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3/18th Artillery Compilation from  

materials saved into the Americal Division  

Veteranôs Association data base. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Above is the 3/18th Artillery Battalion crest.  
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3/ 18th  Artillery Bn  Articles and related materials 

compiled from the Americal Division V eteranôs 

Association (ADVA) database.  
 
ADVA Historian for 2021 comments.  Compilation documents have been made 

for veterans who might not have computer skills to search the extensive 

files for materials about their unit.  

This document was made for veteran s of the 3/ 18th  Artillery  Battalion.  

This is a list of items that are also available to 3/ 18th  Artillery 

veterans, but are considered separate 3/ 18th  Artillery items and were not 

included in the compilation:  

  

The 7 issues of the 3/ 18th  Artillery Newslett ers, ñThe Hook and Star ò are 

not included in the compilation.  This is because almost every story in 

the newsletters is related to the 3/ 18th  Artillery so they can simply be 

read.  Photos related to the 3/ 18th  Artillery Battalion were inserted 

into this do cument from The Americal Divisionôs Newspaper, the ñSouthern 

Crossò. There are no known 3/18th Artillery yearbook s from Vietnam 

service.   Maps of the Americal AO are available, but not part of the 

compilation.  Other general information that relates to all  units of the 

Americal Division are in the ADVA data base.  

 

There are nearly 20 photos related to the 3/ 18th  Artillery Battalion 

inserted into the document. These mainly came from the weekly ñSouthern 

Crossò newspaper. 

 

There are Division and Artillery Ope ration Reports and Lessons Learned 

Reports.  And Operation reports that can provide insight to why 

artillerymen were moving artillery pieces around so much.  

 

 

At the end of this document I have inserted examples of Americal Division 

S2/S3 entries related t o the 3/ 18th  Artillery Battalion to illustrate 

what might be available in the 50 months of Americal Division S2/S3 

reports.  
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Stanton Order of Battle Vietnam reference book information  

about the 3/18th Artillery Battalion.  

 

3rd Battalion 18th Artillery  

(8 - inch Howitzer, Self Propelled) (175mm Gun/8 - inch Howitzer)  

 

 

Arrived Vietnam:  29 October 1965  

Departed Vietnam: 7 October 1971  

Previous Station: Fort Lewis  

 

Authorized Strength 1966   1968   1970  

                     583    565    565  

 

The 3d Battalion of  the 18th Artillery was originally an 8 -

inch self - propelled M110 howitzer battalion but was converted 

in fall 1966  to the dual 8 - inch howitzer self - propelled and 

175mm self - propelled M107 gun configuration.  Initially 

attached to the 1st Cavalry Division a nd Field Forces, 

Vietnam.  It was located at An Khe.  In April 1967 the 

battalion moved to Chu Lai with the mission of general 

support of Task Force Oregon.  In February 1968 the battalion 

was attached to the 23d Infantry Division (Americal) at Chu 

Lai, wh ere it remained.  



 4 

                    UNIT CITATIONS AWARDED 

                      TO 3rd Bn, 18th Arty  

 

 

SOURCE:  Department of the Army Pamphlet 762 - 3 

 

  Unit Citation and Campaign Participation Credit 

Register  

  (1960 - 1978)   Dated: May 1980  

 

Awards:  
          PUC23 Oct 65 -  26 Nov 65 DAGO 40, 1967  

          RVNGC24 Aug 69 -  31 Dec 69 DAGO 42, 1972  

          RVNGC31 Mar 70 -  30 Jun 70 DAGO 42, 1972  

          RVNGC1 Aug 65 -  16 Apr 71 DAGO 54, 1974  

     HHB, 3rd Bn, 18th Arty  

          RVNGC1 Apr 71 -  30 Jun 71 DAGO 6, 1974  

     Btry A, 3rd Bn, 18th Arty  

          MUC27 Nov 65 -  10 Nov 67 DAGO 48, 1968  

          N- PUC25 Apr 67 -  5 Jun 67 DAGO 59, 1969  

          RVNGC23 Oct 65 -  23 Jun 70 DAGO 55, 1971  

     Btry B, 3rd Bn, 18th Arty  

          N- PUC25 Apr 67 -  5 Jun 67 DAGO 59, 1969  

     Btry C, 3rd Bn, 18th Arty  

          VUA3 May 67 -  20 Aug 67 DAGO 43, 1972  

 

 

ABBREVIATIONS: 

HHB  Headquarters & Headquarters Battery  

DAGO:  Department of the Army General Order  

PUC:  U.S. Army Presidential Unit Citation  

VUA:  U.S. Army Valorous Unit Award  

MUC:  U.S. Army Meritorious Unit Citation  

RVNGC: Republic Of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm Unit 

Citation  

  Unit Citation  

N- PUC  U.S. Navy Presidential Unit Citation  

N- MUC  U.S. Navy Meritorious Unit Citation  
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3/ 18th  Art illery Bn  Compilation of Vietnam Articles  
 

This is a compilation of article transcriptions on file in 

the Americal Division Veteranôs Association historical data 

base with references to the 3/18th Artillery Battalionôs 

Service in Vietnam.    

 

Americal Divi sion Magazine -  Fall 1971   Page 37  

 

Color drawing of Batman by Richardson saying "NO MORE 

SUPER- VILLAINS FOR ME!... FROM NOW ON I'M FIGHTING SOCIAL 

PROBLEMS 

 

   When you go to the PX do you snoop around the magazine 

racks waiting for the most in conspicuous moment to grab 

your favorite comic book?  Are you embarrassed that you 

wait until no one is looking before you take it?  

   Be at ease.  There's nothing to be ashamed of everybody 

reads comic books.  The exchanges and book stores sell 

thousands monthly and many more books reach service men 

through subscriptions.  

   Not long ago, reading a comic book indicated a simple 

mind.  But times have changed, and now comics have taken a 

place of respect beside jazz as an art form, purely 

American in origin.    Comics are read by businessmen, 

soldiers, educators, and some pretty bright kids.  

   Comics owe their origin to the military.  Thirty - five 

years ago.  Nazi Germany provided the inspiration for the 

world's most famous character.  Superman was part of som e 

other planet's "master race" and, ironically, fought the 

forces responsible for his creation throughout the war.  

   The real threats kind of died in the fifties.  The 

absence of a monumental national emergency meant the end 

for many superheroes.   Those few that remained on the 

stands were relegated to fighting imaginary space monsters.  

   Perhaps it was the monotony of Superman and his 

colleagues that drove Stan Lee, Editor - in - Chief of Marvel 

Comics (rival of Superman's publishers, National), to write 

st ories on hero es that were less - than - super.  

 (Continued)  
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Americal Division Magazine -  Fall 1971   Page 38  

 

   The Fantastic Four's success cultivated a whole new 

breed of super - anti - heros: the Hulk, a Jeckle - Hyde type 

hero who can't control the change between his human self 

and his Hulkself; Daredevil, unlike your everyday 

superhero, Daredevil is blind; and Iron Man, an 

industrialist playboy that gets his kicks by running around 

in a super - armor suit.  Marvel heros are among the most 

popular in t he Americal.  

   "Let's face it, there aren't any real Supermen," reveals 

Dave McAllister, "So when you read about one, the more 

realistic he acts, the more you can identify with him.  And 

that's how comics entertain.  

 

   As mentioned before, though everybo dy reads comics, most 

guys don't like to admit it.  But when they do, interesting 

discussions often develop.  LT Peter Mandle, A Company, 

26th Engineers, recently broke up a fight between to 

members of his platoon.  

   "I was worried until I found out what it was all about," 

said the seasoned leader.  "These guys were arguing over 

who was stronger, Hulk or the Thing."  

   Out on the fire bases, comic books provide an offbeat 

break in the usual chain of skin books that float between 

the bunks.  

   "The comics o f today are almost as good as newspapers 

for letting you in on trends back home," says PFC Jake 

Baldwin,  A Battery, 3/18 Arty ,  "They have stories on the 

cities, pollution and every other relevant topic.  They 

take a mature look at these situations and rai se 

interesting questions."  

   One problem organic to the field troops and support 

troops alike is comic book supply.  Try as they do, the PX 

often can't avoid missing one or two issues of the 

magazines.  Since stories are usually serialized through 

several  issues, Americal soldiers are often in the dark for 

months on the fate of their hero.....................  
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Vol. 3, No. 67   Saturday  March 8, 1969  

 

MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER 

You're a clunker  

On guard in a bunker  

If you'd abuse  

The weapon you use.  

 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 

........................  

 At 0830 hours, 3 - 1 Inf. SRP team spotted an unknown 

size VC force and called for support from Btry. C, 3 - 18  

Arty. which killed five VC.  

...............................  

 

Vol. 3  No. 80  Friday  March 21, 1969  

MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS  

.....................  

****  

 Twelve NVA and six VC were killed in the 196th Inf. 

Bde. area, and six weapons, one crew - served, were captured.  

 Btry. B, 3 - 18 Arty.  engaged and killed five NVA three 

miles southwest of Ta m Ky.  

 During a sweep of heavy jungle 23 miles west - southwest 

of Tam Ky, Co. D, 4 - 31 Inf. engaged and killed four VC and 

destroyed two sampans........  
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Vol. 3  No. 84  Tuesday  March 25, 1969  

MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS  

 In a delayed re port C Btry., 3 - 18 Arty . killed 14 NVA 

Saturday, 8 - 1/2 miles south of Quang Ngai City.  

 Co.'s A, C, and D, 3 - 1 Inf. each killed a VC in 

scattered actions.  Co. C, 3 - 1 Inf. engaged five VC killing 

one, 1 - 1/2 miles west - northwest of Duc Pho, and Co. A, 3 - 1 

I nf. killed another in a rice paddy 1 - 1/2 miles northeast 

of Duc Pho.  Co. D, 3 - 1 Inf. killed one VC and detained 

four enemy suspects nine miles southeast of Quang Ngai. Co. 

D, 3 - 1 Inf. earlier detained an enemy suspect one mile 

west.  

****  

 In the 198th Inf . Bde. area 11 VC were killed in two 

incidents.  

 Ten VC were killed when A Btry., 3 - 18 Arty.  engaged 

100 enemy soldiers in a mountainous region 24 miles west -

northwest of Quang Ngai.  

 

Vol. 3  No. 88  Saturday  March 29, 1969  

MIRACLE SAFETY REMINDER 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS  

......................  

 Americal's Artillery was active the past week 

accounting for 30 enemy killed.  

 A Btry., 3 - 18 Arty . killed 10 VC when they engaged 100 

enemy soldiers in the mountainous region 24 miles west -

northwest of Quang Ngai, Mo nday.  

 C Btry., 3 - 18 Arty . killed 14 NVA Saturday 8 - 1/2 miles 

south of Quang Ngai.  

 Six kills were credited to D Btry., 1 - 14 Arty. 

Wednesday, when the batter engaged 28 VC nine miles west -

northwest of Quang Ngai.  

.....................................  
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Vol.  3. No. 39 SATURDAY February 8, 1969  

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 

SUNDAY 

Tomorrow's forecast calls for cloudy to mostly cloudy skys.  

Winds will be variable at 5 - 15 knots.  High temperature of 

75' with a low of 65'.  The moon will rise at at [sic] 2340 

hours an d will set at 1132 hours.  

 

                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 

   Delayed accounts of sharpshooting by two artillery units 

brought the 11th Inf. Bde. count to 28 VC killed on one of 

the area's quietest days in weeks.  

   Btry. A, 3 - 18 Arty.  and Btr y. C, 6 - 11 Arty. killed 18 VC 

at 1830 Wednesday after an 11th Bde. observation post spotted 

60- 70 uniformed and arms VC walking in five to 10 - man groups 

11 miles west - northwest of Quang Ngai.  

   When the same OP spotted 12 VC, again uniformed and armed, 

in  the same area at 1800 Thursday, Btry. C fired to kill 

eight VC.  

 

 

Vol. 3. No. 40 SUNDAY February 9, 1969  

MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT 

MONDAY 

Tomorrow's forecast calls for fair to partly cloudy skies.  

Winds will be variable at 3 - 8 knots.  High temperature of 8 0' 

with a low of about 66'.  Moon rise will be at 0045 hours and 

will set at 1219 hours.  

 

                      AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS 

        ******  

   The second highly productive barrage in five days of the 

6- 11 and 3 - 18 Arty. accounted for 20 of 28 VC killed in the 

11th Inf. Bde. area.  Ten weapons, three crew - served, were 

captured, and six VC suspects were detained.  

  The recon unit of the 1 - 20 Inf. directed artillery fire on 

the two groups of 25 VC moving 10 and 11 1/2 miles south of 

Quang Ngai.  At 1 900, Btry,. C, 3 - 18 Arty . killed eight VC 

and, at 1935, Btry, A, 6 - 11 Arty. killed 12.  The two 

artillery units had killed 26 VC Wednesday and Thursday.  
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Information found in the Americal Division ORLL 

reporting:  
 

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterl y Period Ending 31 

October 1967.    

      b.  At the end of the report period, the 16 

searchlights  

of the 3d Platoon, Battery G, 29th Artillery were deployed in 

sup -  

port of Americal Division units as follows:  

UNIT                                                  Num of 

Lights  

-  1st Battalion, 21st Artillery, 3d Brigade, 1st Cavalry  

  Division (Air Mobile)                                    4  

-  3d Battalion, 82d Artillery,  196th Light Infantry        2 

  Brigade  

-  Chu Lai Defense Command                                  1 

-  3d Battalion, 18th Artillery, (196th Light Infantry      3  

  Brigade AO)  

-  2d Battalion, 9th Artillery, 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry    2  

  Division  

  2d Battalion, 11th Artillery, (3d Brigade, 9th Infantry  4  

  Division AO)  

       c.  The fo ur M55's (Quad .50) of the 1st Platoon, 

Battery  

G, 65th Artillery (Automatic Weapons) are deployed under the 

OPCON 

of the 3d Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division (Air Mobile).  
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 

October 1967.    

         ( RCS- CSFOR- 65) (U)  

Operation Hood River.  
                (b)  Division Artillery supported the operation  

with two 155mm Howitzer batteries and one 8 inch/175mm gun battery  

in addition to direct support artillery.  C Battery, 2d Battalion,  

11th Artillery (1 55mm Howitzer) was moved by helicopter to a firing  

position in vicinity of HA THAN CIDG Camp (BS 393703) on 31 July  

1967 to reinforce the fires of the 2d Battalion, 320th Artillery.  

On 2 August 1967, B Battery, 3d Battalion, 18th Artillery  (8 inch/  

175mm gun) and C Battery, 3d Battalion 16th Artillery (155mm Howit -  

zer) moved to firing positions in the vicinity of BS 467870 to pro -  

vide general support for the operation and to reinforce the fires of  

the 2d Battalion, 320th Artillery.  C Battery, 3d Battalio n,  

16th Artillery provided direct support for the 2d Squadron, 11th  

Armored Cavalry Regiment.  The artillery organization for combat  

was as follows:  

 

     2d Battalion, 9th Artillery ( - )       DS -  3d Brigade, 4th In -  

                                           fantry Division  

     3d Battalion, 82d Artillery (+)       DS -  196th Light Infantry  

                                           Brigade  

     2d Battalion, 11th Artillery ( - )      GSR -  2d Battalion, 9th  

       C Battery OPCON to 2d Battalion,    Arti llery  

       320th Artillery)                    Reinf -  2d Battalion,  

                                           320th Artillery  

     3d Battalion, 18th Artillery ( - )       GSR -  2d Battalion, 320th  

                                           Artillery  
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1967.    

         (RCS- CSFOR- 65) (U )  

Operation BENTON:  
                  (a)  Americal Division (then Task Force OREGON)  

conducted offensive operations to locate and destroy enemy forces,  

in stallations and facilities in and around Base Area 117.  

                  (b)  Division Artillery supported the operation  

with three 155mm howitzer batteries and one 8 inch/175mm gun battery  

in addition to direct support artillery.  On 11 August 1967, C Ba t -  

tery, 3d Battalion, 16th Artillery moved to the TIEN PHOUC CIDG  

Camp (BT 104149) and on 14 August 1967 was placed under OPCON of  

the 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division.  The artillery organiza -  

tion for combat was as follows:  

     2d Battalion, 9th Ar tillery ( - )       DS -  3d Brigade, 4th In -  

                                           fantry Division  

     3d Battalion, 82d Artillery (+)        DS -  196th Light Infantry  

                                           Brigade  

     2d Battalion, 320th Artillery          DS -  1st Brigade, 101st  

                                           Airborne Division  

    2d Bn, 11th Arty (+)              Reinf -  2d Bn, 9th Arty  

    3d Bn, 16th Arty ( - )              GSR  

       A Btry                         Reinf -  3d Bn, 82d Arty  

       Howitzer Btry, 2d Sqdn,         

         11th Arm Cav Regt  

       B Btry  

    3d Bn, 18th Arty ( - )              GSR -  3d Bn, 82d Arty  

      B Btry  
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B.  PERSONNEL, ADMINISTRATION, MORALE AND WELFARE.  

 

1.  On 27 April 1968 the Americal Division  Artillery opened a Rest and 

Recuperation Center (R&R) at the Headquarters Base Camp.  Facilities 

include a properly safe - guarded swimming beach, a laundry, barber shop 

and an Enlisted and NCO Club.  Headquarters Battery has a small but 

well - stocked librar y.  It is expected shortly to have a boat in 

operation for daily pleasure fishing trips for up to 20 individuals at 

a time.  Plans are being formulated for a gymnasium and an exchange in 

the local area.  Duration of R&R is three days and is intended 

primar ily for personnel from remote Fire Bases.  Allocations are as 

follows:  

 

6th Bn, 11th Arty -  10 individuals per week.  

1st Bn, 14th Arty -  8 individuals per week.  

3d Bn, 16th Arty  -  6 individuals per week.  

3d Bn, 18th Arty  -  6 individuals per week.  
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                            DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

                      HEADQUARTERS AMERICAL DIVISION ARTILLERY 

                            APO San Francisco 96374  

AVDF- AT                                                    7 July 1968  

SUBJECT:  Artillery Item s for Command Emphasis  

SEE DISTRIBUTION  

1.  Some artillery battalions of the Division are experiencing high deadline rates for 

FADACs and FADAC generators.  Recently, one battalion  had as many as four out of five 

FADACs down at one time for various causes.  

2.  Addressees are encouraged to review their FADAC maintenance procedures  with a view 

toward improving operational readiness of FADAC.  The following are suggested measures 

to improve maintenance programs:  

   a.  Each unit should use a preventative maint enance checklist for each  FADAC 

assigned (Example at Inclosure 1).  This should be checked periodically by the 

battalion commander and/or the members of his staff on visits  to the battery FDC's.  

   b.  Maintenance requirements should be doubled during the  dry season  because of the 

large amount of dust.  One artillery battalion requires  the oil to be changed in the 

FADAC generators every two or three days.  Their  deadline rate for generators is very 

low.  Other periodic maintenance such as cleaning of filte rs should be done more 

frequently than indicated in the associated maintenance manuals.  

   c.  When a FADAC must be evacuated to the 723d Maintenance Battalion, at least one 

of the artillery battalion FADAC maintenance personnel should accompany it.  This 

individual can assist 723d Maintenance personnel in determining and eliminating the 

cause of deadline.  The most important  benefit of this program would be the experience 

gained by the artillery  

battalion FADAC maintenance personnel. Many of the problems found by 723d Maintenance 

Battalion could possibly be eliminated at the organizational maintenance level.  

Liaison with the 723d Maintenance Battalion has  been effected in order to support this 

program.  

3.  The following are some of the results experienced  by one artillery battalion with 

an aggressive FADAC preventative maintenance program:  

   a.  The four FADACs assigned to the battalion logged 724 hours of operation in the 

month of June.  

   b.  The battalion FDC FADAC has logged 2,207 hours of operation w ith  only 30 

minutes of down time since issue in August 1967.  

4.  This letter is required to be on file in each battery and battalion  FDC together 

with previously published "Artillery Items for Command Emphasis".  
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AVDF- GCDO     Americal Division ORLL     10 November 1969  

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 

October 1969.  

 

.........  On 15 August, B4 - 3 Infantry engaged an unknown 

size NVA force vicinity BS622344 with small arms fire and 

artillery fire killing 21 NVA and capturing 8 indi vidual 

weapons.  Five days later, C/3 - 18 Artillery, supporting 

ground elements from FSB Crunch (BS534516), received 70 60mm 

mortar rounds killing 1 US soldier and wounding 8 others.  

................................  

 

                        CONFIDENTIAL 
AVDF- HL                                                   10 May 1970  

SUBJECT: Operational Report --  Lessons Learned, Americal Division, 

Period  

         Ending 30 April 1970,  (RCS - CSFOR- 65) (R2) (U)  

 

.................................  

On 4 Apr A/1 - 20 had 5 mo re WIA(E) from a booby trapped 81mm mortar 

round at BS743358.  C/3 - 18 Arty, on 7 Apr , killed 15 VC at 

BS591458........................................  

 

   (13) The week of 5 April commenced with CAP 1 - 4- 4, vic BS765819, 

receiving 15 60mm mortar rounds from  an UNSEF with NCD.  404 ARVN, vic 

BS 750687, engaged an UNSEF resulting in 6 NVA KIA and 5 IWC.  Also 404 

ARVN in two separate engagements with UNSEF's vic BS 728815 and vic BS 

728825 accounted for 16 NVA KIA.  On 7 April, Minh Long CIDG, vic BS 

591458, f ound 15 VC KBA dead less than 24 hours which were credited to 

C/3 - 18 Arty .  On 8 April D/6 - 11 Arty engaged 3 IOS sightings vic BS 

485765, BS 457764 and BS 515720 resulting in a  total of 13 VC/NVA KBA.  

