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March.
_I';.-rr.lll arud 1-!.‘;1.. i "ﬂr'Prlull whieh -.f.-'-'l--l.r!r':.ll on the seventh

{ombal action lf'.-n.!lj'.-.-:"r'q.!' a eveli r.:M,’l'r?r: in

dav of the enemy’s post-TET offensive and was character
izedd By standofl rocket and mortar attacks of brief dura
P

fion |n.'|.:' u'||',l"-:.|l r]fn-!."r'ﬂ itl i .r.r||r.-."- il ground proies of

frrl-'l'hu.lI |.'|-..I'-:.Il4ra].f||.lr'-._
The offensive dragged into mid-March and, despits

incredaed |-'J'n-uu'."."rr"\.1 {merical forees beat back ever

A QUARTERLY RECAP
OF MAJOR ACTION

enemy altack and lost ne ground while scoring an ooer-

¢ kill matio agarnst NV A and VC units,

TR R F P Ey

IJI".'iI .Fn.'.-n_-“-_-'__' fier W |'Jl'.- i ."l'.'lnjrjlq 1’l|lr“r'r h-'f-’-.rr'
Vay followed the

il Iru.'.-’hrﬂ Il.'-’fl.I LRCTY -'J'ri.ll ey I.’Jrrauu:’arlul J'ﬁr |‘if'\f

another h.:rr.-.'__u of standofl attacks.

.'J-J.".f. of the month

l.l.l---."--rHuFIi:.ll =onet Ty 1"‘.‘."”!_1:1"-!' A

Three division

March and brigades began operating with ARVN units,

By SP5 BILL ELSEN

MARCH
The first and last weeks of March

were characterized by moderate ac-
tion while mid-month brought re-
newed standofl and gr-ruml attacks
on Americal positions and Vietnamese
population centers.

By March 6, A Co.. 1/46, 19%th
Bde. had killed 36 VO in seven davs
and F Trp., 17th Cav., warking with
Popular Foree platoons near the 1/46
northwest of Tam Ky, had begun a
remarkable four-day series of riee
discoveries,

On March 6, F -I.ril. killed five VC
in three incidents and found 7-1/4
tons of rice 16 miles northwest of Tam
Ky. Almost four tons were found in
false graves, false hut foors, and
buried crocks and baskets.

A day later, F Trp. turned up 12-
1/2 tons of rice five miles nearer Tam
Ky, and a Regional Force element
discovered 18-1/2 tons nearby,

In the same spot on March 8, F
Trep. locared 20 tons buried in erocks
and, en March 9, the troopers col-
lected 6-1/2 tons hidden in hedgerows
and huts 10 miles from Tam Ky.

On the battleficld, a sapper attack
was smashed at LZ Hoss, and NVA
regulars were stymied in several places,
Four miles west of Due Pho, C Co,,
421, 11th Bde. killed 15 NYA and
captured two RPG launchers and a
Chicom
firefight.
2

machinegun in a one-day

Two days later, northwest of Tam
I'\'\- nrar the |:-r||:u|..l| rice ind, A 'I.'llr._
Is1 f""qlllll. Ist AV .. Lillr‘ll II- ‘tl: and
blasted 43 bunkers. Southwest of
Tam Ky, B Co,, 3/21, 196th Bde,
found 12 NVA killed by air strikes
near 20 bunkers connected by small
tunnels,

In mid-March,

Chu Lai on the Armed Foroes Vietnam

1.r|1'\ e come o

Network™s Channel 13; " Aero Scout™
Hlj]’l‘-llllﬂl of I:|!|r |_"i-1| 'l.\ . Hll. teamed
with radar units and a 1/6 Inf. ground
observer to pin-point and destroy
rocket launch sites near Chu Lai
shortly alter an attack: a Ranger tleam
of G Co,, T5th Inf. killed five AYA on a
whirlwind mission lasting 17 minates

rl'tITll inserion (o extraction: J"'ujl 'IIH'

kwory

316 Artv.; firing day and might,
helped repel a furious NV A assault on
the Tien Phuoe Special Forees camp.

March 1522 brought the month’s
heaviest action as 224 NYA and 119
VC were Lilled in a six-day period.
Three miles north of Due Pha, C Ca,,
1’1, 11tk Bde. 1ook on an unknown-
sige NV A force and was soon joined by
sister companies A and B; D Co., 1/20,
11th Bde.; E Trp., 1st Cav.; and the
611 Arny.

A dav-long battle near Highway 1
lefi 33 NVA dead and led to capture
of 14 weapons, including an RPG
launcher and two machineguns,

The next day, the full story of the
Tien Phuoe attacks was
when A Co., 3/21, 196th Bde. found

revealed
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bodies of 152 XVA in graves 10-]1/2

11 miles southwest of Tam Ky and
Americal’s Vietnam kill 1otal jravsg i |
the 26,000 mark

On the same day, C Co., 43, 11th
Bde, found graves of 15 VO nine
miles northwest of UDueng Ngal, and
B Trp., 1/1, killed three NVA and
four VU before destroving five tons of
rice 5-1/2 miles west of Tam Ky

The third week and fourth weekend
in March ]'truupllr renewed standofl
LZ Broneo, 11th

Bile |1|-.1_||||u_1rlr':- was shelled seven

J;llll{ |.:r|1|||||] atiacks.
times in 72 hoors, and the rocket
count rose al Amencal hl'.li‘lillullh"f'\l.

In the feld, 32 NVA were killed
March 19, a dav on which more than
M) incidents of enemy activity were
reported overnmight. Eight ANVA sap-
jrors died, and one was luillhfl'd al
LZ West as the 431 Inf. ruined 10
hours of NVA planning for the attack

”||' 5/ 4h [1|.I'. and twao Hr;;l.lf.!r
Force units staved to secure the area
as the 26th Engr. Bo. rebuilt damag-

ed structures and added new ones,

APRIL

A relatively quirct muonih, '||.|~r||
AW the dmly body count fQuriuats

ViEry I.IITJ"I. AR eOEIMY Wmils T'l"lr'l'.l1f'i1

e ngledecine

ih‘

-

)
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JULY, 199

Mo

to mountainous cover and only  oc-
'|.1'||Iurri| ol o start
Fewer NVA were killed

during April than had died in one

castonally

week of action “.Hl h 16-22

D Co., 431, 1'%th Bde. kevonoted
‘l.r:nl action with a large ammo find.
Included were 22 500 AK-47 rounds:
104 B2 men rounds; nine 60mm rounds;
anil three H-40 rounds

cealed in an npeen il full of heavy

All was con-

underbrush.
{ e \|-r|1 2. D Co., 1/52,

Bde, extracted 20 tons of nee from

198th

roofs of B3 of B7 bunkers l!i'-llll:\.i'il It
I1I.|.||"-| northwest of I.HH h‘- in I

Tep.'s rice-hunting grounds

On the same day, € Tep., 1/1,
1.'"‘.‘.'.1 t]l'r L1 "l“‘t il a (Tdlal 1lf
skirmishes with VO on Barrier Island
12 miles north-northwest of Tam Ky,
Waorking with a PF platoon, C Trp.
engaged a large VO foree dug into
dikes and sand dunes and fought
eight hours te kill 16, Ten VO died
there a day earlier,

In five days beginning April 11, 1/]1
units and *Blue Ghost™ F,'ull-lhl.l' of
F Trp., Bth Cav. killed 10 NYA and
7 VC on Barrier lsland. F Trep.
Killed 2B VU that week,

LT \}lh] 12, C Co., 421, 11th Bde..
working 14 miles north-northwest of

Due Pho, located a well-camouflaged




hut contmining 26 pooarlyv-concealed
weapons, including 23 rifles of French,
Chinese, and American make, t1wo
LS. carbines, and an M-60 machine-
gun

Five dave later and 6-1/2 miles
west of Due Pho, C Ca., 3/1. 11th Bde
killed six MVA and took twe S0-cal
machineguns mounted on tripods in
s ured positions

s Americal began its third vear of
operalions in southern | Corps April

Bl

20, action remained s parradie

Ghost” '.,"l“l']lll-'h PR R

17 VO killed in the

irva between

1lul-rli 19.25. and the recon unit of
21, 11th Bde. found 1B NYA Kkilled
by air stnkes 10-1/2 miles north-

pnorthwest of Due Pho ‘L}nrnl 1%

F'wo dave later, I} Co., 2/1, 196th
Bde. found almost 14 tons of ries
buried near a river 19 miles vorth-
west of Tam Ky

5 IJ']- struck again a week later

ed for 30 of

and accounted for 50 of 77 VO killed
in the |/l area between "|.pn| 26 and
Mav ! LT '|.|1r|;] R | . killed 17
YC 1512 miles north-northwest of
Tam Ky, and “Shark™ gunships of
the 174th Aslt. Hel. Co. killed nine

YO two miles southeast of Due Pho.

