, killing two more enemy.
The way was thought clear for A Co. , but automatic weapons fire opened up
from an unseen enemy fortification. Crescenz quickly realized the danger to
his buddies and, with his machinegun under his arm, attacked a fourth enemy
position. Before he could silence the NVA, the courageous Gl was hit again by
machinegun fire five meters from the bunker and mortally wounded. A little
later, the 3rd PIlt. of Alpha moved into the bunker complex and knocked out the
few remaining enemy positions.
PFC Crescenz had killed six NVA and saved the lives of many of the men in
his company at the cost of his life.
On the following morning, Nov. 20, the downpour stopped and the visibility

was relatively good, although the ground was wet and slippery from the heavy
rains. A Helix aerial observer spotted company - sized NVA  elements on the summit
of the mountain, whic h near the top became much steeper.

"Parts of the mountain were so steep and rocky that we hid to crawl hand over
hand, sometimes taking more than an hour to move 100 meters, "SGT Bob Jackson
(Los Angeles) recalled.

The three advancing companies contin ued to meet strong enemy resistance.
Each strategically - placed NVA machinegun position took several hours to clean
out before the companies could continue their climb.

At one point, the 2nd PIt. of A Co . had just started up a ridgeline when

automatic wea pons and machinegun fire stopped them, wounding two men in the
lead squad. The platoon leader, 1LT Stephan Rice (Ames, lowa), moved up to the

front and directed fire on the enemy, then administered first aid to the two

wounded men until a medic arrived.

The bullets were coming from a bunker and trenchline 50 meters up the trail.
1LT Rice maneuvered his platoon to the right flank and closed on the trenchline
fiing M -16s and M -79s. Three NVA were killed in the charge and two more were
added when two plato on members were
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able to get close enough to throw grenades into the bunker.

SGT John "Mac" McFarland (Los Angeles), who along with his weapons squad
provided machinegun cover fire for the maneuvering platoon, remembers, "We ran
into a lot of .3 0 calibers during that week, and they were really bringing

smoke on us. The NVA always had an advantage over us because we had to climb
up those trails where he was waiting in good fighting positions firing down at

us."

On Nov. 21, the lead platoon of Charlie Co . came into contact with an enemy
force in a complex of bunkers that seemed to be part of a perimeter. As Alpha
and Bravo advanced they too came in contact with enemy forces securing
perimeter bunkers and fighting positions. It signaled the begin ning of the
final two days of the heavy fighting on Nui Chom Mountain.

C Cao. called in " Blue Ghost " gunships to rake fire over the area, followed
by tactical jet air strikes. The fighter - bombers dropped 500 - and 750 -
pound bombs on the top and nort h side of the mountain to thwart any attempt by
the NVA to move in reinforcements and to cripple an enemy retreat.

A platoon from Alpha Co . on the 22nd had penetrated the bunker complex in
their area, and were advancing when machinegun and automatic weap ons fire
caught them by surprise. Squad Leader SGT James Larrick (Alexandria, Va.) and

the pointman were wounded. Larrick, hit five times, crawled into one of the
enemy bunkers his squad had

knocked out a short time before, while one of his men dragged t he wounded
pointman to safety.

SP4 John Shields (San Francisco) went back for his wounded squad leader, and
had him half way out of the bunker when a burst of automatic weapons fire
caught him in the back. Shields managed to crawl back to his squad.

Two more men tried to reach Larrick, but were stopped by heavy fire. The
sergeant yelled at them to pull back and leave him where he was before someone

else got wounded or killed. Reluctantly, his squad withdrew, leaving the
bleeding sergeant in the bunker.

Alpha tried again to take the bunkers, but again they were checked. It
started to rain and was getting dark, so A Co. pulled back down the ridge to
set up a night defensive position. Bravo Co . also met strong resistance that
day on their way up a ridg eline, and as darkness fell, the NVA still held Nui
Chom.

All during the night, batteries of 105mm and 155mm howitzers pounded the peak
of the mountain strong -hold. As dawn broke on Nov. 23, the seventh day of
contact began.

The NVA forces had been seriously weakened the day before, and the artillery

barrages during the night had found their mark. Many destroyed enemy
fortifications were to be found throughout the day.
Alpha, Bravo ,and Charlie Cos . began their siege again, but this time
they met light resistance as they penetrated the perimeter bunker complexes and
moved into the main NVA base camp. Then what some men described as a miracle
happened. As Alpha Co . moved into the bunker complex where the soldiers had
fought so hard the previous da y, they found SGT

photo - three soldiers in heavy foliage firing M -16's.
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Larrick still alive. He was in the same bunker into which he had crawled the

day before.
Everyone excitedly passed the word along - "He's alive! Larrick's alive!".
Though seriously wounded, the sergeant was conscious and could talk. He had
lain in the bunker with two dead NVA through the night without food, water, or
a weapon. Leeches and maggots had infested his wounds, but they were credited
with stopping the spre ad of infection. During the night two enemy soldiers
entered the bunker and searched his pockets, but believing the Gl was dead,
left shortly thereatfter.
A medic made a litter and two men helped carry SGT Larrick to the LZ. As he
lay there waiting for th e medevac to arrive, one of his buddies, SGT Allen
Shermers (Duluth, Minn.), went over to him.
"I got one of my canteens, offered him some water, and asked him how he was

doing. | held the canteen and gave him just a sip, because | wasn't sure if he
should have any water. When | took the canteen from his mouth, he looked up
with a grin and said, 'Hell, don't be bashful. | haven't had anything to drink
for a day and a halfl' Everyone standing around knew he was going to be all
right then,” Shermers said .

The three companies advanced into

B&W photo - Two soldiers one feeding ammo and the other firing an M - 60 in heavy
foliage. photo caption - "M- 60 machinegunners and "Charger" riflemen (opposite
page) fire at NVA soldiers beneath triple canopy jungle. Photo credit -

Crawford.
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the base camp, while pushing back two companies of NVA in the open as they
moved. Charlie Co . captured a large, well - supplied NVA hospital, plus an NVA
doctor and two female nurses trying to escape. The doctor, who had received
orders from his high command to leave everything behind and move north,
mentioned he had treated more than 60 wounded NVA during the past week.

Charlie Co . Senior Aidman SP5 Tony LaPalio (Huntington Beach, Calif.)

described what the NVA hospital looked like:

"It was about 50 by 50 feet, with a storage tunnel connected to it. It was
made mostly of bamboo, but had a green canvas over the roof. Inside there was
an operating room and table, a well - stocked pharmacy, and an area for
steril  izing surgical equipment.

"We found more than 30 different kinds of medicines ranging from morphine to
penicillin, four complete sets of surgical equipment, and dozens of medical
texts and journals, some written in Chinese and others in Vietnamese.

"Th e NVA doctor told us he was resupplied every five days. There were many
bloody bandages and pieces of torn clothing laying about, so they must. have
treated a lot of wounded. They had more than 50 bamboo hootches nearby, each
with two beds, and there were about 120 fighting bunkers encircling the
hospital."

Alpha Co . had found a command post and headquarters a few hundred meters west
of the hospital. "The command post hunker was about 50 by 50 feet, and was
completely under - ground," explained CPT Braswell

"We found numerous papers and documents in their high command post, plus a
telephone switchboard and a small motor, which was probably used as a
generator," the A Co. CO continued. "There was commo wire running all over the
mountain, and each of the m ore than 200 bunkers were connected."

By 10 a.m. on Nov. 23, the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. had control of Nui Chom.

The 196th unit had kiled 66 NVA and captured 3 prisoners, 3 .30 cal.

machineguns, 4 Chicom RPD light machineguns, 25 AK - 47s, 2 82mm mortars, 1 0B-40
rockets, and 550 rounds of .50 caliber ammo. Four small ammunition caches were
un- covered, and more than 40 fresh graves were found. The hard fighting had
cost the " Polar Bears " four dead and 33 casualties.

Like an earlier generation of Americal soldiers cannot forget places like
Guadalcanal, this group of proud division infantrymen will long re - member Nui

Chom Mountain.
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KINGS OF THE HILL
By MAJ PAUL B. PARHAM

The steep mountain had become a trap. From the gloom of the
canopied jungle the infantry platoon had carefully moved up the
slope into hot bright day. Now buzzing death cracked overhead as
they hugged the ground. The point man could not raise his head as
North Vietnamese Army machineguns revealed the extent of enemy
entrenchments. Help was needed, and quick!

A short radio message was sent. Miles away, on another mountain
top, soldiers prepared for action.

"Shot, over!" came an answering message, only seconds later. A
few more seconds passed as enemy bullets, probing for them,
smacked one soldier's hasty cover. Then a whistling rush overhead
was followed by black smoke and flying s hrapnel up front.

"Right on. Fire for effect!" said the platoon leader. The
command relayed to distant artillerymen produced a protective
umbrella of steel and smoke, blasting the enemy from his holes.

The Americal Division riflemen
maneuvered freely, t hanks to Division Artillery. The King of
Battle artillery - gladly helped the infantry - the Queen.

The Army's largest division also has the largest division
artillery. For good reason. In southern | Corps, there are no
outside resources. There other divis ions receive support from
higher artillery levels, the Americal stands alone.

Seven battalions ranging from 105mm howitzers to giant 175mm
guns cover Quang Ngai, Quang Tin, and part of Quang Nam provinces
with instantly available

3/ 82n
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suppo rt. This unique organization also includes the 6th Bn.,.56th
Arty, the only Hawk unit assigned to a division. A "Quad Fifty"
(four .50 caliber machineguns mounted coaxially) battery and
searchlight platoon round out the artillery support for Americal
soldi ers.
LZ West is the rugged mountain home of C Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd
Arty . The Vietnamese call it the mountain of the Black Leeches,
for reasons better known to its other tenants, the 4th Bn., 31st
Inf., 196th Inf. Bde. To the
west, higher ranges poke th rough the clouds, marking the area
where the infantry is patrolling. As the sun burns off the haze,
the vastness of the territory is revealed. Green, rice - rich
valleys appear far below. North, east, and south, small
industrious figures bend over their cro ps.
In the hills to the west the enemy hides. LZ West represents
security, not only to the searching Americans but to the people as

well.
Within the high perimeter, C Battery stays alert. This is a
typical artillery outfit.
The most important thing he re is that gun," stated SGT William A

Hahn (Columbus, Ohio) pointing at his spotless 105. His men nodded
in agreement, looking up from their work. "When the infantry
calls, it has got to fire. We break it down every morning just to

keep it clean." Hahn h as seen artillery from both ends. On his

second tour in Vietnam, he served with Co. B, 4/31 . "We share the
responsibility for saving a lot of Gls out there, and all my men

know it."

PFC Paul L. Marshall (San Bernardino, Calif.) ex -

B&W photo - Man carr ying ammo on his shoulder to the howitzer in
the background. "KINGS OF THE HILL" title is superimposed in
white letters in the picture. Photo credit - Eilers

Caption - "For when there's trouble brewin’
They always  call for me
To start the fun with a boomin' gun
From the Mountain Battery."
- Traditional Artillery Song
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plained the setup. "We keep our ammo segregated and eve ry man
knows exactly where it is. You've got to, especially when you fire

at night.” The men have their bunks in a section bunker that

forms part of the parapet around the howitzer. "We have to be

where we can move fast." The ring of sandbags is marked with
aiming stakes, allowing a rapid shift to fire in any direction.

"l guess the big thing we all learn is to act as a team. We all
jump when a fire mission comes in,” commented SP4 John W. Jones
(Petersburg, Va).

Teamwork is vital to artillery. It s tarts when fire is needed
and ends only when the mission is completed. The mutual respect of
infantry and artillery is abundant.

"They pulled us out of some real tight situations,” remarked SGT
Marshall E. Robertson, platoon sergeant of Co. C, 4/31. "Jus
knowing you have the artillery to back you up is good for your
morale. | never want to go outside my atrtillery support.”

To provide this support, artillery batteries in the Americal
area are often split into platoons and moved by air, land, or
water to remote positions. This ability to move on short notice
in small formations has become routine. The battery fire
direction center, converting
enemy positions into firing data for the guns, must often handle
missions for widely separated companies, simult aneously. If
necessary, single tubes can be fired in different directions. The
best pacifier however is the massed fires of many tubes,
delivering destruction without warning.

"The Hoi Chanhs that have rallied to my platoon say that our
artillery is on e of the reasons they quit,” continued Robertson.

"It restricts the enemy's freedom of movement, and definitely
lowers morale. "

Cooperation and teamwork can produce some unusual scenes. A
recent battle saw a three gun platoon fire 1,300 rounds in 18
hours. The basic load went fast, and C
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battery  saw that their ammo would not last. Before Chinooks could

be loaded for resupply, the battalion commander of 4/31 , shuttling
his command and control ship, brought in enough to keep the
ar tillery going. Infantrymen and troopers from H Trp., 17th Cav

pitched in to open boxes and stack projectiles.
As the Chinooks brought in more, the sweating soldiers lugged
the heavy boxes up from the helipad, 50 meters away. The weary
gunners fired in to the night, and were spelled by the battery's
cooks, cross trained as cannoneers - they are as adept at pulling
lanyards as flipping eggs. The embattled infantry praised the
accuracy of shells landing only 50 meters away, and then "walked"
up or downhill as directed.
"When we got hit we had no choice but to call artillery in
close. 1LT Ray, our forward observer, put it right where we needed
it. When we reached our objective, only a few stragglers were
left to fire at us. Artillery did it. Without it we 're lost."
Robertson's words brought grins from the gunners. "We're pretty
glad to have you on our side too," FSG James N. Mortimer (Bend,
Ore.) admitted. "But what about those catcalls and ribbing you
guys usually give us?"

A friendly feud emerged, as the men exchanged comments about
Projo, the battery's "all - kinds" dog that doesnt like the
infantry to come around, or the "plush living on the top of the

hill."
New tactics and techniques are being developed in Vietham, and
the artillery is using th em. But the final test is whether or
not they produce rapid, accurate, and deadly support when needed
by the combat soldier.
"Move, shoot, communicate" is the artilleryman's motto. C Battery,
3/82 Atrtillery from its mountain home, continues this traditio
along with other mountain batteries throughout the Americal AO.
As atrtillery is the King of
Battle, these are the kings of the hill.
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A QUARTERLY RECAP OF MAJOR ACTION

Combat action during the three month period of June, July, and
August was characterized by sporadic company and battalion size
contacts, with major battles erupting in late August.

Americal tr ~ oops killed more than 2,700 enemy soldiers, 1,400 of
whom were NVA; captured 740 weapons, 140 crewserved; and destroyed
or evacuated more than 100 tons of rice.

On the morning of June 11, hard - pressed infantrymen, along with
artillery elements, beat off a strong enemy assault on LZ East, 11
miles west of Tam Ky.

Men of the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf., and the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty.
aided by gunships and Air Force "Spooky" and "Shadow" aircraft,
stopped a company - size force that attacked the lan ding zone behind
a heavy RPG barrage, killing 27 of the enemy.

[Historian Note: Eight men from 3/82nd Artillery were killed by

the sapper attack on LZ East on 11JUN1969. CMOH recipient James
McCloughan was on LZ East during this attack. He felt it was a

intense as the battle for which he received his CMOH award during

a 13-15May 1969 Dbattle at Nui Lon ]



Americal Division Magazine - January, 1970
AMERICAL

Page2 AMERICAL LOG (AMERICAL LOG IS IN RED BOX
GRAPHIC)
A QUARTERLY RECAP OF MAJOR ACTION

By SP4 HARRY BAUMANN

SEPTEMBER
Fighting tapered off in southern | Corps during the waning
days of August. The beginning of September found the bulk of
battle switching from Hiep Duc Valley to the "Rice Bowl," six
miles south of Duc Pho.
The 1st Sgdn., 1st Cav. moved its base of operation from Hawk
Hill to Duc Pho in time to help thwart a possible enemy
offensive in the southern reaches of the Americal Division.
Elements of Aand D Trp., 1 - 1 Cav . along with CCo.,4 -3Inf
tangled on and off with soldiers from the 3rd NVA Division's 2nd
Regt. During the first days of September, combined Americal
forces accounted for 52 enemy killed and 16 weapons captured,
three of which were crew=served.
Towards the middle of the month, elements of the 4-31stInf .,
196th Inf. Bde. were once again in heavy contact, this time at
LZ Siberia. NVA sappers, armed with flamethrowers and moving

under cover of intensive RPG, recoilless and B - 40 rocket fire,
atte mpted to penetrate the firebase perimeter. The intruders
were repelled in a vicious fight put up by C Btry., 3rd Bn.,

82nd Arty . and B Co., 4 -31.
The results of the heavy fighting showed 31 enemy soldiers
killed, one captured, 11 AK - 47 rifles, one AK - 50 automatic, two
rocket launchers, and one flamethrower captured.
Sporadic fighting prevailed for the remaining days of
September, show - a total of 344 NVA and 170 Viet Cong killed by
Americal soldiers.
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Centerfold graphic text -

For the first two days field troops of the Americal's 196th
Inf. Bde. stood alone against two powerful North Viethamese
regiments. The troops were committed to defend the Viethamese
refugees at all costs. This is the story of the twelve
battle fought by elements of the 196th Inf. Bde.....

IN DEFENSE OF HIEP DUC

Americal

- day
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August can be a searing hell for the infantrymen operating in the Que Son

Val ley. Located in Vietnam's Central Highlands some thirty miles south of

DaNang, the valley floor is encircled by numerous peaks which all but cut off

any circulation of the muggy, semi - tropical air. Triple canopy jungle gives
way to wide expanses of lush rice paddies which allude to the region's
agricultural potential. Narrow woodlines border many of the paddies, and

small, green knolls dot the region. Summer temperatures often soar above 105

degrees atop surrounding mountain peaks. In the broad valley below, the
temperatures average 20 degrees more, and any hint of a breeze all but
disappears.

Nui Liet Kien looms high above the Que Son Valley. Its steep slopes seem

to preclude any notion of climbing to the top. Known to troops of the 196th

Inf. Bde . as Hill 445, or LZ West, the summit is called the "Mountain of the

Black Leeches" by the local Vietnamese populace. The steep slopes are far

from being insurmountable, however. Daily patrols from 4 - 31 venture down to
the valley. The infantry dread the eventual "hump" back up, but there is

little choice.
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For the North Vietnamese Army (NVA) soldiers operating in the area, there
is an alternative; but they too make periodic jaunts to the summit. Their
mission is one of death and destruction as they come with wicker baskets full

of explosive charges and Chicom grenades tied to their charcoal - blackened
bodies. AK - 47 assault rifles and rocket launchers round out their lethal
arsenal.

For the men of D Co., 4 - 31, the afternoon of August 17 was enough to give

the average infantryman a good "case.?" It was hot and there wasn't enough
water. There is never enough water for an infantry trooper in August!
Jungle fatigues were drenched with perspiration, and arms and h ands cut by
the razor - sharp elephant grass smarted under the slaty paste of grime and
seat.
D Co. moved spiritlessly from LZ West through the triple layer of jungle
growth. The company had recently lost their popular CO, CPT Norman Mekkelson
(Miami Sho res, Fla.), in an encounter with the NVA in a nearby "Happy"
Valley. The soft - spoken West Point graduate had suffered a knee wound and
was now recovering in a hospital in Japan. If you asked a rifleman or
grenadier in D Co. how he felt about CPT Mekkelso n, he would probably answer,
"He was a squared - away guy," or "he was definitely an uptight CO."
A company commander wasn't all the company had given up in "Happy" Valley.
D Co. had lost its first man in combat in over nine months. It was with

justifie d apprehension that D Co. moved through the thick foliage south of LZ
West. That fire - support base had been hit by a pre - dawn NVA sapper attack
only a few days before. Fifty - nine enemy were killed, and a sizable NVA
force was thought to be lingering in t he area.
As the unmerciful sun dropped behind the mountains to the west, D Co.

looked forward to "setting up” for the night. Maybe there would even be a

small "blueline" where an exhausted infantry soldier could relieve his

parched throat. Suddenly, t he stillness of the jungle was shattered by the
cacophony of small arms fire. The firing died away as quickly as it had

begun.

The point element spotted NVA soldiers. Shots rang out. The small group
of enemy scattered quickly leaving one dead. A cou ple of men moved up
cautiously to search the area. As they did, the woodline ahead erupted with
.30 caliber, AK - 47 and .51 caliber fire. Automatic weapons fire rained in on
D Co. Troops clawed the ground trying to become invisible in the face of the
bar rage.

The company did not yet realize it, but they had aroused a battalion of
the 3rd Regt., 2nd NVA Div . The remainder of the regiment was stretched
throughout the valley to the south. For the next few days, D Co., aswellas
other 196th Inf. Bde. un its, would be fighting for their lives in a battle
which would make headlines around the world.
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Several miles north of C Co.'s  besieged position , B Co.,4 -31 moved
through the dawn mist toward the base of Hill 381, the reported location of a
large enemy rice cache. As the company neared the suspected location, they
dropped their "heavies (rucksacks) and left a reinforce platoon to secure the
equipment as well as the LZ which would be needed for the resupply chopper

later in the day. The rema inder of the company moved out toward the
objective.

Seven men were securing the LZ, which was off to one side - away from the
equipment. SP4 Henry Tafoya (Del Norte, Colo.) was one of these seven men.
Tafoya described what took place in the few minutes a fter the company had
moved out.

"We made hooches out of bamboo poles and ponchos. We had to something to
get out of the sun. It was unbearable! Suddenly, | noticed that what | had
thought were five small trees growing outside the perimeter were movin g
towards us!"
Tafoya was hit with the shocking realization that enemy soldiers, expertly
camouflaged, were moving into position just outside of their defensive
perimeter. It was at that instant that Chicom grenades and RPGs "rained in"
on the seven in fantrymen. "One RPG roared at me," reported Tafoya. "It hit
my poncho, and set it on fire -- then it kept going and exploded nearby!"
"We heard the explosions from the LZ," said SP4 Rickie Jay (Athens, Tex.),
who was with the men guarding the equipment. "Just about the same time, we
started taking incoming mortar rounds."
The call crackled over the "squawkbox™ on CPT William Gayler's PRC -25
radio: "They're getting hit back at the LZ!" CPT Gayler, a native of
Mineral Wells, Texas, turned his men aro und and hastened to aid the stricken
platoon.
It took some time for the significance of the contacts with the enemy
experienced by B and D Companies to become apparent. D Co. was battling the
3rd NVA Regt. to the south of LZ West. The enemy regiment w as actually
spread out a great deal to the south from the point of initial contact. NVA
bunker complexes were found as far south as Nui Lon and Hill 102 in an area
which was being patrolled by the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf
B Co. had encountered the 1st Main F orce Regt. northeast of Hill 118 which
is located northwest of LZ West. Situated near Hill 118 is the refugee
settlement of Hiep Duc. Here, over 4,000 Viethamese civilians make their
homes under the watchful eyes of 4- 31 soldiers.
The NVA had been boa sting openly that they would "wipe out" Hiep Duc by
early September. Communist propaganda agents armed with portable
loudspeakers made numerous appearances in Hiep Duc during the summer months.
They informed the people that the Government of Vietnam and the United States
troops would not be able to provide adequate protection in the event of an
attack. As September approached, over 4,000 NVA troops massed in the area to
make good their
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threats.

The 3rd NVA Regt. was positioned to strike two 196th Bde. bases: LZs
Center and West. Both of these installations would provide artillery support
in the event of an attack on Hiep Duc. Secondary missions of the 1st Main
Force Regt. would attack LZ Siberia which could render direct fire su pport to
nearby Hiep Duc refugee center. Another mission was to block any
reinforcements that might attempt to reach Hiep Duc by way of Hwy. 534 which
links the refugee center with LZ Ross.

"We definitely disrupted the NVA plan to attack Hiep Duc and t he
surrounding firebases," said LTC Cecil M. Henry (Rome, Ga.), the CO of 4 - 31.
"The first two days were the worst because we were one battalion against two
NVA regiments!"

By the third day, companies form the three other infantry battalions in

the 196 th Bde: 3rd Bn., 21st Inf; 2nd Bn., 1st Inf; 1st Bn., 46th Inf . had
been airlifted to Hiep Duc Valley to bolster American manpower. These
reinforcements circulated from one end of the Hiep Duc - Que Son contact area

to the other.
B Co.,4 -31remained pin ned down in the vicinity of Hill 118. Enemy

mortars and small arms fire immobilized the infantrymen. A platoon from C
Co.,4 -31 underthe command of 1LT James Simms (Clarendon Hills, Ill.) was

dispatched to aid B Co. "Blue Ghost" gunships of F Trp., 8th Cav., helped to
prevent the NVA from over - running the company's position.

As darkness fell, 1LT Simms was maneuvering his platoon to assist B Co.
"Shell casings from the gunships overhead streamed down on us,"” said the
lieutenant. As the element adva nced toward an enemy position which had been
hard hit by airstrikes and gunships, they moved up what they thought to be a
dew- soaked slope. The gunships made another pass, and we had to hit the
dirt," explained 1LT Simms. "It was then that we found out t he ground was
soaked with blood - not dew!"
B Co. attempted to pull back to reach their night defensive position, but
they were being pounded by enemy mortars. PFC Marion Feaster (Deland, Fla.)
took cover instinctively in the tall grass of a nearby strea m bed. Exhausted
from hours of continuous fighting, Feaster dozed momentarily.
Suddenly, he was conscious of an NVA soldier crouching in the tall grass
near him. The mortar fire subsided, and the company began to move out.
Feaster lay motionless expe cting the NVA soldier to fire at the withdrawing
troops. Feaster was powerless to intervene because he had dropped his rifle
off to the side in his haste to take cover. The NVA soldier brandished an
AK- 47 rifle, but he made no attempt to fire on Feaster' s comrades. He
remained motionless until the Americans had gone, and then moved away into
the night.
Feaster was alone in enemy territory armed only with two hand grenades he
carried on his belt. Someone had found his M - 16 and carried it off, thinking
it belonged to a wounded man. Feaster made his way
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along the stream bed in order to remain hidden. Several times he heard NVA
soldiers talking on the banks above him. Where the water was deep, Feaster
swam beneath the surface to avoid detecti on.
Finally, he was forced to abandon the stream in order to rejoin his
company whose position he suspected to be in another direction. He made his
way cautiously down a narrow path. Suddenly, the stillness was pierced by
the cracking of AK - 47 fire.
Feater had walked through the middle of an NVA ambush! Thinking that he
was a pointman for an American element, the NVA had let Feaster go through in
the hope of catching a large force. Realizing their mistake, the NVA opened
fire, but Feaster sped awa y into the night.
Dawn saw Feaster entering the B Co . defensive position amid the crackle of
enemy sniper fire. The startled Americans "thought sure the NVA were
attacking" when they heard the NVA firing at Feaster.

The NVA were fighting more aggres sively and were much better supplied than
they had been in recent months. In most cases, the enemy was well - entrenched
in bunkers and camouflaged fighting positions. "The NVA seemed to have
little interest in conserving ammunition,” commented one company commander.

Intelligence reported that there was a sizeable NVA force massed in the
general vicinity of LZ West.

On the morning of August 19, a UH - 1D "Huey" helicopter was shot down over
Hill 102 inside NVA - occupied territory, by enemy anti - aircraft fi re. Aboard
were eight men - among them LTC Eli Howard (Woodbridge, Va.), commanding
officer of the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf . Also aboard was Oliver "Ollie" Noonan
(Norwell, Mass.), an Associated Press photographer. All eight men died when
the torn chopper explo ded in flames as it fell.

The push to recover the bodies of the victims of the "Huey" tragedy
sparked one of the bitterest engagements of the turgid confrontation. For
almost a week

B&W photo - Gun crew working with a large 155mm or 8" howitzer.
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the men of LTC Howard's 3rd Bn., 21st Inf . strove against unrelenting NVA
fire to reach the crash site on Hill 102.

"It was hell out there," remarked PFC Barry Daniels (McCordsville, Ind.),
a rifleman with CCo.,3 -21. "The NVA were al | over the place with weapons
and packs. We couldn't move 100 meters without being attacked." So it went
for one long week, the men of 3- 21 pushed and pushed.

