1/82nd Artillery Compilation from
materials saved into the Americal Division
Vet erands Association data base.

Above is the 1/82nd Artillery Battalion crest.



These following two pages are from the 1970 1/82nd
Yearbook.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
1ST BATTALION (155MM/8INCH) 82D FIELD ARTILLERY
APO San Francisco 96374

HISTORY AND HONORS

The 82d Artillery was first organized on June 5, 1917 at Fort D.A. Russell
in Wyoming. The 1lst of the 82d then became & separate unit attached to the lst
Cavelry. The Battalion saw extensive action during World War II, servirg with
the 1lst Cav in the Pacific Campaign. Later, during the Korean Coni’lict, the
Battalion served as a subordinate unit of the 1lst Cavalry Division and played a
key role.

Arriving in Vietnam on July 24, 1968, the Battalion was assigned the mission
of providing general support Artillery fires for the 23d Infantry Division in
Southern Military I Region. The Battalion'completed an exemplary combat record
in the first year of its m:lssion' in Vietnam. The Battalion's partidipation in
Dewey Canyon II was marked as its twelveth major operation demonstrating its
extreme mobility and adaptability to constantly warying situations.

CAMPAIGN PARTICIPATING CREDIT
(Pre-Vietnam)

World War II Korean War

New Guinea VN. Defensive
Bismark-Archipelago VN. Offensive

Leyete (with arrowhead) CCF Intervention

Iuzon - VN. Summer-Fall Offensive

Second Korean Winter

DECORATIONS
Phillipine Presidential Unit Citation, Streamer embroidered, October 17,
1944 to July 4, 1945

Republic of Korea Presidential Unit Citation, streamers embroidered, Waegwan-
Taegu

Chrysoun Aristion Andrias Bravery Gold Medal of Greece, Streamer embroidered,
Korea

82D ARTILLERY UNIT CREST
"Can and Will"



1/ 82nd Artillery Bn Articl es and related materials
compiled from the Ameri cal Di vi si on Veteranos
Association ( ADVA database.

ADVA Historian for 2021 comments. Compilation documents have bee n made
for veterans who might not have computer skills to search the extensive

files for m aterials about their unit.

This document was made for veterans of the 1/82nd Artillery

Battalion. This is a list of items that are also available to 1/82nd

Artillery veterans, but are considered separate 1/82nd Atrtillery items

and were not included in th e compilation

The 46 issues of the 1/82d Artillery Newsletter s, AThe Pantell 06 are not
included in the compilation. This is because almost every story in the

newsletters is related to the 1/82nd Artillery so they can simply be

read . Photos related to t he 1/82nd Artillery Battalion were inserted

into this document from The Ameri cal Divisionbs Newspaper, t he
Cr o s.s Bhere is a 1/82d Atrtillery yearbook for 1970. This is separate

item from the compilation. It has photos of men from the unit at w ork.

It is similar to a high school yearbook with photos with names from the

men serving in 1970. A home video has been available commercially for a

number of years. It was from 1/82nd Artillery veteran, Steven White.
The title was A OP L e gihave bhoughteseveral copies on VHS
format in 2020 for just a few dollars and shared them at the ADVA

reunions with 1/82d Artillery Veterans. Maps of the Americal AO are

available, but not part of the compilation. Other general information
that relates to all units of the Americal Division are in the ADVA data

base.

There are over 20 photos and diagrams related to the 1/82nd Artillery
Battalion inserted into the document. These mainly came from the weekly
ASout hern CrossoO newspaper.

There are Division and Artillery Operation Reports and Lessons Learned
Reports. And Operation reports that can provide insight to why
artillerymen were moving artillery pieces around so much.

At the end of this document | have insert ed examples of Americal Division
S2/S3 ent ries related to the 1/82 artillery to illustrate what might be

available in the 50 months of

Americal Division S2/S3 reports.



Stanton Order of Battle Vietham reference book information
about the 1/82nd Artillery Battalion.

1st Battalion 82d Artillery (155mm Howitzer, Towed/8 -inch
Howitzer, Self - Propelled)

Arrived Vietnam: 31 July 1968
Departed Vietham: 8 November 1971
Previous Station: Fort Lewis
Authorized Strength: 616

The 1st Battalion of the 82d Artillery provided general

artillery support for te h 23d Infantry Division (AMERICAL)

and was a dual 155mm towed howitzer and 8 -inch self - propelled
M110 howitzer battalion. It served with the division at Chu

Lai.



1st Bn, 82nd Arty

UNIT CITATIONS AWARDED TO 1ST BN, 82ND Arty

SOURCE: Depart ment of the Army Pamphlet 762 -3
Unit Citation and Campaign Participation Credit
Register
(1960 - 1978) Dated: May 1980
AWARDS:
RVNGC24 Aug 69 - 31 Dec 69 DAGO 42, 1972
RVNGC31 Mar 70 - 30 Jun 70 DAGO 42, 1972
RVNGC8 Feb 71 - 30 Apr 71 DAGO 42, 1972
HHB, 1st Bn, 82nd Arty
RVNGC1 Apr 71 - 30Jun 71 DAGO 42, 1972
ABBREVIATIONS:

DAGO: Department of the Army General Order

RVNGC: Republic Of Vietham Gallantry Cross
with  Palm Unit Citation



This is a maximum range chart used by the 1/82nd Atrtillery
Battalion in the Chu Lai Area of Operations.
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Americal Division Magazine - July, 1969

AMERICAL July, 1969 RECAP
MAY 1969
BG Edwin L. Powell Jr. replaced BG Howard H. Cooksey as

assistant division commander May 1; a 1/6 Inf. visit to Ky
Sanh village marked the unit's 10,000th MEDCAP; and
machinegunner SP4 Stanley Goff (San Francisco) received the

DSC after singlehandedly routing 100 heavily -armed N VA

regulars in a trench line.

Combat maintained its April pace until May 11 when enemy
rocket and mortar crews joined sappers to renew violent
attacks on Americal positions and Vietnamese populations

centers. The 2d NVA Div. resurfaced west of Tam Ky t o]

harass the city and west of Quang Ngai, and VC units grew
considerably bolder than in previous weeks.

The enemy reawakening cost him 389 NVA and 205 VC killed
and 109 weapons, 21 crew - served, captured between May 11
17. Almost immediately, April - like  calm again settled over
battle areas.

On May 8, 350 refugees began the first leg of a two
journey to Hiep Duc Valley 35 miles west of Tam Ky, their
home until savage terrorist raids forced them out four
years ago.

Some 2700 refugees had returned to Hiep Duc in early
May, and 5700 were to follow.

During the week of heavy attacks, artillerymen and
engineers fought like infantrymen to repel ground probes.

At LZ Baldy, 196th Bde. headquarters, the 2/1 Inf.
killed 40 NVA sappers and took 13 indi vidual weapons.

At LZ Snoopy, 1/82 Arty. gunners slammed back an NVA
charge with help from C Co., 39th Engr. Bn. Seventeen NVA
and 23 VC were killed.

At LZ Stinson (then Buff), the 1/52 Inf., 198th Bde.

killed 27 sappers and on bloody Nui Yon hil | south of Tam
Ky, the 3/21 Inf., 196th Bde. and 1/1 elements recaptured
the peak. Fifty - three NVA were found dead there.

Just as before, an uneasy quiet settled over the
Americal area after the hectic week. Even Ho Chi Minh's
birthday passed on May 1 9 with no appreciable escalation of
enemy activity.

May 31 brought to an end over 11 months as Americal
commander for MG Charles M. Gettys. In ceremonies June 1,
he relinquished command to MG Lloyd B. Ramsey and moved to
the Pentagon as Director of Ind ividual Training, DCSPER.

- day

-VC



KHAM DUC REVISITED by SP4 Thomas J. Neville Fall 1970 issue
of Americal Magazine.

KHAM DUC, Vietnam (Special, May 12, 1968) - Elements of a
Special Forces unit and Civilian Irregular Defense Group
operating at an American air strip were forced to evacuate
today as enemy forces overran the base camp.
KHAM DUC, Vietnam (AMERICAL, 10, Summer, 1970) - For more
than two years this lonely outpost, seven miles east of the
Laotian border, lay abandoned in the heartland of enemy
occupi ed territory. But a massive combat assault, involving
an allied task force of Americal Division and ARVN soldiers,
turned the tables this summer by reclaiming and renovating
the strategic base camp.
The prime mission of the allied takeover was to estab lish
a secure base of operations so that enemy supply routes in
the area could be interdicted. Kham Duc has served several
purposes since the Americans first occupied the area. The
Fifth Special Forces and the Civilian Irregular Defense Group
occupied th e bastion until May of 1968 when the NVA gained
the high ground and waged a massive assault on the camp.
Facing superior forces, the Americans were forced to evacuate
and the Second Battalion, First Infantry, 196th Brigade, was
dispatched to Kham Duc, to assist in the extraction of nearly
1,500 persons. Under the cover of 150 airstrikes by U.S. and
Viethamese aircraft, the massive airlift was accomplished in
only six hours.
The Second Battalion, First Infantry returned to Kham Duc
this summer. Other e lements participating in the effort
included: Alpha Company, 26th Engineers, 23d Supply and
Transport Company; G Company, 75th Rangers; U.S. Air Force
Mobility Team; Sea Bee Construction element and the 6th ARVN
Regt. Artillery support was provided by the 1st Battalion,
14th Arty and the 1st Battalion, 82d Artillery )
A panorama of scenic beauty, contrasted with stark
realities of war, was witnessed by the men who rode the waves
of combat assault choppers into Kham Duc. The apprehensive
troops viewed bl uish - green peaks of the Annam Mountains and
the lush green carpeting, which seems to meander through the
valleys. But the sight at Kham Duc was not really
aesthetically picturesque. The legacy from 1968 was pictured

in the form of wrecked airplanes, heli copters and
construction equipment, which littered the skirts of the
runway. A dozen bomb craters pockmarked the 6,000 - foot

airstrip and an American jeep, riddled with bullet holes, lay
like a skeleton beneath a crust of rust.
It was blistering hot, ba rren and depressing when Americal



soldiers arrived. The men had nothing to look forward to but
tedious, back - breaking work. To complicate matters, the
enemy had seeded the airstrip with more than 150 booby
trapped mortar rounds. The 26th Engineers and Explosive
Ordnance Disposal teams completed the touchy task of locating
and removing the imbedded mines.

The first few hours on the ground were naturally tense.
"l didn't know what to expect and believe me | was scared.”
said PFC Earl McDaniel. But wi th the 6th ARVN Regt. securing
the high ground and American and ARVN forces patrolling the
lower terrain, relative security was quickly established.

Aching muscles and beads of sweat were by - products of the
hard work being done as the men dug in and reb uilt the
outpost. It was essential to repair the airstrip in order
that supplies could be airlifted into the base and the 26th
Engineers made short work of that. Men reamed out the
cavities, filled them with crushed rock and concrete and
smoothed the sur  face with oil. The fruits of their labor
blossomed just four days after the recapture when an Air
Force 123 cargo plane touched down on the refurbished runway.

The men who toiled with picks and shovels gazed with
excitement and pride as the craft landed safely.

"It felt pretty good to see him land,” beamed Captain
Aaren Evans, the commanding officer of Alpha Company, 26th
Engineers. Air Force Staff Sergeant Jessie Ritchie, who was
aboard the first plane, described the landing as ™'real
good”. He note d that similar flight would be capable of
transporting nearly 400,000 pounds of ammunition per day.

Photo - showing C - 130 on the airstrip behind the wreckage
ofaC - 130 destroyed in 1968.

Relative calm prevailed for the first three weeks of the
all ied occupation. But that calm was shattered by a furious

storm of deadly violence during the blackened - pre - dawn hours
of August 5. "Sappers in the wire," bellowed PFC Kenneth

Pawlak, who was on the bunker line guard duty with the 1/82d
Artillery.

Pawl ak described the first few fearful moments, "The first
sapper was about eight feet in front of me when 1 first saw
him. | jumped to the left side of my bunker just as he threw
a satchel charge. The end of the bunker was blown away."
The Redlegs reacted while mortarmen from Company E,2/1st
Infantry fired continuous illumination, despite the fact that
their compound was being hit with enemy mortar and rocket
fire.



(Photo showing UH - 1 coming in, photo of airstrip from a
surrounding mountain, and the B TOC bunker with twin antennas
showing.)

When the fighting ebbed and the first light of day peeked
over the jagged mountains to the east of the desolate
firebase, the bodies of 18 sappers, clad only in loin cloths,
were found. Ten of the enemy died ins ide the perimeter while
the rest were outside. It was the first serious test of the
defenses of the Kham Duc airstrip and it forced the men to
perform their daily tasks beneath a heavier cloud of anxiety.
The August days and nights passed slowly. The me n who had
dug in at Kham Duc on July 12th were no longer newcomers or
transient travelers. They had made the remote firebase their
temporary home and each unit performed its mission well. By
the end of August the aim of the operation was achieved. The
Americal soldiers had done the job.



290ct70 - Pacific Stars & Stripes
Thursday Page 6

10 Enemy
Dead in

Skirmishes
S&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON T U.S. ground forces in the northern provinces
engaged in two brief ground contacts and an indirect fire
attack  Monday in which 10 enemy soldiers were killed, the
U.S. command reported Tuesday.