MAY

BG Edwin L. Powell Jr. replaced
B Howard H. Cooksev as assistant
division commander Mav 1; a 1/6 Inf.
visit to Kv Sanh village marked the
MEIDMCAP: and
Stanley  Goff

eived the [VSI

unit 10,00k
machinegunner SP4
| San Francisen) res
alter singlehandedly routing [ILE)
heavilv-armed NVA regulars 0 a
trench hine

Combar mamtained irs 'qlnn] [racs
until Mav 11 when enemy rocket and
mortar crews joined sappers 1o re-
new violent attacks on Americal posi-

tions and Vietnamese

{-4-!-||.|,|I|n||

IThe 24 NV A Dhiv. resurfaced

west of Tam Kv to harass the city

crnlers

and west of Quang Ngai. and VI
units prew considerably bolder 1han
In previous mirek s

The enemy reawakening cost him
189 XVA and 205 VC killed and 109
weapons, Il ecrew-served, captured
11-17
\Fllll-llkl' calm again set-

between May Almost  im-
mediately
tled over battle areas

On Mav 8B, 350 refugees began the
hir=i ||-'-_' of 3 two-day journey Lo ]En P
Due Valley 35 miles west of Tam Kv,
their home until savags terrorisl
raids forced them out four years ago

Some 2700 refugees had returned
I le'p Due i carly May, and 5700
wiere 1o follow

During the week of heavy attacks,
artillervmen and engineers fought like
infantrymen to repel ground probes

At LE  Baldy 196th Bde. head-
quarters, the 271 Inf. killed 40 NVA
sappers  and  took 13 individuoal
wWEApOns,

At L7 Snocopy, |/HES Arty. gunners
slammed back an NVA-YC charge
19th Engr. Bn
aevenieen NVA and 23 VO were
killed

At LY Stinson (then Buill), the 152
Inf,, 198th Bde. killed 27 Y sapipers
and on bloody Nui Yon hill south of
Tam Kv. the 321 Inf. 1%k Bde
and 1/l elements recaptured the peak
Fifty-three NVA were found dead

with IHI!- from C Co

there.,

Just as before, an unecasy quiet
settled over the Americal arca after
Even Ho Chi
Minh's hirthday passed on May 19

the hectic week

with mno .1Fl||n'| |¢I||r' g ,4].|.I!|.-||u of
rmemy aclivily
“.I'\. 31 Irl'nu;:lﬂ 1o amn I'Ill{ over 11

months a: Amencal commander for

M{: Charles M
monies June |, he ||']|r|q|||-h.|'q| O

mand to MG Llovd B. Ramsev and

Gertive In cere-

moved to the P ntagon as [hrector of
Individual Training, DCSPER. u
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VILLAG
OF
HOP

By SP4 JIM BRUCE
186th Inf. Bde

miles northwest of Tam Kv, was hit in a hghtening
Yiet Cong terrorist attack

|.|||I1-. Oiir \ll!l,;_'-r- st |1:||r ||l.|--_ M were w TIATI R
and B6 homes burmed 1o the ground in the violenee that
followe] A Regional Forees (RF) company o Lhe
northern edge of 1he \l”.,'r killed 17 of the attackers

Moo=t of the Vue Son viichmms, many of them women anil
children, sulfocated in the narrow confines of mderground
bunkers as terrorists systematically put two blocks of
thatcheroofed houses to the torcl (Mhers were trapped
in th '!|I1:-\. burning struciures Th survivors, already
opce  refugeed from VC-eontrolled remons. were lefi
homeless

But by mid itternoon, Lhe stol '\.I||.|._'l.‘ ilready hadl

Eun sweeping up the ashes and starting over T

JULY, 19a9

A 1tk Bde, soldier gives a comeernesd mother (ram the
refugee village of e Son a har of sap and sdvice on
how to combal her balv s akin infecte Helivw, the

youngsier rasls & curnous glanee lack at the grenerous (G



a-r-,'.||'.|."i'-1 BT s with rmkes .|.r|-| brooms 1o he ||l clear the

rubible

Civil Affairs personnel of the nearby 2nd Bn., 1st Inf.,
19Gth Inf. Bde. distributed clothing and almost 2,000
Fl-llll'.ll- of riee to victims of the rad Ihe dhistrict gover
ment made money available to begin rebulding

An attack apypears ntly simed at destroving the peopls
resolve and draving them back into VC.oontrolled regions
had only strengthened their determination to stick it out
where they were,

(Jue Son village is a sprawling community of 26,000
licated in the rich AfTl ultural Fl]_]LI| will 1'."“' =an Vallev in
the Central Lowlands lis Fllli-lll..l.l.lllll has almost douliled
in the past fwo years as refugees from the surrcunding

rice lands Bed hghting in NV A and V(

1hru1|.;_'|| the combined efforts of

antrolled regions
the 2/1, the people,
ani their leaders, Lhse Son District and its environs have
steadily extended Government of Vietnam (GVN) con
trolled territory in the disirict, secured new hamlets,
housed and employed thousands of refugees from Viet
Cong rule, improved s hool systems, and set up one of
the best village modical systems In Vietnam

"We don't do
help them help themselves,™

il o F_|..-| I bt we | ..... IT .|__|_r11r|r||:1'-r T

said Battalion Commander

&

MA] Terry E. Rowe, 53 for the 2nd Ba., 1st Inf., proves a

sirong attraction o Que Son youngsters during & visit 1o the

family refugee housing unit Alawr, an Americal

nlelligrnee offwer takes o break to chat i Vietnamese with

PFs whi guard their gv aguinsd efemy erToriam

LTC Sinclair L. Melner (Reno, Nev,). "And of course,
he ki Lo r 1 ilistrict chiel in Lhae San wha s moli
valed to help hiis peaple establish genuine government

control, protection, and support.”™

LTC Melner was refernng 1o District Chief "Dai Us™
(Laptan) Neguven Cong Chinh, who directs the affairs of
his I-ru;-|-' wilh penuine concern

Ihe 2/1 works with CPT Chinh in carrving oul two
Imlsspars L the l1|-|- SO area ]:‘:' first 15 1o wdentidy,
close with, and destrovy any VC or NV A concenimtions
Ihe battalion showed deadly proficiency in that regard
when they ||r-||u-'|-i break the hold of the .:rl-i NYA Dhiv. on
Oue Son Valley. Securing and supporting pacification

projects is a seconid objective.

1.|:| rlfrvl_i.\r ru|‘||l:i|:nﬁun ||r t!\\" B I!Ii-ninll-, :I|'.|I'|.|.I!‘|
inid pacthcation, was hievesd lel-ll.'lfl the close co T
tion of the 2/1 and the Que Son District Regional Forces
and Popular Forces (PFs)

"When we first came mnto the valley more than a vear
agn,” =aid MAJ Terry E. Rowe (Quiney, Calif.), battalion
operations ofheer, “we were }-:n.ru.l:l’]!'u concerned with
.‘rI-'-'!nu- to maneuver anid make contact with the enemy.
Ihe district BRF/PF elements seldom ventured outside
their Nao I ire f..|,. Cand we never enoolrag i them to.,

"But after the major enemy hold was broken,” MAJ

AMERFCAL



Rowe added, "we realized the tremendous apportunity
right here in our own back vard of making the RF/PF
forces more active in pacification and security.”

To achieve that aim, last August the battalion set up a
program of close coordination with the "]'lll" b1 1] I}I-II'I-H.
forces wherehy CPT Chinh's RF/PF platoons were placed
under US, operational control on a rotational basis.
Typically, on any given day the "Legionnaires™ had seven

of eight of the platoons OPCON to its rifle companies in
the held.

LTC Melner feels the RF/PF response has been well
worth the effort. “"Company commanders had the
patience and recognized the long-lerm value in }If'lll'IHI.!
Haese FH'nirlr become more prohcient soldiers,” he said.
"Part of the success was due simply to osmosis—being
with an Amencan unit on a |ulruL in a night |nl~i|lr}ll st
up by Amernicans; they jus couldn’t help but learn. And
most of them were genuinely interested in learning and
working with us.™

One of the best examples of close ties between the
military mission of the 2/1 and its desire 1o help the people
of the district was the highly successful rice denial pro-
gram, Operation Golden Fleece, in which elements of the
19%6th Bde. last autumn set oul to deny VO and NVA units
the grain from rice-rich Que Son Valley.