On 9 April, in support of CAP 1 - 4- 6, A/1 - 82 Arty, vic  BS 719779, 

engaged 45 VC resulting in 12 VC KBA.  OP #1,  

vic BS517779, on 10 April, received 12 82mm mortar rounds from an UNSEF 

with no casualties or damage.  On 11 April 4 - 6 ARVN, vic BS 755852, 

engaged an UNSEF resulting in 7 VC KIA.  

.................. .....................  
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                          CONFIDENTIAL 
AVDF- HL                                                   10 August 

1970  

SUBJECT: Operational Report --  Lessons Learned, Americal Division, 

Period  

         Ending 31 July 1970,  (RCS - CSFOR- 65) (R2) (U)  

 

   (8)  The week ending 6 June was characterized by an increase in 

enemy activity.  The first week in June was the focal point of the 

entire month for enemy initiated activity.  The week started slowly 

with a few contacts and caches being found.  On 2 June, B/1 - 52 Inf, vic 

BS 591836, received 4 rounds of 60mm mortar fire from an UnSEF.  On the 

same day, 2 - 4 ARVN, vic BS 594468, found and evacuated 40 82mm mortar 

rounds and 4/4 ARVN, vic BS 578208, engaged an estimated NVA squad 

resulting in 11 NVA  KIA, 3 IWC and 2 CSWC.  Also on 2 June, A/1 - 20 Inf, 

vic BS 745457, found and evacuated 20,000 lbs of rice.  On 4 June, the 

enemy launched several attacks throughout the province.  A/ 1 - 52 Inf at 

LZ Stinson received 20 rounds of 82mm mortar fire from an Un SEF.  RF 

#425, vic BS 642935, received 12 81mm mortar rounds from an UNSEF.  Dan 

Quang Refugee Camp, vic BS 757818 with PF #71, received 10 rounds of 

60mm mortar fire and a ground attack from an estimated VC Co.  B/3 - 1 

Inf, FSB 411, received 10 - 12 rounds o f 82mm mortar fire from an UNSEF.  

D/3 - 1 Inf, vic BS234774, found and evacuated 6000 lbs of rice and 2000 

lbs of potatoes.  174th Avn, in support of 1/4 ARVN, vic BS 635643, 

engaged an UNSEF resulting in 15 NVA KIA.  B/6 - 11 Arty, in support of 

2/4 ARVN, vi c BS 610489, engaged an UNSEF resulting in 15 VC KIA.  5 

June was the last day of numerous attacks.  C/1 - 52 Inf, vic BS 595837, 

received 80 rounds of 60mm/82mm mortar fire from an UNSEF.  LZ Stinson 

received 15 rounds of 82mm mortar fire from an UNSEF, C/3 - 18 Arty,  vic 

BS 605497, in support of 2/4 ARVN, engaged an UNSEF resulting in 15 VC 

KIA.  The week ended when Binh Son (D) and 3d CACO HQ vic BS 6090, 

received 80 rounds of 82mm mortar fire, 7 RPG rounds and SA fire from 

an UNSEF.  174th Avn, vic BS 60858 8, engaged an UNSEF in support of 3/4 

ARVN resulting in 15 NVA KIA.  
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                          CONFIDENTIAL 
AVDF- HL                                                   10 August 

1970  

SUBJECT: Operational Report --  Lessons Learned, Americal Division, 

Period  

         Ending 31 July 1970,  (RCS - CSFOR- 65) (R2) (U)  

 

...........................  

D/3 - 1 Inf sustained two attacks that day losing 5 WIA(E) to small arms 

fire at BS601625 and 1 KIA and 4 WIA(E) to enemy mortars at BS617642.  

Americal Aviation fire power su pported 3/4 ARVN as 123 Avn Bn gunships 

killed 11 NVA at BS595605 on 13 May.  174th Avn gunships killed 32 more 

NVA a day long action in the same vicinity.  C/3 - 18 Arty caught an 

unknown sized enemy force at BS351514 on 16 May,  30 killing 13 VC 

before they  could escape.  ..................  

On 4 June B/6 - 11 Arty killed 15 VC when they caught an unknown sized 

enemy force at BT241221.  Gunships continued to punish the enemy as the 

174th Avn Co killed 15 NVA in the vicinity of BS635643 while supporting 

ARVN gro und troops on the afternoon of 4 June through the morning of 5 

June.  C/3 - 18 Arty  accounted for 15 VC KBA at BS605497 on 5 June.   
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AVDF- HL                                                   15 

November 1970  

SUBJECT: Operational Report -- Lessons Learned, 23 d Infantry 

Division, Period  

         Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR -- 65 (R2) (U)  

 

August, the howitzers at KHAM DUC moved to JUDY (AT 861015) as 

ELK CANYON I ended and ELK CANYON II was initiated.  These 

howitzers were initially in direct support of 1st  Bn, 5th ARVN 

Regt, which was operating to the West. As the force moved near 

their own supporting 105mm coverage, the 155mm howitzers  

of C Btry reverted to a reinforcing role.  On 29 August, the 

howitzer on SIBERIA moved to HAWK HILL (BT 225312), acting 

support to A Btry.  On 12 September, this howitzer was moved to 

MARY ANN (AS 961998), increasing the number of howitzers there to 

three.  On 13 September, when ELK CANYON II ended, the three 

howitzers on JUDY moved to NEW HAU DUC (BS 024977), and on 18  

Septe mber, there was a shift of personnel between MARY ANN and 

NEW HAU DUC, consolidating the battery at that location.  

   f.  The 3d Battalion, 18th  Artillery provided general 

supporting fire: for the Americal TAOI, with its headquarters and 

operations center located initially at ARTILLERY HILL (BT 

515040), and then at Chu Lai beginning 8 October.  

    (1)  A/3 - 18 Artillery supported operations in the 198th 

Brigade AO from LZ CINDY (BS 342882?) during the period.  It also 

provided direct support to ARVN Ranger O perations conducted in 

and around TRA BONG and HA THANH.  

    (2)  B/3 - 18 Artillery remained at TIEN PHUOC (BT 102140) 

supporting operations in the 196th Brigade AO.  It also provided 

support to Special Forces operations in the TIEN PHUOC and HAU 

DUC areas and responded to numerous sensor missions in the area.  

 

   (3)  C/3 - 18 Artillery continued to support the 11th Brigade AO 

from LZ CRUNCH (BS 534515) and provided support to ARVN Ranger 

Operations in the GIA VUC, BA TO, and MINH LONG areas.  

   g.  Ammunitio n expenditures by caliber for the period 1 August 

to 31 October were:  

 

     105mm              177,700  

     155mm               70,027  

      8"                 15,024  

     175mm                7,725  

              TOTAL     270,246  
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AD508726 

                          CONFIDENTIAL 

                       DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

                           Office of the Adjutant General  

                           Washington, D.C. 20310  

 

In Reply Refer to AGDA (M) (15 Apr 70)  For OT UT 701170         

21 April 1970  

 

SUBJECT: Operational Report -  Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 

Americal Division Artillery, Period Ending 31 January 1970 

(U).  

   .........................................  

 

(2)  During the period the 3- 18 Artillery Battalion 

meteorological stat ion remained at ARTY HILL (BS 515042) 

where it provided metro data to those units in the central 

part of the Americal Division TAOI.  
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AD500212 

                           CONFIDENTIAL 

                       DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

                           Office of the Adjutant General  

                           Washington, D.C. 20310  

    In Reply Refer to  

AGAM- P (M)  (20 Feb 69)  For OT UT 684231      3 March 1969  

 

SUBJECT: Operational Report -  Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 

Americal Division  Artillery, Period Ending 31 October 1968.  

............................    

 (a) Wheeler/Wallowa  
   1.  Operation Wheeler/Wallowa continued during the reporting period with the 

196th Infantry Brigade with the 2 - 1st Inf, 4 - 21st Inf, and 3 - 21 Inf conducting 

operations with the 1st Squadron, 1st Cav Reg.  On the termination of Pocahontas 

Forest on 4 Aug, the 4 - 31st Inf rejoined the operation.  

   2.  Division Artillery supported the operation as follows:  

   a.  C/6/11 moved form Fire Support Base Buck at AT806320  to LZ Center (BT 

050250) on 2 Aug and out of the Wheeler/Wallowaa AO on 3 Sep.  On 9 Aug C/3/82 

moved out to LZ Gimlet (AT 858230) from LZ West (AT 990250.  B/3/82 moved out to 

LZ Gimlet (AT858230) from LZ West (AT 990250).  B/3/82 moved into LZ Center fr om 

the Chu Lai TAO on 3 Sep.  As a result of the arrival of the 1/82d Arty in the Chu 

Lai TAOR, 3/82 was now able to retain all its batteries within the 196th Bde AO.  

C/3/82 moved back to LZ West on 18 Sep.  On 1 Oct D/3/82 supported an operation at 

LZ Ca cti (BT060473) in an AO extension in 2d ROK Bde Ao.  A platoon of C/3/82 

moved out to Polar Bear II (AT 939211) on 2 Oct from LZ West.  On 9 Oct D/3/82 

moved to LZ Baldy, the 196th Bde HQ, located at BT 130449.  

   b.  Reinforcing artillery moved to support  operations in the AO.  On 2 Aug 

C/3/16 moved south to LZ Ross (BT 028341), and on to LZ O'Connor (AT935243) on 8 

Aug.  Three howitzers moved into LZ Ross (BT 0283341) from Fat City (BT 440077) 

and LZ O'Connor on 12 Aug from C/3/16.  On 2 Aug, 3 howitzers of A/3/16 moved to 

LZ West on 21 Sep from LZ O'Connor.  C/3/16 ( - ) moved to LZ Baldy from LZ Ross on 

1 Oct, returning to LZ Ross on 14 Oct.  

   c.  GS artillery from 3/18 Arty  was employed in the 

western portion of the AO and withdrew closer to Tam Ky as 

th e monsoon season started.  B/3/18 moved out to LZ Lurch (AT 

926238) from LZ Karen on 4 Aug.  On 19 Aug the battery 

returned to LZ Ross to remain there for the balance of the 

reporting period.  

   d.  Artillery organization for combat was as follows:  

       3d Battalion, 82d Artillery (+)(105T) -  DS 196th 

Infantry Brigade  

       3d Battalion, 16th Artillery ( - )(155T) -  DS 1/1 Cav 

and GSR 3/82d Arty ,  

       3d Battalion, 18th Artillery ( - )(8"/175G) -  GS  

   ...................................  
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NND873541 CONFIDENTIAL  

              DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
              HEADQUARTERS 1ST BATTALION, 82D FIELD ARTILLERY  
                           23D INFANTRY DIVISION  

                          APO San Francisco 96374  

 

AVDF_ATPO                                          27 April 

1971  

 

Commanding Officer  

23d Infantry Division Artillery  

ATTN: S - 3 

APO San Francisco 96374  

                                SECTION 1, OPERATIONS:  

                                SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITIES  

A.  Command:  

 

   1.  Background.  The 1st Ba ttalion, 82d Artillery 

continued to provide artillery support throughout the 

southern half of the division Tactical Area of Interest 

during the reporting period.  The battalion underwent several 

changes both in key personnel and unit structure during the 

l ast period.  The 1st Battalion, 82d Field Artillery was 

honored to have been the first artillery unit from the 23d 

Infantry Division to participate in Operation Lam Son 719.  

   

 

 

 (5) On 19 Jan 1971 Battery D was informed that two of their 

8 inch tubes wer e to be replaced by 175mm tubes thus giving 

the battery two 8 inch tubes and two 175mm tubes.  The 

announced change occurred on 20 - 21 Jan 1971.  

Battery D in its new configuration left its positions at 

Dottie and Bronco and proceeded to LZ Ross on 23 Januar y 

1971.  The Battery was attached to 3/18 Artillery  on 23 

January 1971, by general order number 1737.  The move  

was accomplished during daylight hours, by road.  
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S- 2/S - 3,4th Bn 3d Inf           LZ Sue  0001  29Mar 68  2400  29Mar 68  6of 8  

Name and Grade of Officer on Duty  

JOHN  P  McANAW, CPT  Inf   
 

 

42 1405   (Late Entry)At 1330 hrs 

monitored Arty   C,O,S - 3 

   Net, 3 - 18 Arty on LZ Dottie; 

fired des - truction mission on bunker vic  

BS49798426, BS  568878 observed adjusted by 

FO on OP George.  

Bunker was destroy ed with a direct hit.  
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DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICERôS LOG 

(AR 220 - 346)  

PAGE NO 

 

8 

NO OF  PAGES 

 

10 

ORGANIZATION OR 

INSTALLATION 

 

AMERICAL DIV TOC  

LOCATION 

 

CHU LAI, RVN  

PERIOD 

FROM 

HOUR    DATE  

0001      16 

May 68  

COVERED 

TO 

HOUR                    

DATE 

2400               

16 May 68  

 

 

68 1810   3/18 arty  PW vic BS517778 at 1800 OP 1 

reported  

11 th  notified   

   Montagnard captured 3 detainees 16 May, 

3 detain -  

ees report VC plt Hq BS557766, PW report  

  

   permanent type VC Hq at this grid: 

557766, they  

have 3 - BAR weapons, unk amount of M - 1s, 

AK-47ôs & 

  

   MAS-36ôs  RHB 
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AMERICAL DIVISION  

Unit Locations as of 3  May 69  

Div Arty  CHU LAI  

  3- 16 Arty CP  BT515040  

    A Btry  BT224311  

    B Btry  BT105142 BT075056  

    C Btry  BT028341 AT988249  

  3- 18 Arty CP  BT515040  

    A Btry  BS342883 

    B Btry  BT028341  

    C Btry  BS534515 

  6- 56 Arty CP  BT564044  

    G/55 th  Arty  BT529112  

  1- 82 Arty CP  BT530037  

    A Btry  BT439070 BS572962 BS343883  

    B Btry  BS705610 BS630850  

    C Btry  BS753432 BS 869319  

    D Btry  BS630853 
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15October69 - Southern Cross Vol. 2 No. 29   Page 6  

Combat In Review  

Pathfinders Insure  

LZ Boxer's Move  

   CHU LAI --  The pathfinders attached to the 132nd Aslt. 

Spt. Hel. Co. assisted in the movement of a battery of 3 - 18 

Arty.  to and from LZ Boxer.  

  After being inserted with the first "Chinook"  lift  onto  

Boxer, PFC John Mott (Philadelphia, Pa.) and PFC  Rick  

Williamson (Atlanta, GA.) took over the air movement  

control.   

  During  the  movement of the battery it was nece ssary  for 

the  pathfinder's to provide navigational assistance to the 

LZ and arty. advisors for the Hercules and Boxcar CH - 47s 

carrying the battery's equipment.  

  The last aircraft completing the movement arrived in  the 

area after dark and was forced to  descend through a broken 

overcast to find LZ Boxer. The pathfinders assisted by having 

mortar illumination rounds fired to mark the LZ and then  

setting  up  ground lighting to assist in placement of the 

load and pickup of returning personnel.     

  The e xtraction was also completed with the aid of 

pathfinders, who were this time charged with load preparation 

and inspection of loads rigged by the battery personnel. They 

also provided the communications to tell the pilots the 

destination of each load.  

  As the extractions progressed anti - aircraft fire was 

encounter - ed, and PFCs Mott and Williamson had to provide 

directional guidance to assure the save arrival and departure 

of the aircraft.  
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Christy Minstrels Sur prise  

Division Hospital Patients  

   By SGT, Cliff Miyashiro  

   CHU LAI --  Several hundred gray clad soldiers gather 

around a bearded banjo player.  In the distance, cannon fire 

resounds like summer thunder.  The date is early 1863, the 

place somewhere in t he deep South.  

   "Pop" Christy and his traveling minstrel show are 

providing a welcome relief from the day to day routine of 

war.  

   One hundred years later, another group of musicians, the 

New Christy Minstrels, perform for another group of soldiers.  

The date is late 1969, the place Chu Lai, Republic of 

Vietnam.  

   The sounds of "Green, Green" echoed through the corridors 

of the Americal's 27th Surg Hosp. as the group played a 

number of their hits for patients.  

   "This is our way of supporting the Amer ican soldier over 

here," commented Gary Fishbaugh (New York), a guitarist with 

the minstrels.  "I think it was about time for the silent 

majority to become noisy."  

   "I heard a rumor that the group would be appearing here, 

but I thought it was just talk.  I sure was surprised when I 

saw them walk through the door.  I think it's just great, 

just great," grinned SP4 Truman Misener (Rogers, Ark.), a 

member of the 3- 18 Arty .  

   The New Christy Minstrels, who have appeared on national 

TV and have traveled exten sively throughout the Untied 

States, have been together for 10 years.  Long range plans 

include a junket through Europe next year.  

   "I wish we made this trip a long time ago, but we'll be 

back," said Bill Reynolds (Fairview, Kan.) a recent addition 

to th e group.  

   The trip was sponsored by the Reader's Digest Magazine.  
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Stork Stats  

    ...........................  

   SGT CECIL G. SPENCER, 3 - 18 Arty., son born June 21,  

Jackson, TN.  

 

............................ ...  
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Subj: Sitrep for Period 010001H ï 012400H May 71, (U)  

............  

b.  OP Middlesex Peak  

1/A               Dottie                  3- 18 Arty             Chu Lai  

.........  
c. OP Finney Hill  

D                 411                     C/3 - 18 Arty           Crunch  
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      Immediate  

 

                CG 196 TH LT INF BDE  

 

                CG 25TH INF DIV  

 

SITREP 311801 ï 011800 Nov 66.  
              (3) 4/31 Inf: 4/31 Inf continued security of AO BLUE  

in sector and conducted EAGLE FLIGHT to XT356427 and conducte d S&D 

operations to XT375397 to XT363376 and XT351350 with no contact.  At  

0835 hrs, Co A apprehended one VC at XT335460 and evacuated her to TAY  

NINH for interrogation.  At 0843 hrs, Co A located and destroyed 03 VC  

hand grenades at XT335461.  

               (4) 3/82 Arty: 3/82 Arty and attached units fired 207  

H & I missions from 251900 ï 260700 Nov 66.  A/3/82 Arty displaced to  

forward base and returned to TAY NINH at 261615 Nov 66.  C/3/82 Arty  

continues to support 4/31 Inf in AO BLUE from XT338444.  B/ 18 Arty  

fired one navigation round and one target of opportunity.  3/82 Arty, 

at TAY NINH, marked two DEFCONS, fired two registrations and two 

navigational missions.  C/2/32 Arty fired 2 registrations.  B/3/13 Arty 

( - ) partially destroyed one sampan at XT0 54544.  
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DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG                          
 Page No             No of Pgs 
                  
2      2 

      CONFIDENTIAL  

 Period Covered 
                From 
             To 
Organization or Installation    Location            Hour        
Date  Hour   Date 
S2/S3 Journal, 1-52 Inf         LZ Stinson BS540825             0001    15 
Sep 69  2400    15 Sep 69 
 
Item Time Time 
No In Out   Incidents, Messages, Orders, Etc.   
 Action Taken    Initials 

16 1630  (C) Fr 1/6 ARVN to TOC RTO: 1/6 ARVN req AO ext until 160800 to 
   include 5277, 5278, 5279.      
 BTOC-Hill        SJ 
 
17 1800  (C) Fr TFD to TOC RTO: TFD rpts clearing 20,000 sq mtrs of land and 
   dest 500mtrs of trench, 15xbunkers, and 10x105rds were destroyed. 
 BTOC-Hill        SJ 
 
18  1800 (C) Fr BTOC to TOC RTO: Re 21st NVA Regt vic 469841 15 Sep fr 
   Binh Lien ville.  It has been rptd the 21st is commanded by Col Chu 
   Dich and has 600xmen, 1x122 rocket and ind wpns.   
 BTOC-Hill        SJ 
 
19 1800  (C) Fr D Co to TOC RTO: D Co rpts that ldr of SAP tm recd rpts fr 
   detachment D, 1st M Bn, 525th M1 Group, there is food cache of 4-6x 
   tons of rice 800-1000 cans mackerel vic 498777.   
 BTOC-Hill        SJ 
 
20 1805  (C) Fr HTM to TOC RTO: Eng 10xVC wearing blk w/wpns.  Results: 
   1xVC KIA.       
 BTOC-Hill        SJ 
 
21  1900 (C) Fr S3 to TOC RTO: Req AO ext fr 6th ARVN Reg DTD 160600- 
   160800 Approved.      
 BTOC-Hill        SJ 
 
22  1930 (C) Fr S3 to TOC RTO: 3xdufflebag units placed in vic 4884.  
 BTOC-Hill        SJ 
 
23 2000  (C) Fr OP 1 to TOC RTO: Chieu Hoi surrendered to CIDG vic OP 1. 
   3/18 Arty has him in custody.     
 BTOC-Hill        SJ 
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Attack on LZ Snoopy  
             

            Communist sappers thought LZ Snoopy would be an easy target, but the  

            Americal Division's Bravo Battery proved them wrong.  