In Quang Nam Province, a 1 st Marine Recon. element killed
five Communists in a fire fight 18 miles south of Da Nang.

No American casualties were reported.

Americal Di  v. troopers killed four enemy soldiers in an
exchange of small arms and automatic weapons fire six miles
southwest of Tam Ky in Quang Tin Province, military
spokesmen said. One U.S. soldier was wounded in the
contact.

Fifteen miles west - northwest of Ta m Ky, a mortar attack
inflicted |light casualties on an
196t Brigade, according the U.S. command. (Historian note:

The unit was D/3/21 st Inf. Bn) U.S. artillery fire was
credited with killing one enemy soldier (Historian note:

el ement

thi s credit was given to C/1/82d artillery).

of



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarter, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry

Americal Division
APO San Francisco 96217

AVDF-BAT-OP 28 March 1971
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

Commanding Officer

11th Infantry Brigade

23rd Infantry Division

APO San Francisco 96217

1. (U) IRON MOUNTAIN PHASE III.

2. (C) DATE OF OPERATION: 3 May 1970 T 1 March 1971.
3. (C) LOCATION OF COMMAND POST: FSB Debbie (BS 875325),
LZ ALICE (BS660253),

LZ ANN (BS45975 9), LZ REED (BS766276), FCP FSB SAN JUAN
HILL (BS633382).

4. (C) COMMAND HEADQUARTERS: 4th Battalion, 21st
Infantry.

5. (U) REPORTING OFFICER: LTC Vernon B. Sones.

6. (C) TASK ORGANIZATION:

A4 - 21 E/4 - 21
B/4 - 21 HHC/4 -21
Cl4-21 E/lst CAV
(OPCON)
D/4 - 21

7. (C) SUPPORTING FORCES:
a. ABtry, 6 - 11 Arty (DS).
b. C Co, 26th Engr.
c. CBiry ( -)1 -82Arty (GS).
d. ABtry ( -), 3/16th Arty (GS).

e. 59th Inf PIt (Sct Dog) (GS).



f. 174th & 171st [sic 71st] Assault Helicopter
Companies provided Command and Control
Aircraft, helicopter airlift, and gunship support. 11th
Infan try Brigade Aviation
Section (PRIMO) provided visual reconnaissance/armed
reconnaissance teams.

g. 7th United States Air Force provided close air
support.



AVDF-BAT_CO 15 February 1970
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

h. Regional Force Group 1 - 8, Duc Pho District Regional Force
Companies.

i. Provincial Reconnaissance Unit, Quang Ngai Province.
- National Police Field Forces.
k. Armed Prop  aganda Team (APT), Quang Ngai Province.
8. (C) INTELLIGENCE: See Annex A.

9. (C) MISSION: 4/21st Infantry conducted operations to
find and destroy NVA

and local enemy forces; interdict enemy supply and
communication lines; secure

QL- 1 daily; plan, c oordinate and conduct combined
operations with 4th ARVN

Regiment and PF/RF forces in AO with special emphasis on
training effect continuous

liaison with Duc Pho District for the purpose of

improvising RF/PF forces, obtaining

intelligence and furthering the pacification effort.
Assist GVN officials in

resources control operations with particular emphasis on

rice and slat denial

operations; target psychological operations against the
enemy so as to supplement

combat operations and to weaken his will to resis t.

10. (C) CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS:

a. Manuever : Battalion conducted offensive
operations to locate and
destroy NVA forces. Support of GVN pacification programs,
and the upgrading of
performance of para - military forces accomplished by
phy sical security and con -
struction of strategic outposts and pacification of hamlets
and the conduct of
extensive combined operations with RF/PF/PRU and PSDF.
Highway One was secured
for military convoys through employment of the company team
concept usin g Armored
Cavalry and Infantry in roving patrols and subsequently by
the use of 4 V1006s al so



in roving patrols plus scheduled intradiction fires.

b. Fires : ABtry, 6/11th Arty (DS) provided
105mm support from FSB
DEBBIE and LZ CHARLIES BROW N. C Btry, 1/82d Arty ( -)
provided 155mm support from
FSB DEBBIE. G Btry, 55th Arty provided Quad 50 support
from FSB DEBBIE. 4.2 mortar
platoon provided GS support from FSB DEBBIE and LZ CHARLIE
BROWN. 7th USAF provided
preplanned, and oncall air stri kes on known and suspected
enemy targets.




23Jul71 - Southern Cross Vol. 4 No. 29 Page 4 - 5 (Centerfold)
11th ARVN atrtillery unit

easily gains 4 - 2 soccer

win over 1/82d artillery

TAM KY, (23d Inf. Div. Arty. 10) - It was truly a wide world of sports
last week as headquarters, 1st Battalion, 82d Artillery staged a soccer
game with 20th of the 11th Artillery, ARVN, at Tam Ky soccer field.
Relying mainly on personnel who had played schoolboy soccer, 1st Bn.,
82nd Arty. fielded a team with much individual experience but not
practice as a unit. The ARVN crew, who played regularly in the tough
Quang Ngai League, posed a rough first test for the U.S. team.
"These guys are pros. They anticipated every move | made," said
Sergeant Johnny Mireles, goalie for the U.S.
The ARVN's kept the Yanks scoreless over the first half while scoring
two and hitting the goal post several times.
It wasn't until the second half that the Yanks finally scored.
Captain Billy Cross put in an angle shot ten feet out of the ¢ rease to
put 1st Bn., 82nd Arty within striking range. It didn't stay that way
long, as the Vietnamese returned with two quick goals by Field Captain
Thieu My Suul, to put the game on ice. The U.S. came back, scoring one
with less than a minute left, but it was in vain. Final score was ARVN's
4,U.S. 2.

Story and photos
by
1Lt. Fred G. Vigeant

Photo Captions

1) TOP LEFT: A crowd of 500 watched U.S. goalie Johnny Mireles prepare
to return following a save. The game took place in Tam Ky betwee n the
1st Battalion, 82nd Artillery, and 20th of the 11th Artillery, ARVN.

2) BOTTOM LEFT: Captain Billy Cross is pursued by Thieu My Suul, captain
of the ARVN team. Each man scored for his respective team.

3) BOTTOM CENTER: The game's end brought tra ditional exchange of good
wishes between both teams. The slightly out of shape U.S. fought
exhaustion to make it off the field.

4) BOTTOM RIGHT: The U.S. soccer team from 1st Battalion, 82nd
Artillery arrives at Tam Ky field for the game with their Vie tnamese
counterparts. Children race the team across the field.

5) TOP RIGHT:  An ARVN goalie fishes the ball out of the net and returns
it to the field. The Viethamese



27Apr69 - Southern Cross Vol. 2 No. 09 Page 7
Milestone For 1/82

CHU LAl -- An eight -inch gun section, headed by SGT
William Stoneman, fired the 100,000th round in Vietnam
for the 1st Bn., 82d Arty. in ceremonies recently at
D Btry.

The same piece which fired the 100,000th round had been
used to fire first when the 1/82 was reactivated
last year at Ft. Lewis, Wash. (Americal 10)



Stars & Stripes Page 6. Friday June 13, 1969

76 Reds Die South of Da Nang 3 Outposts Repel Enemy

Charges
By SPEC. 5 ERIC JOHNS
S&S Staff Corr  espondent

SAIGONSCommunists failed in three attempts Wednesday
morning to overpower American camps along the string of
outposts between the rugged mountains and the populated
coastal lowland south of Da Nang.

U.S. military spokesmen said at least 76 Reds were killed
Seventeen Americans died.

Most of the U.S. losses came when Communists, using
satchel charges and at least one flame thrower, attacked an
Americal Division fire support base 35 miles south of Da
Nang.

About 30 enemy broke into the ba se occupied by 196th Light
Inf. Brigade Gls, but all were either killed or driven out in
what officials described as close fighting.

Twenty - seven Reds died in the battle. Fourteen U.S.
soldiers were killed and 32 others were wounded. The camp
suffered  moderate damage. (Historian Note: A/3/21st Inf. Bn.
and B/3/82 Arty on LZ East at 0220H 11Jun69 . Received 60 -70
satchel charges and hand grenades followed by small arms,
sapper and RPG attack. helicopter gunships, flareships and
Shadow (Air Force gun shi p plane). 80 NVA used satchel
charges, RPG, AK  -47s, and a flame thrower. TOC, Mort ar FDC,
and 6 x bunkers destroyed. Arty FDC damaged. One 4.2mm
mortar damaged, on 81mm mortar damaged and three 105mm

howitzers damaged. 1/A/3/21st Inf. Bn. lost seven K As and

17 WIA(E). B/3/82d Atrtillery lost 8 KIA and 17 WIA. 27 NVA

were killed in action. Captured seven AK -47, 1 ChiCom

flamethrower; 2 pistols, one RPG launcher, 23 RPG rds, 5

AK50. Estimated 80 NVA from GK 35th Sapper Bn.. (A story

from 3/21st Inf. Bn. Veterans was that an American flag that

flew over the 3/21st Inf. Bn. command center was taken by the

NVA on 11JUN69. A platoon from A - 3/21st and patrtial B - 3/82

battery defended LZ East. E 3/ 21st (Recon i
chased these NVA for two weeks and re - captured the flag from

the 30th NVA Sapper Battalion. The flag then was flown over
the BTOC on LZ Center on July 4, 1969. This flag was shown

at a 196th Locate - A- Brother reunion Hampton in 1993 by Tony
May. Photos of the flag from this reunion and a reca p of the
story on file )
Fourteen other Reds were killed in an assault on the night
position of troops from the Americal Div. 06s

Brigade about 95 miles southeast of Da Nang near Duc Pho.



Mortars began to drop into the camp at about 2
small arms and rocket - grenade fire ripped in after the
shelling stopped. Artillery bombardments backed Gls in the
shoot -out. (Historian Note: On 11 June 1969, LZ Liz all night

a.m. and

ground attack which was repelled resulting in 14 NVA KIA.

Americal uni  ts reported in this action were B/1/20th Inf. Bn.

and C/1/82nd Atrtillery Bn. )

U. S. casualties were one killed and eight wounded.

Just 22 miles southwest of Da Nang, a North Viethamese
battalion charged a 1st Marine div. base camp near An Hoa but
wer e beaten back by the 5th Regiment Leathernecks with the
aid of an AC47 gunship and artillery fire. Jet bombers raked
the NVA as they tried to pull back.

Bodies of 35 enemy were found after daybreak two Marines
were killed and 28 were injured.

Two mi les southwest of Duc Pho Vietnamese Infantrymen of the
2nd ARVN Div. killed 37 Communists in a lopsided fight Tuesday
morning. The ARVNSs reported no casualties.

Meanwhile, 9th Inf. Div. Gls and helicopter gunships teamed up

to cut down 32 Viet Cong in a Mekong Delta struggle Tuesday.

Five Americans were wounded



S2/S3  1/52 Inf LZ Stinson From To
Page 1 of 2 BS 540825 0001 26 Sep 71 2400 26 Sep 71

01 0001 Journal Opened.

09 2000 Fr Mo Duc DC to TOC RTO: Intel Report: LZ Snopopeported
target for VC attack in near future. Info came from 1/82 Arty
personnel talking to Mo Duc District Chief. Large amount of movement
in area leads DC to believe Snoopy and Nui Vong prime targets for VC. Notified LTC
Roll



S2/S3  1/52 Inf LZ Stinson From To
Page 1 of 2 BS 540825 0001 10ct71 24001 Oct71

01 0001 Journal Opened.

03 0840 FrLTC Roll to TOC RTO: At approx 0800 a 2 ¥ ton truck
carrying trash to the LZ Stinson trash dump detonated what is
believed tchave been a PM60 plastic mine buried in the trash
dump access road. The mine caused damage to the underside
of the truck, completely disabling it. The mi]|
di ameter by 206 deep. 1xKCS was injured with
right kneewhen thrown from the truck. 2xUS personnel on the
truck were not injured. Truck belonged to C Btry, 1/82 Arty.
A crane will be required to evacuate it. M



(Copies donated by Author Jack Head, a veteran of 4/21 Inf. Bn.)
11TH INFANTRY BRIGADE

TRIDENT

"JUNGLE WARRIORS"
VOLUME 3 NUMBER 38 DUC PHO, VIETNAM  SUNDAY OCTOBER 27, 1969

I LLUSTRATI ON OF ARED CROSSO
BIRTHS

Pfc. Walton D. Russ, C 1/82 Art vy, Houma, Ala., boy. 6 Ib. 2 oz., on 17
Oct. 1969



(Copy from C 4/31st Inf. Bn. veteran James B. Simms with the assistance of Mike Crutcher a veteran

of E & HHC, 1/5 Cav, 1969 -70 1%Cav Div. May2014.) 198th INFANTRY BRIGADE (printed above

outline of a bayonet) ATHE BAYONETO(printed withiAiBRAWE |+ nBBOloDo a bayonet
(printed below outline of bayonet

VOL. 1, NO. 13 / LZ BAYONET, VIETNAM / 22 August 1969

5/46th pressure VChy 117 josef Hebert 198th Brigade PIO

CHU LAI 1 Cordoning and searching almost a village a day, units of the 5th Bn.,
46th Inf. and elements of the 6th ARVN Regt. are putting pressure on Viet Cong
| nfrastructure members operating 15 miles southeast of Chu Lai.