Fhrough cooperation with CPT Chinh and his people,
the “Legionnaires™ were able to fulfill their nee denial
assignment  and  also oy ile -‘r1l|-|n'-'1:||rrll to several
hundred refugees and a plentiful food supply to thousands
more. | he 19%th Bde. harvested and captured more than
3000 (M) puun-ln of rice from ENeIY - ontrolled areas,
with the 2/1 accounting for two-thirds of the total,

But the most significant factor in the success of Opera-
tion Golden Fle

sce was the work of the refugees, who
actually did the harvesting.
"The refugees were given the opportunity 1o make a

direct and meaningful contribution to their own support,

[ ]

During a MEDCAP to one of the e Son
hamlets, a 2:1 soldicr carefully examines a
Vietnamese child for signs of disease,

. 4

JULY, 19a9

said then Battalion Commander LTC Robert "Buck™
Nelson (Columbus, Ga.). "They responded very well.”

Om the pacification front, the people of Que Son, district
officials, and “Legionnaires™ Civil Affairs Section are
working together to improve the lives of the village's
mushrooming population. An example of that coopera-
tion was the dedication in |“Lr'|lru..'|.'r'_-' of a 1-family refugee
housing unit and new civilian and military dispensaries.

The housing unit, which provides temporary shelter to
refugee families until they can be allotted land and
build new homes for themselves, was a thriving com-
munity with dozens of playing children and smoking
kitchen fires within a week of its opening. The 1wo
-h-}n'u-.lru'- contain 20 beds for the medical needs of the
village, and additional facilities are under construction.

To insure that quality of medical care for the villagers
1= in keeping with the new quarters, 10 Vietnamese nurses
receive on-the-job training twice a week during MEDCAPs
conducted by the Battalion Surgeon, CPT Kirk Hilliard
{Pheasantville, N.J.).

Both the housing units and the dispensaries were self.
help projects. The battalion 5-5 provided the necessary
building materials, according to Civil Affairs Officer 1LT
Edward R. Suits (Palatine Bridge, N.Y.). but the p-niplr
performed the work.

“The approach we take in these jrrniq'rt-." LT Suits
said, "is for the people of Que Son to do the planning and
building, and for them 1o get the eredit.  But because of
their limited resources, we try to provide technical as-
sistance, fill in gaps within their own channels of supply,
and generally serve as a sort of big brother."”

Resources for refugee aid come from some unlikely
sources—the fire support base trash dump for one.  An
American military facility generates a lot of trazsh: C-
ration cartons and broken ammunition boxes that might
serve as building material or frewood, and vast |rI|r'- of

p.lffugr that could be used to fatten hogs.

e s WP
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LT Suits and CPFT Chinh struck upon an idea benehicial
ta both the base and the people of (e Son. Why not
contract bids [or the trash and garbage pickup 1o someons
mm the '.i“.l;l', guetion Ihl' r-'fu-q'. .:|l|.-|! I,IIJ' the CFALLEA
generated into a relugee fund?

It proved to be an efficient system. In one sweep, L7
Ross got rid of its waste disposal problem, several people
e |'||:'||r||-1.-'-i b 1hr new  sanitalvon '-l'l'lili'_ IIII! I|!1r'
village gained a new source of building matenals, hirewood,
and livestock feed. The winning contract bid of 30,000
piasters put almost $300 o month into the refugee fund.

CPT Chinh and a COI |] o 1!|-I|’|ul rI'FIfl"‘-I""LllILl"'
worked out a svstem earmarking money from the fund for
refugee death benefits and  reconstruction pavments
When t)ﬂq' Son became the largel aof the 1:---?-'1"[':"' ler
rorist raid, there was nearly $1,200 in the fund 1o help the
victims rebuild,

While Que Son represents a pacified area with a relative
Iv secure populace and established community services,
Phu Tho village, halfway between L Ross and L7 Baldy,
f'\rr1:|-|1|I-'- a region al an carlier slage of the pacihcation
eflort.,

In 1965, Phu Thoe was overrun and conirolléd by the
Viet Cong.  Much of the village population fled north and
-II1I1II Lis Ihi' ‘r‘!\ sECunty ul \rlﬂ-' H.I.l .qud ""lir f";Hlll_
Now the people and their 52-year-old village chief, Ngo
Thuong, are making a bid to return and reconstitute
their village,

Phu Tho is one of 26 hamlets in Quang Nam Provinee
targeted for government recontrol this vear, thanks 1o the
initiative of the old chief

Known aflectionately to Americal soldiers who work
with him as "Number Ope YC" |t-||r "il.”.;i.:r 1'!||r'|.|r
IMuong is a short, leathery, brown man with an infectious
grin and persistent  determination. He initiated the
rebirth of his village last summer with Little going for him
other than his desire to g hack

When Thuong approached the 196th's Civil Affairs
Section saying he would like to take his people back 1o
their village, GVIN presence in the area was nonexistent.
Ihe only sector even remotely secure during the davtime
was along the maximum security region of Highway 535
where the 2/1 maintained a rifle company as security for
CONYOYS,

Thuong recruited 45 volunteers from the PF platoons
around Moc Bai, people who previously had lived in the
area and had a vested interest in re-establishing govern-
ment control,  He brought them back to Phu Tho, along
with a 1-:“.1;."!' commilles, CEnsus FH‘11|-]1'. anil p-nli-r‘ inter-
rogators,

"They did a very good job,” LTC Melner said. "The
Phu Tho group was the best PF platoon we ever operated
with. | guess it was having a feel for the area and being
highly motivated to go back. They rooted out several
dueen VO infrastructure from their area, more than we've
ever gotten from a similar place™,

With the VC infrastructure r'\|lu'~-'-|. the seconid |rh.I-¢'
of constructing an outpost and hamlet security began.

[ ]

[ O]

Vietnamese nurses mventory stock of medicmes on
hand at one of twoe (e Son avilian dispensanies.

Demolition men and bulldozer operalors of the 260h I';ugr,
Bn. at 172 Baldy blasted and tore at a low ridge north of
the main hamlet, clearing boulders and plowing up a
12-foot berm to form a trangular fortification

The main hamlet at Phu Tho has doubled and then
tripled in size since construction began, and more people
in Moc Bai plan to move when the village is more secure,
But the exodus is slow, and the VO remain a very real
threat.

“Prior to last fall this was all more or less YC-controlled
aren,” =aid MAJ William ( Simpson (Roanoke, Va.),
MACY advisor to the Que Son District.  “"The outlving
arca is still VC.  In Que Son District, we have 18 H".lg.:r-
and 75 hamlets like this one. Out of that 75, we control
21. Pacification takes time. If we can gel hve or six
more this vear, then we're doing good.”

So far the Phu Tho outpost is about 50 percent com-

nlets closely

pleted. Hesettling of the people from the
adjacent is well under wav, but refugees come back into
an area slowly,

"These things don't happen overnight,” MAJ] Rowe
said, "l don’t think we want them to. We want to be
able to h'f'p what we've gol oul there. When a man
establishes his village headquarters and puts up a Viet-
namese flag, we want to be sure we can secure both him,
the fag, and the people who have reseltled and declared
their allegiance to the GVN.

“In Ihlrll.lu ation, civic action, the economy,” he added,
"by letting these people have jobs and some means to
generate support, we have maie a lot of progress,

"Mavbe il is not specta ular, mavbe it is not dramatic,

but I think it is meaningful.” '
AMERM AL
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PFCs and SP4s had trouble standing
on wo [eel.

"We used water-cooled 30« then,™
Preola recalled. "They don’t even
have them anvmore,”

Preola views changes in the Army
from what he calls "the lifer’s point
of view.” "With so manv college
men, lroops are smarter now,” he
said. "In the old Armv vou were

something if you'd been through
high schoaol.

"With the men today you have to

tell them the "whys' about wha
thev're doing. But it’s a gowd
change —more people  understand

what's going on, As a result the
enlisted man can help out in more
ways than one.”