On Sunday, August 24, men of B Co., 3 - 21 who were accompanied by their new

battalion comman  der LTC Robert C. Bacon (Falls Church, Va.) fought their way
back into the tangled crash site. Hill 102 was won.
Earlier in the week, the decision was made to divide the operational
control of the 196th Inf. Bde. troops between LZ West ( 4-31) for the n
sector and LZ Center ( 3- 21) for the southern sector.
Task Force  4- 31 battled the 1st Main Force Regt. near Hill 118 while Task
Force 3-21 closed in on the enemy massed south of LZ West. In addition,
elements of the 7th Regt., 1st Marine Div. we re air - lifted to the vicinity of
LZ West and began to drive toward the enemy from the east.
South of LZ West, A Co., 4 -31, commanded by CPT James Mantell (Columbus,
Ga.), had relieved battered D Co. Joined by supporting troops from Task
Force 3 -21, AC 0. moved stubbornly forward, knocking out the enemy positions
which had taken their toll on D Co. As the fighting progressed, Task Force
3- 21 ferreted out the enemy bunkers and destroyed them, forcing the enemy to
withdraw to the mountains in the west.
The infantry units received immense fire support from batteries of the 3rd
Bn., 82nd Arty., situated on LZ's Center, West, Siberia, and Baldy.
Throughout the action, infantry units came to depend heavily on concentrated

orthern

artillery support which proved so accurate in helping to stop the on - rushing

enemy.
"We tried to get out the first round as quickly as possible," said PFC Jim
Weisbecker (Ventnor, N.J.), section chief at B Btry., LZ Center. "When you
know that one of your buddies is out there fighting for you and your first
round may save his life, you don't waste any time."
Thousands of artillery rounds pounded the NVA bunker complexes during
those last days of August. Scores of tactical airstrikes echoed through the
Hiep Duc and Que Son Valleys. Countless times, 196th Bde. infantrymen pushed
forward against pockets of fierce enemy resistance. The Marine advance from
the east placed an increased strain on the NVA forces. Slowly, the enemy
began to withdraw to the north toward the rugged Nui Chom ridgeline. The
American units pursued determinedly. By August 29, the major sources of
enemy resistance in the Hiep Duc vicinity had been irreparably crushed.
Hiep Duc had been spared! No casualties or significant damage had been
reported from the re fugee center. The 196th Inf. Bde. had preserved Hiep Duc
and cost the enemy over 1,000 dead.
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I n February, the first Americal unit went north for Ope ration LAMSON 719.
Occupying LZ's (Landing Zone's) Shepard and Vandegriff, 1st Battalion, 82nd
Artillery, fired better than 600 rounds per day in the two months it was
stationed near the DMZ (Demilitarized Zone).

Shortly afterward, elements of the 6th B attalion, 11th Artillery and 3rd
Battalion, 82nd Artillery boarded LST (Landing Ship, Tank) 176 and moved off
the Chu Lai sand ramp to give more support up north.

The weather began to break at Tien Phuoc in March and Artillery's giants,
the eight -inch h owitzer and 175mm gun, self propelled, moved out for an
"Artillery Raid". Moving down 10 miles of poor road, the 29 - ton tracks set
up at Fire Support Base Pleasantville and fired on Viet Cong fortifications
that had been built during the rainy season.

Lieutenant Demsey Gottschalk, XO of B Battery, supervised the move and had
the big guns poised to fire within 20 minutes of arrival at Pleasantville.

Back in the world, spring means change. It meant the same thing in
Divarty (Division Artillery) as the guns moved from the north. Bases were
closed out and new ones were set up overnight in the new area of operations
of the 196th Infantry Brigade.

At a small ceremony at Bayonet West, 1st Battalion, 14th Artillery shot out
their one millionth 105mm r ound since arriving in - country --- an average of 50
per hour. Civic Actions at 1/14 centered around providing playground

equipment for school children. Ki Chan and Ky Khoung schools were the first
to benefit from this project.
By this time Divarty Aviat ion had won its ninth safety award since Captain
Bob Tetu took over the section. Tetu, a direct descendent of Pierre Tetu
(the first pilot to be shot down by the Red Baron in WWI) successfully shed
the curse of his ancestors.

Two color photos. Photo 1: Rows of artillery warheads.
Photo credit by Grambergu. Photo 2: Viethamese Children sliding
down a slippery - slide.

Photo credit: Vigeant.
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Army Reporter article.

03Sep66 - 196th Lt. Inf. Bde Joins 25th Inf. Div.

VUNG TAU, (25th INF -10) - The 196th Light Infantry Brigade (Separate) from
Fort Devens, Massachusetts, ar rived here, last week, aboard the troop transport
General Patch.

The new brigade, the first light infantry brigade in U.S. military history,
has been attached to the 25th Infantry Division and was deployed to Tay Ninh
under the command of Brig. Gen. Edw ard H. de Saussure Jr., formerly assistant
division commander of the 25th.

With the attachment of the 196th, the 25th Infantry Division becomes the
largest U.S. combat force in Vietnam. The Division's 1st and 2nd Brigades are
located at Cu Chi, along with the 25th Division Artillery Support Command and
Division Headquarters. The 3rd Brigade Task Force of the 25th Division is
located at Pleiku in the central highlands.

Activated at Fort Devens on September 15, 1965, the 196th Brigade underwent
eight  strenuous months of individual and unit training. Approximately 50 per
cent of the brigade were inexperienced soldiers when they began training. The
brigade trained their men as a unit all the way from basic combat training to
advanced individual traini ng through large unit tactical operations training.
Colonel Francis S. Conaty Jr., deputy commander, took the brigade through the
rigorous training program.

During the latter stages of the training program, heavy emphasis was put on
counter - guerrilla, ¢ ounter -insurgency training. To authenticate the training,
the brigade secured the services of a Special Forces A team of Vietnam
veterans. The green berets organized and trained teams to act as the Viet Cong

during brigade - size tactical training exercise S.

Major units of the new brigade are the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry; 3rd
Battalion, 21st Infantry; 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry and the 82nd Atrtillery
Battalion.

The 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry "Polar Bears" was organized in the
Philippines in 191 6 and served in Siberia during the Russian Revolution in
1917. The "Polar Bears," whose motto is "Pro Patrai” - For Country - also
served with distinction in Korea at Heartbreak Ridge and Porkchop Hill.

The 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry "Gimlets" was bo rn by proclamation of

President Lincoln in 1862 and earned 11 battle streamers at such places as
Fredericksburg and Chancellorville. As a member of the Hawaiian Division
during World War II, the "Gimlets," whose motto is "Duty," served in New Guinea
andt he Phillippines.

The 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry "Guardians of the Frontier" is the second
oldest regiment in the regular Army having been organized in 1791. The
"Guardians," whose motto is Emper Primus” - Always First - have served in every
major conf lict except World War | since the War of 1812. The unit served in
both theaters during World War II.

The 82nd Atrtillery Battalion, organized since World War |, has seen action
in every major conflict since that time, gaining special distinction during
World War il and the Korean War.

Photo Caption - 196TH LT. INF. ARRIVES - Colonel Francis S. Conaty Jr. leads
the members of the staff of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade ashore as the unit
lands at Vung Tau. The 3800 - man brigade arrived aboard the "Gen eral Patch"

from Boston, Mass.

(Photo by Sp5 Cal Puckett, USARV -10)



17Dec66 - ARC Girls Visit 196th
TAY NINH, (196th INF 10)
Two Red Cross girls from the 25th Infantry Division brought
sparkle back into the battle -wary eyes of the men of the 3rd
Battalion, 82d Artillery, 196th Light Infantry Brigade.
Misses Gloria Kral and Kaki Lundy visited the artillerymen
stationed here and provided an afternoon of sports questions and
games.
The girls set up a "Battle" between two gro ups of soldiers. It
was a battle of wits, to see which group could answer the most
sports questions.
Miss Kral, 25, hails from Cleveland, Ohio, and works as a
program director. Miss Lundy, 22 of Davenport, lowa, who has been
in Vietnam only a month, i S a recreational aide.
The girls presented a talk and showed pictures on the Olympic
Games. A discus throw and a basketball game followed the
guestions and games.

28Jan67 - Photo Caption -ATTLEBORO ACEThis 105mm howitzer of the
196th Light Infantry B rigade's 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery gets
a going over by its crew members. It was named after the battle

because of its outstanding performance in the battle. (Photo by

Lt. Ambrosio Sarmiento, 196th INF -10)



08Apr67 - VC Keep 196th's Artillery Busy

TAY NINH, (196th INF -10) -  Two batteries of the 196th Light
Infantry Brigade used their big guns to spoil a would - be Viet Cong
attack on their position recently in Operation Junction City.

The artillerymen from the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery were

al erted to the enemy's plans by an ambush patrol from the
brigade's 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, which had spotted the enemy
1000 meters from the artillery's base camp. The artillery's
prompt counter - action stopped what could have been its second
mortar att  ack in less than a week.
Meanwhile to the north, Batteries A and C blasted remnants of a
VC squad which had been ambushed by a patrol from the 196th's 4th
Battalion, 31st Infantry.
One dead VC was found. He was wearing full field gear, carried
140 r ounds of ammunition and a well - oiled rifle, which indicated
he was a member of hard - core professional unit.
Taken from his body was a document believed to be a sketch of a
nearby Viet Cong training center or base camp. Atrtillery units
subsequently fire d on the suspected enemy camp.



15Apr67 - 82nd Arty's Fire Direction Center Relies On Teamwork And
Skill
TAY NINH, (196th INF -10) "Enemy platoon in woodline . . . Fire

for affect. [sic]"

To the men of the Fire Direction Center (FDC), 3rd Battalion, 82n
Atrtillery , 196th Light Infantry Brigade, these words crackling over the radio
mean only two things; fast work and intense concentration.

To handle fire mission against the Viet Cong during the day and control
Harassment and Interdiction fires at night , the battalion FDC has two teams of
nine men each. Included on each shift is a fire direction officer, a team
chief, two computers, two chart and two radio - telephone operators and a
switchboard operator.

To process the numerous fire mission s againstt he enemy, teamwork and skill
are the first essentials. Next is speed.

The speed with which a fire mission is processed could often mean the lives
of the forward observer (FO) requesting the mission and the infantrymen with
whom he is operating.

But at no time can speed mean recklessness. Before a single round leaves
the tube of one of the battalion's 105mm howitzers, the men of the FDC will
have plotted the location of all friendly units in the area and will have made
sure the forward observer is ex actly where he thinks he is. A mistake by the
forward observer in the report of his position could mean calling down an
artillery barrage on himself.

To safeguard against this, the FDC has perfected a method called a

navigational round, which can be r equested by the FO to pinpoint his location.

Traveling through thick jungles and rugged terrain with no distinguishable
landmarks, the FO can lose himself easily. To find himself on the map again,
he merely picks a landmark he believes to be nearby, bu t which he cannot see,
and requests a navigational round fired at that location.

The round emits a puff of white smoke, allowing the FO to take an azimuth to
the air burst and re - orient himself.

When the FO calls in a fire mission, the FDC must be ab le to quickly and
accurately take the information from him, convert it into degrees of elevation
and deflection for sighting the howitzers and pass the sight settings on to the
gun crews. An error in calculation of only ten mils, which is about two - thirds
of one degree, can result in disaster in the close - quarter fire fights common
in Vietnam.

The computer and chart operators know that one clip of the slide rule, or a
plot in the wrong place on the map, may mean firing hundreds of meters from the
desire d location.

Functioning together, these men are one of the reasons the VC greatly fear
the word atrtillery.

d



01Jul67 - Surgeon Instructs Viet Girl
CHU LAIl, (196th INFO -10) - Captain Marvin Il, Stein, the
battalion surgeon for the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Art illery , 196th
Light Infantry Brigade, has begun a medical training program for a
midwife in Tri Binh village, Quang Ngai Province.
Stein discovered the village girl, Nguyen Chi, while conducting
a MEDCAP there. Nguyen Chi had delivered many babies, but she
responded eagerly to the advice and instructions offered to here
by the "bac - si" and his assistants, Sp4 Rodney Armentrout and PFC
Dennis McCann.
Nguyen Chi was presented with a midwife kit and other supplies
to aid her in treating the people of th e village. She has learned
the latest techniques to treat the various infections and ailments
common to the Vietnamese.



140ct67 - VC Tries To Halt Medcap
CHU LA, (196th INF -10)

MEDCAP missions are becoming so successful in winning the
hearts and min  ds of the Viethamese people here that the Viet Cong
have begun staging repeated attempts to halt them.

The most recent attempt would have been successful if the

MEDCAP team from the 2nd<-sic 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery , 196th
Light Infantry Brigade ha d not been late.

Captain Marvin H. Stein, battalion surgeon, said his team left
for the mission alter than usual because of a larger - than - average

sick call that day.

As it turned out, this delay saved the MEDCAP team from death
or injury.

Enroute to the village of Tri Binh I, the team had to travel a
narrow dirt road which is the only access to the village. As the
team neared Tri Binh, they met a Popular Forces patrol and a
patrol from the brigade's 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry.

"The Popular Fo  rces patrol was going down the road about the
time we should have been arriving,” Stein explained. "As the
patrol crossed a junction in the road, a VC set off a command
detonated mine which was intended for us."

No one was hurt.

"When we got there a few minutes later we saw the hole which
had been created by the mine, a 155mm or larger artillery round,"
said Stein.



140ct67 - Forward Observers Are Eyes Of Artillery

CHU LAI, (196th INF -10) - Few people realize that artillery
pieces have eyes. The "e yes of the artillery" are the forward
observers (FOs).

One such pair of eyes is 1st Lt. Richard W. Fox of Battery
3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery , 196th Light Infantry Brigade. Fox

is the FO for Company A, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry.

Fox has been  with Co. A for the past four months. During that
time he has earned the undying respect of the infantrymen.

Three months ago the platoon he was with got into a fight.
After eight hours of battle, the platoon's supply of ammunition
was almost exhausted . Fox quickly called for an artillery smoke
screen and placed high explosive shells behind the curtain with
deadly accuracy. As a result, the platoon was able to withdraw
with no casualties.

The big guns of Btry. A are only as good as the FOs who gui
them. Fox's accuracy has long since become a matter of fact with
the men of Co. A. He frequently has to call in defensive
concentrations which must be close to the perimeter to be
effective.

Fox brings the deadly missiles in as close as possible e
time. A popular saying in the company goes, "When the shells cut
down the trees behind you, that's close." Fox regularly cuts down
the trees without cutting up any of his men.

He once "walked " a platoon 2500 yards up a valley in Charlie's
backyar d, laying periodic artillery barrages to the front, rear,
and flanks. Aided by Fox's "walking wall of steel,” the platoon
safely reached its objective.

A,
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very



03Aug68 - Vietham Communique

Americal Division

Americal Division soldiers killed 124 enemy in a we ek of heavy
fighting in scattered actions throughout their area of operation.

Fighting increased in the 198th Light Infantry Brigade's area
of operations as the infantrymen killed seven enemy. An action
fought by elements of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Inf antry and H
Troop, 17th Cavalry six miles northeast of Quang Ngai resulted in
seven enemy killed. Four of the kills were credited to the
cavalrymen, who also captured several weapons and a quantity of
ammunition.  Airstrikes called in by a forward air con troller
working in the area killed two enemy and the infantrymen accounted
for one enemy killed.

Soldiers of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade continued to
encounter heavy fighting as they killed 14 enemy in scattered
skirmishes. Riflemen of the 3rd Bat talion, 21st Infantry killed
six Viet Cong soldiers in five separate engagements while
conducting reconnaissance missions 11 miles west of Tam Ky.
Artillerymen from the 3rd Battalion, 18th Artillery fired on a
group of VC seen moving through an open area west of Landing Zone
West. Four NVA were Killed in the action. A battery from the 3rd
Battalion, 82nd Atrtillery killed one VC west of the landing zone.
Three more enemy were Killed in widely scattered skirmishes
throughout the brigade's operational area



12May69- Artillery pounds VC in weeks of conflict
LZ BALDY - with the aid of damaging artillery and thundering air strikes, a
battalion of the 196th Inf. Bde., Americal Division killed 234 enemy and

captured 39 weapons in 21 days of heavy action in the rugged mountains
surrounding the besieged Tien Phuoc CIDG camp.

Repeatedly assaulting well - fortified NVA positions in the wake of intensive
weapons fire, all four rifle companies of the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf ., Cleared out a
large enemy stronghold area, 10 t 0 14 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

The infantry battalion was supported by quick - reacting artillery units from
the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty ., of the 196th Brigade and 1st Bn., 14th Atrtillery,
working for the 198th Brigade.

Battery B of the battalion was locat ed atop LZ East directly north of the
Tien Phuoc controlled fire zone and battery D positioned on LZ Young to the
northeast.

Battery C of the 1st Bn., 14th Artillery completed the semicircle of
artillery protection from LZ Professional, far to the south east.

Artillery units accounted for (Continued on Page 5)



Americal  (Continued from Page 1) 96 enemy killed.
During the opening week of the enemy post - Tet offensive, NVA units overran
and controlled a Popular Forces outpost and an outlying infested NVA terrain.
"Our part in the operation consisted of two phases,” said Maj. Robert
Douglas, the battalion operations officer, "The first part lasted one week
when the  3rd Bn., 21st Inf . made several contacts with elements of the 7th and
8th Battalion f rom the 31st NVA Regiment which were operating in platoon and
company size elements.
"Phase two was characterized by scattered resistance as small groups of NVA
tried to escape the area.”
The first day of the operation, two companies came into heavy contact, Co.
D, set up a day patrol base on a small hill 6,000 yards directly northeast of
the CIDG camp airstrip.
Suddenly, the unit began receiving mortar rounds from the different
directions.  Along with exploding incoming rounds, Co. D's positon wa s
peppered by a substantial amount of sniper fire from a thickly vegetated knoll
to their front.
Artillery and air strikes pounded away relentlessly and began to soften up
the enemy positions.

Two hours later in the late afternoon, the artillery and air strikes ceased.
The infantry unit began receiving deafening M79 and automatic weapons fire
again.

More than 3,000 yards to the southwest of Co. D's location, Co. B
encountered heavy contact with a large unknown size NVA unit that had lasted
five da ys.

Co. A began an eight day sweep into the area where Co. B had just departed.
They encountered occasional pockets of resistance on the patrol.

On the seventh day of Co. A's sweep, numerous blood trails were found

leading off into dense undergrowt h. Scuff marks on the ground indicated bodies
had probably been dragged away.

"We were in an unpopulated lowland area," said Capt. Thomas Ruffing, Co. A
commander" and in a two - day period we found 40 graves containing 152 enemy
bodies."

The dead ene my soldiers had been killed by atrtillery, air strikes and small
arms fire during the first seven days of fighting.
Co. A killed six NVA, captured 16 packs containing weapons and found seven

AK- 47 rifles, one carbine, one shotgun, one M - 16 rifle, eight 6 Omm mortar
rounds with charges and hundreds of small arms rounds.

All four of the battalion's companies found large bunker complexes. Co. B
assaulted and destroyed 15 bunker positions on a patrol up hill 269.

When they received heavy small arms fire from a large NVA force, Co. B

pulled back and called for artillery, mortars and air strikes.
After the smoke cleared from the air strikes, the last of the enemy
resistance was knocked out by small arms. A total of 14 NVA were killed, A
further search of the area uncovered two M -79's, two AK  -47's, two AK - 44's, one
SKS assault rifle and a large number of RPG rounds and small arms ammo.
Well dug in positions were designed to hold off an attacking force from any
direction. Some of the enemy bunkers we re reinforced with concrete.



30 June 1969 Pop guitarist -writer has new message

LZ BALDY - Pfc. Mike Weaver, an Americal Division artilleryman, has been involved with
communicating most of his life, either delivering inspiring sounds as lead guitarist wi th the
popular Buffalo Springfield band or running a message center for the Army.

Weaver joined his first rock and roll band while still in high school.

"We started our five -piece band in 1961- then known as the Rugbees," said Weaver.
"It was just about the same time when the Beatles were really the in group."

The band started playing at high school dances and then advanced to hotels and
clubs. Later the band changed its name to Buffalo Springfield, performed at the Monterey Pop
Festival in Tennessee ad made television appearances on American Bandstand and
Hullabaloo.

In addition to being lead guitarist, Weaver is also a lyricist who is co -writer of the
song "Rock and Roll Woman," a number which shot Buffalo Springfield to success.

Presently Weaver islocated at this LZ, home of the 196th Inf. Bde.

He works in the headquarters battery message center of the3rd Bn., 82nd Arty ., and
does everything from driving a truck to distributing newspapers and running a mimeograph
machine.

"It sure is a far cry from those band days," remarked Weaver, "but in my spare time |
strum on my guitar and reflect upon those good ol' musical years."



7 July 1969 "Ready, aim, fire....duck"

LZ CENTER - The VC fired five mortar rounds at an Americal Division base on a
distant mountain top, and seconds after the explosions their own valley position was
blasted with thousands of searing fragments of shrapnel.

The enemy probably never knew what hit them, but if there were any survivors
they'll be talking about a super -quick reacting artillery battery for years to come.

At any rate they would have to be wondering what it takes to carry out a successful
mortar mission on a 196th Inf. Bde. fire support base like LZ Center.

Actually Battery B of 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty ., had a practice alert turn into the real
thing. The artillery unit was performing one of their usual test fire missions to check the
accuracy of their howitzers.

During the test, Capt. Richard Madsen, the artillery commander, called for a practice
alert. All the gunners scrambled for their flak jackets, protective masks, and steel pots and
prepared themselves at their positions.

No sooner had the men manned their guns when the enemy mortar rounds hit
inside the perimeter. In a matter of seconds, the first of a salvo ofartillery rounds was on its
way to the enemy position.

"We could see the fire from the tubes deep in the valley," explained Madsen.

The enemy rounds landed near the mess hall but no damage or casualties were
reported.

The batteryds 10theenengytulees.l s sil enced



4 August 1969 Vietham communique - July 14-20

Americal Div - Americal Division soldiers killed 38 Communist troops and found the
bodies of 12 more July 15. Three platoons fromCo. D., 3rd Bn., 1st Inf. engaged an
undetermined number of NVA soldiers four miles southwest of Duc Pho in one of the
largest actions of the day. Six NVA soldiers were killed in the action.

The division's LZ Bronco, headquarters for the 11th Inf. Bde. was the target of an
abortive VC sapper attack July 16. The @emy soldiers moved close to the LZ about 2:30
a.m. under the cover of RPG fire. Tanks and 4.2mm mortar fire, plus small arms fire by
the Americans turned back the Communists. The bodies of six enemy soldiers were
counted on a sweep of the perimeter at dawn. Also found were two AK57 rifles, two
AK5O0 rifles, and fifty Chinese Communist grenades.

The next night the VC again tried to attack LZ Bronco. Again the Americans
turned them back, this time killing one VC. In other Americal action July 17, two NVA
and 22 VC soldiers were killed. The guns of the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty. , and Btry. C, 3rd
Bn., 16th Arty ., firing at targets 22 miles northwest of Tam Ky in support of Republic of
Vietnam Popular Forces, killed 11 of the VC soldiers.

101st Abn Div

Two squads from the 2nd Bn., 327th Abn ., Inf., 101st Airborne Division killed eight
VC soldiers July 18 in an ambush 20 miles southeast of Hue. Soldiers from the same
battalion killed seven Communists the day before, after enemy soldiers stabbed to
death a 68year old woman who refused to give them food and money.

Elsewhere, two VC sappers were killed trying to slip through the perimeter wire at
the division's Camp Evans, 15 miles northwest of Hue. Also on July 18, Screaming
Eagles under the operational control of the Americal Division found the bodies of 15
NVA who died about 10 days earlier in a NVA base camp fight. The bodies were found
about 14 miles south of Tam Ky.




29Sep69Photo Caption - OBSERVING THE FALL of artillery rounds, Pfc. Steven R. Kelley
directs artillerymen firing 205mm howitzers from a forward fire base 10 miles west of Tam Ky.
The soldier is with the Americal Division's Btry. B, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty .

13 October 1969 US forces cripple dawn sapper raid

LZ SIBERIA - The home of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. 24 miles west of Tam Ky, weathered an
early morning attack by an entire NVA sapper battalion. Thirty -one enemy soldiers
were killed and one captured as the main enemy force reeled back from a blizzard of
Americal Division counterfire.

The enemy carried 20 individual weapons, two RPG launchers, numerous
grenades, satchel charges and RPG's. One sapper packed a Russianade flame thrower
through the perimeter wire.

The captured sapper revealed that more than 200 NVA regulars from the T12
Sappe Battalion staged the abortive assault.

"l believe this might have evolved into more than a single sapper attack," said
Lt. Col. Cecil M. Henry, commander of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. base at LZ West. As Henry
spoke, elements of his Americal Division battal ion were pursuing the fleeing sappers.

Co. B was the primary defender, blasting the sappers back into hiding with
crippling losses. Btry. C, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty., directed 105mm fire on the retreating
enemy.

Popular and Regional forces continued the chase surrounding two NVA
companies near LZ Siberia.

A similar attack at LZ West earlier sparked 13 days of intensive conflict in
which more than 1,000 NVA were killed in Hiep Duc and Que Son Valley.



13 October 1969 Vietham communiqué - September 22-28

Americal Div - Americal Division soldiers combat -assaulted onto a thickly vegetated
jungle slope 16 miles west of Tam Ky near FB West Sept. 22, and locked up with an
undetermined number of 17 NVA regulars, killing 28.

Elsewhere in the Americal's area of responsibility, another four Viet Cong
and 10 NVA soldiers were killed, raising the number of enemy dead to 42.

The next day, soldiers of Troop D, 1st Squadron, 1st Armored Cavalry
fought 10 to 12 VC regulars in a fire fight 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City. Five
VC regulars were Killed.

On Sept. 26, 10 NVA soldiers and 13 VC were killed in a number of
widespread, unrelated clashes with Americal Division soldiers.

A day later, gunners of Btry. A, 3rd Bn., 82nd Artillery killed three NVA
soldiers in an afternoon fire mission and Scout helicopters of the 123rd Aviation Bn.,
engaged five VC soldiers 10 miles west of Quang Ngai City, killing one.




27 October 1969 Vietham communiqué - October 6-12

Americal Div - Men of the Americal Division killed 13 enemy soldiers Oct 10 in light
ground fighting in their zone of responsibility. In the largest action of the day gunships
of F Troop, 8th Cav., spotted and engaged five NVA soldiers and one VC in the
mountains 11 miles northwest of Tam Ky, killing all six.

The next day cannoneers from Btry. A, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty ., blasted an area
three miles northwest of Tam Ky, killing two soldiers hiding in scrub brush as Americal
infantrymen killed four more in as many fire fights.

On Oct. 7, soldiers of Co. C, 1st Bn., 52ndInf., walked unopposed into an
enemy base camp 20 miles southwest of Chu Lai containing one large hootch and
numerous smaller structures presumed to have been used for sleeping.

Seven carbines, three MAS36 bolt action Frenchmade rifles, one Swedish
made K submachine gun, assorted clothing and medical supplies were found in the
complex.

The same day, a gunship from the 123rd Aviation Bn . killed a lone enemy
soldier walking a jungle trail seven miles west of Quang Ngai City.

On Oct. 12, one VC was killed and another detained as members of thelst
Bn., 6th Inf . ambushed five to six VC soldiers in the mountains 12 miles southwest of
Quang Ngai City.



24 November 1969- Joint volley blunts attack

LZ CENTER - Two 196th Inf. Bde. Americal Division, companies along with artillery
from a fire base recently teamed up to prevent an estimated company-sized NVA force
from overrunning a fortified hill in Hiep Duc Valley.

A sweep of the area by elements ofCo. C later revealed 17 NVA dead
attributed to artillery and i nfantry efforts. Countless Chicom grenades were found
intact along with mortar boxes and casings.

Co. A, 3rd Bn., 21st Inf., had the job of assistingCo. B. which was in hot
pursuit of a company of NVA soldiers near Vinh Dong, a hill one mile southwest of
here.

"Once on Vinh Dong, we had a clear view of the valley below," said Lt. Alan
Freeman, forward observer from Btry. B, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty .

The mountainous terrain prevented Co. A from placing effective fire on the
Communist mortar platoon. Freeman re quested artillery support from his battery here.
In no time 105mm howitzer rounds were impacting on the NVA location, silencing the
tube and killing seven NVA soldiers.

With the mortar tube knocked out, Co. A figured the enemy had been
discouraged.

Late in the evening the Communists moved up the north side of Vinh Dong,
shooting sporadic RPG rounds. Again the forward observer requested artillery support.
The guns responded with illumination and high explosive rounds.

"It was the first time | ever saw the enemy attack under illumination,” said
Freeman.