Since late July three companies of the 5/46 have worked closely with two
battalions of the ARVN regiment in an intensive pacification effort aimed at

breaking up Communist - political activity in the area.

AfGetting to the infrastructure is the name of the game, 0
Kannady (Fayetteville, Ark.), S - 2 officer of the 198th Brigade.

In the first three weeks of the joint U.S. - South Vietnamese pacification drive,

721 persons have been detained for questioning. Of these, 31 VC Infrastructure
members, 71 civilian defendants (loyalty suspects) and 32 VC or NVA have been
found. Another 59 Communists have been killed.

Almost daily a company of the 5/46 rings one of the enemy hamle ts and villages
in the rice paddy flatlands. Along with a Viethamese interrogation team, they
comb the huts in search of Communists. Just to the south the ARVN soldiers do
much the same thing.

AfWedre disrupting their activities ,i nmntdhiwe 6arree a,i talilngr i ghi
their food supply, too,0 said the battalionbés commander, LT
(Columbus, Ga.).

The project is part of a long range campaign. Although the prime target is
Viet Cong who have worked themsel ves i namtpdlittt8 ar eads many s
structures, tacticians also aim to disrupt the movement and logistical support of
several VC Local Force nits in the vicinity.

With the drive only four days old an estimated company of one of these units
was thought to have been located. iBrave & Boldo infantrymen engaged the
and called in (Cont. on page 5)

Enemy Shatters LuHelated story on page 6)

LZ BAYONET i The lull in fighting was shattered last week as all but one of the
198t h Brigadeds firebases wrias,sdppetsorbnyall senmséreny mo

Only LZ Fat City, forward control center for the 1st Bn., 6th Inf., escaped
some kind of action.

At LZ Dottie, a US -ARVN artillery base that fires support of the
infantrymen, 20 Viet Cong were killed and t wo captured in a middle of the night
attack from three sides by an estimated two companies of Co
everything at them that we had and they took a beating, 0 sa
(Manitou Springs, Colo.) of Delta Btry., 1st Bn., 82nd A ry . iwe fired first
trajectories with all our guns, 0 he satiimthgunrsanfder ri ng to the
105mm and 155mm howitzers of his battery and those of elements of both the 1st
Bn., 14th Arty. and an ARVN artillery battery.

Some 75 mortar rounds fell on Dottie that night
while another 23 hit LZ Bayonet, headquarters for the 198th. At Bayonet four
sappers penetrated the wire. One was killed while attempting an exit. There was
minor damage inflicted on the LZ.

iWe reacted quickly amdehddrawr orueseon the double, 0 said C
Charles H. Katayama (Captain Cook, Hawaii), base defense of
sappers) were inside the wire |l ess than 15 minutes and didn
what they wanted. o

The enemy didndét get ¢antbeiothes firefitelmsesy although one
Viet Cong sapper was killed near the perimeter of LZ Gator. At LZ Minuteman Echo,
mortarmen of the 5th Bn., 46th Inf. received small arms fire, as did LZ Gator,
while an estimated dozen mortar rounds rained on L Z Stinson, forward firebase for
the 1st Bn., 52nd Inf.

At Dottie quick reaction and heavy firepower stopped the enemy before they



could move within the wire.
iWe had everyone out in the bu

nkers putting

minutes of th e first incoming, 0 said 1LT Dennis A.
officer of the 1/82 battery.

The Americans had high praise for a platoon of infantrymen from the 6th ARVN
Regt. which manned the perimeter near the camp

iwWwe had two sbiagmdgume O6Quad .5006 firing to su
they really got up and fought, 0 Roberts said.
t he

m. 0 -2-

out the maxi mi

Pyzna

(Chicag:«



(Copy from C 4/31st Inf. Bn. veteran James B. Simms with the assistanc e of Mike Crutcher a veteran
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11" Bde patch right upper. 1/20th Inf. Symbol in center upper area.
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1/20 AIDS ORPHANS
In the past year the 1/20 has taken upon itself to adopt the more than
50 children and 100 resettled families at the Duc Pho Protestant
Orphanage.
Upon assuming command of the Sykesd Regulars | ast Ju
Wilson instituted an informal and voluntary program that has taken root
under the guidance o f the Chaplain.
Last September, a party of seven men from the battalion, accompanied
by Chaplain (MAJ) Clyde Wood (Fayetteville, N.C.) arrived at the

orphanage on National Children6s day | aden with food,
for the orphans.
Last Chri  stmas, the batta lion again remembered the orphans and spent

the day with them exchanged festivities.
And again last week, Chaplain (CPT) Eugene Scott (Westville, Ind.)
and CPT Richard W. Worrell (Yakima, Wash.), the Co of C Battery, 1/82
Artillery on Li z, visited the small compound and distributed the food
and supplies that they were able to obtain as contributions from
interested members in their units.
Although these gestures are small ones, they are sincere and
genuinely appreciated by the Orphans in Duc Pho.



(Copy from C 4/31st Inf. Bn. veteran James B. Simms with the assistance

of Mike Crutcher a veteran oE & HHC, 1/5 Cav, 1969 -70 1stCav Div. May 2014.)
Americal Division patch on the left upper; 11 th - Bde patch
right upper. 1/20th Inf. Symbo | in center upper area.
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SIX SOLDIERS BAPTIZED
A mands commitments t o bewpnhewfthe mostnteanimgiuhand
significant events in his |life, but in Vietnam itds
pursue the faith. The isolation and lack of contact with the organized
church renders the formality of the church inaccessible to most.
Chaplain  Schott has recognized the needs of these men and has sought
earnestly to bring the church closer to them. In the past few months he
has helped at least six men reaffirm their ties with God and has baptized
them in the waters of the Song Tra Cau at the Sou th Bridge on Highway
One. ltis appropriate at this time to recognize them for the step that
they have taken. (SOLDIERS BAPTIZED continued page 3)
SOLDIERS BAPTIZED continued from page 1
SGT Darold Marcus (B Co)
SP4 Ralph Tichota (B Co)
PFC Willie Brown (CCo)
PFC Jack Scott (HHC)
PFC Charles Thompson (B Co)
SGT Robert Turner (C Btry, 1/82)

o



CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 196th Infantry Brigade, 23d Infantry Division
APO San Francisco 96256
AVDF_BBSC
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (U)
THRU: Commanding General
23d Infantry Division
APO San Francisco 96374
TO: Commanding General
United States Military Assistanc e Command Vietham
APO San Francisco 96222
(V)] OPERATION CAROLINE HILL
. (©) DATES OF OPERATION 291200 Apr to 011200 Jul 71.
. (© LOCATIONS Quang Nam Province, Vietham
. (V) COMMANBIEADQUARTERS 96th Infantry Brigade

A WNBE

c. Suppor ting

3d Battalion, 82d Artillery

3d Battalion, 16th Artillery

D Battery, 1st Battalion, 82d Artillery

A Company, 26th Engineer Battalion

C Company, 723d Maintenance Battalion

B Company, 523d Signal Battalion

2d Platoon, 23d Military Police Company
Detachment 2, 388th Radio Research Company
2d Team, 635th Military Intelligence Company



NND873541
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
196th Infantry Brigade, Am erical Division
APQ San Francisco 96256
ELK CANYON | AFTER
ACTION REPORT

1.(C) OPERATIONELK CANYON I

2.(C) DATES OF OPERATION 12 Jul - 26 Aug 1970

3.(C) LOCATION: Kham Duc area western Quang Tin Province - Map,
Vietnam, 1:50,000, series L7014, sheets 6539, I, 11, 1, IV, 6540,

IV, 6638 I, II, 6639, I, II, Ill, IV, 6640, II, lll, 6739 I, II, llI,

IV, 6740 lil, 6838 I, IV

4. (C) COMMAND HEADQUARTERS 6th Infantry Brigade

5. (C) REPORTING OFFICERCOL E. L. Kennedy, C.O. 196th Infantry Brigade
2d Bn, 1st Inf: LTC Alton Coleman

CO
CO A/2/1: CPT Robert Bacon & CPT Donald Diestier
CO B/2/1: CPT Deryl Stafford & Lt Leland Eline

CO C/2/1: LT Tyler Harper
CO D/2/1: CPT Richard Monroe
CO E/2/1: LT Dennis Clark & Lt Rocky Mashborn
CO B/3/21: CPT Leon Moodyard & CPT Gerald Tanghe
CO C/4/31: CPT Paul J. Kratz
PIt Ldr Recon 2/1: LT Darrell Chancellor
6.(C) TASK ORGANIZATION
196th Infantry Brigade
2- 1 Infantry Battalion

HHC 2-1

ACo2 -1

BCo2 -1

CCo2-1

DCo2 -1

ECo2 -1

Recon2 -1

BCo3 -21Inf

CCo4 -31Inf

B Btry 1st Bn, 14th Arty

G Btry 55th Arty ( -)

ABtry ( -) 1stBn, 82d Arty

7. (C) SUPPORTING FORCES:
a. Artillery:
(1) Direct Support:
(a) B Btry (4X105m m) 1st Bn, 14th Arty

(2) General Support:
ABtry ( -) (?X155) ?2?22??2?2??? Arty
(3) Deployment of Direct Support and General Support Artillery
in ELK CANYON | a rea of operations.
(@) B/1 -14 (DS) Kham Duc 12 July
(b) A( -)/1 -82(GSR) Kham Duc 12 July
(c) All direct support and general support artillery
were deployed by CH -47 and CH - 54 helicopters.
(4) Nature Of Targets
(a) Direct support artillery fires consisted mainly of
counter - mortar, rocket, defensive concentrations,
targets of opportunity, destruction and interdiction
missions.



(b) General support artillery fires supplemented direct
support artillery fires. It was also used to fire
intel targets and interdict known and suspect enemy
trails and lines of communicatio ns.

(5) Statistical Data (All Artillery)
(a) Missions fired and rounds expended: 2393/15398

(b) Ammunition expenditure by type: 105 x 10242
155 x 5156

2

(6) Timeliness and Effectiveness:

(a) Response to calls for fire and forward observer
adjustments were accurate and rapid. Good fire
control and discipline were exercise d in connection
with air activities. An artillery air warning
net was established with initial deployment to
Kham Duc.

(b) Results of Artillery Missions:
16 NVA/KBA

(c) Tactical Air Support: 7th Air Force, USMC and USN
Aircraft

(1) Tactical air support consisted of preplanned
and immediate air strikes controlled by forward
air controllers, skyspots and beacon drops.

(2) The Tactical Air Control Party, 196th Inf Bde
directed preplanned and immediate strikes, provided
airborne observation for maneuver elements, and
provided bomb damage assessments.



Vol. 2. No. 174 Thursday October 10, 1968
MIRACLE WEATHER REPORT
FRIDAY

Partly Cloudy High 95 Low 75 1025 - 2144 -- Hours of non -
moonlight

AMERICAL DIVISION NEWS
CHU LAI (AMERICAL IO ) --

The 198th Inf. Bde. reported two VC killed in their area
of operations yesterday.

A Combined Action Patrol found two VC bodies in the Chu
Lai area yesterday. The VC had been killed by atrtillery fire
froma 1stBn., 82d Arty. Battery
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Artillery Troops Build
Large Swimming Pool

LZ HURRICANE - What is 60 feet long and 40 feet wide, and
varies in depth from three to eight feet?

An ammo bunker? A bomb crater? Sorry about that, it looks
like only t he division artillerymen from the 1st Bn., 82d
Arty. are "in the know" these days.

The answer to the problem is the dimensions of the huge
swimming pool.

Called the Chappell Memorial Pool, it was named in honor

of PFC Edward L. Chappell who was the f irst man of hte
battalion to give his life in the service of his country in
Vietnam.

The "Survey" section built the pool which has a 70,000
gallon capacity. All that fresh, potable water is pumped
from a 16 foot well through an elaborate plumbing netwo
that the "Como" section constructed.

Other men from the unit, not wanting to be out done,
contribute[d] a diving board made from a main rotor blade
discarded by a helicopter unit.

Recently opened for its second season in a ceremony that
has [was] headed by COL Leslie B. Hardy, Div Arty, CO. the
pool is only a part of the recreational facility that the
cannoneers have constructed for their off duty. (Div. Arty.

10)

rk
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'Flying Red Horsemen' Net Awards

LZ SIBERIA - Six 'Flying Red Horsemen' of the division's
Btry. C, 3d Bn., 82d Arty., received valor awards in a
ceremony here recently.

The awards were presented to the artillerymen for their
actions during an attack on this firebase last year.

NVA Sapper Force

A Dbattalion -size NVA sapper force armed with flame
throwers and RPGs and under heavy mortar cover, recoilless
rifle and B -40 rocket fire attempted to penetrate the
perimeter of this remote fire base. heavy fighting continued
throughout the night, but the artillerymen from Siberia and
the infantrymen of the 196th Inf. Bde. held their ground.

The battle resulted in 32 enemy killed and one captured;
11 AK - 47 rifles, 1 AK - 50, two rocket launchers and one flame
thrower were confiscated.