            By Hubert M. Jordan  

 

            Snoopy, the dog in Charles Schultz's popular Peanuts comic strip,  

            regularly fights imaginary battles with the Red Baron and just as  

            regularly loses the fight. For the artillerymen at LZ Snoopy in the  

            spring of 1969, however, there was nothing at all imaginary about  

            the Red Baron. He was only too real, in the form of the VC  

            guerrillas and N VA soldiers in the area. And for the artillerymen,  

            losing was not an option.  

            The early part of May 1969 was a period of relative calm in the  

            southern portion of I Corps. For the men of the U.S. Army 23rd  

            Infantry (Americal) Division's Bravo Battery, 1st Battalion, 82nd  

            Artillery, and Company C, 39th Engineer Battalion, it was a time to  

            continue building fortifications and bunkers on the hill known as LZ  

            Snoopy. I was a member of Bravo Battery's fire direction center  

            (FDC) at the time.  

            Originally an engineer LZ, Snoopy was located approximately 10 miles  

            south of the city of Quang Ngai. It was situated on a hill  

            overloo king some abandoned rice fields and Highway 1, the major  

            north - south road that ran through I Corps and paralleled the South  

            China Sea coast.  

            As part of the pacification effort, American engineers were  

            reb uilding many of the bridges and roadways that had been destroyed  

            by VC and NVA forces operating in the area. The engineers were  

            increasingly harassed that spring by the VC, who would set up  

            roadblocks and collect "tax es" from the local population at night.  

            The VC also mined the roads at night and occasionally set up  

            ambushes for minesweeping units. Every morning the engineers had to  

            sweep Highway 1 for mines and booby traps. To pr ovide protection and  

            fire support for the engineers, Bravo Battery was moved south from  

            LZ Gator, near Chu Lai, to LZ Snoopy.  

            The engineers were not very receptive to the "redlegs" (a term  

            dating back to the American Civil War, when artillerymen wore a red  

            stripe down their trouser legs, like the yellow stripe worn by the  

            cavalry) after the first fire mission, which knocked down the  

            engineers' motor pool tent and made  it necessary to reinforce  

            buildings and bunkers to withstand the concussion from the battery's  

            four 155mm howitzers.  

            The firepower of those howitzers also started to draw the enemy's  

            attention, and soon LZ Snoopy was subjected to periodic mortar fire.  

            The outdoor movie theater the engineers had constructed had to be  

            closed down. Relations between the engineers and the artillerymen  

            were further strained when, due to i ncoming mortar fire, the  

            engineers had to close down their mess hall and eat C rations while  

            the Bravo Battery cooks continued to feed the redlegs hot food.  

            In April 1969 the engineers moved most of their unit to anot her LZ  

            just north of Snoopy, leaving a platoon of engineers to support the  

            artillerymen. When the engineers departed, Bravo Battery moved to  

            the higher of the two hills that constituted the LZ. That hill had  

            been occupied by an ARVN artillery unit, which had laid a minefield  

            of plastic explosives around the hillside. The engineers ran one of  

            their heavy bulldozers over the minefield in an attempt to clear it,  

            but the steepness of the hillside made it impossible to eliminate  

            all the mines. It was decided to leave the minefield intact and  

            construct a new set of bunkers and sandbag fortifications inside the  

            ring of mines.  

            During that April, the artillerymen were busy working to build new  

            living quarters and gun pits inside the LZ's perimeter. The hill was  

                 (continued)  
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            so rocky and hard that all the gun pits had to be built above  

            ground, using sandbags and 55 - gallon drums filled with sand. These  

            parapets circled each of the four howitzers and contained two  

            bunkers, one filled with gunpowder and the other with projectiles.  

            The howi tzers all sat on their spin jacks in the center of each gun  

            pit. During a fire mission, the crews could change the direction of  

            their gun by picking up the trails and moving the gun on its jack  

            until it was aimed in t he proper direction. Near each gun pit the  

            crews built their living quarters, which consisted of 10 - by - 10  

            buildings covered with sandbags and reinforced by mounds of dirt  

            piled up around the sides. In front of each do orway stood a blast  

            wall of sandbags that protected the door from direct hits by mortars  

            and rockets.  

            New fighting bunkers were built on the LZ's perimeter. Some of the  

            bunkers were designed to be manned and equipped with M - 60 machine  

            guns, Claymore mines and hand grenades, while others were intended  

            to be used as fighting positions -- to be manned only in case of  

            attack.  

            The weather was hot, and the consta nt work of building up the LZ,  

            coupled with the fire missions at night, gave the artillerymen  

            little time to rest. With most of the engineers gone, the men of  

            Bravo Battery had to provide their own perimeter security for the  

            first time. Everyone in the battery -- including cooks; communications  

            and motorpool personnel; men in the FDC, which functioned as the  

            command and control center of the artillery group; and the gun  

            crews -- had to stand bunker guard duty. By May, most of the work had  

            been done and the battery resumed a more normal routine. The men  

            provided artillery support for the engineers and other friendly  

            forces during the d ay and at night fired H&I (harassment and  

            interdiction) missions in an effort to stop enemy soldiers from  

            moving about freely.  

            On May 11, breezes from the South China Sea swept inland, resulting  

            in a brea k in the hot weather at Snoopy. A cool night meant the gun  

            crews would be able to get a good rest after their night firing  

            missions. As the evening settled in, the FDC ran communications  

            checks with the manned bunkers . Every half - hour the communications  

            section phoned each bunker, which in turn gave the "all green" code,  

            meaning that everything was quiet.  

            Just after 2 a.m. the bunkers reported "all green." But they were  

            all wrong. Two sappers had penetrated the perimeter without being  

            seen and had occupied one of the unmanned fighting positions. Using  

            a captured U.S. Army field phone, they tapped into the bunker  

            communications lin e and listened to see if the rest of their unit's  

            soldiers creeping up the hillsides of LZ Snoopy had been spotted.  

            After hearing the "all green," the two NVA signaled their comrades  

            to launch the attack. At 2:17 the peaceful night erupted in a series  

            of explosions as NVA sappers stormed the top of the hill, setting  

            off satchel charges and hand grenades under cover of fire from 82mm  

            mortars. Before the battery could respond, the L Z was overrun by a  

            medium- size force of NVA and VC sappers.  

            The sappers were highly trained to penetrate defensive positions.  

            They wore shorts and covered their bodies with a dark, greaselike  

            substance to  help them slide through strands of barbed wire. The  

            sappers could rapidly go through many strands of wire in a matter of  

            seconds. Their technique was to sneak up on a position and quickly  

            overrun it before the defend ers could react.  

            Sappers were usually lightly armed, relying on baskets of hand  

            grenades, rocket - propelled grenades (RPGs) and satchel charges to do  

            as much damage as possible. Some sappers would run through a  

            compound throwing their grenades to create confusion while others  

            attached satchel charges to howitzers, communications bunkers and  

                  (continued)  
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            other important targets. Sapper units were among the most fea red of  

            the enemy troops in Vietnam because they could inflict heavy  

            casualties in a matter of minutes.  

            The defenders made initial contact with the enemy in the sector  

            where the engineers had their bunker.  Five sappers were spotted in  

            that area. At the same time, a number of enemy troops had worked  

            their way through the perimeter and were moving freely through the  

            LZ under the protection of heavy mortar fire.  

            One of the Bravo Battery defenders was patrolling his crew's gun pit  

            when the attack was launched. He had laid his M - 16 against the  

            howitzer in the middle of the pit and was walking around the  

            perimeter. Suddenly,  he heard a noise and saw a dark figure leap  

            over the wall and enter the gun pit, no more than a couple of feet  

            from him. Hidden in the shadow of the projo (projectile) bunker, the  

            artilleryman could observe the sappe r without being seen. With his  

            weapon out of reach, he had only one offensive option. As the NVA  

            sapper paused to look around, the artilleryman leapt out of the  

            shadows, seized him by the neck and strangled him with h is bare  

            hands. No sooner had he finished off the first sapper than another  

            sapper leapt over the wall. The artilleryman jumped the second NVA  

            attacker and was struggling with him when another member of his crew  

            shot the sapper dead.  

            The full impact of the attack was felt at 2:20, when three satchel  

            charges exploded in one of the engineers' bunkers. The artillerymen  

            who were still asleep in their bunkers were rudely aw akened by the  

            explosions. Shouts and cries of "incoming" reverberated through the  

            LZ. The off - duty members of the FDC staff ran from their hooch,  

            grabbing their rifles and steel helmets as they went, to man  

            fighting bunkers on the western perimeter of the LZ while other men  

            scrambled to their positions along the perimeter. Soon the  

            explosions of Claymore mines could be heard, along with heavy  

            machine - gun fire from the  batteries' 7.62mm and .50 - caliber machine  

            guns, as the defenders fought to prevent more enemy troops from  

            penetrating the perimeter.  

            Some of the gun crews were pinned in their bunkers by sappers who  

            stat ioned themselves outside the doorways and tossed hand grenades  

            at the artillerymen whenever they tried to open the doors. Cooks,  

            mechanics and the FDC section had to fight off the sappers and free  

            the rest of the batt ery. Fierce fighting was soon breaking out all  

            over the hill as the artillerymen and engineers struggled to regain  

            control of the LZ from the sappers.  

            The NVA had captured some of the unmanned fighting bunkers and  

            pinned down four engineers with heavy fire from their AK - 47s and  

            RPGs. Their satchel charges ignited ammunition stored in the bunker  

            and trapped the engineers inside.  

            The battery medic, Pfc David Bozek, was trapped in the  

            communications bunker. First Sergeant James Norris and 2nd Lt.  

            Steven Rapier, the assistant executive officer, moved toward the  

            communications bunker looking for the medic and discovered two NVA  

            soldiers patrolling the entrance. Norris and Rapier opened fire on  

            the sappers, pinning them down. Sergeant Norris then tossed hand  

            grenades, killing one of them, while Lieutenant Rapier killed the  

            other sapper with his M - 16. They yelled to Bozek that the coast was  

            clear. The three Americans then started running toward the burning  

            engineer bunker.  

            All had been confusion at first. Fighting in the dark as they were,  

            it was difficult for the Americans to get a good grasp of the  

            situation inside the LZ. But the reali - zation soon set in that  

            Snoopy was under heavy ground attack. NVA soldiers scampered through  

            the battery, trying to attach satchel charges to one of the  

            howitzers. Close - quarters fighting was the name of game that night,  

              (continued)  
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            and for the first few minutes the sappers had the upper hand as they  

            set up posit ions to trap the defenders. Explosions, incoming mortar  

            fire and the cries of wounded troops had momentarily overwhelmed the  

            defenders' senses. But soon training and discipline took over. The  

            Americans grabbed their w eapons and rushed to defend the hill.  

            Illumination was vital to the LZ's defense. One of the battery's  

            four guns was routinely kept loaded with an illumination round and  

            pointed skyward, ready to fire in case the arti llerymen needed to  

            see their surroundings in the nighttime. But sappers had now taken  

            control of the gun pit that had the howitzer loaded with  

            illumination rounds. The gun crew crept toward their gun, and when  

            they were close enough they rushed the pit. The enemy soldiers fled  

            as a crew member reached the howitzer and fired off the first  

            illumination round. Others followed, and soon the LZ was lit by the  

            dim glow of f lares from the howitzer.  

            The flares created a surreal light, and shadows appeared to be  

            moving -- shadows that might be enemy troops. At first the defenders  

            fired at the shadows, fearful of what might lurk in the darkne ss.  

            But soon their nerves settled, and they began searching for real  

            targets. In no time, the men of Bravo Battery went from being a  

            bunch of scared green troops to a disciplined force, bound and  

            determin ed to knock the enemy off the hill.  

            As Bozek and Sergeants Norris and Johnson neared the burning bunker,  

            they were joined by 1st Lt. Grady Stallings. The Americans  

            immediately came under fire, which they returned in k ind. They  

            braved exploding hand grenades and small - arms ammunition stored  

            inside the bunker to pull a wounded man to safety. But despite their  

            efforts to free the remaining men, the air was soon filled with the  

            screams of the three engineers still trapped in the blazing bunker.  

            They perished in the inferno.  

            Private First Class Terrance Penick had been asleep in his bunker at  

            2:21 when he was awakened by someone shouti ng a warning that the LZ  

            was receiving incoming fire. Seconds later a grenade went off  

            outside his door, and Penick and Spc. 4 Robert Staples jumped up and  

            headed for the entranceway. There, they were greeted by anoth er  

            grenade blast that threw Penick back into the bunker.  

            "I looked to the right and saw an NVA moving around in the shadows,  

            but somehow I managed to shoot him," said Penick. "After that,  

            Staples and I de cided to check the projo pits. As soon as we got to  

            the first one, a grenade exploded on top of it, and we both got  

            knocked down again."  

            Penick and Staples defended themselves with hand grenades and their  

            M- 16s. They discovered a wounded cannoneer and quickly moved him to  

            a place of safety.  

            Thirty - five minutes after the battle started, helicopter gunships  

            and fixed - wing flare ships arrived. The gunships flew along the   

            perimeter wire, laying down suppressing fire with their rockets and  

            machine guns. The flare ships started dropping large illumination  

            flares that turned the darkness into an eerie artificial daylight.  

            This had a calming effect on the defenders, bringing the realization  

            that if they could hold out until sunrise they would survive the  

            attack. Always in the back of their minds was what could happen if  

            the lights went ou t, so there were a lot of prayers said that night  

            to keep the illumination flares coming.  

            To help their fellow artillerymen, Bravo Battery of the 3rd  

            Battalion, 18th Artillery, fired their 175mm guns from Minh Long,  

            about 20 miles away, and laid down a line of fire on one of the  

            ridges that overlooked Snoopy. Their shells had a large bursting  

            radius and were normally not used for close combat support. But the  

            175mm battery was the only friendly artillery unit that could fire  

            close to Snoopy. Lying in the bunkers, Snoopy's defenders watched as  

                      (continued)  
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            the shells from the big guns exploded on the ridgeline -- an  

            impressive sight.  

            The men of Bravo Battery were locked in close combat with an enemy  

            determined to destroy as much of Snoopy as possible. Every bunker  

            and all the other places a sapper could hide had to be check ed out.  

            Artillerymen unaccustomed to having to use their rifles soon  

            mastered the art. Pitched battles raged over the entire LZ that  

            night, with much of the fighting hand to hand.  

            Inside the FDC, the men on duty were busy maintaining communication  

            with other U.S. units coming to Snoopy's aid. While some sections  

            stayed on the radio, others prepared for the worst by placing  

            thermite grenades on the radios and the artil lery computer. If the  

            battle seemed lost and the hill about to be overrun, the FDC section  

            had orders to destroy the equipment so it would not be captured  

            intact. Code books and other crypto gear was piled up and ther mite  

            grenades attached. The FDC crew's last act would be to destroy the  

            radios and flee the area.  

            Bozak established an aid station in the command post bunker. As the  

            number of wounded troops mounted -- seve ral with life - threatening  

            injuries -- the FDC section radioed for a medevac. The problem was  

            that the helipad was on the outside of the perimeter wire and not  

            accessible. The only spot to land a chopper inside the perim eter was  

            a small area in front of the command bunker. But the approach from  

            the south and east was blocked by the battery's radio antennas,  

            which could easily snare the helicopter blades. Any approach would  

            have to come from the north over the LZ, increasing the risk of  

            exposure to small - arms fire.  

            As the battle raged, a lone medevac chopper made its approach at  

            about 3 a.m., flying a few feet off the ground. The only  landmark  

            for the pilot was the roadway leading from Highway 1 to the middle  

            of the LZ. White smoke was popped and the headlights of the battery  

            commander's jeep flickered on and off to signal the chopper pilot  

            where to land. Moments later the medevac helicopter set down in the  

            middle of the compound. Wounded were loaded and the chopper took off  

            after less than five minutes on the ground. The bravery and skill of  

            the medevac pilot gave the men of Bravo Battery renewed confidence  

            that more help was on the way.  

            Small groups of defenders continued to clear the hill of NVA and VC.  

            By 4 a.m., the battle was easing up and the engineers and  

            artillerymen were clearly gaining control of the LZ. Firing began to  

            lessen, and by dawn it had completely stopped. The enemy soldiers  

            disappeared as quickly as they had appeared. As the sun rose, the  

            men of Bravo began to emerge from their fighting positions to start  

            cleaning up the LZ. They had survived a night of terror, and many a  

            soldier paused to say a prayer of thanksgiving that morning.  

            As the FDC crew sta rted to relax in their perimeter positions around  

            5:30, they noticed enemy soldiers moving away in one of the erosion  

            gullies along the hillside, about 25 meters from the perimeter. They  

            quickly raked the area with M - 16 and M - 60 fire. Then Captain Robert  

            Miehm, commander of Bravo Battery, ordered the men to cease fire as  

            he issued the "Chieu Hoi" order. (Chieu Hoi was the name of the  

            program by which VC and NVA soldiers could surr ender without  

            reprisal.) The only reply from the gully was an RPG round in Miehm's  

            direction. The FDC section blazed away again, and within seconds  

            there were two lifeless NVA bodies.  

            After that incident,  the rest of the morning was quiet, and cleanup  

            of the LZ proceeded. Snoopy was littered with Chicom hand grenades.  

            Many were duds -- the string in the handle of the grenades had broken,  

            and the fuse had never ignited. As cleanup continued, more medevac  

            helicopters landed to remove troops who had been less seriously  

            wounded. The rest of the C Company engineer unit also arrived to  

               (continued)   
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            help clean up the LZ an d sweep the area around the perimeter for any  

            hidden enemy soldiers. Helicopters continued to land, bringing in  

            small - arms ammunition and supplies. High - ranking officers, including  

            the division artillery commander, ar rived on the scene to inspect  

            the damage and to learn what had happened during the battle.  

            A team of graves registration personnel flew in on one of the first  

            choppers and started the grim task of sifting through the rubble of  

            the engineer bunk for the remains of the three engineers. The bodies  

            of the NVA and VC sappers were placed in the scoop of a front - end  

            loader and dumped into the bed of a truck. They were then taken down  

            to the nearest VC - dominated village and dumped in the center of the  

            settlement as a warning to the VC and NVA that LZ Snoopy was still  

            alive and well.  

            The artillery portion of the hill yielded 25 bodies and a cache of  

            armament that included 10 rifles, two pistols and 150 Chicom  

            grenades. Another 12 bodies were found in the engineer area. Many  

            blood trails were discovered leading away from the hill, and the  

            bodies of another 20 enemy soldiers were found outside the perimeter  

            wire, apparently killed by helicopter gunships or gunfire from the  

            defenders.  

            Papers captured from the dead enemy soldiers revealed how the  

            assault had been planned. They had trained for several weeks in  

            preparation for the attack. Their plan had been to first destroy the  

            FDC by tossing satchel charges into the bunker. If the FDC had been  

            destroyed, t he battery would have lost contact with the rest of the  

            military units in the area.  

            The attackers, it was learned, had been instructed to destroy the  

            bunker with the radio antennas on the roof. Two bunkers met that  

            description on LZ Snoopy, however -- the FDC and the engineer bunker.  

            The sappers had attacked and blown up the wrong bunker. Setting off  

            the satchel charges had been the signal for the rest of the sappers  

            to  start their attack on the four howitzers. Because the enemy had  

            failed to knock out the FDC, the defenders had been able to direct  

            other U.S. units in the defense of Snoopy.  

            The battle at LZ Snoopy was just one of a series of attacks in the  

            southern part of I Corps that month. From one end of the Americal  

            Division area of operations to the other, NVA and VC units attacked  

            Americal positions. In seven days of fighting, the enemy l ost more  

            than 590 killed. Heavy rocket fire from 122mm and 140mm rockets and  

            60mm and 82mm mortars pounded positions in the area. LZ Baldy,  

            headquarters for the 196th Light Infantry Brigade, was also  

            atta cked. To the south, near Tam Ky, NVA and VC forces overwhelmed a  

            small outpost atop Nui Yon hill, only to be driven off with heavy  

            casualties. When LZ Buff, northwest of Quang Ngai was attacked,  

            elements of the 1st Ba ttalion, 52nd Infantry, 198th Infantry  

            Brigade, successfully repulsed VC regulars, resulting in 27 enemy  

            casualties.  

            The attacks by the enemy were part of the plan by the North  

            Vietnamese to demonstrate t heir determination to carry on the war.  

            In May 1969, President Richard M. Nixon was meeting with the South  

            Vietnamese to announce plans for peace in Vietnam. The fight for LZ  

            Snoopy was just one small battle in the Vi etnam War, but to the men  

            on Snoopy, it was a battle for survival. Unlike his comic strip  

            namesake, Snoopy had fought the Red Baron and won.  

 

            Now a computer specialist with the Department of Veterans Affairs,  

            Hubert Jordan was a member of Bravo Battery's FDC crew during the  

            fight for LZ Snoopy. Suggestions for further reading: Vietnam  

            Studies: The War in the Northern Provinces, by Lt. Gen. Willard  

            Pearson (Center for Military History); and The Rise and Fall of an  

            American Army, by Shelby Stanton (Presidio).  
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First issue of Americal Magazine published May 1968. 
 
B&W photo -  A 105mm howitzer with barrel smoking is being 

operated by a crew.  Photo credit -  Eilers  

 

Artillery  

 Roars For  

   Infantrymen  

 

  The Americal Division Artillery, commanded by Colonel 

Lawrence M. Jones, has continually produced outstanding 

support of the ground gaining arms of the Americal Division 

and other Free World forces in Vietn am.  