Well secured in foxholes on top of the hill, the 60 men of Co. A blasted the
NVA element with a 106mm recoilless rifle, M79 grenade launchers, and CS gas
grenades. Meanwhile Co. C, which had been notified o f the attack, had moved up
behind the enemy and was firing small arms. After 30 minutes of intense fighting the
NVA unit retreated.



8 December 1969 Vietham communiqué - November 17-23

Americal Div - Gunships of D Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cav., Americal Division and a
combat-assaulted reconnaissance platoon ofCo. E, 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. killed six enemy
and detained two in a 30-minute fire fight 10 miles northwest of Quang Ngai City on
Nov. 23.

Four enemy soldiers were killed on Nov. 17 by elements of the 1st Bn., 46th
Inf. in a battle with an unknown -sized enemy force in the flatlands nine miles
southwest of Tam Ky.

A day later, gunships of the 123rd Aviation Bn . clashed with a VC force,
killing 10.

Elsewhere, seven VC were killed by Btry. A, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty . seven miles
north of Tam Ky, and four enemy soldiers were killed by men of Co. A, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf.
in a brief skirmish 15 miles north of Tam Ky.

Meanwhile, gunships of F Troop, 17th Air Cav. (F/17 Cav. is an armor unit
not an air Cav unit. They recorded 4 VC KIA on 18 Nov 1969 engaged a small party of
VC riflemen 16 miles north of Tam Ky and killed four.

Fifteen miles northwest of Tam Ky almost 20,000 pounds of unpolished rice
was found hidden in an abandoned hootch complex by infantrymen of Co. A, 3rd Bn.,
21st Inf., the same day.

On Nov. 22, soldiers of Co. B, 3rd Bn., 21st Inf. fought an enemy force in the
hills 13 miles northwest of Tam Ky, killing six.

A large enemy base camp containing 65 hootches, 31 individual fighting
position, two reinforced bunkers and a fighting trench which led to a 100 -yard long
escape tunnel was found and destroyed by men of Co. B, 26th Engrs,, 11 miles south of
Chu Lai on Nov. 21.



29 December 1969 US artillerymen win booming showdown

LZ Siberia - Although i t sounded like the gunfight at the OK Corral with the volume turned
up all the way, it was really one 105mm howitzer from Btry. C, 3rd Bn., of the Americal
Division's 82nd Arty. that rumbles through the Hiep Duc Valley in the division's area of
operations.

Recently, an NVA recaoilless rifle crew began to fire rounds into LZ Siberia, a small
fire base, from across Song Thu Bon.

When the first rounds impacted in the area, Staff Sgt. William Parent ran barefoot to
the gun under the charge of Sgt. Ronnie Jacken.

"It was about 6 p.m.," Jackson said, "suddenly a series of rounds came whistling over
our heads."

When the enemy fired their second group of two shots, Parent spotted the flash and
smoke from the enemy gun, 3,500 yards away.

Though he had returned to the LZ earlier that day after a week's hospitalization for
wounds, he helped swing the gun around and jumped up on the gun's trails to observe and
adjust fire.

As the enemy gunners fired away, Parent and Jackson and Spec. 4 John Vines fired
and made corrections, and slammed their third round into the NVA position.

"The first eight rounds silenced the enemy fire," Vines said.

The next morning, a sweep of the area by men of the4th Bn., 31st Inf., revealed five
enemy killed and three wounded - victims of direct artillery hits.



19Jan70 Army Reporter Newspaper Page 12
Smash enemy strongholds

Airlifted guns suppress VC

LZ HAWK HILL -- Guns from two artillery batteries were airlifted to a 300 yard hill
in the heart of New Hau Duc Valley, 13 miles south of Tien Phuoc, to provide assistance
to U.S. soldiers of the 196th Bde., Americal Division; Popular Forces (PF), and ARVN
forces in their mission of suppressing the enemy in the area.

The major purpose of the sevenday operation was to find the loc ation of certain
strongholds held by the NVA and VC. It was also believed that the VC/NVA had
caches of rice and ammunition stored in secret bunkers.

OThere had been no U. S. sol diers in the area

we couldndatl gucoempskete the mission without
said Lt. Col. Peter Foss, battalion commander of thelst Bn., 46th Inf.

The needed artillery firepower was provided by airlift three 205mm howitzers from
Btry, A, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty . here and two 155mm howitzers from Btry B, 3rd Bn., 16th
Arty . at Tien Phuoc.

Twenty -four hours a day, artillerymen and infantrymen worked hand in hand. The
infantry scoured the mountain and lowland terrain for suspected enemy hideouts, and
the artillery p ounded key target locations. For seven days the deafening roar of the big
guns echoed throughout the valley.

In one instance and element of thelst Bn., 46th Inf. engaged an unknown-sized force
and blocked off the enemy in a mountain pass as they attempted to infiltrate into the
valley. Immediately the howitzers were called into action resulting in five NVA
regulars killed.

as



02Mar70 Vietham communique February 10-16 page 2
Cav units maul enemy bunkers

Americal Div
Americal Division infa ntrymen reported killing 30 enemy
soldiers in 20 separate actions within their southern | Corps
area Feb. 15. Gunners of the 23rd Artillery Group were
responsible for 16 enemy deaths after element of the group
detected two groups of enemy soldiers maneuve ring 10 miles
northwest of Quang Ngai City and directed a high explosive
barrage into the area.
Division artillerymen opened fire with 155mm howitzers on an

estimated 30 pack - and - weapons - carrying enemy soldiers moving
through the jungles 12 miles northw est of Tam Ky Feb. 12. The
3rd Bn., 82nd Arty ., cannoneers killed 10 of the enemy and

scattered the remainder into the surrounding jungles.
Americal soldiers of the 123rd Avn. Bn. tangled three times
with NVA and VC troops Feb. 11 near Duc Pho, account ing for nine
of the 17 Communists killed by the division that day.
The action began shortly after dawn when 0fiH¢
scanning the thick vegetation of the Song Ne Valley, spotted

eight NVA regulars hiding under a lean - to 16 miles west of Duc
Pho. Rolling in with minigun and rocket fire, the gunners
downed all eight. A short time | ater, the AH

sighted and killed a lone NVA straggler in the same location.
Between 10 and 12 NVA sappers launched an attack against the
night defensi ve perimeter of Co. A, 2nd Bn., 1st | nf ., about
seven miles northwest of Tam Ky Feb. 10.
The infantrymen met the sappers with small arms and automatic
weapons, killing six and driving off the remainder. Shortly
before dawn, a seventh sapper was slain a fter he and a companion
attempted to rush the companyés peri meter.
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Ameri cal slays 40 in Orest
LZ CENTER 7 When his unit accidently stopped to rest in an NVA base
camp, an Americal Division soldier found himself busy as both radio

telephone operator (RTO) and forward observer (FO) in a battle that
lasted eight hours and cost the enemy 40 killed.

Spec. 4 Richard Fosler, a member of Btry. C. 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty
was acting as both FO and RTO with F Troop, 17th Cavalry on a recent
operation west of LZ Hawk Hill.

The two platoons of F Troop had been joined by a part of Co. D, 3rd
Bn., 21st Inf., 196th Inf. Bde., on their operation to flush out the
enemy in the area.

They had met little resistance durin g the early morning hours, but

when they decided to take a break under some trees, they triggered a
firefight that would mean the success or failure of their mission.
An NVA soldier was spott3ed sneaking from behind a tree only 30
yards from the resting Americans. The NVA soldiers ran into a hootch
neatly concealed by thick underbrush.
Within seconds, the troop was warned. Backed by four Sheridan

Armored Assault Vehicles, they opened up with .50 - caliber and M60
machineguns.
After almost an hour o f heavy fighting, a brief lull enabled a

platoon from the 3rd of the 21st Infantry to move into the tree line
and investigate.

They immediately discovered three NVA dead and a 60mm mortar tube.
Moments later they found a .30 - caliber machine gun.

Again they came under heavy AK47 fire, this time from both the tree
line and the trench network behind them. One of the RTOs from the 21st
Inf. was wounded as the enemy began to hit the American position with
grenades.

Receiving directions from the comm ander of F Troop, the platoon
immediately reversed its attack and retaliated with small arms and
hand grenades while moving behind trees and high grass for cover.
Fosler grabbed his radio and began calling to Btry. B, 3rd Bn., 82nd
Arty ., on LZ Center for artillery support.

The big - gun firepower was used to protect the rear of the American
forces and also to cut off any means of escape for the now pinned - down
enemy.

The enemy had been caught completely off - guard and had not had time
to use their mort ar tubes. With the artillery support, their
fortified bunkers could not protect them.

When the battle was over, the Americans found 15 AKA47 rifles, four
RPG launchers and countless Chicom grenades.

The net result of the battle was one NVA base camp destroyed and
one RTO/FO very aware of what an officer goes through as a regular FO.

€S
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12May69- Artillery pounds VC in weeks of conflict

LZ BALDY - with the aid of damaging artillery and thundering air strikes, a
battalion of the 19 6th Inf. Bde., Americal Division killed 234 enemy and
captured 39 weapons in 21 days of heavy action in the rugged mountains
surrounding the besieged Tien Phuoc CIDG camp.

Repeatedly assaulting well - fortified NVA positions in the wake of intensive
weapons fire, all four rifle companies of the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf ., Cleared out a
large enemy stronghold area, 10 to 14 miles southwest of Tam Ky.

The infantry battalion was supported by quick - reacting artillery units from
the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty ., of the 196th Brigade and 1st Bn., 14th Artillery
working for the 198th Brigade.

Battery B of the battalion was located atop LZ East directly north of the

Tien Phuoc controlled fire zone and battery D positioned on LZ Young to the
northeast.
Battery C of the 1st Bn., 14th Artillery completed the semicircle of

artillery protection from LZ Professional, far to the southeast.
Artillery units accounted for 96 enemy killed.
During the opening week of the enemy post - Tet offensive, NVA units overran
and controlled a Popular Forces outpost and an outlying infested NVA terrain.
"Our part in the operation consisted of two phases," said Maj. Robert
Douglas, the battalion operations officer, "The first part lasted one week
when the  3rd Bn., 21st Inf . made several co ntacts with elements of the 7th and
8th Battalion from the 31st NVA Regiment which were operating in platoon and
company size elements.
"Phase two was characterized by scattered resistance as small groups of NVA
tried to escape the area."
The first d ay of the operation, two companies came into heavy contact, Co.
D, set up a day patrol base on a small hill 6,000 yards directly northeast of
the CIDG camp airstrip.
Suddenly, the unit began receiving mortar rounds from the different
directions.  Along with exploding incoming rounds, Co. D's position was
peppered by a substantial amount of sniper fire from a thickly vegetated knoll
to their front.
Artillery and air strikes pounded away relentlessly and began to soften up
the enemy positions.
Two ho urs later in the late afternoon, the artillery and air strikes ceased.
The infantry unit began receiving deafening M79 and automatic weapons fire
again.

More than 3,000 yards to the southwest of Co. D's location, Co. B
encountered heavy contact with a large unknown size NVA unit that had lasted
five days.
Co. A began an eight day sweep into the area where Co. B had just departed.
They encountered occasional pockets of resistance on the patrol.
On the seventh day of Co. A's sweep, numerous blood trails were found

leading off into dense undergrowth. Scuff marks on the ground indicated bodies
had probably been dragged away.

"We were in an unpopulated lowland area," said Capt. Thomas Ruffing, Co. A
commander" and in a two - day period we found 40 ¢ raves containing 152 enemy
bodies."

(continued)
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(continued)

The dead enemy soldiers had been killed by artillery, air strikes and sm all
arms fire during the first seven days of fighting.

Co. A killed six NVA, captured 16 packs containing weapons and found seven
AK- 47 rifles, one carbine, one shotgun, one M - 16 rifle, eight 60mm mortar
rounds with charges and hundreds of small arms ro unds.

All four of the battalion's companies found large bunker complexes. Co. B
assaulted and destroyed 15 bunker positions on a patrol up hill 269.

When they received heavy small arms fire from a large NVA force, Co. B
pulled back and called for ar tillery, mortars and air strikes.

After the smoke cleared from the air strikes, the last of the enemy
resistance was knocked out by small arms. A total of 14 NVA were killed, A
further search of the area uncovered two M -79's,two AK  -47's,two AK  -44's, one
SKS assault rifle and a large number of RPG rounds and small arms ammo.

Well dug in positions were designed to hold off an attacking force from any
direction. Some of the enemy bunkers were reinforced with concrete.

Army Reporter Newspape r page 5

1smay70- Photo Caption: BLASTING AWAY TOARD the hills of
southern | Corps, a 105mm howitzer crew at LZ Hawk Hill pounds an

unseen enemy. The Americal Division artillerymen, part of the 3rd
Bn., 82nd Arty ., were supporting infantrymen of the 196 th Inf.

Bde. operating in the area.

06Jul70- Photo Caption Page 5

CASTING A CASING to the wind at LZ Siberia, an artilleryman from the 3rd Bn., 82nd
Arty ., uses a field-expedient disposal method. The heavy volume of fire missions that
necessitaed the unusual procedure was caused by recent clashes in the Hiep Duc
Valley.
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LZ HAWK HILL - In a week of hard fighting, soldiers of the 196th Inf. Bde. Americal
Division killed 128 enemy.

Men of the 1st Bn., 46th Inf ., took the heaviest toll of the enemy, accounting for 68
NVA dead.

The biggest action took place when Companies B and C, operating in Hiep Duc
Valley, met a large enemy force. Co. B became involved in a bitter bunker -to-bunker
fight lasti ng all morning. When the fight was over, Co. B had accounted for 33 NVA.

Working the high ground, Co. C came under intense mortar fire. The Americans
continued to return fire, killing four of the enemy.

Later in the day, Co. B spotted another large NVA force in an open area. The
Americans called in another gunship from the 71st AHC, which proceeded to strafe the
area. The Americans counted 10 enemy dead there.

In the days that followed, ARVN soldiers sweeping the area of contact found more
enemy dead. Eleven of the NVA found were credited to Btry. C, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty .
Ten more were credited to Co. C, 1st Bn., 46th Inf.

In scattered incidents throughout its area of operations, the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., killed 28
enemy.

In one day of fightin g, Co. D killed seven VC, detained six and confiscated two AK47
rifles. Later in the week, the same unit, after killing two more NVA, found an
ammunition cache of 20 60mm
mortar rounds and 15 Chinese Communist grenades.

Working with an evening Popular Forces patrol one mortarman from Co. Ewas
instrumental in the killing of 10 VC. Serving as a mortar forward observer, the soldier
spotted two squads of VC. Helicopter gunships were called in, killing three men in the
squads.

The 3rd Bn., 21st Inf., counted 16 enemy Kkilled for the week. Early in the week, Co.
A, while searching a recently used base camp, found eight NVA graves. The eight kills
were credited to Btry. B, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty .

Later action was scattered. Co. B found 14 RPGs while operating 20 miles west of
Tam Ky. The rounds were lying off a trail under a poncho. Conducting search
missions 24 miles west of Tam Ky, Co D. 4th Bn., 31st Inf. found the graves of four
NVA, which were credited to Co. A's earlier
contact. Two NVA had been killed by Co. A and two by Btry, C, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty .

Operating five miles northwest of Tam Ky, F Troop, 17th Cav., killed four VC and
captured 4 1/2 tons of rice in sorties at the end of the week.
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Medic kills pain, not Cong

LZ Siberia - If a popularity poll were to be conducted on this base, Pfc. George Sena
would win by an overwhelming margin.

Sena, of MexicanAmerican and Apache Indian descent, is not the typical war hero,
the John Wayne type that most people picture. He has no kills. In fact, his duties do
not even entail the firing of a weapon.

As the only medic atop this heavily battered peak some 35 miles northwest of Chu
Lai, 20-year-old Sena is kept quite busy at his job of savinglives instead of taking them.
On several occasions during recent mortar and rocket attacks on LZ Siberia that will
soon enter their third month, Sen risked his own life in answering others' pleas for help.
Battery commander Capt. Michael B. Twomey is one of the many men here that can

speak for Sena's heroic actions.

"l know for a fact that several times he left the safety of his bunker during a mortar
attack to get someone who had been hit," said Twomey. "Sena has done an outstanding
job."

The 5-foot-9, 150pound Sena views his past actions in a different way.

"All I can think about is that it's Mike or Bill or Phil out there, and that he's my
buddy," said Sena. "It's not only my duty to help him, but | want to; | forget about the
danger involved.

The men of Btry. C, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty ., Americal Division, many of whom have
needed Sena's aid, are quick to show their appreciation.

"Whatever the Doc wants, the Doc can have," was the unique way one cannoneer had
of expressing it. "We cant be without our Doc."

The eldest of 10 children, Sena entered the Army after posting a 3.8 grade point
average while studying data processing at Eastern New Mexico State University.

"l plan to return to college and complete my degree requirements," said Sena, his dark
brown eyes gleaming. "I've learned a lot from being in the Army, especially about
medicine and being a medic, but | don't plan to pursue the field any further."

Other medics have come and gone, but only Sena remains. He too will leave Siberia
some day, but the men of Btry. C try not to think of it.

"l have never seen a more dedicated medic," remarked Staff Sgt. Marvin Shields. "He
gave a wounded man mouth -to-mouth resuscitation aboard a chopper all the way from
here to the hospital at Hawk Hill one day."
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LZ HAWK HILL - Americal Division soldiers recently helped turn back a major NVA
offensive in Hiep Duc Valley. In continual heavy action, the Americans decimated
elements of the 1st NVA Reg., killing 590 in the span of two months.

"The enemy's primary aim was to set back and, if possible destroy the pacification
program in Hiep Duc District,” said Lt. John Hunsinger, a member of the 196th Inf. Bde.
"They also hoped to harass the surrounding fire bases."

The enemy triggered their offensive by attacking Landing Zone (LZ) Siberia, secured
by Co. D, 4th Bn., 31st Inf., and Btry. C, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty . The
Americans drove off the enemy killing 10.

Fighting the first d ay took place around the area of Hiep Duc District, 23 miles
northwest of Tam Ky. The 4th Bn., 31st Inf., killed 34 in a series of sharp firefights.
One of these firefights began when Co. D came under heavy fire in an open rice paddy.

Firebird gunships from the 71st Assault Helicopter Co . responded to the infantry's
call and raked the NVA positions. When the enemy retreated, the 196th soldiers swept
across the rice paddy and found seven NVA dead.

In the next few days elements of the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf. and 2nd Bn., 1st Inf .--both from
the 196th inf Bde --were airlifted into the battle area as fighting continued to rage.

At the end of six days of fighting, the Americans had killed 255 NVA. Of the ground
units, 4th Bn., 31st Inf., had inflicted the most damage, killing 62.

"At this stage a comparative lull followed as the NVA began to operate in smaller
units," said Hunsinger.

Tension mounted during the next month. The action consisted of isolated skirmishes
punctuated by heavy firefights. In one of the bitterest engagements,Co. D, 1st Bn., 46th
Inf ., combined with A and C Troops, 1st Squadron, 1st Cav., to kill 15 NVA in one
afternoon. Two weeks later, Co.

B, 3rd Bn., 21st Inf., supported by Btry, B, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty ., killed 18 NVA.

Then the comparative lull ceased as the NVA launched a second offensive. Elements
of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf., came into heavy contact near LZ West.

Three companies from 1st Bn., 46th Inf., were flown into the area in an operation which
was to climax 1 1/ 2 months of combat. For four days the 196th Inf. Bde. soldiers
searched for the main NVA force, killing 16 enemy in the process. On the fifth day they
found what they were after.

Co. B and Co. C, 1st Bn., 46th Inf., were conducting search and clear missions
through the rugged jungle terrain.

"We used fire and movement," said Staff Sgt. Charlie Hall of Co. B. "It was a bunker-
to-bunker, hole-to-hole fight." In the next four hours , Co. Bkilled 33 NVA.
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WITH SMOKE BOILING two cannoneers of Btry. C, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty., Americal
Division, fire and reload their 105mm howitzer as their crew chief stands by to give
further instructions at Landing Zone Siberia.
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By Spec. 4 Thomas J. Neville

KHAM DUC - Rebuilding a base camp, complete with a 6,006foot airstrip, is like carving a small
town out of dirt, burlap, asphalt and a lot of thick sweat.

Men from various units of the 196th Inf. Bde. | abored long hours and accomplished such a task. Five
days after being combat-assaulted into this lonely outpost 80 miles west of Tam Ky, the Americal
Division task force had dug, in renovated the air strip and established a secure base of operations.

Resembling an island in a sea of Vietham's roughly hewn mountains, Kham Duc is not virgin territory
for American or enemy forces. As early as 1961, the 5th Special Forces Gp. manned the outpost as a base
for various strategic operations.

The Special Focesadvised Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) camp was abandoned in May
1968. The2nd Bn., 1st Inf., of the 196th Bde. was dispatched to the area and assisted in the extraction of
civilians and American troops.

Although the extraction was successful in terms of light friendly casualties, some U.S. heavy equipment
had to be left behind. The airstrip also suffered heavily from intense rocket and mortar barrages.

The Legionnaires of the 2nd of the 1st are back at Kham Duc. Other elements that tok part in the
construction, reconstruction and fortification of the bases included Co. A, 26th Engr. Bn.; 23rd Supply
and Transport Co .; Co. G,. 75th Rangers aU.S. Air Force mobility team ; a Seabee construction element
and the 6th ARVN Regt.

Kham Du ¢ was blistering hot, barren depressing and dangerous when Americal soldiers arrived. The
men had nothing to look forward to except tedious, back -breaking work. To complicate matters, the
enemy had planted more than 150 booby-trapped mortar rounds in the vicinity of the airstrip.

Further evidence of the enemy's presence in the area was found during searches by the26th Engr. Bn.
and patrols conducted by Legionnaire units. Caches of ammunition, including a find of 1,420 rounds of
.51-caliber ammo, were uncovered.

Bunkers, tunnel complexes and fresh fish and medical supplies were also found, adding credence to
recent enemy occupation. Co. A's 3rd Platoon also discovered four model helicopters, carved from wood
and resembling the Huey -an indication th at the enemy was operating a training site in the area.

It was essential to repair the airstrip so supplies could be airlifted into the base. The engineers made
short work of that problem. The first plane, an Air Force C -123 cargo, touched down July 6. The men
who had toiled with pick and shovels for four days gazed with excitement and pride as the
craft landed safely.

"It felt pretty good to see him land,” beamed Capt. Aaron Evans, the commanding officer of Co. A. Air
Force Staff Sgt. Jessie Rihie, who was aboard the airplane, described the landing as "real good,” He
noted that similar flights will be capable of transporting 300,000 to 400,000 pounds of
ammunition a day.

Once mortar crews dug into their pits and artillery units set up thei r deadly cannon, an air of cautious
optimism and security permeated the bastion.

The feeling of relative security was unknown when the troops first flew into Kham Duc.

But there was one man who did have an idea of what to expect." The area was not unfamiliar to him.
M.Sgt. David H. Doughty had spent some time at Kham Duc and vicinity nearly four years ago.

(continued)
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(continued)

Now on his second tour in Vietnam, Doughty scanned the seemingly impregnable
terrain and recalled, "l was here for two weeks in September 1966, when | served with the 5th Special
Forces." A member of a long range reconnaissance patrol LRRP) team, Doughty knew only too well the
difficulties and danger of the dense jungle underbrush and the eerie triple -canopy ceiling which
characterize the region.

Doughty noted some of the things the units discovered on the first day of this recent takeover. "We
found a trench complex which h ad obviously been used recently because the engineers found new
rucksacks, medical supplies and fresh fish." He estimated that the enemy had used the area as recently as
a day before the Americans moved in.

He continued, "A lot of physical work goes in to building a base camp like this."

He added a few praiseworthy words about his men, "Two of the most hated
things the Army has to do is to dig dirt and fill sandbags -but these guys
are really putting out and getting a lot accomplished.”

Aside from a few men who had been to Kham Duc in the past, there was
another remnant of American presence in the area. Members of the3rd Bn.,
82nd Arty., found an old 105mm howitzer round on the northwest side of the
runway.

There was something very unusual about the round. Painting on the shell
casing revealed that it was the 100,000th round from Btry. A, 3rd Bn., 82nd
Arty. The battery was forced to leave the round behind during the hasty
evacuation, and it never had the opportunity to fire it.

Photo Captions:
1) Under ground fire CH47 Chinook temporarily veers off LZ.
2) Artilleryman guides in CH54 Crane laden with tool of artillery trade.
3) Americal cannoneer raises own flag over reclaimed Kham Duc camp.
4) Cook ladles out coffee in bomb-crater-turned -mess-hall.
5) Engineers repair holes in runway where booby traps were dug out.
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LZ HAWK HILL - The crash of RPG rounds shattered the still night. Almost by reflex
LZ Siberia came to life, and men of Co. D, 4th Bn., 31st Inf., and Btry. C, 3rd Bn., 82nd
Arty ., responded with a heavy barrage of automatic weapons fire. When the firing had
ceased, 10 NVA lay dead in the wire of the perimeter.

The attack on the small 196th Inf. Bde fire base signaled a new NVA offensive in the
Hiep Duc Valley, a replay of the August holocaust nine months prior. For the next six
weeks soldiers of the 196th were to be locked in a continued struggle with two NVA
regiments.

"The NVA had one main goal in Hiep Duc Valley," said Lt. John Hunsinger. "They
wanted to cripple and if possible, to destroy the pacification program.”

On the first day the 4th Bn., 31st Inf.-the only American ground unit facing the
onslaught-killed 34 enemy. In the next five days, elements of2nd Bn., 1st Inf., and 3rd
Bn., 21st Inf., were combat assaulted into the area.

After six days, Americal Division soldiers had killed 255 enemy. Air strikes and
helicopter gunships took a heavy toll of the enemy. Gunships from F Troop, 8th Cav.,
were credited with 61 Kills in two days.

One another occasion ARVN soldiers found 76 NVA killed by gunships and U.S. Air
Force jets. The 4th Bn., 31st Inf., led ground units with 62 kills, but the figures did not
tell the whole story. It had been the grunts, sweltering in the heat and dust, dodging
bullets and shrapnel, who had pinned the enemy down so that the gunships could
unleash their terrible firepower.

The infantry had also taken the worst punishment. Co. A, 3rd Bn., 21st Inf., whose
body count included an NVA battalion commander, had less than 40 men in the field at
the end of the week.

"After the first six days the enemy began operating in small units," said Hunsinger.
"Their goals were now limited to harassing U.S. and ARVN troops."

Hiep Duc Village was safe, but for 196th ground units the fight had just begun. Using
hit-and-run tactics, enemy units continued to bombard 196th night laagers and fire
bases with mortar and rocket fire.

"We never knew when the shells were coming in," said Spec. 4 Jim Logue Co. A, 4th
Bn., 31st Inf.

The enemy paid for those operations. In extremely bitter fighting north of Hiep Duc,
1st Squadron, 1st Cav., combined with infantry units to kill 15 NVA on one occasion
and 14 more a ew days later. To the south,Co. B, 3rd Bn., 21st Inf., supported by Btry.
B, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty ., killed 18 NVA. Throughout the period the enemy was pounded
by air strikes.

Hiep Duc Village was thriving, and 196th Bde. "Chargers" had once more overcome
stifling heat and heavy casualties to drive the enemy out of the valley.
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(Note: Americal Division units participated in Lam Son 719 under the 1st Bde (mech)
5th Inf. Division & 101st Abn Div . For example half the helicopter assets of the
Americal Division (14th Cbt. Aviation Bn. were assigned to the 101st). 3/82nd Artillery,
1/1st Cav armor, E Trp 1/1st Cav armor, H/17th Cav armor and 11th Bde infantry
units also participated).

Army Report er photo:
31May71 - Photo Caption Page 1

GIVING A SPIT SHINE to a howitzer in the Ghost Town sector of LZ Siberia
is this trooper from Btry. C, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty.

19Jul7® Photo Caption Page 5
SPRUNG FROM THE KENNEL, Roscoe, the mascot ofC Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd
Artillery , was greeted by Spec. 4 Cleo Capers. New dog tags led to his release.

26Jul7t Photo Caption Pagel2

HEADED FOR ITS DESTINATION is a round fired from a 105mm Howitzer by Battery
A, 82nd Arty. , 23rd Infantry Division, in support at FSB Linda. (Historian Note:
Assumption is that this is 3/82nd Arty rather than 1/82nd Arty because this is in the
196th LIB AO and 3/82nd Arty was attached to the 196th LIB ).