Silver and Bronze Stars

Receiving the Silver Star were 1SG Carl F. Victor Jr.
(Newburn N.C.) and SFC Melvin Townes (Augsburg, Germany).
Also 1LT George Marcinko (Marietta, Ga.) and Albert J. Weller
(Shoals, Ind) along with SGT James Lynch (Jersey City, N.J.)
received the Bronze Star for Valor. The Army Commendation
Medal for Valor went to SP4 Jerod Caputo (Hoboken, N.J.)

Presentations were made by COL Leslie B. Hardy.
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Snoopy Curses

Red Sappers In

Night Of Terror

By SP4 DICK SHEARER

LZ SNOOP¥ What started as a pleasantly cool evening for
sleeping turned into a nightmare for members of B Btry., 1st
Bn., 82d Arty., and C Co., 39th Engr. Bn.

The peace and tranquility ended at 0217 hours wh
medium- sized enemy force launched a combined ground and
mortar attack against the two units which share LZ Snoopy
with an ARVN detachment.

Initial contact was made with the enemy in the engineers
sector where five VC were spotted. At about the sa
number of enemy troops worked their way through the perimeter
and were moving freely under the protection of heavy
shelling.

The full impact of the attack was felt in a matter of
minutes when three satchel charges exploded in one of the
enginee rs' bunkers starting an ammunition - fed fire.

Soon two more enemy soldiers captured a fighting bunker
and pinned down four engineer defenders.

B Btry. 1SG James E. Norris (Baltimore) and 2LT Steven L.
Rapier (Cedar Rapids, lowa), assistant XO, were am
first to size up the situation.

They immediately went to the communications bunker to get
the medic, PFC David A. Bozek (Chicago), to help treat
injured at the bunker fire. When they arrived they found two
VC patrolling the entrance to the bunk er.

While Bozek moved to the burning bunker, Norris, LT
Rapier, and SSG Boon D. Johnson (Tipton, Ind.) concentrated
on pinning the VC in a bunker.

Lob Grenades

"It wasn't easy to flush them out," Norris said, "but LT
Rapier kept them down with M - 16 fire and | started throwing
hand grenades at the bunker."

Apparently each had scored a hit because later they
learned that one VC had been killed by rifle fire, and the
other by a grenade blast.

PFC Terrance L. Penick (Louisville, Ky.) was asleep i
bunker when someone shouted a warning that the LZ was
receiving in - coming fire. A few seconds later a grenade went
off outside the door.

en a

me time,

ong the

n his



More Grenades

Penick and SP4 Robert T. Staples (Andalusia, Pa.) jumped
up and headed for the entrance w ay where they were greeted by
another grenade blast that threw Penick back into the bunker.

"l looked to the right and saw a VC moving around in the
shadows and somehow | managed to shoot him," Penick said.

"After that, Staples and | decided to check the profo pits
(ammo storage area). As soon as we go to the first one, a
grenade exploded on top of it and we both got knocked down
again."

Thirty - five minutes after the battle began, gun and flare
ships arrived to take up the fight with illumination, rockets
and machinegun fire.

The hill yielded 25 enemy bodies and a cache of armament
that included 10 rifles, two pistols, and 150 assorted Chicom

grenades.

A check of the perimeter showed blood trails indicating
that as many as 20 additional VC we re brought down by the
gunships.

Enemy Losses
All told, there were 37 confirmed kills on Snoopy as a
result of engineer and artillery teaming to fight as

infantry.
"It really was a nice evening for sleeping,” stated
Johnson, who was sacked out ne xt to a bunker when the attack

began. "Now I think it might take us a few weeks to rest
easy again." (DIVARTY IO)
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NIGHTCLUBS, FDC DON'T
HAVE A LOT IN COMMON

By SP4 PAUL PALMER

CHU LAl --- A vast difference exists between the flashing

life of a nightclub and that of an artillery center - one
beams with cigarette smoke and the other brings smoke.

PFC John W. Sutton (Pittsburgh), assigned to the 1st Bn.,
82d Arty. Fire Dir ection Control Center, knows both those
lives.

A year ago, Sutton toured the eastern U.S. as a singer,
guitarist, and organist in a three - man psychedelic - rock group
called tbe Trifids.

"We got tbe name from a movie called 'Night of tbe
Trifids," t be 19 -year -old said.

"One of tbe guys looked up tbe word and found it meant
'divided into three parts." That seemed to fit, so we

used it."
Since tbe group started in Pittsburgh four years ago,
Sutton and his psych - rock combo have play ed in many major

cities in tbe East and
Midwest, including New York, Chicago, Milwaukee, and
Louisville.

"Most often we played one - nighters in the greater
Pittsburgh area,” Sutton said. "But when we went on
the road, we booked into clubs
f or a week or two at a time.

"When you put almost $12,000 in amplifiers,
microphones, and psychedelic lighting equipment on tbe
stage, you can't afford one - night stands on the
road."

"In Pittsburgh, we worked five teen dance cente rs. Each
held nearly a thousand teenagers."

"We put on our show there and backed up some well - known
singers and groups like Brian Hyland, The Dirifters, The
Rolling Stones, The Animals, The Mamas and Papas, and The
Beach Boys.

Sutton recentl y arrived in Vietham and works as a chart
operator in the 1/82 FDC which coordinates artillery fire for
the battalion.

When his Army tour ends, back to that noisy nightclub life!
(Americal 10)



11TH INFANTRY BRIGADE
TRIDENT
VOLUME 2 NUMBER 13 Sep 27, 1968

'REGULARS' KILL 31 NVA NEAR HA THANH THIS WEEK
Action in the 11th Infantry Brigade's portion o f Quang Ngai Province
decreased this week as "Jungle Warrior" soldiers killed 63 enemy,
detained 24 suspects and captured 21 weapons.
This week's major clash with communist troops came September 22 as
Alpha Co., 1st of the 20th killed 31 NVA and capture d 21 weapons.
This week's major clash with communist troops came September 22 as
Alpha Co., 1st of the 20th killed 31 NVA and captured 20 weapons near Ha
Thanh Special Forces Camp. The early morning action began as the "Sykes'
Regulars" company, comman ded by CPT William J. Adams, came across two NVA
soldiers playing dead one mile west of Ha Thanh. Alpha played their game
when the two enemy soldiers attempted to evade capture, killed them both
and captured an M1 carbine.
Moving towards the base of a hill in the same area the company met
heavy resistance from entrenched NVA soldiers. With supporting fire from
"Shark" gunships A Co. quickly silenced the enemy. Sweeping through the
area, they found 25 dead NVA in fortified bunkers and tunnels. Capture
in the fighting were 12 AK -47s, two RPG launchers, one Chi Com 57mm
recoilless rifle, two Soviet light machineguns, two flare pistols, and a
bangalore torpedo. A Co. also captured a Chi Com field phone, a Japanese
bullhorn, six RPG rounds, 14 -57mm round s and hundreds of small arms
rounds in that action.
On September 20, soldiers of C Co, 4th of the 3rd, led by CPT Grady
Middleton, encountered seven Viet Cong in separate actions north of Duc
Pho. The "Old Guard" infantrymen killed two and detained fiv e suspects.
Twenty miles south of Quang Ngai City, Bravo Co, 1st of the 20th
killed six VC September 21. The company, led by CPT George F. Robb,
netted the kills in three separate actions near Ha Thanh.
Patrolling Aero Scout helicopters from the 123 rd Aviation Battalion
drew enemy ground fire 35 miles northwest of Duc Pho September 23. The
Scouts returned fire killing six Viet Cong.
That evening, support fire from C Battery, 1st Battalion, 82d
Artillery, killed four VC in a settlement five miles northwest of Duc
Pho.
"Always First" soldiers from Bravo Co, led by CPT John P. Nolan,
killed one Viet Cong September 24, four miles north of Duc Pho. Found on
the dead enemy's body was a .45 caliber pistol, 7.62mm ammunition, and
documents.



Americal  Division Magazine - January, 1969
AMERICAL RECAP

NOVEMBER
Infantrymen of the 198th Bde. called for accurate
firing by the 1st Bn., 82nd Arty. on Nov. 2 as 22 VC were
kiled south of Chu Lai. same d ay, a LRP team and a 5th
Bn., 46th Inf. platoon adjusted other fire missions from
the artillery unit, killing 18 VC.



Americal Division Magazine - Fall 1971
AMERICAL RECAP
JANUARY 1971

The new year was char acterized by light to moderate action, but the
year started off with heavy activity when LAMSON 719 began.
Operation LAMSON 719 was a large, complex operation designed to
sever the enemy's supply lines and destroy the stockpiles along his
supply routes in Laos. American forces were to reopen QL - 9 through Khe
Sanh to the Laotian border. ARVN forces would then attack into Laos to
interdict the enemy's supply routes.
Logistical and airmobile support would be provided by the United
States. To insure th e security of QL - 9, a shifting of American forces
westward toward the Laotian border had to occur.
The 23d Infantry Division was called upon to place forces under
operational control, and augment those of the 101st Airborne Division

(Airmobile) and the 1st Brigade, 5th Mechanized Division. Elements of

the 23d Infantry Division began moving north on January 29 - the date of
movement depending upon the unit. 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry moved

north on January 29, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry arrived at Tam Ky on

January 30. F Troop, 8th Cavalry moved north on January 29, as did the
116th Assault Helicopter Company, 176th Assault Helicopter Company and
the 178th Assault Support Helicopter Company.

Headquarters Company, 71st and 174th Assault Helicopter Compan ies
moved north at the same time, and formed the 14th Combat Aviation
Battalion, Also, 1st Battalion, 82nd Artillery was moved north to
support operations for Jefferson Glen and LAMSON 719.

FEBRUARY 1971

At the peak of Operation LAMSON 719, 2nd Bat talion, 1st Infantry was
responsible for the eastern portion of the AO, just south of the
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ). 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry operated in the
eastern portion of the AO, with responsibility for preventing enemy
infiltration, and maintaini ng the security of QL -9.

1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry was responsible for the coordination and

execution of the defense of Khe Sanh, H Troop, 17th Cavalry was to
provide convoy security along QL - 9, and also act as a brigade reaction
force. F Troop, 8th Cav alry provided gunship cover for convoys, and an
aero rifle platoon for use as an immediate reaction force.

Support units from the 23d Infantry Division also redeployed to
support the division's combat units. Their mission was made much more
difficult b y the distances involved and by the short notice prior to
the start of LAMSON 719. Initial problems were overcome, however, and
the mission was accomplished.
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03Mar69 - Night life is the right life for psychedelic - rock
singer
CHU LAI - There is a vast difference between the flashing life of a
night club and the life in an artillery co ntrol center.
But one Americal Division soldiers that knows both of these lives is
Pfc. John W. Sutton of the 1st Bn., 82nd Artillery's Fire Direction
Control Center (FDC).
A year ago Sutton was touring across the eastern portion of the United
States as a combination singer, guitarist and organist in a three - man
psychedelic - rock group called the "Trifids."
"We got the name from a movie called the "Night of the Trifids." One
of the guys looked up the word in the dictionary and found it meant
"divid ed into three parts" which seemed to fit for our group so we used
it," said Sutton, who had brought the trio together four years ago in

Pittsburgh.

Since then, Sutton and his psych - rock group have toured most of the
major cities in the East, including N ew York, Chicago, Green Bay,
Milwaukee, and Louisville. "Most of the time we played one - nighters in

the greater Pittsburgh area, Sutton said "But when we went on the road,

we would book into a club for a week or two at a time. When you put
almost twelve thousand dollars worth of amplifiers, microphones, and
psychedelic lighting equipment on the stage you can't afford one night
stands on the road.

"In Pittsburgh we worked a group of teen - age dance centers called the
"Red Rooster." There were five of th em and each one held nearly a
thousand teenagers. Here we would put on our own show as well as back up
some of the well known singers and groups such as "The Drifters" and
Brian Highland. We've also worked with "The Rolling Stones,” "The
Animals," "The M amas and Papas" and "The Beach Boys."

The "Trifids" have only put one record, "Computer Date", which Sutton
wrote and which sold mostly in Canada and the Eastern United States.

Sutton has written a few more songs for the group but mostly they would
pla y the popular songs of the times.

Sutton just recently arrived in Vietham and works as a charts operator
in the 1st Bn., 82nd Artillery's FDC, which coordinates the artillery
fire for the battalion. He said that while he was in Vietham he would
like to get a group together to play for Special Services.

When his tour in the Army is over, Sutton said he planned to return to
the noise of the night club life. "I have more than two years left in
the service, but there is no doubt about it, | plan to go b ack to playing
the clubs when | get my discharge," he said.

For the rest of his tour in Vietham, Sutton will continue to help the
Americal Division's 1st Bn., 82nd Arty. bring smoke on Charlie and dream
about his touring the smoke filled night clubs of the big cities again.
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02Dec68 - Vietham communique (Nov 12 - Nov17)

Americal  Div

The Americal Division killed 315 in a week of heavy
fighting in the | Corps area of operation.

In the heaviest action, soldiers of the 198th Light
Infantry Brigade killed 48 enemy in several actions Nov. 17.
See article, page 1.

Twenty - six V C were killed by artillery fire from the 1st
Bn., 14th Artillery when the enemy launched an attack against
the Binh Son District Headquarters. Another support base
seven miles northwest of Chu Lai. The base was defended by
soldiers of the 1st Bn., 6th In f. Twelve more enemy were
killed by brigade elements in scattered contacts during the
day.