Men like SFC Herman M. Obs
{Hancock, Mich.) perform their jobs
with characteristic pride and profes-
sionali=m

A mess steward for the 5th Bn.,
d6th Inf., Obst is no ordinary cook
He feeds held troops al 19 seperate

lecations, sometimes treating the men

B hur:n'--ﬁ Er i ahlkul:lh.
A soldier

chicken, we eream, and fresh water-

stuffing himsell with
melon on desalate Batangan Peninsu.
la can thank Obst for the ‘1"""1-1|
catering service.

The true |-l'-rl'-r'--|.--u.|.|. soliier does
not sit back and let the Army grow
around him. By continually upadat-
ing his knowledge, the NC(O can pass
on valuable information to his men.

SFC Charles T. Sizemore, a PSG
with ) Co., &th Bn., 3rd Inf,, came
back to YVietnam for a second tour

"For the man with stripes, being a
soldier becomes a job,” he said.
"The more stripes, the more respon.
sibility. You become more efficient,
and suddenly it"s a way of life.”

After thirteen vears in the service,
Sizemaore is applving for a direet com-
mission becayse he feels he can jrut
his kll-mli'-{;:i' te ol use leading
lllH:Fl-i

It 1% said of a sergeant that it takes
three cups of rotten colfee to melt the

L.'--!-r-f;_' of his heart

But the NCO acts tough for a
reason. He is the one responsible
fur getting the julr dlivnie.

The man in charge of big blasts on
the ememy ot the 4th Bn., 3rd Inf.,
SFC Pedraza Rodrigquez (Hio Piedras,
Puerto Rico) is, as he puts it, “respon-
sibile for defending 360 degrees.”

Hmlnlguf'r thinks an NC(Os job
here is desper than it appears. Fluent
in Vietnamese, he believes the Gl
must continually study military tac-
tics in relation Lo the people

"t is important for the men to
learn a few phrases of Vietnamese,
even if it"s just "how are vou',” the
13-year veleran stated. Like many
NCOs, Rodriques plans & return trip
to Yietnam.

S5G LC Clayton (Seaside, Calif,),
who has practiced the medical trade in
Europe, Alaska, and now Vietnam,
typifies the sergeant who performs
with determination despite a harsh
FHV PRI,

After treating frosthite in Alaska a1
65 degrees below zero, Clayton volun-
teered for Vietnam and now serves
with the 5th Bn., 46th Inf,

"When something happens to a
man here,” he said, "he i= on the way
We've

saved some men's lives, and that's

to fine medical treatment fast.

about the grealest satisfaction | could
ask for.”

SSG Jim Damico (Closter, N, 1.), a
platoon sergeant with A Co., 5th Bn.,
i6th Inf., arrived in Vietnam a PFC,
and within a yvear earned the right 1o
Only 19, he has

found the responsibility of his stripes

lead a platoon.

a tough challenge
"The sergeants do the dinty work,”

he said. “They run the war in the

fiedd.”

Fellow platoon sergeant Preola, a
thin and griezled man, cracked a
"I"m old
enough to be his father,” he joked.

smile listening to Damico.

Preola continued with a grin, "1 am
a veteran of the 24th, Tth, and 1st
LAy, [“\.jqi:rll.n E -1.|rll‘1! my career
three times as a private—| guess |
Iu-! never Il".l”'l-l"ll.l1

Ihe srrgeant ]l-|l|'ur'1! anid looked
around the desalate L7 surrounding

him, "1 goess to me it's a job, not a

=
War. '

AMENICAL
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muilst the endless nce .i-|-i-ijl 4 and scatlenng ol stnall
A villages and hamlet= in the Amencal AD rest three
cities that display a colorful mix of Vietnamese and
Western cultures,

Although not as large and modern as Saigon, the cities
of Quang Ngai, Tam Ky, and Due Pho are the religious
and commercial hubs of Uuang \;.: i and Luang I'in
Provinces,

I hl' |.|r.'- al
has been described as a city to see, hear, and smell.

There is the

colorful wares from the great central market !'|-I-- " Ina

urhban area in 1hr' Nimerid -I| 'U "‘. ‘th AN \J.'-Il
con=tant -i:r| il mer .'!I.ll.l*- Il.lu Lll'.'..' '.|.| ir
typical urban scene, children run and skip to school, and

Ihe smell of freshly

|'_..||,-_i|'| hish and punge nt odor of nuoe mam wall Irom

}ll'.|11|| bustle alwiut their business

|I||\||1| || r||.|l1-.i I=

Most ol Uuang \:;:.II.I"- l-'-lhll.l building-

feature old
French Colonial ‘T ropical architecture, They contrast
with traditional Vietnamese structures to give the cily a
unique charm

Located 15 miles north of Chu Lai, Tam Ky i= the
It also is

un important Buiddhist center, marketplace lor surround

ydministrative center for Quang Tin Provines

IngE |_|r|||i.|.r|-|'-_ .:|I!|.il harene il & i.ll'|.:1' umversity

The third main urban area, Duc Pho, lies adjacent to
LZ Bronco near the South China Sea. A typical Viet-
namese market village, Duc Pho serves mainly as an
administrative -.||-|.1.|| and farmers market

All three cities reflect Vielnamese, French, and Amer-

ican influence, spicing the Americal scene with a quaint

urban flare ,

A TRIP

Vietnamess walk and nide down busy
sireed in (uang Negai City, Vietnam's
hfith largest city. Helow, cute young
vendor arranges her wares 0 ceodorful

e Pha marketplace

o ey




TO THE CITY

Pictorial Visit To Quang Ngai
Tam Ky, And Duc Pho







In Buddhist temple at Tam Ky

by hoaliin i awe as clders kK

by cathedral holds paper

{lpen-air farmers market

r& Luang Tin Proviner |

A e Ve

Traditional and n sehicles mhie Ly

- lam Kv itnterseciion (lefi)
¥ F



ORUNIS

By SGT DAVID DEVERICK
11th Inf. Bde

. * -‘_J'.':._ :..‘
A & e
[ -‘*I" \ _.-‘ll',' § Ir?':fqi\":
Photos by SP4 STEVE TIPTON

11th inl, Bde

There are 25,000 men in the Americal fighting machine. But the main cog.
the basic combat unit that encounters the most fierce and direct contact with
the enemy. consists of 10 men—the infantry squad.

SGT David Deverick (Riverdale, lll.), a former 11th Inf. Bde. squad and plato-
on leader with D Co., 1st Bn., 20th Inf.. writes of his buddies in the 1st squad.
He tells of young men suddenly matured by the stress of combat. and what
they think of their job, buddy, and themselves. The following story is written
in tribute to infantry squads in all Americal units.

AMERICAL



ne year ago, James Kedwards'
0 only association with the US.
Army consisted of drawing armored
personnel carriers as a draftsman for
a firm that manufactures the tracked
vehicles in his home state of Califor-
nia.

Today, SGT Kedwards is an infan-
try squad leader with the 11th Inf.
Bide.

A 2l-year-old.product of the NCO
school at Fl. Benning, Ga., Kedwards
is the backbone of his squad. FEach
squad member has his own function
in keeping the squad moving, work-
ing, and hghting together. The
squad leader insures these jobs are
done,

The modern squad leader does not
have 10 be the hard-nosed, blood and-
guts stereotyped sergeant of World
War 1l movie fame. He gains the
respect of his men by using commen
sense and a soft sell technique.

The young sergeant ran his fingers
through his thick black hair and ex-
plained, "'l could just tell the men
when to move out and who 1o follow.
I try 1o let my men know what's going
on. It's a lot easier to work with
people who feel they have 4 purpose,”

When his men suddenly meet the
enemy, the squad leader reaches the
supreme test of his leadership ability.

In a recent firefight just a few miles
from Due Pho, Kedwards' squad, the
Ist squad, D) Co., 1st Bo., 20th Inf,,
was pinned down by Viet Cong
automatic weapons fire,  Kedwards
had to get his men moving; and he
did.

"Sure they

L2
"

the
sergeant exclaimed as a trace of a

were  scared
semile broke on his suntanned face,
I was scared as hell, too, The guyse
came through and reacted in the way
they had to. We didn’t lose a man in
the squad. We were lucky, but we
worked as a team.”

"First | got the M-79 man pumping
rounds outl 1o keep the bad guys’
heads down until we could find a
target for the sixteens to fire at.

"You have to control these guys
though; they like to fire rounds like
The most M-16
rounds any of my men carry is 45,
There's one guy, we call him "Rose-

they grow on trees,

JULY, 1949

bud.' who carries a case of "Cs" along
with all his amme.™

Being able 1o find his way through
mountains, over rice paddies, and
across coastal plains is of great
importance to the squad leader.