24Apr72- Dynamic balloon blowers Page 21

Hill 34 - "You might say, 'We're the Dynamic Balloon Blowers of Da Nang.™ That's
how Chief Warrant Officer Bernard H. Belvin described his unit dthe last U.S. Field
Artillery Meteorological unit in South Vietnam.

"Very few people know what we do here," said Belvin. "Few even realize we exist!"

Three times each day the3d Battalion, 82nd Artillery Metro unit breaks out of its
obscurity to launch a balloon carrying electronic equipment which relays back
information on a tmospheric conditions. the data is then used to adjust artillery fire to
account for atmospheric variables.

"Guys on the guns don't even know how we function or what we do," commented
Belvin. "But we're responsible for a lot of their hits.

"If they have proper gun emplacement, proper survey and up -to-date maps, and if
Metro is correct, they'll hit their target first try every time," says the native of Willis,

Tex. "If our calculations are off, they could miss by 200 or 300 meters."

After collecting raw data on atmospheric density, temperature, zone wind speeds and
direction, the Metro team computes the ballistic met data. This ballistic data takes into
account the cumulative effect each altitude zone will have on the proceeding zone.
From there the total effect on the round as it passes through the air can be calculated.

Belvin pointed out that in addition to sending the raw and ballistic data to each of the
U.S. and ARVN artillery units in the Da Nang area, the raw data is sent to the Da Nang
Air Base where it is used to help formulate weather forecasts.

"From the time the balloon is release to the time the data is sent to the artillery units is
only about one hour and 20 minutes," remarked Belvin. "This data should be accurate
for about six hours."

He explained that in Vietham major atmospheric changes occur about every six hours.
By running flights three times each day Belvin says they can get a pretty accurate idea
of the atmospheric conditions. He observed that, "It should be ideal to run a flight
every four hours."

Though the 'Dynamic Balloon Blowers of Da Nang' be small in number and unknown
to some, they are performing a mission of tremendous economical and
strategical importance.

When you consider a single artillery roun d may cost upwards of $200,
$42.00 for a single metro flight is a fair investment for accuracy.



These items come from the Americal Division Daily Newsheets. Each issue was to be
shared with eight infantrymen.

Volume 1 No. 260 Americal Daily New Sheet F riday
January 5, 1968
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10) - Americal Division forces continued to

maintain pressure on the enemy yesterday as they accounted for 72
enemy soldiers killed throughout southern | Corps.

In heavy contact yest erday el ement s of Americal 6
AChargero Brigade killed 32 VC in action west
participating in Operation Wheeler - Wallowa the brigade has killed

452 enemy soldiers.
Early in the morning a unit from the 4th Battalion, 31st
Infantry co mmanded by LTC Fredrick R. Cully (Fort - Walton Beach,
Fla) was in heavy contact with an unknown size VC force. The unit
in contact was led by CPT Daniel Mellon (Fairbanks, Alaska) and
was receiving heavy automatic and mortar fire. At 1:.55 a.m.,
another un it from the 31st Inf, led by CPT Joseph S. Stringham
(Appl eton, Wi s) was moved in to support CPT Me
Gunships from the 71st Aviation Company were called to support
the heavily engaged infantrymen. The choppers reported receiving
heavy auto matic weapons fire, 50 caliber fire and possible RPG
fire. Contact |l asted until 3:10 a. m. CPT Me
approximately 40 rounds of 60mm mortar fire during the initial
part of the attack and they continued receiving sporadic fire
until day i ght . During the battle CPT Mell onés
Page 2 Column 2) uni t accounted for 15 kills
unit killed four VC. Four infantrymen and one interpreter were
killed in the action. In other ground action a company led by CPT
Jose Felici ano (Baltimore, Md) killed one VC who was engaged in
small arms fire. A unit commanded by CPT John F. Connelly
(Saugus, Mass) found a dead VC who had been killed by artillery
fire from the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery commanded by LTC Wayne
H. Elliott (T acoma, Was h) . A unit from AFO0O Troop,
received 15 rounds of small arms fire from approximately 200
meters west of their position. They engaged and killed one VC and
captured his weapon.
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Cloudy Thursday morning.  Becoming partly cloudy in the
afternoon with a few showers in the local area. Winds from the
north - northeast at 5 - 10 miles per hour. High on Thursday will be
78. Low Thursday night 67.

AMERICAL ELEMENTS KILL 353 ENEMY YESTERDAY

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)
--  Combat action increased sharply yesterday as Americal units accounted for

353 enemy kills during a day filled with heavy ground fighting, ba cked up by
pounding artillery support. the fighting was centered in the Que Son Valley
where Operation Wheeler/Wallow forces continued to put pressure on the 2 nd NVA
Division.

Amer i c al 8hsBrigafiedreported killing 192 enemy soldiers as contacts wit h
elements of the 2 nd  NVA Division continued for the sixth straight day in
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa some 22 miles west of Tam Ky. In the six days of
fighting 393 enemy have been killed by the 196 h,

Several companies of the 196 thwere in continuous co ntact throughout the day.

A brigade company led by CPT Paul Yurchak (Pittston, Pa) made initial contact
with enemy forces when they started receiving small arms and automatic weapons
fire, mortar rounds and rifle grenades as they neared the enemy location

Having spotted several mortar positions a forward observer from the 3
Battalion, 82 nd  Artillery called in support fire. A late check of the enemy

mortar positions revealed that 30 NVA soldiers had been killed by the artillery

fire. Throughout the d ay a continuous exchange of fire prevailed until later

in the afternoon when enemy forces broke contact. A search of the battle area
revealed another 47 enemy soldiers had been killed by the infantry. A company

led by CPT William L. Speer (Ottowa, Kan) e ngaged with them forces was hit by
mortars, automatic and small arms fire. Atrtillery fire from the 3 d  Battalion,
82nd  Artillery, fired in support of the ground troops and accounted for another

25 enemy kills. A company led by CPT Larry R. Byers (Des Moi nes, Wash) was

(Conté6d Page 2 Column 1) AMERI CAL (Continued From
small arms fire as they advanced toward the enemy. Spotting a number of enemy

soldiers in the open they called in artillery resulting in another 20 enemy

kills. Twe nty - five more enemy kills were credited to the artillery as they

fired in support of ground action by another brigade company. Thirty - five

enemy bodies were discovered lying in a rice paddy. They had been killed in

Monday nightoés battl e.

Pag
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AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) T Americal Division units accounted for
125 enemy bodies yesterday as ground troops continued to hunt the
enemy and uncovered the bodies of 84 NVA killed in previous days®6
of fighting.

Americal 6s 196th Brigade accounted for 73 o0
and a combination of ground, air and artillery fire recorded the
remaining kills.
Companies sweeping an area northwest of Tam Ky un - covered the
56 NVA bodies in numerous findings. A three man VC probing party
hit a battalion fire support base last night resulting in two VC
kills. A check of the area uncovered seven bangalore torpedoes,
eight Chicom grenades, two AK - 47 rifles and six AK - 47 magazines.
In other ac  tion a company observed six NVA running 1,000 meters
west of their position. Artillery was called in resulting in six
kills.
ACo Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry fo
and added another when they engaged a VC after receiving small
arms fire. An aerial observer from the 3rd Battalion, 82nd
Artillery spotted 12 NVA in the open and called in artillery
resulting in two kills. A 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry element
detained three suspects and recorded one VC kill and a sampan
destroyed. A company observed three VC across a rice paddy and
after a warning, engaged the enemy and detained two of them.



Volume 1 No. 267 Americal Daily New Sheet
Friday January 12, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Cloudy to clearing skies Saturday with a few rai n showers in
the afternoon. High Saturday morning 78. Low Saturday night 65.
Winds from the northeast 6 - 12 miles per hour.

AMERICAL ELEMENTSACCOUNTFOR 45 KILLS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) odLight combat action accounted for 45
enemy killed by units of the Americal division as gunships
recorded 21 of the enemy bodies yesterday.
Americal 6s 196th Brigade reported 33 enemy k
of Tam Ky yesterday.
Gunships from ACO0 Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th
17 VC evading their aircraf t in 10 separate incidents, resulting
in 17 kills. In addition the Air Cav unit saw four dead NVA
soldiers and destroyed four sampans, two of which were
camouflaged. Gunships from the 71st Aviation Company engaged and

destroyed 12 camouflaged sampans on the Truong Giang River.

I n ground action ACO Troop, 1st Squadr on,
one VC after he failed to halt when challenged. The 3rd
Battalion, 82nd Atrtillery accounted for two enemy Kkills. A
company searching a tunnel detained one suspect. T he unit also

found one German Mauser, a hand grenade and 15 blasting caps while
searching the area.
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AMERICAL DIVISIO N NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) T Action increased again yesterday as
Americal Division forces reported killing 49 VC and three NVA
soldiers in a day that saw air support and ground fighting

throughout southern | Corps. Americal units reported that two
U.S. soldiers were killed and 12 wounded in ye
activities.

Americal 6s 196th Brigade made contact with e
central and eastern portions of the brigadeos
in Quang Tin Province during Operation Wheeler/Wallow a. Twenty -
four enemy were killed in these contacts.

ACo Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry killed
evading the Cavds aircraft in the area -of majo

to - ground contact took place throughout the day, and most of the
enemy sol diers killed had web ear or were carrying packs. A
pl atoon of AFG6 Troop, 17th Cavalry killed thre
uniforms.
In ground action three companies from the 3rd Battalion, 21st
Infantry, accounted for one VC kill. Another company from the 3rd
Battalion, 21st Infantry observed five VC 1,400 meters northeast
of their position. Atrtillery fire from the 3rd Battalion, 82nd
Atrtillery was called in resulting in one VC kill. A company of
the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry observed and engaged seven VC
resulting in two VC kills. A few minutes later two more VC were
killed and one suspect detained along with an AK - 47 rifle.



Volume 1 No.2 84 Americal Daily New Sheet Monday January 29, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Tuesday partly cl oudy to fair. No significant change foreseen.
Winds north - northeast at 5 - 10 miles per hour. High Tuesday 81.
Low Tuesday night 62.

AMERICAL  DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10)

Seven enemy were killed yesterday by Americal 6s 196th Brigade
as AChargero units conducted ground operations
Wheeler/Wallowa.

AFo0 Troop, 17th Cavalry captured 16, 700 poun
was later evacuated from an area west of Tam Ky.

A company of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry | ed by CPT Jose R.
Feliciano (Baltimore, Md) killed four VC who were evading the
companyo6s position. A platoon from AFO0O Troop,
one VC and artillery fire from the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery
accounted for two VC Kills.
Three tactica | air strikes were flown in the 196th area

yesterday and six fortified structures and one bunker were
destroyed.
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MIRACLE WEATHERREPORT

Generally mild Wednesday with possible precipitatio n during the
early morning or late afternoon. Winds from the southeast at 5 to
10 miles an hour. Wednesdayo6s high temperatur
Wednesday night 68.
AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) T Brigades of the America | Division
operating in southern | Corps reported killing 18 Viet Cong in
action yesterday. One U.S. soldier was wounde
activities.

Contact was reported throughout Americal 6s 1

operations yesterday. Eight ene my were killed in Operation
Wheeler/Wallowa.

The 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery , AFlying Red Hor semeno,
killed four VC in their support of the fACharge
company from the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, commanded by CPT
Jose R. Feliciano (Baltim ore, Md) killed two VC hiding in a spider
hole. They also detained three suspects and found an AK - 47,
documents, a pistol belt, and three Browning Automatic Rifle
magazines. ACo Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cayv
support of the 196th infantrymen killed two VC, who were wearing

web gear and carrying weapons. they also destroyed six
camouflaged sampans later in the day. An element of the 2nd
Battalion, 1st Infantry led by CPT Eugene C. Moor (San Rafael,
Calif) found one M - 1 carbine, 50 rounds of .30 caliber ammunition
and one Chicom grenade.
Four Tactical air strikes were flow yesterday. They destroyed
one bunker, 22 fortified structures, while damaging 16 fortified
structures and causing one secondary explosion.
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Units of the Americal's 196th Brigade accounted for 13 enemy
kiled and one weapon captured in their area of Operation
Wheeler/Wallowa.

The 3rd Battalion, 82 nd Artillery was called for fire support
for the infantry company, and the resulting fire killed two Viet
Cong. A company of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry found three VC
killed by small arms fire and a 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry unit
killed one VC and captured his AK - 47 rifle. A reconnaissance
patrol observed six NVA and killed two.
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Partly cloudy Thursda y. No precipitation foreseen. Winds
light and variable. High Thursday 81. Low Thursday night 72.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS: 82 ENEMY KILLED YESTERDAY
CHU LAl (AMERICAL 10) T For the second day Americal forces participating in
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa saw the heaviest fighting. The units operating in
the northern section of Quant Tin and the southern portion of Quang Nam
provinces accounted for 80 of the total 82 enemy soldiers killed and 20
infantrymen wounded and evacuated in the fighting southern | Corps.
El ements of Americaldés 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry rep
soldiers in day long fighting which took place seven miles northwest of Tam Ky
in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa.
Yesterdayobs fighting was a <continuat ibegan Mohdaya batt ¢
afternoon. The fighting resumed yesterday with an artillery barrage and six air

stri kes. ACoO Troop, 1st Cavalry began a sweep to the
at the enemy entrenched in bunker positions. The initial contact began when
the ene my opened wup with RPGs, .50 <caliber and recoill ec

Troop, 1st Cavalry and a company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry were in
contact with the enemy throughout the day. At dusk the enemy broke contact and
ACO Troop had r ecor dsodiers2kbled. e The soympany from the 3rd
Battalion, 21st I nfantry had accounted for 12 enemy Kki
Squadron, 17th Cavalry flying in close support had killed four NVA soldiers.
Units of Americal 6s 196th Brigade skdnd sixeMC a&dd3 NVA sol
continued to find large caches of enemy ammunition and supplies in the
Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area.
The biggest battle of the day occurred when a company of the 2nd Battalion,
35th Infantry received automatic and small arms fire. Th e company returned the
fire and killed 23 NVA soldiers. Two companies of the 4th Battalion, 3rd
Infantry discovered graves containing the bodies of ten NVA soldiers.
A unit of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry led by CPT James A. Humphries
(Pacific Grov e, Calif), observed three VC run into a hut. They called in
artillery from the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery resulting in two VC Kkilled.
The command and control helicopter of the 21st Infantry killed one VC and
another unit of the 3rd Battalion, killed t wo VC.
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
Little Change Friday. No precipitation expected. Variable
winds at5 - 10 Knots per hour. High Friday 87. Low Friday 73.

AMERICAL (MIRACLE) DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) T Americal Division forces reported killing 34

NVA soldiers and 21 Viet Cong and capturing ten individual and two crew - served
weapons in fighting throughout southern | Corps yes terday. Fourteen air
strikes were flown in support of division elements yesterday resulting in 22
fortified structures, six bunkers, two foxholes and a recoilless rifle position
destroyed. In addition 100 meters of trench line were opened - up. Americal
units suffered four soldiers killed and 17 wounded and evacuated for treatment.

Increased contacts with enemy forces was reported in the western portion of
Americal 6s 196th Brigade area of Operation Wheeler/ Wall
elements killed 27 enemy soldiers and captured eight weapons.

A 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry company commanded by CPT Jose R. Feliciano
(Baltimore, Md), found five fresh graves containing five NVA bodies. Three had
been killed by small arms fire and the other two by artillery.

Nine tactical air strikes were flown in the 196th area resulting in four
bunkers, 22 structures and two foxholes destroyed. The strikes also opened -up
100 meters of trench line.

AiA fiBatt er y 3m Battdlidne32nd Artillery commancded by CPT Kenneth
Bernard (Breckenridge, Minn), fired its 100,000th round in Vietnam yesterday.
Colonel Louis Gelling (Carlisle, Pa), commander of the 196th fired the round
from LZ Ross. During the attack the battery fired several hundred rounds of
count er mortar fire at the enemy. The 196th commander also told the battery
that he, along with all the infantrymen of the brigade, appreciated the fire
support that the artillery had been giving them.

A gunship of ACO Troop, 7 t h vaBygconandndexd by Majbr7Jantes C a
D. Marett (Tennessee, S.C.), observed three NVA soldiers hiding in spider holes
approximately 100 meters in front of a position held by a company of the 2nd
Battalion, 35th Infantry. The enemy moved to the location and kille d one of
the NVA. During a search of the area, the company, commanded by CPT (Cont 6d
Page 2
Andrew J. Monday (Jonesboro, Ga), discovered graves containing two NVA killed
by artillery fire, and one M - 72 LAW, and one NVA gas mask. Another company of
the b attalion led by CPT Clifford R. Sherer (Columbus, Ga), found two more
graves containing two NVA bodies also apparently killed by the AFlying Red
Hor semeno of the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery.
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MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Decreasing cloudiness and precipitation Wednesday. Winds
variable at 3 knots per hour. High Wednesday 84. Low Wednesday
night 72.

MIRACLE DIVISION IN ACTION 114

Enemy Kille _d in_ Southern | Corps Tactical Zone

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) T Increased contacts with enemy forces resulted in
114 enemy killed by Americal Division units yesterday. Operation

Wheeler/Wallowa forces saw the heaviest fighting of the day as they reported 96

enemy kills. Operation Muscatine units killed 13 VC and other 11th Brigade

elements around Duc Pho accounted for five other enemy kills . Americal forces

reported five soldiers killed and 24 wounded and evacuated for treatment in
fighting throughout south ern | Corps yesterday.

Units of Americal sd196th Brigade participating in

recorded 79 NVA and seven VC kills and detained five suspects yesterday.

In the heaviest fighting elements of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry and
suppo rting units reported killing 78 NVA soldiers. The day long fighting took
place in an area approximately 20 miles northwest of Tam Ky. By 6 p.m. when
enemy forces broke contact, ground units had killed 63 of the NVA. Ten air
strikes were flown in the are a resulting in five NVA kills and artillery fire
was responsible for 10 NVA kills.

A company of the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry commanded by 1LT Homer Krout
(Hopewell, Va.) discovered the graves containing two VC who had been killed by
artillery fire. Later the company discovered five NVA packs containing NVA

Op e

documents and 200 rounds of AK -47 ammunition. CPT Robert S. Hender s

Nev.) company of the 35th Infantry killed one VC, one NVA soldier and detained
one suspect.
CPT James T. (Fayeitevile,NC.) company of the 1st Battalion, 6th
Infantry killed two VC and discovered 2,700 pounds of rice which was evacuated
to LZ Baldy. Another company of the 6th Infantry commanded by CPT Dan E.
Prapher (Lubbock, Tex.) evacuated another 1,000 pounds of rice.
A company of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry commanded by CPT Larry R.
Byers (Des Moines, Wash.) detained four suspects. One was carrying a carbine
when he was apprehended. Another 31st Infantry company found one VC who had
been kille  d by artillery fire.
In other AChargerodo action an observation
Artillery from the 3d Battalion, 82nd Artillery was called in resulting in one
VC Kkill.

aircraft

Spo



Vol. 1. No. 333 Monday March 18, 1968

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT

Partly cloudy Tuesday with little change foreseen. Winds variable
at 10 knots per hour. High Tuesday 90. Low Tuesday night 73.

Americal  Units  Kill 43 In Action Yesterday

CHU LAI (AMERICAL -10) --- Americal Division forces recorded 43
enemy Kills in fighting throughout southern | Corps yesterday.
Americal units reported three infantrymen killed and 11 wounded
and evacuated for treatment.

Elements of Americal's 196th Brigade killed 18 enemy and
captured one 60mm mortar tube in contacts throughout t
"Chargers" area of Operation Wheeler/Wallowa yesterday.

A company of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry commanded by CPT
Robert E. Corringan Jr. (Arlington, VA.) killed two VC with 81mm
mortar fire. A unit of the 21st Infantry killed one VC on a
search  and destroy mission. CPT Cecil H. Oxford's (Corpus
Christi, Tex.) company of the 3d Battalion, found one NVA that had
been killed by an air strike.

Members of a company of the 2d Battalion, 1st Infantry
commanded by CPT Jose R. Feliciano (Balt, Md.) k illed two VC and
found one 60mm mortar tube while on a search and destroy mission.

A 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry company commanded by CPT Robert
D. Leinen Sr. (Auburn N.Y.) found and evacuated 1,200 pounds of
rice. Another 6th Infantry company led by C PT James T. Price
(Fayettesville, N.C.) killed one VC. Other elements of the 6th
Infantry killed two NVA.

CPT Larry R. Byer's (Des Moines, Wash.) company of the 4th
Battalion, 31st Infantry adjusted artillery on three NVA. One NVA
was Kkilled by the ro unds fired by a battery of the 3d Battalion,
82nd Artillery. The company later killed one NVA soldier.
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WEATHER REPORT

Partly cloudy to fa ir Monday. No significant change foreseen. Winds from
the southeast at 10 knots gusting to 20 knots. High Monday 93. Low Monday
night 73.

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS

CHU LAI (AMERICAL -10) 0The Americal Division accounted for 17 Viet Cong
killed in small scale contacts throughout southern | Corps yesterday.
Operation Wheeler/Wallow forces kiled 16 VC and Operation Muscatine
infantrymen reported the other enemy kill. One Americal soldier was killed
and five wounded and evacuated for treatment.
Small uni t size contacts were reported by el emen

Brigade yesterday. AChargero soldiers killed nine VC in
A company of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry commanded by CPT Dan E.
Prather (Lubbock, Tex) killed five VC in two separate engagements. Another

AfRegul arso Company | ed by CPT Robert D. Leinen S
near LZ Baldy killed one VC.
Other ground action saw a company of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry led
by CPT Cecil H. Oxford (Corpus Christi, Te x) call for artillery from the 3rd
Battalion, 82nd Artillery on a small group of VC, killing two. A unit of
the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry was responsible for the remaining Kkill.
Two tactical air strikes were flown in support of the 196th ground units
yesterday. The missions accounted for 17 fortified structures destroyed.
In the Operation Wheeler/Wallowa area northeast of Thang Binh elements of
Americal déds 1st Sgquadron, 1st Cavalry reported a b
Gunships from fACoO Sfuadrampd7th Cavalhy accounted for six of
the kills and a troop of the 1st Cavalry discovered the body of a VC that
had been killed by an air strike.
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CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECAST1 July 22
Partly to mostly cloudy with rain showers cover the mountains in
the afternoon. Winds variable at 3 to 10 knots.

Temp H93 L 79
Hum H85 L 50

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL I0) 7 Amaical Division troopers accounted
for 16 enemy soldiers killed, five of which were NVA, and three
individual weapons captured yesterday as action was extremely
light and scattered.

%k kk k%

FREDERICK HILL §196th Inf. Bde. units killed 10 V C as action
picked up slightly in the Operation Frederick Hill areas.

APol ar Bear so o{3116f eGgaged threk VC walking down
a trail while on a search and clear mission, in the jungles 23
miles west - northwest of Tam Ky.

Charlie Company engag ed the trio, killing all three.

Two VC were killed by artillery fire when A Btry., 3 - 82nd Arty.,
engaged an unknown size enemy force, 18 miles north - northwest of
Tam Ky.

A recon platoon from the 3 - 21 Inf while sweeping an area 11
miles west of Tam Ky, killed a lone VC who was trying to evade.
AChargerin el ements found the bodies
region 21 miles north of Tam Ky.
The VC ha d been killed by Naval gunfire.

of

four



Americal Daily News Sheets -
Vol .3 No. 248 Americal Daily New Sheet Friday Sept. 5, 1969

CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECASTI September 6
Mostly cloudy skies with winds light and variable south to
southeasterly at 10 knots
Temperature H 92 L 76
Humidity H 90 L 50
CHU LAl (AMERICAL) 1 Fighting continued to be extremely light

and widespread in southern | Corps Thursday as Americal division
soldiers accounted for the deaths of eight VC and five NVA. Four

weapons were captured in the dayés action.

*khkk*kkkkh*k*k*x

FREERICKHILL 6T he @A Gi ml et s 0 -211inf. davamost3df the
action in the Bde. Area as they were credited with killing two
NVA, four VC and capturing [?missing end of paragraph???]
The men of A Co., while on an operation 13 miles west of Tam
Ky, received small arms fir from an NVA force of unknown size.
The fighting, which often raged from a distance of 25 meters,
resulted in one enemy killed and an AK - 47 captured.
at the same time, A Co. 2 - 1 Inf., working in the same area, was
involved in a fire fight with a group of VC. One of the enemy was
killed in that action.
The AGi mletso of Delta Co. observed four
bunker complex some 1,000 meters from their location while on an
operation 14 miles west of Tam Ky. Atrtillery fire was called i n
and B Battery, 3 - 82 artillery responded with a barrage that
destroyed the complex. All four VC were killed in the action.
An hour later, C Co. 3 - 21 ambushed a lone NVA 12 miles west of
Tam Ky, killing him in a hail of small arms fire.

Kkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkk kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkhkkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkk

vVC
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CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECAT i September 6 [?Sept7]
Mostly cloudy with scattered morning and afternoon showers. Winds
westerly at 5 to 8 knots and southeast along the coast in the
afternoon 8 to 15 knots.

Temperature H 91 L 76
Humidity H 90 % L 50%

CHU LAI (AMERICAL) T Extremely light action continued to prevail
over southern | Corps Friday, as Americal Division units reported
13 NVA and seven VC killed, two suspects detained and one weapon
captured.

* k k k k% *

FREDERICK HILL 71 Action in the operational zone of the 196th
Bde. centered around the A-QGillmllEnilessivesof t he 3

of Tam Ky.
At 1445, Charlie Co. found the body of an NVA while sweeping
and area 14 miles west of Tam Ky. The enemy so Idier had been

killed by small arms fire.

Fifteen minutes later, in the same area, D co. came across the
bodies of three NVA. They had been killed by small arms fire
also.

El sewhere, the AGi mletso of B Co., while wor
of Tam Ky, spo  tted five NVA attempting to evade them. B Battery,
3- 82 artillery immediately responded to their call for artillery,
killing four.

B Battery accounted for another kill when its guns opened up on
a lone VC with another barrage of 105 rounds in the same area as
the previous encounter.
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CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECASTI September 8
Cloudy with frequent showers. Winds northwest from 8 to 12 knots
with gusts to 20 knots

Temperature H 83 L 76
Humidity H 92% L 60%
CHU LAI (AMERICAL) 1 Action in southern | Corps continued to be

moderate Saturday as Americal Division soldiers reported killing
33 NVA and seven VC.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkk

FREDERICK HILL 7 Elements of the 196th Inf. Bde. accounted for

the deaths of 33 NVA and two VC in an area 10 - 12 miles west of Tam
Ky yesterday.

The AGIi ml et so of -RIlaf\discovered.the Bass grave
of nine NVA soldiers while w orking in an area 12 miles west of Tam

Ky. All had been killed by small arms fire.
In the same area, earlier in the day, the bodies of nine other

NVA were found at two different grave sites by A Co. 2 -1 Inf. and
B. Co.3 - 21 Inf. four of the dead had be en killed by artillery and
the other s by small arms fire.

A mile east of the grave sites, the men of D Co. 3 - 21 Inf. were
engaged by a group of 8 - 10 NVA. Guns of the 3- 82 artillery,

firing in support of the Americal infantrymen, killed four. Two
othe r enemy soldiers were killed by Delta Co.

At 1340, the ALegionnai-l.fsrecoveréedthh Co, 2
bodies of two NVA who had been killed by a faBI
from F Troop, 8th Cav.

Anot her ABlue Ghosto gunship accounted for t
more enemy soldiers when it engaged and killed two VC 1?
miles west of Tam Ky.

Elsewhere, Alpha Co. 3 - 21 Inf. discovered the bodies of two
NVA. The Communists were killed by artillery in an area 12 miles
west of Tam Ky.

In the final action of the da y,CCo.1 -46 Inf. spotted
approximately 15 NVA 10 miles southwest of Tam Ky. The guns of the
3- 82 artillery responded to the call for artillery by bombarding
the area with 105mm rounds, killing five of the fleeing enemy.
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Vol. 3 No.2 55 Americal Daily New Sheet Friday Sept. 12,1969

CHU LAl AREA WEATHER FORECASTI Sept. 13
Continued fair to partly cloudy and warm. Winds will be light and

variable becoming easterly in the afternoon at 5 - 10 knots.
TEMP HUM IDITY
HIGH 95 HIGH -95
LOW75 LOW -50

CHU LAI (AMERICAL) 1 Stepped up fighting Thursday in southern |
Corps resulted in the Americal Division units killing 42 NVA and
18 VC. Seventeen individual weapons and six crew - served weapons
were seized during the day.