On Nov. 16 a reconnaissance patrol from the 198th Infantry
Brigade accounted for the major part of the action as they

kiled 24 enemy. The patrol, which had tak en a concealed
position in an area seven miles north of Quang Ngai City,

observed 15 VC moving down trail. Artillery from Btry. D,
1st Bn., 82nd Atrtillery answered the patrols call by placing

eight inch rounds on the VC Kkilling all 15. A short time
later 15 VC moved into the area, and the patrol again called
for artillery support from Btry. D. Six enemy were killed in

the barrage that followed.
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19Apr71- Roll over, Beethoven!!!l  Page 3

CHU LAI - Professional entertainers usually come to Vietnam through the
USoO,
do their thing for the troops and then head back home. However , Gerald Saltus
Jr., an accomplished pianist, did his thing at the Chu Lai USO and then headed
north to work in combat operations. Saltus performs his duties as S3
operations sergeant,1st Bn., 82nd Arty. But whenever, he's near a piano, he
plays anything from classical to jazz, just as long as he's playing.

Playing in public since he was 9, Saltus undertook accelerated piano courses
and music theory studies while in high school at the Baltimore Institute of
Musical Arts. He graduated with honors from both schools and continued hi
musical studies at New York's Julliard School of Music. Entering the service
at 21, Saltus had no intention of neglecting his interest in the arts. He
believed he could combine both his talents and labors as a member ¢ the armed
forces.

The combination has proved to be very successful for the past 17 years as
he has had the opportunity to perform throughout North America, Europe and
Southeast Asia, while carrying out his military duties. In addition, this
extensve travel has enabled Saltus to study musical ideas in almost every
sector of the world.

"It wasn't until | entered the service that | considered playing anything
but classical music,” he pointed out.

In the Army he was introduced to jazz and found that after years of studying
the classics that there was much to be said for modern music.

"Many of today's popular jazz pianists got their start as concert pianists,
students of classical music," Saltus continued. "Dave Brubeck and Ramsey
Lewis are two notable examples."

Saltus has organized several combos during his years in the Army, many of
which have played at service, NCO and officers' clubs throughout the States
and Europe.

"Anywhere | go, | find people with different tastes, different f avorites.
| try to keep all of them happy. | feel that anyone who can take the time to
listen to good music will enjoy and appreciate it, no matter what style of
music it might be.

Saltus' Chu Lai show also marked the first performance of Saltus' own
composition, "Dewey Canyon II," a work in the classical style, dedicated to
the men involved in that operation.
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19Jul7%: Photo Caption Pagel

BRINGING SMOKE ON SIR CHARLES -is this crew of 1st Bn., 82nd Arty. at
LZ Vandergrift. In two months the unit has expended 50,000 rounds on the
enemy.
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SMOKE EXPENDED FROM a discharged round billows from the breach of this
gun
as soldiers from the Americal Division's D Btry., 1st Bn., 82nd Arty., prepare
to reload. The action took place at LZ Dottie in | Corps.
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wipe out sappers

KHAM DUC - Sixteen sappers died recently in the first serious test of the
defenses of Kham Duc airstrip 35 miles west of Tam Ky. (See relatedstory
and photos on pages 6 and 7.)

Striking minutes after 4 a.m. on a black, moonless night, heavily armed
sappers belly-crawled over a brush covered cliff to focus their attack on
on the artillery pieces guarding the major -supply line for the Americ al
Division and ARVN forces operating in the area.

"There was no moon that night,” recalled Spec. 4 Jack Hobbs, on perimeter
guard for Btry, A, 1st Bn., 82nd Arty . "It was so dark | could barely see
10 feet in front of my fighting position."

Suddenly there was an explosion. A generator had blown up.

"l popped a hand flare," said Hobbs, "and saw seven sappers on their
stomachs 25 yards from my pit."

More hand flares went up. Mortarmen from Co. E, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., 196th
Inf., Bde., fired il lumination and soon the entire artillery perimeter was
bright as midday.

"When the illumination started popping overhead, the sappers got up and
started to run farther inside the perimeter,” recalled Pfc. Jeff Lee. "We
opened up with M16s, M60s and hand frags."

The artillerymen brought down two NVA with grenades. Rifle fire killed
several more enemy who were underneath a 2 1/2 ton truck. Another NVA was
cut
down just as he aimed a rocket-propelled grenade (RPG) launcher at the battery
fire directi on center (FDC).

As sappers continued to enter the artillery perimeter, Sgt. James Humphrey,
an artillery squad leader, hustled his men out to their L05mm howitzer.

"Our commo had been destroyed," remembered Humphrey. "I yelled over the
FDC and asked permission to fire some rounds into the enemy."

The crew lowered the barrel parallel to the ground and pointed directly at
the advancing sappers. Then Humphrey got his okay.

"We fired three rounds," he said, "and | saw five or six drop to the
ground.

Mortarmen from Co. E, 250 yards away, received suppressive enemy mortar
and rocket fire throughout the morning, but continued to fire illumination.

"When the sun came up we took a look around," said Hobbs. "Dead sappers
were lying all over the place.”

Fourteen enemy dead were found inside the perimeter, two more outside.



One dead NVA was found face down with the index finger of his right hand
had through the safety ring of a Chinese Communist grenade. He had been
killed just as he was about to throw it. In addition, the Americans found
50 Chicom grenades, nine RPG rockets, five RPG launchers and 32 satchel
charges.

Sfc Jack Bevel, platoon sergeant for Co. A, 1st Bn., 2nd Inf., led a
patrol that morning to find the trail the sapp ers had used. The 196th Inf.
Bde. soldiers found the sappers had cut their way up a thickly vegetated cliff
to within 150 yards of the perimeter wire.

""They put white Chieu Hoi leaflets along the trail so the could find their
way back," said Bevel. "However, they never got a chance to make the return
trip."
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Finders Keepers Was Not The Case
LZ LIZ - A walletlost in the fields or roads of Vietnam
might as well be forgotten. The chances of recov ery are
slim.
Or so through SP4 James M. Richardson, mail clerk for the
Americal's C Btry., 1st Bn., 82nd Arty., after losing his
wallet along Highway 1, south of the 11th Inf. Bde.'s base
camp at LZ Bronco.
"l didn't discover that it was gone until later that day,"
he said. "After making routine checks and inquiries, | just
gave it up as lost."
But three days later, Richardson was notified that his
wallet had been recovered. According to 1LT Frederick R.
Salandi, MACV adviser at Duc Pho, a local Vietnamese farmer,
Nguyen Phung, found the wallet while working near his home.
Thinking it might belong to one of the Americans who had
come through the area recently, the farmer turned it over to
MACV authorities. 1LT Salandi contacted the 11th Bde. MPs,
who in turn notified the specialist.
"l was really surprised to see it again," said Richardson.
"Everything was intact, including $6.50 in MPC, 100 piasters,
an oil credit card and my ID card."
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Combat In Review

Tree Climbing
Aids Atrtillery
LZ BAYONET- Two Americal infantrymen went airborne into a
tree to direct artillery fire that netted 18 Viet Cong killed
south of Chu Lai.
The mission began when a Long Range Patrol, led by CPL
John Dane, 198th Inf. Bde., rendezvoused with 13 men from C
Co., 5th Bn., 46th Inf., led by SSG Everett Rice
(Weaverville, N.C.). The soldiers spotted and opened fire on
six VC moving across a rice paddy.
Bird's Eye View
With the VC pinned down, Dane and Rice took t urns on a
position high in a tree to direct the fire of eight -inch
howitzers from btry. D, 1st Bn., 82nd Arty. The shells
screamed in right on target, killing six of the enemy.
"By being that high," Dane said, "we had good surveillance

over the entire area and still had concealment. It also
helped our radio transmissions."
VC Flushed

When three of the enemy left their cover trying to recover
their weapons, the LRPs requested a repeat of the first fire
mission, bagging three more VC.

In the nex t few hours four more fire missions were called
in on groups of VC killing an additional nine enemy soldiers.

"The artillery really did a fine job,” a LRP spokesman
said. "It is a big asset when you get quick accurate fire
like we had today."
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Combat In Review
Americans, ARVNs
Batter VC Force
LZ DOTTIE -- "We threw everything at them that we had and
they took a beating," said the first sergeant as he sipped a
cup of coffee, recalling the battle the ni ght before at this
artillery firebase 12 miles south of Chu Lai.
The artillerymen and engineers who man the firebase along
with a platoon of ARVN infantrymen repulsed a middle - of - the -
night combined mortar and ground attack from three sides,
killing 20 V iet Cong and capturing two.
When the first mortars landed in the area of D Btry., 1st
Bn., 82nd Arty.,, the Americans reacted quickly, manning
bunkers and firing at enemy infiltrators coming toward the
wire.
"We fired flat trajectories with all of our guns and used
the Quad .50 machinegun (a four barreled heavy caliber
machinegun) to our best advantage,” said 1SG Homer A. Roberts
(Manitou Springs, Colo.), referring to the camp's eight -inch
guns and 105mm howitzers belonging to his unit and elements
of the both the U.S. 1st Bn., 14th Arty. and ARVN atrtillery.
The heaviest concentration of mortar rounds -- about75 -
rained on B Co., 39th Engr. Bn., which manned a large portion
of the base perimeter.
"They fired from three different mortar position s,"
explained CPT Harry O. Taylor (Brownsville, Pa.), the
engineers commander.
As the mortars flew in, an estimated 40 to 50 enemy began
to approach the encampment from three directions. None
penetrated.
"They were after the eight - inch guns," said R oberts, "but
we opened up on them and stopped them cold.
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Pa And Son
In Vietnam

LZ DOTTIE - It's not often when father gets to meet son
in
Vietham but it happened here when SGM William M. Stonem
Sr. stopped to see SSG William M. Stoneman Jr.

The elder Stoneman, a Green Beret with C Co., 5th
Special Forces Group Da Nang, had just arrived in
country to begin his third tour in Vietham when he
dropped in for a two - hour reunion wi th his son.

SGM Stoneman, who has been in the army for 28 vyears,
has seen little of Bill Jr., a section chief 1st Bn., 82nd
Arty.'s D Btry., during the past two years.

They met briefly last September when the younger Stoneman

returned from Ft. Carson, Colo. at the same time his father
completed his second Vietnam tour.
Bill Jr. is now home enjoying a 30 - day extension leave

with the rest of his family at Fayetteville, N.C. He will be

back at his gun section at LZ Dottie in November an
already set his sights on another extension which would
enable him to return home with his father next September.

Until then, SGM William Stoneman and SSG William Stoneman
will go their separate ways, one as a Green Beret, and the
other as an ar ty NCO.

(198th 10)
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Two New COs

Div. Artillery Units

Get New Chiefs

ARTILLERY HILL - COL Leslie B. Hardy (Annadale, Va.) commander of the
division artillery recently welcomed an old acquaint ance to his command.

LTC Grover A. Dubose (Atlantic City, N.J.), served under COL Hardy in
Germany with the 36th Arty. Gp. during 1967 - 68.

After attending the United States Army Command and General Staff
College in 1961, LTC Dubose was sent to Nationalist China as an artillery
advisor. During this tour he completed 120 hours of instruction in the Chinese
Mandarin language.

Other assignments include the Pentagon where LTC Dubose served as a staff
officer and more r ecently the Allied Forces Central Europe (AFCENT), prior to his
assignment In Vietnam.

The holder of many awards including the Legion Of Merit LTC Dubose assumed
command of the 3 - 16th Arty. He replaced LTC Andrew J. Foster Jr. (La
Mesa, CA.)  who will become the Asst. Fire coordinator for the division.

Before leaving his command LTC Foster was awarded the Legion Of Merit In
recognition of his outstanding performance during the past year.

"LTC Foster maintained superb control over the three firing batteries," the
citation read.

"At times his howitzers were scattered on as many as ten fire bases
throughout the division tactical area." LTC Foster was also awarded an Air
Medal with the second award.

LTC Eliseo J. Gar cia (San Antonio, TX.) a holder of the Vietnamese Cross Of
Gallantry award with the Silver Star, has recently assumed command of the 1 -82nd
Arty).

For the past 14 months LTC Garcia was part of the Military Assistance Command,
Vietnam (MACV) in s outhern | Corps. His assignments progressed
from the Artillery Advisor to the Operations officer and finally to the position
of Regimental Senior Advisor of the 6th ARVN Regt. In addition to the
Vietnamese award he also received the Air Medal Fo urth award.

LTC Garcia served in Korea (1958 -59) and later with the 5th Artillery in
Germany for almost two years.

The  departing commander, LTC James M. Compton (Springfield. Mo.) is
returning to CONUS For his assignment in the Penta gon.

LTC Compton also served as the Executive Officer of the division artillery.

For the First part of his tour in Vietham. While in this capacity, in spite of the
demanding responsibility he found time to coordinate with Special Services
and various supply units in an effort to build

a craft shop. After months of endeavor including many volunteer paint details
and carpentry work, the division artillery crafts shop opened.

Featuring a 100 meter slot car track; photolab, and an a rts and
crafts sales outlet, the new center became a haven For field
troops where they came to take up old and new hobbies.