   Coordinating the efforts of its organic battalions and as 

many as five direct support battalions at one time, the 

artillery of the Americal Division has fired more than 

1,500,000 rounds in support of the Vietnamese struggle.  

   Originally activated under combat conditions in the 

Pacific in May of 1942 with the Americal Division in New 

Caledonia, it supported the division through the Guadalcanal, 

Northern Solomons, Southern Philippines and Leyte campaigns.  

   Presently, Division Artillery consists of  the 3rd 

Battalion, 18th Artillery  commanded by Lieutenant Colonel 

Benjamin T. Meadows, and the 3rd Battalion, 16th Artillery 

commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Warren M. Schuab.  

   Three other artillery units support the Americal Division, 

but are not part o f Division Artillery.  They are the 3/82nd 

Artillery with the 196th Infantry Brigade, the 1/14th 

Artillery with the 198th Brigade, and the 6/11th Artillery 

with the 11th Brigade.  

 

pg 38 

 
 



 38 

May 1969 issue of the Americal Division Magazine.   

 

Back  cover : De adly accurate shells from an 8 - inch self 

propelled howitzer of the 3rd Bn., 18th Arty. support 

Americal infantrymen in combat operations.  
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        The largest Army newspaper in the world  

THE ARMY REPORTER is published weekly under th e supervision 

of the Information Office.  United States Army Vietnam and is 

an authorized Army publication.  The command newspaper has a 

circulation of 85,000 and is printed by PACIFIC STARS AND 

STRIPES in Tokyo, Japan.  

   Opinions expressed in this public ation are not necessarily 

those of the Department of the Army.  This newspaper utilizes 

the facilities of the ARMED FORCES NEWS BUREAU and ARMY NEWS 

FEATURES. Contributions are welcome and may be sent to: THE 

ARMY REPORTER, USARV- IO, APO 96375 or telephone  Long Binh  

4204/4311.  

 

03Jun67 - 'Oregon' Continues To Aid  

   CHU LAI, (OREGON - IO) -  Units of Task Force Oregon 

continued with the Medical Civil Action Program (MEDCAP) in 

the Chu Lai - Duc Pho area, with more than 4500 members of the 

local population benefitt ing from the program in one recent 

week.  

   The 196th Light Infantry Brigade, based at Chu Lai, gave 

out soap, clothing, school kits (as well as three hours of 

English instruction), and a $30 cash donation to the village 

of Phuoc HOa.  The brigade is neari ng completion of church 

rebuilding projections in Phuoc Ho and Le Thuy.  

   In nearby Binh Son, the brigade is sponsoring the Chau O 

Orphanage.  The men will provide food, clothing, cooking 

utensils, and building materials to the orphanage in weeks to 

come.  

   In Duc Pho, the 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division is 

assisting in the construction of a rice warehouse.  Other 

projects of the brigade include repair of a water pump at the 

hospital, digging a well for the First Evangelical Church, 

and distributing c lothing and soap.  

   The 3rd Battalion, 18th Artillery is building a dispensary 

at Long Phu to care for the civilian population in that area.  

The project is now 90 per cent complete.  
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30Mar68 - THE BIG VOICE - The 18th Artill ery, Americal Infantry 

Division, fires one of its 175mm guns in support of troops 

(Photo by SP5 David D. Breedlove, AMERICAL - IO)  

 

Army Reporter...  

03Aug68 - Vietnam Communique  

   Americal Division  

   Americal Division soldiers killed 124 enemy in a week of 

heavy fighting in scattered actions throughout their area of 

operation.  

   Fighting increased in the 198th Light Infantry Brigade's 

area of operations as the infantrymen killed seven enemy.  An 

action fought by elements of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry 

and H Troop, 17th Cavalry six miles northeast of Quang Ngai 

resulted in seven enemy killed.  Four of the kills were 

credited to the cavalrymen, who also captured several weapons 

and a quantity of ammunition.  Airstrikes called in by a 

forward air controller  working in the area killed two enemy 

and the infantrymen accounted for one enemy killed.  

   Soldiers of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade continued to 

encounter heavy fighting as they killed 14 enemy in scattered 

skirmishes.  Riflemen of the 3rd Battalion,  21st Infantry 

killed six Viet Cong soldiers in five separate engagements 

while conducting reconnaissance missions 11 miles west of Tam 

Ky.  Artillerymen from the 3rd Battalion, 18th Artillery 

fired on a group of VC seen moving through an open area west 

of  Landing Zone West.  Four NVA were killed in the action.   A 

battery from the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery killed one VC 

west of the landing zone.  Three more enemy were killed in 

widely scattered skirmishes throughout the brigade's 

operational area.  
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24Feb69 - Rush road project finished in 3 days  

   CHU LAI -  When U.S. Army combat engineers, artillerymen, infantrymen 

and cavalry join forces on an operation their mission is almost sure to 

be accomplished, regardless of the obstacles they face.  

   Soldiers of the Americal Division proved this recently when they were 

called on to beef up the fire power of the Tra Bong CIDG camp.  

   In order to do this, it was necessary to construct a road across 17 

miles of terrain that included rice paddies, mine fields, enemy snipers 

and possible ambushes, streams and jungle.  Vehicles weighing up to 58 

tons were  to be moved along the road, which previously had been only a 

footpath.  

   The task was accomplished in just three days.  

   On the day when the operation  began, two construction and mine sweep 

teams left Binh Son and Tra Bong and began to work towards each other.  

Security for the two teams was provided by one platoon of the 198th 

Infantry Brigade's 1st Bn., 6th Inf. and one platoon of the brigade's 1st 

Bn., 52nd Inf.  

   On the previous day two 23,000 pound bulldozers, four 3/4 - ton dump 

trucks, one 1/4 - ton truck and a front end loader had been airlifted into 

the CIDG camp along with personnel from B Co., 26th Engineer Bn. to begin 

construction from that end .  

   Problems were numerous during the operation.  Eight mines were 

discovered along the trail and destroyed on the first day.  A bulldozer 

broke down.  Enemy snipers directed harassing fire at the teams.  It 

rained.  Rickety foot bridges had to be replace d by dry span bridges 

which could accommodate heavy tracked vehicles.  But the Americal 

soldiers pressed on.  

   Two minefields were known to exist along the route, both dating back 

to the French occupation.  The mine sweep teams covered every foot of the 

r oute with their mine detectors before the heavy construction vehicles 

came along.  

   The giant 58 ton combat engineer vehicles rumbled along, widening the 

road, knocking over obstacles, filling trenches, and at times firing 

their 165mm cannons on suspected  enemy positions.  

   Big artillery pieces, both self - propelled and towed, from Battery A, 

3rd Bn., 18th Art., and armored personnel carriers from Troop H, 17th Cav 

crept along behind the team from Binh Son.  At night they set up a 

defensive position togeth er.  The engineers pulled guard right along with 

the more conventional combat soldiers.  

   It was a strange group of bedfellows that rolled into the camp when 

the road was completed.  Artillerymen, infantrymen, cavalrymen and 

engineers all had their heads held high.  They all had done their parts 

to accomplish a big mission.  
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15 December 1969 - Ceremonial round disrupts VC plans  

LZ CRUNCH  - "Relay-Five-Four Hundred!" bellowed the battery commander 
and the men of Btry. C scrambled to their guns. They knew the command meant 
the enemy was near. 
 In gun pit number one, Brigadier General Edwin L Powell, Jr., assistant 
division commander, Americal Division, and six crewmen mounted the eight -
inch howitzer.  
 Earlier in the day this LZ had been a beehive of activity as the division 
artillerymen prepared for the arrival of General Powell who was coming to fire 
the 200,000th round of the 3rd Bn., 18th Arty ., since it joined the division.  
 Passing through the battery honor guard with General Powell, Col. 
Leslie B. Hardy, commanding officer of the division artillery; Col. William F. 
Sifford, Jr., battalion commander and Capt. John I. Gerzel, battery commander, 
moved to the gun pit where the historic and brightly painted projectile was to be 
fired.  
 Before pulling the lanyard, General Powell paused to address the 
battery. Suddenly a member of the Fire Direction Center (FDC) ran into the midst 
of the ceremony, obviously breathless. He exchanged a few quick words with 
Gerzel. General Powell halted his speech to determine the cause of the 
disturbance; the answer came quickly. 
 Formation forgotten, the men grabbed their flak jackets and dashed to 
their guns. An enemy mortar platoon had been spotted by Vietnamese workers. 
With several aircraft and many high ranking o fficers gathered together, this 
remote fire base made an ideal target. 
 Deciding to combine the live fire mission with the firing of the 
200,000th round, Gerzel ordered the ceremonial projectile loaded in gun number 
one. 
 Tense moments passed as the exact location of the suspected enemy 
position was determined. Then General Powell did what he had come to do...fire 
that round.  
 Joined by a 175mm gun, the cannoneers continued to fire a total of 43 
rounds and ruined any plans the enemy might have had to disrup t their 
ceremony. 
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19Apr71- NCO is real father figure     Page 5  

   CHU LAI - "Turn over the engine while I check the fuel pump." "Sure, Dad."  
"Say again?" "Er--Yes, sergeant." 
   Actually, either response is acceptable to Staff Sgt. Hardy A. Griffin,  
motor sergeant for headquarters motor pool, 3rd Bn., 18th Arty ., here.  You 
see, the man asking the question is 20-year-old Pfc. Michael Griffin, the  
sergeant's son. 
   Mike shows up frequently to help at the motor pool when there's time off  
from his medic job at headquarters. 
  "Most families get separated as a result of Vietnam duty," says Mike, "but  
in this case, just the opposite is true." 
   The junior Griffith was stationed in Japan when he requested orders to join  
his father. 
   "I told him to stay where he was," relates the sergeant.  "He was in real 
comfort over there, with easy hours and air -conditioned work facilities; but,  
you know how it is, youth never listens."  
   So blood proved thicker than water, which was in this case the South China 
Sea, and Mike came over to join the elder Griffin. 
   It really isn't that rare that a father and son should be assigned to the  
same unit.  A similar situation occurred about a year ago at Ft. Bragg, N.C.,  
when a tough drill sergeant was called u pon to put his green-recruit son  
through the rigors of basic training. The name of the sergeant?  Hardy A. 
Griffin, and the son was, naturally, Mike.  
   "He'd been taking orders from me for a long time, so he really had a jump  
on the other trainees," said the former drill instructor.  
   Although Mike and his dad maintain a somewhat unorthodox father -son  
relationship (younger Griffin will have to wait some time before he can  
accompany his dad to the NCO club), Mike has no regrets about disregarding 
his father's advice to stay put.  It's a definite plus in the morale column  
to have your own flesh and blood nearby.  
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22Nov71- Photo Caption                   Page 1 

   THE LAST 8 INCH ROUND is fired by Btry C, 3rd Bn., 18th Arty, prior to  
clearing off FSB at Minh Long.  concerned with getting the next round loaded -
up. 
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13Dec71- Americal units complete standdown    Page 12  
   By MSG Bill Pickett  
   CHU LAI - The actual standdown of the 23d Inf. Div. (Americal) was  
accomplished Nov. 27, when the division command group escorted the colors to  
Fort Lewis, Washington for the official deactivation of the unit and retirement  
of the colors. 
   The action brought to a close an enormous redeployment task which began in 
earnest with the announcement of the standdown of the 3d Bn. 18th Arty . and the 
71st Assault Helicopter Company on Sept. 8. 
   Planning for the entire operation began much earlier under the supervision  
of the Keystone Operations Center whose personnel were responsible for the  
coordination a nd scheduling of all standdown activities.  
   A personnel out -processing center was established adjacent to the Chu Lai  
Airfield, and this operation, although deterred one day when Typhoon Hester  
leveled the center, averaged 200 persons per day through its doors, destined 
for reassignment in-country or return to CONUS for further assignment or ETS.  
   Also in September, units of the 23d Med. Bn. and maintenance and engineer 
companies began standdown, many utilizing the facilities of the Division  
Combat Center of [or?] the former 27th Surgical Hospital area through which  
most of the division members would pass during their standdown period.  These  
locations were provided exchange and club facilities to serve Americal soldiers  
during their standdown.  
   On Sept. 17 H Troop, 17th Cav. began its standdown, and during October most  
maneuver elements of the division also began their standdown operations.  
   It was during this period that Task Force Americal began to take shape  
under the command of Col. Robert J. Malley, former DIS COM commander.   
Mission of Task Force Americal (TFA) was to prevent the enemy from establishing  
bases from which to rocket Chu Lai Combat Base and to keep the enemy from  
massing troops for attack. 
   Between Oct. 24 and 30, those units of Division Artillery which had not  
begun standdown were returned to rear areas to begin processing, and on 
Oct. 30 Headquarters and Headquarters Battery of Division Artillery closed out  
its mission as it received standdown instructions.  
   The 1st Bn., 6th Inf. --which had been replaced in the mountains west of  
Chu Lai by the 3d Bn., 21st Inf. -- became the last infantry maneuver element 
to commence standdown when it was ordered to the rear on the last day of  
October. 
   Division support units, including the 23d Supply and Transportation Bn., 
26th Engineer Bn, 723d Maintenance Bn. and Division Support Command began 
standdown during the first week in November.  
   Division Headquarters and Headquarters Company was the final unit to  
conduct standdown activit ies, and as the colors were escorted to COMUS  
[CONUS?] late in November, only the 196th Inf. Bde., under the command of  
Brigadier General Joseph C. McDonough remains. 
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20Jul70- Photo Caption        Page 1 
  STRAINED ACTIVITY marks the order to fire as Americal Division cannoneers  
bring smoke on the enemy.  The crew is from Btry. A, 3rd Bn., 18th Arty.,  
at LZ Cindy.  
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02Dec67 - Pilot Requests Smoke, Gets HE He Can See  

   PLEIKU, (4th INF - IO) -  During a recent skirmish with a 

North Vietnamese Army company Company C, 1st Battalion, 22nd 

Infantry called in for some needed artillery support.  

Responding to the call was Battery A, 3rd Battalion, 18th 

Artillery.  

   Flying above the area of contact was the 4th Infantry 

Division forward obs erver, who radioed a message to the 

artillery battery, "Give me a smoke round."  

   The crew at the fire direction control just smiled at each 

other.  There is no smoke round for a 175mm gun.  

   The flashed back, "No smoke.  Only high explosives."  

   The p uzzled FO called back, "Do you think I can see it?"  

   The crew back at "Smoker's  

 fire direction control center smiled at each other again and 

called back, "I think so."  

   The big gun hurled forth its giant projectile and with an 

ear shattering din, spli ntered the jungle below the FO.  

   The excited FO blurted back into his radio, "I see it, I 

see it!"  

 

 

Army Reporter  

02Dec67 - Pilot Requests Smoke, Gets HE He Can See  

   PLEIKU, (4th INF - IO) -  During a recent skirmish with a 
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   The flashed back, "No smoke.  Only high explosives."  
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 fire direction control center smiled at each other again and 
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03Aug68 - Vietnam Communique  

   Americal Division  

   Americal Division soldiers killed 124 enemy in a week of 

heavy fighting in scattered actions throughout their are a of 

operation.  

   Fighting increased in the 198th Light Infantry Brigade's 

area of operations as the infantrymen killed seven enemy.  An 

action fought by elements of the 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry 

and H Troop, 17th Cavalry six miles northeast of Quang N gai 

resulted in seven enemy killed.  Four of the kills were 

credited to the cavalrymen, who also captured several weapons 

and a quantity of ammunition.  Airstrikes called in by a 

forward air controller working in the area killed two enemy 

and the infantrym en accounted for one enemy killed.  

   Soldiers of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade continued to 

encounter heavy fighting as they killed 14 enemy in scattered 

skirmishes.  Riflemen of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry 

killed six Viet Cong soldiers in five se parate engagements 

while conducting reconnaissance missions 11 miles west of Tam 

Ky.  Artillerymen from the 3rd Battalion, 18th Artillery  

fired on a group of VC seen moving through an open area west 

of Landing Zone West.  Four NVA were killed in the action .  A 

battery from the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery killed one VC 

west of the landing zone.  Three more enemy were killed in 

widely scattered skirmishes throughout the brigade's 

operational area.  
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02Feb69 -  When Red Baron Sees Red -  ZAP!  

   CHU LAI, Vietnam (Special) -  The Red Baron was mad.  His 

voice jumped from the radio with cold fury.  

   "He doesn't talk like that very often", said the colonel's 

driver, listening at headquarters of the 26th Combat Engineer 

Bn.  Only two minutes b efore, Lt. Col. Mathew W. Hoey and his 

chopper crew had been taking a break from a morning of flying 

over the engineer work parties of B Co.  

   Now they were airborne, charging toward the mine sweep 

team that had called for  

"dustoff," the emergency medical  evacuation helicopter.  

   The radio crackled with terse messages alerting them to 

the destruction that lay ahead.  

   "The roller has been blown up, the driver and the operator 

were hurt pretty bad," said the platoon leader.  "Dustoff's 

already gone.  Look s like a CD (command detonated mine)."  

   "Roger, We'll try to find who did it.  Get your tracks on 

the defense and we'll work over the area.  

   With that, now seven minutes from a cup of coffee, the Red 

Baron (as Hoey was dubbed by his men) began a swoopi ng flight 

at treetop level.  He was looking for the position from which 

the VC had just blown up the special armored personnel 

carrier (APC) rigged with a mine detection roller.  

   "That bunker at 9 o'clock," barked the colonel.  

   With only the briefest o f directions, the pilot whipped 

the chopper left and right, up and down, to give Hoey the 

best chance of dropping white phosphorous grenades into 

jungle grown bunkers, trenchlines or ruined huts where a 

hidden enemy might be lurking.  

   With each toss the anger ebbed.  The billowing smoke 

marked targets for the sol  

soldiers on the ground.  With each pass, the door gunners 

strained against their safety straps, leaning into space to 

spray tracers from above.  For 10 minutes lethal fired hosed 

over the battle area.  

   "Okay, that's enough.  Lets go downstairs."  

   For the moment combat was over.  Action had lowered the 

intensity of emotions.  

  "You'll have to stay here until we can retrieve the wreck.  

They want to evaluate it," Hoey told the officer standing 

beside the hulk.  With that 1st Lt. Mathias J. Kasper issued 

instruction and Sgt. 1C Edward Robinson had his men and the 

ACAV's (armored personnel carrier with .50 caliber machine 

guns) from H Troop, 17th Cav., circle and dig in.  This was 

VC country, and t he wagon circle was as effective now as it  

          (Continued)  
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 was in the Indian wars.  

   B Co. and supporting elements were spread in three areas 

along the jungle road.  Their mission had been to build a 

road and get the heavy self - propelled cannons of A Btry., 3d 

Bn., 18th Arty ., into Tra Bong.  This they had done.  A 

"road" inched along the Tra Bong river. But most of the 17.3 

miles from Binh Son to the CIDG camp at Tra Bong was a cow 

path.  Years of war and disuse had allowed the jungle to 

creep ba ck.  The VC mined what was usable.  

   Three bypasses, two dry span bridges and 1 1/2 miles of 

pioneer road along with the ever - present mine sweep had been 

needed.  

   "We flew airmobile heavy equipment into Tra Bong and 

started from both ends," commented th e colonel.  "We were 

two - thirds of the way by the end of the first day.  Then the 

rain started (13 inches in 24 hours) and really hurt.  It 

took two days to go that last third of the way.  

   The return trip was worse.  

   "There isn't any road!" was one sol dier's remark.  

   Now the job was to get themselves back to Highway 1 at 

Binh Son, and then home.  The Combat Engineer Vehicles (CEV) 

presented a real - challenge in the deep mud.  Each of these 

monsters weighs 60 tons but they are essential to area 

clearanc e, ammunition off - loading and augmenting fire power.  

   The tropical torrent washed out or weakened the road, 

erasing the previous work.  A CEV bogged in the mud when a 

section built on a paddy dike collapsed.  This halted the 

second party.  Landing strip planking was being used at a 

third stretch of the road so the huge cargo truck, called a 

"Goer," could go.  

   Marauding VC also plagued the column.  Before they got to 

their base at LZ Bayonet, three soldiers would be killed and 

21 wounded.  Seven of the w ounded were from H Troop 17 Cav.; 

the others were from B,C,D, and E companies, 26th Engineer 

Bn.  Sporadic mortar, rocket and sniper fire harassed them 

every day.  

   "Those guys are tops," reflected LTC Hoey.  "In spite of 

the mud, rain, floods, washouts, mechanical breakdowns, 

mines, rockets -  you name it, they've been on the receiving 

end -  they can still laugh.  I was kidding Lt. John C. Platt 

about the CEV being buried, and he was still able to grin.  

The units supporting us have also been outstanding, 

particularly H Troop, 17th Cav. and the 123rd Aviation Bn.  

   The Americal Div.'s 26th Engineers again earned the combat 

in the "combat engineer" title on the road to Tra Bong.  
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Pacific Stars & Stripes  

04Jun 71 Page 6  

Friday  

7 GIs  

Killed in  

UH1 Crash  
   S&S Vietnam Bureau  

   SAIGON ï Seven Americans were killed Tuesday afternoon 

when an Army UH1 helicopter crashed 24 miles northwest of 

Saigon, the U.S. Command said.  