FREDERICK HILL 8LZ Siberia, a forward fire base of the 4 - 31 Inf.
weathered an early morning attack by an NVA sapper battalion in
which 31 enemy soldiers were killed and one captured.

The LZ was attacked under the cover of intensive RPG,
recoilless and B - 40 rocket fire. The sappers were also equipped
with flamethrowers.

The attack was repelled by company B of the battalion with fire

support from C Battery, 3rd Battalion of the 82nd Atrtillery, also
located on Siberia.

Before the fighting was over, the enemy was also pounded by
Army and Air Force gunships and tactical air strikes.

Among the captured weapons were 11 AK -4706s an-&0, K
rocket launchers, and a flamethrower.
In other action in the 196th Bde. operational zone, gunships of

F Troop, 8th Cav. killed eight Viet Cong in three separate
encounters 8 - 10 miles northwest of Tam Ky. The actions occurred
within an hoursoé time yesterday afternoon.
Shortly before noon, while patrolling an area 15 m iles west of
Tam Ky, the men of Alpha Co. 3 - 21 Inf. received small arms fire
from an NVA element. Three of the enemy were killed in the
ensuing fire fight.
Elsewhere, the bodies of seven NVA soldiers were found by C Co.
3- 21 in an area 16 miles west of Tam Ky. Atrtillery fire was
listed as the cause of death.
The long range recon teams from Co. G. 75th Inf. (Rangers)
engaged five VC while on a mission west of Tam Ky. Fir was
exchanged briefly before the Communists broke contact and fled,
leaving beh  ind two dead.
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CHU LAI AREA WEATHER FORECASTI Sept. 19
Cloudy with showers with winds from northeast and west at 5 to 10
knots. [?northeast and west?]

Temperatu re H 85 L75
Humidity H 98 L 60

CHU LAI (AMERICAL) 1 Southern | Corps continued to be the scene
of light and scattered action Wednesday as Americal units killed
18 North Viethamese Regulars and three Viet Cong. T he bodies of
25 Communist soldiers, 17 NVA, were also reported discovered in
the daydés fighting.

* Kk k*k k%
Frederick Hill dln the first action of the day infantrymen of
Delta Co., 3 - 21 Inf., while working in an area 14 miles northwest

of Tam Ky,  spotted a lone NVA. The enemy soldier was immediately
engaged with small arms fire and killed.

A few minutes later, C. Co., 3 - 21 Inf. discovered the graves of
four VC eight miles west of Tam Ky. All had been killed by
artillery no more than 24 hours e arlier.

In the first of two actions involving troopers of F Troop, 8th
Cav., an was engaged and killed 21 miles west of Tam Ky at 1050.
Three hours later another lone NVA was spotted and killed by
the Cav. unit 1? miles west of Tam Ky.
Elsewhere, the bodies of 17 NVA Regulars were discovered by the

men of Charlie Co., 4 - 31 Inf. as they swept an area 20 miles wets
of Tam Ky.

The graves of eight VC were found by elements of the 2 -1 Inf.
yesterday morning.

The first find was made by C Co., in an area eight miles west

of Tam Ky. The four enemy soldiers had been killed by artillery.
Three hours later, Delta Co. uncovered the graves of the other
four communists, killed by small arms fire, eight miles northwest

of Tam Ky.
In action Monday, a g roup of approximately 100 VC was observed
seven miles north of Tam Ky. Battery A, 3 - 82 Attillery responded

to the call for artillery with a barrage of 105mm rounds. A
subsequent sweep of the area revealed 15 of the enemy had been
killed.
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Ft. Devens LOWELL SUN, 29 January 1967

Two Atrtillery Soldiers Get Air Crewman Wings

(Editor's Note: This is the continuing story of the day -to - day activ  ities
of the men now assigned to the former Devens - based 196th Light Infantry Brigade
now serving in Vietnam. Dubbed the "Tunnel Rats," the brigadesmen,
whose families and friends are residing at Fort Devens, Ayer and other nearby
communities are feature d in each of these reports. The reports are originated
by the public information office of the famed 25th Infantry "Tropic Lightning”
division and forwarded to The Sun's Ayer office from the Fort Devens PIO.

Today "The Flying Red Horsemen,” and a Groton captain attends a ceremonial
dinner.)
TAY NINH, Vietnam - Air Crewman Wings have been awarded to two artillery

lieutenants of the former Devens based 196th Light Infantry Brigade who have
completed 25 missions over hostile territory.
Lieutenants Ric hard H. Jackson of Newport, Me., and Michael Moseley of
Moorestown, N.J., are the first members of the Third Battalion, 82nd Attillery,
to qualify for the award.
The lieutenants flew as forward artillery observers for the "Flying Red
Horsemen," completi ng most of their missions during Operation Attleboro when
they were almost constantly in the air. In addition to adjusting artillery
fire on enemy targets, the officers acted as aerial observers, relayed radio
messages for units on the ground, and aided i n navigation for ground units.
Lieutenant Moseley has left the air for a tour as ground observer with the
Third Battalion, 21st Infantry, but Lieutenant Jackson continues flying between
missions as a ground observer with the special forces on CIDG opera tions.
TAY NINH, VIETNAM - The Third Battalion, 82nd Atrtillery , has donated 50 bags
of cement to the hamlet of Xon Ruong for the improvement of the hamlet's
school.
The gift is the result of a dinner at the artillery battalion's Officer's

club. Itw as attended by the hamlet chief and information chief of Xon Ruong,
and Battalion Officers Maj. Lawrence F. Grinnell of Portsmouth, R.l., Executive
Officer; Capt. Daniel P. Stanton of Groton, Mass., S -2; and Lt. Jon W.
Madzelan of Wrenthan, Mass., S - 5.
Discussed at the dinner were means of assisting the hamlet, including
suggestions for the training of a resident first - aid man, a retaining wall for
an eroding river - bank, and a volleyball game pitting the "Flying Red Horsemen"
against a team from the ham let.

The hamlet's school received a top priority decision, and to this end Lt.
Madzelan recently delivered to Xon Ruong the 50 bags of cement. The
battalion's weekly medcaps to the hamlet afford opportunities of seeing the
progress on the school, and h elp provide insights into what needs are yet to be
met in the Third Battalion's continuing assistance to Xon Ruong.



This next section is from materials that veterans received in the mail after

they returned to the states from serviceapmoowkisedt narme
from contributions from veterans and the copies | had received in the mail.

The ADVA Historian for 2021, Leslie Hines.
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Photo Caption: Former Devens Artillerymen in Vietnam

Following a devastating fire mission, crewmembers of the former

Devens based Third Battalion, 82nd Artillery , Clean their 105mm
howitzer "Attleboro,” named after o ne of the largest battles
fought in Vietnam. The crew members, although not identified, are

assigned to "Alpha" battery.
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38 Lowell Sun WEDNESDA Y, March 22, 1967
With the Devens Trained
196th Brigade in Vietnam

(Editor's Note: This is the continuing story of the day - to - day
activities of the men now assigned to the former Devens - based
196th Light Infantry Brigade now serving in Vietham. Some of the

brigadesmen featured in these stories have families and friends

residing at Fort Devens, Ayer and other nearby communities. The

reports are originated by the brigade's own public information

office at Tay Ninh and forwarded to the Sun's Ayer office from the
Ft. Devens PIO. Today: The "Guardians" evict Charlie, and the

name of the game.)

TAY NINH, Vietham - It is customary with most artillery pieces in
Vietnam to be give n a pet name by its faithful crews. But with
the 196th light infantry brigad e's third battalion, 82nd
artillery , the custom requires the gun crew to earn the name
before it can be bestowed upon the artillery weapon.

Recently, the Sixth Howitzer section of "B" battery became the
second gun crew to earn a name for its howitzer. It was
christened "Cedar Falls," after the massive allied operation in
the iron triangle, in which the crew distinguished itself.

The first howitzer to be named in the battalion was "Attleboro"
of "A" battery.

BRIGADIER General Richard T. Knowles, th e brigade commander,
told the artillerymen that they "may feel justifiably proud to
serve with the 3 rd battalion, 82nd artillery ... Itis one of
the best units in Vietham." The general issued his statement
during a brief ceremony at the forward command post.

The sixth howitzer section distinguished itself in operation
Cedar Falls during a VC mortar attack on their position. Sergeant
Franklin L. Thomas of Miami, Florida, section chief and his six -
man crew braved the hail of bursting mortar rounds to fire
retaliation rounds, halting the enemy's firing.
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WITH THE 196th IN VIETNAM
FORT DEVENS The following reports on the activities for the
per iod February 9 to 14 of the Fort Devens trained 196th Light
Infantry Brigade was furnished from the 196th Light Infantry
Brigade's Public Information Office in Vietnam:
"GUARDIANS" MAKE HAULS
TAY NINH, Vietnam.... The 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, 196 th
Light Infantry Brigade; went on a search and destroy mission
recently in Operation GADSDEN and thought they were back home

going through a super - market.
Search a village 300 meters from the battalion's forward
command post, Company A uncovered caches of rice, clothing, fish

oil, candy, and anything about the job the infantry does, going
out into the jungles and paddies and fields in search of the Viet
Cong, day after day?

Two men who were not infantry, but were curious about the
infantryman's job i n the war have done something towards finding
out. Privates First Class James Rodman (La Porte, Ind.)) and
Richard Johnston (Cincinnati, Ohio), both of Battery C, 3d
Battalion, 82d Atrtillery , 196th Light Infantry Brigade,
volunteered for duty as infantryme n in the brigade's 4th
Battalion, 31st Infantry during Operation GADSDEN.

"I volunteered so that | could learn what the infantrymen goes
through out in the field. | wanted to learn what it takes to be
an inf -any, volunteered to move to an exposed area 400 meters
forward through dense jungle, carrying litters, water and
ammunition. Constantly exposed to enemy small arms and mortar
fire, the pair were able to reach the wounded men, get them on the
litters and take them back to a rear landing zone for he licopter
evacuation.
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TAY NINH, Vietnam....A custom of the Vietnamese Tet holiday is
to give away money, and with the aid of Captain Jon W. M adzelan
(Wrentham, Mass.), civil affairs officer, and artilleryman of the
3d Battalion, 82d Atrtillery , 196th Light Infantry Brigade, the
school children of the Xon Ruong hamlet celebrated the holiday
early.
After the speeches had been made Captain Madze lan and the
artillerymen passed out red envelopes, each of which contained 20
piastres. Also, 450 sets of clothing and 1,800 bars of candy were
given to the children.
With 200 dollars left over, the artillerymen donated the money
to the village for the improvement of the school and to buy
equipment.
"The kids bowed and seemed happy as 'thank you's' were said
often," boasted CPT Madzelan.
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Lowell Sun WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 1967
With the Devens Trained 196th Brigade in Vietham

(Editor's Note: This is the continuing story of the day - to - day
activities of the men now assigned to the former Devens - based 196th
Light Infantry Brigade now serving in Vietham. Some of the brigadesmen

featured in these stories have families and friends residing at Fort
Devens, Ayer and other nearby communities. The reports are originated
by the brigade's own public information office now at Chu Lai and
forwarded to the Sun's Ayer office from the Ft. Devens PIO. Today: The
brigade's fire direction center).

TAY NINH, Vietham - " Enemy platoon in woodline...fire fore effect." To
the men of the fire direction center (FDC) of the third battalion, 82nd
Atrtillery assig ned to the former Devens based 196th Light Infantry Brigade,

these words crackling over the radio mean only two things: fast work and
intense concentration.
To handle fire missions against the Viet Cong during the day, and control

harassment and interdi ction (H&l) fires at night, the battalion FDC has two
teams of nine men each. Included on each shift is a fire direction officer, a
team chief, two computers, two chart and two radio - telephone operators (RTO's),

and a switchboard operator.
To process t  he numerous fire missions against the enemy, teamwork and skill
are the first essentials. Next, is speed. The speed with which a fire mission
is processed could often mean the lives of the forward observer (FO) requesting
the mission and the infantrymen with whom he is operating. But at no time can
speed mean recklessness. Before a single round leaves the tube of one of the
battalion's 105mm howitzers, the men of the FDC have plotted the location of
all friendly units in the area, and have made sure the forward observer is
exactly where he thinks he is. A mistake by the forward observer in the report
of his position could mean calling down an artillery barrage directly on
himself.
TO SAFEGUARD against this, the FDC has perfected a method called a
"na vigational round,” which can be requested by the FO to pinpoint his
location. Traveling through thick jungles and rugged terrain with no
distinguishable landmarks could mis - orient the FO as to his exact location. To
"find" himself on the map again, he me rely picks a landmark he believes to be
nearby, but which he cannot visually see, and request a "navigational round"
fired at this location. The round detonates 200 meters above the coordinates
the FO gave, emitting a puff of white smoke. When the "nav" round explodes,
the FO can then take an azimuth to the air burst and re - orient himself.
When the FO calls in a fire mission the FDC must be able to quickly and
accurately take the information from him, convert it into degrees of elevation
and deflection for sighting the howitzers, and then pass the sight settings on
to the gun crews. An error in calculation of only 10 mils or approximately
two - thirds of one degree (editor's note: a mil is a unit of angular measurement
equal to 1 - 6400 of 360 degrees) can result in disaster in the close quarter
fire fights common in Vietnam.)

(Continued)
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THE STRAIN and respo  nsibility are great to these men controlling the
brain which in turn, controls the massive claws of the fearsome creature known
as artillery. The computer and chart operators know that one slip of the slide
rule, or a plot in the wrong place on the map ma y mean firing hundreds of
meters from the desired location.
It is challenging work for the FC of the t hird battalion, 82nd Atrtillery but
each man is fully trained and skilled in his job. Functioning together, these
"men behind the men behind the guns" are one of the reasons the VC greatly fear
the work artillery.
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Gl Outsmarts Flame Thrower
Reds Play With Fire dBurned (24 June 69)

By SPEC. 5 BILL ELSEN - S&S Staff Correspondent
LANDING ZONE EAST, Vietham 1 The destructive enemy assault June 11th against
this small hilltop emplacement 30 miles southeast of Da Nang might have been
called a sapper attack if each side had not employed an unusual weapon.
In addition to their normal assault equipment, North Vietnamese carried -
and used effectively i a Russian made flame thrower, while LZ E:

turned loose Bill Cruse.
AThe attack mar ked one of t he r aroner hasibeemsuseda f | a me t

here, 0 said an Americal Div. spokesman.
The 2:20 a.m. attack was directed against an element of A. Co., 3rd Bn.,

21st Inf., 196th Light Inf. Brigade and B Battery, 3rd Bn., 82nd Artillery.

About 80 sappers stormed positions manned b y less than 130 Americans.

The usual barrage of mortar, rocket grenade, automatic weapons, and small arms fire
accompanied the sappers, one or more of whom also lugged in a Soviet LPO50 flame thrower
that weighs 50 pounds when itoés tanks are full.
Whle the main assault hit one main section of the h
Oak, Fla., was manning his platoonds command post on t
AFour of ficers were on the hill, o6 said Lt. Col . Jo
fi T h eiycluded an artillery liaison captain, a captain and lieutenant with the battery,
and 1st Lt. Fletcher Phillips, who commanded the infantry wuni
Early in the assault, one captained was killed and the other wounded. Phillips wa s
wounded and evacuated and the artillery lieutenant remained at one end of LZ East with
his battery. That left Cruse a staff sergeant, in command of the hill.
ALt Phillips was in t he tactical operations center (TOC)
Brandenburg. fiMost of the communications equipment was knocked out
A heavy concentration of enemy fire was poured into the area, but most of the damage
appeared to be the work of the flame thrower, which can release a three - second burst of
fire at ranges of up to 75 yards.
As the fire raged, Cruse moved carefully around the bunker line. He carried a radio
and directed helicopter gunships and flare ships, and Air Force Shadow searchlight and
Spooky gunships to the scene.
Six bunkers, the TOC, and the f ire direction center of the artillery battery and
mortar unit were destroyed or damaged, and at least five heavy weapons were damaged.
Sixteen Americans were dead and 33 wounded men were evacuated.
First light found 27 North Vietnamese dead in and arou nd the perimeter. Near the TOC
lay the flame thrower T two of its tanks empty. Close by was its dead operator, killed
by the suddenly stiffened defense which platoon leader Cruse had stepped in to rally.
When the Americal Division, Maj. Gen. Lloyd B. Ramsey arrived that morning to inspect
the hill, he approved an on the spot award of the Silver Star to Cruse, who was then
evacuated for treatment of his wounds.
As Ramsey stood on the hill, six 82mm mortar rounds landed nearby, and repair crews
moved in to beef up busy LZ East.
Cruse recovered from his wounds, returned to the defense a few days later.

I s p
side

il
he
hn Br an

(8 men from 3/82nd Atrtillery Battalion were killed in this attack).



Americal Inf. Div. SCRAPBOOK Edition 4 Page 1

for fighting men too busy to keep their own! (scrapbook)
(Totals for Jan - June 1969)
STATISTICAL LOOK AT DIVISION
ENEMY 6,838
KILLED
CHIEUHOI = - 1,171
WEAPONS  --------- 1,383
CAPTURED
MEDCAP - 2,777
MISSIONS
(PATIENTS) (264,753
TREATED)
FOOD DIS-  --------- 112 Tons
SELF HELP --------- 5,081
KITS
A VIP
Drops in
At3 -82

LZ BALDY i General Creighton Abrams, USARV commander, visited
various installations throughout the 196th Inf. bde. Included on
the itinerary was a tour of the fire support ba se at LZ Center.

As Gen. Abrams toured B Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty ., he shook
hands and stopped to talk with some of the soldiers.

SGT David Galliher (Pensacola, Fla.) escorted the general

around the 3-82 Aibig gund section, showing BSmm part s
howitzer and the fighting bunkers around the parapet.

AGener al Abr ams seemed pl eased wi t h t he ;
Gall i her. AEverything was in good order. [ v
and explain my sectionbs functions. 0

CPT Felix Paterson (Madison, Wi sc.), battery commander stated,
AnGener al Abrams | i ked the | ayout of the batt

construction of the gun parapets. He was pleased with the living
quarters, the way the bunkers were secured and how they were
strategically well placed and wel |-fortified. o
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NVA Sappers Repelled In Fight - out
CHU LAl T Sappers from NVA units operating in the Hiep Duc Valley were
turned back in an attempt to overrun a Division fire base and pave the way for
an attack on the refugee center at Hiep Duc, twenty miles west of Tam Ky.
The purpose of the early morning attack was evidently to tie up artillery
gun crews in their own defense, so that anot her NVA force would not have to
face the guns in attacking the refugee center. Both attacks failed.
In the early morning hours, LZ Siberia was hit by RPG, recoilless rifle, and
intense automatic weapons fire. Sappers carrying grenades, satchel charges and
flamethrowers moved up to the perimeter wire.
Their advance had been slowed by artillery fire from the battery on the
hilltop base and by more rounds flying from LZ West, a nearby fire base. As
contact continued, Army gunships and Air Force tactic al air strikes were called
in.
The two NVA companies moved up the hill from the west and the north and
after breaching the outer wire, used their grenades, satchel charges and
flamethrowers to get close to the inner wire. But they ran head on into
combined infantry and artillery firepower which stopped them dead.

The defenders of the hill, a company from the 196th
Inf., poured small arms fire on the NVA, stalling the attack at the wire. The
effect of the 105mm howitzers from the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty firing point blank

into the NVA broke the attack and pushed it off the hill.
The retreating NVA left behind 32 dead on the slopes of LZ Siberia. One
enemy was captured as infantrymen combed the weapons - strewn hill at first
light. am ong the captured equipment were rifles, grenades, satchel charges,
several rocket launchers and one of the flame throwers.
The following attack on Hiep Duc was folded by the combined efforts of the
U.S. artillery and units of ARVN soldiers based in Hiep Duc. As the enemy
pushed toward the center from the west, air strikes and artillery broke up all
coordination in their efforts. At this point, ARVN forces met the enemy units
and drove them back.
The sapper attack and the drive toward the refugee cen ter followed the same
pattern as a similar attack on LZ West earlier, which kicked off 12 days of
fighting around Hiep Duc. Both attacks have failed and LZs Siberia and West
continue to stand guard over the Hiep Duc Valley.
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Rebuild
After VC
Terrorize
LZ BALDY-- A platoon of VC terrorists ravaged the Phu Hiep
refugee village located 17 miles north of Tam Ky City.

The remains of the village included burnt patches of ground and
stone foundations standing in the ruins. The new school, which
the villagers had built and were very proud of, had two gaping
holes in the walls where VC rocke ts penetrated. The roof of the
marketplace had jagged pieces of sky showing through as the result
of mortar explosions.

SGT Robert Wiggins (Las Vegas), a heavy weapons advisor at Moc
Bai, recalled what had taken place during the night, "The VC ran
thro ugh the village with hand grenades and threw them into
hooches."

When Pham Sung, the village chief, requested help in rebuilding
the destroyed village, the Division's 196th Inf. Bde. Civil
Affairs section came to his aid.

Under the direction of MAJ J ames lha (Wahiwa, Hawaii) the
devastated village was rebuilt by supplying over 8,000 pounds of
scrap wood and 50 sheets of used tin brought in by truckloads to
rebuild the razed homes.

The supplies went through Government of Vietham (GVN) channels
and w ere given to the village chief for equal distribution to the
35 families in need.

A GVN loud -speaker political warfare team from Quang Nam
Province reassured the village population that the GVN would

support and protect them in the future. The team als 0 condemned
the VC for the vicious and wanton raid on the peaceful farmers.

Members of the 3rd of the 82nd Arty.'s MEDCAP cared for 35
villagers suffering from fragmentation wounds. MEDCAP then called
in choppers to evacuate 18 more seriously injured V ietnamese to Da
Nang.

When Pham Sung was asked why the VC attacked, he stated, "They
hit the village to capture men and scare people into working for
them." However, the chief said his people would never leave their
village. (196th 10)



This section co ntains articles that were printed in the Americal

Di visionbs newspaper, the ASOUTHERN
were published intermittently approximately monthly beginning

with May 1968, then later in 1969 they were published weekly

through until the di vision stood down in November 1971.
Approximtely 118 issues have been located or around 40% of the
newspapers published.

CROSSo.
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'‘Chargers' Fight On In Wheeler/Wallowa (photo of 196 LIB
patch). Story By SGT Paul S. Forman
Art By SP4 Brian C. Bardwell
Photos By 196th Inf. Bde
LZ BALDY-- When the 196th Light Infantry Brigade, the Army's first light
brigade, landed on the beaches of Vung Tau in mid - August, 1966, it was the

beginning of continuous and successful contact for the "Chargers" throughout
Vietnam.

The Brigade originally set up its base camp four miles west of Tay Ninh
City on the edge of Communist War Zone C. In heavy combat, the "Chargers"
scored impressive vict ories over the Viet Cong in Operations ATTLEBORO, CEDAR
FALLS, JUNCTION CITY, GADSDEN a nd LANCASTER, kiling more than 700 VC and
destroying numerous enemy base camps and supplies.

First Move

In the first of many moves, the 196th came to Chu Lai in Ap ril 1967, to
reinforce the 11l Marine Amphibious Force units in | Corps.

As the first major Army unit in | Corps, the "Chargers" assumed
responsibility for defense of the Marine air base at Chu Lai.

During the first few months in Chu Lai, the Brigade opened two major
highways to Allied travel, while killing 400 VC and disrupting enemy plans.
In November, 1967, after becoming an organic brigade of the newly - formed

Americal Division, the 196th moved again. This time it moved to Hill 35,
north of Tam Ky, which brought with it the responsibility for Operation
WHEELER/WALLOWA.

In this, the Brigade's longest sustained operation, the "Chargers" have
accounted for 3,500 enemy soldiers killed and 1,100 weapons captured.

In the first major contact of t he new operation, "Polar Bears" of the 4th
Bn., 31st Inf., teamed up with "F" Troop, 17th Armored Cavalry in a three - day
battle. The action cost the 2nd NVA Division 118 dead and 56 enemy weapons
captured.

Two weeks after the contact, known as the Than ksgiving Day Battle, a 38 -
member VC unit surrendered under the Brigade's Chieu Hoi program.

The "Gimlets" -- of the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf. , presented the Brigade with its
finest Christmas present by uncovering an enemy cache containing 140 weapons.

Tet Off ensive

The new year brought the "Chargers" into their heaviest contact with the

2nd NVA Division. The action left another 466 enemy killed, as the stepped -up
offensive by the NVA failed.

In early February the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf,, was called upon to su pport the 1st
Marine Division in defense of Da Nang. In a three -day battle, the

"Legionnaires," in Task Force MIRACLE, dealt a swift and decisive blow to NVA
elements trying to infiltrate the Da Nang Military Complex. In a brief

contact, 317 NVA regulars were killed and 33 weapons captured.

In March, the Brigade moved to LZ Baldy and the surrounding landing zones.
Contact quickly picked up as artillerymen from the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty ., joined
Brigade infantrymen in a 10 - hour battle. Pinpoint artillery fire supported

the ground action and accounted for 34 of the 78 enemy Kkilled.
(Continued)
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Large Weapons Cache

In April, a former NVA soldier led Bravo company, 4th Bn.,
31st Inf., to a well - camouflaged hospital. After securing the
complex, an intensive search turned up 225 enemy weapons -- 28 of
which were crew served - and a massive quantity of ammunition.

Soon the Brigade was again on the move. The planned inv asion

of the NVA stronghold in the A Shau Valley brought them to Camp
Evans, north of Phu Bai. During Operation DELAWARE, the Brigade
provided security for the 1st Air Cavalry Division base camp.

As the operation was drawing to a close, the 3/21 "Gimle ts"
moved north of Dong Ha to engage the enemy in a fierce 10 - day
battle. Part of Operation NAPOLEON/SALINE, the battalion killed
579 NVA regulars and captured 129 weapons.

Returning to LZ Baldy and Operation WHEELER/WALLOWA the
brigadesmen combined ar tillery, air strikes and fierce ground
fire to whip a determined NVA force. The three - day battle for
Hill 406 and two other hills west of Baldy netted 30 enemy killed
and numerous weapons captured.

The "Chargers" are under the command of COL Frederick J.
Kroesen.

Photo Captions:

1. Pencil Drawing of two soldiers walking with their M - 16s at
the ready
in full gear including helmets.
2. Photo - 196th medic treats boy
3. Photo - Resupply chopper brings goods to the field.
4. Photo - ' Charger' cautiously enters tunnel
5. Photo - Elusive enemy constantly sought.
(Men riding on ACAV with .50 caliber and M - 60 machine

guns at the ready.)
6. Smoke marks the spot for approaching choppers.



‘Flying Red Horsemen* blast away at NVA
Page 5 Southern Cross August 30, 1968

7. 'Flying Red Horsemen'b last away at NVA.
(Note 3/82nd Artillerymen observe their 205mm rounds
impacting way out in the valley below them.
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Enemy Encircled On River Island

LZ BALDY-- A modern - day combat assault combine d with a classic encircling
movement were the tactics used recently by a battalion of the 196th Inf. Bde.
and gunships of the 71st Avn. Co. to kill 140 Viet Cong.

The action, in which 18 individual weapons also were captured, occurred
south of Hoi An as part of Operation Wheeler/Wallowa.

The setting for the operation was an island in the middle of a fast - flowing
river which the VC had considered their private domain.

Artillery Softens Landing

A landing zone on the island was the first prepped by artillery fire from D
Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty, "Gimlets" of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. were then
carried to the island by choppers. They began their assault at a secondary LZ
to catch the VC fleeing from the artillery rounds hitting the primary zone.

C Co. was the first to spot the evading enemy.

"We saw 33 VC with packs and weapons preparing to cross the river to
safety," said CPT James D. Smith, C Co. CO. "The gunships were on them
instantly. Only eight escaped the "Firebirds", and we got them whe n they
turned to run back."