Upon his departure LTC Compton was awarded the Legion Of Merit and
the Air Medal 2nd Award.
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Photo Captions:

2) Cannoneers stand clear as their 155mm howitzer recoils
with brute force, filling the cloudless afternoon sky with
thunder. The men of Charlie Battery, 1st Battalion, 82nd

Atrtillery are supporting Division o perations south of Quang
Ngai City. (Photo by PFC Robert J. Smith)
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Cannoneers stand clear as their 155mm howitzer recoils with brute force, filling the
cloudless afternoon sky with thunder. The men of Charlie Battery, 1st Battalion, 82nd
Artillery are supporting Division operations south of Quang Ngai City.

(Photo by PFC Robert J. Smith)
July 3, 1970 SOUTHERN CROSS
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Photo Caption: These gunners from Delta Battery, 1st
Battalion, 82nd Artillery team up to prepare this 8 inch gun
for another mission. Th e men are stationed at Landing Zone

Dottie. (Photo by SP4 Gerard Paulin)

These gunners from Delta Battery, 1st Battalion, 82nd

Artillery team up to prepare this 8 inch gun for another

mission. The men are stationed at Landing Zone Dottie.
(Photo py SP4 Gerard Paulin)

SOUTHERN CROSS
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Divarty is on the go come rain or shine
By SP4 G.E. Jensen

CHU LAI (AMERICAL 10) - The artilleryman is one of the
unsung he roes of war. Next to the infantryman he probably
has the most tedious job in Vietnam.

His home for 365 days is the hill. The hill, that in the
dry season seems to stand out as the very focal point of the

sun's searing rays. The hill, that in the mon soon reaches up
to rupture the heavens which pour out their deluge in
revenge.

There are no stand - downs or days off in the rear, there is
not rear for him. His only break in "tour - 365" comes in the
form of R&R.

His only link with the rear is the dai ly re -supply

choppers or an occasional convoy where possible. It brings
his letters from home, his water to drink and to bath in, and
his ammo and "joes". If the choppers don't come, he goes
without till the next one can get in.
Many may think that al | he does is load a round in the
breech of his howitzer and pull the lanyard, but there is a
lot more. That is probably the easiest job he has.
However, the rounds come in, by convoy or chopper, he must
unload them and stack them in the storage area on e by one.
He not only unloads projectiles but there is his food, water
and other supplies that have to be hustled around the hill.
He also is a mechanic. He has to keep his guns in firing
condition by daily cleaning and adjusting.
As if these thing s are not enough, he must be alert for
the enemy at all times, if not incoming rounds then the ever
present sapper waiting for a slack moment.
His is a job which is truly not envied. There is the
daily sand blastings from the re - supply choppers and if not
that there is the mud that adds a pound at every step. A job
of long hours, hard work and few rewards.

Photo Captions:
1) In a matter of minutes more than 14,000 pounds of high explosive artillery
rounds are off -loaded from a single truck. This isolated fire base is the home
of Alpha Battery, 3rd Battalion, 18th Artillery. (Photo by Divarty
10)
2) Thisfork - lift operator gently places 100 sets of powder increments in
place on the air strip at New Hau Duc. Th e powder is for the 155mm
howitzers at Bravo Battery, 3rd Battalion, 16th Artillery during a recent
artillery raid near New Hau Duc. (Photo by SP4 William Hayes)
3) This 105 crew from the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery loads up in
preparation for a fire mission. The men were supporting ground troops of
the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry in operations north and west of LZ West.

(Photo by SSG Tim Palmer)



4) These soldiers of Delta Battery, 1st Battalion, 82nd
Artillery exert much effort in th eir jobs to clean this
eight -inch gun. (Photo by SP4 Gerald Paulin)
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These soldiers o Delta Battery, 1st Battalioﬁ, 82( Artillery exert much effort in their jobs to cle:an
this eight-inch gun. (Photo by SP4 Gerald Paulin)

5) Corporal Lamar Newton, New Orleans, La., of Delta Battery, 1st
Battalion,14th Artillery, tightens the fuse on another "projo" as he

refills the ammo pit after a long fire mission. (Photo by SP5 Barnett)
6) A cannoneer stoops to lift the last round of a 17 round fire mission.

The  ‘on time' artilery men of Bravo Battery, 6th Battalion, 11th

Artillery  fire support for the 11th Infantry Brigade. (Photo by SP5

A.C. Barnett)
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Division Recap Sharp increase enemy loses 154

In sporadic but heavy action the "Chargers" in Operation
Frederick Hill saw increased action as they killed 77 enemy
soldiers and confiscated several weapons. Elsewhe re in
Operation Iron Mountain action also increased for the "Jungle
Warriors" as they tallied 39 of the enemy. Action for the
"Brave and Bold" in Operation Geneva Park continued light and
scattered as they accounted for nine enemy killed.

Frederick Hil I

Action for "Legionnaires" of the 2nd Battalion, 1st
Infantry began with Alpha Company which engaged an NVA
element in the triple canopy jungle west of Tam Ky. After an
hour's firefight the enemy broke contact leaving behind four
dead NVA.

Later in the week Company C, during a sweep and clear
operation west of Tam Ky discovered a tunnel complex
containing 30 AK - 47 rounds and assorted NVA equipment.

Heaviest action occurred in the "Legionnaires" area of
operation when Alpha Battery, 1st Battalion, 82nd Atrtillery
stationed at Kham Duc airstrip (continued on page 6) 1st - 82nd
Arty repels sappers, kill 16 received rocket, mortar and
ground attack. Sappers were spotted in the wire and inside
the perimeter by the artillerymen who quickly opened up on
th e enemy with fierce barrage of fire.

A later search of the area revealed 16 sappers killed by
artillerymen.  Also found in the search were 50 CHICOM
grenades, nine RPG rounds and five AK - 50's.

Later that morning Bravo Company, while on a sweep of a
suspected enemy mortar position found six bunkers containing
19 82mm mortar rounds and four cases of charges.

About the same time a Recon platoon killed two more NVA
with small arms fire during a seep near the airstrip.

Captured in the action was one 82m m mortar tube and 21 rounds
for it. The "Gimlets" of the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry,

killed 13 of the enemy in the weeks action. Eight of the

kills came in as many actions with elements of the battalion.

More action occurred when eight NVA were stru ck down in
action invol ving two 196t h I nfantry
gunship helicopters and Charlie Battery, 3rd Battalion, 82nd
Artillery.

Alpha Company later found a small cache southwest of Tam Ky
containing 600 rounds of .51 caliber ammunition, 300 rounds
of AK - 47 ammunition, 100 pull - release detonating devices for

booby traps and 20 B - 40 rocket adapters.

Brigad:¢
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Kham Duc airstrip retaken
by ARVNs and Americans

By SP5 A. C. Barnett

KHAM DUC (DIVARTY 10) -- Two years and two months to the day
since Kham Duc was lost to an NVA Division, this Special Forces advised
CIDG camp was retaken by the same Division units that played a central
role in that withdrawal of allied forces.

In M ay of 1968, an entire NVA Division surrounded Kham Duc, overran
the outposts, and from the high ground around the airstrip began an
intense mortar and recoilless rifle barrage. The camp was defenseless
and a contingency plan to evacuate all personnel was quickly put into
action.

In what has been called "one of the most harrowing evacuation efforts
of the Vietnam war," the Americal Division sent and infantry battalion
and a battery of artillery to hold back the enemy until the evacuation
could be complet ed. The plan called for the approximately 1500 persons
in the camp to be flown out in a two day period.

Under cover of more than 150 airstrikes by both US and Vietnamese
aircraft from units as far away as Cam Ranh Bay, Tuy Hoa, and Thailand,
the heroic airlift was accomplished in only six hours.

The successful evacuation, however did not have the flavor of an
offensive victory, so when Kham Duc was reclaimed from the enemy, the
privilege belonged to the men that were ordered to fight and withdraw.

More than two thousand ARVNs moved into the ridgeline during the first
few days of the recent operation to secure the high ground around the
camp.

In the valley below, the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, 196th Infantry

Brigade, was inserted around the air strip where they quickly cleared the

lowland area. (continued on page 6) Light resistance met (continued from
page 1) Cannoneers from D Battery, 3rd Battalion, 82nd Artillery, and A

Battery, 1st Battalion, 82nd Artillery , were next and within twenty

minut es of their arrival the two batteries of howitzers were ready to
deliver their devastating support.

This time it was the NVAs turn to withdraw, and while resistance was
encountered by the first elements of both the ARVNs and Americans, it was
only a ver vy scattered and ineffective effort, a cover for the enemy
retreat.

The 26th Engineer Battalion, after destroying over 400 booby traps

seeded in the black - top airstrip, had the job of restoring the surface
which was pockmarked by a dozen bomb craters.
Just four days after the first assault, a C - 130 landed on the repaired

runway, the first of 30 sorties that day.

An impressive victory, accomplished by the Viethamese and American
forces, working together in the air and on the ground. The NVA had
beat en a hasty retreat, inflicting only very light casualties and paying
heavily for them. But to the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry and the 3rd
Battalion, 82nd Atrtillery it was a special victory, a victory exactly two
years and two months overdue - they had been to Kham Duc before.
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Photo Caption: If a "pro - jo" had an eye for things, this is
how it might see the eye of the storm in the 155mm howitzers
of C Battery, 1st Battalion, 82nd Atrtillery. (Photo by PFC

Robert J. Smith)

If a “pro-jo” had an eye for things, this is how it might see the eye of the storm in the 155mm howitzers of C Battery,

Ist Battalion, 82nd Artillery. (Photo by PFC Robert J. Smith)
Page 8 SOUTHERN CROSS



06Nov70 - Southern Cross Vol. 3 No. 40 Page 2

Photo Caption: This eight  -inch gun from Delta Battery, 1st
Battalion, 82nd Atrtillery is silhouetted against the evening

sky after a day of support to division soldiers. (Photo by

SP4 Gerard Pauli n)

This eight-inch gun from Delta Battery, 1st Battalion, 82nd Artillery is silhouetted against the evening
sky after a day of support to division soldiers. (Photo by SP4 Gerard Paulin)

SOUTHERN CROSS November 6, 1970
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Photo Caption: ARVNs Mix Work With Volleyball
LZ HURRICANE - Fire mission! The artillerymen worked as a
team as they bent to their duties and literally leaped into
the battle.

Shot out! The round a rced skyward, only to be driven back
at twice the speed.

Passing the problem around the members of the gun crew,
the location and dispersion of the target was rapidly
calculated and the round once more rammed home.

The cannoneers of the 30th Arty. Bn ., 2nd ARVN Div. and
their counterparts of the Amcal Div.'s 1st Bn., 82nd Arty
were bombarding each other in a friendly game of volleyball
on the American battalion's home sand.

As the battle thickened, and the combatants moved into
"danger close" pro ximity, spectators had to take cover from
the flying sand. Using their entire sandbag of tricks both
crews tested every tactic available.

Starting with zone sweeps to soften up the opposition,
holding their own with defensive targets, showing off with
air bursts from on the net and scoring with Hotel Echo (high
explosive on the deck, each team had its ups and downs.

The exact scores have not yet been given political
clearance but it can be revealed that each team had one win
and one loss.

After th e strenuous but very enjoyable afternoon the gun
bunnies returned to their more routine duties on their fire
base. (Photo by PFC Robert J. Smith)
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American and ARVN forces retake Kham Duc and LZ Kala
Photos by SP5 A.C. Barnett
Photo Captions:

1) Providing cover for the first allied troops assaulting the NVA on
Kala, a Huey bellows its smoke - screen at tree - top level around the LZ.
Lz Kala overlooks Kham Duc, the Special Forces camp overrun tw 0 years
ago by an NVA division.
2) A wave of Hueys speed to their LZ high above the Kham Duc airstrip.
These
ships, part of a combat assault of 50 choppers, inserted more than 400
ARVN infantrymen in only 20 minutes.
3) Leading the attack of all ied forces on the old Special Forces camp of
Kham Duc, these ARVN infantrymen quickly move into the brush around the
perimeter of LZ Kala, the most prominent observation post above the
camp's airstrip. More than 400 men of the 1st Battalion, 6th Regiment,
2nd ARVN Division, were inserted. Vietnamese and American airstrikes
forced the NVA back into triple canopy jungle that surrounds the camp.
4) Model helicopters were among the articles found by the infantrymen in
an enemy cache near the runway a t Kham Duc. The model helicopters were
believed to have been used for instructional purposes by the enemy.
5) Unused ammunition still lies scattered about the runway at Kham Duc
after ~ American elements evacuated the Special Forces camp in 1968.
6) Just seconds from LZ Kala this CH - 47 veers off under intense enemy
fire. Moments later airstrikes made it possible for the chopper to return
and lower the 105mm howitzer and 40 ARVN artillerymen safely to the
hilltop. LZ Kala was the first allied target i n the recent recapture of
Kham Duc Special Forces camp.