   Reason for the crash was unknown, spokesmen said.  The 

copter was supporting an 18 th  ARVN Div. operation at the 

time.  

   An OH6 copter was downed by Red ground fire Tuesday, 130 

miles southwest of Saigon, spokesmen said.  The copter was 

destroyed and one crewman wounded.  

   Spokesmen also reported the loss of another OH6 May 26 in 

which two crewmen were killed when their craft was shot down 

six miles north of A Luoi in northern South Vietnam.  

   In ground action eight GIs were wounded when an element of 

the 1 st  Brigade, 5 th  Inf. Div. (Mech.), fought a Communist 

unit 15 miles northwest of Quan g Tri, spokesmen said.  Two 

Reds were killed in the fight.  

   Five Communists were killed 21 miles west of Chu Lai by an 

Americal Div. artillery element.  There were no U.S. 

casualties, spokesmen said. [Historian Note: 198 th  Brigade 

gave B/3/18 th  Artillery  credit for 5 KBA and 2 AK47 CIA].    

   Two Americans were killed and one injured when a unit of 

the 1 st  Brigade, 101 st  Airborne Div., tangled with a Red force 

21 miles southwest of Hue, the U.S. Command said.  Communist 

losses were not known.  
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Vol. 3  No . 63  Tuesday  March 4, 1969  

 

MIRACLE SAFETY REPORT 

The oil and brush lay unused  

So the grime and the barrel had fused.  

When Charlie loomed bigger,  

Joe tugged at the trigger,  

And, sadly, heavenward cruised.  

 

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS  

ARMCHAIR TOUR OF THE UNITED STATES 

 The names of all 50 states of the U.S.A. can be found 

among the letters below.  The names sometimes read forward, 

sometimes backward, sometimes up, down, diagonally.  Draw a 

pencil line around the name of a state when you locate the 

sequence of letters that spells it.  

 Hey guys, this brain - twister, mind - bender - buster comes 

from Mary Morris, sister of the artist -  assistant editor, 

SP5 John Morris, The Hook and Star Newspaper, 3rd Bn., 18th 

Arty.  

 (LETTER PATTERN HERE) 
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HEADQUARTERS, 3RD BRIGADE TASK FORCE 
25th Infantry Division 

APO San Francisco 96355 
 
AVDO-0-0P        10 August 1967 
 
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period 31 July 1967   

(RCS-CSFOR-65) (U). 
 
.................................................................. 
 

   (c) 2nd Battalion, 11th Artillery supported the 2nd Battalion, 9th 
Artillery, in a general support ï reinforcing role during the period 1 May 1967 
through 31 July 1967.  This Battalion with the attachment of Battery C, 3rd 
Battalion, 18th Artillery, fired in support of the infantry in contact, fired 
blocking fires, answered calls for immediate fire, and added great depth 
and power to the H&I program of the brigade. 
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            OPERATION POCAHONTAS FOREST  

  

        Operation POCAHONTAS FOREST was a  

multi - battalion,  combined US - ARVN operation conducted  

from 5 July through 3 August 1968.  Operations were  

directed at enemy forces and installations located in the  

Hiep Duc Valley, Son Hiep village, and southern Duc Duc  

District area (See Overlay 1).  

 
 
        Direct  artillery support for TF Cooksey was  

provided by B Btry, 3d Bn, 82d Arty; C Btry, 3d Bn, 82d  

Arty; A Btry, 6th Bn, 11th Arty; and C Btry, 6th Bn, 11th  

Artillery.  General artillery support came from B Btry,  

3d Bn, 18th Arty; B Btry, 3d Bn, 16th Arty; and C Btry,  

3d Bn, 16th Artillery. All artillery units were  

controlled through HQ, 3d Bn, 82d Artillery.  
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                          DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

                      HEADQUARTERS AMERICAL DIVISION 

                         APO San Francisco 96374  

 

 

                        O R I  E N T A T I  O N 
 

   I. History of Americal Division  

 

      The Americal Division was initially activated during World War II.  

The Division was made up of all the American forces on the island of New  

Caledonia .  Thus, the Division's name "AMERICAL" and its motto "Under the  

Southern Cross".  Americal became one of the most highly decorated Divisions  

in the war, however the Division was deactivated at the war's close.  

 

      In April of 1967, approximately 100 U S Army personnel were sent  

to the northeast coastal village of Chu Lai, which at that time was nearly  

all controlled by US Marines.  First Marine Division Headquarters was at  

that time located at Chu Lai.  These 100 Army men, known as Task Force  

Oregon,  began laying the foundation for a new division to be centered in  

The Chu Lai area, when the First Marine Division moved north to Da Nang.  

The new division, named Americal (after its World War II predecessor)  

was finally reactivated in October of 1967, in ceremonies at the present  

Division Headquarters, with General William C Westmoreland presiding.  

The present Commanding General of the Americal Division is Major General  

S. W. Koster.  

 

    Americal is presently composed of three basic light infantry  

brigad es, and many other supporting units.  The 196th LIB, in - country for  

nearly eighteen months, has seen the most action and is now located in the  

vicinity of Tam Ky, 10 miles north of Chu Lai.  The 198th LIB came to  

VietNam in October of 1967 from Ft Hood, Te xas.  Its units are now spread  

out all around the Chu Lai area.  The 11th LIB has been in VietNam only  

since December.  The 11th came from Hawaii and is now located at Duc Pho,  

some 35 miles south of Chu Lai.  Other units within the Americal Division  

are t he 123d Aviation Bn, the 26th Engineer Bn, the 23d Supply and Trans -  

portation Bn, Division Artillery, and various support units.  Furthermore  

parts of the First Air Cavalry, First Armored Cavalry, 14 Aviation Bn,  

3d of the 16th Artillery, 3d of the 18th A rtillery  and a brigade from the  

101st Airborne are also present for duty with the Americal Division.  

 

   The land area covered by Americal extends form Duc Pho to Da Nang,  

with Division Headquarters located in the Center (Chu Lai).  This is the  

"I" Corps  sector of VietNam.  

 



 56 

From the material found in the Task Force Oregon and 

Americal Division ORLL reports:   

 

SUBJECT: Operational Report -  Lessons Learned, Headquarters,  

         Task Force Oregon, Period Ending 30 April 1967 (U)  
      3.  Artillery  

           a. (U)  The Artillery Officer was appointed to the initial  planning group of the Task 

Force.  During the period 18 February - 2 March, the organizational concept of the Task Force Artillery 

was being formulated.  

          b.  (U)  Task Force Oregon Art illery Headquarters was  created as an integral part of the 

Task Force headquarters and divided  into the following elements:  

              (1) Fire Support Element (FSE).  The FSE is designed to function as the Fire 

coordination element within the Task Forc e.  It is composed of 3 officers and 12 enlisted men.  In 

addition, the  G2 Air, G3 Air, US Air Force Air Liaison Officer, Naval Gunfire  Liaison Officer, and 

their sections work in the FSE to provide control  of all fire support agencies capable of delivering  

fire on ground  targets.   The artillery officer or his senior representative present  

acts as the Fire Support Coordinator.  

             (2)  Aviation.  The aviation section was organized to  provide a command and control 

visual reconnaissance and artillery  adjustment capability.  It initially consisted of 9 officers and 

12 enlisted men with 9 light observation helicopters and 2 UH - 1 helicopters.  Added to this was an O - 1 

platoon consisting of 9 officers  and 15 enlisted men with 8 O - 1 aircraft to provide lon g- range visual  

reconnaissance and adjustment of fires for the medium and heavy  artillery.  

              (3) Headquarters.  The headquarters section, consisting  of 7 officers and 28 enlisted 

men was designed to provide a supporting  staff for the commander.  

          c.  (U)  The overall artillery requirement to support the Task  Force, in addition to the 

artillery headquarters was determined to be;  

                (1)  One direct support battalion (towed) to reinforce  105mm batteries, organic to 

each brigade.  

                (2)  One 155mm howitzer battalion (towed) to reinforce  the fires of the DS artillery.  

The towed battalion was selected for  its airmobile capability.  

               (3)  One heavy battalion (8" howitzer/175mm gun) composite) to provide lon g- range 

general support throughout the assigned  TAOR. 

        d.  (U) During the period 18 February - 9 March, planning was begun to determine the equipment 

requirements of the artillery headquarters concurrently with the development of a basic artillery 

con cept  for the Task Force.  Also during this period the 2d Bn, 11th Artillery  (155mm)(T) was 

designated for the Task Force as was the 3d Bn, 18th Artillery  (8"/175mm)(SP)(Minus Battery A).  

Battery A, 2d Bn, 94th Artillery (175mm)(SP) already located in the area of the ROK Marine  Brigade was 

designated to be the third battery of the battalion.  

       e.  (U)  During the period 9 March - 12 April the Task Force  Artillery SOP was published.  The 

aviation concept as originally  specified was altered and the aviatio n section was reduced to 9 

officers  and 16 enlisted men with 8 light observation helicopters.  This was based on the availability 

of LOHs and the decision that two UH - 1s would be provided to Task Force Artillery daily on a mission 

basis.  O - 1 support was t o be provided on a mission basis by the 220th Aviation  Company.  However, at 

the request of III MAF, eight O - 1 aircraft with  pilots were added to that company for the support of 

the Task Force.  

      f.  (U) On 9 March, the Fire Support Element was assembl ed at Headquarters II FFV Artillery with 

all personnel and equipment.  This element was inspected 11 March by the Task Force CG and the  

Artillery officer.  

     g.  (U)  Upon arriving at Chu Lai, the FSE was collocated  with Task Force X - ray FSCC because 

ele ments of both forces were operating in the area.            

 

Task Force Artillery (Prov)  

 

     HHC, Task Force Artillery (Prov)  

     2nd Bn, 11th Artillery (155mm) (T)  

     3d Bn ( - ), 18th Artillery (8"/175mm) (SP)  
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AVDF- GC                                         5 November 

1967  

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 

July 1967  

         (RCS- CSFOR- 65)(RI)(U)                 

D. Plans, Operations and Training  

 

   1.  G3 Section  

        a.  (C)  The advance party of the 1st Bn, 327th Inf 

(A bn) of the 1st Bde, 101st Abn Div closed their base camp in 

the vicinity of DUCPHO at 011300H May 67.  Btry C, 3d Bn, 

18th Arty and the 2d Bn, 11th Arty, minus ; closed LZ 

Montezuma at DUC PHO on the same day.  The artillery units 

deployed to the DUC PHO ar ea to provide general support 

artillery fires to the 3d Bde, 25th Inf Div and the 1st Bde, 

101st Abn Div.  One platoon, Co B, 3d AMTRAC Bn (USMC) became 

OPCON to the 196th Lt Inf Bde.  

 

---------------------------------------------------------  

AVDF- GC                                      5 November 1967  

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 

July 1967  

         (RCS- CSFOR- 65)(RI)(U)                 

 

initiated through channels for an additional  155mm Howitzer 

Battalion (Towed) to fill the void left in general support 

artillery coverage in the CHU LAI TAOR.  

 

             (2)  At the beginning of the reporting period 

one platoon of 175mm Guns from Battery B, 3d Battalion, 18th 

Artillery was located outside of the Task Force OREGON TAOR  

provid ing long range artillery fires to a U.S. Marine 

operation north of the CHU LAI TAOR.  On 4 May 1967 the 

platoon returned to its parent battery in the CHU LAI area.  



 58 

AVDF- CG                                                  26 

November 1967  

SUBJECT: Operatio nal Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 

October 1967.    

         (RCS- CSFOR- 65) (U)  

             (2)  BENTON  

 

                  (a)  Americal Division (then Task Force 

OREGON) 

conducted offensive operations to locate and destroy enemy 

forces,  

installati ons and facilities in and around Base Area 117.  

 

                  (b)  Division Artillery supported the 

operation with three 155mm howitzer batteries and one 8 

inch/175mm gun battery in addition to direct support 

artillery.  On 11 August 1967, C Battery, 3d Battalion, 16th 

Artillery moved to the TIEN PHOUC CIDG Camp (BT 104149) and 

on 14 August 1967 was placed under OPCON of the 1st Brigade, 

101st Airborne Division.  The artillery organization for 

combat was as follows:  

 

     2d Battalion, 9th Artillery ( - )       DS -  3d Brigade, 

4th Infantry Division  

     3d Battalion, 82d Artillery (+)       DS -  196th Light 

Infantry                                          Brigade  

     2d Battalion, 320th Artillery         DS -  1st Brigade, 

101st  

                                           Airborne Division  

 

                                  Page  24  
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AVDF- CG                                                  26 

November 1967  

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 

October 1967.    

         (RCS- CSFOR- 65) (U)  

 

    2d Bn, 11th Arty (+)              Reinf -  2d Bn, 9th Arty  

    3d Bn, 16th Arty ( - )              GSR  

       A Btry                         Reinf -  3d Bn, 82d Arty  

       Howitzer Btry, 2d Sqdn,         

         11th Arm Cav Regt  

       B Btry  

    3d Bn, 18th Arty ( - )              GSR -  3d Bn, 82d Arty  

      B Btry  
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AVDF- CG                                                        

7 May 1968  

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 

April 1968.  

         (RCS- CSFOR- 65) (RI) (U).  

D.  (C) Plans, Operations, Training and Organization  

   1.  G3 Section.  

   a.  General.  (1)  The Americal Division continued 

offensive operations  

in the Americal AO during the period 1 Feb 68 to 30 Apr 68.  

Contact varied from light to heavy.  Two major name d 

operations, Wheeler/Wallowa  

and Muscatine, continued throughout the period and two new 

operations,  Burlington Trail and Norfork [sic] Victory were 

initiated.  

   (2)  On 13 April 1968, LTC William J. Baxley, Jr. assumed 

the duties  

of ACofS, G3 from LTC J esomond D. Balmer, Jr.  

   (3)  On 23 April 1968, a courtesy inspection was conducted 

by the  division IG office in preparation for USARV AGI to be 

conducted in July  1968.  Only minor administrative 

deficiencies were noted.  

   (4)  The Division Standing Oper ating Procedures (SOP) were 

completed and approved.  Publication is expected in the near 

future.  

   (5)  The ORLL for the 4th Bn, 21st Inf, a newly arrived 

unit in Vietnam, is at inclosure 1.  

   b.  Organization.  The buildup of Americal Division units 

con tinued during the reporting period.  Fourth rifle 

companies were added to the  battalions of the 196th and 198th 

Inf Bdes (Lt) (SEP) and fourth Infantry battalions joined the 

11th and 198th Inf Bdes (Lt) (SEP).  Task  Force Oregon with 

all attachments was di scontinued.  The Division troop  

list, as of 30 Apr 68, is attached as inclosure 2.  The 

following organizational actions were completed.  

   (1)  USARV General Order 5f29, 5 Feb 68, discontinued Task 

Force Oregon, effective 6 Feb 68.   

   (2)  USARV General  Order 638, 12 Feb 68, relieved the 

following  units from attachment to Task Force Oregon, 

effective 6 Feb 68:  

   3d Bde, 4th Inf Div  

   2d Sqdn, 11th Armored Cav Regt  

   2d Bn, 11th Arty  

   3d Bn, 16th Arty  

   3d Bn, 18th Arty  

`  
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                        CONFIDENTIAL  
AVDF- HL                                                   10 May 1970  

SUBJECT: Operational Report --  Lessons Learned, Americal Division, 

Period  

         Ending 30 April 1970,  (RCS - CSFOR- 65) (R2) (U)  

 

   (6) 3d Bn, 18th Arty.  LTC J. E. Hayden a ssumed command from LTC W. 

F. Sifford on 15 Feb 70.  

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------  

AVDF- HL                                                       

15 May 1971  

 

SUBJECT: Operational Report -  Lessons Learned, 23d Infantry 

Division  

         (Americal), Period Ending 30 April 1971, RCS CSFOR -  

65 (R3) (U)  

 

   f.  The 3d Battalion, 18th Artillery provided general 

supporting fires for the 23d Infantry Division TAOI with  its 

headquarters and fire direction center at Chu Lai.  
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AVDF- GC                                         7 November 

1968  

 

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 

October 1968.  

         (RCS- CSFOR- 65)(RI)(U)                 

 

   (2)  On 13 August 1968 a three man team headed by SFC 

Spencer departe d for Quang Ngai Province to assist the 2d 

ARVN Division in ground based defoliation operations.  During 

the period 14 through 16 August the perimeters of Kramer 

Compound and Hill 10 were defoliated by the Division team 

utilizing a sprayer mounted on a 3/4  ton truck.  

   (3)  On 5 and 16 September a three man team headed by SFC 

Spencer defoliated the perimeter of LZ Bayonet at the request 

of the 198th Infantry Brigade.  Later reports received from 

the 198th Infantry Brigade indicated that visibility and 

fiel d of fire were greatly increased due to the defoliation 

of the perimeter.  

   (4)  During the period 2 - 4 October a three man team 

defoliated portions of the 3d Battalion 18th Artillery 

perimeter.  Operations were limited to certain portions of 

the perimeter  due to the inaccessible terrain which could not 

be negotiated by the chemical Section's 3/4 ton vehicle .  
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 OPERATIONAL REPORT -  LESSONS LEARNED, HQ, AMERICAL DIVISION  

AVDF_HL                                   10 May 1969  

SUBJECT:  Operation Report for Qua rterly Period Ending 30 

April 1969  
  (c)  Operation Iron Mountain: Operation Iron Mountain, conducted by the 11th Bde 

and 4th ARVN Regt, was initiated and 18 March 69 in the southern sector of the 

Americal/2d ARVN Div AO and is designed to secure populatio n centers along the 

coastal plain and to close with and destroy VCMF/VCLF forces and the 2d NVA Div 

operating in the  

western mountains.  In order to accomplish this mission, the 11th Inf Bde and the 

4th ARVN Regt conducted three large - scale pre - emptive op erations designed to 

destroy enemy forces in suspected base areas before attacks against population 

centers could be launched.  From 22 to 29 March 69, when the first operation was 

conducted, 4 - 21st Inf and A/1 - 1 Cav were engaged in maneuvers to protect Qu ang 

Ngai City from enemy assault.  Two companies of the 4 - 21st Infantry combat air 

assaulted into Base Area 121, se - up LZ Pepper (BS492725) and conducted 

reconnaissance in force operations to the east from Pepper to interdict 

infiltration routes to the coa stal plain.  A/1 - 1 Cav, with the remaining elements 

of 4 - 21st Inf conducted intensive search operations west and south of the city.  

Air Strikes and artillery fires were used to support the search operations and to 

break - up enemy troop formations.   On 23 M arch 69, C/3 - 18th Arty vicinity of 

BS6061, near Nghia Hanh, engaged an estimated company sized force killing 

fifteen of the enemy and disrupting any attempts to maneuver north.  On 24 

March 69, A/1 - 1 Cav engaged an UNSEF vicinity BS636715 in a cane field s outh of 

Quang Ngai near the Song Bau Giang (River) and defeated an estimated battalion 

sized force.  With the threat of enemy attack diminished for the present, 

operations were concluded on 29 March 69.  From 30 March to 4 April 69, a second 

preemptive ope ration was conducted by 3 - 1st Inf with 4/4 and 3/4 ARVN Battalions 

moving to the plains northeast of Duc Pho targeting suspected elements of the 22d 

NVA Regiment and 97th VCMF Battalion who were thought to be massing for attacks on 

Mo Duc and Duc Pho.  On 29 March 69, in a day long battle supported by gunships, 

TAC air and organic artillery, C/3 - 1st and D/3 - 1st Inf made heavy contact with an 

UNSEF northwest of Duc Pho vic BS8204 killing 11 NVA.  Enemy forces withdrew from 

the area and contact lightened as A merical troops concluded operations by 

eradicating rudimentary enemy fighting positions.  On 10 April 69, 4 - 21 Inf combat 

air - assaulted into the Song Ve Valley to conduct pre - emptive operations designed 

to destroy suspected enemy base camps and staging are as in the vicinity.  

Systematic searches conducted in the area resulted in the destruction of several 

small NVA/VCMF base camps.  Extensive bombing strikes were used to support ground 

action.  On 18 April 69, R/4 - 21st Inf vic BS3837 in the southeastern por tion of 

the valley, engaged an unknown size enemy force killing 27 NVA.  Scattered light 

contact continued until 21 April 69, when 4 - 21st Inf having carefully searched the 

Valley, concluded operations and maneuvered into the Nui Hoat mountains to 

continue searches and attacks on suspected enemy strongholds.  At the end of April 

69, 4 - 3d Inf moved into position south of the Song Ve Valley and initiated combat 

operations supporting 4 - 21st Inf operations to the northeast.  Results of 

operations in Operation Ir on Mountain during the period were as follows:  

CONFIDENTIAL 

    26 

     Friendly                        Enemy 

    33 US KIA                      161 VC KIA(C)  

   179 US WIA(E)                   141 NVA KIA(c)  

    51 US WIA(M)                   230 DET   

                                     1 PW/VC 

                                     1 PW/NVA 

                                     1 CH/VC  

                                    69 CIV DEF  

                                   130 IN CIV  

                                    61 IWC  

                                     4 CSWC 
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OPERATIONAL REPORT -  LESSONS LEARNED, HQ, AMERICAL DIVISION  

AVDF_HL                                   10 May 1969  

SUBJECT:  Operation Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 

April 1969  

............... ....................................  
   (a) Tra Bong Road I:  The battalion was tasked to move Battery A, 

3/18th Arty into Tra Bong (vicinity BT 345884).  The Tra Bong road, long 

in disuse and heavily interdicted by the enemy, required placement of 

culvert s and tactical bridging.  The weather deteriorated during the 

period into a severe monsoon storm, with continuous heavy rains.  The 

road opening was conducted in two concurrent phases.  Airmobile equipment 

from the Equipment Platoon, HHC, 26th Engineer Bat talion was lifted into 

Tra Bong to work eastward to meet the engineer force from B  

     35 

Co moving westward from QL - 1.  During the operation, an APC with mine 

roller attachment which was being field tested, was destroyed by a mine.  