The following night, "slicks" from the 71st Avn. Co. transported pneumatic
boats to the area to enable the "Gimlets" to prepare yet another surprise for

"Charlie".
VC Trapped
While a security force remained behind, men of B and C Cos. silently paddled
across the river, landing on two of the three sides of the triangular - shaped

land mass. They then proceeded inland, as the VC retreated towards the one
remaining avenue of escape.
LTC James E. Armstrong, the battalion c ommander, explained what happened
next. "Our D Co. immediately executed a combat assault under the protective
fire from the 'Firebirds' on the remaining side of the island. We had the VC
surrounded and they knew it."
The main body then began to split up, running in every direction, but
"Charger" infantrymen were everywhere.
B Co. commander CPT David O. Treadwell described the action that followed.
"As each platoon swept forward, a squad would trail behind and pick off the VC

as they tried to sneak behind the advancing elements. Their only hope was to
get into a hole, but most of them never made it."
No Escape
Some did manage to elude the trap, however, and get to the river. But as
they tried to escape, the "Gimlet" security force, which was controlling the

pneumatic boats, went into action. They cast off and pursued the fleeing VC
through the maze of small islets and tributaries.
As a result of this one night's action, 64 VC were killed and numerous
sampans filled with packs and weapons were either captured or sunk.
In summing up the combined operation of the 4th Bn., 21st Inf., and the 71st
Avn. Co., LTC Armstrong concluded, "We were pulling out all the stops and using
every trick in the book, but we got them where they thought we cou ldn'tgo -- and
we got them all."
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(continued)

Recent Arrivals

The 1st Bn., 82nd Arty., recently arrival from Ft. Lewis,
Wash., became operational on Aug. 9. It is a composite battalio n
consisting of three 155mm Howitzer batteries and one 8 -inch
Howitzer battery. It is organized as a standard general support
battalion for an infantry division. Its role is the same as that
of the other two battalions.

Also assigned to Divarty are G Btry., 55th Arty. (Machinegun)
and the 251st and 252nd Radar Detachments. The primary mission of
the machinegun battery is to provide perimeter protection. The
radar detachments give counter - mortar protection and information
to further bring first -round accuracy on suspected enemy mortar,
rocket, or artillery locations.

The searchlight PIt. of G Btry., 29th Arty., which is attached
to Divarty provides illumination for all supported fire bases in
the division area.

Important Sections.

Under Headqu arters and Headquarters Battery are four important
sections. The Ballistic Meteorological Section collects weather
data for fire adjustment. The Surveillance Radar Section detects
targets moving on the ground up to a range of 18,000 meters. the
Aviation Section gives air intelligence, and the Communications
Section provides the division commander with an alternate division
communication network.

In addition to the units previously mentioned, there are other

direct support artillery units which are org anic to Americal's
three brigades: the 6th Bn., 11th Arty, with the 11th Inf. Bde;
the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty , with the 196th Inf. Bde; and the 1st Bn.,

14th Arty with the 198th Inf. Bde.
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Moniker Is Mouthful
The alphabet has 26 letters, but 1LT Richard Ha Jr. is not too
far behind. He has 23 letters . . in his middle name. Are you
ready for this? The name is: KEAWEIKEKAHIAIUOKAMOKII.
A native of Hawaii, the officer is a forward observer of Btry.
C,3rdBn. ,82nd Arty ., 196th Inf. Bde. His name means "Tree of
strength,"” and refers to the Ha family's royal blood.
Can anyone top this nametag stretcher?
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Combat In Review

Calling About ‘hcrlle’ “

A “Charger” RTO from the 196th Inf. Bde. calls for
artillery support from the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty. during recent
action south of Hoi An. (Photo by SP5 Dave L. Tyler, 523rd
Sig. Bn.)
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Photo Caption - Calling About 'Charlie’
A "Charger" RTO from the 196th Inf. Bde. calls for artillery
support from the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty . during recent action south

of Hoi An. (Photo by SP5 Dave. L. Tyler, 523rd Sig. Bn.)
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Combat In Review
Fast S upport
Ends Ambush
CHU LAl -- A company of "Chargers" from the 196th Inf. Bde
found out how valuable good support is when "Charlie" is making
the going tough.
As a2nd Bn. 1st Inf. company moved toward its nigh defensive
position, the VC sprang a letha | ambush.
"They had a good position on an island and seemed to have
plenty of ammo," said CPT James Schmit (Brooklyn, N.Y.), D Co.
commander.
Not long after the first enemy shot was fired, the big 105mm
howitzer rounds from the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty . be gan to rain on
the enemy's fortified positions.
While sporadic fire was continuously sprayed at the
"Chargers," two F - 104 jets swooped out of the sky with their
500- pound bomb payloads to silence the last of the VC guns.
The "Charger" company moved o ut with the reassurance that
there is always someone there to help -- and fast.
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Two LZs Stop NVA Sapper Attack

CHU LAI - Two early morning attacks by NVA forces on division fire
bases were repulsed in a day of heavy contact, with 55 NVA and seven VC
killed, and the bodies of 15 enemy soldiers found later in the day.

Hard - pressed infantrymen, along with artillery elements beat off a
strong enemy assault on LZ East, 11 miles west of Tam Ky.

The men from the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf ., and the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty
aided by Army gunships and Air Force "Spooky" and "Shadow" aircraft
stopped a company size force that attacked their position behind a heavy
RPG barrage.

"They were everywhere. At least 50 of them, all over the place,"
said SGT John Berrilli (Lawrence, Mass.), a perimeter guard at the time
of the  attack.

The enemy employed satchel charges, RPGs, and a flamethrower in their
assault, moving under a cover of heavy machinegun fire.

SP4 James Kahele (Honolulu) and SP4 Frank Ware (San Francisco) were
in one bunker when the explosion of a satchel ¢ harge damaged their
position.

After the smoke cleared they noticed that the adjacent bunker had
also been hit and overrun.

"That bunker was equipped with a .50 cal. machinegun which | knew we
had to get working because of the heavy firepower it could put out,"
said Kahele.

Stymied Escape

Ware and Kahele moved from their position, fought their way into the
overrun bunker, got the machinegun working, and effectively blocked the
NVA's escape route through a hole in the wire.

The only officer on the LZ was wounded early in the attack and SSG
William Cruse (Live Oak, Fla.), the acting platoon leader, quickly took
over to direct the defense of the fire base.

Cruse moved around the perimeter throughout the 45 minute attack
coordinating friendly fi re, calling for dustoffs, and directing the
aircraft and choppers.

Awarded Medal

For his actions during the night. Cruse was presented the Silver
Star for gallantry by COL Thomas H. Tackaberry (Fairfax, Va.), brigade
commander.

Later, the platoon swept the area and discovered the bodies of 27 NVA
on the wire.

..... remainder of story is about action involving 1/82nd
Artillery Battalion fighting off a sapper attack on LZ Liz.
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Artillery MEDCAP Cures llls
With Soap, Smiles, Pills
LZ BALDY-- A 196th Bde. doctor examines the neck of an infant Viethamese
boy and skilled hands move carefully over the child's throat.

Nearby an assistant applies a bandage on a foot wound of an elderly man, and
seated on a bench another aide prepares a syringe.

Cleanliness

Anxiously crowding around the doctor and his helpers are dozens of
Vietnamese, young and old, who are patiently awaiting medical care.

To the personnel who conduct the MEDCAPs of the 3rd Bn. , 82nd Arty ., this
scene is typical whether it be an old, dilapidated building, a school room, or
a hootch in a busy market place.

"One of the primary objectives of our MEDCAP program, is to teach the
Vietnamese people personal hygiene," said CPT Robert Lehman (Carlsbad, N.M.),
battalion surgeon.

"Many of their problems would be eliminated if they kept clean. We give the
people a half a bar of soap and show them how to use it. A majority of them
have never seen a bar of soap before."

Puzzled

A glance at their frail bodies is evidence that malnutrition is a common
problem of the average villager, and for this reason medics carry an ample
supply of vitamin pills which they distribute.

When first presented with these vitamins, the indi vidual looks puzzled, but
with proper explanation and instruction from an interpreter, he soon learns
their purpose.

The use of medical drugs to combat the spread of disease and infection is an
important preventive measure employed by the medics.

Smiles

"We treat many people with penicilin and other anti - biotics,” said SSG
Lynwood Nozwothry (Columbus, Ga.), section NCOIC.

"Most of them will never come back for further help, so we do our best to
aid them in one treatment.”

Children of all a ges are popular patients and often their only complaints
are headaches and sore throats.

"To remedy this," SSG Nozworthy added, we are always equipped with plenty of
aspirin and cough syrup. To a small child, receiving a bottle of cough syrup
is a real treat."

SP5 Arthur Miller (Bradford, Pa.), senior aide man, remarked, "The people
are quite responsive to us. We can help as many as a hundred villagers in an
hour and still have a waiting line." (196th 10)
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PFC Strums One Mean Guitar

LZ BALDY-- PFC Mike Weaver, an artilleryman, has communicated
most of his life, either delivering inspiring sounds as lead
guitarist with the popular Buffalo Springfield Band or running an
army message center.

Weaver, fr om Valley Station, Ky., joined his first rock and
roll band while still in high school.

"We started our five piece band in 1961 -- then known as the
"Rubgees'," said Weaver. "It was just about the same time when
the Beatles were really the "in' group.”

The band started playing at high school dances and then
advanced to hotels and clubs. Later, the name was changed to
Buffalo Springfield.

The group performed at the Monterrey Pop Festival in Tennessee,

and made television appearances on American Band stand and
Hullabaloo.

In addition to being lead guitarist, Weaver is also a lyricist,
and is co - writer of the song " Rock and Roll Woman ", a number which
shot the Buffalo Springfield to an overnight success.

Presently Weaver works in the headquarters battery message
center of the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty ., and does everything from

driving a truck to distributing newspapers and running a
mimeograph machine.

"It sure is a far cry from those band days," remarked Weaver,
"but in my spare time | strum my guita r and reflect on those good
ol' musical years." (196th 10)
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FRIENDLY GIANT GUARDS VALLEY

LZ BALDY-- An Americal artillery battery stands 160 meters above fertile

Hiep Duc Valley and provides valuable secu rity for the gigantic pacification
efforts conducted in the lowland area below.
In a two month period, every able hand of D Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty

pitched in to convert LZ Siberia from a barren hill to livable and effective
fire support base.

Enemy Terror

Hiep Duc has been the site of hundreds of returning refugees in recent
months. In 1965 government officials of Vietham were forced to evacuate the
area in the wake of devastating terrorist attacks by VC/NVA forces.

Now, through the ¢ ombined efforts of the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 4th Bn., 31st
Inf ., and The Military Assistance Command Vietnam (MACV), the Hiep Duc
Government has returned home, 35 miles northwest of Tam Ky.

D Bty. assumes a very important role in providing protection for th
returning landowners, but it has taken many hours of hot work to get the
landing zone ready.

Level Hill
Unlike the other fire support bases of 3- 82, Siberia is unique in that it is
built in the form of a shelf or plateau; the hootches and bunker s are situated

below the gun.

The advantage to this," stated SP4 Graham Stockdale (Bedford, Ky.) "is that
you can shoot very low with the 105 howitzers without hitting any of the
hootches or other structures."

Real Homey

Securing an LZ means mor e than just clearing an area and providing places for
gun sites; it also involves constructing suitable living quarters for the men.

D Btry . has moved its location several times, the most recent move from LZ
Ryder.

According to cannoneer PFC Jeffrey Hill (Evansville, Ind.) "It wasn't easy
getting settled here. Our living quarters when we first got to Siberia
consisted of culverts, which are small shelters built of galvanized steel. "Two
men slept in these.

Eventually we built hootches from ammo boxe s and sandbags."

The men of the fire support battery now are well prepared to provide

security for the surrounding area. (1 -8210)
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Wireman
Pens Lyrics,
Record Cut
LZ BALDY-- For SP4 Elane Keyes (Jacksonville, Fla.) writing
songs was just a pastime, but now it seems that this lyrical
talent may actually pay off for him.
"Ever since | can remember, I've liked to write songs," said
Keyes, a wireman for the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty . "Not only do | wri te
in my spare time but when I'm working at the switchboard at
headquarters battery | write down ideas that come to me.
"l was working on the words from a song called 'Golden
Memories' --- actually it was no different from any other of my
compositions, o r so | thought. However, as | began to add more
words, things seemed to fall into place. The words sounded better
than any others I've ever written."
Pleased with the results of his efforts, Keyes decided to go
all out. "I felt I couldn't go wrong se nding the words to a music
company, so | sent 'Golden Memories' to the Music City
Songcrafters in Nashville, Tenn."
A short time later Keyes received a surprise package in the
mail. The music company liked the words to the song so much that
they adapte  d country and western style to the piece. They sent
Keyes a recording of the song along with a list of publishers to
which he could send the song.
"I never thought they would accept it," said Keyes. "Now |
think I'll send the record to a publisher -- if it happened once, |
guess it can happen again."
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Tug- Of- War With RPG

LZ BALDY - Quick thinking on the part of two soldiers averted a
possible disaster and saved the lives of two other men.

While sett  ing out trip flares along the wires which line the
perimeter of Hgs. Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty .. SP4 Wirt Mcie
(Webster Springs, W. VA.) noticed a strange looking object
protruding from the ground. Mcie advanced to the object and began
pulling it out. H owever, since he didn't know exactly what the
item was, he stopped tugging and decided to report the discovery
to his superior.

Upon receiving Mcie's news, SGT Russell White (Peoria, Ill.)
who was in charge of the detail went to the area of the find.

"When | saw the object, | figured it was a rocket from the
shape of the tail," said White. 1told the other two men who with
Mcie and myself to clear the area, since the device could possibly

explode.”

White immediately called the first sergeant who in turn
contacted the Explosive Ordnance Team.

When the team arrived, they said the thought - to - be rocket was

really an RPG 7 (rocket propelled grenade), the largest made by
the NVA. Since the explosive and firing devices of the grenade
were still bur ied in the ground, it could not be disarmed,;
therefore, the experts along with the help of White, attached a
wire to the tail fin and from a distance pulled it out.

The explosive, believed to be one fired during the May
offensive, was taken away to a s afer area where it could be dealt
with accordingly. (196th 10)
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SAME SOLDIER, SAME UNIT, TOGETHER AGAIN

LZ BALDY - Rejoining his old unit after three years lapse, one
Vietnam returnee finds con siderable change in "personnel and
equipment.”

SFC Samuel O'Neal (Stevenson, W. Va.) came to Vietnam July 15,
1966, after the 196th Inf. Bde. was activated at Ft. Devens, Mass.

He was attached to the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty . at that time and worked
in commun ications.

The 196th Bde. was at first stationed at Tay Ninh for seven
months, then moved to Chu Lai during O'Neal's last five months.

We brought raw recruits over with us when we came in 1966," said
O'Neal. "We trained the men by putting them through an advanced
individual training course (AIT), my job being to train in the
field of communications. The
recruits learned fast and adapted quickly to their new
environment."  After serving that first year in Vietnam,

O'Neal returned to the United Sta tes and was stationed at Ft.
Bragg, N.C. in the communications sections he stayed there until
July 1969.

Now in his second tour O'Neal is back with his old unit, the
3- 82, and working, as might be expected, as communications chief.

"The 3-82 certainl y has changed since 1966," noted O'Neal. "The
unit has acquired more personnel and equipment and has expanded
its area of operations. One of the biggest changes is the living
guarters. When we settled at Tay Ninh and Chu Lai our only
shelters were tents. T he hooches we now have make living more
comfortable.”
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Grooving With Games
And Home- Style Smiles

LZ BALDY-- When you have attractive Red Cross girls around to

cheer you up, Vietnam somehow ceases to b e the arena of rice

paddies, booby traps and trip flares -- at least for a little while
Periodically at the request of the battery commanders, Red

Cross girls from the Division visit the batteries of 3rd Bn., 82nd

Arty .  Their mission is to entertain the soldiers with programs of

activity and to help them take their minds off of the combat

situation.

Called the Supplemental Recreational Activities Overseas
(SARO), the program is sponsored by the Red Cross and is found
only in Korea and Vietnam.

The Red Cross girls bring with them a program of fun and
surprises.

"We offer such activities as matching games, puzzles and
quizzes," said Miss Laraine Young (Lexington, N.C.). "The
activities give the fellows a chance to compete with one another
and feel a sense of achievement; in this way they relax and take
their minds off war. It also breaks up their daily routine,”
continued Miss Young.

In their visits to the individual fire support bases, the girls

often bring books and refreshments in addition t o the wide
assortment of games.
“Informality is a key - not of the program,” stated Diane Schmidt

(Richmondfield, Wisc.). "Even if the boys don't actually learn
anything from the activities, at least they're in a setting where
they can have a little fun. "
The job of these Red Cross volunteers is often - times more than
just providing amusement.
"Everyday is different. You never know who you'll meet from
day to day. And sometimes just a smile is all you need to build
up their morale of these soldiers ," concluded Miss Young. (196th
10)
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Combat In Review

Squad Takes Cover

In Enemy Cemetery

LZ BALDY -- Afour - man point squad was searching for a
suspected VC basecamp when they walked into a deadly ambu sh and
ironically hid behind enemy gravestones to stay alive.

The morning was cloudy with only a slight breeze as D Co., 2nd
Bn., 1st Inf. began searching for a possible VC fortification near

the Song Ly Ly River about 35 miles northwest of Chu Lai.

Reports indicated the area contained caches of rice and
weapons. Two days prior, a VC element had been seen moving
through the location.

Leaving the rest of the 196th Inf. Bde. unit 40 meters behind,
the four - man point element cautiously moved toward t he suspected
enemy camp.

Spotting what looked like a camp, the four men crouched low and
crawled into the apparently abandoned enemy base. Suddenly, the
enemy opened fire from a woodline a short distance to their front.

"Hit the ground," yelled S P4 Tim Miles (Boise, Idaho). Pinned
to the ground, the young forward observer carefully reached for
the radio strapped to his back and called A Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd
Arty ., for support.

"I raised my head slightly to survey the situation," said
Miles, "a  nd noticed the point man of our squad was wounded in the
leg. |yelled for the medic, who crawled to help the wounded
man."

Another member of the squad raised to his knees and was ready
to throw a grenade when an enemy round ripped through the upper
part of his arm.

The remainder of D Co. was laying down a wall of protective
fire for the estimated platoon size VC ambush.

"The company was still too far away to help evacuate the
wounded," said Miles, "so we dragged them about 50 meters to a
graveya rd beyond the camp and hid behind the headstones."

for two hours D Co. battled the VC force and after consistent
pounding of the position by artillery, the enemy retreated. After
the wounded were taken out, the infantrymen swept the area,
finding five VC killed and more than 300 pounds of rice hidden in
bunkers. (196th 10)
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AVIP DROPSINAT3 -82

LZ BALDY - General Creighton Abrams, USARV commander, visited
various installations throughout the 196th Inf. Bde. Included in
the itinerary was a tour of the fire support base at LZ Center.

As Gen. Abrams toured B Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty ., he shook
hands and stopped to talk with some of the soldiers.
SGT David Galliher (Pensacola, Fla.) escorted the general around

the 3 -82 "big gun" section, showing him parts of the 105mm
howitzer and the fighting bunkers around the parapet.

"General Abrams seemed pleased with the armament said Galliher.
"Everything was in good order. | was prou d meet him and explain my
section's functions.”

CPT Felix Peterson (Madison, Wisc.), battery commander stated,

"General Abrams liked the layout of the battery, especially the

construction of the

parapets. He was pleased with the living quarters, the w ay the
bunkers were secured, and how they were strategically well placed

and well - fortified."

Also accompanying General Abrams were LTC Herbert Knight (Oxon
Hill, Md.), battalion commander, and 1SG James Kelley (Lawton,

Okla.) (196th 10)
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Is This The MARS Station?

SGT Billy Morris (Appling, Ga.), a fire direction controller
for C Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty., listens carefully as he receives
instructions for firing another volley at the enemy.

{Photo by SP5 M. L. Hoskinson, Americal 10)
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Photo Caption: Is This The MARS Station?
SGT Billy Morris (Appling, Ga.), a fire direction controller
for C Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty ., listens carefully as he receives
instructions for firing another volley at the enemy. (Photo by
SP5 M. L. Hoskinson, Americal 10)
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ARTY. ARVNs TEAM,
POUND NVA FORCE
By PFC CARL EKENGREN

LZ WEST - Throughth e combined efforts of Americal and ARVN soldiers, a
major enemy offensive was thwarted near Hiep Duc.

A liaison team from the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty . comprised of CPT Paul Jenkins
(Orlando, Fla.), CPL Wilbert Jackson (Welch, La.), and SP4 Sheldon Dotterr er
(Los Angeles) undertook a mission that not only created a stronger tie between
American and ARVN soldiers but also helped the ARVNSs to help themselves.

"Our major task as part of this liaison team," said Dotterrer, "was to
coordinate with the ARVN artillery on LZ West for the support of the 3rd Bn.,
5th Regt. of the 2nd ARVN Div. and help to destroy major NVA infiltration
routes into the Republic of Vietnam."

For eight days the three - man liaison team, along with two advisors from the
Milita ry Assistance Command Vietnam (MACV), worked closely with the 350 - man
ARVN battalion in the area directly south of LZ West across the Song Chang
River plotting grid coordinates and calling in artillery support.

"We went out in the field with the ARVN force," said CPT Jenkins, "so that
when we returned to West we could help the ARVNSs on the landing zone to better
coordinate their artillery in support of the battalion.”

As a result of this team being in the field, two things were accomplished -
not on ly did the combined artillery support of the ARVNs on LZ West and the
Americal soldiers help support the 3rd Bn., 5th Regt., it also helped U.S.
soldiers on these fire support bases.

"While we were in the field, we called for artillery support from our B Btry.
on LZ Center and C Btry. on LZ Siberia. Because of the Perfect coordination
between us and the batteries we were able to prevent the enemy from advancing
toward those landing zones," said Dotterrer.

"I learned a new way of life while working wit h the ARVNSs," said Jackson,

"not only do you learn to look out for yourself but also for your buddies.
Teamwork between the men in the field and the artillery batteries is of utmost
importance."

"I think," continued Jackson, "the ARVNSs learned a lot as aresult of our
presence with them. Certainly they learned to respect the ultimate capability
of the artillery. | believe the ARVNs now have more confidence in their own
abilities to effectively destroy the enemy.”

(196th 10)
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Combat In Review

BIG BRAG SILENCED WITH COSTLY BATTLE

LZ BALDY- Americal infantrymen were locked in combat with two
regiments of NVA recently 17 miles southwest of Tam Ky. The
violent ten - day battle clai med 516 enemy lives.

The unit involved was a task force comprised of companies from
4th Bn., 31st Inf. and 3rd Bn., 21st Inf.

Early Fighting saw 59 NVA soldiers killed and six captured when
an element of the 2nd NVA Div. was surprised before it could
launch a pre - dawn assault at LZ West. A sweep of the area turned
up a small enemy arsenal. Scattered on the slopes of the fire
support base were RPGs, rocket launchers, and explosive charges.

NVA forces hoped to destroy the American - supervised Hiep Duc
refugee center. The enemy had vowed they would wreck the center
and disperse or Kkill its 3,000 civilian inhabitants. Broadcast
messages told the refugees that no one could stop the NVA efforts.

"The American and South Vietnamese - Governments cannot pro tect
you," boomed the loudspeakers. "We will wipe out your settlement.”

The infantrymen of the Americal made the NVA eat their words.

In subsequent fighting, B Co., 4 -31 Inf . encountered a large
bunker complex near hill 118. Enemy machinegunners pelt ed the
Americans from concealment.

Reinforcements came immediately. A platoon from C Co. joined in

the fight, and helicopter gunships from F Trp., 8th Cav., rained
deadly fire on the enemy positions.

The battle raged for ten days. Most of the action involved
contact that soon mushroomed into heavy exchanges of fire.

Elements of the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty y provided invaluable

fire - power throughout the operation. Explosions rocked enemy
bunkers, accounting for many enemy deaths and clearing the way for
an infantry assault.
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Rebuild

After VC

Terrorize

LZ BALDY-- A platoon of VC terrorists ravaged the Phu Hiep
refugee village located 17 miles north of Tam Ky City.

The remains of the village include d burnt patches of ground and
stone foundations standing in the ruins. The new school, which
the villagers had built and were very proud of, had two gaping
holes in the walls where VC rockets penetrated. The roof of the
marketplace had jagged pieces of s ky showing through as the result
of mortar explosions.

SGT Robert Wiggins (Las Vegas), a heavy weapons advisor at Moc
Bai, recalled what had taken place during the night, "The VC ran
through the village with hand grenades and threw them into
hooches."

When Pham Sung, the village chief, requested help in rebuilding
the destroyed village, the Division's 196th Inf. Bde. Civil
Affairs section came to his aid.

Under the direction of MAJ James lha (Wahiwa, Hawaii) the
devastated village was rebuilt by su pplying over 8,000 pounds of
scrap wood and 50 sheets of used tin brought in by truckloads to
rebuild the razed homes.

The supplies went through Government of Vietham (GVN) channels
and were given to the village chief for equal distribution to the
35 fa milies in need.

A GVN loud -speaker political warfare team from Quang Nam
Province reassured the village population that the GVN would
support and protect them in the future. The team also condemned
the VC for the vicious and wanton raid on the peaceful farmers.

Members of the 3rd of the 82nd Arty.'s MEDCAP cared for 35
villagers suffering from fragmentation wounds. MEDCAP then called
in choppers to evacuate 18 more seriously injured Viethamese to Da
Nang.

When Pham Sung was asked why the VC attac ked, he stated, "They
hit the village to capture men and scare people into working for
them." However, the chief said his people would never leave their
village. (196th 10)
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Infantrymen Give
Lifesaving Course

By PFC CARL EKENGREN

LZ BALDY - A refresher course in first aid is in store for
Division soldiers on LZ Baldy.

Realizing the importance of proper first aid in time of
emergency, the staff at the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty.'s aid station h
taken steps to insure that the men of the batteries have a
thorough knowledge of the four basic lifesaving steps.

"It's important that as many men as possible be able to perform
the four life - saving procedures,"” said SP5 Arthur
Miller - (Bradford, Pa. ), a senior aid - man.

"In spite of the fact that all soldiers have been taught these
steps in basic training, many have forgotten some of the important
points. If we are attacked, at least there will be someone who can
administ er first aid. The medics can't be everywhere at once,"
added the aid - man.

In addition, the course is aimed at showing what to do in case
someone has a stomach, chest or head wound. Demonstrations are

performed showing various ways to apply bandages to these wounds.

Miller explained: "One of the biggest mistakes people make in
giving first aid to one of their buddies who has been shot is that
they put a bandage on only one of the holes and forget about the
other one. The majority of the time when a ri fle round penetrates
the body, it goes in at one point and out the other side; both
holes must be blocked to prevent air from escaping.”
"Don't panic when treating a wounded person. Be calm and
always try to calm the patient, Talk to the wounded man a nd
assure him that he will be alright, concluded the senior aid man.
The course is directed by SSG Lynwood Nozworthy (Columbus,
Ga.) and SP5 Miller. (196th 10)

as
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NVA Sappers Repelled In Fight - out
CHU LAl -- Sappers from NVA units operating in the Hiep Duc Valley were
turned back in an attempt to o verrun a Division fire base and pave the way for

an attack on the refugee center at Hiep Duc, twenty miles west of Tam Ky.
The purpose of the early morning attack was evidently to tie up artillery
gun crews in their own defense, so that another NVA for ce would not have to
face the guns in attacking the refugee center. Both attacks failed.
In the early morning hours, LZ Siberia was hit by RPG, recoilless rifle, and
intense automatic weapons fire. Sappers carrying grenades, satchel charges and
flamet hrowers moved up to the perimeter wire.
Their advance had been slowed by artillery fire from the battery on the
hilltop base and by more rounds flying from LZ West, a nearby firebase. As
contact continued, Army gunships and Air Force tactical air strik es were called
in.
The two NVA companies moved up the hill from the west and the north and,
after breaching the outer wire, used their grenades, satchel charges and

flamethrowers to get close to the inner wire. But they ran head -on into
combined infant ry and artillery firepower which stopped them dead.

The defenders of the hill, a company from the 196th Bde.'s 4th Bn., 31st
Inf., poured small arms fire on the NVA, stalling the attack at the wire. The
effect of the 105mm howitzers from the 3rd Bn.,, 8 2nd Arty . firing point blank

into the NVA broke the attack and pushed it off the hill.
The retreating NVA left behind 32 dead on the slopes of LZ Siberia. One
enemy was captured as infantrymen combed the weapon - strewn hill at first light.
Among the ca ptured equipment were rifles, grenades, satchel charges, several
rocket launchers and one of the flamethrowers.
The following attack on Hiep Duc was folded by the combined efforts of the
U.S. artillery and units of RF - PF soldiers based in Hiep Duc. As the enemy
pushed toward the center from the west, air strikes and artillery broke up all
coordination in their efforts. At this point, ARVN forces met the enemy units
and drove them back.
The sapper attack and the drive toward the refugee center follow ed the same
pattern as a similar attack on LZ West earlier, which kicked off 12 days of
fighting around Hiep Duc. Both attacks have failed and LZ Siberia and West
continue to stand guard over the Hiep Duc Valley.