7) (Soldier is planting an American flag at LZ Kala/Kham Duc.) A

cannoneer raised the first American flag in this old Special Forces camp

since it was overrun by an NVA division two years ago. Serg eant Michael
A. Ruibal Jr., Bellflower, Calif., was given the flag by his father when

he learned his son was going to Vietnam ten months ago. "We had a big

flag at our basecamp and | wanted to keep mine in perfect condition for

the day when | go home, so | kept it wrapped up with my personal things,"

he said. "But when we were sent out here and there was no flag | felt

the time [and] had come for me to put up my own." Sergeant Ruibal is a

member of A Battery, 1st Battalion, 82nd Atrtillery, which was one of the
first American units inserted into the recent battle that recaptured Kham

Duc.
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A cannoneer raised the first American flag in this old Special Forces camp since it was
overrun by an NVA division two years ago. Sergeant Michael A. Ruibal Jr., Bellflower,
Calif., was given the flag by his father when he learned his son was going to Vietnam ten
months ago. “We had a big flag at our basecamp and I wanted to keep mine in perfect
condition for the day when I go home, so I kept it wrapped up with my personal things,”
he said. “But when we were sent out here and there was no flag I felt the time and had
come for me to put up my own.” Sergeant Ruibal is a member of A Battery, lst
Battalion, 82nd Artillery, which was one of the first American units inserted into the
recent battle that recaptured Kham Duc.
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Division Recap
Light action nets 53

By SP4 Steven Elschlager

CHU LAI (23rd Inf. Div. 10) - Action in the 23rd Infantry
Division area of operation was light last week with 53 enemy
kills, several caches uncovered and over 60 enemy structures
destroyed.

GENEVA PARK

The "Regulars" of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry,
confiscat ed several enemy weapons during the week, and
received a large amount of enemy munitions from Vietnamese
civilians southeast of Chu Lai.

Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry, while in a
day laager position, received a large amount of enemy
munit ions from several Viethamese children. The children
turned over five mortar rounds, 90 rounds of rifle and
machine gun ammunition, a hand grenade, an anti - tank weapon,
and a three pound fragmentation device. The "Regulars” blew
the munitions in place.

Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry detained two
Vietnamese southeast of Chu Lai. Neither of the detainees
had identification, and one was carrying a pack and the other
was carrying 100 pounds of rice.

Later Bravo Company found a Viet Cong body that had been
killed by artillery fire. The kill was credited to Delta
Company, 1st Battalion, 82nd Artillery .

While on patrol, Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 6th

Infantry, found an RPG round an empty AK - 47 magazine, one
gallon of gasoline, and two NVA ponchos lying under a tree.
Nearby Alpha Company found two AK - 47 rifles, three hand

grenades and a pistol belt.

The "Professionals” of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry,
killed one Viet Cong and uncovered an enemy base camp during
the week northwest of Chu Lai.

Alpha Company, 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry, found an
enemy base camp which was in the construction stages. The
"Professionals” found 20 carbine rifle rounds, two small
bottles of gasoline, and three bunkers at the camp site. All
of the item s were destroyed, and artillery was processed in
the area.
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1st/82nd Atrtillery

The unit was first organized on June 5, 1917,
when it was activated as Troops A and B, 24th
Cavalry at Fort D. A. Russell in Wyoming.

Within a short time after than, the 1st of the
82nd became a separate unit attached to the 1st
Cavalry.  The battalion saw extensive action
during World War Il, when it again served with the
1st Cavalry Division in the Pacific ca mpaign.

The 1st Battalion, 82nd Atrtillery also played a
key role in Korea, during that conflict, when it
again served as a subordinate unit of the 1st
Cavalry Division.

Arriving in Vietnam on July 24, 1968 the unit
was assigned the mission of providi ng general
support for the 11th and 198th Infantry Brigades
of the Americal Division.

During the 1st Battalion, 82nd Atrtillery's first
year, it compiled one of the finest combat records
ever amassed by a field artillery battalion in the
Republic of Vietn am.
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Up north is where it's all happening

They wake you up one morning and tell you to pack your things and get
ready to move out. They don't tell you where you are going. As you
begin to pa  ck your few possessions, you begin to wonder and as all the
possibilities flood into your mind, you become a little afraid and you
try to quit thinking about it.

You load on trucks and start for Chu Lai. Maybe the division's going
home. but this idea doesn't feel right so you disregard it and continue
searching and probing your mind for a logical answer.

At Chu Lai they assemble you and tell you to wait. For what? No
answer. The rest of your unit begins to arrive, some straight from the
field, o  thers from you unit headquarters and you realize that the whole

unit is going somewhere. "Hey, there's Joe!" "Hey, man, what's
happening?" "Boy, | wish | knew. They just woke me up and told me to..."
Again you load on trucks and this time they take y ou to a dock with

ships and huge stacks of ammunition and building materials and tell you
to get on one of the ships, which is already loaded with tanks and
trucks. Your unit lines up and files aboard and you pass through the
hatches and up the narrow lad ders and through more hatches, so narrow
that you have to remove your pack and hand it through to the man who went
before you. And finally you are on the upper deck and back in the fresh
air.
And the ship sails and they finally tell you that you are go ing to
Quang Tri Province near the DMZ and Laos. You eat and sleep in the cold,
wet, uneven steel deck and you think and it scares you, so you turn to
cleaning your rifle and rapping with the other guys, who are scared too.
The ship docks and the truck s are there again and you file aboard.
You wait as the trucks are there again and you file aboard. You wait as
the tanks and trucks line up and at last you move. The concrete blocks
beside the road tell you its QL1 and some of the fear passes. QL1 -- you
have moved on this road before - many times before.
The sun beats down and your naked arms and face feel the heat and you
turn away and roll down your sleeves. You try to slump in the truck to
avoid the exhaust fumes from the truck and the other vehicle s, but you
know you have to see the land and the people as they pass by you. They
look the same, but ....somehow different. Something feels different and
fear begins to creep back.
Your mind begins to grow numb from looking through the fumes and the
bright sunlight at the houses and trees and people. And finally as the
brightness of the day turns to the gray of night, the trucks stop and you

file off and they tell you to find a place to sleep --- "but stay together,
we'll be leaving early tomorrow."
You blew your air - mattress up and pull your poncho liner up over your

head and try to sleep. The huddle of bodies makes you feel secure and
you sleep.

Again they wake you up and you sit up on your air mattress and look
around. You arent scared anymo re, maybe you're still asleep, and
besides everything feels good in the morning except getting up in the
cool, damp dawn. But something is the same after all. Maybe it's the
earth. Maybe it's your buddies. But you aren't scared anymore.

(Cont inued)



Up north is where it's all happening

Photos by
Major R. D. Bailey
Story by
1Lt. James Jordan

1) Captain David M. Gusman of Pleasant Ridge, Mich, artillery

liaison officer with the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry,
demonstrates the proper procedure for  washing clothes in

an ammunition can near Lang Vei in Quang Tri Province.

2) Specialist 4 Michael Klarman of Copiague, N.Y., 1st
Squadron, 1st Cavalry, concentrates while Captain Steven May

of Louisville, grimaces as he receives a battlefield haircut
at Lang Vei. May recently returned from a two week leave and

his honeymoon.

3) An Americal trooper from Battery A, 1st Battalion, 82nd
Artillery, takes  a break in the shade of 155mm rounds to

read a recent newspaper. The rounds a re earmarked for targets
in support of Viethamese operations in Laos.
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An Americal t‘rooper from Battery A, 1st Battalion, 82nd Artillery, takes a break i ih ha f 1 .
targets in support of Victnamese operations in'Laos, Ty in the shade of 155mm rounds to read a recent newspaper. The rounds are earmaed for

4) There is nothing better short of being there than mail

from home. Private First Class Paul Cassidy of Philadelphia,
a member of the 4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry eagerly tears
intoa letter during a free moment.

5) Major General James L. Baldwin, 23rd Infantry Division

commander, visits the forward Tactical Operations Center
of the 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry, at Lang Vei on the Laotian
border. Accompanying Major General Baldwin is Lieutenant

Colonel Gene L. Breeding, 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry
commander, and Captain James T. Baird, aide - de- camp.



6) The crew of a 155mm Howitzer prepares to fire in support
of operations from FSB Vandergrift in Quang Tri Province.
These men are part of Battery A, 1st Battalion, 82nd

Atrtillery.
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from FSB VAndergriff in Quang Tri Province. These men are a part of Battery A, 1st Battalion, 82nd

The crew of a 155mm Howitzer prepares to fire in support of
Artillery.
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196th kills 14

By Sp/4 Richard Kerr

DA NANG, (196th Inf. Bde. 10) -~ In light action this week the
"Chargers" of the 196th Infantry Brigade kil led 14 enemy soldiers.

While on patrol southwest of Da Nang early this week, A Troop, 1st
Squadron, 1st Cavalry, engaged three VC soldiers with small arms fire.
As a result one enemy soldier was killed as the other evaded. Delta
Company, 3rd Battalion , 21st Infantry, while serving as a blocking force
for the cav., captured the evading VC. Two Viethamese females were also
detained by A Troop. The detainees were extracted to Da Nang for
guestioning.
Co. D, 3rd Bn., 21st Inf., while on a search and ¢ lear mission this
week, engaged two enemy soldiers with small arms fire. The "Gimlets"
checked the area and detained a wounded Viethamese male. The detainee
was extracted to 91st Evac. for treatment.
Later in the week, Co. C, 3rd Bn., 21st Inf., while in their night
defensive position southwest of Da Nang, observed three enemy soldiers
moving northwest. They engaged the enemy with small arms fire, killing
one as the other evaded.
While in their night defensive position this week, Reconnaissance 3rd
Bn., 21st Inf., engaged two enemy soldiers. The Recon element then sent
out a patrol to check the area, and they found one VC soldier killed and

the other wounded. The wounded VC soldier engaged the patrol with AK -47
fire and a Chicom grenade. The "Gim lets" returned fire, killing the
wounded enemy soldier. Two AK - 47 rifles, five Chicom grenades, four
magazines, two rucksacks and 100 rounds of AK - 47 ammunition were
recovered in the action.

Company B, 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry while working an area west of

Da Nang, observed 10 VC soldiers to their front. The "Professionals”
engaged the enemy with small arms fire, killing six and detaining three.
The detainees were extracted to Da Nang.
While in their night defensive position this week southwest of Da
Nang, a reconnaissance element of 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, engaged
and killed two NVA soldiers. Two AK - 47 rifles and two rucksacks were
captured in the action.
Red Baron 40, an artillery observation helicopter, while on a visual
reconnaissan ce mission this week observed two enemy soldiers and several
enemy structures. The small aircraft processed artillery on the enemy's
position, resulting in two enemy killed by the artillery. The artillery
also destroyed two enemy structures and five bunk ers. The kills were
credited to Battery D, 1st Battalion, 82nd Atrtillery.
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(Southern  Cross  patch) Division  Artillery  Supports

Infantrymen (Artillery insignia) Photo Captions -
(1) Forward o bserve calls in coordinates... (3rd Bn., 16th
Arty.)

(2) FDC computes trajectory...(523rd Sig. Bn.)
(3) Another 155mm Howitzer is lowered on a remote LZ. (3rd
Bn., 16th Arty)
(178th AHSC Chinook is shown lowering a howitzer behind the
close in shot of a ho witzer sitting on the ground).
(4) Weather data checked .... (523rd Sig. Bn.)
(5) Calculations complete, round is readied (523rd Sig. Bn.)
(Looking down the business end of a large howitzer as the gun
crew set their sights.)
(6) Powerful protection comes i n fours (523rd Sig. Bn)
(view of soldiers standing at the rear of a quad .50. One
man has "TOP CAT"  on his helmet. Another has "SHAC" on his
helmet. The land to their front looks pretty desolate with
mountains in the horizon.)

Division Atrtillery, com manded by COL Lawrence M. Jones,
Jr., has fired more than two million rounds in support of the
Americal's combat operations in the southern | Corps.

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery has administrative
and tactical control of all assigned artillery battalions,
detachments, sections, and platoons in Divarty. Assigned
directly to Divarty are the 3rd Bn., 16th Arty., 3rd Bn.,
18th Arty., and the 1st Bn., 82nd Arty.

Air transportable

The 3rd Bn., 16th Arty. has three air - transportable batteries.
This battalion operates throughout Americal's area of operation
and has simultaneously operated from as many as seven fire bases.
They have performed direct support missions for the 1st Sgdn., 1st
Cav. Their 155mm Howitzers have a range of 14,600 meters and fire
a 193 -pound high explosive projectile, illumination, or
propaganda.

The 3rd of the 18th Arty is an 8 - inch Howitzer and 175mm gun
battalion. Their three batteries give general support to the
entire division area and reinforcing fire for the dir ect support
battalions. Elements of this battalion have given support to
operations outside the division -- Dak To during the Tet offensive
and the Hue - Phu Bai during their liberation.

Both the 8 -inch and 175mm are mounted on track vehicles. A
200- pound projectile can be fired 16,000 meters from the 8 -inch
Howitzer, and a 150 - pound high explosive or white phosphorous
round can be launched over 32,000 meters from the 175mm gun.

(continued)
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Recent Arrivals

The 1st Bn., 82nd Arty., recently arrival from Ft. Lewis,
Wash., became operational on Aug. 9. It is a composite
battalion consisting of three 155mm Howitzer batteries and
one 8 -inch Howitzer battery. It is organized as a standard
general support battalion for an infantry division. Its role
is the same as that of the other two battalions.

Also assigned to Divarty are G Btry.,, 55th Arty.
(Machinegun) and the 251st and 252nd Radar Detachments. The
primary mission of the machinegun battery is to provide
perimeter protection. The radar detachments give counter
mortar protection and information to further bring first
round accuracy on suspected enemy mortar, rocket, or
artillery locations.