Kedwards can read a map well, and
olten consults the lrla_nli.r-h r.1||;u-d
map he keeps in the pocket of his
sweat-stained jungle trousers,

"Sometimes when we make con-
tact,” Kedwards said, “the men in
my squad are the only ones who know
where an exact enemy position is. |

I can pinpoint the enemy target on
the map, we can really bring smoke
with artillery, gunships, or jets,”
Taking a sketch book from his
trouser pocket, Kedwards began draw-
ing another cartoon for which he has
become famous in his company.  As

™
§
by

N
v,

e
-

Members of the 1st Sqd. D Co., 1st Ba..
20th Inf. sweep scrss & grassy field
(opprosite pagel, Above, PFC James

. Harger (Hochester, Mich.) koeps 3 close
watch on hedgrrow s be walks point.

usual, the cartoon dealt with & man in
I} Co., this time a member of another
platoon who had just shaved an unu-
sually bushy mustache that had rnid-
den his upper lip for the last 11
muniths,

Wratten underneath the caricature
was, "They made me shave my
mustache off, so I'm quitting the
The Gl was to DEROS in
thres woeks,

(ne of Kedwards most common

Army.”

targets for cartoon subject matier
is one of his squad members, PFC
John DeVarso

Affectionately called "Jelly Belly™
because of his portly stature, De-
Varss i# a rifleman. His duties,
however, go much farther than just
toting an M-16.

At times, DeVarso must be the
demalition man for the squad. He
carries necessary explosives 1o hlow
dud artillery and mortar rounds that
create deadly litter around 12 Liz, D
Co's fire hase,

DeVarso doesn™t look like an in-
fanirvman. His glasses generally are
at half mast on his nose, and his babyy-
like cheeks haven't seen a razor lately,
and don’t miss it,

A five-month veteran in Yietnam,

he always s=eems to be looking for. an

elusive piece of equipment he has mis-
placed again. "I"m learning, though,™
he quipped. ™1 only lost an entrench.
ing tool, three grenades, a poncho
liner, and my rifle this week.™

There usually are five riflemen in a
squad, the “book™ calling for three
riflemen and two antomalic weapons
men.  Because of a shertage of men,
there are only three riflemen in SGT
Kedwards" squad, which is broken
mto Iwo leams.

DeVarse is o member of SP4
Donald Cook’s team. Cook is Ked-
wards right arm, reminding people
like DeVarso not to forget their gear.

A former auto
Rosemead, Calif.,, Cook has been in

mechanic  from
Vietnam weight months, longer than
any man in the squad. He was with
the company less than a month when
it ran into a fortified NVA base camp
near the Ha Thanh Civilian Irregular
Defense Group (CITME) camp.

Noticeably nervous, - Cook poffs

¥



away an cagarciles al recorad -|n'1-i.

continuously looking around as if

expecling someone 1o sneak up and
slit his throat

But the voung specublist does not let
caution get the best of him Nhere
are many hme= when caulion s
necessary,” Look noted, his fingers
||]_n Ing with amniclhier cigareile - | ITR L]
also are lots of tmes when caution can
really mess you up

"Sometimes vou get a guy leading
yvou around who 15 =0 cautious and
-JIIH that --.--:».h---j. gels worn oal
ih' e .||-'l o | twawry '1'. lI|l| !h.|1.-
when they stop paying attention.”

Cook's interests are clearly drawn
on his helmet camouflage cover His
fancee's name, Margo, s written in
huge letters Ihe word “"Chevy 11"
.1|~-l decorates his b 1:r|l'1 I.tli:l Ean-
na lake the Comodibed production

class at the drage with that car,” he
sad with assurance

Cook’s team includes one more
!4"ii||'.|.|| ”i 15 Lhs Frian h||l.!l the
Tanlast .1_1-|-1'I!I".-. "']”i _|--h!: ”“-HI
bud”™ Rosebrook, [ormerly an in-
-I;-i- lisr 4l a4 waler pump lactory n
hizs home town of Columbus, (hio

"T'm a big eater,” the blonde

haired, rosyv-cheeked rfleman shvly
admitted

Rosebrook is far from shy when il
“"Charlie.” He

walks point more than any other man

comes o hghting

in the squad and doesn™t have to be
told twice to do anything.

‘h‘ }lr.ll |l*L‘ “i .l!”'ll] }l]"' "IE||.||I Ir.l
der, ""Rosebud™
"SGT Kedwards is a good man. He

ke e the 'FIII.I-j Ill|._'l'1hlI I

smiled and said,

1 }l" "_'l.'a -
over here are much closer than they

were wilth e p|- bark 1n the States.

One man’s problemnis are every squ il
members problems.

"We always try to watch out for
ecach other “.- Lrlnu I:|||- |!lr'~1 wWay
Liv I I.i.- i ot ol I:|||n 4-|.|- iR Lo wali h
outl for the other puy as well as vour

self. One man can’t win the war: it

takes a team effort.”
Soldiers like Rosebrook with their

LCe-rabions make a pack mule k like

A pKer aome inlanirymen even
carry lape recorders strapped 1o their
pack or stuffed inside it

S Steven Reynolds, the other

0

team leader in the st L il '|||:r||.-.
along with a collection of books that
could stock a library

\ native of “u w 1ork ( iy, H""I.'
niolds was chosen to attend le |-!1'r*!II|I
school at the Combat Center in Chu
l.|.| fuisl three months after arr Ing in
country. The Lo twor gr piduates of the
school automatically are promoted 1o
1h|'ri!.

sergeant Revoolds came in

If there is one man who can boost
squad morale, il i Revnolds I
bud™ tells of one time when “"Rusty™
Reynolds lifted the whole platoon’s
Epirils
. "It was Chnstmas i Ve, and we had

been cutting our way through some

of the thickest brush 1've ever seen

Just before dark we hit the top of the
hill and cut out an L£ as darkness set
in

"The brush was so thick that we
had to cut out places to -|r'f'|'. I

=|.-|.[ with a tres Blump i Lhe '||::||-”i'
of my back. But bfnally morming
came .|r|~l Il was i hi:|-1r||1- ||,||,_"

"It's bad enough being awav from
home at Chnstmas, especially in
Vietn im, .|r|l! I'li' sifualion we were
in  made
Rusty was Tull of cheer

Hl .||.|.-'l 1.1;\-'“ A can ol -]|._nu|;_:

cream we had received the night

things even worse. But

before in a sundry pack and spraved
i ";.lilr.J | r.|||- !l-'.”:i v F||- | ETR & .|1||1
a "Merry Christmas® on the back of a

"After this, he really went wild,
H'-- kir iy all the trees .|.|1-| t"ll‘-hl"-
arcund ham in shaving cream F'.'I-- Vs
baody gol oul thetr IH-—T.JI'I:'.|1|-- .|1:||
took pictures. It certainly  made
Christmas= a little brighter.”

Revnolds’
SP4 Heginald "Rat™

rifleman in Revnolds® team.

conslant COIT pBanion,

\-]-'-".. = A
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SGT Jrullﬂ- knlnarﬂ-. the \-]II.IPI leader, rautiously checks out the ruins of a
church north of Due Pho (lefi)

Abaove, ot & signal from Kedwards, ithe st

firr tram hustles forward from its concealed permatpeen

In eivilian life a student at Northern
Asplet’s nick-

name fits his rodent-like appearance

Michigan University,

"1 don't mind being called Rat,” he
"1I've been called that for

1 told the EUuys in the

explained
a long time
siquad that | was nicknamed Hat in
college.™

During his six mooths with the
squad, Asplet has carried a radio for
ll!ll‘ 1!!.H|ul1l |.l".|.iil'l'. ”1. Hnln'rl ‘1.[\-
well of Trov, New York

Lugging a PRC-25 i= no mean job
The radio weighs 24] pounds with
battery, but most radio telephone
operators (RTO) carry at least one
extra battery and a speaker box to
make it easier for their leader 10 hear
the r.llhll at a distance

“1 bring along more stufl than the
average guyv oul hl re, i J.:1I""." “-l'.

1 read

a lot, so | alwavs have a bunch ol

a Detroit native, exclaimed.

JULY, 19a?

rucksack, IE“IIL‘
with 45 M-16 Mmagarines

"1 usually bring along an entrench.

paperbacks in oy

W |_||1|||.. Linin |_|:|||'I1' alew guvs 1.'|_-|h|||

bother 1o carry them when | first
came 1o the ompany, but alter a lew
mortar rounds dame inte an NDP
(night defensive position) and they
trieed to cram themselves into a steel
pot, they decided it might not he a
bad ides to carry one.”