(This article may have also appeared in t he Army Reporter).
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A Soldier
Does Job
Up In Air

By PFC CARL EKENGREN

LZ BALDY-- If success is measured in how high in the world you
go, then there's one Division soldier who has reached the heights
with flying colors. However, he had to overcome obstacles in his
climb to the top.

He is PFC Allen Eblin (Columbus, Ohio) and his job is a
telephone lineman. The interesting thing is that Eblin never
climbed a pole in his life prior to entering the Arm y.

Assigned to the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty ., Climber Eblin finds
himself busy as he does his job of installing communication lines
throughout the battery.

Every job has its occupational hazards in one way or another
and the same is true with a lineman.

"I remember one occasion," noted Eblin, "when | climbed a pole
at Ft. Gordon, never realizing that perhaps it would be my last
time. | had to climb a communications tower to remove an antenna
that needed wire repairs. | made it to the top and removed th
antenna with no difficulty, but when | proceeded down, the guide
wire that was holding me to the tower snapped.

"So there | was atop a 60 - foot - high tower with only my gaffs
(steel spikes which fit on the inside of a climber's boots
enabling the climbe r to remain fixed to the pole) holding me to
the wooden pillar. You can bet | never hugged anything so close
before as | did that pole. From my position no one could really
help me, so | was on my own --  boy, was | scared? Eventually |
eased myself down , and it sure was a relief when my feet finally
touched the ground," concluded Eblin. (196th |O)
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Combat In Review

Did You Find It Yet?

“Hey, how do you fire this thing?" seems to be the situation
at hand, but actually these artillerymen of the Div.’s C Btry., 82nd
Arty., 196th Inf. Bde., are sighting and securing their 105mm
howitzer after it was airlifted onto LZ Siberia.

(Photo by SP5 M.L. Hoskinson)
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Photo Caption: Did You Find It Yet?

"Hey, how do you fire this thing?" seems to be the situation at hand, but
actually these artillerymen of the Div.'s C Btry., 82nd Arty ., (@assumption is
this is 3/82nd Artillery rather than 1/82nd Artillery Bn.) because of the
location). 196th Inf. Bde., are sighting and securing their 105mm howitzer
after it was airlifted onto LZ Siberia. (Photo by SP5 M.L. Hoskinson)
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Fiery Fighters In Hiep Duc Valley
LZ BALDY - After a grueling attempt to root out the enemy a
company from the 196th Inf. Bde. along with the aid of artillery

support from the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty . crushed an entrenched NVA
force in Hi ep Duc Valley.
For two days B Co of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf ., had been

conducting a search and clear mission in Hiep Duc Valley 20 miles
west of Tam Ky in an effort to capture a hill where reports

indicated a platoon - size NVA force had been well fortified in
underground bunkers.
PFC Richard Fosler (Hamlet, Ind.), a RTO with 4 - 31 and attached

to the artillery, said, "our mission was to link up with the
Marines and capture the hill."
Contact with the enemy came at the end of the second day; the
NVA zer oed in on the company with .30 caliber machineguns and AK -
47s. "The enemy was obviously prepared for they used everything
they had on us -- the ground just shook beneath our feet," said
Fosler. B Co. retaliated with small arms fire but soon had to
pull  back because of the intense fire.
"We were in no position for a full - scale battle,” said Fosler.
"We were in the open and the rice paddies gave us very little
protection."”
The next day the company pushed forward and again it was met by
hostile fire, this time in the form of 60mm mortar rounds.
"Our men were ready for them this time," said SGT Mike Levine
(Gladstone, Mo.), recon sergeant. "from the dikes along the rice
paddies we opened up with our light anti - tank weapons, M - 60s and
M 16s. Severa | men in my platoon had managed to make it near the
top of the hill and were tossing hand grenades into the bunkers.
“In one case an NVA soldier actually stood up in a bunker and
aimed an AK - 47 rifle point blank at one of our men. However, he
never had a chance to pull the trigger for a grenade exploded
inside the bunker."
Meanwhile, Fosler was on his radio calling for artillery
support from LZ Siberia. "Between the fire from our company and
the artillery rounds from Siberia, we blasted the enemy ri ght out
of their bunkers. (196th 10)
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Weathermen Aid Big Guns

LZ BALDY-- Meteorological statistics radioed from the fire
direction centers (FDCs), allow rounds to make pinpoint contact on
the foggiest nig ht in Quang Tin Province, when the cannoneer has
to strike a match to find the lanyard.

"Rain and high winds can affect the trajectory of 105mm rounds,
"explained PFC Richard Muzuruk (Liberty, N.Y.), computerman at the
FDC of A Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty ., 196th Inf. Bde.

The weatherman can take at least half the credit for a direct
hit under such conditions," said Muzuruk. '"The monsoon season
will be here. With all that wind and rain, we would be lucky to
complete one successful mission a week if it weren't for fire
direction information from the weatherman." (196th 10)
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Arty Matches NVA Recoilless

LZ SIBERIA - It didn't take long for a group of NVA soldiers to
discover that their recoilless rifle was no match for a 105mm
howitzer. By then, it was too late.

For several days a small element of NVA troops hid on a hill in
the Hiep Duc Valley shooting their recoilless across the Song Thu

Bon River at a division fire support base 30 miles south of Da
Nang.
But one day, the men of the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty . were too quick

for the enemy gunners and gave them a taste of their own medicine.

"It was about 6 p.m.,” said SGT Ronnie Jackson (Joplin, Mo.)
"and the battery was in the proces s of resupplying its gun section
with ammunition. Suddenly a series of rounds came whizzing over
our heads. The rounds were high and none of them actually hit the
LZ, landing in the dump on the other side of the hill."

Within seconds Jackson's gun cre w shifted its howitzer in the
direction of the enemy fire. "We could see the smoke and flash
from the tube of the recoilless, so we knew exactly where to
position our gun,” explained SP4 John Vines (Lansing, Mich.),
assistant gunner.

Before the enemy ha d a chance to lower its weapon, Jackson's gun
blasted a series of high explosive rounds directly at the enemy
position. Another gun quickly joined in the fight and soon the
enemy was silent.

A sweep of the hill the next day by infantrymen of the 4th Bn.
31st Inf . revealed five enemy killed and tree wounded. "Not only
did we knock out
the recoilless rifle and the gun crew, but we also got the ammo,"
Vinci said.
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A Cook Tells

Method Food

Is Prepared

LZ BALDY -- Oh, &&& -6, not "Baldy Steak" (roast beef) again;
powdered eggs this morning, man what a bummer. Does this sound
familiar to you? Well if you're a cook at LZ Baldy and your name
is SP4 Teddy Collins (Bardstown Ky.) A Btry., 3 -82nd Arty ., it
as common as "Baldy steak."

"l don't mind the occasional kidding, in fact sometimes | like
it. | feel it creates a better rapport between myself and the
men. A cook has his responsibilities just like any other member
of the battery. Some people thi nk all he does is push KP's," said
Collins.

The biggest job of a cook is preparing the food. A regular
food schedule is listed by the mess sergeant. Items such as meats
which take the greatest amount of time to prepare are first on the
agenda. Anythi ng that can be cooked on the spot such as eggs or
toast is prepared last. Dinner rolls, pie, and cake require the
most preparation time, so they are molded, panned and baked the
night before. This is standard procedure for all meals. Of prime
importance  is the daily headcount, for once it is known how many
men have to be served, the cooks requisition an equal amount of
food for the next day.

"There is more to being a cook than just preparing meals and
working over a hot fire unit,” stated Collins. "We do have fun
occasionally. We like to experiment once in awhile, especially
when the troops are tired of the same thing. For example, on one
occasion everyone was complaining about too much lime drink was
being served. So we decided to change that. We added some red
food coloring to the drink, changing the color but not the taste.

Everyone appeared satisfied and we had a laugh for ourselves.
(196th 10)
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Combat In Review
A Battle Became
An Eye Gouging
Fray Of Terror
LZ BALDY-- Artillerymen at a division fire base nine miles

west of Tam Ky were engaged in a rifle swinging, eye gouging, hand
to hand melee with NVA sappers.

During a light rain the enemy sappers had moved unnoticed

through the barbed wire and trip flares. As they moved closer an
excited tracker dog barked his alarm. Fortunately for CPL Ross
Johnson (Devils Lake, N.D.), a member of the 196th Inf. Bde ., the
alarm came soon enough.

"I came out of my bunker and was standing about five feet away
when | suddenly turned and saw an NVA soldier on top of the
bunker," said Johnson. "l had my M - 16 with me. Before he could

shoot, | hit him over the head with the weapon. He fell off the
bunker dead."

All along the bunker line men from B. Btry.,,3 -82nd Arty ., were
clubbing the invaders with wooden stakes, rifles, and other
makeshift weapons.

During the fray which lasted sixty minutes. Johnson killed two
more NVA. one near the fire base mess hall and the other near the
fire direction cen ter.

The invaders were driven off with a total loss of twenty seven
killed.

CPL. Johnson's efforts didn't go unrewarded. For his part in
the heroic defense of the fire base, he was recently awarded the
Silver Star. (196th Bde. 10)
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Proudly Serving Our
Action
Army
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By MSG H.A. BONESIO
Forty -four of the 54 soldiers reenlisting during a one -week period in the
division were "first termers." Of these , 40 chose guaranteed enlistment
options while the others remain on their present duty assignment.
Division Troops was represented by two "Topkicks" from the 23rd M.P. Co .,
1SG Dillard Cannon Jr. and 1SG Collins J. Orebo; SP4 Frank E. O'Brien, PFC
Robert E. Cowles, PFC Wayne A. Stromely, PFC James Lindsay, all with A Trp., 1 -

1st Cav.; and PFC Luins M. Morgan Jr, CCo.,52 3rd Sig. Bn

Support Command had SSG Robert G. Beal and SP6 Harold Cornett, 23rd Admin.
Co.

Division Artillery keeps CSM Jerrold A. Wirig and PFC Thomas S. Hill, HHB,
1-14th Arty .; SSG Lonnie R. Webb, HHB, and PFC Earl Jones, A Biry., 3-82nd
Arty .

The 16th Combat Aviation Group retains SFC Billy J. Stephens and SP5 Michael
Hallman, HHC, 123rd Avn . B.; SSG Jimmie Green and SSG Darrell A. Snuffer, 71st
Avn. Co., 14th Avn Bn.

The 11th Infantry Brigade was represented by 4-21st Inf ., PFC Jennings Q.
Parker, HHC, SGT James E. Turnbow, C Co., and PFC N. Montgomery, E Co.; 1- 20th
Inf . SP4 Raymond R. Jansky, C. Co., PFC Clarence Wallace, HHC; 4-3rd Inf ., PFC
Michael P. Collins and PFC Robert F. Ernest, both with C Co., and PVT Kenneth
Hafford, A Co.; 3-1stInf ., PFC Ronald Wess, D Co.

The 196th Infantry Brigade reenlistees were from 1-46th Inf ., PFC Ray H.
Cox, B Co., PFC Wendell C. Mahan, C Co., PFC Dennis R. Murphy and PFC Bruce G.

Ganey, D Co., PFC Gary L. Griffin and PFC Bobby L. Cunningham, E Co.; from 3-

21st Inf . were PFC Gary D. Coffman, A Co., SP4 Henry Maestas, PFC Tony C.

Deason and PFC Daniel K. Holifield, B Co., PFC James E. Peoples, C Co., PFC

Ronald J. Wagman, PFC Donald B. Meehan, PFC Joseph B. Wright, PFC John P.

Tucker, and PFC Richard P. Choenour, D Co.; from 4-31st . were PFC Everett
Templeton and PFC Richard W. Harrison B Co., PFC George W. Camp Jr.

PFC Rodney Sautter and SP4 Kenneth Albright, C Co.

The 198th Infantry Brigade re - upped at the 5-46th Inf., SGT Randolph Hall,
and PFC Ke nneth L. Dickerson, B Co., PFC Walter Griffin, HHC; from 1 -52nd Inf.,
PFC Richard T. Cavanaugh, B Co., PFC Gerald E. Paulin, C Co.; while 1- 6th Inf

had SSG Manis L. Caudil, HHC, and PFC Robert E. Stryker, A Co.
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Lumber Pile Logs Luck

LZ HAWK HILL -- It never hurts for a soldier to have a little
luck, no matter how skillful and alert he may be.

Take PFC Robert Coley (Broderick, Calif.), an artilleryman in

the division, who was saved fr om serious injury by a pile of
lumber.
PFC Coley, a member of the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 3rd Bn., 82nd
Arty., was inside a shed when a 60mm mortar round landed a scant
10 feet from the structure.
"l heard this tremendous explosion," said Coley. "The forc e of

it knocked me to the floor."

Coley received fragmentation wounds in his left leg. However
the injury was slight compared to what it might have been.
Fortunately, the mortar round had struck a pile of lumber located
next to the shed. The wood abs orbed most of the fragmentation
from the round.

After he had been rushed to the aid station by three of his

buddies, Coley had a chance to reflect. "I might have been
seriously injured or perhaps killed," he said. "l guess in a way
that lumber pile sa ved my life."

Few U.S. soldiers would discount the value of luck in Vietnam.
Least of all Robert Coley. (196th 10)
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Combat In Review

Watch Dog

LZ HAWK HILL - The men of C Btry, 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty ., loc atedon
a division fire base some 20 miles west of Tam Ky, met Projo when

the battery's former commander picked him up in ?Chu Lai. No one

knows how the 85 - pound German shepherd came by his name, but it
has become a "hoochhold word" for the men at this 19 6th Inf. Bde.
fire base.

"You never know how loyal a dog can be until something
unexpected happens,” reflected artilleryman PFC Jerry Prisoc
(Monroe, La.). "Projo roams around the firebase at night. His
warning is a might 'gru - u- u- ff1"

"One night he heard an unfamiliar noise or smelled a strange
odor near the perimeter. Making a beeline for the battery command
bunker, Projo ran through the door and leaped on the sleeping
officer. "He's the best warning device we have," laughed Prisco.

Projo ma intains a 100 percent attendance during fire missions.
He usually stands besides the cannoneer and never flinches when

the big 105mm guns make their earth - shattering deliveries.
"I think with a little coaching he'll be able to yank the
lanyard with his teeth," quipped SP4 John Jones (Petersburg, Va.),

(196th 10)
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----- Teamwork -----
A Clash At Vinh Dong

By SP4 Carl Ekengren

LZ CENTER - Two 196th Inf. Bde. companies along with B Btry, 3
82nd Arty . from a Division fire support base teamed up to prevent
an estimated company size NVA force from overrunning a fortified
hill in Hiep Duc Valley.

A sweep of the area by elements of C Co. 3 -21st Inf . later
revealed 17 NVA dead attributed to artillery and infantry efforts.
Countless Chicom grenades were found intact along with mortar
boxes and casings.

Companies A and B of 3rd Bn., 21st Inf. were in hot pursuit of
an NVA company near Binh Dong, a hill one mile southwest of LZ
Center.

"Once on Vinh Do  ng, we had a clear view of the valley below,"
said 2LT Alan Freeman (Chula Vista, Calif.), forward observer from
B Btry., 82nd Arty . "The enemy had been mortaring LZ Center and
we could see the mortar tube only 75 meters from our positions on
the hill."

The mountainous terrain prevented A Co. from placing effective
fire on the enemy mortar platoon. Freeman requested artillery
support from his battery on LZ Center. In no time 105 howitzers
rounds were impacting on the NVA location silencing the tube an
killing seven NVA.

With the mortar tube knocked out, A Co. figured the enemy had
been discouraged.

Later in the evening however the enemy moved up the north side
of Vinh Dong shooting sporadic rounds of RPGs. Again the forward
observer requested a rtillery support from LZ Center. The guns
responded with illumination and high explosive rounds.

"It was the first time | ever saw the enemy attack under
illumination," said Freeman.

Well secured in foxholes on top of the hill, the 60 men of A
Co. b lasted the NVA with a 106 recoilless rifle, and M - 79 grenade
launchers. Meanwhile C Co., which had been notified of the
attack, had moved up behind the enemy and was firing small arms.

After 30 minutes of intense battling the NVA retreated. (Div.
Arty. 10)
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WWII Amcal Veteran
Returns To Same Div.
LZ HAWK HILL -- From New Caledonia to Vietnam this soldier has
been with the Americal Division.
MSG John Parish (Riverside, Calif.) entered the Army in 19 42.
From that time on he was to become quite familiar with the
Americal.
"In 1943 | was attached to G Troop, 112th Regimental Cav. Unit
stationed in New Caledonia, said MSG Parish. That same year the
division originated in New Caledonia and the 112th became part of
it. When the 112th left the U.S. for New Caledonia it brought 500
horses with it on the boat. This is how we came to be known as
the 'Horse Cavalry" We thought we could use the animals in New
Caledonia but soon found out we couldn't when we got there. Thus
upon our departure from the island we sold the horses to the
French.
From 1943 to 1945, Parish's unit travelled from New Caledonia
to New Guinea to the Philippines.
In 1962 MSG Parish retired from the Army, but in 1967 he was
call ed back in the service. August of 1969 found him in Vietham
and again assigned to the Americal Division. He now works as a
commo chief at HQ Btry., 3 - 82nd Arty.
Said the Sergeant, "when | was with the 112th Cav., | was in
the infantry and acted as a ' file closer' (asst. plt. sgt.). Now
that | am attached to an artillery unit | can see how effective
the artillery is in supporting the infantry. (DIV ARTY IO)
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Artist - Cook

'‘Burns' Paper
LZ HAWK HILL -- If pictures really say 10,000 words, then
Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty . has a very eloquent cook.

During the working day PFC William Ary (Lewisville, Tex.) is a
cook but at the end of his day Ary trades his frying pad for a
sketch pad.

Since his arriv al at A Btry., Ary has been drawing pictures for
his friends to send to their loved ones back home.

"All' I need is a photograph of the subject, and | can draw from
it. | specialize in portraits using charcoal but | also use
oils," said Ary.

When Ary isn't preparing a meal in the mess hall, you can be
sure he is "cooking up" something with pencil and paper. (Div.
Arty. 10)
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A Bde 'Moves' An LZ
LZ HAWK HILL -- A line of five - ton flatbed trailer truc
hauling metal conex containers tore a path through the muddy road
as they departed the Division's LZ Baldy.
Enroute to the new home of the 196th Inf. Bde. at Hawk Hill,
the convoys rolled carefully along. The mammoth task of moving

the major portion of the brigade and its components was completed
within four days.
Because of a well coordinated move - plan initiated by Brigade

staff officers, all of the administrative sections remained
operational throughout the move.

More than 171 bunker complexe S were constructed within sixty
days by members of A Co., 26th Engr . However heavy monsoon rains
temporarily put a damper on further construction efforts. "The
biggest problem we had was water seepage into the buildings,"
recalled 2LT Jesse Daughtery (So uth Bend, Ind.) 1st Plt. Leader A
. Co. "We solved that by placing rubber matting on the roofs."

Artillery from 3- 82 Arty . was shuttled to the new location by
Chinook helicopters. The available firepower of the guns was
never lost as each gun was plac ed singly and put into operation
before another gun was moved.

"The men did an outstanding job considering the adverse weather
conditions and the short period of time they said we had to move,"
said LTC Edwin Kennedy (Gulfport, Miss.) Bde. Exec. Office r.
continued our move even though the roads were washed out, but
hauling more than 17 conex loads to Hawk Hill by Chinook." (196th
10)

"We

ks



28November69 - Southern Cross Vol. 2 No. 35 Page 2
Proudly Serving Our
Action
Army
SGM Paul K.
Shaffer
Reenlistment
Supervisor
Amcal Div.
Photo above

By MSG H. A. Bonesio
AMERICAL Division career counselors reenlisted 46 soldiers durin gaone -week

period. Thirty - four of these were in the First Termer category with the
majority - choosing guaranteed reenlistment options. Most of the career
personnel chose "choice of CONUS station" program.

Division Troops retained SFC Warre n B. Pollard and SSG Leander
Cooper, HHC, Americal ; SP4 Larry Chard, HHT, 1 - 1st Cav.

Support Command was represented by MSG Willie Stevens, HHC, 23rd
SGT; SSG Delmas Pautdo, 23rd Admin. Co.; SSG William Cutler, D Co., 23rd Med.
Bn.; and fro m the 723rd Maint. Bn., SP5 James Sirmans, SP4 John Harrigan, and
PFC Hiram L, Henderson.

Division Artillery keeps SFC Wilmot E. Kaufman, Btry. B, and SSG Parnell
M. Wasnuk, HHB, 1- 14th Arty ; CPL WIllbert C. Jackson, B Btry.3 - 82nd Arty;
PFC Dewey W. Gibson, B Btry. 1 -82nd Arty; PFC Kenneth Blizard, C Btry.,
3-18th Arty .

The 16th Combat Aviation Group had MSG Volley Cole, HHC.

The 11th Infantry Brigade reenlistees were PFC Robert A. Davis, C
Co., 4-3rd Inf .; from 3-1st Inf ., PFC Larry D. Kutzner, PFC Willlam R.
Metts, and PFC William Mead, A Co.; PFC Alex J. Carter, C Co., PFC Gary H.
Buskol, D Co., while 1- 20th Inf . had PFC Kenneth A. Beekley, A Co.,
PFC Robert F. Arney and PFC Dale Hyndman, B Co.; from 4-21stInf ., PFC Dannie
Hardaway and MSG Thomas Denn, B Co., PFC Charles Piner, D Co.

The 196th Infantry Brigade re - upped PFC Terry D. Hixon , FTrp., 17th
Cav.; PFC Louis Lumpkin and PFC Leonard Morgan, A Co.; PFC Albert Retzlor,
PFC Victor B. Moore, PFC Harold Johnson, and PFC Thomas Casteel, B Co.,
1- 46th Inf,; from 4- 31stInf,, PFC James McDaniel, A Co., PFC Thomas E.
Miller, PFC Dale Brown, and SP4 William Rozier, C Co.; 2-1stInf . had PFC
Peter W. Hrutky and PFC Robert L. Gray, A Co., PFC Darrell Witcher, B
Co.; while from 3-21st  Inf.,, PFC Glenn Miller, HHC, MSG Eugene Lyons, B
Co., SFC Okey Blankenship, C Co.

The 198th Infantry Brigade was represented by SFC George
Gonzalez, HHC, and from HHC, 5- 46th Inf., MSG Norman C. Bunch.
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GUN CREW FOIL NVA
By SP4 Carl Ekengren
LZ HAWK HILL -- "Fire Mission! Fire Mission! Enemy squad
in the open,” crackled the radio in the fire direction center
(FDC).
Immediately a Division Atrtillery battery swung into action on a

task that concluded w ith three NVA dead and their mission foiled.

CPT Thomas Crews Pittsburgh, Pa.), a liaison officer with a
PF u nit spotted the enemy movement about five miles north of LZ
Hawk Hill. His urgent call to A Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty
Hill set the FDC crew to work plotting the grid coordinates and
computing all the additional information while the gun crew was
alerted.

Moments after FDC gave the order to fire the 105mm howitzers
blasted their volley of death on the NVA location.
The report came back from Crews confirming the rounds were
on target. o
Later reports indicated that the enemy was making a su
of the area to establish a rocket launching site.

The fast and accurate coordination between the artillerymen
on the fire base and the PF unit in the field quickly changed the
NVA plans. (Div. Arty. 10)

on Hawk

rveillance
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"ROUTINE" JOB STOPS DISEASE

LZ HAWK Hill - routine ??? Yes, but as vital as the routine of
breathing is the task of the men that run the battalion aid
station on LZ Hawk Hill. Just about every kind of complaint
imaginable comes to thes e medics of the 3-82nd Arty ; from common
colds, headaches, sore throats to minor injuries and dandruff.

Visiting each battery on their widely separated fire bases
these men aid in the treatment of the many minor ailments that so
of ten when left unattended, become serious enough to hospitalize
the victim.

When asked the extent of the treatment that can be given at the
aid station, SSG Lynwood Nozworthy, (Columbus, Ga.) said, "We
can go as far as opening boils and removing i ngrown toenails. Any
minor surgery such as the removal of a cyst is done by the
battalion surgeon in a hospital; once surgery is performed, any
further care of the patient is handled at the aid station."”

Two minor skin a ilments that occur frequently are heat rash and
ring worm. SP5 Clayton Petersen (New Windsor, Ill.), was quick to
explain some misunderstanding about these conditions.

"Many people actually think that ringworm is caused by a real worm
when it Is actu ally a contagious fungus much like athletes foot,

It appears as a ring - shaped, discolored patch of skin, covered
with scales. If treated in time this disease is not a major

problem but the most important point is to recognize the symptoms
and get treated immediately.”

The other problem they face is the ever present heat rash.

"There are basically two different kinds of heat rashes," said

SP5 Arthur Miller (Brandford, Pa.) "The first causes just mild
itching, whereas the second,

known as prickly h eat causes little red pimples to erupt on the
skin and intense itching. The best way to treat both conditions

is (to keep the skin as clean and dry as possible."

The least spectacular unit within the entire chain of medical
faciliti es, the aid station, can well be considered the most
influential force in the control and prevention of disease. (Div.

Arty (10)
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FO Becomes Heroic
During Fiery Battling
By SP4 Carl  Ekengren

LZ HAWK HILL -- In the face of seemingly unsurmountable odds, a forward
observer still managed to drag two of his wounded comrades from the 196th Inf.
Bde. across the rice paddies to safety.

For 1LT John Crenshaw (Pottstown, Pa.) being a for ward observer from
Btry., 3  -82 Arty. proved to be far more a perilous task than he ever
expected.

Working in a small area 15 miles northwest of Chu Lai. A Co. 2 -1stiInf
the primary responsibility of providing protection for C Co., 3 - 21st Inf. wh
were searching for a platoon of NVA soldiers, reported hiding in a small bunker
complex.

"It was on our fourth day of operations,” said Grenshaw [sic], who was
working with A Co., "when we received word from C Co., that they were within

200 meters of the bunker complex. Cutting through thick underbrush, our 75 man

company advanced about one mile south. As weapproached the location of C Co.,

on our hands and knees, we began receiving intense fire from enemy AK -47s."
"The NVA were well concealed in the rice paddies so none of us could

actually see them clearly," added Crenshaw.

Seeking cover in the high grass of the paddies, a small element from A Co.,
pushed forward in quest of the enemy. No sooner had they moved approximately
20 meters when the point man was hit by a shiper. Attempting to aid his buddy,
the platoon sergeant was severely wounded in the left leg.

"We were really in a bind," said Crenshaw, "something had to be done and
done fast."

The lieutenant saw that his only chance to s ave the plt. sgt. was to crawl
along a narrow canal between the rice paddies. Helicopter gunships arrived on
the scene and were directing all their firepower on the enemy.

With bullets whizzing over his head and ripping into the water next to him,

Cren shaw hugged the side of the canal and pressed on.

The rest of the company saw what he was doing and provided a cover with
small arms fire.

Finally Crenshaw reached the sergeant and discovered a badly wounded
lieutenant beside him. Scattered around the area were six dead NVA. Securing
a firm grip on the two wounded men, Crenshaw started back into the canal still
drawing heavy fire.

Safely back with his unit, Crenshaw noticed blood stains on his shirt sleeve
and realized he had been wounded. For the heroism he displayed he was awarded
the Silver Star. (Div. Arty 10)
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'Chief' Smoke
Is On Target

LZ STINSON -- Although it sounded like the gunfight at the "OK
Corral* with the volu me turned up all the way, it was only one

105mm howitzer from C Bitry., 3-82nd Arty  that rumbled through the
Hiep Duc Valley in the division's area of operation.

An NVA recaoilless rifle crew began to fire rounds into fire
support base LZ Siberia from acr oss the Thu Bon River.

When the first rounds impacted into the area of LZ Siberia, SSG
William Parent, night "Chief of Smoke" ran barefoot to the gun
under the charge of SGT Ronnie Jackson (Joplin, Mo.)

"It was about 6 p.m.," Jackson said, "Suddenly a series of
rounds came whistling overhead".