(Evaluation report on  the mine roller, (Ensure 202) was forwarded to HA 

Americal Division on 24 Jan 69, the report was forwarded to USARV.  Co B 

sustained three KIA and thirteen WIA from mines, and attacks on their 

Night Defensive positions (mortars, RPG's, and Small Arms).  A n engineer 

element from Co D remained at Tra Bong to construct gun pads, 

emplacements, bunkers and roads for the Artillery.  Inclusive dates for 

the road opening operation were 2 - 11 Jan 69.  
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                    CONFIDENTIAL 

AVDF- GCLO                                         10 August 

1969  

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 

July 1969.  

 

     (13)  3 - 18th Arty.  LTC William F. Sifiori, Jr., assumed 

command from LTC James R. Pruitt on 19 July 1969.  

 

----------------------------------- -------------------------  

                          CONFIDENTIAL 
AVDF- HL                                                   10 August 

1970  

SUBJECT: Operational Report --  Lessons Learned, Americal Division, 

Period  

         Ending 31 July 1970,  (RCS - CSFOR- 65) (R2) (U)  

    

 

(12)  3d Bn, 18th Arty.  LTC A. R. Foster assumed command from LTC ?. 

E. Hayden on 14 June 1970.  

                               2 
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AVDF- HL                                                   15 

November 1970  

SUBJECT: Operational Report -- Less ons Learned, 23d Infantry 

Division, Period  

         Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR -- 65 (R2) (U)  

.................................  

 
   f.  The 3d Battalion, 18th Artillery provided general supporting fire:  

for the Americal TAOI, with its headquarters and  operations center located  

initially at ARTILLERY HILL (BT 515040), and then at Chu Lai beginning 8  

October.  

 

    (1)  A/3 - 18 Artillery supported operations in the 198th Brigade AO from  

LZ CINDY (BS 342882?) during the period.  It also provided direct supp ort to  

ARVN Ranger Operations conducted in and around TRA BONG and HA THANH.  

 

    (2)  B/3 - 18 Artillery remained at TIEN PHUOC (BT 102140) supporting  

operations in the 196th Brigade AO.  It also provided support to  

Special Forces operations in the TIEN PHU OC and HAU DUC areas and responded  

to numerous sensor missions in the area.  

 

   (3)  C/3 - 18 Artillery continued to support the 11th Brigade AO from LZ  

CRUNCH (BS 534515) and provided support to ARVN Ranger Operations in the GIA  

VUC, BA TO, and MINH LONG ar eas.  

 

   g.  Ammunition expenditures by caliber for the period 1 August to 31  

October were:  

 

     105mm              177,700  

     155mm               70,027  

      8"                 15,024  

     175mm                7,725  

              TOTAL     270,246  
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                    DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

              HEADQUARTERS, AMERICAL DIVISION ARTILLERY  

                     APO San Francisco 96374  
AVDF- AT                                              13 May 1968  

 

SUBJECT: Operational Report -  Lessons Learned ( RCS CSFOR- 65)  

 

SEE DISTRIBUTION  

                          SECTION I  

                          OPERATIONS 

 

A.  COMMAND 

    1.  The Americal Division Artillery, in addition to exercising full command over 

the 3d Battalion, 16th Artillery, 155mm (towed) the 3d Battalion, 18th Artillery,  

175mm/8- inch (SP), supervised artillery techniques and coordinated the fires of four 

direct support artillery battalions of the 11th, 196th and 198th Light Infantry 

Brigades and the 3d Brigade, 1st Air Cavalry Division.  Divisi on Artillery also 

provided supporting fires on a coordination and cooperation basis to the 2d Army 

Republic of Vietnam Division, the 2d Republic of Korea Marine Brigade, and for Special 

Forces Teams and US Marine Corps units operating in or adjacent to Ame rical Division 

Area of Operations.  

 

b.  Operations:  

 

   (1)  The return of Battery C, 3d Battalion, 18th Artillery (8"/175G)  

from the Phu Bai area on 14 June 68 enhanced the Division Artillery's  

capability to provide heavy artillery support throughout the division area of 

operations.   In order to provide medium artillery support through -  

out the division AO, the medium artillery battalion was split into six  

fire units.  By placing these units in general support/reinforcing and  

reinforcing roles a quick fir e channel was made available to the direct support 

battalions.  One fire unit continued in a direct support role to  

the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry.  Air displacement of the light artillery  

units to otherwise inaccessible forward fire support bases was the p ri -  

mary method used during the period.  This method provided the direct sup -  

port units the flexibility and response necessary to support an often rap -  

idly changing tactical situation.  The provisional fourth firing battery  

of the direct support battalio ns formed from existing assets, continued  

to provide the flexibility necessary to support operations and provide coverage for 

large brigade AO's.  During the period direct support artil -  

lary batteries from one brigade were placed under the operational co ntrol  

of other brigades to support operations in high enemy threat areas.  

 

 

..............................   

   b.  Battery A, 3d Battalion, 16th Artillery(155T) provided 

reinforcing  

fires for the operation from locations at LZ Ross and Hawk Hill (BT  

224311 ), Battery B, 3d Battalion, 18th Artillery (8"/175G) continued to  

provide general supporting fires from LZ Ross.  On 5 July the Battery  

moved to LZ Karen (AT954239) to provide general supporting fires to  

Operation POCAHONTAS FOREST and WHEELER/WALLOWA. 
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AVDF- ATCO                                          14 May 1969  

SUBJECT:  Operational Report for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR -  

          65 (RI)  (U)  

 

   (f)  3d Battalion, 18th Artillery provided general support to the  

division and fired in supp ort of all AO's and Operational Zones, Operation  

Fayette Canyon and Vernon Lake II.  

 

   1.  A/3 - 18 remained in position at LZ Cindy (BS 342 883)  in the  

Tra Bong Special Forces Camp, firing primarily in support of the 198th  

Infantry Brigade and the Tra Bo ng and Ha Thanh Special Forces Camps'  

operations.  

 

   2.  B/3 - 18 remained in position at LZ Ross (BT 028 341), firing  

primarily in support of the 196th Infantry Brigade.  The 8" platoon moved  

to a firing position in the vicinity of Tam Ky (BT 301 188) on 12 March  

and supported operations of the 196th Infantry Brigade in the vicinity  

of the Tien Phuoc Special Forces Camp during the Post TET offensive.  At  

the conclusion of the operations in the vicinity of Tien Phuoc, 7 April,  

the platoon returned to LZ Ro ss.  

 

                                   6 

                              CONFIDENTIAL 

AVDF- ATCO                                          14 May 1969  

SUBJECT:  Operational Report for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR -  

          65 (RI)  (U)  

 

   3.  C/3 - 18 remained in position at LZ Crunch (BS 534 515) in  

the Minh Long Special Forces Camp, firing in support of Operation Vernon  

Lake II, Duc Pho AO, Iron Mountain Operational Zone, and Minh Long and Ba  

To Special Forces Camps' operations.  
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SUBJECT: Oper ational Report -  Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 

Americal Division Artillery, Period Ending 31 January 1970 

(U).............................  
   (6)  The 3d Battalion, 18th Artillery provided general support fires  

for the Americal TAOI.  

   (a)  A/3 - 18 suppor ted operations in the GENEVA PARK AO from LZ CINDY  

(BS 342883) during the entire period.  The battery also supported  the 

Special  forces operations around TRA BONG (BS 342883), and gave defensive 

support  to HA THAN Special Forces Camp (BS 382701).  

   (b)  B/3 - 18 supported operations in FREDERICK HILL AO from FSB  

TIEN PHUOC (BT 114135) during the entire period.  The battery also 

supported  the Specials Forces operations around TIEN PHUOC and gave 

defensive support HAU DUC Special Forces Camp (BT 072061).  

 

   (c)  C/3 - 18 supported operations in the IRON MOUNTAIN AO from LZ 

CRUNCH (BS 534515) during the entire period.  The battery also supported 

the Special  Forces operations around MINH LONG and gave defensive support 

to BATO and  GIA VUC Special Forces Camps.  

 



 70 

 
S- 2/S - 3    4 -  3 Inf      LZ SUE 0001  9 Mar 68 2400   9 Mar 68  9 of  10  

                                                                  BS 568878  

 

 

55  Cont   BS432748.        

 S,P  

56  1820   1805 hrs 4 th  Bn, 5 th  Regt, 2d ARVN Div,   

 S,P  

    loc BS529748, e ngaged plat size en force  

    resulting in 2 VC KIA, 1 VC WIA; en moved  

    West.  

57  1850   Co A 1/20, vic BS490745, obs 3 VCS, 1w/   

 S,P,B  

    wpn, wearing black clothing; too far away  

    to engage or pursue.  

58  1856   Co A 1/20 loc NDP, BS475746.     

 S, P,B  

59  1957   SITREP neg, loc same      

 S,B  

 

    JOHN P McANAW, CPT inf, OIC  

 

60  2030   Fr 3 - 18 th  Arty FDC: Ref atk on Binh Son   

 S 

    Dist Hqs, 7 Mar 68: PW, possibly VC Co C,  

    Stated that atk was launched by 1 VC Bn,  

    Approx 450 pers. Atk was quic kly broken  

    up due to effective Arty and 4.2ò mort 

    fire placed on enemy. Was very compli -  

    mentary on fire by the Hvy Mort plat in  

    stopping VC atk.  

61  2034   Co B engaged 3 VC on E side of Tra Khuc   

 S,B  

    river w/neg results.  

Name and Grad e of Officer on Duty  

WINSTON GOUZOULES,  CPT Armor  
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Combat In Review  

Liaison To ROKs  

   HOI AN -- Not all division soldiers were within the Americal 

AO.  For example, one officer and three men from the 3rd Bn., 

18th Arty.  provide an important liaison between the Americal 

and the 2nd Republic of Korea Marine Corps Bde.  

   The Korean Marines control the area immediately north of 

Americal's AO and defend the southern approach to Da Nang.  

   The team's primary respons ibility is to pass on 

intelligence information between the 2nd ROK Bde. and the 

Americal Div. and coordinate all their operations.  It also 

aids in clearing all requests for AO extensions and for fire 

between the adjacent units.  
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Artillerymen Net Top Photo Awards  

   CHU LAI --  Two artillerymen from Div. Arty.'s 3rd Bn., 

18th Arty., took all three prizes in the division's first 

Army Photo Contest on Oct. 25 at the Sandpiper Service Club.  

   First prize went to  PFC Larry Eppy who snapped his winning 

photograph (right) in the Mt. Fuji State Park in Japan while 

on R&R.  

   The runner - up was CPT Steven Lutes, who is the battalion, 

S- 1, while PFC Eppy also copped third place.  

   The cash awards of $25, $10, and $5 we re presented by COL 

Bernard L.J. Callahan, Div. Adj. Gen.  

   The contest, which took place during Army Arts and Craft 

Week, Oct. 20 - 26, was sponsored by Americal Special Services.  
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26th Engrs. Goug e Road For Giant Guns  
   LZ SNOOPY-- Early pioneers who followed Indian paths through the American 

frontier, building roads as they went, had nothing on the men of C Co., 26th 

Engr. Bn.  

   In a recent two - day operation about 20 miles northwest of Duc Pho, t he 

engineers literally scraped a one - lane "Wilderness Road" out of a time - worn 

footpath in brush - covered mountains.  

   The road building was a two pronged operation, with one group of men and 

equipment airlifted into the Civilian Irregular Defense Group (C IDG) camp at 

Minh Long working toward another group that started from LZ Snoopy.  

   Clear Gun Route  

   The overall objective of the mission was to open a route to Minh Long for 

two 175mm and two 8 - inch self - propelled guns too heavy to be airlifted in.  

   " Every technique a combat engineer is expected to know was tried and tested 

on this project," said CPT James P. Collins, C Co. Commander.  

   "Often, the footpath we generally followed was washed out, and much of the 

way was little more than six inches wide and surrounded by thick brush.  

   Perform Many Tasks  

   The engineers employed standard road building practices in addition to 

bridge building and demolition work.  

   "We also had to install culverts along the way, cut trees, have mine sweep 

teams patrolli ng to check for buried explosives, and provide our own security 

along the road," CPT Collins added.  

   To prepare for the task, Chinook helicopters lifted four 3/4 ton dump trucks 

and a jeep into Minh Long, along with a group of engineers.  

   Flying Cranes  also hauled a scoop loader, airmobile grader, and two D - 5 

bull - dozers into the camp.  

   Monster Clears Path  

   The group from LZ Snoopy moved behind two monstrous combat engineer vehicles 

(CEVs), which mount a bulldozer blade, a boom and winch, and a 165m m demolition 

gun.  

   Other graders and bulldozers followed the CEVs to make rapid improvements as 

they progressed.  

   The artillery pieces from C Btry., 3rd Bn., 18th Arty. trailed the earth -

moving machines and were guarded along the route by nine armored personnel 

carriers from E Trp., 1st Cav.  

   The big guns will be used to provide heavy fire support for Americal 

soldiers in the area.  

   Bridge Builders Help  

   The group from Minh Long cleared approximately 14 kilometers of the roadway, 

with special assi stance from a bridge - building team from E Co., 26th Engr. Bn.  

   The bridge crew and the raw materials were flown in, and the men completed a 

30- foot span in four hours, working only with hand tools.  

   The second group traveled about 18 kilometers south o f Quang Ngai City, 

until they linked up with the other engineers.  

   Tough Going  

   "The guys from Snoopy had the roughest section of the road," CPT Collins 

said.   "At one point where they forded a river, the first vehicle had to 

virtually tow the others across."  

   They also had to wind their way through the most mountainous terrain, their 

trail marked by several sharp switchbacks.  

   Enemy activity had been expected along the route.  

   "One of my reconnaissance flights was shot at before the project star ted," 

CPT Collins said, "and an ARVN company killed about 20 VC near our projected 

route just the day before we began."  

   But no resistance was encountered by the engineers and men of A Co., 1st 

Bn., 20th Inf. who provided flank security through the 11th Bde. area.  

   Guns Begin Booming  

   Less than 36 hours after their arrival in Minh Long, C battery fired its 

first registration mission, scoring a second round direct hit with one of the 

175mm guns.    continued.....  
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continued.....  

   The whole operation f rom the initial road march to the firing of the 

registration round took only five days to complete.  

 
 

Photo Caption: TWO 175MM GUNS tag behind engineer vehicles through twisting 

mountain road built between LZ Snoopy and Minh Long.  (Photo by 1LT Cecil 

Gree n, Americal IO)  

 

Photo Caption: CEV CUTS ROAD along narrow mountain path to pave way for heavy 

artillery pieces.  (Photo by 1LT Cecil Green, Americal IO)  
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Photo Caption: A BULLDOZER PLOWS ITS WAY across a shallow river near Minh Long, 

about 20 miles n orthwest of Duc Pho.  The 26th Engrs. were constructing a road 

through rough terrain so self - propelled artillery pieces could reach Minh Long 

to support division soldiers in the area.  (Photo by SGM John R. Spehar, 26th 

Engr. Bn)  
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A W A R D S  

   & 

D E C O R A T I O N S  

..................  

   ARMY COMMENDATION WITH "V" DEVICE 

   PFC Bruce A. Chester, 11th Bde; PFC Charles Dorsey, 196th  

Bde; PFC John A. Fedele, 196th Bde; SP5 Carl L. Flynn, 196th  

Bde; SP4  Richard D. Gastone, 196th Bde; 1LT Juan F. Gonzales,  

196th Bde; PFC Benjamin T. Grimes, 196th Bde; SGT Gary W.  

Kauffman, 196th Bde; 1LT Robert J. Monaghan, 123rd Avn Bn;  

SP4 Robert M. Morrissey (1st OLC), 196th Bde; PV1 John A.  

Nottonson, 196th Bde; CPL Charles W. Papp (2nd OLC), 18th 

Arty;  SGT Allen G. Pettengill, 196th Bde; PFC David K. 

Roland, 196th Bde; SSG Gerald W. Schaffer, 198th Bde; SP4 

Ronnie E. Sears (1st OLC), 196th; PFC William D. Shepard, 

123rd Avn Bn; SP4 Paul H. Steving, 196th Bde; SP4 Jame s H. 

Stewart, 11th Bde; SSG Samuel C. Tidwell, 18th Arty; CPL John 

D. Wade (1st OLC), 18th Arty ; SSG William R. Williams III, 

198th Bde; 1LT Richard F. Wood, 18th Arty; PFC Francis 

Zlatos, 11th Bde.  
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Americal  Sports  Div. Football  

Tournament  Wrap- Up 

    

   CHU LAI --  Footballers from the 3 - 18th Arty took advantage of 

some costly errors by the infantrymen of the 11th Brigade recently 

to ease past the football soldiers 26 - 12 in the Division football 

championship.  

   The infantrymen and gunners ground out steady yardage in the 

first half to battle to a 12 - 12 tie.  Then the men of the 3 - 18th 

took charge in the closing half.  

   Fourteen teams from the Division entered the single elimination 

tournament sponsored by the Special Services.  Teams came from all 

over the Division including all three brigades.  Divarty and the 

support elements.  

 

 
Photo Caption -      The Champs...........          3- 18th Magnificent '10'  

   The champions of the Americal Division Football Tourne y 3 - 18th Artillery.  The 

contest was a single elimination tournament sponsored by Special Services.  The 3 -

18th captured the trophy by eliminating the 11th Inf. bde. 26 - 12.  In the future 

there will be a basketball tournament and a cross country race, a Sp ecial Services 

spokesman said.  (Photo by 523rd Sig. Bn.)  
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Proud Men Serving  

               Action  

                Army  

 Photo        SFC Bobbie J.  

                 Boudreaux  

             Career Counselor  

               Division Troops  

    By MSG H. A. Bonesio  
   Forty - three of the 54 reenlistees in the Americal Division during a one - week 

period were in the First Termer category.  

   Most of the new careerists reupped for guaranteed assignments or CONUS choice 

of station.  

   Division Troops were represented by 1SG Calvin Reis, C Co.,  

523rd Sig. Bn: SSG James Wise, B Co., 26th Engr. Bn.; SP5  

William Hanley, 635th MID; SP4 Beverly Whitgreave, B Trp., 1 - 1st  

Cav.  

   Support Command had SP5 George D. Duval, Hqs. & Co . A,  

723rd Maint. Bn.; from the 23rd Med. Bn., PSG Roger Woder, C  

Co., SSG Herbert Foster and PFC Michael Doolin, Hqs. & Co. A.  

   Division Artillery retains SSG Herherts Seffels, HHB; From 1 -  

82nd Arty., SSG Raymond Luinis, HHB, SSG John Fleming, C  

Btry.;  from 3 - 16th Arty., PFC Marion Faison, C Btry.; from 3 - 82nd  

Arty., PFC Robert Jones, HHB, SP4 Victor Wilkins, C Btry.,; from  

3- 18th Arty.,  SSG Gerald Wetherill, HHB.  

   The 11th Infantry Brigade reenlistees were SP4 Edwin Dunham,  

HHC; from 3 - 1st Inf., SP4 Earl Casper, E Co.; from 4 - 21st Inf.,  

PFC David Berberich, C Co.; from 4 - 3rd Inf., SSG Alvin Linker,  

D Co.  

   The 196th Infantry Brigade re - upped Michael Wellert,  

PFC Dennis Moyers, PFC Wendell Nunley, A Co., PFC Donnie  

Shatley, E Co., 4 - 31st Inf.; from 1 - 46th Inf., PFC Jon Rhodes, PFC  

Walter Walker, PFC Thomas Stoddard A Co., PFC Roger Wooden  

and PFC Joseph Booth, B Co.; from 2 - 1st Inf., SP4 Lee Benton  

and SSG James Smith, HHC, SP4 Robert Neuman, PFC John Plate,  

PFC Jimmie Turner, SGT Timothy Moore, A Co. , SP5 David Taylor,  

E Co.; from 3 - 21st Inf., PFC Richard Antill and SP4 Richard  

Christopher, HHC, PFC Alfonza Charles and PFC Brantley Jeffreys,  

B Co., PFC Seward Long, D Co.  

   The 198th Infantry Brigade was represented by PFC Steven  

Hosier, A Co., PFC George Morales and SP4 William Lambeth, B  

Co., 1 - 52nd Inf.; from 5 - 46th Inf., PFC James Fox, C Co., PVT  

Donald Nadeu, D Co.; from 1 - 6th Inf., SP4 Matias Carrasco and  

PFC Marco Schiavoni, B Co., SP4 Larry Crabtree and PFC Travis  

Sanford, C Co., SP4 Lawren ce Alvey and PFC Michael Runnels,  

E Co.             
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Divarty is on the go come rain or shine  

    By SP4 G.E. Jensen  
   CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO) -  The artilleryman is one of the unsung heroes of war.  

Next to the i nfantryman he probably has the most tedious job in Vietnam.  