Like evervone else in the sayuail,
Asplet walks paint No one i= per
manent |luIIII man, just as no !-|,1|.ull|
or squad is alwavs on point.  Bul
sofme men have a knack for walking
point and would just as soon do it
I1|.1'FI1--']'\.1'- as have a jrrr |..-||a.r fran
hit a bhooly lr.iFr atd wound several
e

‘l-||||'| often volunteers to be lead
TTUAEL, .llll! |||u'- ill- _|ll|" I\-'\-r'” 1.““

iu'hpm tacled nfleman does not L Ll

cially like the point, but as he sad,
"I don't like to follow some clown
who's going to go through Cambodia
o get o the South China Sea.”

The 15t squad has only one grena
dier—SP4 White, a hefiy
sawmill worker from Happy Camp,
Calif. A normal load of 60 M.79
Lis White's

rucksack around his waist and over his

James

rounds  are  strapped
shouliders

“I like the grenade launches,™ the
hefty specialist said, " Whenever we
are fired at, I'm usually the hrst one
to fire back.,

"*There are a lot of guys who want
to carry the 79, One thing, it saves
a guy from walking poinl.

"The weapon has its disadvantages
Lins When vou get up in the moun
lains .|r|-|! i |!|I'. &E Ore than a lew
feet through thick brush, the M-79
isn't worth much since the round has
to go about 17 meters before it be
comes armed,”

When the squad moves out, a
grepadier s usually near front and
rear. Like the machinegunner, the
grenadier s surrounded by riflemen
lor protection

If the squad leader suspects " Char-
lie” mavy be waiting i ambush, he
calls on White to fire a few rounds
ahead, causing the enemy 1o lee or Lo
-E|T|||.|_' an -'.p!i'\. .|1I|||I1-||.

The remaining man in the lst
squad is SP4 David Fletcher, a
ritleman n EI!"-I:IIIIl'I'-. learm A M)
vear-old father of four from Lansing.
Mich., Fletcher previously served a
forir-viear hulh i the \.:n.\. as an
avialiosn |---.|1-n.1|!|l- mate.,

The squad members have a great
deal of respect for Fleicher. “"He
ien't afraid of anvthing out there,”
bl ‘ihl'\-ll'l clamed. “Even afier he
wis severly wounded, he was anxious
o ged back out to the held and hght.™

As the dawn |I_"h1 EIT-.1L- r!lr"'iI.L'h
the hazy sky, SGT Kedwards" squad
mans a night defensive penmeter.

Some men are curled in poncho
liners, using rucksacks as pillows,
while others have inflated air mat-
tresses and sleep peacefully. But a
few matiresses have gone Hat

“u' “‘II.I'I |r |-f.- indd team |--I'|"F
begin rolling men out of the rack

21



AMier the
Clavmore mines, it 1= time for the
A few

men heat hot lil'lll-l..|.1l' fiv WaArin up.

sd|uiad gathers up the

hirst Co-ration meal of the davy

Kedwards 15 called to the |-|.|1lll-|'|
CF (command post) and informed of
the dav's He learns time
to be [ollowed,

I1111' il pmsson, and what |--Hjlllrll the

achivilies

ol -|- ||_||'fur| _ roale

platoon will take up in the order o
muarch

HI.I'- |r.|'l'1l1||.||r MAOTrning, Ihl tirsl
|~|.1I-Hll| u.||| tl"' I|:| F-IIHH Ll].lflnlr:. .Hni
khedwards’ take

Hl'\.unl-l-t leam s .IFl‘lu-lIFI|I'l|

squad  will proint
Hl'l:.lllI
‘i-p]rl I= Lnunlru.u; “H' area o IH'
covered crosses an expanse of rce
paddies, with intermittent tree lines
hiding possible encmy soldiers.
|'\-r'nnr|- 1= peady Lo g, -\-r||r
DeVarso; he forgot 1o pick up his
LAW (light anti-tank weapon). He
hnally str s it onn hes rucksac L._ .|I:|||
.-"“I“ 1-']'.”

the commani

starl the dav's trek

I& given 1o

Hat advances slowly and carefully
because he knows if the
t"'l'tn
planted along

from the NDP

As the |l|.|1l-1-Jl moves out in a col

EREmy 1
arviand, traps may well be

!;.||.-.|i:|]| exXil  roules

umn, the Gls are remunded to -I-rr,j.i
K wil-

wards wants none of his men closer

il [II. Fi'e ||_|..i.||_.-,I

opmen

than 15 meters

The infantry squad’s vital com
munirations link, the RTO, lugs a
2hepound PRC-25 and siseabile

boadd of sevcessories on his back,

When the

acrioss a '.IH|.-|_'r'_ 1|!|-|' i

Amencal umt runs
=1 il ihe Cim-
[y forms a cordon arcund the vl
lage as the 18t squad closes to search
for weapons, ammo, or [ood caches,
I'he area 18 searched and evervihing
i in order, but one voung child seems
sick.
look al the voung=Ller

The platoon proceeds until noon,

when the men find a shady spot, set

kedwards calls for a medic to

up a perimeter, and settle down for
more C-rations
After chow, Fletcher removes bools

Foot

COmmaon

and socks and airs his feet
|-rn|:||+-tr:- are one of the
health bazards to the infantryman
“Rat" catches up on his sun and
reading.  Team leader Cook sits down

to write a letter to “..I.l:_'u. while
"Rosebud®™ has his shirt off and tries
o gel more sun.

DeVarso struggles to reorganize his
pack, and Kedwards is busy ribbing

him as he

draws another cartoon

“Jelly Belly."
kidding DeVarso

sleeps through everything

featuring Kevnolds

also = White

Again the command to move out is
||.1'.|r-|. and the men relu tantlv slrug-
gle to their feet to head for a village
where [} Co. recently received sniper
hire

llu.lpi---ulh'-i. they find the village
ilesipted Ihes

almaost u..nh--{ 1]

’
d |
1 .'r";:.

discover evidence of VC in the village,
bt the only sign of the enemy is the
stiididen absenee of i:n-rllr

Ihe lst squad finally leaves the
'H".l'.:- iy sl upr an NDF and acce]l
resupply

Smoke 18 popped and the Huey
supply chopper lands, bnnging hot
food, mail, C-rations, beer and soda,
and other incidentals,

Some nights Kedwards takes his
men on ambush patrols, so the squaid
loses precious sleep. But men are

compensated in other wavs, like
staying with the command post the
next day instead of patrolling

Finally, Kedwards has a chance to
read his mail and take a break from
duties. He huddles under a poncho
liner and poncho and, with a flashlight,
trvs to read a letter feom home

As he hinishes, his mind slips back
b !H- ||-h i '%h'th.lrh, .|li|| |!|-' 'r\.-rjuir"r-
where he and his men would be if war
had not joined them

What a fellow did before he came
in 'I|||' \rony 1!!!1"-\- sl tmr!u-r any I-rl.
the squad members, They stay 1o

gether because they want 1o go home.

Manv will never see each other
again after they leave here. They
may forget their company com

mander’s name, but they never will

forget their buddies in the Ist squad

AMERICAL



Saldiers from the 260h Engr. Bn. keep
sharp kokout for larking VO snipers as
their combat engineer vehicle gouges a
roaad through rugged mountain terrain,

They Make
The Going
Great

By SGT HERB HARTLEY o3\

I

B gadomay

o bridges support heavy artillery picces vital to the
N infantryman. No roads carry the ever-imporiant
convoys. No landing zones or air strips.

This disastierous situation would exist in the division
area if not for a broad-shouldered, hard-working lot known
as commbat engineers.,

Under the command of LTC Donald R. Swygert
(Carlisle, Pa), the 26th Cmbt. Engr. B, increases combat
effectiveness of Americal troops through construction,
impeding the encmy by destroving his facilities, and
fighting as infantry, if necessary.,

"*To say our battalion stavs busy is an understatement,”
said CSM John R. Spehar (Kenosha, Wis.). “Duing the
job right the first time doesn’t necessarily mean it will be
the last, What "Charlie’
satchel I‘h.lﬂ.t'l""i will be damaged by weather or heavy use.”

doesn’t bruise with mines amd

A couple of months ago we reconstructed the Binh
Son Bridge on Highway 1 for the fourth time,” LTC
Swygert stated,

“It was a cooperative effort. Co, E constructed a tem.
porary 260-foot floating bridge to carry trafhe, while the
3nh Engr. Bo, removed Bailey bridging used to close
gaps created by VO sapper squaids.”