When the enemy fired their second group of two shots, SGT
Parent spotted the flash and smoke from the enemy gun and though
he had returned to the landing zone the same day after a week's
hospitalization for w ounds, he helped swing the gun around and
jumped up on the gun's trails to observe and adjust fire.

As the enemy gunners fired away, Parent and Jackson and SP4
John Vines (Lansing, Mich.) fired and made corrections and slammed
their third round into the NVA position.

The first eight rounds silenced the enemy," commented Vines.

THe next morning, a sweep of the area by the men of the 4- 31st
Inf ., revealed five enemy killed and three wounded enemy victims
of direct artillery hits. (Americal 10)
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Wiremen Spite Rain

LZ HAWK HILL -- In spite of torrential rains, ankle deep mud
and slippery poles, the artillery wiremen here gathered their
courage together and set about the task of linki ng up 17 miles of
communication and electrical wires throughout the battery.

To the linemen of the division's Hg.'s Btry., 3 - 82nd Arty., who
undertook the job of establishing a line of communications for the
battery following its move to LZ Hawk Hill, i t seemed like almost

an endless task.

"Our first job,” said SGT Paul Yarman (Belleville, Ohio)
section chief, "was to connect wires for the FDC. Having
communications with our other firebases was of utmost importance."

Wiring the 25 hut bunker C com plex comprising the rest of the
battery came next; this not only included the individual section
bunkers but also the mess hall, orderly room and aid station.
Communication wires were connected to a main switch.

When asked if any problems were encounte red in the process of
laying the wire PFC Nieka Andrews (Pittsfield, Vt.) explained
"Perhaps our biggest obstacle was the rain. We had to be careful
not to be electrocuted by the wet wires. We had quite a job

trying to set the telephone poles in the mud. In one instance the
mud was so deep, we had to mail a pole to a bunker to keep it from
falling."

Setting up the poles was one thing but climbing them to connect
wires was another. "Several times | reached the top of the pole
only to slide halfway dow n because it was so slippery,” noted
Yar man. "I'tds humorous now that I | ook
was no laughing matter."
Little did the wiremen realize when they started their work
that they would stretch a vast network of 89,760 feet of wire and
cable before their job was completed. (Americal 10)

back,
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'Chief' Smoke
Is On Target
LZ STINSON -- Although it sounded like the gunfight at the "OK
Corral* with the volume turned up all the way, it was only one

105mm howitzer from C Bitry., 3-82nd Arty  that rumbled through the
Hiep Duc Valley in the division's area of operation.
An NVA recaoilless rifle crew began to fire rounds into fire
support base LZ Siberia from across the Thu Bon River
When the first rounds impacted into the area of LZ Siberia, SSG
William Parent, night "Chief of Smoke" ran barefoot to the gun
under the charge of SGT Ronnie Jackson (Joplin, Mo.)
"It was about 6 p.m.," Jackson said, "Suddenly a series of
rounds ca me whistling overhead".
When the enemy fired their second group of two shots, SGT
Parent spotted the flash and smoke from the enemy gun and though
he had returned to the landing zone the same day after a week's
hospitalization for wounds, he helped swin g the gun around and
jumped up on the gun's trails to observe and adjust fire.
As the enemy gunners fired away, Parent and Jackson and SP4
John Vines (Lansing, Mich.) fired and made corrections and slammed
their third round into the NVA position.
The first eight rounds silenced the enemy," commented Vines.
THe next morning, a sweep of the area by the men of the 4- 31st
Inf ., revealed five enemy killed and three wounded enemy victims
of direct artillery hits. (Americal 10)



02Jan70 - Southern CrossVo  |. 3 No. 40 Page 6
Combat In Review

Rice Raid
Blown Away

By SP4 Ekengren

LZ HAWK HILL - A barrage of 105mm howitzer rounds from a
Division fire base abruptly halted an attempt by a group of VC to
steal rice from a South Vietnamese village.

PFC Patrick Sullivan (Greensville, Miss.) was on duty at the
FDC of ABtry,3 -82nd Arty ., when a message from CPT Thomas Crews
(Pittsburgh, Pa.) liaison officer with a PF unit, was received
over the radio.

Said Sullivan, "CPT Crews reported a large number o f VC wading
through the rice paddies near a small South Viethamese village 6
miles north of Tam Ky. They were picking handfuls of rice and
stuffing into baskets."

Because of the remote location of the rice - stealing culprits
the PF and ARVN soldiers wit h Crews were unable to pursue the
enemy so the liaison officer requested immediate artillery
support.

"The artillery bombardment caught the VC completely off - guard,”
exclaimed CPT Crews (Div Arty 10)
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Pride & Power

5 i B

BUILDING AN INTERSTATE FREEWAY? Not really.
leveling out a gun position on LZ Siberia for C Btry 3-82nd Arty. Since they are in the field a great
deal engineers play a dual role, having to be proficient at being both infantrymen and combat engi-
neers, (Photo By SP5 M. L. Hoskinson, Americal 10)

January 2, 1970 SOUTHERN CROSS Page 7

Photo Caption - BUILDING AN INTERSTATE FREEWAY? Not really. This
member of the 26th Engr. Bn., is leveling out a gun position on LZ

Siberia for C Btry 3 -82nd Arty . Since they are in the field a
great deal engineers play a dual role, having to be proficient at

being both infantrymen and combat engineers. (Photo By SP5 M. L.
Hoskinson. Americal 10) (Note nice view of the valley in the

background as a helmet - less engineer operates a bulldozer)
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Arty. Teams With 1 - 46 Inf.

‘Airborne’ Howitzers Hit NVA

LZ HAWK HILL -- Guns from two artillery batteries were airlifted
to a 300 meter hill in the heart of New Hau Duc Valley, 13 miles
south of T ien Phuoc, to provide assistance to U.S. soldiers of the
196th Bde., Popular Forces (PF), and ARVN forces in their mission
of suppressing the enemy in the area.

The major purpose of the seven day operation was to find the
location of certain strongholds held by the 3rd Regt., 2nd NVA
Div. It was also believed that the enemy had caches of rice and
ammunition stored in secret bunkers.

"There had been no U.S. troops in the area for over six months
and we couldnt successfully complete the mission withou
assistance from the artillery,” said LTC Peter Foss (Litchfield,

Minn.), commanding officer of the 1st Bn., 46th Inf

The needed artillery firepower was provided by airlifting three
105mm howitzers from A Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty . at Hawk Hill and
two 155mm howitzers from B Btry., 3rd Bn., 16th Arty. at Tien
Phuoc.

Twenty - four hours a day, artillerymen and infantrymen worked
hand in hand. The infantry scoured the mountain and lowland
terrain for suspected enemy hideouts, while the artillery pounde
key target locations. For seven days the deafening sounds of the
big guns echoed throughout the valley.
In one instance an element from the 1- 46th Inf . engaged an
unknown size force and blocked off the enemy in a mountain pass as
they attempted to in filtrate the valley. Immediately the
howitzers were called into action resulting in five NVA killed.
The completed operation was termed a success - thanks to both
the precise coordination and teamwork of the artillery and
infantry. (196th 10)
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FIRE MISSION

LZ CENTER- Fifteen NVA set out on a mission near Tam Ky. Ten of
these enemy will never go on another operation, thanks to the
accuracy of alert Division artillerymen.

"We coul d see the NVA walking along a flat open area carrying
packs and weapons,” said 1LT Martin Snodgrass (Seattle), forward
observer (FO) from B Btry.. 3 - 82nd Arty. who called to B Btry , on
LZ Center for artillery support. "The first round was right on
target,” said 1LT Snodgrass. "It landed within ten feet of one
NVA."

More rounds soon followed and the results were ten enemy killed.

The five remaining NVA retreated, but not without serious wounds.
There were several blood trails leading from the area.
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Ground Fighting Erupts Near Tam Ky
CHU LAl i The flatlands and rolling hill s west of Tam Ky reeled
under the pounding of artillery, APCs and infantry units as
firepower slammed into enemy positions during recent activity four
to six miles west and southwest of the Quang Tin province capitol.
Viethamese Popular Forces elements teamed up with American
ground forces to smash Viet Cong and NVA troop concentrations in
the area. American and friendly Viethamese casualties remained
light through the action while the hostile forces lost more than
200 killed in action.
Infantry elem ents from 1st Bn., 46th Inf. and 2nd Bn., 1st Inf.
worked out on their own as well as teaming up with A and B troops,
1st Sqdn, 1st Cav. and F Troops, 17th Cav.
Long range recon patrols from G Company, 75th Infantry operated
in the area i n addtirtdiogmhtt ol eéilgo0 units of the 19
Bde.
A Troop smashed an enemy attack just off Tien Phuoc Road and
joined with PFs providing flank security when they received small
arms fire from one flank.
The tracks wheeled to bring fire to bear on the enemy, but kept
other vehicles in position to cover the new flank areas. When RPG
fire came in from several directions the men of the cavalry unit
reacted to suppress it.
Once the enemy attacko6s momentum was broken,
Popular Forces came on line to assault the woodline.
The action was the first extended combat tes
Sheridan Assault Vehicles. Their firepower was directed against
the enemy RPG teams.
AThat 152mm gun really hurt them,0 said SGT
(Danville, Va.) :
Helicopter gunships from F Troop, 8th Cav. added their support
to the ground units in the action.
Companies of the 1st Bn., 46th Inf. made the first contact in
the APineapple Foresto region west of Tam Ky w
checking the results of Air Force jet strikes in the area.
(Continued)



(Ground Fighting Erupts near Tam Ky - Continued)

AWe confirmed where the jets had hit, o said
Blosser, (West Liberty, Ohio). The enemy bunkers in the area were
destroyed. 0

After sweeping throu gh the target area, one element engaged a
small enemy force. Shortly afterward, lead elements of another
company sprang an impromptu ambush on the NVA squad, killing two
enemy.

Another element detected an enemy base camp as the day closed.
Artillery w as called in on that part of the Ap Benh Valley. The
next morning a sweep of the area tallied 11 dead enemy, attributed

to the previous nightodés artillery pounding.
The sweep also revealed a large gathering of material and

supplies.
Near by ADWVWabbeyo saw infantry el ements engag

units of enemy, using organic firepower against the NVA.

Further down the valley, a LRRP team made heavy contact with a
large enemy element and had to be extracted, but not before they
could direct artille ry against the larger NVA force.

The same company that had previously formed a hasty ambush
later detected an enemy unit. Atrtillery tore into the hostile
troops and dispersed those that were not killed immediately.

LTC Peter J. Foss, (Framingham, Ma ss.) commander of 1st Bn.,

46th I nf., summed up his battalionds activity.
AWe constantly drew the enemy into contact.

the battalion did an outstanding job, completing all missions; but

the salient fact was that no friendly soldier suffe red the

slightest injury during the entire series of e
Cannoneers of the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty . firing from Hawk Hill and

positions near Tam Ky supported the cavalry and infantry units in

the area. The artillerymen responded to the requests for fire

missions by heaving heavy concentrations of fire into widely
dispersed target areas (196th Bde. 10 and Div. Arty. 10)
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Proud Men Serving
Action Army

SFC Wallace F. Anderson Career Counselor Division Troops
By MSG H.A. Bonesio

Eighty - four of the 103 re enlistees in the Americal Division, during a
two - week period, with First Term soldiers.

Division Troops were represented by SP5 Tommy Stout, SP4 Thomas
Perkins, HHC; SSG Marvin Curlin, HHC, SP4 Nathaniel Finney, E Co., 26th
Engr.; SFC Garth Prue and SSG Joe Warren, HHT, and SSG Tony Wallis, B
Trp,1 - 1stCav.

Support Command had SFC Billie Jones, SP4 Emmitt Colquitt, 23rd
Admin. Co.; SP5 Wilfred Oliveira, A Co., 723rd Maint. Bn.

Division Artillery retains it oésnHABISGE€dvinSol di er o
Sta nley and from the same unit, SFC Samuel Keen and PFC Thomas Staples;
SFC Benjamin Jordan, Hgs. & Svc. Btry.; from 3 - 18 Arty., SSG Clinton
Venisse, B Btry., CPL Joe Greenway, C Btry., PFC Clark Samsel, Svc.
Btry.; from 1 - 82nd Arty., SP5 Andrew Hatrris, B Btr y.; from 1 - 14th Arty.,
SSG George Bateman, HHB; from 3 - 16th Arty., PFC Heigi Davis, B Btry.;

and SSG Lynwood Nozworthy, HHB, 3 - 82nd Arty.
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FO6s Lash At Enemy

Pound Rocket Packer
By SP4 Carl Eckergreen

LZ HAWK HILL 1 A 122mm rocket exploded 700 meters from the site
of A Battery, 3d Battalion, 82d Artillery , setting the
artillerymen into action recently.

The results were the rocket site completely destroyed and two
other suspected sites heavily damaged.

Seeing a flash from a rocket tube, LT Walter Brown (P hoenix,
Ariz.), forward observer assigned to A Btry, working with C
Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, decided to direct a fire
mission at the area.

After final <c¢clearance was given, three 10506s

area with more than 100 rounds.
i \h the possibility of more rockets coming in from that

position, we wanted to achieve quick and accur

Charles Nichols (Birmingham, Ala.), Fire Direction Center
computer.

In his surveillance, the FO assured the men at the battery that
no more rockets would be forthcoming from the demolished sites.
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Enemy HQ oODiIi srupted?o

By SP4 Carl Ekengren

LZ HAWK HILL 6A cavalry unit and some artillerymen from the
Division teamed up to wipe out the Regimental Headquarters of the
1st NVA D ivision in action that took place near Tam Ky.

An after - action surveillance revealed 99 NVA had been killed,

20 of these attributed to the artillery.

Two howitzers from A Battery, 3d Battalion, 82d Artillery at
Hawk Hill had been moved to Tam Ky, in hopes of providing better
support for A Troop, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry Regiment.

While operating four miles southeast of Tam Ky, A Troop came
upon the regimental headquarters of the 1st NVA Division. The
6Camend began to receive heaRpGfsemal | ar ms an

A Troop relayed the enemy location to A Btry . at Hawk Hill.
Shortly afterwards the message was relayed to Tam Ky and a
howitzer there began a concerted bombardment of the NVA
headquarters. When it was over, 36 rounds had fallen on the
enemy.

The A Troopers were throwing everything they had at the enemy.

Two Armored Personnel Carriers (APC) supplemented their small arms
fire by spraying the area with M - 60 and .50 caliber machinegun
fire. Contact was broken later in the day.
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Inf - Arty Battalions
Change Unit COs
Recent changes of command of battalions within the Division
brought new names to two brigades and artillery units.
3rd Bn., 82nd Arty.

In a recent change of command c eremony, LTC Oscar L. Faulkner
(Canyon City, Colo.) replaced LTC Herbert E. Knight (Oxen Hill,
Va.) as commander of the 3/82nd .

LTC Knight, who served with the unit since June, returns to the
Division staff as the G - 2.
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RTO Becomes Instant FO

LZ CENTER- When his unit accidently stopped to rest in an NVA
base camp, a 19 year - old Division soldier found himself busy as
both Radio Telephone Operator (RTO) and Forward Observer (FO) i na
battle that lasted eight hours and cost the enemy 40 killed.

SP4 Richard Fosler (Hamlet, Ind.) a member of C Battery, 3d
Battalion, 82d Artillery was acting as both FO and RTO with F
Troop, 17th Cavalry on their recent operation west of LZ Hawk
Hill .

The two platoons of F Troop had been joined by a part of D
Company, 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry , 196th Infantry Brigade on
their operation to flush out the enemy in the area.

They had met little resistance during the early morning hours,
but when t hey decided to take a break under some trees they
triggered a fire fight that would mean the success or failure of
their mission.

An NVA soldier was spotted sneaking from behind a tree only 30
meters from the resting Americans. The NVA ran into a hooch
neatly concealed by thick underbrush.

Within seconds the Troops was warned. Backed by four Sheridan
tanks, they opened up with .50 caliber and M60 machineguns.

Receiving directions from the commander of F Troop , CPT Klein
Harris (North Little Rock, Ark.), the platoon immediately reversed
its attack and retaliated with small arms and hand grenades while
moving behind trees and high grass for cover.

SP4 Foster grabbed his radio and began calling to B Battery, 3d
Bn. 82d Arty.
The big gun firepow er was used to protect the rear of the

American forces and also cut off any means of escape for the now
pinned down enemy.
The enemy had been caught completely off guard and had not had
time to use their mortar tubes. With the artillery support their
f ortified bunkers could not protect them.
When the battle was over the Americans found 15 AK - 47s, four
RPG launchers and countless Chicom grenades.
The net result of the battle was one NVA base camp destroyed
and one RTO/FO very aware of what an offic er goes through as a
regular FO. (Div Arty 10)
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Proud Men Serving
Our
Action
Army
Photo SSG Ronnie A. Hodges
Career Counselor
Ameical Hgs.
By MSG H.A. Bonesio

Sixty - six soldiers reenlisted in the AMERICAL Division during a
two - week period. More than 68 percent of the reenlistees were
formerly First Termers.

Division Troops were represented by SP5 James D. Fletc her, 23rd
MP Co. ; from the 523rd Sig. Bn ., SSG Virgil Bennett, HHC, and SSG
Raymond Burns, A Co.; from the 26th Engr. Bn ., MSG David Heidt,

HHC, and SP4 Blanchard Olivis, E Co.

Support Command had PFC Michael Meehan and SSG. James
Young, 23rd Admin. Co. ; SP4 Thomas  Gilbert, 63rd Inf. Plt. (CT);
SFC James F. Guttierrez, HQ & A Co., 23rd Med. Bn .; SP4 Walter
Chisolm and PFC John Sullivan, HHC, 23rd S & T Bn; PSC Paul Ikeda,

Chbt Ctr.

Division Artillery retains PFC Vernon Brown, HHB, 1- 14th Arty
SSG James Smith, A Btry., 3 -82nd Arty .; from 3-16th ., SFC Frank
Roulette, Svc. Btry., SSG Isaac Hart, A Btry., SGT Robert Snow, C
Btry.
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The Old WWII Tactic

Will Still Bring Smoke

LZ CENTER -- A division artilleryman used an old WWII tactic to
spoil the plans of over 60 NVA soldiers during a recent operation
near LZ Center.

Teamwork Provides Fire Power

The howitzers from two nearby fire bases teamed up to provide
the firepower for the action that resulted in 15 confirmed Kills.

2LT Robert D. Thomas (San Jose, Calif.) a forward observer for
the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. Bde.

"Whe[n] we first spotted the NVA we thought there were only a
few of them, but soon we counted 12 groups of five NVA , all with
packs and weapons,” said 2LT Thomas.

Artillery Reacts

An important target but to distant and spread out to
effectively to engage with small arms, the artillery was called in
to do the job.

Soon almost one square mile of jungle trembled under the
intensive artillery barrage. The 155mm howitzers of A Battery, 3d
Bn., 16th Arty . on Hawk Hill and the 105mm howitzers of B Battery,
3d Bn., 82nd Arty . on LZ Center were firing a special pattern
called a "zone sweep."

An Old Tactic

The ta ctic, an old atrtillery trick, is provide a target for all
the available weapons. Each howitzer fires on its target and
continues to place additional rounds all around that location.
With as many as 12 guns employed in this mission, each firing
over 18 rounds, the entire area where the NVA were maneuvering
came under intense fire at the same time.
"The aerial observer gave 'Arty' credit for 15 visible kills,"
said CPT Bernhard F. Wolpers (Montery, Calif.) commander of the
infantry unit. "With that nu mber of rounds and the number of NVA
in that area, there must have been a lot of casualties that
couldn't be confirmed.
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'Flying Red Horsemen' Net Awards

LZ SIBERIA - Six 'Flying Red Horsemen' of the division' s Btry.
C, 3d Bn., 82d Arty ., received valor awards in a ceremony here
recently.

The awards were presented to the artillerymen for their actions

during an attack on this firebase last year.
NVA Sapper Force

A battalion - size NVA sapper force arm ed with flame throwers and
RPGs and under heavy mortar cover, recoilless rifle and B -40
rocket fire attempted to penetrate the perimeter of this remote
fire base. heavy fighting continued throughout the night, but the
artillerymen from Siberia and the inf antrymen of the 196th Inf.
Bde. held their ground.

The battle resulted in 32 enemy killed and one captured; 11 AK -
47 rifles, 1 AK - 50, two rocket launchers and one flame - thrower
were confiscated.

Silver and Bronze Stars

Receiving the Silver Star were 1SG Carl F. Victor Jr. (Newburn
N.C.) and SFC Melvin Townes (Augsburg, Germany). Also 1LT George
Marcinko (Marietta, Ga.) and Albert J. Weller (Shoals, Ind) along
with SGT James Lynch (Jersey City, N.J.) received the Bronze Star
for Valor. The Army Commendation Medal for Valor went to SP4
Jerod Caputo (Hoboken, N.J.)

Presentations were made by COL Leslie B. Hardy.
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HILLTOP RELAY STATION
PROVIDES LINK TO UNITS
By SP4 Carl Ekengren

LZ HAWK HILL - Perched on top of a mountain, three Division
artillerymen played a vital role in a recent operation near New
Hau Duc.

PFC Richard Magnusen (Box Hill, S.D.), PFC Ed Scheldrup
(Blackduck, Minn.) and PFC Ronald Alexander (Decantor , Ga.) are
cannoneers assigned to the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty . They spent eight
days on a mountaintop acting as a relay station back to Hawk
Hill and also between the US and ARVN elements. The three men
situated themselves on a high mountain with their radi os and acted
as intermediaries between New Hau Duc and Hawk Hill.

Scattered throughout the New and OIld Hau Duc Valleys were
elements from the 1st Bn., 46th Inf., 196th Bde. and ARVNs from
the 5th Regt., 2nd ARVN Div. They were working jointly to try to
stem the flow of enemy supplies in to the valley.
The little relay station kept the radios manned 24 hours a day.
They retransmitted requests for resupply from the units working in
the valleys below them.
It was the artillerymen's job to keep the li ne of communications
open from the units in the field all the way back to headquarters.
Their job was made necessary by the high mountains all around the
valley which prevented the radios below them from transmitting
over more than a short distance.
For the eight days, the three men lived like hermits - their only
contact to the outside world being the muffled static sounds
coming from their radios.
When their job was completed, the men returned to Hawk Hill.
They received no medals but maybe to one or two of the infantrymen
they might
be remembered as the voices who helped get some hot food to the
field. (196th Bde. 10)
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: A Hot One Out!
A Division artilleryman makes a sight adjustment on a 105mm howitzer as other members

of his team prepare to fire another round during a mission on FSB Mildred. The 3rd Bn.

82nd Arty. soldiers were supporting division ground forces in the mountainous region
west of Chu Lai.

(Photo By J.B. Majerus, Americal 10)
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Photo Caption: A Hot One Out!

A Division artilleryman makes a sight adjustment on a 105mm
howitzer as other members of his team prepare to fire another
round during a mission of FSB Mildred. The 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty

soldiers were supporting division ground forces in the mountainous
region west of Chu Lai. (Photo By J.B. Majerus, Americal 10)
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Enemy Crippled
By 'Legionnaire’
By SP4 Jim Tannesen

LZ HAWK HILL - The construction of a small patrol base atop a hill
followed by a series of swift platoon - size strikes helped thwart the enemy in
Quang Tin Province.

Working off of "OP Legionnaire" 12 miles northwest of Tam Ky, soldiers of
the Division's 196th Inf. Bde. killed 68 enemy and confiscated 21 weapons.

"We knew that Hill 251 was critical terrai n," said CPT James Gardner
(Wellsville, N.Y.), operation officer, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf . "Both north and south
of the hill lay two valleys leading from the mountains into the lowlands. With
a patrol base on the hill we knew we could severely cripple the enemy' s freedom

of movement.

Construction Rapid

The plan being conceived, construction began immediately. Within days
sandbagged fighting bunkers and hundreds of feet of concertina wire encircled
the crest.

The patrol base was manned by B Co. and the r econnaissance platoon of 2nd
Bn., 1st Inf., along with a liaison team from 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty.

Op Legionnaire was in full operation almost immediately, for tactical
operations were conducted even while the base was being constructed.

Contact Frequent

Platoon size elements ranged into the lowlands and mountains, kiling 37
enemy soldiers in a 30 day period.

"Almost every day we made successful contact with the enemy,” recalled CPT
Gardner. "We also had a very high kill ratio.”

The 21 enemy we apons confiscated included a Rocket Propelled Grenade
Launcher.

Mission Successful

Three high ranking officials were numbered among the enemy dead. One was a
VC economic cadre, another was a master sergeant NVA advisor to local VC units
and the thir d was a VC military security chief.

Enemy Denial

3rd Bn., 82nd Arty . and the mortar platoon of 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. working
closely with OP Legionnaire accounted for 31 more enemy dead.
"OP Legionnaire denied the enemy everything he needed for a succ essful

offensive," maintained CPT Gardner. "It cut off his supply routes, prevented
his using the valleys both as staging areas and 'rocket pockets' and denied him
use of the hill as his own OP." (196th Bde. 10)
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Search Finds Brother
By SP4 Carl Ekengren
LZ HAWK HILL 1 From DaNang to Chu Lai to Cam Ranh Bay to Duc
Pho, after three months of travelling and searching SGT Verlyn
McCurdy (Garsden, Ala.) finally found his brothe r.
McCurdy, an Air Force welder stationed in Da Nang with the 20th
TASS, received a letter from his mother informing him that his
younger brother Steve had been recently assigned to Vietnam.

ARThe | etter was pretty vague and onfmy gave a
brotherdéds | ocation, 0 recalled the sergeant.

In his spare time, McCurdy hitched rides on any available
transportation ohelicopters, airplanes and trucks. For weeks his
search proved fruitless.

The 22 year old elder finally wrote his mother to re - check on

the address. The first address had been incorrect. Undaunted,
McCurdy set out again with a new address in hand.
After three months of tedious effort, the elder McCurdy at last
found 18 year old PFC Steve McCurdy, a Division soldier assigned
t o C Btry, 3d Bn., 82nd Arty.
What made the reunion more amazing was the fact that PFC
McCurdy was working as an RTO for D Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf. He
had been in the field for four months and just come to the rear
area. (Div Arty 10)



Vol. 3, No. 10 CHU LAI, VIETNAM  April 10, 1970
Page 6

Outpost Recoils Attack
LZ Center T In a bitter struggle high atop a lonely mountain
outpost, Division infantrymen smashed an enemy sapper attack,
killing eight NVA and confiscating a sizeable stock of ammo.
The recon plt. of the 3d Bn., 21 st Inf., 196th Bde., was night
| aagered ohuliiOPt 6 13 mil es nort hwest of Tam K
was har dly visible, and the men waited anxiously as the hours
ticked by.
AfWe were just changi ndg Jyulky da.am.o,u;n recall ed
John Mauserman (Salt Lake City), recon plt, radio operator.
ASuddenly we started taking incoming grenades

east. o

The attacking force numbered around 30 NVA: 10 were sappers and
the rest were support. The s appers charged the wire, hurling
satchel charges and Chicom grenades.

The Amer ic ans lashed back with a blaze of rifle and machinegun
fire. Two sappers were cut down in the wire.

The 4 .nmbréar on LZ Center lit up the area around Juli et with
illumin  ation, and B Btry., 3d Bn., 82nd Arty. , pounded the enemy
with a deadly barrage of shells.

After 15 minutes the enemy withdrew. Sporadic sniper fire
continued for the next hour.

As daylight approached the Americans surveyed the scene of the
early mo rning battle. Eight NVA lay lifeless in the morning sun.

Several more blood trails were observed leading off the top of the
hill. The retreating enemy had left behind one AK - 47 rifle.
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HE X-RAY

Soldiers from the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery extract a casing from their 105Smm howitzer during a fire mission at LZ

Hawk Hill. The artillery men were supporting ground forces of the 196th Infantry Brigade.
(Photo by SP4 Herbert Brady)
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Photo Caption: Soldi ers from the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery
extract a casing from their 105mm howitzer during a fire mission

at LZ Hawk Hill. The artillery men were supporting ground forces

of the 196th Infantry Brigade. (Photo by SP4 Herbert Brady)
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Photo Caption: A crew member of this 105mm howitzer discards an

empty casing during a fire mission at LZ Hawk Hill. The artillery

men are part of the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery who were
supporting infantrymen of the 196th In fantry Brigade. (Photo by

SP5 Herb Brady)