   His home for 365 days is the hill.  The hill, that in  the dry season seems to 

stand out as the very focal point of the sun's searing rays.  The hill, that in 

the monsoon reaches up to rupture the heavens which pour out their deluge in 

revenge.  

   There are no stand - downs or days off in the rear, there is not rear for him.  

His only break in "tour - 365" comes in the form of R&R.  

   His only link with the rear is the daily re - supply choppers or an  occasional 

convoy where possible.  It brings his letters from home, his water to drink and to 

bath in, and his ammo and "joes".  If the choppers don't come, he goes without 

till the next one can get in.  

   Many may think that all he does is load a round i n the breech of his howitzer 

and pull the lanyard, but there is a lot more.  That is probably the easiest job 

he has.  

   However, the rounds come in, by convoy or chopper, he must unload them and 

stack them in the storage area one by one.  He not only unlo ads projectiles but 

there is his food, water and other supplies that have to be hustled around the 

hill.  

   He also is a mechanic.  He has to keep his guns in firing condition by daily 

cleaning and adjusting.  

   As if these things are not enough, he must b e alert for the enemy at all times, 

if not incoming rounds then the ever present sapper waiting for a slack moment.  

   His is a job which is truly not envied.  There is the daily sand blastings from 

the re - supply choppers and if not that there is the mud t hat adds a pound at every 

step.  A job of long hours, hard work and few rewards.  

                             Photo Captions:  

1) In a matter of minutes more than 14,000 pounds of high explosive artillery    

rounds are off - loaded from a single truck.  This  isolated fire base is the    home 

of Alpha Battery, 3rd Battalion, 18th Artillery .  (Photo by Divarty  

   IO)  

2) This fork - lift operator gently places 100 sets of powder increments in  

   place on the air strip at New Hau Duc.  The powder is for the 155mm  

   howitzers at Bravo Battery, 3rd Battalion, 16th Artillery during a recent  

   artillery raid near New Hau Duc.  (Photo by SP4 William Hayes)  

3)  This 105 crew from the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery loads up in  

   preparation for a fire mission.  The men we re supporting ground troops of  

   the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry in operations north and west of LZ West.  

   (Photo by SSG Tim Palmer)  

4) These soldiers of Delta Battery, 1st Battalion, 82nd Artillery exert much  

   effort in their jobs to clean this eig ht - inch gun.  (Photo by SP4 Gerald  

   Paulin)  

5)  Corporal Lamar Newton, New Orleans, La., of Delta Battery, 1st Battalion,  

   14th Artillery, tightens the fuse on another "projo" as he refills the  

   ammo pit after a long fire mission.  (Photo by SP5 Barne tt)  

6) A cannoneer stoops to lift the last round of a 17 round fire mission.  The    

   'on time' artillery men of Bravo Battery, 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery    

    fire support for the 11th Infantry Brigade.  (Photo by SP5 A.C. Barnett)  
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3rd - 18th Artillery remodels Cindy  

     By SP4 Ed Breidenbach  

   LZ CINDY (AMERICAL IO) -  "Hey pa, watch slapping that tar around, it 

doesn't come off so easy."  

   "Why worry about my tar man, you seem to be doing the job  on yourself 

well enough with that red paint."  

   And so goes the bickering and playful squabbling while members of A 

Battery, 3rd Battalion, 18th Artillery, repaint and rebuild gun pits and 

living areas.  On one particular pit a coat of bright red paint i s going 

on the ends of charge containers, water barrels and everything paintable.  

The olive drab monster in the middle really jumps out in sharp contrast.  

   "This place has turned into a firehouse," one member of a gun section 

noted, "all these little th ings keep us busy in between fire missions."  

   One major change during all the remodeling is the change of names on 

all the big guns.  The two 175mm longs which ram their wallop over 20 

miles if need be and the two eight inch tubes that lob explosives aro und 

10 miles are being named the "Ace of Clubs, Diamonds, Hearts and Spades."  

   Painting the new names on the gun is big business.  Each section is 

taking lots of time so as to do the finest job.  This is part of the 

rivalry which goes on between all four  sections.  Shouting and boasting 

that one gun is better than another constantly bounce form the spotless 

pits.  

   But overall battery pride is shown by page 18 of the July issue of the 

Americal magazine that is proudly tacked on walls, ceilings and buildi ng 

posts.  

   Rivalry doesn't end at the pits edge.  Emotions and tensions run high 

during the famous Tra Bong Valley Volleyball Championships.  One charged 

player commented, "They aren't as bad as they used to be as far as 

bloodshed goes.  At one time we h ad jungle rules -  it often got pretty 

wild -  because anything was legal.  

   Often during the day the men are called upon to 'put fire' on a target 

or provide support for the three infantry brigades in the Division.  

   After the diesel engines have quieted and the rumble and echo up and 

down the valley from the tremendous blast has stopped, life returns to . 

. . the paint can.  

 

Photo Caption: Thundering its ferocity, this 175mm gun of Alpha 

Battery, 3rd Bn Battalion, 18th Artillery  roars at the enemy.  Not 

given to idle chatter this big gun has just delivered a 147 pound 

high explosive message.  (Photo by PFC Roger C. Hurlbutt)  
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Photo Caption: Less than one second after the 8 - inch mouth of 

Gun Two roars, these  cannoneers turn to reloading the huge 

howitzer.  The gun, part of Battery A, 3rd Battalion, 18th  

Artillery, is firing in support of infantrymen of the 198th 

Infantry Brigade.  (Photo by SP5 William J. Hayes)  
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Photo Caption: Another round is ready for chambering as the 

assistant gunner swabs the breech of this 175mm self -

propelled howitzer.  The big gun is part of the armament of 

Battery A, 3rd Battalion, 18th Artillery .  (Photo by SP5 

William J. Hayes)  
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Sheer power  

Thor himself didn't have  

that much thunder - fire  

 (U.S. Army photos)  

 

1) A 155mm howitzer is kept smoking by Alpha Battery, 1st 

Battalion, 82nd Artillery.  

2) A stre am of smoke shoots from this eight inch howitzer of 

Bravo Battery,  3rd Battalion, 18th Artillery .  
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3) Cannoneers brace themselves against the shock as their 

175mm gun roars its  

   defiance to the enemy.  

4) The men of Alpha Battery, 3rd Battalion, 18th A rtillery 

brace themselves as the lanyard is pulled, triggering 175mm 

of power.  
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Griffin and Griffin  
Are father and son  

    By 2LT Fred G. Vigeant  

   Chu Lai, (23rd Divarty IO) -  " Turn over the engine while I check out 

the fuel Pump."  

   "Sure Dad."  

   "Say again?"  

   "Er --- Yes Sergeant." Actually, either response is acceptable to Staff 

Sergeant Hardy Griffin, motor sergeant for headquarters motor pool, 3rd 

of the 18th Artillery in Chu Lai.  You see, the man asking the question 

is 20 - year - old Private First Class Michael Griffin, the sergeant's son.  

   Mike shows up frequently to help at the motor pool when there's time 

off from his medic job at headquarters , 3rd of the 18th.  

   "Most  families get separated as a result of Vietnam duty," says Mike.  

"But in this case, just the opposite is true."  

   The junior Griffin was stationed in Japan when he requested orders to 

join his father.  

   "I told him to stay where he was," relates the ser geant.  "He was in 

real comfort over there, with easy hours and air conditioned work 

facilities; but, you know how it is, youth never listens."  

   So blood proved thicker than water, which was in this case the South 

China Sea, and Mike came over to join th e elder Griffin.  

   It really isn't that rare that a father and son should be assigned to 

the same unit.  A similar situation occurred about a year ago at Fort 

Bragg, North Carolina, when a tough drill sergeant was called upon to put 

his green - recruit son through the rigors of basic training.  The name of 

the sergeant? Staff Sergeant hardy A. Griffin and the son was naturally, 

Mike.  

   "He'd been taking orders from me for a long time, so he really had a 

jump on the other trainees," said the former drill ser geant.  

   Although Mike and his dad maintain a somewhat unorthodox father - son 

relationship (younger Griffin will have to wait some time before he can 

accompany his dad to the NCO Club).  Mike has no regrets about 

disregarding his father's advice to stay pu t.  It's a definite plus in 

the morale column to have your own flesh and blood nearby.  

   Back in the world another Griffin son, Lawrence, wears the Army green 

at Fort Polk, Louisiana.  

   Is he about to expand the unit strength of the Griffin family in 

Vie tnam?  

   "Negative", replies Pop, "I told him the same thing I told Mike when 

he wanted to come over.  Lawrence is a little older, a little wiser, he 

listened to me."  
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Photo Caption: Staff Sergeant Homer L. Jarrell (Logan, Va.), 

vehicle inspector, checks out the front axle of a jeep at LZ 

Phoenix where B Battery, 3rd Battalion, 18th Artillery is 

based at Tien Phuoc.  (U.S. Army Photo by SP4 Guy Winkler)  
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Artillery nestled in valley  

   By Sp/4 Mark A. Schulz  

   LZ CINDY, (23d Inf. Div. IO) -  Sugar and spice isn't all 

that the men of Alpha Battery, 3rd of the 18th A r tillery have 

nestled in Tra Bong Valley.  

   Tra Bong, one time cinnamon cap itol of the world, in the 

valley along the Soui Tra Co River about 15 miles inland from 

Chu Lai.  

   LZ Cindy is anything but the average landing zone.  There 

is an American advisory team there, 3rd battalion, 18th 

Artillery  and also ARVN units.  

   Most ar tillery units are situated on hills, while Cindy is 

in the large valley with step hills one mile away on three 

sides.  

   The landing strip is "the smallest operational airfield in 

Vietnam" said Captain William Stanley, commander of the 

artillery unit.  The  strip was recently damaged by heavy 

rains and was being repaired.  The airstrip cannot be 

enlarged because one end borders the South Vietnamese village 

and the other sits 20 feet from a Soui Tra Co River 

tributary.  

   Supplies for the base are dropped in by Chinook about 

seven times per day with Huey's (UH - 1H) stopping in to lift 

passengers and supplies to a nearby observation post and Chu 

Lai.  

   Brigadier General Bertram K. Gorwitz, assistant general 

for support form Chu Lai, called LZ Cindy "the most im proved 

fire support base in the division" on a recent inspection 

tour of the base.  

   LZ Cindy provides general support artillery for the 

Americal Division within 20 miles of the base.  The Division 

Artillery gives the men of LZ Cindy their targets and 

cle arance to fire.  

   Water for the base is filtered from the nearby river and 

electrical power is generated from four generators which 

light the perimeter area during the night.  

   Captain Stanley proudly stated that, since the landing 

zone has been there fo r two years, they have had the 

opportunity to install five flush toilets; and Enlisted Mens 

Club, serving soda and beer; Non - commissioned Officers Club 

and movie theater.  

   The men of Alpha Company can also enjoy volleyball, 

horseshoes or basketball.      
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Photo Caption -  MOVING SYMBOL --  Stacks and stacks of crates 

and crates are piled high with the equipment and supplies of 

the 23d Infantry Division (Americal) ready to be moved.  

Crates such as these have bec ome an increasingly familiar 

sight to men of the Americal, many of whom have been packing 

their bags in recent weeks to be transferred to other units 

or to go home.  (U.S. ARMY PHOTO)  

F i n a l   d i v i s i o n    s t a n d d o w n  

s c h e d u l e d   a t    F t.  L e w i s  

    By MSG Bill Pickett  

   CHU LAI (Special) --  The actual standdown of the 23d 

Infantry Division will not be accomplished until the last 

days of this month when the division command group will 

accompany the colors to Ft. Lewis, Wash., f or the official 

deactivation of the unit and the retirement of the colors.  

   That action will bring to a close an enormous redeployment 

task which began in earnest with the announcement of the 

standdown of the 3d Battalion, 18th Artillery and the 71st 

Assault Helicopter Company on Sept. 8.  

   Planning for the entire operation began much earlier under 

the supervision of the Keystone Operations Center, whose 

personnel were responsible for the coordination and 

scheduling of all standdown activities.  

   A pers onnel out - processing center was established adjacent 

to the Chu Lai Airfield, and this operation, although 

deterred one day when Typhoon Hester leveled the center, 

averaged 200 persons per day through its doors, destined for 

reassignment in - country or retu rn to CONUS for further 

assignment or ETS.  

   Also in September, units of the 23d Medical Battalion, and 

maintenance and engineer companies began standdown, many 

utilizing the facilities of the Division Combat Center or the 

former 27th Surgical Hospital ar ea through which most of the 

division members would pass during their standdown period.  

These locations were provided [to] exchange and club 

facilities to serve Americal soldiers during their standdown.  

   On Sept. 17, H Troop, 17th Cavalry began its stan ddown, 

and during October most maneuver elements of the division 

also began their standdown operations.  

    It was during this period that Task Force Americal began 

to take shape under the command of Colonel Robert J. Malloy, 

former DISCOM commander.  Miss ion of Task Force Americal 

(TFA) was to prevent the enemy from establishing bases from 

(continued on page 2)    
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 (continued from page 1)  

Official standdown slated at Ft. Lewis  

which to rocket Chu Lai Combat Bas e and to keep the enemy 

from massing troops for attack.  

   Major units standing down during October included 4th 

Battalion, 31st Infantry and 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry on 

Oct. 5, and 3d Battalion, 1st Infantry and the 123d Assault 

Support Helicopter Com pany [Note this must be an error.  

132nd Assault Support Helicopter Company (Hercules) may have 

been the correct unit.] Oct 7.  

   The 11th Brigade and its 1st Battalion, 52d Infantry began 

standdown on Oct. 10.  Two aviation battalions, the 14th 

Combat Avi ation Battalion and 123d Aviation Battalion, went 

into standdown on Oct. 14.  

   Between Oct. 15 and 18, the 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry; 

174th Assault Helicopter Company and 23d Medical Battalion, 

minus, commenced standdown.  

   Headquarters and Headquarters  Company of the 198th 

Infantry Brigade began standdown Oct. 19, followed on Oct. 22 

by 23d Administrative Company and on Oct. 23 by the 16th 

Combat Aviation Group.  

    Between Oct. 24 and 30, those units of Division Artillery 

which had not begun standdown were returned to rear areas to 

begin processing and on Oct 30, Headquarters and Headquarters 

Battery of Division Artillery closed out its mission as it 

received standdown instructions.  

   The 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry -- which had been replaced 

in the moun tains west of Chu Lai by the 3d Battalion, 21st 

infantry maneuver element to commence standdown.  When it was 

ordered to the rear on the last day of October.  

   Division support units, including the 23d Supply and 

Transportation Battalion, 26th Engineer Ba ttalion, 723d 

Maintenance Battalion and Division Support Command began 

standdown during the first week in November.  

   Division Headquarters and Headquarters Company was the 

final unit to conduct standdown activities, and as the colors 

are escorted to CONU S last this month, only the 196th 

Infantry Brigade, under the command of Brigadier General 

Joseph C. McDonough, remains.    
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Photo Caption: ONE LETTER CAN BRIGHTEN  a soldier's day when 

he is far from home.  Mail  call takes place twice a day at a 

designated hour.  Smiles and frowns indicate the results.  

SP4 Edward M. Epp (Philadelphia, Pa.), a Division soldier 

from the 3d Bn., 18th Arty., had a wry smile on his face 

after a mail call in which he received not one but 88 

letters.  The letters had been written by students from the 

Holy Innocents High School where his cousin Sister Maria 

Dorothy is a teacher.  By the next mail call, things were 

down to normal.  Epp received only eight letters!  (Photo by 

SP4 Warren E.  Nordman)  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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Photo Caption -  This powerful long - barreled 175mm gun of the 

3rd Bn., 18th Arty. supports "Chargers" of the 196th Inf. 

Bde.  (Photo by SP4 George Hawkins, 196th Inf., Bde.)  

("Awesome Arty" is printed on the photo in black)  
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3rd Battalion, 18th Arty  

   The 3rd Battalion 18th Artillery was organized in the 

Regul ar Army on June 1, 1917 at Fort Bliss, Texas, as Battery 

C, 18th Field Artillery.  The Battalion was assigned to the 

3rd Division during World War I.  For its outstanding record 

the battalion was awarded the "French Croix de Guerre."  From 

the citation acc ompanying this award came the battalion motto 

"Through Difficulties to the Stars."  

   On October 23, 1965 the battalion arrived in Vietnam.  

Initially it was assigned to the 1st Air Cavalry Division.  

   In April, 1967 the battalion arrived at Chu Lai from An 

Khe with the mission of general support of Task Force Oregon.  

In February, 1968 the 3rd Battalion 18th Artillery was 

assigned to the Americal Division where it is currently 

located.  For Service during 1965 and 1967 A and B Battery 

were awarded the Pre sidential Unit Citation (Navy)),.  

  The 3rd Battalion 18th Artillery still has General Support 

mission for the Americal Division.  The battalion has 

supported by artillery fire every operation conducted by the 

Americal Division since its arrival at Chu Lai .  
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Combat In Review    

Photo Caption: Big Mouth  

 

 
   The towering mouth of a 175mm self - propelled gun gets 

ready to speak as "Gun Bunnies" check their sightings.  The 

big gun of A Btry., 3rd Bn., 18th Arty., sup ports division 

and South Vietnamese Forces in the mountains southwest of Chu 

Lai.  (Photo by SP5 A.C. Barnett, DIVARTY)  
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(Southern Cross patch) Division Artillery Supports 

Infantrymen (Artil lery insignia)  

Photo Captions -  

(1) Forward observe calls in coordinates... (3rd Bn., 16th 

Arty.)  

(2) FDC computes trajectory...(523rd Sig. Bn.)  

(3) Another 155mm Howitzer is lowered on a remote LZ. (3rd 

Bn., 16th Arty)  

(178th AHSC Chinook is shown lowering  a howitzer behind the close 

in shot of a howitzer sitting on the ground).  

(4) Weather data checked .... (523rd Sig. Bn.)  

(5) Calculations complete, round is readied (523rd Sig. Bn.)  

(Looking down the business end of a large howitzer as the gun crew 

set th eir sights.)  

(6) Powerful protection comes in fours (523rd Sig. Bn)  

(view of soldiers standing at the rear of a quad .50.  One man has 

"TOP CAT"  

on his helmet.  Another has "SHAC" on his helmet.  The land to 

their front looks pretty desolate with mountains  in the horizon.)  

 

   Division Artillery, commanded by COL Lawrence M. Jones, Jr., 

has fired more than two million rounds in support of the 

Americal's combat operations in the southern I Corps.  

   Headquarters and Headquarters Battery has administrative an d 

tactical control of all assigned artillery battalions, 

detachments, sections, and platoons in Divarty.  Assigned directly 

to Divarty are the 3rd Bn., 16th Arty., 3rd Bn., 18th Arty., and 

the 1st Bn., 82nd Arty.  

   Air transportable  
   The 3rd Bn., 16th A rty. has three air - transportable batteries.  This 

battalion operates throughout Americal's area of operation and has 

simultaneously operated from as many as seven fire bases.  They have 

performed direct support missions for the 1st Sqdn., 1st Cav.  Their 

155mm Howitzers have a range of 14,600 meters and fire a 193 - pound high 

explosive projectile, illumination, or propaganda.  

   The 3rd of the 18th Arty is an 8 - inch Howitzer and 175mm gun 

battalion.  Their three batteries give general support to the entire 

division area and reinforcing fire for the direct support battalions.  

Elements of this battalion have given support to operations outside the 

division -- Dak To during the Tet offensive and the Hue - Phu Bai during 

their liberation.  

   Both the 8 - inch and 175m m are mounted on track vehicles.  A 200 - pound 

projectile can be fired 16,000 meters from the 8 - inch Howitzer, and a 

150- pound high explosive or white phosphorous round can be launched over 

32,000 meters from the 175mm gun.  

                   (continued)  
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   Recent Arrivals  

   The 1st Bn., 82nd Arty., recently arrival from Ft. Lewis, 

Wash., became operational on Aug. 9.  It is a composite 

battalion consisting of three 155mm Howitz er batteries and 

one 8 - inch Howitzer battery.  It is organized as a standard 

general support battalion for an infantry division.  Its role 

is the same as that of the other two battalions.  

   Also assigned to Divarty are G Btry., 55th Arty. 

(Machinegun) and  the 251st and 252nd Radar Detachments.  The 

primary mission of the machinegun battery is to provide 

perimeter protection.  The radar detachments give counter -

mortar protection and information to further bring first -

round accuracy on suspected enemy mortar , rocket, or 

artillery locations.  

   The searchlight Plt. of G Btry., 29th Arty., which is 

attached to Divarty provides illumination for all supported 

fire bases in the division area.  

   Important Sections.  

   Under Headquarters and Headquarters Battery ar e four 

important sections.  The Ballistic Meteorological Section 

collects weather data for fire adjustment.  The Surveillance 

Radar Section detects targets moving on the ground up to a 

range of 18,000 meters.  the Aviation Section gives air 

intelligence, a nd the Communications Section provides the 

division commander with an alternate division communication 

network.  

   In addition to the units previously mentioned, there are 

other direct support artillery units which are organic to 

Americal's three brigades:  the 6th Bn., 11th Arty, with the 

11th Inf. Bde; the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty, with the 196th Inf. 

Bde; and the 1st Bn., 14th Arty with the 198th Inf. Bde.  
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   PRUITT TAKES OVER 

   CHU LAI -- LTC James R. Pruitt assumed  command of the 3rd 

Bn., 18th Arty., in late July ceremonies.  