Division engineers work with men of the 19th and 3%h
Fngr. Bns. of the 18th Engr. Bde., and %th Marine Engr.
Bn. to keep all-important Highway 1 open.

When it comes to pioneering o road into country thal
has not seen a four-wheel vehicle in years, however, men

JULY, 1989

of the 26th are on their own.

In a typically important mission, engineers were lasked
with opening a roasd across |7 miles of rugged terrain
between Binh Son and the Tra Bong Civilian Ireegular
Diefense Group (C1MG) camp so giant artillery conld move
into po=ilion

The day before the operation began, two airmaobile
bulldozers, four 3/4ton dump trucks, a 1 /4-ton truck, and
a bucket loader were airlifted into the CIDG camp with
men from B Co,

I'he next morming, men and equipment began working
casi, while B, D, and E Cos. cut a path west from Binh
ST

Combat Engineer Vehicles—58ton tanks with dozer
blades and a 165mm demaolition gun—Iled the wav, bhar-
reling over obstacles, hlling in trenches, and blasting
enemy sniper positions with huge guns.

"t took three miserable davs of hard work 1o get those
guns 1o Tra Bong and because of heavy rains, even longer
o get the equipment oul,” Spehar remarked.

B Co. had carned a rest, but that had to wait. A day
and a half later, the engineers were commitied to another
operation occupving them for weeks,

The 260h Engrs. are proud of the motto emblazoned on
their battalion colors: "Way of the Victors,” as they
continue to make the going casier for the Americal team.

Fé ]



Americal Teams With Other Services To

Form

THE MAGNIFICENT FIGHTING MACHINE

rI Yhe Americal battalion ecom-
mander needed air

Fast

One of his COMmpanies was |-|||.r|r'||

support

down by a stubbomlv-entrenched
element. He contacted an
Air Force Forward Air Control (FAC)

pilot circling nearby.

ERemy

Assessing the position of enemy and
friendhlies, the FA( pilot flashed a call
for air strikes to the division Tactical
Air Contral Party (TACE)

I'he Air Foree major in the TACP
T-'I|II-'~11'I{ clearance from the Third
Marine Amphibious Force (111 MAF)
in Da \.LIlL'. and within 30 minutes of
the infantry unit’s eall for he ]!:-I a
Marine Phantom jet from Chu Lai
roared in to blast the enemy prosttion.

Army, Air Force, and Marine units
in the Americal A0 once again had
erunch "Charhie.” [

the beleaguered ground umit had been

i -t1|||||||l'-| 1]

near the cioasl, 'hr' \.I'\-'l. _|E-u H\lrliilj
|-.|-..|- pile |Jl'|| i 'n|'.|'. |anh-':’|||| Funhre
support

Few Armv divisions work as closely
wilh the |-1h1'r REFVICER s |1|||"|- |I:i'
Americal. And the division has the
distinction of being the only Army
division in  Vietnam under direct
Opwer ironal control of .m--rh--r SETYIOE

1 MAF in Da Nang All servires
are represented in 11 MAF

"There 15 more inler-service oo-
invwhere  in
Vietnam,” said MAJ Colin Powell,

Amernical deputy G-3.

O ralionm fiere than

"For exam-
ple, vou will find Marine Avers, guided
by 1'iir !'--r-- I A Lll'ﬂl'.-. -.||--,.--11|r|:
‘l.rr:u ‘.r-u-|-- "

“r'-|-|11' this diversity in personnel,
there is little inter-service nivalry or
harassment. " If an Americal trooper
on the ground relies on Marine
hghters,” MAJ] Powell added, "he
|-'.|r||- liv e ol L ol the ather services .

Vst cuperalive efforts  between

a4

Army, Marnne, and Air Foree ele

Marine
l1i|_|1'.l-|::1 il || f"L.'uil.IHL\. jel= based at
Marine Air Groups 12 and 13 in Chu

I_|:| .'|l, el ol Lhe missions, .||I'1.--'|;,'i'.

ments invaolve air "-"I-Fl|"-r|

Air Foree eraft from as far awav as
?'.‘.Ilj.f-lrl or Lam H.:Il'l “l.'\. .||-ll AEETEY |
division units

After discussing the tactical situa
TR with Americal ..'f--'l‘l'] O
manders, Air Foree FAC pilots guids
the et fighters on target

"FAC planes go out 30 minutes
early to see if the targel area 1s « [ear
and to consult with the infantry
leader,” said Air Foree MAJ] Rabert
RBurnell, assistant air liaison officer at
the Division Tactical Operations Cen
ter (DTONC)

"The pilot may advise the ground
CO on enemy movement,” the major
---||||.r|||--+1. ”u'r sl Ees] b |-ILH E".Il]\.
troops farther from the strike zomns
Overall conteal of the mission, how
ever, remains with the C0O, He can
call off the mission at anv time."

In addition to FAC planes, the Air
Force provides support from CAAT7
"Spooky™ eraft. The
bits the Americal AD nightly, ready

with its potent

”"'-ru--L'." i

miniguns 1o ward off
enemy assaults on fire bases and 7=

The Air Foree also works with an
Army crew in the DT

i artillery shell from  ace

prevent
lentally
meeling Ih-' r1:||.|JIIlI-Irr4 ol mirplaness
the Americal area. The division's
Air Warning Control Center, "Sav-A
Plane,” l.l'r"|-- track of artillery and
aircralt and makes sure they never
eollide

Americal elements also work close
Iy mrh H Talils .'r---|||-| nis lu-'hr'.

thires Combined Action Flatoon
(CAP)Y teams

squad of Marines, a Navy Corpsman,

cach consisting of a

.:III1 5 P-*!' ilar illl" " -::E.11|1n l|!’| =)

operale in the division area from

By SP4 JOHN W, HEATH




A Marine F-AB Phantom jet drops o 500
sund bessb cn VI trenches conesabed In 8

tree line, | ¢ cooperalion between

hmerical ground troops, Marine palots, and
Lir Force FAC pilots keeps

fuh Right, Navy Swilt Boat sailors [

Charlie™ o

Chu Lai search a junk for possible con
traband as part of Operation Market Tin

desighied to interlct Foemy wea iy roules

Uang Neat City to Tam Ky

"The CAP nussion 15 Lo destrov the
VO infrastructure in their hamlet or
'|'|!|.|;." areas, anid o assist o v
wclion projects, like building s«
saidd CPT Jerry Frost, assistant (-3,
J'l s
gives CAP teams sup-

F-||a- ind necessary air and artillery

The division

sl ot Choppers Hly one hot meal
Marines

(Mlening laghly diversib

1 dav 1o ihe
to Americal umits, the Navy provides
Euniire, awill |'- il | itrols, LI

'|I|.||‘.|-'-_ maintenanoe, and constr

i

|h-|-| nding on the

1y e ol mission
anil I wvatlable, the Navv can

SUppiy irfre for ilivision 1[....}.-

mear il wisl [destrovers, rowket
ships, rulsers operate an average
of 25 motith, and fire one to
WO mrssor 1 day, mainly in the 11th

Inf. Bde, area

Small, but fast and

maneuverable,
Swift Boats patrol the coast from
Hoi An to Ouang Niaid City 24 hours
a day "Armeid with thires

1
i

machineguns and an Blmm mortiar,

the Swifts prevent inhliration by sea

and h amper movement ol enemy
‘.r----!-- :r|-| ~|||-;-|:- - :!--:._' L1 AT |.-t;-t_"
explained Navy LT E.A. Flvan, Ol
of the Chu Lai Swift Boat detachment.

Swift Boats often act as a blocking

foree  lor Amencal ground s
preventing b ipped enemy from flew
TiT . i1 ] i the
Peninsula south of Chu Lai, the Navy

or 17

”LI Angan
vessels provide hire support |
Minuteman,

Supply is another task the Navy
prrfmm- for the division Excep

Activity  Detachment (INSADY) =amn

Barpes, |51, and other ships
proninid the clek Lsininid s,
rmnmng Iraom ammumton o '||--'
\“'HJ i
monith

.\il'. -.'.'|| UL -||-!-|-. all services
Americal 12 by far our
largest customer,” said LCDR J.(
Wheeler, NSAD

N |||._-.||_1h| Arimy accounts for about

in the area, the
-||l!;-|n. oflvier "J--r

H5 percent of the business o our
Servinar, whisch sells :':I.'l' LUIFT VT
ems valued under hity dollars, such
i paint and offuee -l||-i-i|~- -

Besides gunfire and -l.'jll.ll'l support,

the Navy coo

m construction and

per s W ith the division
mainienance,
Ihe famous Seabees build and main

un most ulilities used by Amencal

s fufjers il ot ruct lwr'n.!h|l||_'

23



from bunkers to airports,

The Public Works !"-I'mp at NSAD
provides utilities and facilities main-
tenance and common-use land trans-
portation for Chu Lai. Over a
thousand Seabees and Koreans and
Vietnamese civilians  insure  the
smooth flow of 143,000 gallons of
water a day and 3,500 kilowatt hours
of electricity a month.