The sear chlight Plt. of G Btry., 29th Arty., which is
attached to Divarty provides illumination for all supported
fire bases in the division area.

Important Sections.

Under Headquarters and Headquarters Battery are four
important sections. The Ballistic Met eorological Section
collects weather data for fire adjustment. The Surveillance
Radar Section detects targets moving on the ground up to a
range of 18,000 meters. the Aviation Section gives air
intelligence, and the Communications Section provides the
di vision commander with an alternate division communication
network.

In addition to the units previously mentioned, there are
other direct support artillery units which are organic to
Americal's three brigades: the 6th Bn., 11th Arty, with the
11th Inf. B de; the 3rd Bn., 82nd Arty, with the 196th Inf.
Bde; and the 1st Bn., 14th Arty with the 198th Inf. Bde.



Powerful protection comes in fours

drd. Bn., 16th Arny
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Another 155mm Howitzer is lowered on a remote LZ Aed, Bo.:- T6tB-Arty
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Calculations complete, round is readied 523rd Six. Bo
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'US,' RA

No More
CHU LAl - On July 1, the military service number will
become a collector's item.

The service number will be replaced by the social security
account number for all members of the active armed forces, in
addition to retired and reserve personnel.

New personnel entering the military as of 1 July, for the
first time, will not b e issued service numbers.

The social security account number has no prefix or
suffix. Therefore the familiar terms "US", "RA", "ER," and
"NB" will be of the past.

"It will be important that personnel substitute their
social security account number f or their service number on
any mail going back to the states processed after July 1,"
said SP4 Daniel Plata, a 1st Bn., 82nd Arty. mail clerk.
(Americal 10)
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Photo Caption: Trail Blazer

This 155mm how itzer stands ready to open a few gaps in
enemy forces. The gun is part of the 1st Bn., 82nd Arty.,
located on LZ Liz, 35 miles south of Chu Lai. (Photo by SP4
Lou Pearson, 523rd Sig. Bn.) (Note: armor plating has "HAPPY
TRAILS" and a flower painted on i t.)

Trail Blazer
This 155mm howitzer stands ready to open a few gaps in enemy forces. The gun is part of the

1st Bn., 82nd Arty., located on LZ Liz, 35 miles south of Chu Lai.
(Photo by SP4 Lou Pearson, 523rd Sig. Bn.)
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Proud Men Serving Our
Action

Army

SFC Fenton

M. Edwards

Career Counselor

Spt. Cmd.
Photo C aption: By MSG H.A. Bonesio
(Note Right column cut off when xeroxed.)

Division troops was represented by the "Topkick" of C Co.
26th Engr. Bn., 1SG Alva Cox, while from the same organization
SSG William Singfook and SP4 Charles F. Lewis, HHC , SSG
Wanice Walls, A Co., SP4 Carl F. Kij. D Co, from 1st Cav., S?
John Gildroy, A Trp., SP4 Eugene Jackson, B Trp., SGT William
Wasson, C Trp.

Support Command had MSG Leroy Dix, 23rd Admin Co., SSG
Elbert J. Wilkerson, Hq& Band, SP4 Douglas Stroup, HQ&A ?
723rd Maint. Bn, from the 23rd Sup. & Trans Bn., SFC Frank
Procesll, and MSG John Aro, HHC, MSG Richard Herman and S?
Angel Rivera, A Co., SP5 Fidel S. Babuta and PFC Stephen

Raper, B Co.
Division Atrtillery retains SSG Richard Acre and PFC Sanfo?rd
Cowart , C Btry., PFC William Reener, D Btry., 1 - 14th Anty., P?

Billy Henley and PFC Robert L. McMillian, Btry., PFC Kelley

Snyder, D Btry., 6 - 11th Arty - SFC Alberto S. Zayas, C Btry., 3 -1?

Arty - SGT Victor W. Rafner and PFC Jesse Edmond, HHB, P?
John Holden, B Btr y., 3 -16th Arty; 1SG Conrad F. Lushbaugh and
SGT John Morgan, HHB, MSG John B. Roth, HH&SB, PFC E?
Olsen A Btry., 1 - 82nd ARty.

The 16th Combat Aviation Group keeps SP6 Max Bates, 178th
ASHC, SP4 Oscar M. Bryant, F Trp., 8th Cav., SFC James Wyc?
B Co., 123rd Avn Bn.,SFC William Jackson and PFC William?
Case,D Trp., 1 - 1st Cav.

The 11th Infantry Brigade reenlistees are PFC Timothy Co?
A. Co., PFC Vernon W. Jayne and Pual D. Pruitt, B Co., SP5 Den?
Gildersleeve, PFC Gary Lawrence and PFC Carl E. Parker,
Co., 3 -1st;from4 - 3rd Inf., SP5 James D. Anderson and PFC ?
W. Lark, HHC, PFC Davey Miller, A Co., PFC Dwight Aide?
B Co., PFC Ed C. Colter, C Co., PFC Charles L. Sener and P?

George Mitchell, D Co., SSG Donald May, E Co.; from 1 - 20th Inf.,
PFC Dana R. Young and PFC Daryl L. Elmer. B Co., PFC Rob?
Hernandez, Co. C., PFC Eddie Wilcox, D Co.; from 4 - 21st SP4 Je??

R. Wright, H HC, PFC Norman B. Haldeman, B Co., PFC J?
L. Mitchell, PFC Donald E. Norris, PFC Emmet Anderson, P?
Jerry Jenkins, D Co., PFC Larry Ashley, PFC Jimmy Stewart E?
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Kham Duc operation successful
By PFC Richard Campbell

LZ JUDY (196th INF BDE 10) - Allied forces recently accounted

for 250 NVA killed and disruption of enemy resupply routes in the six and
one - half week operation west of Tam Ky.

"The blend and coordination between division units and the ARVN forces
was excellent and was the key to the success of the operation," said
Lieutenant Colonel Alton H. Coleman, Marina, Calif., comm anding officer
of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, 196th Infantry Brigade.

"Besides kiling 250 of the enemy, our allied forces broke an NVA
resupply network used to transport food and equipment from Laos,"
continued Colonel Coleman.

Allied forces ha d not operated in the Kham Duc are for more than two
years, following the pressured departure of Special Forces troops in May,
1968.

Four days after the division task force arrived this summer, the 5,000
foot runway was repaired to receive Air Force C -123 and C - 130 aircraft
with daily supplies.

One of the most significant results of the operation was the discovery
by Companies B and D, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry, of a main supply route
running West to East, just south of the Kham Duc airstrip.

"This particular trail was not known about at the outset of the
operation," commented Captain James Gardner, Eastchester, N.Y., 2nd Bn.,
1st Inf., operations officer. "It was definitely the main resupply route
the NVA had been using to bring their food, men and equipment into
eastern portions of the First Military Region from the Ho Chi Minh
Trail."

Infantrymen from the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., also uncovered an 18 - bed

convalescent hospital for enemy wounded along with eight large metal
boxes of medical supplies . A .51 caliber machinegun, complete 60mm and
82mm mortar tubes, a light machinegun, an RPG launcher, numerous AK
rifles, ammunition, clothing and bicycles were among the finds.

"The performance of all the personnel connected with the operation was
outstanding," concluded Colonel Coleman, "Efforts by 'dustoff' pilots,
division aviation, support command, the engineers and the Air Force made
it possible to go into the area, find the enemy's caches and base camps
and deny the use of the area. Informati on we gathered there will be
highly instrumental for possible future operations."

- 47



Photo Caption: Artillerymen of Alpha Battery, 1st Battalion,

82nd Atrtillery keep their 155mm howitzer smoking while taking
part in the six week operation at Kham Duc. (Pho to by PFC
n Mumford)

Ro

;A

Artillerymen of Alpha Battery, 1st Battalion, 82nd
Artillery keep their 155mm howitzer smoking while taking

part in the six week operation at Kham Duc.
(Photo by PFC Ron Mumford)
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Two LZs Stop NVA Sapper Attack

CHU LAl - Two early morning attacks by NVA forces on
division fire bases w ere repulsed in a day of heavy contact,
with 55 NVA and seven VC killed, and the bodies of 15 enemy
soldiers found later in the day.

Hard - pressed infantrymen, along with artillery elements
beat off a strong enemy assault on LZ East, 11 miles west of
Tam Ky.

The men from the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf., and the 3rd Bn., 82nd
Arty., aided by Army gunships and Air Force "Spooky" and
"Shadow" aircraft stopped a company size force that attacked
their position behind a heavy RPG barrage.

"They were everywhere. A t least 50 of them, all over the
place," said SGT John Berrilli (Lawrence, Mass.), a perimeter
guard at the time of the attack.

The enemy employed satchel charges, RPGs, and a
flamethrower in their assault, moving under a cover of heavy
machinegun fire.

SP4 James Kahele (Honolulu) and SP4 Frank Ware (San
Francisco) were in one bunker when the explosion of a satchel
charge damaged their position.

After the smoke cleared they noticed that the adjacent
bunker had also been hit and overrun.

"That b unker was equipped with a .50 cal. machinegun which
| knew we had to get working because of the heavy firepower
it could put out,” said Kahele.

Stymied Escape

Ware and Kahele moved from their position, fought their
way into the overrun bunker, got th e machinegun working, and
effectively blocked the NVA's escape route through a hole in
the wire.

The only officer on the LZ was wounded early in the attack
and SSG William Cruse (Live Oak, Fla.), the acting platoon
leader, quickly took over to direct th e defense of the fire
base.

Cruse moved around the perimeter throughout the 45 minute
attack coordinating friendly fire, calling for dustoffs, and
directing the aircraft and choppers.

Awarded Medal

For his actions during the night. Cruse was pres ented the
Silver Star for gallantry by COL Thomas H. Tackaberry
(Fairfax, Va.), brigade commander.

Later, the platoon swept the area and discovered the
bodies of 27 NVA on the wire.

In other action at LZ Liz, a small knoll in the lowlands



five miles northwest of Duc Pho, a four hour firefight
resulted in 14 NVA killed and one detained.

An estimated NVA platoon began the battle at 2:00 a.m.
with a heavy bombardment from 82mm mortars.

"After the mortar attack there was a lull for about two
hours," commented SGT John Ghorpe (Novi, Mich.), "and then,
all of a sudden, three RPG rounds came in hitting a bunker on
the southeast slope.

(Continued)
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(Continued)
Two LZs Stop NVA Sapper Attack

Bright Sky

"Flares were popped and 20 NVA were spotted crawling
toward us with a .30 cal. machinegun giving them supporting
fire from about 300 meters out," he added.

CPT Dennis Newbury (Youngstown, Ohio), CO of B Co., 1st
Bn., 20th Inf. said, " The NVA had gotten pretty far up the
slope without any resistance until they fired those RPGs at
one of our bunkers. Then we started returning fire.

"l took an element down to recapture the bunker where my
wounded from the first incoming rounds had pul led back to.
We Kkilled three NVA trying to escape from the bunker,"
recalled the infantry officer.

Throw A Curve

Further along the slope the NVA had succeeded in coming
with grenade throwing range of the four gunpit crews of C
Btry., 1st Bn., 82nd A rty.

CPT Gerald Dixon (Provo, Utah), the battery CO, said, "Two
grenades actually breached the perimeter and they were
throwing satchel charges into the hootches when SGT John La
Favor (Hilo, Hawaii) and myself came around the corner of a
building and s aw them"

Americal ground trooper killed NVA soldiers while the
artillerymen got six. (Americal 10)



Proudly Serving Our
Action
Army
SGM Paul K.
Shaffer
Reenlistment
Supervisor
Amcal Div.

Photo above

By MSG H. A. Bonesio

AMERICAL Division career counselors reenlisted 46
soldiers
during a one - week period. Thirty -four of these were
in the First Termer cate gory with the majority - choosing
guaranteed reenlist -
ment options. Most of the career personnel chose "choice of
CONUS
station" program.

Division Troops retained SFC Warren B. Pollard and
SSG
Leander Cooper, HHC, Americal;, SP4 Larry C hard, HHT, 1 - 1st
Cav.

Support Command was represented by MSG Willie
Stevens,
HHC, 23rd SGT; SSG Delmas Pautdo, 23rd Admin. Co.; SSG
William
Cutler, D Co., 23rd Med. Bn.; and from the 723rd Maint. Bn.,

SP5

James Sirmans, SP4 John Harrigan, an d PFC Hiram L, Henderson.
Division Atrtillery keeps SFC Wilmot E. Kaufman, Btry. B,

and

SSG Parnell M. Wasnuk, HHB, 1 - 14th Arty; CPL WIllbert C.

Jack -

son, B Btry. 3 -82nd Arty; PFC Dewey W. Gibson, B Btry.

1- 82nd

Arty; PFC Kenneth Blizard, C Btry., 3 - 18th Arty.
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Photo Caption: We have all "pulled" maintenance at one time

or another but for this mechanic of HHS Battery, 1st

Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery it seems to be a question of

who, or what, Is pulling whom. (Photo by PFC Robert J.
Smith) (Gl working in the hood of a deuce and a half has

only his legs and boots sticking straight up. Looks like the

truck is eating him alive. AMCAL -1F82 Star HQ29???7? is
painted on the front of the bumper ).