   He replaced LC [sic] Benjamin T. Meadows, who was awarded 

the Legion of Merit and an Air Medal with five oak leaf 

clusters by MG Charles W. Gettys, division commander.  

----------------------- -----------------------------------  
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Combat In Review  

Photo Caption -  400,000th Round  

   COL Lawrence M. Jones, Jr., Divarty CO, pulls the lanyard 

to launch the 3rd Bn., 18th Arty's 400,000th round fired in 

Vietn am.  Ceremonies honoring the battalion's support to the 

division were held at "Fat City."  (Photo by PFC Larry Epply, 

3rd Bn., 18th Arty.)  
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Combat In Review  

Photo Caption: Ready to Fire....Artillerymen from the 3rd 

Bn., 18th Arty., await to fire the self - propelled 175mm 

artillery piece in support of 196th Inf. Bde. soldiers 

operating in Que Son Valley.  (Photo By SP4 George Hawkins, 

Americal  IO)  

 
----------------------------------------------------  



 99 

 

26December69 - Southern Cross Vol. 2 No. 39   Page 3  

A W A R D S  

  & 

D E C O R A T I O N S  
 

   ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL WITH "V" DEVICE 
   SP4 Adolph Abel 23rd Med Bn; SP4 Robert A. Bates, 196th Bd e;  

PFC Derrill Bolden, 198th Bde; SGT Ulysses Cutter Jr, 196th Bde;  

SP4 Donald J. Folmar, 196th Bde; CPT John I. Gerzel, 18th Arty ;  

SSG Leotis Gunn, 196th Bde; SP4 Michael S. Halper (1st OLC),  

23rd Med Bn; SP4 Ricky D. Jay, 196th Bde; PFC Guy W. Jones,  

196 th Bde; SSG Donald G. May, 11th Bde; SP4 Jose M. Pedraza,  

11th Bde; SP4 Sheldon Porter, 196th Bde.  
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Combat In Review  

Ceremony Explodes With Combat  

   LZ CRUNCH --  "Relay - Five - Four hundred", bellowed the 

battery commander and the men of C Btry. scrambled to their 

guns.  They knew the command meant the enemy was near.  

   In gun pit number one, BG Edwin L. Powell Jr., Asst. Div. 

Commander for Support and six crewmen mounted the eight inch 

howitzer.  What had  been a routine ceremony was now and 

actual fire mission.  

   Earlier in the day LZ Crunch has been a beehive of 

activity as the division artillerymen prepared for the 

arrival of the general who was coming to fire the 200,000th 

round for the 3 - 18th Arty sin ce it joined the division.  

   Before pulling the lanyard on the brightly painted 

projectile Gen Powell paused to address the battery.  

Suddenly a member of the FDC ran into the midst of the 

ceremony, obviously breathless.  He exchanged a few quick 

words wi th CPT. Gerzel (Lawton, Okla.) the Btry. Commander.  

the general halted his speech to determine the cause of the 

disturbance; his answer came quickly.  

   Formation forgotten the men grabbed their flak jackets and 

dashed to their guns.  An enemy mortar plat oon had been 

spotted by Vietnamese workers and reported to LZ Crunch.  

With several aircraft and many high ranking officers gathered 

together, this remote firebase made an ideal target.  

   Deciding to combine the live fire mission with the firing 

of the 20 0,000th round, CPT. Gerzel ordered the ceremonial 

projectile loaded in gun number one.  

   Tense moments passed as the exact location of the 

suspected enemy position was determined.  Then Gen. Powell 

did what he had come to do ....fire that round.  

   Joined  by a 175mm gun the cannoneers continued to fire a 

total of 43 rounds and ruined any plans the enemy might have 

had to disrupt their ceremony.  (Div Arty IO)  



 101  

09Jan70 - Southern Cross Vol. 3 No. 02  Page 3  

Photo Caption: AS THE COUNTDOWN BEGINS an ARVN artil leryman prepares to track 

the weather balloon with his theodolite. Working with the division the ARVNôs have 

recently completed the first course in Artillery Ballistic Meteorology provided by 

division óMetroô teams.  (Photo by SSG James R. Sweet, Div Arty IO)  

 
 

METRO Mentors  

 

ARVNs Learn Meteorology From American Counterparts  
   By SP5 A. C. Barnett  

   ARTILLERY HILL ï Releasing air filled weather balloons and tracking 

their flights with a theodolite and compiling the data with slide rules, 

charts and grap hs is the job of five ARVN artillerymen who form a new and 

elite element in the 2d ARVN Div. Artillery.  

 

          (Continued)  
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          (Continued)  

   Artillery ballistic meteorology or ñMetroò, is vital to artillery the 

world over.  The changing temperat ures, densities and wind velocities in 

the atmosphere can effect a projectile enough to not only cause it to 

miss the target but possibly impact near ófriendly forcesô. 

   Metro data has been provided for the ARVN artillery by their division 

counterparts.  With the long range concept of having the ARVN artillery 

completely independent, a course in basic ómetroô was implemented at the 

3d Bn., 18th Artillery at Artillery Hill near Chu Lai.  

   Having taken into consideration the complexity of both the equipmen t 

and computations, the first class was scheduled to last eight weeks.  The 

major problem was expected to be the language barrier as few interpreters 

have had the opportunity to study the precise scientific terms unique to 

the field.  

   ñAt first it appeared that the ability to communicate exact meanings 

was a very serious problem.ò said SSG James R. Sweet (Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

ñbut the one officer in the class 2LT Dinh Van Thu, proved to be an 

exceptional interpreter and the overall willingness of the men disp elled 

and misgivings we first experienced.ò 

   In just 18 days the men had successfully mastered the intricacies of 

the course.  

   ñFor the fist week it was all hard work,ò said CWO Hally P. Wood 

(Wichita Falls, Tex.) the officer in charge of the training.   ñBut then 

we discovered one of the students, SGT Vo Vau Gia could play a guitar and 

when we took a break we all relaxed to both American and Vietnamese 

songs.  It became very rewarding personal experience for everyone, as 

well as an academic accomplishme nt.ò 

   Presented with a diploma stating their acheivment by LTC William F. 

Stufford Jr., (El Dorado, Kan.) CO of the 3 -18th Arty., the new ógradsô, 

departed for Quang Ngai where they will set up their own ñmetroò unit, 

adding a new capability to an alread y impressive repetoire.  The ARVN 

Artillery is rapidly becoming one of the most modern and effective in the 

world.  (Div. Arty. IO)  
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Proudly Serving Our  

               Action  

               Army 

               SGM Paul K.  

               Shaffer  

               Reenlistment  

               Supervisor  

               Amcal Div.  

 Photo above  

 
                    By  MSG  H. A.  Bonesio  

   AMERICAL  Division  career  counselors  reenlisted  46  soldiers  

during  a  one - week  period.  Thirty - four  of  these  were  in  the  

First Termer category  with  the  majority - choosing  guaranteed  

reenlist -   

ment options. Most of the career personnel chose "choice of CONUS  

station"  program.  

    Division  Troops  retained  SFC  Warren  B.  Pollard  and  SSG  

Leander C ooper, HHC, Americal; SP4 Larry Chard, HHT, 1 - 1st Cav.  

    Support  Command  was  represented  by  MSG  Willie  Stevens,  

HHC, 23rd SGT; SSG Delmas Pautdo, 23rd Admin. Co.; SSG William  

Cutler, D Co., 23rd Med. Bn.; and from the 723rd Maint. Bn., SP5  

James Sirmans, SP4 John Harrigan, and PFC Hiram L, Henderson.  

    Division Artillery keeps SFC Wilmot E. Kaufman, Btry. B, and  

SSG  Parnell M.  Wasnuk,  HHB, 1 - 14th Arty;  CPL Wllbert C. Jack -   

son, B Btry. 3 - 82nd Arty;  PFC Dewey W. Gibson,  B Btry.  1 - 82nd  

Arty;  PFC Kenneth Blizard, C Btry., 3 - 18th Arty.   

    The 16th Combat Aviation Group had MSG Volley Cole, HHC.  

    The  11th  Infantry  Brigade  reenlistees  were  PFC  Robert  A.  

Davis,  C Co., 4 - 3rd  Inf.;  from 3 - 1st  Inf.,  PFC  Larry  D.  Kutzne r,  

PFC Willlam R. Metts, and PFC William Mead, A Co.;  PFC Alex  

J.  Carter,  C  Co.,  PFC  Gary  H.  Buskol,  D  Co.,  while  1 - 20th  

Inf. had PFC  Kenneth  A.  Beekley,  A Co.,  PFC Robert F.  Arney and  

PFC Dale Hyndman, B Co.; from 4 - 21st Inf., PFC Da nnie Hardaway  

and MSG Thomas Denn, B Co., PFC Charles Piner, D Co.  

    The  196th Infantry Brigade re - upped  PFC Terry  D.  Hixon,  F  

Trp., 17th Cav.;  PFC Louis Lumpkin and PFC Leonard Morgan,  

A  Co.;  PFC  Albert  Retzlor,  PFC  Victor  B.  Moore,  P FC  Harold  

Johnson, and PFC Thomas Casteel,  B Co.,  1 - 46th Inf.;  from 4 - 31st  

Inf., PFC James McDaniel, A Co., PFC Thomas E. Miller, PFC  

Dale  Brown, and SP4  William  Rozier, C Co.;  2 - 1st Inf.  had  PFC  

Peter  W.  Hrutky  and  PFC  Robert L.  Gray,  A Co.,  PFC  Darrell  

Witcher,  B Co.;  while from  3 - 21st  Inf.,  PFC  Glenn  Miller,  HHC,  

MSG Eugene Lyons, B Co., SFC Okey Blankenship, C Co.  

    The  198th  Infantry  Brigade  was  represented  by  SFC  George  

Gonzalez, HHC, and from HHC, 5 - 46th I nf., MSG Norman C. Bunch.  
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Proud Men  

           Serve  

           Our  

           Army 

           SFC Edwin K.  

Photo      Crawley  

           Career Counselor  

           11th Inf. Bde.  

   By MSG H. A. Bonesio  

   Thirty - six of the 46 soldiers reenlisting in the AMERICAL Division 

during a one - week period, were in the First Termer category.  

   Division Troops was represented by MSG John R. Bayroth, HHC,  

Americal; SFC Masayoshi Tanno, 635th MI Co.; SGT Henry  

Sherw ood, D Co., 26th Engr. Bn.; SSG Frank Bechtold, A Trp., and  

PFC James Glaser, HHT, 1 - 1st Cav.  

   Support Command had SFC Bobby Bramlett and SSG Gerald  

Mills, 23rd Admin. Co.; SGT Douglas Brooks and PVT Elton Parks,  

23rd AG Repl. Co.; PSG Mitchell Lewis, HHC, 23rd S&T Bn.; SFC  

Lester Dunn, B Co., 23rd Med. Bn.  

   Division Artillery retains SP4 Jackie Riley and SP4 Francisco  

Lubin - Cazares, B Btry., 1 - 14th Arty.; SFC Harold Strawderman,  

HHB, 3 - 18th Arty;  SP4 George Green, B Btry., 1 - 14th Arty.  

   The 16th Co mbat Aviation Group keeps SP5 William Arrington, A  

Co., 123rd Avn. Bn.  

   The 11th Infantry Brigade reenlistees were SP4 Steven Foster,  

HHC; from 1 - 20th Inf., SP4 Hershel Weathers, B Co., PFC Frank  

Garcia, C Co.; from 4 - 3rd Inf., PFC Michael Kemper and S GT Martin  

Paterson, A Co., PFC Edward Lauver, C Co., PVT Robert Jones, E  

Co.; from 3 - 1st Inf., PFC Larry Flickinger, D Co.; from 4 - 21st Inf.,  

PFC Howard Dehann, HHC.  

   The 196th Infantry Brigade re - upped PFC Paul Fredenburg, F  

Trp., 17th Cav.; from 1 - 46th Inf., PFC Lawrence DeLair, PFC Clair  

Gaskins, SP4 Thomas Blyth, all with B Co., PFC Steven Berrier and  

PFC Arnold Galacia, D Co.; from 2 - 1st Inf., PFC Jose  

Pizarro - Pizarro, C Co., PFC Stephen Lyon, D Co., PFC Larry Yeager,  

E Co.; from 3 - 21st Inf., PFC  John Williams, C Co.  

   The 198th Infantry Brigade was represented by MSG James  

Courtney, HHC; from 1 - 6th Inf., PFC Robert Manna, HHC PFC  

Thomas Spaulding, B Co., SP4 Samuel Parker, Co Co.; form 1 - 52nd  

Inf., SGT Paul Tittle and SP4 Galen Wanderschied, D  Co.; from  

5- 46th Inf., MSG Arthur Newton, HHC, PFC Michael Somner, A Co.  



 105  

Pacific Stars & Stripes.....  

02Feb69 -  When Red Baron Sees Red -  ZAP!  
   CHU LAI, Vietnam (Special) -  The Red Baron was mad.  His voice jumped from the 

radio with cold fury.  

   "He doesn't talk like that very often", said the colonel's driver, listening at 

headquarters of the 26th Combat Engineer Bn.  Only two minutes before, Lt. Col. 

Mathew W. Hoey and his chopper crew had been taking a break from a morning of 

flying over the engine er work parties of B Co.  

   Now they were airborne, charging toward the mine sweep team that had called for  

"dustoff," the emergency medical evacuation helicopter.  

   The radio crackled with terse messages alerting them to the destruction that 

lay ahead.  

   "The roller has been blown up, the driver and the operator were hurt pretty 

bad," said the platoon leader.  "Dustoff's already gone.  Looks like a CD (command 

detonated mine)."  

   "Roger, We'll try to find who did it.  Get your tracks on the defense and we'll 

work over the area.  

   With that, now seven minutes from a cup of coffee, the Red Baron (as Hoey was 

dubbed by his men) began a swooping flight at treetop level.  He was looking for 

the position from which the VC had just blown up the special armored  personnel 

carrier (APC) rigged with a mine detection roller.  

   "That bunker at 9 o'clock," barked the colonel.  

   With only the briefest of directions, the pilot whipped the chopper left and 

right, up and down, to give Hoey the best chance of dropping wh ite phosphorous 

grenades into jungle grown bunkers, trenchlines or ruined huts where a hidden 

enemy might be lurking.  

   With each toss the anger ebbed.  The billowing smoke marked targets for the  

soldiers on the ground.  With each pass, the door gunners strained against their 

safety straps, leaning into space to spray tracers from above.  For 10 minutes 

lethal fired hosed over the battle area.  

   "Okay, that's enough.  Lets go downstairs."  

   For the moment combat was over.  Action had lowered the intensi ty of emotions.  

  "You'll have to stay here until we can retrieve the wreck.  They want to 

evaluate it," Hoey told the officer standing beside the hulk.  With that 1st Lt. 

Mathias J. Kasper issued instruction and Sgt. 1C Edward Robinson had his men and 

the  ACAV's (armored personnel carrier with .50 caliber machine guns) from H Troop, 

17th Cav., circle and dig in.  This was VC country, and the wagon circle was as 

effective now as it was in the Indian wars.  

   B Co. and supporting elements were spread in thre e areas along the jungle road.  

Their mission had been to build a road and get the heavy self - propelled cannons of 

A Btry., 3d Bn., 18th Arty.,  into Tra Bong.  This they had done.  A "road" 

inched along the Tra Bong river. But most of the 17.3 miles from B inh Son to the 

CIDG camp at Tra Bong was a cow path.  Years of war and disuse had allowed the 

jungle to creep back.  The VC mined what was usable.  

   Three bypasses, two dry span bridges and 1 1/2 miles of pioneer road along with 

the ever - present mine swee p had been needed.  

   "We flew airmobile heavy equipment into Tra Bong and started from both ends," 

commented the colonel.  "We were two - thirds of the way by the end of the first 

day.  Then the rain started (13 inches in 24 hours) and really hurt.  It took  two 

days to go that last third of the way.  
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Friday  

7 GIs  

Killed in  

UH1 Crash  
   S&S Vietnam Bureau  

   SAIGON ï Seven Americans were killed Tuesday afternoon 

when an Army UH1 helicopter crashed 24 miles northwes t of 

Saigon, the U.S. Command said.  

   Reason for the crash was unknown, spokesmen said.  The 

copter was supporting an 18 th  ARVN Div. operation at the 

time.  

   An OH6 copter was downed by Red ground fire Tuesday, 130 

miles southwest of Saigon, spokesmen sa id.  The copter was 

destroyed and one crewman wounded.  

   Spokesmen also reported the loss of another OH6 May 26 in 

which two crewmen were killed when their craft was shot down 

six miles north of A Luoi in northern South Vietnam.  

   In ground action eight GIs were wounded when an element of 

the 1 st  Brigade, 5 th  Inf. Div. (Mech.), fought a Communist 

unit 15 miles northwest of Quang Tri, spokesmen said.  Two 

Reds were killed in the fight.  

   Five Communists were killed 21 miles west of Chu Lai by an 

Americal Div. artillery element.  There were no U.S. 

casualties, spokesmen said. [Historian Note: 198 th  Brigade 

gave B/3/18 th  Artillery credit for 5 KBA and 2 AK47 CIA].    

   Two Americans were killed and one injured when a unit of 

the 1 st  Brigade, 101 st  Airborne Div., tangled with a Red force 

21 miles southwest of Hue, the U.S. Command said.  Communist 

losses were not known.  
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Sunday  

Repulsed by Rangers  

Red Attack Boomerangs ï 50 Die  

  S&S Vietnam Bureau  

   SAIGON ï Fifty Com munist troops were killed Friday in an 

attack on Ranger units near Phu Nhon in Pleiku Province the 

south Vietnamese command said.  

   .....   

   Enemy gunners also fired 10 122mm rockets at the command 

post of the 51 st  Inf. Regt. nine miles southwest of Da N ang, 

and 10 61mm mortar rounds at a Popular Force platoon position 

nine miles south of Quang Ngai, spokesmen said.  Both attacks 

caused light casualties.  

   Two American helicopters were shot down Thursday in 

Vietnam.  

   Spokesmen said a UH1 Huey helicopte r crashed 25 miles 

southwest of Da Nang after being hit by enemy ground fire, 

and one crewman was wounded. [Historian Note: A UH1 from the 

48 th  AHC working for the 196 th  Brigade crashed .  Four  injured 

from 48 th  AHC, 1 from 3/18 th  Artillery and 3 from A/3/2 1st  

Infantry.  Helicopter did a hot burn, total loss. Only one 

required evacuation to the 95 th  Evac. Hospital].  

   An OH6 light observation helicopter was shot down in Quang 

Tin Province, but there were no casualties.  

   ...........  
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Thursday  

 

Red Shelling Continues  

B52s Bombard Reds  

To Ease DMZ Pressure  
   S&S Vietnam Bureau  

   SAIGON ï North Vietnamese soldiers continued to pepper 

South Vietnamese bases near the demilitarized zone with 

mortar and rocket fire Monday,  but only two skirmishes were 

reported in that area.  

    ..............  

   Artillery observers of the Americal Div. spotted an 

estimated enemy squad 15 miles south of Da Nang Monday and 

called in artillery that killed five Reds, spokesmen said. 

[A/3/18 th  Artillery firing IOS spotted mission for 196 th  Bde]  

    ..........  
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Balloon  

Helps find  

The Target  
  An KHE, Vietnam (IO) ï Helping the big guns supporting he 

1st Air Cav. Div. get first round hits is the job of the 

metrological (metro for short) section of the 3d Bn., 18th 

Arty.  

   ñWith the data we supply, it is not unusual to see an 8-

inch Howitzer battery get a first round hit three times out 

of fourò says WO Theodore L. Cogut, of Mt. Clemens, Mich., 

ch ief of the metro section.  

   Cogutôs 11- man section sends up a hydrogen - filled balloon 

four times a day ï then tracks the tiny radio transmitter 

dangling from its underside with a scanning device known as 

GMD.    

   The GMD is a receiver mounted under a re flector, which 

automatically tracks the balloon.  

   From the altitude and speed of the balloon the metro men 

can calculate direction and speed of the wind.  

   By means of an aneroid or metal spring barometer in the 

radiosonde, hte men on the ground learn t he temperature and 

humidity of the higher winds.  

   All of this information is relayed to the fire direction 

center, where technicians convert the data into figures used 

in aiming the Armyôs most accurate field piece. 

   Cogut, who has been in the Army les s than a year (he has 

17 years of Air Force service behind him) has considerable 

experience as a weather forecaster.  

   When he metro section is at home in he huge 1st Cav. camp 

near An Khe, he often sends his data to the An Khe airfield 

weather forecaster s to help them in advising the swarms of 

aircraft on conditions aloft.  
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Photo Caption: Singing in the Rainwater  

   PFC James White used some Yankee ingenuity to get his bath 

when he found sanitary facil ities lacking at Qui Nhon port in 

central Vietnam.  White, a member of the 3d Bn., 18th Arty., 

shed his fatigues and jumped in when he discovered a pool of 

rain water trapped in the canvas tarp covering an eight - inch 

mobile howitzer.  The united waited for  two weeks after 

arrival at the post before swinging into action with the 1st 

Cav. div. ï hence the need for a makeshift bathroom.  (S&S 

Photo by A3C Bob Cutts)  

 

 
 

 