Like a public works department in
a small city in the States, the Public
Waorks Shop also operates steam,
telephone, sewage, ice, refrigeration,
and trash facilities,

Whereas Seabees at NSAD muain-
tain most Americal facilities, another
Seabee group, Mobile Construction
Rattalion 58 (MCH.58), builds the
equipment that NSAD maintains,

“MCB-58 performs two major tasks
for the Americal: combat and non-
combal construction, and technical
engineering assistance,” said LCDR
Donald Sturmer, operations officer.

Seabees from MCB-58 build roads,
hangars, bunkers, clectrical systems,
fuel storage areas, and other facilities,
For example, the Seabees precut
several large timber bunkers and made
them inte banded kits which the 26th
Engrs. transported and assembled at
division 17s,

In a recent project, the naval
engineers rebuilt half a million square
feet of runway and apron at Due Pho
airstrip.

Operation Russell Beach and Bold
Mariner offer & classic example of

Americal, Navy, Marine, and Air Force
units working together to rout the
enemy,

Beginning in January, two division
battalions, together with two bat-
talions of Marines, two battalions
from the 2nd ARVN Div., and Navy
Swift Boats established an 11}-mile
land cordon and sea blocking force
encircling enemy elements on the
Batangan Peninsula.

In the first phase of the operation,
Navy ships and Army units made
diversionary movements o distract
the enemy from the main landing
area.

Two Marine battalions launched an
air-sea assault on D-day during phase
11, as Americal troops swept in from
the west and ARVNs from the south,
Swift Boats and helicopters with
division PSYOP teams aboard in-
itated the important pacification stage
of the campaign, broadeasting pre-
recorded tapes to VO and civilians in
the cordon area,

During the third phase of Russell
Beach/Bold  Mariner, the cordon
tightened as Navy ships closed from
the sea, and Americal, Marine, and
ARVYN units shrunk the noose inland,

“"Many diversified elements were
involved in the combined operation,”
said LTC Thomas J. Ambrose, 5-3
for the operation. "Nobody had
control over anyhody else, so the
different services had to work 1ogether.
Caommunication was vital."

Ligison officers from the Air Foree

The Battleship New Jersey thunders 8 sinteen-imch shell in support of Amenical anits,  Navy
destrovers, rocket ships, and cruisers fire one or two massions & day at enemy concentrations,
UE. Newy

TACP, the Navy, and the Marines co-
ordinated with Americal representa.
tives in the 198th Inf. Bde. TOC.
The lisison team kept track of Army
artillery fire to avoid accidental firing
on friendlies. A division team, in
turn, was stationed on the Bold Mar.
iner command ship to eoordinate
naval gunfire,

To safeguard proper execution of
Marine air strikes, ground comman.
ders worked through an Air Force
lisison who requested air support
through the Navy command ship.

"An Army Air Element directed
all chopper supply flights to prevent
accidental hits from naval gunfire,”
LTC Ambrose explained. "Air cor-
ridors were set up just like at a civilian
airport,”

Each service established its own
supply unit for the operation, but if
a service ran short, others flled in.
For example, the Navy supplied the
Americal with needed small boats,
and Americal provided the "swabbies™
with engineering equipment.

When the Bold Mariner phase of
the Batangan campaign ended, one
of the Marine battalions was OPCON
tempuorarily to the Americal.

In a gesture symbolic of the effee.
tive cooperation between services in
Russell Beach, Task Foree Comman-
der BG Howard H. Cooksey, then
assistant division commander, pre-
seoted the Marines with Americal
patches as a token for their efforts,

Traditional  interservice rivalry
may continue in the form of Army-
Navy football clashes, and remain
symbolized by the vast distance
separating infantrymen in the mud
below from Marine and Air Force
pilots high above.

But as any hapless VC in the
Americal AO can testify, the four
services here fight as one. And
fight tough.
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Toward A Cultural Understanding I Part IV

By SFC LARRY BABITTS

During the 1hh century, King
Dinh-Tien-Goang was so
impressed with the scholar Tue-
Tin that he offered him the office
of The Court Mandarin. Al
though this title would have made
him the First Lord over millions
of people in the Vietnamese Em-
pire, the scholar refused. The
refusal was based upon a prophecy
given TueTin by a Buddhist
monk that the House of Dinh would not reign much
longer.

Unaccustomed to having his will disobeyed, the Em.
peror sent an army to bring the young philosopher 10
him, but to no avail. Tue-Tin had escaped to a Confucian
monastery in southern China,

It was during a visit to this holy place by the maos
celebrated Doctor of Medicine in China, Duong-Quang-
Thanh, that the remarkable Tue-Tin, by now a member of
the order of mouks, became interested in the healing arts.

Within 10 vears, Tue-Tin was said to be a greater doctor
than his teacher. It was most likely with a sense of
reliefl that the Grand Court Physician to the Celestial
Emperor of China permitted his protege to return south
to his home in Vietnam.

Arriving in his homeland, ToeTin learned that the
prophecy had been correct. The Dinh Dynasty had
ended, and a man named Le was now the Emperor of all
land south of the Red River.

Tue-Tin began his practice of medicine and became so
skilled that his fame spread through all Asia, Soon he
had more patients than be could handle,  To help relieve
the misery of the people, the noted physician opened a
school of medicine and brought in students from all
castes, many of whom became equally renowned. The
graduates of his school were required to take an cath and
swoar before the gods to practice with integrity and
honesty.

During his more than a quarter-century of practice,
this carly Vietnamese scientist did a great deal of phar-
maceutical research and detailed his observations in a
book painstakingly written by hand,

This is the earliest and most thorough book on ariental
medicine known, and is still used in part as a textbook for
studying the ant of Chinese medicine,

While the western field of medicine is constantly chang-
ing and improving, the Eastern school of herbology has

Urrienital Health Symbal

The Oriental
Art Of Healing

not changed its basic doctrines in nearly a thousand years.,

About six centuries later, another scholar, perhaps the
best known doctor of oriental medicine, Le Huu Chan of
North Vietnam, compiled a complete set of medical text-
books which are still followed today exactly as they were
wrillen.

Basically, the traditional medical theory now practiced
in Vietnam states that the human body has five major
internal organs:  heart, liver, spleen, lungs, and kidney
plus six secondary organs,

Perhaps the most familiar thought to Westerners is the
belicf that the body is always under the influence of
nature’s five major elements: metal, wood, water, fire,
and earth.  Another influencing factor in Asian thought
regarding the body is the five directions: north, south,
cast, west, and center.

Another ancient practice Westerners are acquainted
with is acupuncture and bloodletting, which are still
practiced extensively throughout the orient.

Puncturing the body at specified locations with gold
and silver needles in order to relieve pain and cure diseases
by the release of "bad winds" and “poisons of the blood™
may be witnessed in the market places of many Vietnamese
cilies.

Many Western physicians have explored acupuncture
as a method of therapy in their constant search for relief
from disease without surgery.  But  bloodletting, by
cither the opening of the veins or by the use of sterilized
leeches, was abandoned in the Western world more than
two centuries ago,

The major help to Westernization of Vietnam's medical
practictioners is now coming from the United States and
other interested nations through various international
commissions and nonprofit committees.

The Agency for International Development sponsors a
special medical school in Saigon and attempts to produce
about 200 qualified physicians each year. The govemn-
ment of South Vietnam has formed a Department of
Preventative Medicine for malaria eradication and has
wstituted a Rural Health Program to train auxillery
health workers for duty in the countryside,

Despite the government’s concentrated health programs
and the influx of foreign medical personnel to the pro-
vinces in Vietnam, the people, particularly those living in
small hamlets and villages of the countryside, continue 1o
rely on the arts of oriental medicine.  Only when it fails,
and it often does, will they turn 1o the more sophisticated
Western sciences.
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